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PREFACE. 


HE  present  volume  contains  extracts  from  the  Records  of  the 
Convention  of  Royal  Burghs  from  10th  July  1759  to  1st 
April  1779.  During  that  period  there  were  twenty  annual 
meetings  of  the  Convention  with  the  intervening  meetings  of  the 
Committee  during  each  year.  All  the  meetings  were  held  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  the  Lord  Provost  of  the  City  was  appointed  Preses  of 
the  Convention  for  the  year.  There  were  six  Lord  Provosts,  viz. : — 
George  Drummond,  George  Lind,  James  Stuart,  Gilbert  Laurie,  John 
Dalrymple,  and  James  Stodart.  Lind  and  Stodart  each  held  office 
for  two  years,  and  each   of  the  others  held  it  for  four  years. 

Year  after  year,  there  passes  before  us  in  these  Minutes,  as 
in  a  panorama,  the  familiar  names  of  the  Burghs  with  the  names 
of  the  constantly  changing  individuals  who  represented  them.  So 
the  Convention  had  gone  on,  with  some  changes  of  form  and  in 
numbers,  from  the  thirteenth  centiuy ;  it  has  continued  since,  and 
still  bids  fair  to  go  forward  into  the  future,  one  of  the  oldest  repre- 
sentative assemblies  (if  not  the  oldest  one)  now  existing  in  the 
world.  These  prosaic  Records  may  seem  of  little  importance  or 
interest  to  the  succeeding  generations,  but  who  shall  decide  what 
is  important,  and  what  trivial,  until  the  book  of  history  is  closed  ? 
In  the  belief  that  these  Records  will    be  found  to  throw  useful  light 
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on  the  development  of  Scotland  for  the  historian  of  the  future, 
this  volume  is  now  issued  in  continuation  of  the  volumes  already 
published. 

What  were  the  subjects  which  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
members  of  Convention  ? 

I.— The  King. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  period,  King  George  II.  was  still  upon 
the  throne.  The  Convention,  in  July  1760,  voted  an  address  con- 
gratulating His  Majesty  on  the  extraordinary  and  continued  success 
with  which  Divine  Providence  "  during  the  present  necessary  war  * 
had  blest  his  vigorous  measures  and  wise  counsels  for  the  security 
and  glory  of  the  people."  They  enumerated  as  events  which  shed 
lustre  on  his  reign,  the  conquest  of  Gorree  and  Guadeloupe ;  the 
surrender  of  Fort  Dequesne,  Niagara,  Tryconderoga,  and  Crown 
Point ;  the  defeat  of  the  French  army  and  conquest  of  Quebec ;  the 
signal  victory  at  Thornhausen ;  the  victory  of  Cape  Lagos  and  the 
destruction  of  the  French  fleet  by  Admiral  Hawke,  concluding  with 
a  prayer  that  His  Majesty's  arms  might  still  continue  to  be  crowned 
with  success  till  his  enemies  submit  to  a  lasting  and  honourable 
peace. 

King  George  II.  died  on  29th  October  1760,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  grandson,  King  George  III.,  whose  long  reign  was  to  run 
on  well  into  the  next  century. 

The  Committee,  at  its  meeting  on  14th  November  1760,  voted 
an  address  to  the  new  King  and  renewed  their  assurance  of  loyalty. 
The  Convention,  when  it  met  in  the  following  July,  renewed  these 
sentiments  in  an  address  to  His  Majesty,  referring  to  the  distinguished 
conquest  of  Bel  Isle  at  the  commencement  of  his  reign  as  a  happy 
presage  of  what  must  be  expected  by  his  enemies,  success  to  his 
fleet  and  armies,  and  ultimately  peace  on  a  most  equitable  and  lasting- 
foundation,   securing   the   honour,  trade    rights,  and   liberties   of  these 

*  The  Seven  Years'  War  with  France  which  was  then  about  half  through  its  course. 
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kingdoms.  Every  member  of  Convention  "  qualified  to  his  Majesty 
King  George  III.,  as  had  been  done  to  his  predecessor,  by  taking 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration  and  signing  the  same  with 
assurance."  Another  address  to  the  King  on  his  marriage,  and  the 
continued  success  of  his  armies,  was  approved  on  15th  July  1762  ; 
and  in  July  1763  another  address  was  passed  congratulating  the 
King  on  the  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  happy  conclusion 
of  peace. 

II.— War. 

The  Seven  Years'  War  with  France  was  at  its  height  when 
the  period  began  ;  and  in  1761  the  war  was  extended  to  Spain. 
There  was  thus  both  a  French  and  a  Spanish  war  going  on  ;  and 
peace  was  at  length  declared  in  1763  by  the  Treaty  of  Fontainebleau. 
As  the  result,  Great  Britain  obtained  the  French  right  to  Cape 
Breton,  Nova  Scotia,  and  part  of  Louisiana,  the  Islands  of  Tobago, 
Dominique,  St  Vincent  and  the  Granadas.  Senegal,  and  the  Island 
of  Minorca.  From  Spain  there  was  received  Florida  and  the  Settle- 
ments between  it  and  the  Mississipi,  by  which  British  territory  was 
made  to  stretch  in  an  unbroken  line  between  the  mouths  of  the 
two  great  rivers  of  North  America.  Echoes  of  these  struggles  are 
heard  in  the  Convention.  In  July  1759  it  was  reported  that  the 
troops  had  been  withdrawn  from  Aberdeen,  Montrose,  and  other 
coast  towns,  and  the  country  was  thereby  subject  to  raids  by  the 
enemy  ;  and  it  was  resolved  to  apply  for  two  or  three  more  warships 
to  cruise  along  the  north  coast  for  the  protection  of  trade  and  of 
the  coast  towns.  It  was  also  reported  in  a  letter  from  the  captain 
of  the  "  Boscawen "  privateer  that  three  Greenland  ships  had  been 
taken  by  two  French  frigates  in  his  sight ;  and  the  Lord  Provost 
had  forwarded  this  information  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  by 
an  express  at  the  cost  of  £4,  I  (is.  (His  Lordship  was  duly  called 
upon  to  justify  this  extravagance,  which  he  seems  to  have  done 
successfully.)      In    1760    it    was    urged    that    Parliament    should    pass 
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a  measure  establishing  a  militia  for  Scotland  on  the  same  footing 
as  had  been  done  in  England. 

In  1762  the  Convention  resolved  to  ask  guidance  to  be  given 
to  the  Burghs  as  to  their  duties  and  obligations  in  connection  with 
the  quartering  of  soldiers  upon  them  and  the  demands  which  these 
made.  In  1764  the  Government  had  given  permission  to  the  recruit- 
ing officers  of  the  Scotch  regiments  in  the  service  of  the  States 
General  (Holland)  to  raise  men  in  this  country  for  the  recruiting 
of  these  regiments ;  but  the  Convention  objected  to  this  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  the  trade  and  manufactures 
of  Scotland,  considering  "  the  present  great  scarcity  occasioned  not 
only  by  the  thousands  withdrawn  for  service  abroad  during  the 
late  war — few  of  whom  have  returned  since  peace — but  likewise  to 
the  great  numbers  that  are  daily  going  to  America,  and  the  number 
being  raised  for  service  in  India." 

In  1774  the  war,  broke  out  which  resulted  in  the  revolt  and 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America.  Their  Declaration 
of  Independence  was  issued  on  4th  July  1776,  though  it  was  not 
acknowledged  by  Great  Britain  until   1783. 

In  1778  war  again  broke  out  between  Great  Britain  on  the 
one  hand  and  France  and  Spain  on  the  other,  and  this  war  was 
still  going  on  at  the  close  of  the  period. 

The  period,  accordingly,  began  and  ended  amid  the  clouds  of 
war  with  its  attendant  losses  and  privations,  mingled  with  glory 
and  territorial  gains.  It  also  embraced  the  brilliant  exploits  of  Clive 
in  India. 

In  1777  the  privateers  of  "the  American  Rebels"  had  appeared 
on  the  west  coast  and  taken  a  number  of  vessels,  and  application 
was  made  to  the  Admiralty  to  station  ships  on  the  east  and  west 
coasts  to  prevent  similar  outrages.  Complaints  were  also  made 
that  the  Navy  were  impressing  some  of  the  best  sailors  from  local 
service,  such  as  the  Queensferry  passage  boats,  and  thus  stopping 
the  local  sailing  services. 
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III. — Privileges  of  the  Burghs. 

The  system  of  trade  founded  in  the  preceding  periods  was  still 
continued  in  this  period, — viz.,  within  each  Burgh  the  Magistrates 
formed  Trade  Incorporations  who  had  the  exclusive  right  of  carrying 
on  within  the  Burgh  a  particular  trade,  and  the  Burghs  as  a  whole 
cluno-  to  the  exclusive  rights  of  foreign  trade  which  had  been  conferred 
on  them  by  various  Royal  Charters  and  Statutes.  These  privileges 
were  regarded  with  jealousy  as  of  great  value,  and  throughout  the 
period  there  are  continuous  references  to  attempts  to  enforce  them. 
According  to  this  system,  no  person  was  allowed  to  have  benefit  of 
trade  or  merchandise  within  any  of  the  Burghs  unless  lie  resided  in 
the  Burgh  for  at  least  eight  months  in  the  year,  and  bore  part  of 
the  "cess,  taxation,  watching,  warding,  and  other  burdens  with  the 
rest  of  the  inhabitants."  Several  old  Acts  of  Parliament  recognised 
these  privileges  and  monopoly,  but  the  leading  Acts  came  to  be  those 
of  1672  and  1G90,  by  which  it  was  provided  that  the  freemen  of 
the  Burghs  alone  had  the  privilege  of  importing  all  foreign  commodi- 
ties and  merchandise  either  by  sea  or  land  except  cattle,  horses,  sheep, 
and  other  bestial.  This  privilege  included  buying  and  selling  "  wine, 
wax,  silks,  spiceries,  wald,  and  other  materials  for  dyeing.''  An 
exception  was  allowed  in  favour  of  noblemen,  prelates,  and  barons 
of  importing  goods  for  the  use  of  their  families ;  and  other  persons  were 
allowed  to  export  corn,  the  growth  of  the  kingdom,  and  other  native 
commodities :  and  Burghs  of  Barony  and  Regality  were  allowed  to 
export  their  own  manufactures  and  to  import  in  return  necessaries  for 
tillage  or  building,  or  for  the  use  of  their  manufacturers.  These 
privileges  were  communicated  to  the  Burghs  of  Barony  and  Regality 
in  consideration  of  their  undertaking  to  pay  a  share  of  the  burdens 
borne  by  the  Royal  Burghs. 

These  privileges  were  of  great  value  so  long  as  they  could  be 
enforced  and  made  effectual.  Under  the  Treaty  of  Union  in  1707,  it 
was  provided  that  the  whole  United  Kingdom  were  to  enjoy  the  same 


x  Preface. 

trade  privileges;  and  although  by  another  clause  the  existing  privileges 
of  the  Burghs  were  reserved,  these  two  provisions  were  plainly  in- 
compatible with  each  other  ;  and  as  time  went  on  it  became  increas- 
ingly evident  that  the  privileges  were  slipping  away  from  the  Bm-ghs, 
and  freedom  becoming  more  extensive.  It  is  somewhat  pathetic  to 
note  the  efforts  made  from  time  to  time  to  enforce  the  privileges. 
For  example,  in  1770  instructions  were  issued  to  the  Burghs  to  make 
up  a  list  of  the  unfreemen  who  were  infringing  the  monopoly  without 
bearing  a  share  of  the  burdens.  But  the  practical  difficulty  of  making 
the  monopoly  effective  was  found  to  be  insuperable.  The  period  closes 
with  the  chilling  prospect  of  the  disappearance  of  the  privileges  upon 
which  the  whole  trade  system  rested  ;  and  the  appearance  of  the  com- 
pensating advantages  the  future  had  in  store  had  not  yet  risen  above 
the  horizon. 


IV. — The  Staple  Port  of  Campvere. 

The  word  "  staple "  and  the  institutions  connected  with  it  are 
found  throughout  the  whole  history  of  the  Convention.  The  English 
staple  and  the  Scottish  staple  seem  to  have  developed  on  different 
lines  and  sought  different  objects,  and  the  word  "  staple  "  is  used  in 
different  senses. 

The  English  staple  aimed  at  concentrating  trade  with  the  object 
of  facilitating  the  collection  of  customs  duties.  In  the  fourteenth 
century  concentration  of  trade  in  staple  towns  was  frequently  the 
object  of  legislation  and  Government  control.  Before  1353  Bruges 
was  the  staple  town  for  English  merchants,  but  in  that  year  the  staple 
was  removed  to  England.  The  object  being  to  concentrate  trade  in 
one  place  for  the  convenience  of  revenue  purposes,  there  was  no  dis- 
advantage but  the  reverse  in  having  it  in  England.  Under  the 
"  Ordinance  of  the  staple "  ten  towns  were  thus  chosen  to  be  staple 
towns  for  England.  Afterwards  Calais,  while  occupied  by  the  English, 
was  used  for  the  purpose.     The  object  of  the  English  staple,  accordingly, 
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was  the  increase  of  the  Royal  revenue  rather  than  the  privilege  of 
merchants  or  the  general  welfare  of  trade.  Further,  it  was  mainly 
concerned  with  regulations  about  wool,  as  the  Crown  derived  most  of 
its  revenue  from  payments  on  the  export  of  wool.  In  England, 
therefore,  the  exclusion  of  the  foreigner  was  no  part  of  the  staple 
system  :  on  the  contrary,  foreigners  were  encouraged  to  come  to  the 
English  markets  and  purchase  wool — of  course,  paying  the  Royal 
dues. 

In  Scotland  the  object  of  the  staple  system  was  the  development 
of  Scottish  trade,  or  rather  the  prosperity  of  the  merchant  classes  in 
the  Royal  Burghs ;  and  any  participation  in  trade  by  unfreemen, 
unfree  Burghs,  or  foreign  merchants  was  regarded  as  an  infringement 
of  the  rights  of  the  freemen  and  free  Burghs.  The  governing  body 
of  the  system  was  from  the  first,  so  far  as  can  be  traced,  the  Con- 
vention of  Royal  Burghs.  They  fixed  the  staple  town,  made  regula- 
tions, and  appointed  a  conservator,  although  the  King  occasionally 
attempted  with  indifferent  success  to  interfere. 

The  object  sought  was  not  the  protection  of  Royal  revenue.  In 
the  reign  of  David  II.  an  incident  took  place  which  threatened  to  draw 
away  the  Scottish  staple  from  its  original  object — the  fostering  of 
foreign  trade — and  make  it  an  instrument  of  collecting  revenue  for 
the  King.  In  1357,  on  the  release  of  David  from  captivity,  a  sum 
of  £100,000  was  levied  on  Scotland  as  ransom.  This  was  an  enormous 
sum  for  such  a  poor  country  to  pay,  and  one  of  the  measures  taken 
was  to  put  a  tax  on  the  whole  wool  of  the  country,  and  certain 
burgesses  were  appointed  to  i-eceive  it  in  Flanders  in  English  money. 
This,  so  long  as  it  lasted,  came  very  near  being  the  same  thing  as 
making  the  staple  town  and  institution  an  instrument  of  collecting 
Royal  revenue.  Wherever  control  is  exercised  for  the  purpose  of 
measuring  a  certain  standard  of  quantity  or  quality  of  goods,  concentra- 
tion at  some  recognised  places  is  necessary  to  facilitate  inspection.  In 
a  Scottish  Act  of  1584  the  word  "staple"  is  used  to  designate  the  jilace 
where  that  control  or  inspection  took  place.     The  object  of  the  Act  was 
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to  standardise  the  barrels  in  which  herring,  salmon,  and  other  fish  were 
packed. 

As  an  organisation  for  the  development  of  foreign  trade,  the 
Scottish  staple  is  more  analogous  to  the  company  of  merchant 
adventurers   and  other  trading  companies  than  to  the  English  staple. 

The  monopoly  of  trade  which  belonged  to  the  merchants  of  the 
Royal  Burghs  extended  to  all  those  articles  from  which  customs 
revenue  was  collected.     This  was  the  "staple  trade." 

The  early  history  of  the  staple  arrangements  is  broken  and 
obscure,  but  with  the  sixteenth  century  the  record  becomes  more 
systematic.  Legislation  dealing  with  the  organisation  of  the  staple 
was  passed  by  the  Scottish  Parliament ;  the  Burghs  in  their  Con- 
vention made  regulations  and  tried  to  enforce  them ;  conservators 
were  i-egularly  appointed,  and  Scottish  trade  with  the  Netherlands 
became  more  organised. 

For  a  time  Bruges,  Antwerp,  Middelburg,  and  Campvere  succes- 
sively were  recognised  as  Scottish  staple  towns.  At  length  Campvere 
(commonly  called  "  Veere  ")  was  fixed  upon  under  the  encouragement 
given  by  its  ruler,  Maximilian  of  Burgundy.  In  1541  it  definitely 
became  the  staple  for  the  traders  of  Scotland,  and  remained  so,  with 
occasional  interruptions  from  war  and  disorder,  until  the  institution 
perished  in  the  convulsions  which  shook  Europe  during  the  Napoleonic 
wars.  Throughout  the  whole  of  these  Records  in  the  present  and 
preceding  volumes  the  successive  contracts  with  Campvere,  and  the 
appointment  of  conservators  there,  occupy  a  prominent  place.  The 
relations  between  the  Scottish  merchants  and  the  officials  and  colony 
at  Campvere  wei-e  close  and  interesting.  There  was  a  flourishing 
Scottish  colony  and  a  Scottish  church,  and  all  Scottish  goods  were 
sent  to  Campvere,  which  thus  became  a  centre  of  Scottish  trade. 

V. — Industrial  Questions. 
The    connection   of    the   Burghs    with    the    staple   organisation   at 
Campvere,  and  their  claim  to  the  monopoly  of  foreign  trade,  necessitated 
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their  having  constant  dealings  with  the  Continent  and  with  the  enter- 
prises of  merchants  overseas.  The  members  were  in  this  way  kept  in 
close  touch  with  the  public  movements  on  the  Continent  in  the 
sixteenth,  seventeenth,  and  eighteenth  centuries.  Their  interests  and 
the  discussions  at  their  meetings,  as  already  shown,  were  not  confined 
to  the  local  affairs  in  the  Burghs  ;  but  nevertheless  home  formed  the 
centre  of  their  interests,  and  industrial  questions  touched  them  directly. 
Accordingly,  throughout  the  proceedings  there  are  constant  references 
to  industrial  matters,  some  examples  of  which  may  here  be  given. 

The  Commissioners  and  Trustees  for  Fisheries  and  Manufactures 
in  Scotland  figure  so  prominently  throughout  the  period,  as  well  as 
before  and  after  it,  that  it  may  be  well  to  give  some  explanations 
here  as  to  their  constitution  and  functions.  They  formed  an  important 
auxiliary  to  the  work  of  the  Convention. 

This  body  had  its  origin  at  the  time  of  the  Union  of  the  two 
kingdoms.  By  Article  15  of  the  Treaty  of  Union,  it  was  agreed  that 
£2000  per  annum  for  seven  years  should  be  paid  out  of  the  National 
funds  towards  encouraging  and  promoting  the  manufacture  of  coarse 
wool  within  those  counties  in  Scotland  which  produced  wool ;  and 
after  that  period  the  money  was  to  be  applied  towards  encouraging 
and  promoting  the  fisheries  and  such  other  manufactures  and 
improvements  in  Scotland  as  might  conduce  to  the  general  good 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

By  an  Act  of  1718  (5  George  I.  chap.  20,  sec.  14)  this  endowment 
was  confirmed  more  specifically  as  a  perpetual  payment  for  the  en- 
couragement  of  fisheries  and  such  other  manufactures  or  improvements 
in  Scotland  as  might  most  conduce  to  the  general  good  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  By  another  Act  of  1725  further  provision  was  made  in  the 
same  direction,  but  in  point  of  fact  no  result  followed,  and  no  sums  had 
been  applied  for  said  purposes  down  to  1726.  In  the  latter  year 
another  Act  (13  George  I.  chap.  30)  was  passed,  followed  in  1727  by  a 
Royal  patent  appointing  Commissioners  to  uplift  and  apply  the  monies 
referred  to  with  the  accumulations  (by  that  time  amounting  to  £36,000). 
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As  a  result  of  the  Rebellion  of  1745,  the  attention  of  the  Government 
was  drawn  to  the  state  of  Scotland,  and  certain  steps  were  taken 
with  the  object,  on  the  one  hand,  of  breaking  up  the  Clan  system  in 
the  Highlands,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
manufacture  of  linen  in  the  Highlands  in  those  districts  where  there 
was  none  at  the  time.  For  this  purpose  sums  were  to  be  applied  for 
instructing  and  inducing  the  inhabitants  to  raise,  prepare,  and  spin 
flax  and  hemp  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  coarse  linen,  and 
generally  to  carry  out  the  processes  of  weaving  and  spinning  linen  and 
yarn.  The  duty  being  thus  laid  upon  the  Board,  they  were  instructed 
to  make  up  accounts  and  report  annually  to  the  Convention  of 
Royal  Burghs.  Consequently  each  year  the  Convention  Records  bear 
that  this  account  was  presented,  or,  when  it  was  omitted,  explanations 
were  demanded. 

The  Board  established  factories  at  three  different  places  in  the 
Highlands,  and  appointed  skilful  and  trustworthy  persons  to  superintend 
them  ;  and  did  all  in  their  power  by  money  grants  and  by  distribution 
of  looms  and  implements  to  plant  the  linen  manufacture  in  the  north, 
but  all  their  efforts  ended  in  failure  so  far  as  the  Highlands  were 
concerned.  In  other  parts  of  the  country  their  exertions  were  more 
successful.  They  encouraged  fisheries,  gave  instructions  for  the  proper 
curing  of  fish,  and  bounties  to  the  vessels  engaged,  and  for  the  dis- 
covery of  herring  shoals  and  cod  banks.  In  connection  with  the 
development  of  fisheries  they  instituted  a  special  Board  of  Fisheries. 
The  Commissioners  also  brought  over  a  number  of  weavers  from 
Picardy  in  France  for  the  introduction  of  cambric  weaving.  Thus  was 
formed  the  French  colony  in  Edinburgh  where  Picardy  Place  now 
stands.  The  Board's  efforts  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  linen  by 
bounties  and  otherwise  led  to  the  industry  attaining  a  high  state  of 
prosperity.  So  far  back  as  1760  they  established  a  school  for  teaching 
drawing  and  design  as  applied  to  the  improvement  of  manufactures. 
This  school  continued  until  it  became  in  recent  years  the  Edinburgh 
College  of  Art. 
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This  general  survey  will  explain  numerous  references  throughout 
the  volume. 

In  1765  the  Convention  approved  of  a  proposal  hy  the  Trustees 
to  establish  a  Linen  Hall  in  Edinburgh,  and  agreed  to  co-operate  with 
them  in  doing  this.  In  1766  a  petition  was  presented  by  the  Linen 
Society  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  of  "  many  thousands  engaged  in 
the  linen  manufacture  and  linen  trade  in  Scotland,"  desiring  to  obtain 
from  Parliament  a  bounty  on  the  culture  of  flax  and  hemp  in  Great 
Britain ;  and  the  Convention  agreed  to  support  an  application  to 
Parliament  for  the  purpose. 

A  memorial  setting  forth  the  importance  of  the  cultivation  of  flax 
and  hemp  was  submitted  to  the  meeting  on  27th  October  1766;  and 
the  main  points  of  this  may  be   noticed   here. 

Flax  and  hemp  were  essential  as  materials  for  the  manufacture  of 
linen.  The  former  was  necessary  for  the  wroollen  and  cotton  manu- 
factures, and  the  latter  supplied  the  cordage  and  sail-cloth  for  fitting 
out  the  numerous  ships.  Unfortunately,  flax  and  hemp  were  only 
produced  in  small  quantities  at  home  :  by  far  the  greatest  part  was 
imported  from  foreign  countries.  It  was  therefore  essential  to 
stimulate  the  culture  of  these  at  home ;  and  this  subject  is  discussed 
under  several  heads. 

(1)  The  cost  of  the  raw  material  if  it  has  to  be  imported  is 
necessarily  greater  than  if  it  is  raised  at  home.  Merchants  in  Russia, 
Poland,  Prussia,  and  Holland  bought  up  the  greatest  part  of  these 
commodities  and  then,  having  thereby  obtained  the  monopoly,  re-sold 
them  to  our  manufacturers  at  exorbitant  prices. 

(2)  To  the  excessive  original  cost  there  had  to  be  added  the 
expense  of  carriage,  including  warehouse  rent,  freight,  commission, 
insurance,  port  charges,  dealers'  piofits,  etc.  When  all  these  were  met, 
the  flax  and  hemp  came  into  our  manufacturers'  hands  at  a  needlessly 
high  price.  In  these  circumstances,  how  could  a  British  manufacturer 
compete  with  the  foreign  manufacturer  who  was  free  from  these 
charges  ?     The  bounty  granted  by  Parliament  on  the  export  of  coarse 
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linens,  etc.,  did  not  counterbalance  these  burdens  ;  and  even  loading 
the  importation  of  foreign  linen  with  very  heavy  duties  did  not  prove 
a  remedy,  for  Great  Britain  imported  annually  upwards  of  thirty-two 
million  yards  of  foreign  linen.  There  was  the  further  disadvantage 
that  when  bulky  commodities,  like  flax  and  hemp,  were  put  on  board 
ship  they  were  liable  in  a  long  voyage  to  "  heating,"  which  had  the 
effect  of  extracting  their  natural  oils  on  which  the  strength  and 
flexibility  of  the  fibres  depended.  This  was  estimated  as  representing 
15  per  cent,  value,  which  thus  had  to  be  added  to  the  cost.  Again, 
dependence  upon  a  foreign  counti-y  for  raw  material  is  necessarily 
uncertain  and  precarious.  War  may  interrupt  the  supply ;  when  there 
is  a  scanty  crop  we  are  the  chief  sufferers,  for  the  foreign  states  stop 
the  exportation.  It  was  beginning  to  be  seen  that  a  nation  to  be 
prosperous  should  discom-age  exportation  of  raw  material  and  should 
manufacture  it  at  home  and  sell  the  finished  product  to  the  foreigner. 
In  proportion  as  each  country  is  able  to  produce  the  raw  material  and 
manufacture  it  at  home  for  its  own  use  and  for  export  will  it  be 
prosperous.  Recent  illustrations  are  given  to  show  how  the  home 
manufacturer  had  suffered  for  the  want  of  these  resources.  This  leads 
to  the  consideration  of  the  advantage  of  home  growth  of  the  flax  and 
hemp  in  itself,  apart  from  the  profit  to  be  derived  from  manufacture. 
It  was  estimated  that  the  price  of  flax  and  hemp  then  imported  into 
England  annually  was  -----  £700,000 
into  Scotland  -  ...        150,000 

yarn  imported  into  Britain        -  450,000 


£1,300,000 


To  this  there  fell  to  be  added  the  price  of  ashes  employed  in  the  linen 
and  hempen  manufactures  imported  into  Britain ;  so  that  about  a 
million  and  a  half  pounds  sterling  was  paid  to  the  foreigner  for  the 
raw  material.  The  advantage  of  keeping  this  large  annual  expenditure 
at  home  was  obvious,  besides  the  importance  of  avoiding  the  risks 
already  indicated. 
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The  question,  however,  remained — Can  flax  and  hemp  be  grown 
in  sufficient  quantity  in  Great  Britain  ?  This  was  answered  in  the 
affirmative  ;  the  soil  and  climate  are  favourable.  What,  then,  should  be 
done  to  promote  and  encourage  this  home  industry  ?  The  obstacles  to 
be  overcome  were  inveterate  habit,  prejudice,  and  want  of  skill ;  and  it 
was  affirmed  that  to  "  grant  a  Parliamentary  bounty  or  encouragement 
upon  the  raising  of  flax  and  hemp  in  Great  Britain  is  no  doubt  the  most 
effectual  method  that  can  be  devised."  The  hopes  of  the  bounty,  it  was 
said,  will  induce  persons  in  all  the  different  counties  of  Great  Britain 
to  employ  a  part  of  their  lands  in  this  new  branch  of  agriculture ;  and 
it  was  suggested  that  as  skill  increased  the  practice  would  become  more 
profitable,  so  that  eventually  the  bounty  would  be  unnecessary. 

In  illustration  of  the  efficacy  of  this  bounty  system  it  was 
stated  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,*  which  had  been  in  precisely 
the  same  position  and  subject  to  the  same  disadvantages  as  Great 
Britain,  had,  besides  other  encouragements  to  the  linen  manufacture, 
granted  a  considerable  bounty  upon  the  raising  of  flax,  and  the 
consequence  was  that  "  Ireland  produced  very  near  the  whole  quantity 
of  flax  employed  in  carrying  on  its  extensive  linen  manufactures,  which 
soon  became  independent  and  flourishing."  "  What  reason  can  there  be," 
it  was  asked,  "  to  doubt  that  the  same  measures,  if  steadily  pursued 
in  Great  Britain,  would  be  attended  with  the  same  salutary  effects  1" 

The  question  is  then  discussed  whether  the  same  result  could  not 
be  obtained  by  encouraging  the  growth  of  flax  and  hemp  in  our 
colonies ;  and  this  was  answered  in  the  negative,  except  as  regards 
American  ashes,  which  could  be  produced  very  cheaply  from  the 
unlimited  supply  of  wood. 

On  these  grounds  an  appeal  was  made  to  Parliament  to  grant 
an  adequate  bounty  to  stimulate  production  of  flax  and  hemp  for 
manufacture  at  home.  This  application  was  to  some  extent  successful, 
and  a  sum  of  £15,000  per  annum  was  voted  by  Parliament  for 
encouraging  the  culture  of  flax  and  hemp. 

*  That  is,  before  the  Union  of  Ireland  with  Great  Britain  in  1800. 
b 
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In  1766  the  Committee  had  before  them  a  memorial  from  the 
manufacturers  and  traders  in  lawns  and  cambrics  referring  to  a  proposal 
which  had  been  made  to  repeal  the  prohibition  of  the  importation 
of  French  lawns  and  cambrics,  and  stating  that  this  would  ruin 
that  branch  of  manufacture,  particularly  in  the  counties  of  Lanark 
and  Renfrew,  and  deprive  many  thousands  of  people  of  their  livelihood  ; 
and  urging  that  the  prohibition  should  be  maintained.  There  was 
also  discussed  the  subject  of  encouraging  the  Greenland  whale  fishing 
by  a  continuance  of  bounties,  and  a  petition  to  Parliament  was  approved. 

In  1768  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  Convention  by  the  Linen 
Society  at  Edinburgh,  the  manufacturers  at  Dunfermline,  and  the 
merchants  and  dealers  in  linen  in  Dundee,  pointing  out  the  importance 
of  the  linen  trade  to  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  for  the 
renewal  of  the  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  the  coarser  kinds  of 
manufactured  linen,  the  continuance  of  the  duty  on  foreign  linens 
imported,  and  for  ascertaining  what  share  of  the  bounty  for  promoting 
the  growth  of  flax  and  hemp  in  Britain  should  be  allotted  to  Scotland, 
and  how  it  should  be  appropriated.  The  Convention  passed  the 
following  resolutions  : — 

(1)  To  allocate  Scotland's  proportion  of  the  grant  of  £15,000  for 

the  cultivation  of  flax  at  home. 

(2)  To  renew  the  bounty   on  the   export  of  coarser  linen  manu- 

factured in  Scotland,  which  should  be  extended  to  other 
qualities. 

(3)  Impose    the    same    rates  of   duty   on    diaper  and    table    linen 

imported  from  Germany  and  elsewhere  as  from  Holland. 

(4)  That  drawbacks  should  be  given  on  the  duties  imposed  upon 

such  soap,  ashes,  starch,  and  blue  as  is  used  in  bleaching 
linen  thread  and  yarn  in  Great  Britain. 

(5)  That  this  should  be  pressed  upon  Parliament  by  deputation 

who  should  seek  the  concurrence  of  the  great  Linen  Board 
in  Dublin,  and  press  their  application  in  every  practicable 
manner. 
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This  application  was  renewed  in  the  following  year,  supported 
by  the  merchants  and  dealers  in  linen  "in  the  Burghs  of  Aberbrothock, 
Montrose,  Brechin,  Forfar,  Dunfermline,  Perth,  and  other  manufacturing 
burghs,"  and  the  merchants  and  dealers  in  linen  in  Dundee  representing 
the  necessity  of  pressing  Parliament  for  the  renewal  of  the  bounties, 
and  the  appropriation  of  Scotland's  share  of  the  £15,000  allowed  for 
encouraging  the  growth  of  flax  and  hemp.  The  Convention  discussed 
the  question  in  detail,  and  made  suggestions  for  the  steps  to  be  taken 
in  London  towards  attaining  the  object  sought.  At  a  subsequent 
meeting  the  Convention  thanked  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  for  his  services 
in  the  matter ;  and  they  also  arranged  to  get  the  co-operation  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  for  Fisheries  and  Manufactures.  In  the  following 
year  they  appointed  Commissioners  to  "  make  a  circuit  through  the 
linen  manufacturing  towns  in  England "  to  seek  their  support.  In 
1771  it  was  reported  at  the  Convention  that  Parliament,  considering 
that  the  matter  chiefly  affected  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  only  to  a  very 
small  extent  England,  was  apathetic  on  the  question.  The  matter 
was  taken  up  again  in  1772,  and  Commissioners  sent  to  London  to 
press  it.  The  towns  of  Perth,  Montrose,  and  Aberbrothock  urged 
the  importance  of  presenting  the  application  as  the  trade  of  the 
manufacturers  and  dealers  in  linen  there  was  languishing,  and  must 
soon  be  at  a  standstill  unless  substantial  aid  was  got.  Commissioners 
were  again  sent  to  London  in  the  following  year,  when  they  got  the 
warm  support  of  the  Linen  Board  for  Ireland.  A  detailed  narrative 
is  given  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  Commissioners,  who  urged  that 
"  as  the  linen  manufacture  is  the  staple  of  Scotland,  and  must  be  lost 
unless  immediate  relief  is  given,  the  help  of  Parliament  must  be 
insisted  upon."  If  success  is  the  reward  of  perseverance,  surely  these 
Burghs  earned  it. 

In  1777  the  Convention  discussed  and  suggested  amendments  on 
the   Bill  for  regulating  the  importation  of  corn. 

In  1778  the  Convention  are  still  found  pursuing  their  demand  for 
linen  bounties ;  and  the  burgesses  of  these  latter  days  in  Scotland  will 
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not  withhold  their  sympathy  with  the  complaint  that  the  congested 
state  of  Parliamentary  business  and  the  indifference  of  the  Parliament 
at  Westminster  to  Scottish  interests  made  it  impossible  to  get  redress. 
To-day,  one  hundred  and  forty  years  later,  we  are  familiar  with  the 
same  complaint. 

In  the  memorial  presented  to  Parliament  it  is  stated  that  the  linen 
manufacture  is  an  object  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  this  country ; 
that  in  1741  Parliament  had  granted  a  bounty  on  linens  exported 
under  a  certain  price,  but  this  was  allowed  to  expire  in  1754,  and  the 
distress  thereby  brought  on  our  linen  manufacture  was  so  great  that  in 
Scotland  alone  8000  looms  and  56,000  manufacturers  were  thrown  idle, 
and  the  quantity  of  British  linen  exported  decreased  in  one  year  from 
1,382,796  yards  to  41,367  yards  ;  that  in  1756  the  bounty  was  restored, 
and  the  good  effects  were  very  remarkable.  On  the  average  of  ten 
years,  from  1733  to  1743  (that  is,  without  the  bounty),  the  value  of 
linens  stamped  for  sale  was  only  £187,963  per  annum,  whereas  from 
1767  to  1777  it  was  £600,193  per  annum,  latterly  being  £710,633, 
almost  double  what  it  was  in  1754.  Accordingly,  Parliament  was  urged 
to  renew  the  bounty.  In  April  1779  it  was  reported  to  the  Committee 
that  the  applications  to  Parliament  had  been  successful,  and  two  Bills, 
one  continuing  the  bounty  for  encouraging  herring  fishery,  and  the 
other  for  continuing  bounties  on  the  British  and  Irish  linens  exported, 
had  been  passed. 

The  volume  closes  with  an  appeal  to  Parliament  not  to  repeal  the 
law  prohibiting  the  importation  of  French  lawns  and  cambrics.  In 
1767  the  Convention  complained  that  the  bounty  appointed  by  Parlia- 
ment for  the  encouragement  of  the  white  herring  fishing  was  not 
regularly  paid,  while  at  the  same  time  the  King  of  Denmark  had 
established  a  rival  company  at  Altena.  It  was  stated  that  for  some 
years  past  very  great  shoals  of  herring  had  been  upon  the  coasts  of 
Norway  and  Sweden  easily  taken  at  small  expense  by  small  boats  and 
draught  nets.  This  had  enabled  the  Swedes  and  Danes  to  cut  the 
Scotch  out  of  the  Baltic  and  Hamburg  markets,  and  the  Dutch  fishery 
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was  much  reduced.  On  the  one  hand,  the  British  herring  fishers  were 
discouraged  and  injured  by  the  failure  to  pay  the  Government  bounty, 
while  they  had  to  compete  with  the  foreigner  who  was  supported 
by  bounties. 

There   were   many   other   questions   discussed   from   time   to    time 
regarding  the  efficacy  of  bounties  in  encouraging  British  industries. 


VI. — Forth  and  Clyde  Canal. 

Will  it  surprise  the  members  of  Convention  in  our  day,  when 
they  are  discussing  the  advantages  of  a  Mid-Scotland  Ship  Canal 
between  the  Forth  and  the  Clyde,  to  be  told  that  the  same  subject 
and  alternative  routes  were  discussed  and  planned  and  striven  for  by 
their  predecessors  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  ? 

In  1764  the  Convention  had  before  them  a  report  by  Mr  Smeaton, 
an  eminent  engineer,  on  two  alternative  routes  of  communication 
between  the  Forth  and  Clyde,  so  as  to  render  it  navigable  between 
the  east  and  west  coasts.  One  was  the  direct  route,  and  the  other  by 
Loch  Lomond,  with  a  cut  through  the  "  Isthmus  of  Tarbet."  They 
asked  for  opinions  from  the  Burghs  as  to  the  relative  commercial 
advantages  of  these.  The  Provost  of  Inverness,  not  unnaturally,  urged 
the  importance  of  a  canal  from  Fort  William  to  Inverness,  afterwards 
realised  in  the  Caledonian  Canal. 

In  1767  a  Bill  was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons  for 
making  a  navigable  cut  or  canal  between  Glasgow  and  Carron,  but 
the  Convention  objected  to  this  on  the  ground  that  it  would  effectually 
prevent  the  much  more  beneficial  scheme  shown  in  Mr  Smeaton 's  plan. 
Vigorous  steps  were  taken  by  the  Convention  in  that  and  the  following 
year  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the  smaller  canal  and  pressing  the 
larger  one,  but  the  execution  of  the  project  proved  unattainable  then — 
at  all  events  to  its  full  extent — and  it  was  passed  on  to  the  enterprise 
of  a  later  age,  and  is  still  waiting  for  its  realisation. 

It  is  perhaps  due  to  the  champions  of  that  time  to  give  a  brief 
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narrative  of  what  they  did  in  the  matter.  In  a  memorial  submitted 
by  the  proprietors  of  the  Forth  and  Clyde  Navigation  to  the  Conven- 
tion in  1776,  it  is  stated  that  in  1767,  on  the  application  of  the 
Convention's  Committee  and  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  the  proposal  for 
the  smaller  canal  between  Carron  and  Glasgow  had  been  set  aside  in 
favour  of  a  larger  scheme  of  deeper  navigation  for  vessels  to  join  the 
two  seas,  and  a  subscription  having  been  opened  for  the  larger  scheme, 
an  Act  of  Parliament  was  obtained  for  establishing  the  same  from 
Carron  mouth  to  Dalmuir  in  the  Firth  of  Clyde ;  that  the  memorialists 
had  carried  on  the  navigation  within  six  miles  of  Dalmuir,  and  a  side 
cut  from  there  to  Glasgow,  which  must  prove  of  great  benefit  to  that 
city  and  a  partial  one  to  the  country  in  general,  but  the  great  object 
of  joining  the  two  seas  must  remain  unfinished,  as  the  Company 
subscription  of  £140,000  was  all  exhausted  and  £40,000  of  debt  besides, 
and  it  would  require  £60,000  more  to  finish  it.  And  it  is  added,  "  the 
Company  are  totally  unable  to  raise  so  large  a  sum,  and  this  great  and 
noble  work  so  long  and  justly  the  favoured  object  of  all  the  traders 
of  Scotland,  and  highly  tending  to  the  benefit  of  trade  and  agriculture 
both  of  this  country  and  of  England  and  Ireland,  must  remain  unfinished, 
to  the  regret  and  dishonour  of  the  kingdom,  unless  aid  is  obtained 
from  the  legislature  ;  that  as  the  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs,  as 
guardians  of  the  trade  of  Scotland,  are  essentially  concerned  in  the 
completion  of  this  work,  which  was  first  undertaken  at  their  own 
request,"  the  memorialists  hoped  that  the  Convention  would  again 
take  up  the  matter  and  press  it  upon  Parliament.  The  methods  they 
suggested — including  a  lotteiy — are  not  wanting  in  vigour,  but  the 
Convention  at  that  stage  contented  themselves  with  again  asking  the 
opinion  of  the  principal  Burghs  upon  the  subject. 

VII. — Colliers  and  Salters. 

In    1769   there   was    presented   to    the    Convention   a   petition   on 
behalf   of    the    Colliers    of    Scotland    setting;    forth    their   intolerable 


Preface.  xxiii 

grievances  arising  from   their  bondage,   and  their  resolution  to  apply 

to  Parliament  for  their  freedom  ;  and  craving  the  sympathy  and  help 
of  the  Convention. 

Members  may  learn  with  surprise  that  in  this  land  of  the  free 
there  was  any  question  of  personal  thraldom  at  a  period  so  com- 
paratively recent  as  that  with  which  we  are  here  dealing.  Had  not 
the  poet  Cowper,  at  that  very  time,  said — 

••  Wo  have  no  slaves  at  home  .   .   . 

Slaves  cannot  breathe  in  England,  if  their  lungs 
Receive  our  air,  that  moment  they  are  free, 
They  touch  our  country,  and  their  shackles  fall." 

The  men  who  worked  in  the  coal  mines  and  salt  pans  at  that 
time  were  not  slaves  in  the  sense  of  negro  slavery  as  depicted  in 
'■Uncle  Tom's  Cabin."  They  were  not  absolutely  the  property  of 
the  owner,  and  could  not  be  treated  or  disposed  of  as  he  pleased. 
They  were,  like  the  adscriptitii  of  the  Romans,  serfs  attached  to  the 
soil  who  were  compelled  to  remain  and  work  upon  it,  and  when  the 
coal  mines  or  salt  works  were  transferred  they  were  transferred  along 
with  them.  This  kind  of  serfdom  of  the  soil  was  at  one  time  (up  to 
the  thirteenth  or  fourteenth  century)  common  in  England  with  the 
agricultural  population,  but  in  Scotland  it  was  practically  unknown 
except  in  the  case  of  colliers  and  salters.  These  classes  were  regarded 
as  "  necessary "  servants,  that  is,  servants  whom  the  law  obliged  to 
work  in  a  particular  kind  of  work  at  a  fixed  place.  They  were 
regarded  as  adscript),  to  the  coal  mines  and  salt  pans  in  which  they 
worked.  They  could  not,  at  their  own  will,  leave  the  work  to  which 
they  were  "  thirled "  or  be  disposed  of  except  as  a  pertinent  of  the 
coal  mines  or  salt  pans,  but  if  these  were  discontinued,  the  owner 
could  not  compel  them  to  work  elsewhere  or  at  any  other  kind  of 
work.  But  they  certainly  were  not  free ;  within  the  limits  of  their 
bondage  they  were  serfs,  and  this,  as  they  truly  said,  was  intolerable. 

The  Convention  carefully  investigated  the  facts,  made  inquiries, 
and    instructed    their    Committee    to    concur    in    the     application    to 
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Parliament  and  grant  a  sum  not  exceeding  £100  towards  the  expense ; 
and  although  the  petition  was  only  by  the  colliers,  they  instructed  the 
Committee  to  include  the  case  of  the  salt  workers  also. 

In  1775  the  application  to  Parliament  was  successful,  and  an 
Act  (15  George  III.  chap.  28)  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  emanci- 
pating the  colliers  and  salters  gradually  upon  what  were  called 
"  reasonable  conditions,"  and  to  prevent  others  from  coming  into  such 
a  state  of  servitude.  It  was  not,  however,  until  1799  that  by  the 
passing  of  another  Act  (39  George  III.  chap.  56)  all  colliers  were 
declared  to  be  free.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Agent  of  the 
colliers  in  the  application  was  Walter  Scott,  W.S.,  the  father  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott. 

VIII. — Miscellaneous. 

There  were  numerous  other  subjects  dealt  with  by  the  Convention, 
but  it  is  only  possible  to  mention  some  of  them  here.  The  position  of 
lay  elders  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church ;  the  continual 
applications  from  distressed  Burghs  for  grants  for  the  purposes  of 
making  or  repairing  roads  and  highways,  harbours,  bridges,  and 
relieving  financial  straits  of  all  kinds  ;  and  for  these,  liberal  grants 
were  made  after  in  each  case  minute  inquiry  into  the  facts  ;  weights 
and  measures ;  Post  Office  service ;  regulation  of  bread  ;  alienations 
of  Burgh  lands;  export  and  import  of  grain  ;  the  law  of  bankruptcy- 
bills  of  exchange  ;  authors'  copyright ;  private  stills  ;  the  establishment 
of  a  militia ;    and  so  on. 

IX. — General  Remarks. 

(1)  Among  the  contemporaries  of  the  men  who  discussed  these 
questions  during  the  period  here  considered  were  Adam  Smith,  who 
published  "The  Wealth  of  Nations"  in  177G,  and  David  Hume  who 
died  in  that  year.  There  were  other  names  which  shed  lustre  on  the 
literature  of  the  period,  such  as  Robertson,  Dalrymple,  and  Henry  in 
Scotland,  and  Dr  Johnson,  Boswell,  Gibbon,  Oliver  Goldsmith,  the  poet 
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Cowper,  in  England,  and  among  statesmen  the  Earl  of  Chatham  and 
Edmund  Burke.  Robert  Burns  was  born  in  1759  and  was  therefore 
growing  up  to  manhood  during  the  period ;  and  Sir  Walter  Scott 
was  born  in  1771  ;  but  these  great  names,  destined  to  immortality ; 
belong,  through  their  work,  to  the  succeeding  period.  While  these 
discussions  were  going  on  within  the  Convention  and  its  Committees, 
and  the  present  Records  were  being  compiled,  the  works  of  these 
distinguished  writers  in  other  directions — historical,  philosophical, 
economic,  and  literary — were  produced  to  take  their  place  among  those 
writings  which  succeeding  generations  will  not  willingly  let  die.  They 
have  influenced  the  thoughts  and  actions  of  men  and  nations,  and  are 
still  a  living  force  in  the  world  to-day,  nearly  a  century  and  a  half 
after  the  period  to  which  this  volume  belongs. 

(2)  While  it  may  be  feit  in  perusing  these  Records  that  this  period, 
so  far  as  regards  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Burghs,  was  one  of  the 
dreariest  in  their  annals,  we  cannot  fail  to  acknowledge  that  the 
outlook  of  these  burgesses  was  not  confined  to  their  Burghs :  theirs 
was  not  the  policy  whose  interest  was  centred  in  the  parish  pump. 
We  see  them  clinging  to  the  policy  of  monopoly  and  privilege  as  that 
upon  which  their  prosperity  depended,  and  struggling  to  retain  or 
recover  those  valued  rights  which  were  steadily  receding  from  them. 
In  ever  increasing  number  came  the  complaints  from  the  Burghs, 
of  decaying  trade,  forsaken  harbours,  roads  and  bridges  going  out 
of  repair,  and  general  poverty  appealing  for  financial  help,  which,  as 
already  indicated,  was  in  the  majority  of  cases  not  withheld.  Not  a 
few  of  the  Burghs  now  occupying  a  proud  position  were  among  those 
suppliants  who  received  timely  aid ;  and  it  is  to  be  noted  that  we  never 
come  across  any  expression  of  despondency  or  want  of  confidence  in 
the  future. 

(3)  We  note  the  faith  of  these  burgesses  of  a  bygone  time  in 
the  policy  of  protection  and  bounty  to  foster  industries  and  keep 
out  the  foreigner.  Their  views  on  these  matters  were  discarded  in 
the    next   century,   when    this   country   was   destined   to   experience  a 
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long  period  of  prosperity  on  lines  diametrically  opposed  to  those 
favoured  by  them.  Our  views  may  differ  from  theirs  as  to  policy 
and  methods,  but  the  objects  sought  then  and  now  are  substantially 
the  same. 

The  Convention,  as  already  shown,  was  described  as  "  the  guardian 
of  the  trade  of  Scotland,"  and  the  members  sought,  according  to  their 
lights,  to  promote  the  production  of  raw  material  in  the  country  and  manu- 
factures in  the  towns.  They  desired  that  Scottish  ships  should  be  found 
on  every  sea,  their  merchants  in  every  land  distinguished  for  enterprise 
and  integrity,  and  the  name  of  their  goods  forming  a  guarantee  of  quality 
and  value.  These  are  the  aims  of  our  people  still.  The  Convention  can  no 
longer  claim  monopoly  of  trade  for  the  Burghs,  or  special  craft  privileges 
for  the  burgesses,  but  its  interest  in  securing  the  main  object  remains, 
although  the  responsibility  now  lies  upon  the  nation  at  large  and  its 
representatives  in  local  authorities,  chambers  of  commerce,  Parliament, 
and  other  institutions.  The  Convention  is  anxious  to  co-operate  with 
all  or  any  of  these,  and,  as  representing  the  Burghs,  it  is  willing  to 
share  with  them  any  efforts  towards  the  common  purpose. 

(4)  The  twenty  years  embraced  in  this  volume  form  but  a  small 
part  of  the  life  of  the  nation,  or  even  of  the  Convention,  and  it  was 
too  short  to  allow  the  actors  in  it  to  judge  of  the  trend  of  events 
through  which  they  passed  ;  and  it  is  equally  impossible  for  us  to  judge 
that  period  without  reference  to  the  events  of  previous  and  succeeding 
times.  Read  by  themselves,  the  entries  in  these  Minutes  may  seem  a 
meaningless  and  confused  medley  of  isolated  matters,  whose  interest 
was  evanescent  and,  for  any  permanent  purpose,  mere  ropes  of  sand. 
When  viewed  over  a  sufficiently  long  tract  of  time,  however,  their  order 
and  relative  importance  can  be  discerned. 

In  the  period,  considered  by  itself,  we  have  references  to  wars 
between  Britain  and  France  at  the  beginning  and  end,  which  seem  to 
end  in  nothing.  We  find  the  Burghs  clinging  to  a  policy  of  monopoly 
which  was  steadily  melting  away,  with  the  pi'ospect  of  ultimate 
extinction.       Further,    it    was    recognised     that,    apart     from     general 
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tendencies,  the  Union  with  England  had  given  the  death-blow  to  the 
claim  for  the  exclusive  right  of  foreign  ti-ade.  The  outlook  was 
discouraging.  The  old  was  passing  away,  but,  undiscerned  as  yet, 
there  was  arising  a  new  development  in  which  Scotland  was  to  realise 
a  grander  destiny  than  could  ever  have  been  possible  under  the  old 
conditions.  Looking  at  the  matter  now,  with  our  knowledge  of 
subsequent  events,  we  can  see  much  that  was  not  visible  at  the 
time. 

It  was  in  this  period  that  the  great  industrial  development  of  the 
succeeding  century  took  its  rise.  Mechanical  inventions,  working  in  coal 
and  iron,  and  the  transformation  of  the  country  into  the  manufacturing 
workshop  of  the  world,  upon  which  our  prosperity  has  so  long- 
depended,  are  the  distinguishing  features  of  the  time  which  grew  out 
of  this  apparently  arid  and  'unpromising  soil. 

By  the  Union  with  England,  Scotland  became  part  of  the 
united  nation,  and  thenceforward  is  found  in  the  van  of  the  great 
enterprises  which  were  opening  up  as  the  task  of  the  British  people. 
It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that,  without  the  help  of  Scotland,  England 
could  not  have  achieved  the  acquisition  of  the  Colonies  and  her 
paramount  position  in  India,  to  say  nothing  of  the  share  which 
Scotland  lias  taken  in  the  peopling  and  development  of  the  Colonies 
themselves  and  the  administration  of  India.  It  is  striking  to  observe 
how  many  of  the  great  names  in  the  history  of  India  are  those  of 
Scotsmen.  When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  great  Colonial  Empire 
which  forms  the  British  Dominions  beyond  the  seas  was  practically 
all  acquired  in  the  century,  or  little  more,  which  succeeded  the  Union, 
and  all  those  wars,  which  seem  so  futile  when  considered  separately, 
were  essential  links  in  the  chain  of  acquisition,  it  will  be  seen  how 
the  small  section  of  time  to  which  these  Records  refer,  so  insignificant 
in  itself,  acquires  an  importance  and  meaning  as  an  essential  portion 
of  the  whole.     This  point  may  be  briefly  examined. 

During  the  eighteenth  century,  and  the  early  part  of  the 
nineteenth,  there  were  fought  no  less  than  seven  great  wars  between 
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this  country — the  United  Kingdom — and  France.  Five  of  these  were 
directly  with  France,  although  in  the  course  of  them  other  belligerents 
came  in  ;  and  in  the  remaining  two  of  them,  although  the  wars  began 
with  Spain  in  one  case  and  with  the  American  Colonies  in  the  other, 
they  too  developed  into  and  ended  as  wars  with  France. 

After  the  Revolution  of  1(J88,  England  and  Scotland  (not  then 
united  though  under  the  same  Crown)  were  involved  in  a  European 
war  which  lasted  eight  years,  from  1689  to  1697,  as  described  by 
Macaulay.  It  was  followed  by  the  great  war  of  the  Spanish  Suc- 
cession in  which  Marlborough  won  his  victories,  which  lasted  eleven 
years,  from  1702  to  1713.  Next,  the  war  in  which  the  battles  of 
Dettingen  and  Fontenoy  were  fought  lasted  nine  years,  from  1739 
to  1748.  This  was  followed  by  the  Seven  Years'  War,  which,  as 
noticed  above,  was  going  on  at  the  beginning  of  our  period,  and  in 
which  there  occurred  the  battle  of  the  Heights  of  Abraham,  the 
death  of  Wolfe,  and  the  conquest  of  Canada.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  nation  came  out  of  that  struggle  intoxicated  with  glory,  and 
England  stood  upon  a  pinnacle  of  greatness  which  she  had  never 
reached  before.  The  next,  or  fifth  war,  was  the  American  War  which 
lasted  eight  years,  from  1775  to  1783,  in  which,  although  the  land 
campaigns  were  ignominious  for  Britain,  the  grand  naval  war  in 
which  this  country  stood  at  bay  against  almost  all  the  world  brought 
some  credit  through  the  victories  of  Rodney.  The  sixth  and  seventh 
are  the  two  great  wars  with  revolutionary  France  and  Napoleon. 
The  first  lasted  nine  years,  from  1793  to  1802;  the  second,  twelve, 
from  1803  to  1815.  Now  at  first  sight  there  seems  little  or  no 
connection  between  these  wars,  either  in  their  origin  or  purpose  or 
place  of  struggle.  Hostilities  may  break  out  in  the  Low  Countries 
or  in  Germany,  but  the  war  is  waged,  so  its  seems,  anywhere  or 
everywhere,  at  Madras,  at  the  mouth  of  the  St  Lawrence,  or  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Thus  Macaulay  says,  in  speaking  of  Frederick's 
invasion  of  Silesia,  "  in  order  that  he  might  rob  a  neighbour  whom 
he  had  promised  to  defend,  black  men  fought  on  the  coast  of  Coro- 
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mandel  and  red  men  scalped  each  other  by  the  great  lakes  of 
North  America."  It  will  be  noticed  that  our  period  is  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  succession  of  wars.  Professor  Seeley,  in  his  "  Expansion 
of  England  "  (which  is  referred  to  for  the  fuller  treatment  of  this 
point),  says : — "  I  said  that  the  expansion  of  England  in  the  New 
World  and  in  Asia  is  the  formula  which  sums  up  for  England  the 
history  of  the  eighteenth  century.  I  point  out  now  that  the  great 
triple  war  of  the  middle  of  that  century  is  neither  more  nor  less 
than  the  great  decisive  duel  between  England  and  France  for  the 
possession  of  the  New  World.  It  was  perhaps  scarcely  perceived  at 
the  time,  as  it  has  been  seldom  remarked  since,  but  the  explanation 
of  that  second  one  hundred  years'  war  between  England  and  France, 
which  fills  the  eighteenth  century,  is  this,  that  they  were  rival 
candidates  for  the  possession  of  the  New  World,  and  the  triple  war 
which  rills  the  middle  of  the  century  is,  as  it  were,  the  decisive 
camj:>aign  in  this  great  world  struggle."  It  need  only  be  added  here 
that  in  our  turn  we  point  out  that  England  alone  is  not  entitled  to 
the  credit  and  glory  of  all  this,  without  acknowledgment  that  Scotland 
after  the  Union  took  a  loyal  and  heroic  part  in  the  struggle,  and 
without  her  help  the  result  might  have  been  different. 

We  have  seen  how  Scotland  suffei-ed  with  regard  to  foreign 
trade  through  the  operation  of  the  Union  with  England,  which, 
under  the  Treaty,  gave  the  same  trading  rights  to  the  whole 
kingdom.  In  order  to  illustrate  the  great  disadvantage  at  which 
Scotland  was  placed  with  regard  to  trading  enterprises  in  the  New 
World  before  the  Union,  which  were  removed  by  the  Union,  the 
case  of  the  Darien  Expedition  may  be  referred  to. 

William  Paterson,  a  banker,  formed  a  very  bold  project  of  a 
Scottish  Trading  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  colonising  the  Isthmus 
of  Darien  as  a  central  place  of  trade.  The  design  was  that  goods  from 
India  would  come  by  ship  to  the  Isthmus  on  the  Pacific  side,  would  be 
carried  overland  to  the  colony,  and  there  be  shipped  off  to  Glasgow. 
A  canal  joining  the  Firths  of  Forth  and  Clyde  would  carry  them  to 
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Leith,  and  thence  a  ready  entrance  would  be  found  for  them  into  the 
continent  of  Europe.  Both  the  friends  and  the  enemies  of  the  scheme 
imagined  they  saw  Glasgow  and  Leith  rising  into  splendour  and 
wealth,  like  Genoa  and  Venice  in  the  Middle  Ages,  as  the  streams  of 
Indian  wealth  ran  through  their  great  bazaars.  But  envious  eyes 
looked  on.  The  interests  of  the  English  and  Dutch  East  India 
Companies  must  be  protected,  and  this  was  the  view  of  King  William 
III.  and  of  the  English  House  of  Commons.  The  Darien  Enterprise 
must  be  crushed.  A  capital  of  £400,000  was  subscribed  in  Scotland, 
and  as  much  in  England,  but  the  English  shareholders  soon  withdrew 
under  the  hostile  pressure.  Nevertheless,  the  venture  was  taken  up  by 
the  Scottish  people  with  great  enthusiasm.  In  July  1698,  three  ships 
sailed  from  Leith  with  1200  hopeful  hearts  on  board.  They  arrived 
at  Darien  in  November,  and  founded  the  Colony  of  New  Caledonia, 
with  the  nucleus  of  two  towns, — New  Edinburgh  and  New  St 
Andrews.  But  they  were  treated  with  enmity,  not  merely  by  the 
Spaniards,  but  by  the  English  colonists  within  reach  of  them.  From 
these  causes  and  internal  dissension,  as  well  as  lack  of  foresight  and 
management,  the  result  was  complete  failure,  and  the  few  suivivors 
were  glad  to  escape  to  New  York  and  Jamaica.  Meanwhile,  before 
tidings  of  the  disaster-  arrived,  a  second  expedition,  and  afterwards 
a  third,  left  these  shores  to  reinforce  the  colonists,  but  with  the  same 
disastrous  ending  :  the  English  hostility  was  fatal  to  them.  In  the 
regime  before  the  Union,  there  was  thus  found  no  place  for  a  Scottish 
Trading  Colony  in  these  inviting  lands  beyond  the  sea.  In  this  state 
of  matters,  negotiations  for  the  Union  were  rapidly  matured,  and 
i;ltimately  the  Treaty  of  Union  of  1707  was  agreed  to.  The  Scottish 
Burghs  lost  their  monopoly  of  the  small  foreign  trade  with  Europe  at 
the  staple  port,  but  there  was  thrown  open  to  them  as  a  counterpart 
the  trading  and  colonising  opportunities  of  the  New  World. 

The  significance  of  these  Colonial  possessions  was  not  recognised 
at  the  time  when  they  were  acquired.  To  a  certain  extent  it  was 
admitted  that  colonies  would  benefit  the  Mother-country,  by  proving  a 
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field  to  be  exploited  in   its  interests.     Bnt  that  depended  on  the  degree 
in  which  the  colonies  could    be  held  and  controlled.     A   common  idea 
was — at  all  events  until  very  recently—  that  so  long  as  colonies  were 
dependent  upon  the  Mother-country  they  were  all  right,  but  when  they 
became  self-supporting  they  would  hive  oft*  and  set  up  for  themselves. 
"  Colonies,"  said  the  French  statesman,  Turgot,  "are  like  fruits,  which 
cling  to  the  tree  only  till  they  ripen."     This  view  seemed  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  action  of  the  American  Colonies  revolting  and  forming 
the   United   States.      But   the   mistakes   on   the    part   of    the    Mother- 
country  which  led  to  that  revolt  have  long  since  been  recognised  and 
regretted  by  it.      Even  apart  from  the  United  States,  who  can  estimate 
the  value  to  Great  Britain  of  those  Dominions  beyond  the  Sea  which 
have  remained  faithful,  as  an  outlet  for  our  surplus  population,  and  as 
the  strength   and   bulwark   of   the   Homeland   in  the   time  of  trial,  as 
shown  in  the  experience  of  the  South  African  War,  and  especially  in 
the  marvellous  rally  to  its  aid  in  the  present  vital  struggle  ?     Already 
we  can   see   as  an   established   fact   that   Greater  Britain,  sharing  our 
traditions,    literature,    and    history — our    kinsmen    beyond     the    sea — 
forming  with  us  the  British  Empire  in  a  wider   sense  than  was  ever 
dreamt  of   before.     Not  only  so,  but  even  our  kinsmen  of  the  United 
States  have  arisen   in   their  might  and  joined  with  us  in  this  decisive 
war,  impelled  by  the  same  spirit  which  animates  our  people,  and  seeking 
the  same  ends.      Who  can  doubt  that  the  future,  under  the  guidance  of 
Divine    Providence,  holds  in   reserve  a  great  destiny  for  the  English- 
speaking  Nations  in  the  march  of  human  progress  ?     There  might  have 
been  some  excuse  for  the  Scottish  burgesses  of  the  eighteenth  century 
looking  with  something  like  despair  upon  the  prospect  as  they  saw  it. 
but  surely  there  is  none  for  us,  even  in  the  very  crisis  of  our  fate  as 
a  Nation,  faltering,  or   ceasing   for  a  moment  to  look   forward  to  an 
early  and  assured  triumph. 

THOMAS  HUNTER. 
Inverarbour, 
Inverleith  Plack, 
Edinburgh,  10/ h  December  1917. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  RECORDS 

OF   THE 

CONVENTION  OF  THE  ROYAL  BURGHS 
OF  SCOTLAND 


In  the  General  Convention  of  the  Royal  Burrows  of  Scotland, 
holden  at  the  Burgh  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  tenth  day  of  July 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-nine  years  by  the 
Commissioners  therein  conveened,  who  compearing  produced 
their  Commissions  as  follows,  vizt. : — 

DINBURGH,    John    Carmichael    &    Thomas    Simpson ;     Perth,  Edinburgh. 

William  Stewart ;    Dundee.  George  Yeaman  ;   Aberdeen,  John  5—5 — ^-r 

"  Sederunt. 

Duncan ;  Stirling,  David  Gourly ;  St  Andrews,  James 
Lumsdaine  ;  Glasgow,  John  Murdoch  ;  Air,  Elias  Cathcart ;  Hadingtoun, 
Andrew  Dickson ;  Dysert,  James  Davidson ;  Montrose,  David  Doig ; 
Anstruther  Easter,  Andrew  Johnstone ;  Dumfreise,  Robert  Maxwell ; 
Inverness,  Evan  Baillie ;  Bruntisland,  John  Kynnier;  Inverkeithing, 
Dr  Henry  Cunningham  ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Hamilton ;  Brechin,  John 
Mollison,  junr. ;  Irving,  Charles  Hamilton  ;  Jedburgh,  Alexander  Ainslie  ; 
Wigtoun,  Alexander  Hooks  ;  Pittenweem,  Thomas  Martin  ;  Dumfermling, 
A 
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Edinburgh 
10  July  1759. 
Sederunt. 


Preeses 
chosen. 


2d  art.  of 
the  missive 
read. 

Committee 
to  revise  the 
commis- 
sions. 


John  Wilson;  Anstruther  Wester,  Robert  Hunter;  Selkirk,  William 
Currer ;  Dumbarton,  James  Smollet ;  Ranfrew,  Robert  Somervell  ; 
Dumbar,  Robert  Fall  ;  Lanerk,  Christopher  Bannantyne  ;  Aberbrothock, 
Alexander  Keith  ;  Peebles,  James  Haldane  ;  Craill,  Mr  John  Lindsay  ; 
Tain,  Mr  David  Ross;  Culross,  Robert  Geddes ;  Banf,  James  Bartlet ; 
Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan  ;  Forfar,  John  Ure  ;  Forress,  Thomas  Brodie  ; 
Ruthglen,  Robert  Spence  ;  North  Berwick,  Alexander  Lauder ;  Cullen, 
Mr  James  Philp  ;  Lauder,  John  Thomson  ;  Kilrenny,  Andrew  Waddell ; 
Annan,  Bryce  Blair ;  Lochmabin,  Robert  Henderson ;  Sanquhar, 
Alexander  Goldie ;  Queensferry,  Robert  Dick ;  Inverury,  Mr  George 
Grub;  Wick,  George  Sinclair,  Esqr.  ;  Inverbervie,  The  Rt.  Honble.  The 
Viscount  Arburthnot ;  Stranraer,  Mr  David  Dalrymple  ;  (fifteen  burrows 
blank). 

1.  The  which  day  the  convention  unanimously  elected  Geor-ge 
Drummond,  Esquire,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses 
during  the  sitting  of  this  convention,  who  accepted  of  the  office  and 
gave  his  oath  de  fideli,  he  being  formerly  qualifyed  to  his  Majesty 
King  George  the  Second  by  takeing  the  oaths  of  alleadgance  and 
abjuration,  &  subscriveing  the  same  with  the  assurance. 

2.  The  same  day  the  second  article  of  the  missive,  relative  to  the 
missive  dues,  was  read  according  to  appointment. 

3.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  the  burghs  of  Edin- 
burgh, Perth,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  Montrose,  Kinghorn, 
Jedburgh,  Ranfrew7,  Dumbar,  and  Queensferry  as  a  committee  to  revise 
the  haill  commissions  presented  to  the  convention  ;  and  having  heard  the 
commissions  of  the  said  committee  read  in  their  own  presence,  they 
approve  of  the  same  ;  and  such  of  the  members  of  the  said  committee 
and  their  assessors  who  were  not  formerly  qualifyed  did  qualify  them- 
selves to  his  Majesty  King  George  the  Second  by  takeing  the  oaths 
of  alleadgance  and  abjuration,  and  signing  the  same  with  the 
assurance,  vizt. : — David  Gourly,  commissioner  for  Stirling,  and  Thomas 
Gillespie,  his  assessor. 
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4.  The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  commissions  Edinburgh. 
reported  to  the  convention  that  they  having  heard  read  and  considered  Commissions' 
the  commissions  lor  the  burghs  of  St  Andrews,  Air,  Hadingtoun,  Dysert,  (M'I)roven- 
Anstruther     Easter,     Dumfreise,     Inverness,     Inverkeithing,    Kinghorn, 

Brechin,  Irving,  Jedburgli,  Wigtoun,  Pittenweem,  Dumfermling, 
Anstruther  Wester,  Selkirk,  Lanerk,  Aberhrothock,  Craill,  Tain,  Banf, 
Whithorn,  Forfar,  Forress,  Rutherglcn,  North  Berwick,  Cullen,  Lauder, 
Kilienny,  Annan,  Lochmabin,  Sanquhar,  Inverury,  Inverary,  Week, 
Inverbervie,  and  Stranraer,  they  were  of  oppinion  that  the  whole  of 
these  commissions  both  as  to  commissioners  and  assessors  should  be 
sustain'd,  excepting  the  commission  in  favours  of  the  commissioner  for 
Inverbervie,  which  they  were  of  oppinion  should  be  rejected.  Which  being- 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  committee's  report; 
and  such  of  the  commissioners  and  their  assessors  who  were  not 
formerly  qualifyed  did  qualify  themselves  to  his  Majesty  King 
George  the  Second  by  taking  the  oaths  of  alleadgance  and 
abjuration,  and  signing  the  same  with  the  assurance,  vizt. : — John 
Lindsay,  commissioner  for  Craill  ;  George  Shand,  assessor  for  Aberdeen  ; 
&  Andrew  Crossbie,  assessor  for  Lochmabin. 

5.  The  same  day  the  39th  article  of  the  convention,   1749,  anent  39  art.  of  the 
giveing  of  money  or  increasing  the  missive  dues  upon  the  first  motion,   miss,ve  rea  • 
was  presented  to  the  preeses  and  publickly  read  according  to  appoint- 
ment. 

6.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  convention  by  David   The  report  of 
Flint,    secretary    to    the    honble.    the    commissioners    and    trustees    for  fcthe^Davts 
lisheiys  and  manufactures  in   Scotland,  a  coppy  of  the  report  made  by  madeby 

.  ,  .  i  •     tit    •      j  i    /-ii     •  i        /-n  their  order 

the  said  commissioners  to  Ins  Majesty  at  Christmas  last;  as  also  George   presented. 
Innes,  deputy   receiver  general,  gave  in  an  accompt  of  the  payments 
made  by  the  receiver  general  in  consequence  of  the  trustees'  order  from 
the  25th  of   December  1757  to  the  25th  of  December  1758,  both  which 
were  ordered  to  lye  upon  the  table  for  the  perusall  of  the  members. 
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10  July  1759. 
Commissions 
approven. 


An nl.  missive 
read. 


Proceedings 
of  the  annl. 
committee 
approven. 


A  motion  in 
favours  of 
Mr  Wilson 
delay 'd. 


Application 
for  ships  of 
war  for  pro- 
tecting the 
trade  &  north 
coast  to  be 
made  to  the 
lords  of  the 
admiralty. 


Eodem  die  post  meridiem. 

7.  There  was  presented  a  commission  from  the  burgh  of  Dundee  in 
favoui's  of  George  Yeaman  of  Balbeughlie,  present  provost  of  the  said 
burgh,  as  also  a  commission  to  Robert  Geddes,  merchant  (from  the 
burgh  of  Culross),  one  of  the  present  baillies  of  that  burgh,  as  also 
an  other  commission  from  the  burgh  of  Bruntisland  in  favours  of  John 
Kinneir,  shipmaster,  and  present  dean  of  gild  of  the  said  burgh,  and 
Samuel  Charters,  town  clerk,  to  be  his  assessor.  Which  being  read  to 
the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  saids  three  commissions. 

8.  The  same  day  the  annual  missive  being  read,  the  convention 
remit  the  same  to  the  committee  on  the  commissions,  and  they  to  report. 

9.  The  same  day  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  committee  being 
read,  the  convention  approve  thereof,  reserving  the  consideration  of  such 
matters  relative  to  the  giveing  of  money  as  are  recommended  to  the 
convention  by  the  said  committee. 

10.  The  same  day  it  was  moved,  in  consequence  of  the  recommenda- 
tion from  the  annual  committee,  that  some  present  should  be  made  to 
Mr  Wilson,  surveyor  of  the  post  office  at  London,  for  his  good  offices  in 
this  country,  and  the  use  he  might  be  of  in  regulating  the  propper 
arrangment  of  the  reports  ;  the  convention  delay  the  consideration  of  this 
matter  till  their  next  meeting,  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  the  convention. 

11.  The  same  day  the  member  from  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen  repre- 
sented that  the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  that  town,  Montrose,  and 
the  other  coast  towns,  that  as  the  country  was  not  possest  of  arms,  the 
towns  upon  the  coast  might  be  insulted  hy  a  few  privateers  &  subjected 
to  the  payment  of  contributions  to  the  enemys  of  our  country,  and 
therefor  moved  that  propper  application  should  be  made  by  the 
convention  for  two  or  more  of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war  to  cruise 
along  the  north  coast  for  the  protection  of  trade  and  of  the  coast  towns. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  appoint  the  burghs  of 
Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Perth,  Dundee,  Montrose,  &  Banf  to 
prepare    letters    on    that    subject     to    be   transmitted    to    his    Majesty's 
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Secretarvs  of  state   and    the  lords  of  the   admiralty,  requesting  that  a   Kdinhuroh. 
,  •  ,    ,  i    -j  i.       i  »  •  ■  |(l  'luly  l?59- 

rorty  and  a  twenty  gun  ship  might  be  propperly  stationed  tor  cruising  on   - 
the  said  coast  and  protecting  the  trade  and  coast  towns. 

12.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  in  the  convention  Report  anenb 
a   report  from  the  burghs  of  Dumbar,  Selkirk,  and  Lauder  concerning  referr'd  to  a 
the  decayed  state  and  condition  of  the  town  of  Jedburgh  ;  the  convention  committee, 
remit  the  same  to  the  committee  on  the  commissions,  and  they  to  report 

to  the  convention. 

13.  The  same  day  there    was  read   a  memorial  representing  that  The  expence 

Thomas  Kinneir,  merchant,  had  on  the  19th  of  July  last,  at  the  desire  of  paklbyThos! 

several  of  the  merchants  in  Edinbr.,  paid  out  four  pounds  sixteen  shillings   Kl"ne,1!', 

1  l  °      reterr  u  to  a 

sterling  for  forwarding  an  express  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  from  committee. 
the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  with  dispatches  his  lordship  had  received 
that  day  from  the  magistrats  of  Aberdeen  with  a  letter  from  the 
captain  of  the  "  Boscawen  "  privateer,  giveing  advice  of  three  Greenland 
ships  being  taken  by  two  French  frigats  in  sight  of  the  said  privateer, 
and  as  this  was  intended  for  the  publick  service,  Mr  Kinneir  was 
perswaded  the  convention  would  reimburse  him  of  the  said  expence. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remit  the  same 
to  the  committee  on  the  commissions,  and  they  to  report. 

11  July  1759. 

14.  The  which  day  the  convention  having  heard  read  a  commission   Commissions 
from    the  burgh   of  Peebles  in  favours   of  James   Halden,  Esqr.,   their  app 
present  provost,  and  also  a  commission  from  the  burgh  of  Pittenween 
appointing  Thomas  Martin,  one  of  the  present  baillies,  their  commissioner, 

and  David  Loch,  merchant  in  Leith,  to  be  his  assessor,  they  approve  of 
the  said  commissions. 

15.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  consideration  of  the  Heads  and 

annual   missive    was   committed   reported   that    having  considered   the  'tjie  „eni_ 

several  heads  of  the  missive  they  were  of  oppinion  that  the  whole  of  mlssfve 

J  L  L  continued. 

them  should  be  continued  as  they  now  stand  for  one  year  longer  ;  and 
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Edinburgh,     that  it  should  be  committed  to  the  burghs  of  Ediubr.,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen, 

,-i •-..  Anstruther  Easter,  and  Aberbrothock  to  consider  the  seventh  article  of 

Committee 

on  the  7th  the  missive,  particularly  with  regaurd  to  unfreemen  carrying  on  trade, 
and  the  notice  to  be  sent  up  by  the  royal  burrows  on  that  subject  to 
every  annual  convention,  and  they  to  report  to  the  next  convention  ;  and 

Annl.  furder,  that  it  should  be  committed  to  the  next  annual  committee  to 

committee       consider  the  ei^ht  article  of  the  missive,  and  particularly  what  are  the 
on  ye  Stli  art.  =>  >  L  J 

most  proper  measures  to  be  follow'd  out  for  the  better  regulating  of  the 

white    herring    fishing,    and     extending     the     priviledges     in     England 

respecting  the  cureing  of  red  herring  with  salt  duety  free,  and  that  the 

said  annual  committee  should  apply  to  the  trustees  for  the  encouragment 

of  tisherys  and  manufactures  and  to  persons  in  power  for   obtaining 

some   publick    encouragment    in    order    to    carry    these    measures    into 

execution  by  the  imployment  of  a  propper  officer  for  inforceing  such 

regulations    as    may    be   deem'd  necessary  for  the   improvement  of   so 

Aunl.  valuable  a  branch  of  trade ;    and  furder  reported,  with  regaurd  to  the 

committee  to   four^eentli  article  relative  to  the  commissioners  from  the  burrows  to  the 
write  to  the 

haill  royl.  general  assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  that  these  words  (being  a 
anenfc  the  lay  lay  elder)  should  be  inserted,  and  that  as  there  is  to  be  a  question  before 
the  next  general  assembly  connected  with  the  priviledges  of  the  burrows, 
that  the  preeses  of  the  annual  committee  should,  at  or  before  Candlemas 
next,  transmit  a  letter  to  the  several  burrows  incloseing  this  article  of 
the  missive,  and  recommending  to  them  to  send  up  commissioners  duely 
instructed  to  the  next  general  assembly ;  and  furder  reported  that  as  the 
legislatur  have  under  their  consideration  a  plan  for  regulating  the 
weights  and  measures  in  Great  Britain,  that  the  annual  committee 
should  give  due  attention  to  any  bill  that  may  be  brought  in  on  that 
head,  and  that  this  convention  should  recommend  to  the  several  burrows 
to  transmit  to  the  next  annual  committee  any  usefull  hints  that  may 
occur  to  them  on  that  subject.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report,  and  continue  the  several 
heads  and  articles  of  the  missive  for  one  year  longer,  and  appoint 
these    words  (being    a    lay    elder)    to     be   inserted    in    the   fourteenth 


elders. 
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article,  and  continue  the  tax  roll  as  it  now  stands  until!  July  iajvij  &   Edinburgh. 
,    .    .  J        .  11  July  1759. 

and  sixty.  Tax  roll  . 

continued. 

16.  The    same  day   the   connnittce  to   whom    it    was    remitted   to    , 

.  ,  Agent  to  pay 

consider  the   report    made  relative   to  the   decay  d   state  of  Jedburgh  £30  sterling 
reported   their  oppinion,   that  as  their  misfortunes  have  cheifly    arisen   btireh  of° 
from  the  neighbouring  country  being  greatly  depopulated  hy  the  late  Jedburgh, 
custom  of  leting  leases  of  large  farms,  the  convention  should  allow  them 
annually  the  sum  of  thirty  pound  sterling  while  their  distress  remains 
and  the  tax  roll  continues  without  alteration,  and  this  sum  to  he  charged 
on  the  missive,  and  the  first  payment  to  be  made  at  July  iajvij  &  and 
sixty.      Which    being  considered   hy  the  convention,   they   ordain    and 
enact  accordingly. 

17.  The   same  day    the  committee   to   whom    it    was    remitted    to   Agent  to  re- 
consider   the    motion   made   to   reimburse    Mr   Kinneir  of  four    pound   ltay  •     l°.s' 

1  Ivinnier  £4, 

sixteen  shillings  sterl.   for  an  express  to  London,   reported  that  as  the   16s.  sterl.  for 

express  was  for  the  publick  service,  the  agent  should  he  ordered  to  pay 

the  same.      Which  being   considered   hy   the   convention,    they   appoint 

the  agent  to  pay  the  said  sum  accordingly. 

18.  The  same  day  Archibald  Blair  presented  the  agent's  accompts  Agent's 
with   the   list  of   arrears  of  missive  dues,   the  agent   being   necessarly   presented 
absent,   the   convention   remit    the    same    to    the   consideration    of     the 
committee  on  the  missive,  and  they  to  report. 

19.  The   same    day    the    committee  to  whom    it  was  remitted    to  Letters  to 

consider  the  motion   from  Aberdeen,  relative  to  the  defenceless  state  of   u'6,, 

Holderness 

the    trade    and  coast   towns    from    Fifeness   to  Buchaness    upon    with-   *  the  lords 
drawing   his    Majesties  troops   to   the   south,   reported  that    they    had  admiralty 
prepared  draughts  of  letters  to  the  Right  Honble.  The  Lord  Holderness  approven. 
and  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  on  that  subject.      Which  being  read,  the 
convention  approve  of   the  said  draughts,  and  authorize  their  preeses 
to  sign  them   in  their   name,   and   appoint    the  letters  to  be  recorded 
in  their  books  immediatly  after  riseing  of  the  convention. 
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Edinbdegh. 

11  July  1750. 
Committee 
to  consider 
the  expence 
in  defending 
the  burgh  of 
Inverness 
agt.  John 
Smyth. 


Committee 
to  consider 
the  expence 
of  Kinghorn 
harbour. 


Committee 
to  conferr 
wt.  the  lord 
advocat  & 
sollicitor 
anent the 
high  roads  & 
the  assize  of 
bread. 


20.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  read  a  memorial 
from  the  gildry  and  freemen  burgeses  of  Inverness,  representing  the 
great  expence  they  had  been  at  in  prosecuting  one,  John  Smith,  who 
had  imported  a  cargo  of  forreign  goods  and  clandestinely  retaill'd  a 
considerable  part  of  them  within  the  town,  that  the  convention,  1756, 
had  countenanced  the  prosecution,  as  Smith  was  only  a  honorary  burges 
in  the  burgh  of  Annan,  that  notwithstanding  the  guildry  had  lost  the 
cause  whereby  a  great  expence  was  incurred,  and  therefor  praying  such 
releiff  as  should  seem  meet  to  the  wisdom  of  the  convention.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remit  the  same  to  the 
committee  on  the  missive,  and  they  to  report. 

21.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  read  a  petition 
from  the  Burgh  of  Kinghorn,  seting  forth  the  great  expence  they  had 
been  at  in  building  their  harbour,  and  that  the  former  recommendation 
for  a  general  contribution  from  the  burrows  had  proved  ineffectual!,  that 
on  the  faith  of  assistance  thence  ariseing  the  burgh  had  launch'd  out  a 
large  sum  in  carrying  on  this  useful]  work  at  the  most  frequented  ferry 
in  the  kingdom,  and  therefor  praying  such  releif  from  the  state  of 
burrows  as  to  their  wisdom  should  seem  meet.  Which  being  considered 
by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  same  to  the  committee  on  the  missive, 
and  they  to  report. 

22.  The  same  day  a  motion  was  made  representing  that  a  memorial 
had  been  printed  in  the  view  of  obtaining  a  general  law  for  the  repara- 
tion of  the  roads  and  high  ways,  which  was  a  publick  question  in  which 
the  burrows  were  a  good  deall  interested,  and  therefor  it  was  proposed 
that  a  smal  committee  should  be  appointed  to  conferr  with  the  lord 
advocat  and  sollicitor  on  this  subject  and  on  the  late  law  relative  to  the 
assize  of  bread.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
appoint  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen  to  wait 
of  his  Majesty's  advocat  and  sollicitor  and  conferr  with  them  as  to  the 
intended  schem  for  a  general  law  relative  to  the  repairing  the  roads  and 
high  ways,  and  likeways  as  to  the  late  act  fixing  the  assize  of  bread,  and 
the  committee  to  report. 
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Ko  die  post  meridiem.  Edinburgh. 

x  1  1  .Inly  1  ;5(.). 

[23.  Report  on  the  agent's  accompts  of  unfree  trade] 

24.  The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  audite  the  agent's  Report  on 

....  i  ,i,i,i-  -ii  •  ]         i    the  agent's 

accompt  ot   missive  dues  reported  that  having  examined  and  considered   accomj)t,s  0f 

the  accompt  of  missive  dues  fand  lie  charges  himself  with  two  thousand   missive  dues. 

seven  hundred    and    two  pound    sixteen    shilling    and  ten    pennies   T2a 

Scots  as  the  ballance  due  by  him  at  auditing  his  last  accompt,  and  with 

the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  Scots  as  the  year's  missive  dues  from 

the  first  of  July  seventeen  hundred  and  fifty-eight  to  the  first  of  July 

seventeen  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  amounting  in  all  to  the  sum  of  twelve 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  two  pound  sixteen  shilling  ten  pennies  T2o 

Scots;    and    that    his    discharge,   inclusive    of    one    hundred    and   fifty 

pound     ten     shilling     and    six     pennies     Scots,      being     the      ballance 

due  to  him  on  his  account  of  unfree  trade  and  taken  credite  for  in  this 

accompt,  amounts  to  ten  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six  pound 

seventeen  shilling  Scots,  whereby  there  is  a  ballance  of  one  thousand 

nine    hundred    and    forty-five   pound    nineteen  shilling  &   ten   pennies 

X5   Scots  due  by  the  agent  on  this  accompt,  with  which  ballance  the 

agent  should  charge  himself  in  his  next  accompt ;  and  find  the  discharge 

of  this  accompt  sufficiently  instructed,  the  instructions  being  sealed  up 

by  the  preeses  are  left  in  the  clerk's  hands.      Which  being  considered 

by  the    convention,  they  approve  of  the  report,  and  appoint  the  agent 

in   his   next  accompts    to   charge   himself    accordingly ;    and   of   which 

accompt  the  tenor  follows  : — 

Mr  Hugh  Forbes,  agent  to  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland,  his 
accompt  of  missive  dues  from  1st  July  1758  to  do.  1759. 
Dr. 
To    the    ballance   of   last  accompt  of    missive   dues 

audited  the  13th  July  1758       -  -  -      £2,702   16   10A 

To  one  year's  missive  dues  of  the  royal  burrows  from 

the  first  of  July  1758  to  do.  1759  -  -       10,000     0     0 

£12,702   1G   10T% 
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Edinburgh. 
11  July  1759. 


Conr.  Credr. 

By  cash  as  the  last  moyety  of  £18,000  Scots  given 

by  the  convention  in  July  1753  for  the  publick 

buildings  in  the  city  of  Edinbr. 
By  cash  to  the  manadgers  of  the  Edinr.  society 
By  do.  to  the  burgh  of  Kirkwall  as  \  of  £292,  Is.  8jd. 

for  the  cess  of  Stromness  from  July   1742  till 

July  1758,  £97,  7s.  2f§d.  sterling  inde.  in  Scots 

money  -  -  -       £1108      G   10 

One    year's    intrest    of    the    above 

£292,   Is.   8Jd  till  July  1759, 

£14,  12s.  Id.  sterl.       -  -  175     5     0 

1     year's    cess    &    missive    dues    of 

4  shill.  of  releif  to  Kirkwall     -  264   13     4 


£3000  0  0 
630  0  0 


1608  5  2 


Annl.  com- 
mittee to 
apply  for 
protections 
to  the  boats 
in  the 
herring 
fishing. 


The  present 
establishing 
appro  ven. 


[25.   Burghs  in  arrear  at  July  1759.] 

26.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Dunbar  moved 
that  application  should  be  made  by  the  convention  to  the  lords  of  the 
admirality  for  a  protection  to  the  persons  to  be  imployed  in  the  white 
herring  ffishery,  as  there  was  a  prospect  of  that  branch  of  trade  turning 
out  to  a  good  account  this  year.  Which  being  considei'ed  by  the 
convention,  they  remitt  to  the  next  annual  committee  to  apj)ly  to  the 
regulating  captain,  and  take  such  other  measures  as  shall  appear  to 
them  most  proper  for  procuring  protection  to  the  ffishers  employ 'd  in 
that  branch  of  trade. 

27.  The  same  day  the  convention  heard  read  the  present  establish- 
ment and  the  remitt  to  the  last  annual  committee,  relative  to  the  articles 
for  a  sallary  to  the  secretary  to  the  trustees  for  himself  and  clerk  and 
the  rent  of  their  office,  to  enquire  how  these  two  articles  came  upon  the 
establishment ;  the  preeses  represented  that  previous  to  the  granting  a 
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patent  for  erecting  trustees  and  alloting  certain  publick  funds  for  the  Edinburgh. 

L  n  o  i.  i  i     I     1       l —  r  1 1 

encouragement  of  ffisherys  and  manufactures,  the  convention,  upon  the  The  present 
narrative    that     the    publick    funds    should     not    bo    diverted   from  establishmfc. 

approven. 

publick  uses  on  account  of  sallarys  or  other  allowances,  had  made 
an  offer  of  defraying  the  necessary  charges  that  the  trustees  must  be 
at  on  account  of  an  office,  clerks,  and  proper  servants  without 
which  the  trust  could  not  be  execute,  as  appear'd  by  their 
address  to  his  late  Majesty  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  convention, 
anno  172(i,  and  that  the  patent  granted  by  his  Majestie  made  express 
mention  of  that  offer  ;  and  further,  the  burrows  did  by  posterior  acts 
agree  to  make  payment  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  £180  sterl.,  and  did 
thereafter  elect  Mr  David  Flint  to  be  secretary  to  the  trustees,  and 
appointed  to  him  and  his  assistant  the  sallary  now  standing  on  the 
establishment,  which  together  with  the  rent  of  the  office  does  not 
amount  to  the  above  mentioned  sum  ;  and  the  acts  of  the  convention 
and  clauses  of  the  patent  relative  to  this  article  were  read.  All  which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  present 
establishment  as  it  now  stands, 


Edinr,   12  July   1759. 

28.   The  which  day  the  convention  having  heard  read  a  commission   Commissions 
from   the   burgh  of  Dumbarton  appointing  James   Smollet  of  Bonhill,  aPProven- 
Esqr.,  their  commissioner,  and   Archibald  M'Aulay,  late  lord  provost  of 
Edinburgh,  his  assessor,  they  approve  of  the  said  commission. 


29.  The  same  day  the  convention   appoint  the  burghs  of  Edinbr.,   Annual 

3om 
ipp 


Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  Air,  Dysert,  Montrose,  IJErintS 
Anstr.  Easter,  Dumfries,  Inverness,  Bruntisland,  Innerkeithing. 
Kinghorn,  Irvine,  Wigtown,  Pittenweem,  Dumbarton,  Renfrew,  Dunbar, 
Lanerk,  Aberbrothock,  Craill,  Tain,  Whithorn,  Forres,  North  Berwick, 
Cullen,  Annan,  Lochmaben,  Sanquhar,  Quensferry,  Inverury, 
Wick,  and  Stranraer  as  a  committee  to  sit  after  dissolving  this  present 
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Edinburgh,     convention,  and    to  proceed    in,    consider,  and  determine  upon  all  and 

12  July  17.r>i(.  .  .  . 

Annual —     -  every  particular  that    has    heen  remitted    to     them     by    this     present 

committee  convention,  and  particularly  upon  every  thing  tending  to  the  benetite 
of  trade  and  of  the  state  of  burrows,  and  upon  all  differences  that 
has  arisen  or  may  arise  in  burrows  or  between  burrows,  and  upon 
every  thing  concerning  the  staple  port  and  due  observance  thereof,  and 
upon  every  thing  concerning  unfree  traders  and  the  communication 
of  trade ;  declaring  that  five  shall  be  a  quorum  in  every  matter 
except  in  such  cases  as  shall  require  any  application  to  parliament 
wherein  nine  shall  be  a  quorum  ;  and  finder,  the  annual  committee  are 
hereby  directed  and  impowered  to  correspond  with  the  burrows' 
representatives  in  parliament  concerning  trade  or  the  state  of 
burrows,  and  that  they  give  notice  of  the  particulars  of  such 
correspondence  to  the  severall  burrows  so  as  that  the  burrows  may 
write  in  that  behalf  to  their  respective  representatives,  and  likewise 
in  all  matters  whereto  applications  to  the  parliament  shall  be  by  the 
annual  committee  thought  necessary,  that  all  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee shall  by  a  circular  letter  have  notice  of  the  particulars  that  they 
may  attend  and  assist  in  forming  and  concerting  such  applications,  if 
the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admitt  of  so  much  delay;  but  the  annual 
committee  shall  in  no  case  have  power  to  dispose  of  any  of  the  burrows' 
money  except  where  they  have  special  authority  for  that  purpose, 
conform  to  the  twenty-sixth  act  of  the  convention  in  July  iaivij  &  and 
thirty-four ;  and  appoint  the  first  meeting  of  the  annual  committee  to 
be  on  Ffriday  next  at  eleven  a  clock  in  the  forenoon  at  the  laigh 
council  house  of  Edinburgh,  and  declare  that  every  member  of  this 
present  convention  shall  have  priviledge  to  be  present  at  all  the  meetings 
of  the  said  committee,  and  to  vote  in  all  matters  that  shall  come  before 
them,  with  power  to  the  said  committee  tochoise  their  own  preeses  from 

Ao-ent  to  time  to  time  ;  and  in  absence  of  the  preeses  they  authorize  their  clerks  to 

Pav  ^Vn l         call  a  meeting  upon  any  emergent. 

steil.  in  full  30.  The  same  day  having  heard  the  report  of  the  committee  that 

demands.         out  of  sympathy  to  the  town  of  Inverness  forty  pounds  sterling  should 
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be  given   by   tlie  convention   in   full   of  all   demands  on  account  of  the   Edinbdboh. 

•  j   •      .li     ■  -i        aiti  •   ii-  -j  i      12  July  1759. 

expensive  proces  mentioned  in  their  memorial.      Which  being  considered,   Agent  to — 
together    with    a    representation    from    a    member    of    the     committee   l,ay  Inver- 

ness  £50 

signifying  that  tho'  forty  pound  had  been  mentioned  in  the  report  as  sterl.  in  full 
the  medium   sum   proposed    in   the  committee,  yet  he  understood  such   jg^inds 
burghs  as  were  for  a  lesser  sum  would  acquiese  if  ffifty  pound  was  given 
to   the   town   of   Inverness,   the  convention    agree    to    give  fifty  pounds 
sterling  in  full  of  all  demands  to  the  said  town,  and  appoint  the  same  to 
be  charged  on  the  next  annual  missive. 

31.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  remitted  reported  Agent  to  pay 
that  as  the  harbour  of  Kinghorn  was  a  puhlick  work  of  general  use  to  £150  sterling 
the   kingdom,   that  the  convention  should  appoint  their  agent  to  make   '"  tluee 

&  1  1  t->  payments. 

payment  to  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  sterling  in  three  different  moyetys.  Which  being  considered 
by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report,  and  appoint  their 
agent  to  make  payment  of  the  said  sum  in  three  years  by  equal  moyeties 
begining  the  first  payment  at  July  17(>0. 

32.  The  same  day  it  being  represented   to  the  convention  that  as  Annl.  com- 

the  arangement  of  the  posts  were  not  yet  settled,  it  would  be  proper  to  „jveMr 

leave  it  with   the  annual   committee  to  determine  what  present  in  plate   Wilson  a 

present  of 
should   be   made;   to   Mr   Wilson   for  his  good  offices  and  trouble  in  that   silver  plate. 

affair.      Which   being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  to  their 

annual   committee,   after   advising  with   Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Perth,  and 

Dundee,   to   make   Mr    Wilson   such   present  in  plate  as  they  shall  judge 

proper  when  that  affair  is  settled. 

33.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  for   Queensferry  represented      jV*l'  T™ 
that  Captain  Ferguson  had  lately  pressed  some  of   their   best   saillors  apply  ,<)r 
imploy'd  on  that  frequented  passage,  and  within  these  few  days  had  taken  Capt.  Fergu- 
some  more  of  their  men,  by  which  means  not  only  some  of  the  passage  son    . 

J  "  r  °      pressing 

boats    were    rendered   useless,    but   proper   hands   were    wanted   for  the   sailors  from 

pacquet  boat,   which   could   not   fade   to  lie  attended    with   great  incon-   boats, 
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Edinburgh. 
12  July  1 759. 
Aiml.  com- 
mittee  to 
apply  foi- 
led ress  agt. 
(-'apt. 

Ferguson  for 
pressing 
sailors  from 
the  passage 
boats. 


Annl.  com- 
mittee to 
take  propper 
measures 
with  respect 
to  any  bill  to 
parliamt. 
ancnt  the 
high  roads. 


An  ul. 
committee 
to  use 
endeavours 
to  get  the 
weights  & 
measures 
regulat  & 
made  uni- 
form. 


Annl. 
committee 
to  take 
measures  to 
suppress  the 
coasting 
bonds. 


veniencys  to  the  trading  part  of  the  country  as  well  as  a  disappointment 
when  expresses  were  dispatched  on  account  of  the  government  by  that 
ferry.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  re  mitt  to  their 
annual  committee  to  apply,  not  only  to  Capt.  Ferguson,  but  to  the  lords 
of  the  admirality,  to  obtain  such  releif  as  may  be  deem'd  proper  on 
a  point  of  such  importance. 

34.  The  same  day  it  being  represented  by  the  preeses  that  the 
committee  appointed  to  waite  of  his  Majestie's  advocate  and  sollicitor 
could  not  possibly  have  any  report  ready,  relative  either  to  the  question 
concerning  a  general  law  for  the  improvement  of  the  high  ways  or  of  the 
late  act  about  the  assize  of  bread.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  remitt  to  their  annual  committee,  after  conferring  with 
the  advocate  and  solicitor,  to  take  every  proper  measure  for  the  intrest  of 
the  burrows  with  respect  to  any  bill  that  may  be  brought  into  parlia- 
ment for  making  and  repairing  the  high  ways,  and  to  consider  what  is 
most  for  the  intrest  of  the  burrows  with  respect  to  the  late  act  relative 
to  the  assize  of  bread. 

35.  The  same  day  it  was  moved  that  the  annual  committee  should 
be  instructed,  if  any  bill  was  brought  into  parliament  for  regulating 
weights  and  measures,  to  use  all  proper  endeavours  to  have  the  same 
extended  to  Scotland  ;  and  the  convention  satisfied  that  it  would  be  a 
great  benefite  to  extend  such  law  to  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
appoint  their  annual  committee  to  give  attention  when  such  bill  is 
brought  into  parliament,  and  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  have 
it  extended  to  Scotland. 

36.  The  same  day  the  convention  remitt  to  their  annual  committee — 
follow  out  the  measures  recommended  by  the  20th  act  of  the  last  general 
convention  for  preventing  the  oppressive  practise  of  taking  coast  bonds 
and  coquets  for  goods  going  coast  ways,  and  recommend  to  the  next 
annual  convention  to  give  such  releif  as  they  shall  judge  proper  to  the 
gentlemen  concern'd  in  bringing  in  to  parliament  and  promoting  a  bill 
for  removing  such  grivances. 
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37.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  convention    Edinburgh. 

.  12  July  MM. 

and   appoint   the   next  annual  convention   to  meet  and    be   held   at   the   - 

burgh  Edinburgh  upon  the  second  Twesday  of  July  seventeen  hundred 

and   sixty  years,  and   appoint  their  clerks  to  direct  missives  accordingly. 

[Follows  signatures.] 

Follows  the  copys  of  the  letters  to  Lord  Holderness  and  the  lords  of 
the  admirality,  appointed  to  be  recorded  by  the  19th  act  of 
the  foregoing  convention. 

My  Lord, — Those  burrows  of  Scotland  which  are  situated  on  the 
east  coast,  from  the  river  Tay  northwards,  having  represented  to  the 
annual  convention  of  the  royal  burrows  now  met  here  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  orders  given  to  the  troops  quartered  among  them  to 
march  hither,  they  will  be  in  a  very  dangerous  situation,  for  being 
disarmed  by  law,  they  are  altogether  unable  to  defend  themselves  from 
the  enemy,  who  may  attack  them  successfully  even  with  ships  of  very 
small  force. 

The  convention  having  heard  this  representation,  and  being 
desirous  that  something  may  he  done  for  their  safety  and  security  while 
the  troops  are  removed  at  a  distance,  have  directed  me  as  their  preeses 
humbly  to  lay  their  case  before  your  lordship. 

We  are  very  far  from  complaining  of  this  measure  of  the  removal] 
of  the  troops,  being  sensible  that  these  orders  have  been  given  for  weighty 
and  good  reasons,  we  only  beg  your  lordship  will  have  the  goodness  to 
represent  to  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  the  present  defenceless  and 
therefore  dangerous  state  of  these  burrows,  that  he  may  be  pleased  to 
give  such  orders  for  their  safety  as  he  shall  see  proper,  and  which  the 
publick  security  will  best  admitt  of.  If  a  40  and  a  20  gun  ship  could  be 
spared  from  the  service  and  ordered  to  cruize  from  Fife-ness  to  Buchan- 
ness,  we  are  hopefull  that  the  evils  we  dread  would  hereby  be  effectually 
prevented,  but  this  we  humbly  suggest  with  the  greatest  submission, — I 
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EoiNia'Rcir.     have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 

1  O    T     1        1  "7  •"  Q  x.  '  %/  '    %/  j_ 

'■ obedient  humle.  servt.  Signed     Geo.  Druinmond,  preeses. 

Edinr.,  12th  July  1759. 
To  The  Right  Honble.  Lord  Holderness. 

Sir, — The  burrows  of  Scotland  which  are  situated  on  the  east 
coast,  from  the  river  of  Tay  northwards,  having  represented  to  the 
annual  convention  of  the  royal  burrows  now  met  here  that  in 
consequence  of  the  orders  given  to  the  troops  quartered  among  them  to 
march  hither,  they  will  be  in  a  dangerous  situation,  for  being  disarmed 
by  law,  they  ai'e  altogether  unable  to  defend  themselves  from  the 
enemy,  who  may  attack  them  successfully  even  with  ships  of  very 
small  force. 

The  convention  having  heard  this  representation,  and  being  desirous 
that  something  may  be  done  for  their  safety  and  security  while  the 
troops  are  removed  at  a  distance,  have  directed  me  as  their  preeses 
humbly  to  lay  their  case  before  the  lords  of  the  admirality. 

We  are  very  far  from  complaining  of  this  measure  of  the  removal 
of  the  troops,  being  sensible  that  these  orders  have  been  given  for 
weighty  &  good  reasons,  we  only  beg  yow  to  lay  the  present  defenceless 
and  therefore  dangerous  state  of  these  burrows  before  their  lordships, 
that  they  may  be  pleased  to  give  such  orders  for  their  safety  as  they 
shall  see  proper,  and  which  the  publick  safety  will  best  admitt  of.  We 
are  very  sensible  of  the  care  their  lordships  have  taken  during  the  whole 
course  of  the  war,  which  has  determined  us  with  cheerfullness  and 
gratitude  to  give  all  the  assistance  in  our  power  for  mailing  the  fleet.  If 
a  40  gun  ship  and  one  of  20  could  be  spared  from  the  service  and 
ordered  to  cruize  from  Fife-ness  to  Buchan-ness,  we  are  hopefull  it 
might  effectually  prevent  the  evils  we  dread,  but  we  suggest  this  with 
great  submission. — I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humle.  servant.  Signed     Geo.  Druinmond,  preeses. 

Edinr.,  12th  July  1750. 
To  John  Clevland,  Esqr.,  secretary  to  the  admirality. 
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Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 

to    t,,i„    lircn  Edinburgh. 

13  July  1759.  ]3  July  1759 

Geoige  Drummond,  Esqr.,  lord  provost  of  Edinbr.,  preesea  ;  Glasgow,  Sederunt. 
John  Murdoch  ;  Perth,  William  Stewart ;  Duinfermling,  John  Flockhart ; 
Jedburgh,  William  Turnbull  ;  Anstr.  Easter,  George  Chalmers;  Renfrew, 
Robert  Somervell. 

The  which  day  the  committee  elect  George  Drummond,  Esqr., 
present  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses. 

The  same  day  the  committee  having  taken  in  to  their  consideration 
the  several  remitts  made  to  them  by  the  last  general  convention,  and 
particularly  the  twenty-sixth  act  of  the  said  convention  whereby  it  is 
remitted  to  them  to  apply  to  the  regulating  captain  for  Scotland  and 
to  take  such  other  measures  as  shall  appear  most  proper  for  procuring 
protections  to  those  persons  imployed  in  the  herring  fishing.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  committee,  and  as  the  season  for  the  fishing  is 
fast  approaching,  they  therefore  remitt  to  their  preeses  to  apply  to 
Captain  Ferguson,  the  regulating  captain  for  Scotland,  for  protections 
to  those  imployed  in  the  herring  flashing  in  the  Firth  of  Forth  and 
else  where,  so  as  that  this  valuable  branch  of  trade  may  not  be  lost 

15  October  1759. 

George   Drummond,  Esqr.,  preeses ;    Edinbr.,  John  Carmichaell  &  Sederunt. 
James  Rochead  ;  Montrose,  Alexander  Scott ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan  ; 
Aberbrothoek,  Adam  Fairholm  ;  Inverury,  Walter  Ferguson. 

The  which  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  committee  a 
petition  for  Andrew  Stevens,  merchant  in  Campvere,  cravino-  to  be 
admitted  a  factor  at  the  staple  port  of  Campvere.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  committee,  and  they  being  sufficiently  informed  of 
and  satisfied  with  the  fitness  and  sufficiency  of  the  said  Andrew 
Stevens  for  discharging  that  office,  and  Sir  William  Ogilvie  of  Barras, 
Baronet,  and  Thomas  Niven,  of  Arduthie,  Esqr.,  being  offered  as 
P. 
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Edinburgh,     cautioners  for  the  said  Andrew  Stevens,  his  dutifull  behaviour  in  the 

15  October 

175!). said  office,  therefore  the  committee  do  approve  of  the  said  cautioners, 

and    by    virtue    of  the   powers  granted    to   them   by   the   last    general 

convention    have  given  and  granted  and   by  these   presents   give  and 

grant    their    commission,    allowance,    and     approbation    to     the     said 

Andrew  Stevens  to  be  a  factor  at  the  staple  port  of  Campvere  upon 

the  conditions  and  provisions  aftermentioned,  vizt. : — That  the  said  office 

shall  endure  during  the  commissioners  of  the  royal  burrows  their  good 

will   and   pleasure  allenarly,  and   that  the  said  Andrew  Stevens  shall 

behave  himself  honestly  and  dutifully  in  the  said  office,  and  shall  make 

just  and  thankful]  compt,  reckoning,  and  payment  of  whatsoever  goods, 

gear,  and  sums  of  money  he  shall  happen  to  intromitt  or  be  intrusted 

with  pertaining  to  whatsomever  person  or  persons  by  whom  he  shall 

happen  to  be  imployed  as  a  staple   factor,  or  that  he  shall  happen  to 

intromitt  with  at  command  and  direction  of  the  royal  burrows;  that  he 

shall  obey  all  and  whatsomever  acts  and  statutes  made  or  to  be  made  by 

the  commissioners  of  burrows  in  their  general  or  particular  conventions ; 

and  that  he  shall  underly  all  such  offices  as  they  shall  please  to  burden 

him  with,  and  shall  discharge  a  true  fluty  to  all  merchants,  and  shall  not 

refuse  to  accept  of  their  imployment  how   mean  soever  the  same  may 

happen  to  be  whenever  he  shall  happen  to  be  required  to  that  effect,  and 

shall  make  good  and  be  lyable  for  all  goods,  debts,  and  merchandize  which 

he  shall   happen   to  intromitt  with  or  sell  belonging  to  merchants,  his 

constituents ;  that  he  shall  not  communicate  the  benfite  of  the  said  office 

of  factory  to  any  person  or  persons  who  are  not  admitted  a  factor  at  the 

said  port,   by  taking  them  into  copartnery  with  himself,  without  the 

consent  of  the   royal  burrows ;    and  that   he  shall  be   obedient  to  the 

discipline  of  the  Scots  Chui'ch  at  Campvere,  and  shall  make  no  rebates  of 

merchants'  bills  at  his  own  hand,  conform  to  the  acts  of  the  royal  burrows 

discharging  the  same  ;  and  lastly,  incase  any  of  his  cautioners  abovenamed 

shall  either  dye  or  become  insufficient,  that  he  shall  renew  his  caution 

when  he  shall  be  required  thereto  ;  and  they  appoint  him  to  appear  before 

the  conservator  or  his  depute  and  give  his  oath  de  Jhdeli  administratione. 
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24  January  17  (JO.  EDfcmoMH. 

•J  24  January 

George  Drummond,  Esqr.,  preeses;  Edinburgh,  John  Carmichaell ;  Sederunt 
Montrose,  Alexander  Scott;    Air,  Andrew  Hunter;    Kinghorn,  Robert 
Hamilton;    Irvine,     Robert    Reid  ;    Lanerk,    William    Wilson;    Annan, 
Mr    William   Johnstown;    Bruntisland,  Samuel    Charters;    Lochmaben, 
Mr  Andrew  Crosbie  ;  Craill,  Mr  John  Lindsay;  Wick,  William  Budge. 

The  which  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  committee  a 
representation  for  the  provost  of  Kinghorn,  for  himself,  and  in  name 
of  the  magistrats,  town  council,  and  community  of  that  burgh,  setting 
furth  that  the  justices  of  peace  in  Fife,  alongst  with  the  justices  for  the 
shire  of  Edinburgh,  were  proposing  to  make  regulations  concerning  the 
ferry  betwixt  Leith  and  Kinghorn  and  boatmen  &  horsehyrers  employ 'd 
there,  by  which  regulations  it  is  intended  that  the  whole  jurisdiction 
over  the  ferry  and  boatmen,  both  at  Leith  and  Kinghorn,  shall  be 
vested  in  the  justices  and  inspectors  named  by  them  ;  that  as  the 
magistrats  of  Kinghorn  apprehend,  they,  in  conjunction  with  the 
magistrats  of  Edinburgh,  have  the  onely  right  to  make  regulations  for 
that  ferry,  and  which  they  have  been  in  use  to  do  past  memory  of  man, 
these  and  other  proceedings  of  the  justices  was  a  manifest  encroachment 
on  the  rights  &  priviledges  of  the  burrows,  and  therefore  craving  the 
committee  would  support  the  magistrats  of  Kinghorn  in  defending 
them  against  the  encroachments  intended  by  the  justices  of  peace. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  together  with  a  printed 
report  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  justices  to  make  these  regula- 
tions, and  which  the  annual  committee  being  informed  was  to  be  laid 
before  the  justices  of  the  county  of  Edinburgh  at  their  next  meeting  for 
their  approbation,  they  do  therefore  appoint  their  preeses  in  their 
name  to  give  in  a  memorial  to  that  meeting  desireing  they  would 
do  nothing  further  in  this  affair  till  such  time  as  the  committee 
of  burrows  shall   have  time  more   fully  to  examine  into  this  matter. 

The  same  day  the  committee  considering  that,  l>y  the  15th  act  of 
the  last  general   convention,  they  arc  appointed  to  intimate  to  the  hail] 
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Edinburgh,     royal  burrows  that  a  question  is  to  be  before  the  next  general  assembly 
1760.  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  relative  to  the  burrows  being  represented  in 

that  meeting  by  ministers  in  place  of  the  present  practise  of  lay  elders 
only,  and  to  desire  the  haill  royal  burrows  to  be  punctual  in  sending  up 
their  members  (being  lay  elders)  to  the  next  assembly  for  whose 
attendance  they  will  be  answerable,  and  that  they  be  duely  instructed 
to  oppose  this  measure  ;  the  committee  therefore  appoint  their  preeses  to 
write  to  the  haill  royal  burrows  acquainting  them  of  this,  and  to 
transmitt  them  alongst  with  the  letter  a  copy  of  the  fourteenth  article 
of  the  missive  relative  thereto. 

21    February  1760. 

Sederunt.  George  Drummond,  Esqr.,  preeses  ;  Edinbr.,  John  Carmichaell ;  Air, 

Andrew  Hunter ;  Aberbrothock,  Adam  Fairholm  ;  Lochmaben,  Andrew 
Crosbie  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnston  ;  Anstr.  Easter,  George  Chalmers. 

The  which  day  the  preeses  acquainted  the  committee  that  in 
comptyance  with  the  minute  of  last  sederunt  he  had  presented  a 
representation  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  shire  of  Midlothian 
anent  the  report  made  to  them  by  their  committee  for  regulating  the 
ferry  betwixt  Leith  and  Kinghorn,  and  that  the  justices,  agreeable  to 
the  said  representation,  had  delayed  doing  any  thing  further  in  that 
affair  till  the  event  of  the  bill  of  suspension  before  the  Court  of  Session 
betwixt  them  and  the  town  of  Kinghorn  relative  thereto. 

The  same  day  the  member  for  the  burgh  of  Annan  represented  to 
the  committee  that  as  at  present  there  appears  to  be  a  prevailing 
spirit  in  the  nation  for  having  a  militia  established  in  this 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  upon  the  same  footing  as  that 
lately  established  in  England,  and  that  as  such  a  measure  was 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  his  Majestie's  service,  and  wherein 
the  security  and  well-being  of  Scotland  is  deeply  interested,  lie 
judged  it  his  duty  to  move  to  his  brethern  of  the  annual  committee 
that,  if  they  1>p  of  the  same  sentiments  with  him,  they  should   use  their 
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utmost  endeavours,  so  Ear  as  their  example  and  intrest  does  reach,  to   Edinburgh. 

...  .    ,  ..  ,  ..      ,      ,       .,      .     ,,  ,        ,,    21  I'Vliruaiy 

carry  this    measure  into  execution  ;  and  particularly  that  they  should    1760. 

appoint  their  preeses  to  write   to  all  the  different  burrows  entitled  to 

send  members  to  the  annual  convention  recommending   it  to  them,  in 

the  strongest  manner,  to  declare  their  approbation  and  zeal  in  regard 

to    this    national    measure,    by    sending    instructions    to    their    several 

representatives  in    parliament,  without  loss  of   time,  desiring  of  them 

to    endeavour  to  the   utmost   of    their  power  to  procure  a   bill    to    be 

brought  into  parliament  for  the  establishment  of  a  militia  in  Scotland 

upon  the  same  footing  with  that  now  established  in  the  southern  part 

of  the  kingdom,  where  the  good  and  salutary  effects  of  that  institution 

bad  been  already  felt,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  his  Majestie's  subjects 

and  all  the  zealous  friends  of  the  present  happy  constitution.      Which 

being  considered  by  the  annual  committee,  they  unanimously  approve 

of  the  said  motion,  and  appoint  their  preeses  in  their  name  to  write  to 

all  the   royal    burrows,  warmly  recommending  it  to  them  to  use  their 

utmost  endeavours  to   procure  a  law  for  the  purpose  abovementioned, 

which  they  apprehend  to  be  so  much  for  the  interest  and  security  of 

this  part  of  the  kingdom. 

12  April    17(10. 

George  Drummond,   Es<p\,  preeses  ;     Edinbr.,  John  Carroichaell   &  Sederunt. 
Thomas   Simpson;    Montrose,   Alexander    Scott;     Aberbrothock,    Adam 
Fairholm  ;    Anstr.   Easter,  George  Chalmers;    Lanerk,  William  Wilson; 
Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan. 

The  which  day  the  preeses  acquainted  the  committee  that  Mr  Wilson, 
the  surveyor  of  the  post  office  now  here,  had  received  a  letter  from 
Christopher  Robinson,  the  principal  surveyor  of  the  post  office  at  London, 
of  date  the  fifth  instant,  desiring  him  by  order  of  the  postmasters 
general  to  give  immediate  orders  for  all  the  southern  and  foreign  letters 
to  be  forwarded  from  Edinburgh  on  the  same  night  they  arrive  at  that 
city  every  post  night  in  the  week,  and  to  establish  an  express  from 
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Edinburgh.  Glasgow  every  Monday  morning  to  Edinburgh,  so  as  to  carry  into 
1  execution  the  scheme  for  accelerating  the  posts  betwixt  Edinburgh  and 
London  according  to  the  plan  proposed,  in  consequence  of  which 
Mr  Wilson  had  given  orders  accordingly  ;  but  if  the  two  express  maills 
upon  the  Wednesday  evening,  the  one  to  go  as  far  as  Greenock  westward, 
and  the  other  as  far  as  Aberdeen  northward,  was  not  to  take  place,  and 
the  inland  post  day  altered  from  Thursday  to  the  Wednesday,  it  would 
be  a  great  hurt  to  the  trade  of  this  country,  particularly  to  the  city  of 
Edinburgh  and  nighbourhood,  and  would  never  answer  the  advantages 
proposed  by  the  new  arrangement ;  and  therefore  he  moved  that  the 
committee  should  send  up  a  representation  to  the  postmasters  general 
beging  they  would  establish  the  two  express  maills  abovementioned  on 
the  Wednesday,  and  to  continue  the  inland  post  day  from  Edinburgh  on 
the  Thursday  as  at  present,  a  draught  of  which  memorial  the  preeses 
presented ;  and  which  being  read  and  considered  by  the  committee,  they 
approve  thereof  and  appoint  their  [preeses]  in  their  name  to  sign  the  same, 
and  to  forward  it  hy  express  to  Henry  Potts,  Esqr.,  secretary  to  the 
post  office  in  London,  to  be  by  him  laid  before  the  board  ;  and  to  write  to 
him,  the  postmasters  general,  and  Mr  Robinson,  the  principal  surveyor, 
entreating  they  would  grant  the  desire  of  the  said  memorial  ;  and  of 
which  memorial  and  letters  the  tenor  follows : — 


Edinbr.,  12th  April  1700.  Memorial  for  the  Annual  Committee 

of  the  Royal  Burrows  of  Scotland 
to  the  Right  Honble.  His  Majestie's 
Postmasters  General. 

The  annual  committee  have  received  with  satisfaction  the  appro- 
bation of  his  Majestie's  postmaster  general,  signified  by  Mr  Robinson, 
the  principal  surveyor,  to  Mr  Wilson  here,  of  the  plan  they  proposed 
about  the  course  of  the  inland  posts  of  Scotland  in  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  establishment  of  an  express  mail  from  Glasgow  on  the  Monday 
forenoons,    and    the    forwarding    of    the   great    Scots    mail    by   express 
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in  case  it  should  at  any  time  be  too  late  in  arriving  at  Newcastle  to  go   Edinburgh. 
J  °  °      12  April  170Q. 

on  by  the  mail  from  thence  to  London. 

But  the  memorialists  are  greatly  concern'd  to  find  the  honble. 
board  have  refused  to  comply  with  the  other  part  of  their  memorial  for 
establishing  express  mails  on  the  Wednesday  night  to  proceed  from 
Edinburgh  as  far  as  Greenock  westward,  and  to  Aberdeen  northward  ; 
they  imagine  this  refusal  must  have  arisen  entirely  from  the  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  true  state  of  this  country,  and  of  the  extream  bad 
consequences  that  would  arise  to  the  whole  trade  of  North  Britain  by 
the  other  plan  ;  they  presume,  therefore,  with  all  submission,  to  point  out 
a  few  of  the  many  inconveniencys  that  would  follow  by  the  want  of  these 
express  mails.  In  setting  out  it  may  be  observed  that  as  this  matter 
had  been  very  long  and  seriously  deliberated  on  in  this  country,  the 
plan  contain'd  in  the  former  memorial  transmitted  to  the  board  was 
unanimously  agreed  on  by  the  whole  royal  burrows  of  Scotland  at  a 
convention  called  for  this  purpose  in  April  last,  and  confirmed  again  in 
July  without  one  dissenting  voice  but  that  of  Aberdeen,  the  magistrats 
of  which  place,  how  soon  the  matter  was  explained  more  fully  to  them, 
agreed  with  the  rest  as  they  saw  it  was  greatly  for  their  intrest,  so  that  the 
whole  tradeing  places  of  North  Britain  are  unanimous  for  the  measure, 
and  no  objection  can  therefore  be  against  it  from  the  detention  of  any 
part  of  the  country  letters  from  England  on  Wednesday  at  Edinburgh. 

The  detention  of  the  country  letters  and  those  of  Edinburgh  upon 
the  way  to  London,  between  Edinburgh  and  Newcastle,  was  the  first 
cause  of  applying  for  the  general  alteration  in  the  course  of  these 
mails,  but  a  detention  of  the  country  letters  [at]  Edinburgh  will  be 
equally  hurtfull  as  to  them,  and  if  the  express  mails  in  question 
are  not  granted  and  the  inland  post  day  at  Edinburgh  is  altered  to 
Wednesday,  the  whole  letters  by  the  great  north  and  west  mails  of 
Scotland  passing  through  Edinburgh  for  the  south  east  of  Scotland, 
England,  or  foreign  parts  must  lye  dead  at  Edinburgh  from  Wednesday 
morning  till  Thursday  night  before  they  are  dispatched,  which  will  be 
about  twenty-seven   hours   longer  than   these  letters    lay    formerly    at 
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Edinbubgh.     Edinburgh;   this  circumstance  alone,  it  is  evident,  would   be  infinitely 

more  hurtfull   to  the  commerce  of  this  part  of  the  kingdom  than  the 

difference  of  detaining  the  few  letters  for  the  countrey  beyond  the 
bounds  of  the  express  mails  in  the  comeing  down,  as  they  are  not  one- 
tenth  in  number  or  value  of  the  others  ;  the  arrangement  proposed  by  the 
surveyor  would  occasion  Sunday,  Munday,  and  Twesday  to  be  the  post 
days  successively  out  of  Glasgow,  which  would  be  very  inconvenient  and 
improper  for  the  correspondence  of  that  large  city  ;  Wednesday  is  also 
the  great  weekly  market  in  that  city  for  the  consumption  of  corn  and 
other  necessarys,  and  it  has  a  considerable  influence  on  those  of  all 
Scotland,  but  according  to  this  arrangement  no  advice  of  that  market 
could  go  to  any  part  of  the  country  by  post  till  the  Friday  following,  the 
inconvenience  of  which  is  obvious. 

It  would  occasion  a  variety  of  towns  within  a  certain  distance  of 
Edinburgh  to  lose  an  intire  post  in  replying  to  that  city,  others  in 
Scotland,  all  England,  or  forreign  parts  by  being  oblidged  to  write  their 
letters  one  day  sooner  than  usual  or  than  would  be  necessary  by  the 
other  plan,  and  it  would  narrow  the  time  of  correspondence  in  all  the 
towns  of  North  Britain  on  these  roads  by  taking  off*  one  compleat  day 
for  the  dispatch  of  that  bussiness,  and  which  would  again  be  wasted 
unnecessarly  by  their  letters  lying  dead  at  Edinburgh,  and  this  would 
be  more  hurtfull  as  Thursday  will  be  the  chief  forreign  post  day  from 
Edinburgh.  The  confusion  and  inconveniencys  it  would  occasion  in  the 
correspondence  of  Edinburgh,  and  especially  regarding  the  exchange 
bussiness,  are  great  and  obvious,  the  memorialists  leave  them  to  be 
pointed  out  by  the  merchants  themselves ;  they  beg  leave  only  to 
mention  that  the  negotiation  of  the  country  bills  of  exchange  on  London 
and  other  parts  of  England  and  forreign  parts  is  the  hinge  of  credite 
upon  which  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  Scotland  chiefly  move,  that 
this  negotiation  is  and  must  be  almost  intirely  transacted  at  Edinburgh, 
that  Thursday  of  necessity  will  be  the  great  day  for  transacting  of  these 
bills,  that  if  the  surveyor's  plan  take  place  the  country  towns  will  be 
entirely  deprived  of  any  intelligence  of  those  transactions,  wherein  they 
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arc  greatly  interested  and  which  undergo  a  constant  fluctuation,  till  the  EoiKBuiion. 

-ii  t-£c  12  April  I7<»0. 

Saturday  night   following,  the  negotiation  of  bills  will  be  more  difficult    - 

and  uncertain,  credite  of  consequence  will  be  narrowed,  &  the  corres- 
pondence of  the  country  with  Edinburgh  will  be  greatly  emberrassed 
for  that  post. 

The  city  of  Edinburgh  is  the  metropolis  and  chief  center  of 
bussiness  of  North  Britain,  it  is  the  seat  of  the  courts  of  justice  and 
publick  offices  of  the  boards  of  the  revenue,  the  two  national  banks, 
and  the  residence;  of  the  officers  of  state,  the  commander  in  chief 
of  his  Majestie's  forces,  and  of  great  part  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  Scotland  for  most  part  of  the  year  ;  the  road  of  Leith  is 
the  station  of  his  Majestie's  ships,  a  variety  of  intelligence  is 
dayly  arriving  there  from  England  and  other  parts  by  expresses,  shiping, 
and  travellers,  exclusive  of  the  posts  which  it  is  necessary  for  the  country 
to  know  ;  it's  obvious,  therefore,  that  new  matter  for  writeing  to  the 
country  arises  constantly  at  Edinburgh,  that  even  a  dayly  post  such 
as  that  round  the  city  of  London  for  a  small  distance  would  be  of  great 
advantage,  but  by  the  surveyor's  plan  the  country  would  want  the 
benefite  of  an  additional  post  day  from  Edinburgh,  and  that  in  the 
middle  of  the  week,  too,  when  it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence ;  the 
country  for  one  hundred  miles  round  London,  and  some  parts  of  a 
greater  distance,  have  a  dayly  post  to  and  from  that  city,  Liverpool  tho' 
about  two  hundred  miles  distant  has  that  benefite. 

The  menioralists  therefore  flatter  themselves  that  the  large  towns 
of  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Dundee,  Perth,  &c,  will  not  be  refused  the 
advantage  of  one  single  outward  additional  post  from  Edinburgh  for 
so  small  a  distance  as  the  course  to  Aberdeen  and  Greenock,  tho'  there 
was  no  other  benefite  to  arise  from  it  but  the  carrying  of  the  whole 
letters  of  Scotland,  north  and  west  from  Edinburgh,  for  one  post  day 
about  twenty-seven  hours  sooner  to  the  post  office  of  London  and  all 
other  parts  south  of  Edinburgh  than  they  could  otherwise  be. 

The  memorialists  were  unwilling  to  have  mentioned  any  thing  as 
to    the  expence  of  these  expresses  if  it  was  not  said  in  the  report  to 
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Edinburgh,     be  very   large,  the  outmost  estimate   as   calculated  by   Mr   Wilson   for 

'-   both  is  but  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  gross,  perhaps  they  could 

be  executed  for  less,  and  some  of  the  smal  branches  might  be  left  out. 
Every  new  opertunity  of  writeing  encreases  the  number  of  letters  much 
in    populous     places,  and   there  is    the  strongest    probability    that   the 
additional  letters  that  would  be  created  in  Edinburgh  and  the  other  large 
towns  through  which  the  expresses    would  pass,  will   at   least  defray 
if  not  exceed  the  charge  ;  but  supposing  the  postages  should  fall  short 
twenty  or  thirty  pounds  a  year,  which  can  scarcely  be  conceived,  the 
convention  of  burrows  would  no  doubt  rather  pay  this  deficiency  than 
want  the  mails,  tho'  in  an  affair  of  such  general  concern  to  this  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  memorialists  flatter  themselves  that  the  laying  out 
of  such  a  trifHeing  sum  will  not  be  so  much  as  thought  of  as  a  difficulty, 
more  especially  if  it  is  considered  that  at  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms 
the  revenue  of  the  post  office  in  Scotland  did  not  bring  a  sixpence  to  the 
government,  nor  was  it  considered  of  at  all  as  an  article  of  the  revenue 
in  that  treaty,   whereas  at  present  it  is  no  small  proportion  of  what  is 
drawn   neat  out  of  North  Britain  besides  the  addition  it  occasions  to  the 
stamp  and  other  dutys,  and  it's  to  be  hoped  this  revenue  by  means  of 
the  new  arrangement  and  other  circumstances  will  be  dayly  increasing. 
May    it    therefore   please    your    lordship    and    honour    to    give 
Mr  Wilson  orders  for  establishing  the  express  mails  above- 
mentioned  on  Wednesday  to  Greenock  and  Aberdeen,  and  to 
continue  Thursday   the  inland  post  day  in  Edinburgh,  as  it 
appears  evident  that  the  contrary  arrangement   would   be 
a  loss  to  the  revenue  of  the  post  office  and  extreamly  hurt- 
full  to  the  commerce  of  North  Britain. 

Signed     Geo.  Drummond,  preeses. 

Copy  letter  to  the  Right  Honble.  the  Earl  of  Desborrow. 
My  lord, — I  have  transmitted  by  this  express  a  memorial  from  the 
state  of  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland  and  another  from  the  city  of 
Edinburgh  requesting  that  his  Majestie's  postmaster  general  would  be 
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pleased  fco  order  express  mails  to  be  established  to  set  out  from  Edinbr.  Edinburgh. 

every    Wednesday  night   as   far  as  Greenock    westward  and   Aberdeen   ' 

northward,  and  to  continue  Thursday  the  inland  post  day  here.  I  beg 
leave  to  assure  your  lordship  that  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all 
the  people  most  versant  in  trade  and  correspondence  in  this  place  that 
unless  these  requests  are  granted  to  us  the  new  schem  will  be  very 
incompleat,  the  country  in  general  will  be  hurt,  and  this  city  in  particular- 
will  sutler  much  more  than  all  they  will  gain  by  the  new  arrangement. 

The  expence  of  these  expresses  we  humbly  hope  the  postmaster 
general  will  have  the  goodness  to  think  not  worth  minding  in  a  matter 
of  such  general  concern,  especially  as  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  the 
increase  of  correspondence  which  it  will  create  will  produce  an  encrease 
of  the  revenue  more  than  sufficient  to  defray  the  charge.  The  boards 
granting  us  our  request  will  lay  a  very  sensible  obligation  on  all 
the  state  of  burrows,  and  on  this  city  in  particular,  which  we  will 
always  remember  with  gratitude. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
greatest  respect,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  faithful!  and  most  obedient 
humble  servant.  Signed     Geo.  Drumraond,  preeses. 

Edinr.,  14th  April  1760. 

Copy  letter  to  the  Honble.  Trevor  Hamden. 

Sir, — I  have  transmitted  by  this  express  a  memorial  from  the 
annual  committee  of  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland  and  another  from 
the  city  of  Edinburgh  requesting  that  his  Majesties  postmaster 
general  would  be  pleased  to  order  express  mails  to  be  established  to 
set  out  from  Edinburgh  every  Wednesday  night,  to  proceed  as  far  as 
Greenock  westward  and  Aberdeen  northward,  and  to  continue 
Thursday  the  inland  post  day  here.  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  it  is 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  the  people  most  versant  in  trade  and  corres- 
pondence in  this  place  that  unless  these  requests  are  granted  to  us  the 
new  scheme  will  be  very  incompleat,  the  country  in  general  will  be 
hurt,  and  this  city  in  particular  will  suiter  much  more  than  all  they 
will  gain  by  the  new  arrangement. 
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Edinburgh.  The  expence  of   these  expresses  we  humbly  hope  the    postmaster 

:  general  will  have  the  goodness  to  think  not  worth  minding  in  a  matter 
of  such  general  concern,  especially  as  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  the 
increase  of  correspondence  which  it  must  create  will  produce  an  increase 
to  the  revenue  more  than  sufficient  to  defray  the  charge.  The  boards 
granting  us  our  request  will  lay  a  very  sensible  obligation  on  all  the 
state  of  burrows,  and  on  this  city  in  particular,  which  we  will  always 
remember  with  gratitude. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
sir,  your  most  faithfull  and  most  obedient  hum.  servt., 

Geo.  Drummond,  preeses. 
Edinr.,  14th  April  17G0. 

N.B. — There  was  letters  of  the  same  import  wrote  to  Christopher 
Robinson,  Esqr.,  the  principal  surveyor,  and  to  Henry  Potts,  Esqr.,  the 
secretary. 

18  April  1760. 

Sederunt.  Edinbr.,    John     Carmichaell    &    Thomas    Simpson ;    Air,    Andrew 

Hunter;    Montrose,  Alexander  Scott ;  Lanerk,  William  Wilson;  Inver- 
ness, John  Frazer ;  Anstr.  Easter,  George  Chalmers. 

The  which  day  the  committee  ellect  John  Carmichaell,  one  of  the 
members  for  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses. 

The  same  day  the  preeses  represented  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
minute  of  last  sederunt,  the  memorial  for  the  burrows  to  the  postmasters 
general  relative  to  the  alteration  of  the  course  of  the  post  had  been  sent 
of  by  express ;  but  as  he  was  informed  Mr  John  Davidson,  writer  to  the 
signet,  was  immediately  to  repair  to  London  on  bussiness  of  his  own,  he 
thought  proper  to  acquaint  the  committee  thereof,  that  if  they  inclined 
they  might  ask  the  favour  of  him  that  he  would  alongst  with  Mr  Ross, 
the  burrows'  agent  there,  use  his  endeavours  to  procure  a  favourable 
answer  to  the  said  memorial,  and  he  was  perswaded  Mr  Davidson  would 
not  refuse  this,  if  he  was  property  instructed  by  the  committee.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  committee,  and  they  being  sensible  that  it  may 
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be   of  service  in  procureing  what  is  prayed  for  in  the  said  memorial,  Edinburgh. 

i  •    i      •  <>  ■(■    it      t^       •  i  i  •      t         i         -18  April  17»J°. 

which  is  or  very  great  consequence,  if  Mr  Davidson  when  m  London  - 
would  alongst  with  Mr  Ross  sollicite  that  affair,  do  therefore  desire  that 
he  would  when  he  goes  to  London  waite  on  the  Earl  of  Desborrough 
and  Mr  Haiuden,  postmasters  general,  and  incase  they  have  not  already 
granted  the  express  mails  to  set  out  on  the  Wednesdays  from  Edinburgh 
as  far  as  Greenock  westward  and  Aberdeen  northward,  and  to  continue 
Thursday  the  inland  post  day  at  Edinburgh,  that  he  would  use  his 
utmost  endeavours  to  prevail  on  the  board  to  grant  it  as  a  thing 
absolutely  essential  for  the  intrest  of  the  country.  That  he  would  also 
waite  upon  Mr  Potts,  the  secretary,  and  the  two  Mr  Robinsons, 
surveyors,  but  especially  Mr  Robinson  the  principal  surveyor,  who  will 
have  the  chief  direction  in  the  affair,  and  do  all  in  his  power  to  have 
their  intrest  and  favour  in  it,  and  that  he  should  not  spare  an  entertain- 
ment to  these  gentlemen,  or  any  others  he  may  judge  will  be  usefull  in 
the  matter,  and  to  represent  where  he  finds  it  necessary  that  this 
country  will  have  a  greatfull  sense  of  any  good  offices  that  ma}7  be 
done  them  ;  that  he  would  incase  of  need  apply  to  the  Scots  members 
of  parliament  or  others  for  their  assistance  and  intrest,  especially  to  the 
lord  advocate,  Messrs  Elliot,  Oswald,  Hume  Campbell,  Fletcher,  and 
also  to  Mr  Townshend,  and  Mr  Miller,  the  sollicitor,  who  is  a  member 
of  the  burrows,  and  as  the  Lord  Chief  Barron  is  thought  to  be 
particularly  connected  with  Mr  Haniden,  that  he  would  take  his 
assistance  also  ;  that  incase  he  can  by  no  means  prevail  on  the  board  to 
grant  his  desire,  that  he  would  also  apply  in  name  of  the  royal 
burrows  to  the  Duke  of  Argyle  for  his  countenance  and  assistance  in 
it,  and  afterwards  to  the  secretarys  of  state  and  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
by  means  of  some  of  our  members  of  parliament  who,  it  is  not  doubted, 
will  be  ready  to  assist  him  in  a  matter  wherein  the  trade  of  the  country 
is  so  much  interested  ;  that  he  should  also,  if  necessary,  take  assistance 
of  any  of  the  merchants  of  London  who  deal  this  way,  such  as  Messrs 
Udne}',  Coutts,  Dalrymple,  &c,  who  will  satisfy  the  board  that  bills 
cannot  be   negotiated   off  the  post  days;  and   incase    the  express   mails 
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should  be  offer'd  on  Thursday,  and  the  post  day  to  be  on  Wednesday, 
that  he  represent  this  will  only  remedy  the  evils  in  part,  and  as  occasion 
offers  to  endeavour  to  obtain  an  earlier  arrival  of  the  mails  into 
Edinburgh  as  he  knows  how  necessary  it  will  be,  or  at  least  to  obtain 
that  in  winter  the  mails  from  Edinburgh  should  never  be  dispatched 
till  four  hours  after  the  arrival  of  the  London  mail,  in  order  to  leave 
some  time  for  answering  letters,  but  as  this  matter  is  not  yet  fully 
digested,  it  is  hoped  some  other  method  may  be  fallen  upon,  and  in  this 
Mr  Davidson  needs  not  interest  the  great  folks  at  present,  but  only 
mention  it  to  Mr  Robinson  and  Mr  Potts. 


General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh. 
8  July  1760. 
Sederunt. 


8  July   17  CO. 

Edinburgh,  John  Carmichaell  &  Patrick  Jamison  ;  Perth,  William 
Stewart;  Dundee,  George  Yeaman  ;  Aberdeen,  John  Duncan  ;  Stirling, 
Thomas  Gillespie;  Linlithgow,  Henry  Gilles;  St  Andrews,  James 
Lumsdain  ;  Glasgow,  John  Murdoch  ;  Air,  William  Fferguson  ;  Hadding- 
town,  Robert  Thomson;  Dysert,  James  Davidson;  Kirkaldie,  John 
M'Gill ;  Montrose,  James  Bisset ;  Coupar,  Doctor  George  Bethune ; 
Anstr.  Easter,  Mr  Andrew  Johnston;  Dumfries,  Robert  Maxwell; 
Inverness,  Hector  Scott ;  Bruntisland,  John  Hog ;  Innerkeithing, 
Mr  John  Cunningham ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Hamilton ;  Brechin,  John 
Mollison ;  Irving,  Charles  Hamilton;  Jedburgh,  William  Turnbull  ; 
Kirkudbright,  Mr  Alexr.  Gordon ;  Wigtoun,  Mr  Alexr.  Agnew  ; 
Pittenweem,  Thomas  Martin ;  Dumfermling,  John  Wilson ;  Anstr. 
Wester,  Patrick  Burn  ;  Selkirk,  Andrew  Henderson  ;  Renfrew,  Robert 
Somervell ;  Dunbar,  Charles  Fall ;  Lanerk,  Robert  Bell ;  Aberbrothock, 
Alexr.  Keith  ;  Elgin,  Mr  Cosmo  Gordon  ;  Peebles,  James  Halden  ;  Craill, 
William  Clerk ;  Tain,  David  Ross ;  Culross,  Robert  Geddes ;  Banff, 
James  Bartlet;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan  ;  Forfar,  John  Ure ;  Bothsay, 
Mr  Alexr.   M'Millan  ;  Forres,  Thomas  Broddie  ;  Ruthglen,  Allan   Scott; 
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North  Berwick,  Charles  Dalrymple;    Cullen,  Mr  James  Pliilp ;  Lauder,   Bdihbtooh. 

James     Romania ;      Kilrenny,    James     Miller ;      Annan,     Bryce     Blair ;  sotierunt 

Lochmaben,  John   Dickson  ;    Sanquhar,  James  Crighton ;    Queensferry, 

James  Dalgleish ;   Fortrose,  Mr  Jonathan  Forbes ;  In verury,  Mr  George 

Grub;   Inverary,  John   Richardson;  Wick,  George  St  Clair;  Kirkwall, 

Mr  Gilbert   Meason  ;    Inverbervie,    Thomas    Chrystie ;     (eight    burrows 

blank). 

1.  The    which     day    the    convention     unanimously    elect    George   Preeses 
1  )rummond,  Esqr.,  to  be  their  preeses  during  the  sitting  of  this  convention, 

who  being  present  accepted  of  the  office  and  gave  his  oath  defideli,  he 
being  formerly  qualified  to  his  Majesty  King  George  the  Second  by 
taking  the  oaths  of  alleadgence  and  abjuration,  and  signing  the  same 
with  the  assurance. 

2.  The  same  day  the  second  article  of  the  missive,  relative  to  the  2d-  article  of 

,  ,  ,.  .  the  missive 

missive  dues,  was  read  according  to  appointment.  read. 

3.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Committee  to 
Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Air,  Dysert,  Montrose,  Anstr.  Easter,  commissions. 
Dumfries,  Renfrew,  Dunbar,  &  North  Berwick  as  a  committee  to  revise 

the  whole  commissions  presented  to  the  convention  ;  and  having  heard 
the  commissions  of  the  said  committee  read  in  their  own  presence,  they 
approve  of  the  same  ;  and  such  of  the  members  of  the  said  committee 
and  their  assessors  who  were  not  formerly  qualified  did  qualih'c  them- 
selves to  his  Majesty  King  Goorge  the  Second  by  taking  the  oaths 
of  alleadgence  and  abjuration,  and  signing  the  same  with  the  assurance, 
vizt.  : — William  Ferguson,  comr.  for  Air  ;  George  Dempster,  assessor  for 
Dundee ;  Charles  Dalrymple,  commissioner  for  North  Berwick  ;  Cosmo 
Gordon,  commissioner  for  Elgin  ;  Alexander  Gordon,  commissioner  for 
Kirkcudbright;  Andrew  Johnston,  junr.,  comr.  for  Anstr.  Easter; 
Gilbert  Mason,  comr.  for  Kirkwall  ;  and  Alexander  Gray,  assessor  for 
Fortrose. 

a      rni  i         ,1  •,,  -,ii  ,i  •      •  Commissions 

4.  I  he  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  commissions  approven. 
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Edinburgh. 
8  July  1760. 
Commissions 
approven. 


reported  to  the  convention  that  they  having  heard  read  and 
considered  the  commissions  for  the  burghs  of  Linlithgow,  St  Andrews, 
Kirkaldie,  Anstr.  Wester,  Inverness,  Bruntisland,  Innerkeithing, 
Kinghorn,  Brechin,  Irving,  Jedburgh,  Kirkcudbright,  Wigtoun, 
Pittenweem,  Dumfermling,  Selkirk,  Lanerk,  Aberbrothock,  Elgin,  Craill, 
Tain,  Culross,  Banff',  Whithorn,  Forfar,  Rothsay,  Forres,  Ruthglen, 
Cullen,  Lauder,  Kilrenny,  Annan,  Lochmaben,  Sanquhar,  Queensferry, 
Fortrose,  Inverury,  Wick,  Kirkwall,  Inverbervie,  and  Stranraer,  were  of 
opinion  that  the  whole  commissions  both  to  the  commissioners  and 
assessors  should  be  sustained.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  approve  of  the  committee's  report ;  and  such  of  their 
commissioners  and  their  assessors  who  were  not  formerly  qualified  did 
qualify  themselves  to  his  Majestie  King  George  the  Second  by  taking 
the  oaths  of  alleadgence  and  abjuration,  and  signing  the  same  with  the 
assurance,  vizt. : — :John  M'Gill,  comr.  for  Kirkaldy  ;  John  Kay,  comr. 
for  Bruntisland  ;  Alexander  Agnew,  comr.,  Wigtown  ;  Andrew  Henderson, 
comr.  for  Selkirk  ;  Allan  Scott,  comr.  for  Ruthglen  ;  Hector  Scott,  comr. 
for  Inverness ;  Patrick  Burns,  comr.  for  Anstr.  Wester ;  Charles 
Hamilton,  commissioner  for  Irving. 


Archd.  Blair, 
assistant 
agent,  ap- 
pointed to 
uplift  this 
year's  missive 
dues,   and  to 
pay  this 
year's  sal- 
larys, &  to 
state 

Mr  Forbes's, 
deceast,  his 
accompts. 


5.  The  same  day  the  convention  considering  that  the  office  of  agent 
to  the  royal  burrows  is  now  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr  Hugh  Forbes, 
advocate,  and  that  untill  another  is  chosen  in  his  place  none  is  entitled 
or  impowered  to  uplift  this  year's  missive  dues,  or  to  grant  receipts 
therefore  and  to  pay  the  sallarys  on  the  establishment  or  other  sums 
appointed  to  be  paid  by  the  convention,  therefore  the  convention  appoint 
Archibald  Blair,  assistant  to  the  agent,  to  uplift  and  collect  from  the 
several  burrows  their  respective  proportions  of  this  year's  missive  dues, 
who's  receipts  therefore  shall  be  a  sufficient  exoneration  for  the  said 
proportions,  and  also  appoint  him  to  pay  the  several  sallarys  on  the 
establishment  and  such  other  sums  as  are  appointed  to  be  paid  by  other 
acts  of  the  convention,  and  then  to  state  Mr  Forbes's  accompts  for  this 
present  year. 
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Eod&m    die  post    meridiem.  Edinburgh. 
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6.  The    same   day   the   convention    unanimously    elect    and    choice  Mr  Alexr. 
Mr  Alexander  Gray,  one  of  the  depute  clerks  of  session,  to  be  agent  to  agent  in 
the  royal   burrows  in  place  of  Mr  Hugh  Forbes,  advocate,  deeeast ;  and  Pjac?  "'  *Yr 

J  i  &  HughForbes, 

the  said    Mr  Alexander  Gray  compearing  and  accepting  gave  his  oath   deceasfc. 

tie  fideli  ((dm  i n  istrat ione  and  qualified  himself  by  takeing  the  oaths  of 

alleadgence  and  abjuration,  and  signing  the  same  with  the  assurance. 

7.  The    same    day    the    convention    unanimously   elect    the    Right  The  Rt. 

TT        I  1 

I  limbic.  Thomas  Miller,  Esquire,  his  Majesties  advocate,  to  be  assessor  Thos.  Miller, 
to   the   royal  burrows  in  place  of  the  Right  Honble.  Robert  Dundas  of  Efl''->  J°™ 

J  L  &  advocat, 

Arniston,  Esqr.,  promoted  to  be  President  of  the  Court  of  Session.  elected 

assessor. 

8.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  a  commission  from   Commission 
the  burgh  of  Coupar  to  Dr  George  Betune  and  Mr  John  Horseburgh,  forCouPar> 

r->  i  »  &    '    approven. 

as  his  assessor,  they  approve  of  the  said  commission. 

9.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  convention  by  David    Report  of  the 

Flint,  secretary  to  the  trustees  for  fisheries  and  manufactures,  a  copy  0f   the   pay- 

of   the  report  made  by  the  said  trustees  to  Ids  Majesty  at   Christmas   pent  made 

_  .  .  „    >>.}'  jr.  order 

last;  also  George  Innes,  deputy  receiver  general,  gave  in  an  account  of   presented. 

the    payments    made    by    the    receiver    general   in   consequence    of  the 

trustees'  orders  from  the  25th  of  December  1758  to  the  twenty-fifth  of 

December  1759,  both  which  were  ordered  to  lye  upon  the  table  for  the 

perusal  of  the  member's. 

10.  The  same  day  the  39th  article  of  the  convention,  1749,  anent  Actanent 
the  not  giving  of  money  or  increasing  the  missive  dues  upon  the  first  dues  read!6 
motion,  was  read  according  to  appointment. 

11.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  in  the  convention   The  passage 

a  petition  from  the  admiral  deputes  of  the  admirality  of  Dumfermling,  Queensferry 

signed  by  a  great  number  of  gentlemen,  seting  furth  that  the  passage   referr "  |*> 
&  «/        &  °  ^  L  &     a  committee. 

at  Queensferry,  although  one   of  the  most  frequented  in  Scotland,  yet 
by  the  bad  condition  of  the  loading  and  landing  places  on  both  sides, 
C 
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The  passage 
at  the 

Queensferry 
referr'd  to  a 
committee. 


Complt.  of 
Kinghorn 
referr'd  to  a 
committee. 


Compl., 

Fittenwecm 
agt.  tlie  town 
of  St  Menins, 
referr'd  to  a 
committee. 


especially  at  low  water,  was  rendered  not  only  highly  disagreeable 
and  inexpeditious,  but  even  dangerouse  to  the  lives  of  the  lieges  when 
oblidged  to  pass  at  low  water ;  that  the  funds,  tho' regularly  applied, 
were  so  small  that  without  a  further  aid  it  was  impracticable  to 
render  the  passage  easy  and  safe  for  the  landing  and  boating  of  the 
lieges,  their  horses  and  carriages,  and  therefore  praying  the  assistance 
of  the  convention  as  being  a  matter  of  publick  concern.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  same  to  the  burghs  of 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberbrothock,  Wigtoun, 
Anstr.  Easter,  Tain,  Crail,  Renfrew,  Stirling,  Dumfries,  Dumfermling, 
Inverness,  Banff,  Elgin,  Air,  Montrose,  Culross,  Innerkeithing,  and 
Queensferry  as  a  committee  to  consider  thereof,  and  to  report. 

12.  The  same  day  there  was  read  to  the  convention  a  representation 
from  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn,  complaining  that  the  justices  of  peace  of 
the  county  of  Fife  were  making  strong  attemps  to  encroach  on  the 
rights  and  priviledges  of  the  magistrate  and  town  council  of  that  burgh, 
particularly  by  nameing  of  persons  called  inspectors  within  that  burgh 
to  supercede  the  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrats  over  the  boatmen,  horse- 
hyrers,  and  porters,  which  make  a  considerable  part  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  by  attempting  to  abolish  the  office  of  postmaster,  who  has  im- 
memorially  been  appointed  by  the  magistrats  and  town  council ;  that  the 
funds  of  the  burrow  are  greatly  exhausted  with  the  charge  of  building 
their  new  harbour,  and  can  very  ill  afford  defraying  the  expence  of 
lawsuites  now  carrying  on  by  the  said  justices,  and  therefore  praying 
the  aid  and  direction  of  the  convention.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  appoint  their  agent  to  meet  with  the  doers  for  the 
burgh  of  Kinghorn,  to  form  a  memorial  on  the  state  of  the  proces,  and 
to  take  the  lord  advocat's  opinion  thereon,  that  the  same  may  be  laid 
before  the  above  last  mentioned  committee,  and  the}'  to  report. 

13.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  a  petition  from  the 
burgh  of  Pittenweem,  representing  that  through  the  decay  of  trade  and 
badness   of  the  fishing  for  some  years  past  they  were  unable  to  pay  the 
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cess  and   missive  dues  without  encroaching;  on  the  publick  funds  of  the  Edinburgh. 

,,,-,,  ,„,„      .  .,  ,,       S.July  1760. 

burrow,  and  representing  that  m  the  town  01  at  Monins,  a  mile  to  the  oompl. 

westward  of  their  burrow,  several  inhabitants  in  that  town  carried  on  a  I'ittenweem 

agt.  the  town 

forreign  and  domestick  trade  without  paying  any  part  of  the  cess  ofSbMenins, 
imposed  on  the  burrows,  and  tlierefore  praying  the  convention  to  committee.* 
consider  the  premisses  and  to  stent  the  town  of  St  Monins  in  such 
proportion  of  the  yearly  cess  payable  by  the  said  burgh  of  Pittenweem 
as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  convention  should  seem  meet.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  same  to  the  committee 
last  above  named,  and  they  to  report. 

14.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  the  annual  missive  Annl. 

read  in  their  presence,  they  remitt  the  same  to  the  consideration  of  the  &  committed, 
committee  on  the  commissions  formerly  named,  and  they  to  report. 

15.  The  same  day  a  motion  was  made  to  consider  of  the  properest  Committee 
method    for    ascelerating    the    post    from    London    to    Edinburgh    and  method  for 
promoting    the   correspondence    betwixt    the    several   burrows    in    this  «jcehorating 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  the  convention  remitt  the  same  to  the 
committee  upon  the  petition  of  the  admiral  deputes  of    Dumfermling, 

&  they  [to]  report. 

16.  The   same   day   the   commissioner    for    the    burgh    of   Dundee  Committee 

represented    that    one    of    the   ministers   and  part   of  the  kirk   session  complt' oT a 

of  that  burgh  had  lately  attempted  to  deprive  the  burrow  of  the  right  Dundee 

.      , 7  i  .  aSfc-  their 

ot   nominating    the   prccenters  to  the   several  churches   in  that  burgh,  minister. 

although   the  magistrate    and  council  had  been  in  the  immemorial  use 

of    nominating  the    persons    employ 'd    in    that    office ;    that    the    said 

minister  and    his  adherents  had  raised    a  declarator  before  the  lords 

for    that  purpose  ;    that   he   did    not  mean   to  ask  any   money   of  the 

convention,  but    considering  this  as   a    general    question   in  which  all 

the    burrows   in    Scotland    were   interested,    he   hoped    the    convention 

would  give  the  burgh  of  Dundee  their  countenance  and  appoint  their 

agent    in   their   name    to  concur  in    the   defence   of  the   rights  of   the 
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Edinburgh,     burrow.       Which    being    considered    by    the    convention,    they    remitt 

8  July  1760.  ...  .  'J 

■  to  the  committee  immediatly  abovementioned,  and  they  to  report. 


Edinbr.,  9  July  1700. 


Act  recom- 
mending to 
the  next 
convention 
to  give  sixty 
pound  sterl. 
for  repairing 
the  harbours 
of  Queens- 
ferry. 


17.  The  which  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  the 
admiral  deputes  of  the  admirality  of  Dumfermling  relative  to  the 
improvements  of  the  loading  and  landing  places  at  Queensferry  was 
remitt,  reported  that  by  an  established  rule  no  money  could  be 
given  by  this  convention  as  the  application  was  not  laid  before  the 
annual  committee  three  weeks  before  the  meeting  of  the  annual 
convention;  but  it  appearing  reasonable  to  encourage  so  useful  1 
and  publick  a  work,  it  was  their  opinion  that  it  should  be 
recommended  to  the  next  convention  to  allow  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding sixty  '  pounds  sterling  towards  executing  the  proposed 
improvements  for  the  safety  and  conveniency  of  the  lieges  at  the 
loading  and  landing  places  at  the  Queensferry  on  both  sides  of 
the  passage.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve 
of  the  said  report,  and  recommend  to  the  next  convention  to  give  sixty 
pounds  sterling  towards  executing  so  usefull  a  work,  upon  the  accompts 
of  the  debursements  in  executing  the  same  beino-  laid  before  the  next 
convention,  and  recommend  to  the  magistrats  of  Queensferry  &  Inner- 
keithing  to  inspect  this  improvement,  and  to  report  to  the  next 
convention. 


Annl.  18.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  from  the 

committee  burgh     of    Pittenweem    was    remitt    reported    their    opinion    that    the 

measures  to  convention  should  remitt  this  affair  to  the  next  annual  committee,  with 

Minnans  to  instructions  to  take  the  proper  measures  to  make  the  town  of  St  Minians 

accept  of  the  accepk  0f  yie  communication  of  trade  for  contributeing  to  the  relief  of 
commumca-  x  " 

tion  of  trade,  the  burgh  of  Pittenweem.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 
they  approve  of  the  said  report,  and  recommend  to  the  next  annual 
committee  to  proceed  accordingly. 
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If).   The   same   day   the   committee   to   whom   the  motion  from  the   Edinburgh. 

commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Dundee  was  remitt  reported  it  as  their  Agent  to  con- 

opinion   that  the  convention  should  appoint  their  agent  to  concur  with   curr  with 

.  .  . .  ...  Dundee agfc. 

the  burgh  of  Dundee  in  support  of  their  right  or  nominating  the  several   theirnrinister 

precentors  within  that  town,   as  the  magistrats  and  council  had  been  Bessj„n 

in    immemorial    use   so   to   do,   and  likeways  to  concur   with   them    in 

support  of  their  other  just  rights  and  priviledges  in  so  far  as  the  same 

had  been  invaded  by  the  proces  carried  on  before  the  Court  of  Session  at 

the  instance  of  one  of  the  ministers  and  part  of  the  kirk  session  of  that 

burgh.      Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the 

said  report,  and  enact  and  ordain  accordingly. 

20.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  remitt  to  consider  Act  anent 

of    the    properest    method    for   accelerating  the   post    from    London   to   London  & 

Edinburgh    and    promoting   the    correspondence    betwixt    the    several   km-  ami  the 
B  l  "  l  acceliorating 

burrows  in  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  reported  that  in  their  yrof. 
opinion  the  convention  at  present  should  only  apply  for  accelerating 
the  post  to  and  from  London  to  Edinburgh,  and  signifie  to  the  post- 
master general  that  they  would  be  wyell  satisfied  to  have  a  twelve 
months'  trial  before  proposing  any  alteration  with  regard  to  the 
course  of  the  posts  in  Scotland,  excepting  the  establishment  of  the 
express  mail  on  Thursday  from  Edinburgh  to  the  north  and  west. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said 
report,  and  recommend  to  the  preeses,  in  name  of  the  convention,  to 
apply  to  such  persons  of  rank  and  interest  in  Scotland  or  England 
as  can  give  assistance  in  procuring  the  above  mentioned  regulations. 

21.  The  same  day   there  was  produced  the  late  agent's  accompts  Committee 

and  list  of  the  burrows  in  arrear  of  missive  dues,  which  the  convention  onfcneagenfc's 

accompts  & 

remitt  to   the  following  committee  to  audite,  and  they  to  report,  vizt. :  list  of 

— the    burghs    of    Edinburgh,    Glasgow,     Perth,     Aberdeen,     Montrose, 

Dundee,  and  Dumfries.  Commissions 

for  Selkirk, 

22.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  a  commission  from   Hadington, 
the  burgh  of  Selkirk  appointing  the  Right  Honble.  the  Lord  Alemour,  approven. 


3S 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs 


Edinburgh. 
1)  July  1760. 
Commissions 
for  Selkirk, 
Hadington 
&  Peebles 
approven. 


Committee 
to  prepare 
a  clause  re- 
lative to  the 
weight  & 
pryce  of 
bread. 


Proceedings 
of  the  annl. 
coniniitteo 
approven, 
and  the  agent 
appointed  to 
pay  Mr  John 
Davidson 
£7,  12s.  6d. 


one  of  the  senators  of  the  College  of  Justice,  to  be  their  assessor,  and 
a  commission  from  the  burgh  of  Haddingtown  to  Robert  Thomson, 
Esquire,  present  provost,  to  be  their  commissioner,  and  Henry  Hepburn, 
one  of  the  present  baillies,  to  be  his  assessor,  as  also  a  commission  from 
the  burgh  of  Peebles  to  James  Haldane,  Esqr.,  their  present  provost, 
to  be  their  commissioner,  they  approve  of  the  saids  commissions. 

23.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  from  the  burgh  of  Air 
represented  that  the  late  act  of  parliament  concerning  the  assize  and 
weight  of  bread,  tho'  highly  beneficial  to  England,  was  so  conceived 
that  it  could  not  be  put  into  execution  in  Scotland,  that  that  part  of 
the  publick  police  was  by  that  law  taken  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  magistrats,  as  no  procedure  could  be  had  without  a 
report  from  the  clerk  of  the  mercates,  an  officer  not  known  or 
established  in  any  of  the  burrows  in  Scotland,  and  therefore  he  moved 
that  the  convention  should  endeavour  to  provide  a  proper  remedy  for 
preventing  the  inconveniencys  that  many  of  the  burrows  felt  by  the 
deficiency  of  the  weight,  quality,  and  increase  of  the  price  of  bread 
when  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  magistrats  to  controul  these  abuses. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  recommend  to  the 
burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Air,  Renfrew,  and  Forres,  with  the  advice  of  the 
lord  advocate  and  agent  to  the  burrows,  to  prepare  a  proper  clause  for 
regulating  the  assize  and  weight  of  wheat  bread  in  Scotland,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  burrow  agent  at  London  in  order  to  have  the  same  insert 
in  some  publick  bill  to  be  past  into  an  act. 

24.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  the  proceedings  of 
the  annual  committee  read  in  their  presence,  and  observing  that  the 
committee  had  been  at  great  pains  in  manageing  the  affairs  of  the 
burrows  since  last  convention,  do  therefore  appoint  their  preeses  to  return 
the  committee  the  thanks  of  the  convention,  and  unanimously  approve 
of  their  proceedings ;  and  seeing  it  was  recommended  to  Mr  John 
Davidson,  writer  to  the  signet,  who  was  occasionally  at  London,  to 
solicite    the    establishing    the    regulations    concerning    the    post    office 
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recommended  by  last  convention,  and  to  entertain  the  proper  persons  Edinburgh. 
concern'd  in  that  affair,  do  therefore  appoint  their  agent  to  defray 
Mr  Davidson's  acconipt  in  promoting  that  matter,  amounting  to  seven 
pound  twelve  shillings  &  sixpence  sterl.,  and  recommend  to  the  preeses 
to  return  the  convention  thanks  to  Mr  Davidson  for  his  care  and 
assiduity  in  that  affair. 

25.  The  same   day   the  commissioner  for  the  burgh    of   Aberdeen   Annl.  corn- 
represented  that  a  good  time  ago  a  motion   had  been  made  to  make  a  Mr  Wilson6 

present  of  a  piece  of  plate  to  Mr  Wilson,  who  had  been  sent  from  London  surveyor  of 

.  .  the  [post 

to  assist  in  regulating  the  posts,  as  that  gentleman  had  been  extreamly  office],  a peice 

usefull  in  contributing  to  put  that  affair  on  a  proper  footing  for  the  °J^  of°£50 

benefite  of  the   burrows.     Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  ster- 

they    reinitt   to   the   next  annual  committee  to    present  Mr  Wilson,  in 

name    of  the  convention,  with  a    piece  of    plate,    not    exceeding    fifty 

pounds  sterling  value,  as  a  testimony  of  their  regard  and  sense  they 

have   of   his  endeavours  to  putt  that  interesting  affair  of  accelerating 

the  correspondence  in  this  country  on  a  proper  footing. 

26.  The  same  day  there  was  read    a   petition  from  the  burgh   of  Act  approve- 
Dysert,  representing  that  the  town  of  Innerkeithing  had  for  a  valuable   ',"*  °  .t,.ie 

J  '       r  a  t->  disposition 

consideration    sold  and  disponed    to   and    in   favours   of    the    burgh    of   made  by 

Dysert,  all  and  whole  the  tolls  and  customs  of  the  said  burgh  of  Dysart  ingto  Dysert 

by  sea  and  land  whereto  the    burgh    of  Innerkeithing  had    right   by  of  <;he  fc°lls 

J  =>  a  o  J     and  customs 

charter  granted  by  King  James  the  Sixth,  and  praying  that  the  of  Dysert. 
convention  wou'd  interpose  their  authority  to  the  said  transaction  in 
such  manner  as  they  shall  judge  necessary.  Which  being  considered  by 
the  convention,  and  having  heard  the  representatives  of  both  burrows 
informing  that  the  said  transaction  was  for  their  mutual  advantage, 
the  convention  do  therefore  appoint  the  said  disposition  by  the  town 
of  Innerkeithing  to  the  town  of  Dysert  to  be  recorded  in  their  books 
immediatly  after  the  acts  of  this  convention,  and  hereby  interpone 
their  authority  thereto. 
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report. 


27.  The  same  day  the  member  for  the  burgh  of  Dundee  moved 
that  the  convention  should  appoint  a  committee  of  their  number  to 
waite  on  Mr  Gilbert  Elliot,  one  of  the  lords  of  the  admirality,  and 
Sir  Hary  Erskine,  members  of  parliament  now  in  Edinburgh,  and 
signifie  to  them  the  gratefull  sense  the  state  of  burrows  had  for  their 
exerting  themselves  in  that  interesting  and  national  question  concerning 
the  establishment  of  a  melitia  in  Scotland,  so  warmly  recommended  by 
the  annual  committee  of  the  last  convention,  and  to  signifie  the 
convention's  hope  that  they  would  not  faill  to  exert  themselves  when 
a  proper  opertunity  shou'd  occur  for  promoting  so  salutary  a  schem  for 
preserving  the  internal  peace  of  the  country.  Which  being  considered 
by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  said  motion  to  the  burghs  of 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Perth,  Aberdeen,  Dundee,  Air,  Crail,  Annan, 
Aberbrothock,  Wigtown,  and  Lochmaben,  and  they  to  report. 

28.  The  saine  day  the  member  for  the  burgh  of  Aberbrothock 
represented  that  the  Edinburgh  society,  which  had  the  countenance  of 
former  conventions,  had  in  many  respects  contributed  to  the  improve- 
ment of  this  countrey,  particularly  in  promoteing  several  branches  of 
manufacture ;  that  the  narrowness  of  their  funds  disabled  them  from 
being  so  extensively  usefull  as  cou'd  be  wished,  but  it  was  hoped  the 
convention,  the  patrons  of  trade  and  manufactures,  would  give  their 
countenance  and  aid  to  promote  the  laudable  intentions  of  the  society, 
as  many  parts  of  the  kingdom  had  already  felt  the  benefite  resulting 
from  their  endeavours  to  promote  usefull  improvements  in  this  countrey. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  said  motion 
to  the  last  named  committee,  and  they  to  report. 


Eodem  die  post  meridiem. 

[29.  Mr  Hugh  Fforbes,  late  agent,  his  accott.  of  unfree  trade, 
presented  by  Archd.  Blair,  his  assistant,  approven.  30.  Mr  Hugh 
Forbes,  late  agent,  his  accott.  of  missive  dues,  presented  by  Archd. 
Blair,  his  assistant,  approven.] 
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31.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  their  agent  to  pay  the  Edifbubqu. 
sallarys  and  gratuitys  following,  vizt. : — to  the  principal  clerks,  of  A  nt  to — 
sallary,   fifty   pounds  sterling-  of  sallary;    to  the  agent,   fifty  pounds  pay  sallarys 

sterling  of  sallary;  to  his  assistant,  ten  pounds  sterling  of  sallary  ;  to  tuitys. 
Thomas  Miller,  Esqr.,  his  Majestic's  advocate,  as  assessor,  five  hundred 
nierks  Scots  of  sallary;  to  his  clerk,  sixty  pounds  Scots  of  sallary ;  to 
Archibald  M'Aulay,  conservator,  fifty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary;  to 
David  Flint,  secretary  to  the  commissioners  and  trustees  for  improve- 
ment of  manufactures,  eighty  pounds  sterling  for  his  own  and  his  clerk's 
sallary ;  to  James  Rob,  for  the  rent  of  the  trustees'  office  at  Whit- 
sunday next,  twenty  pounds  sterling;  to  George  Ross,  agent  at  London, 
twenty-five  pounds  sterling  of  sallary  ;  to  Allan  Whitefoord,  receiver 
general,  twenty  pounds  sterling  for  his  clerk's  sallary  ;  to  George 
Lindsay,  depute  clerk,  twenty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary ;  to  John 
Blair,  recorder,  thirty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary  ;  to  John  Middlemist, 
burrow  officer,  twenty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary  and  four  pounds 
sterling  of  gratuity  for  his  extraordinary  trouble;  to  the  keeper  of 
the  advocats'  bar,  twenty-nine  pounds  Scots  ;  to  Patrick  Borthwick, 
under  keeper  &  cryer,  eighteen  pounds  Scots ;  to  the  gardner,  for 
flowers,  twelve  pounds  Scots;  to  the  keeper  of  the  burrow  room, 
fifteen  pound  Scots  ;  and  to  Anna  Kennedy,  daughter  of  Conservator 
Kennedy,  sixty  pounds  Scots  of  supply  yearly  during  her  life. 

32.  The    same    day    the    preeses    reported    that    the    committee  The  preeses 

appointed    to    consider     in    what    manner    thanks  should    be    return'd  thanks  to 

to  our  representatives  in  parliament  who  had  distinguished  themselves  ™  7  ]?!'■ 
r  .  x  Eliot,  Sir 

in    supporting    the    recommendations    from    the    burrows,    particularly  Henry 

in   the  affair  of  the  Scots  melitia,  were  of  opinion  that  their  preeses   Mr  Oswald  of 

should  be  authorized  to  wait  on  Mr  Gilbert  Elliot,  one  of  the  lords  of  P""jj»flper 

tor  their 

the  admirality,  now  in  town,  and  return  him  the  grateful]  thanks  of  the  appearance 
convention  for  the  signal  services  done  by  him  to  his  king  and  country   ye  militia 
as    one    of    the    lords  of  the  admirality,  and  for  the  part  lie  acted  as  bill, 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  so  much   to   the  honour   of  his 
country    on    all  occasions,    and    particularly   with    respet  to  the  affair 
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Edinburgh,  of  a  Scots  melitia,  and  to  return  the  thanks  of  the  convention  to 
The  preeses  ^r  Hary  Erskine,  now  in  town,  for  his  zeal  on  that  destinguished 
to  return         occasion,    and    to  signifie    to    Mr    Oswald   of   Dunnikeir    the   gratcfull 

thanks  to  ......  .  .  &, 

Mr  Gilbt.         sense   the  convention  has  or   his  signal  services  upon  that  and  many 

Henrv  other    occasions  for    the   interest   of   the   burrows,  and  to  represent  to 

Erskin,  &         these  gentlemen   that  the  convention  were  perswaded  they  would  still 

Mr  Oswald  of  *  .....     1  J 

Dunnikier        continue  to  exert  the  same  zeal   and  abihtys  when  a  proper  opertunity 

for  their  offered  for  establishing  a  melitia  for  the  internal  security  of  this  part  of 

appearance  &  J  i. 

in  parliat.  fur  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and  likewise,  as  occasion  offer'd,  to  return  the 
bin.  convention's    thanks   to  our   other   representatives   in   parliament    who 

have  exerted  themselves  in  support  of  that  affair. 

Agent  to  33.  The  same  day  the  preeses  from  the  same  committee  reported 

pay  to  the        ^j^  they   were  of  opinion  the   Edinburgh   society  was  a  most  usefull 

treasr.  of  the  . 

Edinbr.  institution  and  merited  the  encouragement  of  the  convention  as  having 

sterl.     ~  contributed  to  the  improvement  of  so  many  different  branches  of  manu- 

facture, that  they  were  hopefull  the  convention  would  annually  give 
them  their  countenance  and  aid,  and  at  this  time  give  twenty-five  pounds 
sterling  to  the  said  society  as  a  mark  of  the  convention's  approbation  of 
their  conduct  and  procedure,  hopeing  that  such  gratuity  might  be 
continued  while  the  society  exerted  themselves  in  the  same  usefull 
manner.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  appoint  their 
agent  to  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  society  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
pounds  sterling  for  this  year,  leaving  it  to  the  wisdom  of  future  conven- 
tions to  do  as  they  think  proper  when  application  shall  be  made  to  them 
by  that  honourable  society. 

The  preses  to  35.*  The  same  day  the  convention  considering  the  great  number  of 

apply  to  the  captures  of  tradeing  vessells  on  the  east,  west,  and  northern  costs  by 
admiralty  for        r  "  _  * 

protecting        French  privateers,  do  unanimously  impower  their  preeses,   so  soon   as 

against  ^         properly  inform 'd  of  the  particulars,  to  apply  in  name  of  the  convention 
privateers.       ^(J  £jie  ]orcjs  0f  the  admirality  for  having  ships  of  war  stationed  on  these 
coasts  for  the  protection  of  trade. 

*  Apparently  a  clerical  error — should  be  34. 
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Edinr.,    I  Oth  July    1700.  Edinburgh. 

10  July  I  7(ill 

-SO.  The  which  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  affair  of  Kinghorn   Annl. 

was   remitt   reported   as   their  opinion  that  the  convention  should  remit   to  support 
the  same   to   the   next  annual  committee,  with  instructions  to  them  to   Kinghorn 

llgt.  the 

support  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn  in  what,  upon  considering  the  case,  shall  justices  of 
appear  to  be  their  just  rights  and  priviledges,  and  to  authorize  the  agent  'ie* 
to  lay  out  a  sum  not  exceeding  fourty  pounds  sterling  for  that  purpose. 
Which   being   considered    by   the   convention,   they   approve  of  the  said 
report,     and     instruct     and     impovver     the     annual     committee    to    act 
accordingly. 

37.   The  same  day  the  committee  on   the   missive  reported  that  in    Heads  and 

'i rt'iclcs  or 

their  opinion  the  whole  heads  and  articles  thereof,  and  particularly  the   the  missive 

tax  roll  as  it   now  stands,   should  be  continued   for  one  year  until  1   July   continued  & 

^  _    ^     also  the  tax 

seventeen    hundred    and    sixty-one ;    and   further,    that    the     following  roll  for  one 

article  should  be  added  to  the  missive,  vizt. : — That  the  magistrate  of  each 
royal  burrow  recommend  it  to  the  members  of  their  several  incorpora- 
tions to  transmitt  to  the  treasurer  or  secretary  of  the  Edinburgh 
society  for  improving  arts  and  manufactures  an  account  of  every 
manufacture  that  they  judge  may  be  improved  by  a  preemium  from 
the  society  to  excite  emulation  amongst  the  several  artists.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report, 
and  continue  the  whole  heads  &  articles  of  the  missive,  and  particularly 
the  tax  roll,  for  one  year  till  July  seventeen  hundred  and  sixty-one, 
and  also  continue  the  assignations  to  the  particular  burrows  of  the 
unfree  trade  granted  for  their  relief,  and  appoint  the  above  article  to 
be  insert  as  a  head  of  the  next  annual  missive ;  and  the  convention 
considering  that  the  missive  is  in  some  particulars  inaccuratly  expresst, 
and  contain'd  some  heads  that  might  be  superceded,  do  remitt  the 
missive  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  annual  committee,  with  power 
to  them  to  revise  the  whole  and  make  a  draught  of  an  annual  missive 
to  be  laid  before  the  next  general  convention. 


44 


Convention   of  Royal  Bun/Its. 


Edinburgh. 

10  July  1700. 


Act  nneiit 
the  post  liet. 
London  & 
Edr.  and  ve 
accelioriiting 
thereof 
amended. 


38.  The  same  day  it  was  moved  by  a  member  to  have  the  20th 
act  of  this  convention,  relative  to  the  course  of  the  posts,  varied  and  put 
in  the  following  words  as  appearing  more  accurate,  and  made  to  run 
thus: — The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  remitt  to 
consider  of  the  properest  method  for  accelerating  the  course  of  the  post 
from  London  to  Edinburgh  and  promoteing  the  correspondence  betwixt 
the  several  burrows  in  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  reported  that  in 
their  opinion  the  convention  at  present  should  only  apply  for  accelerating 
the  course  of  the  post  to  and  from  London  to  Edinburgh,  and  signitie  to 
the  postmaster  general  that  they  are  satisfied  to  take  a  trial  for  one 
year  of  the  present  establishment  before  proposing  any  alteration  with 
regard  to  the  course  of  the  posts  in  Scotland,  excepting  only  as  to  the 
establishment  of  the  express  mails  on  Thursday  from  Edinburgh  to  the 
north  and  west.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
approve  of  the  said  report,  and  recommend  to  the  preeses,  in  name  of  the 
convention,  to  apply  to  the  postmaster  general  and  to  such  persons  of 
rank  and  interest  in  Scotland  or  England  as  can  give  assistance  in 
procuring  the  above  proposed  acceleration  of  the  course  of  the  post  to 
and  from  London  to  Edinburgh. 


Address  to 

his  Majesty 
approven. 


39.  The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
an  address  to  his  Majesty  on  the  success  of  his  arms  by  sea  and  land 
presented  a  draught  thereof.  Which  being  read  in  presence  of  and 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  address,  and 
authorize  the  preeses  to  sign  it  in  their  name,  and  to  transmitt  it  to  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Argyle  to  be  laid  before  his  Majesty,  and  appoint  the 
same  to  be  recorded  immcdiatly  after  the  acts  of  this  convention. 


Annuall  40.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh 

appointed        aRd  such  other  of  the  members  of  this  convention  as  shall  attend  as  a 
wt.  the  usual  committee    to    sitt    after    dissolving    this    present    convention,    and    to 
proceed  in,  consider,  and  determine  upon  all  and  every  particular  that 
has  been  remitted  to  them  by  this  present  convention,  and  particularly 


powers. 
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upon  all  rand]  every  thing  tending  to  the  benefite  of  trade  and  of  the  state  Edinburgh, 

.    ,  ,  ,,     ■,.«.  A1_    .    ,  •  •  10  July  17(10. 

or   burrows,  and  upon   all  differences  that  has  arisen  or  may  arise  m  Annuall 
burrows   or   between    burrows,   and   upon   every   tiling  concerning  the  committee 

.  appointed 

staple  port  and  due  observance  thereof,  and  upon  every  thing  concerning  wt.  the  usual 
unfree  traders  and  the  communication  of  trade;  declaring  that  five  shall  Powers> 
he  a-  quorum  in  every  matter  except  in  such  cases  as  shall  require  any 
application  to  parliment  wherein  nine  shall  be  a  quorum  ;  and  furder, 
the  annual  committee  are  hereby  directed  and  impower'd  to  correspond 
with  the  burrows'  representatives  in  parliment  concerning  trade  or  the 
state  of  burrows,  and  that  they  give  notice  of  the  particulars  of  such 
correspondence  to  the  several  burrows  so  as  the  burrows  may  write  in 
that  behalf  to  their  respective  representatives,  and  likewise  in  all  matters 
whereto  applications  to  the  parliment  shall  be  by  the  annual  committee 
thought  necessary,  that  all  the  members  shall  by  a  circular  letter  have 
notice  of  the  particulars  that  they  may  attend  and  assist  in  forming 
and  concerting  such  applications  if  the  nature  of  the  thing  can  admitt 
of  so  much  delay  ;  but  the  annual  committee  shall  in  no  case  have 
power  to  dispose  of  any  of  the  burrows'  money  except  where  they 
shall  have  special  authority  for  that  purpose,  conform  to  the  twenty- 
sixth  act  of  the  convention  in  July  iaivij  &  and  thirty-four;  and  the 
convention  appoint  the  first  meeting  of  the  annual  committee  to  be  on 
Friday  next  at  eleven  o'clock  forenoon  at  this  place,  with  power  to 
the  committee  to  choise  their  own  preeses  from  time  to  time;  and  in 
absence  of  the  preeses  they  authorize  their  clerks  to  call  a  meeting  upon 
any  emergent. 

41.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  convention  Convention 
and   appoint  the  next  annual  convention  to  meet  and  be  held  at  the 
burgh  of   Edinburgh   upon   the  second  Twesday  of  July  next  seventeen 
hundred  and   sixty-one  years,  and   appoint  the  clerks  to  direct  missives 
accordingly.      [Follows  signatures.] 
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Edinburgh.  Follows  the  disposition  by  the  burgh  of  Innerkeithing  in  favours  of 

10  July  1700. 

the  burgh  of  Dysert,  appointed  to  be  recorded  by  the  twenty-sixth  act  of 

the  foregoing  convention. 


Follows  the  adress  to  his  Majesty,  appointed  to  be  recorded  by  the 
thirty-nineth  act  of  the  foregoing  convention. 

To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty,  the  humble  Address  of  the 
General  Convention  of  the  Royal  Borroughs  of  Scotland. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, — We,  your  Majestie's  dutifull  and  loyal 
subjects  of  the  general  convention  of  the  royal  borroughs  of  Scotland, 
with  hearts  full  of  that  zeall  and  attatchment  which  becomes  a  free  and 
happy  people  towards  the  best  of  kings,  presume  to  take  this  first 
opertunity  at  our  annual  meeting  to  congratulate  your  Majesty  on  the 
extraordinary  and  continued  success  with  which  divine  providence, 
during  the  present  necessary  war,  has  blessed  your  Majestie's  vigorous 
measures  and  wise  councils  for  the  security  and  glory  of  your  people. 

The  annals  of  your  Majesty's  happy  reign  will  be  transmitted  to 
posterity  with  a  lustre  equal  to  that  of  your  most  renouned  predecessors. 
The  conquest  of  Goree  and  Guadeloupe  ;  the  surrender  of  Fort  Du-quesne, 
Niagara,  Ticonderoga,  and  Crown  Point ;  the  defeat  of  the  French 
army  and  conquest  of  Quebeck  by  a  small  but  brave  and  well  conducted 
force,  the  mentaining  that  important  fortress  by  a  handfull  of  men 
against  a  desperate  and  numerous  enemy ;  the  signal  victory  at 
Thornhausen  ;  the  victory  off  Cape  Lagos  and  the  destruction  of  the 
French  fleet  by  Admiral  Hawk,  will  be  lasting  monuments  of  the  glory 
which  Great  Britain  has  attained  under  your  Majestie's  auspicious  and 
benign  government ;  but  above  all,  your  Majestie's  reign  will  be  ever 
distinguished  by  that  constant  attention  to  the  true  interest  and  glory 
of  your  people,  which  has  animated  every  heart  within  your  great  and 
extensive  dominions  with  the  most  dutifull  love  and  zealous  attachment 
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to  your  Majestie's  person,  and  has  enabled  this  free  and  happy  kingdom    Edinbdkoh, 
to  exert  a  force  and  supply   an   expence  which    would  nave  appeared 
incredible    at    any    former   period,    and     has     already    convinced    your 
Majestie's    enemies   what   may    be    expected    from    a   people  united    in 
themselves  and  conducted  by  a  truely  wise  and  constitutional  spirit. 

We  are  happy  to  assure  your  Majesty  in  a  particular  manner  of 
the  loyalty  which  prevails  in  this  part  of  your  United  Kingdom,  a 
loyalty  supported  and  enlivened  by  the  general  and  well  grounded  con- 
viction that  it  is  to  your  Majesty's  wise  and  steady  administration  that 
this  kingdom  owes  that  grandeur,  that  happiness,  and  that  security  by 
which  it  is  so  much  distinguished  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe.  No  murmurs 
are  heard  amongst  your  Majestie's  happy  subjects,  unless  that  name 
shall  be  given  to  the  universall  and  animated  zeal  in  favour  of  your 
Majesty  and  our  happy  constitution  which  renders  every  man  of  every 
rank  willing  and  ready  to  take  up  arms  and  freely  expose  his  life  and 
fortune  in  support  of  your  Majesty's  government,  and  in  defence  of  his 
country,  his  liberty,  and  religion. 

That  your  Majesty's  arms  may  still  continue  to  be  crown'd  with 
success  till  your  enemies  submit  to  a  lasting  and  honourable  peace,  that 
you  may  long  continue  to  reign  in  the  hearts  and  affections  of  a 
flourishing  and  united  people,  is  the  constant  and  earnest  prayer  of, 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

Edinbr.,  10th  July  1760.  Your  Majesty's  most  dutifull  and  most 

loyal  subjects,  the  general  convention 
of  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland. 

Signed  in  name,  in  presence,  and  by 
appointment  of  the  convention 
of  the  royal  burrows  of  Scot- 
land by  Geo.  Drummond,  preeses, 
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Edinburgh. 
11  July  1700. 
Sederunt. 


Geo.  Drum- 
mond,  preses. 

Agent  to 
endeavour  to 
bring  the 
town  of 
St  Minians 
accept  of  the 
communica- 
tion of  trade. 


Sederunt. 


George  Lind, 
preses. 

Committee 
appointed  to 
draw  an 
address  to 
his  Majesty 
King  George 
the  Third  on 
his  accession 
to  the  throne. 


Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 

11  July  1760'. 

Edinbr.,  John  Carmichaell  ;  Perth,  William  Stewart;  Glasgow, 
Andrew  Cochrane  ;  Montrose,  Alexander  Scott ;  Lanerk,  William  Wilson  ; 
Anstruther  Easter,  George  Chalmers. 

The  which  day  the  committee  elect  George  Drummond,  Esqr., 
present  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses. 

The  same  day  the  committee  having  taken  into  their  consideration 
the  several  remitts  made  to  them  by  the  last  convention,  and  particularly 
the  18th  act  of  the  said  convention  whereby  it  is  remitted  to  them  to 
take  the  proper  measures  to  make  the  town  of  St  Minians  accept  of  the 
communication  of  trade  for  contributing  to  the  releif  of  Pittenweem,  the 
committee  remitt  to  the  agent  to  endeavour  to  bring  the  town  of 
St  Minians  to  accept  of  the  communication  of  trade  in  terms  of  the 
said  act  of  convention,  and  that  in  an  amicable  manner. 

13  November  1760. 

Edinbr.,  John  Carmichaell  &  Patrick  Jamieson  ;  Air,  Andrew 
Hunter ;  Irving,  Robert  Reid  ;  Fortrose,  Alexander  Gray  ;  Stranraer, 
Charles  Brown  ;  Anstr.  Easter,  George  Chalmers  ;  Elgin,  IVIr  Cosmo 
Gordon,  advocate. 

The  which  day  the  committee  elect  George  Lind,  Esqr.,  present  lord 
provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses. 

The  same  day  the  preeses  represented  to  the  committee  that  upon 
the  death  of  our  late  most  gracious  sovereign,  his  grandson,  now  King 
George  the  Third,  has  succeeded  to  the  throne  of  these  realms,  and 
therefore  moved  that  the  committee  would  consider  wither  it  would  be 
proper  for  them  to  address  his  Majestie  on  his  succession  to  the  throne. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  they  remitt  to  the  members 
for  Elgin,  Anstruther  Easter,  &  Fortrose  to  prepare  the  draught  of  an 
address  to  his  Majestic  to  be  laid  before  the  committee  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock. 
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14    November    1760.  Edinburgh. 

14  November 

George  Lind,  Esqr.,  lord  provost  of  Edinbr.,  preeses ;  Edinbr.,  John    176Q- 

Carmichaell  &  Patrick  Jamieson ;  Montrose,  Alexander  Scott ;  Air, 
Andrew  Hunter ;  Irving,  Robert  Reid  ;  Anstr.  Easter,  George  Chalmers  ; 
Crail,  David  Loch  ;  Fortrose,  Alexander  Gray  ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan  ; 
Wick,  George  Sinclair,  Esqr. ;  Stranraer,  Charles  Brown  ;  Dumfermling, 
John  Flockhart ;  Tain,  Mr  David  Ross. 

The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  address  to  Address  to 
his  Majesty  King  George  the  Third  upon  his  accession  to  the  throne  of  reacj  & 
these   realms   presented  the  draught  thereof.       Which  being  read,  the  aPProven- 
committee  approve  thereof,  and  appoint  the  same  to  be  sign'd  by  their 
preeses  in  their  name  ;  and  it  being  moved  by  Patrick  Jamieson  one  of 
the  commissioners  for  Edinburgh,  that  as  Provost  Drummond  was  going 
up  to  London,  and  was  to  carry  up  with  him  the  city  of  Edinburgh's 
address,    he    might    also   carry   up   this   address,   the    committee    agree 
thereto   provided   it   was    to    be    at   no   expence   to   the    burrows  ;   and 
Provost  Drummond  being  called  in,  declaired  he  was  willing  to  carry 
up  the  committee's  address,  and  in  respect  of  the  honour  done  him  he 
neither  expected  nor  would  demand  any  thing  on  that  accompt ;  upon 
which    the    preeses    sign'd    the    address,    and    delivered    it    to    Provost 
Drummond  ;  of  which  address  the  tenor  follows  : — 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  the  humble  Address  of  the 
Annual  Committee  of  the  General  Convention  of  the  Royal 
Borroughs  of  Scotland. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, — Your  Majesty's  most  dutifull  &  loyal  The  address, 
subjects,  the  annual  committee  of  the  general  convention  of  the  royal 
borroughs  of  Scotland,  humbly  begg  leave  to  condole  with  your  Majesty 
and  the  nation  that  most  affecting  loss  sustained  by  the  death  of  your 
illustrious  grandfather,  who  reigned  over  a  happy  &  free  people  with 
that  splendor,  gentleness,  &  equality  which  the  present  age  can  never 
forget,  and  which  future  generations  must  honor  &  revere. 
D 
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Edinburgh.  Permit  us  at  the  same  time  to  congratulate  your  Majesty's  accession 

14  N^ovGiiibftr 

1760.  to  the  imperial  crown  of  these  realms,  and  to  express  our  most  dutifull 

The  address.    an(j  gratefull  sense    of   those  gracious   sentiments  expressed    by   your 

Majesty — that  you  will  make  it  the  business  of  your  life  to  promote 

in    every  thing  the  glory  and   happiness   of  these  kingdoms,  and   to 

preserve  &  strengthen  both  the  constitution  of  church  and  state. 

May  your  Majesty's  endeavours  to  extend  and  protect  the  commerce 
of  your  subjects  and  the  cause  of  liberty  be  attended  with  success,  and 
may  your  Majesty,  by  the  divine  assistance,  have  the  glory  and  satis- 
faction of  puting  an  end  to  the  necessary  war  we  are  engaged  in,  by 
an  honorable  &  lasting  peace. 

We  begg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  inviolable  duty  & 
attachment  to  your  sacred  person  &  government,  &  our  joining  with  the 
united  hearts  of  a  free  people  in  the  warmest  wishes  that  your  Majesty's 
reign  may  continue  long  and  prosperous,  and  that  the  scepter  of  these 
realms  may  be  always  swayed  by  one  of  your  illustrious  house. 

Sign'd  in  name  &  by  appointment 
of  the  annual  committee  of  the 
royal  burrows  of  Scotland,  Geo.  Lind,  preses. 

10  January  1761. 

Sederunt.  George  Lind,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Dundee,   Mr  George  Dempster ;  Air, 

Andrew  Hunter ;  Lanerk,  William  Wilson ;  Irving,  Robert  Reid  ; 
Inverness,  John  Frazer  ;  Wigtown,  Mr  Alexander  Agnew ;  Fortrose, 
Alexander  Gray  ;  Anan,  Mr  William  Johnston  ;  Banff,  Thomas  Riddoch  ; 
Wick,  George  Sinclair,  Esqr. ;  Inverary,  Mr  Robert  Campbell ;  Stranraer, 
Mr  Charles  Brown. 

The  which  day  Mr  William  Frazer,  writer  to  the  signet,  presented  to 
the  committee  a  commission  under  the  great  seal  granted  by  his 
Majesty  King  George  the  Third  in  favours  of  Charles  Stuart,  Esqr., 
bearing  date  at  St  James's,  the  nineteen  day  of  December  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty  years,  nominating,  constituting,  and  appointing 
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him    to   be   conservator  of   the    Scots    priviledges    in    the    Netherlands  Edinburgh. 

10  January 

in  place   of  Archibald    MAulay,    Esqr.,    late    conservator,   deceast,  and   1701. 


therewith   presented   a    letter    from    the    said    Charles    Stuart   to    the  Commission 
1  in  tavours  or 

right   honble.  the  preeses   and   other  honble.    members    of    the    annual  Charles 

committee,    dated    at    London,    the    first    day    of   January    instant,  of  Esqr.,  to  be 

which  the  tenor  follows :— London,  1st  January  1761.     Right  Honble.  conservator 

J  °  presented, 

&  Hond.  Gentlemen, — His  Majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased  to  with  his 

appoint  me  conservator  of  the  Scots  priviledges  in  the  Netherlands  in  lord  provost 

place  of  Archibald  MAulay,  deceased,  an  office  which  being  properly  ofEdmbr.  & 

under  the  direction  of  the  general  convention,  or  of  the  annual  com-  mittee,  & 

mittee  of  the  royal  burrows,  it  is  certainly  my  duty  to  wait  immediatly  be'recorded. 

upon  you  to  receive  your  commands  ;  but  my  long  &  faithfull  services  as 

conservator  depute,  and  particularly  my  close  attention  to  my  duty  in 

times   of    war,    having  been   the   motives    that    induced    his    Majestie's 

ministers  to  move  him  in  my  favours,  it  is  certain   that   my   speedy 

return  to  my  duty  at  Campveer  will  be  expected,  if  not  commanded,  in 

a  few  days.     I  have  therefore  directed  that  as  soon  as  his  Majesty's  patent 

shall  have  pass'd  the  seals  at  Edinburgh,  it  shall  be  laid  before  you,  and 

I  humbly  entreat  your  approbation  &  confirmation  of  it,  by  your  act  & 

commission  in  uswal  fform.     May  I  likewise  beg  the  continuation  of  the 

yearly  allowance  with  which  the  royal  burrows  were  pleased  to  favour 

my  worthy  predecessor,  for  mentaining  the  dignity  of  the  office.     From 

the  knowledge  I  have  acquired  of  the  nature  of  the  trade  to  the  staple 

port,  and  from  the  influence  which  this  addition  of  character  will  give 

me  with  the  government  there,  I  hope  soon  to  procure  encouragements 

to  our  trade  that  may  merit  your  favour,  which  shall  always  be  my 

ambition.     As  soon  as  a  peace  or  even  the  circumstances  of  the  war  can 

excuse  my  leaving  the  execution  of  the  office  to  a  depute  for  a  month  or 

two,  I  shall  endeavour  to  have  the  honor  in  person  to  give  assurance  of 

the  perfect  duty  with  which  I  am,  Right  Honble.  &  Hond.  Gentlemen, 

your  most  faithfull   &  obedient  humble  servant  (signed)  Cha.  Stuart. 

Which  letter  and  commission  being  read  in  presence  of  the  committee, 

they  appoint  the  said  commission  to  be  recorded  in  the  books  of  the 


&ea. 
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Edinburgh,     convention  of  the  royal  burrows,  under  protestation  that  the  same  should 

1761.  not  be  prejudicial  to  any  right  which  the  convention  has  to  nominat  and 

appoint  a  conservator  of  their  priviledges,  and  referr  to  the  next  general 

convention  what  is  further  necessary  concerning  the  conservator  and  his 

admission ;  and  remitt  to  the  commissioners  for  the  burghs  of  Dundee, 

Anan,  Stranraer,  and  Fortrose  to  bring  in  the  draught  of  a  letter  in 

answer  to  Mr  Stewart's ;  of  which  commission  the  tenor  follows  : — 

Commission  Georenus  Dei  Gratia  magnae  Britannise  Franciae  et  Hibernise  Rex 

,     r^i      1 

Stuart,  Ffidei  Defensor  Omnibus  Probis  Hominibus  ad  quos  praesentes  Literse 

Esqr.,  to  be     nostras    pervenerint    salutem    Quandoquidem    Nos    regio    nostro    animo 
conservator  p  .  . 

atCampvere,  perpendentes,  Quod  per  decessum  Archibaldi  Mackalla  Armigeri  Officium 
Conservatoris  privilegiorum  Gentis  Scotiae  in  Belgia  et  ibidem  Residentis 
pro  negolijs  Scotiae  in  nostris  manibus  et  ad  nostram  Donationem  et 
Dispositionem  proventum  est  Quumque  nobis  humillime  representatum 
sit  quod  Carolus  Stuart  armiger  ad  exercendum  diet  officium  Con- 
servatoris Gentis  Scotiae  in  Belgia  usquequaque  sit  instructus  Noveritis 
igitur  Nos  Nominasse  Constituisse  et  Ordinasse  Sicuti  nos  tenore 
praesentium  Nominamus  Constituimus  et  Ordinamus  dictum  Carolum 
Stuart  durante  nostro  beneplacito  Conservatorem  privilegiorum  regalium 
laostrorum  Burgorum  Scotiae  in  Campoveria  alijsque  Locis  in  Zelandia 
vel  alibi  infra  unitas  provincias,  ac  etiam  Factorem  et  Consulem  nostrum 
pro  illis  ibidem  Dando  et  Concedendo  illi  praedict  Officia  Conservatoris 
Factoris  et  Consulis  non  minore  Authoritatis  privilegii  juris  et  Libertatis 
amplitudine  quam  quivis  alius  Conservator  ullo  tempore  praeterito 
potitus  est  Et  Specialim  cum  potestate  illi  dicto  Carolo  Stuart  Deputatos 
unum  seu  plures  sub  se  in  dictijs  Officijs  (pro  quibus  respondebit) 
Nominandi  et  Constituendi,  cum  Clericis  Assessoribus  alijvque  Curias 
Membris  et  eosdem  ad  arbitrium  suum  Locandi  et  dimovendi,  Et  cum 
potestate  illi  diet  Officijs  cum  omnibus  Dignitatibus  Libertatibus 
privileges  feodis  immunitatibus  et  casualitatibus  ei  spectantibus  per 
se  vel  Deputatos  suos  ut  praedicitur  utendi  et  exercendi  perque 
Factores  et  servos  suos  omnes  et  singulos  census  et  Emolumenta  ad  dicta 
Officia  pertinentia  rogandi  Levandi  et  recipiendi  Nee  non  cum  potestate 
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illi    vel  dictis  suis    Deputatis    Delinqucntiuni  personas    apprehendendi,   Edinburgh. 
„.   ,   f  ,.  ,       ,.      ,,       ,  .,  10  January 

eorumque     bona    Distnngendi    et     vendendi     Mandamus     panter    per  1761. 

praesentes,  Mercatoribus  Factoribus  Navarchis  omnibusque  aliis  quorum   Commission 

to  OiitirlGS 

prassentes  intersunt  vel  interesse  poterint,  ut  dictum    Carolum    Stuart  Stuart, 
ejusque  Deputatos  infideli  diet  Officiorum  functione  omni  qua  par  est  conservator3 
reverentia  honore  respectu  et  obedientia  prosequantur  Atque  ipsi  suisque  at  Campvere, 
ejus    nomine    Deputatis    Factoribus    alijsve    omnia    feoda     Census     et 
Emolumenta    ad     dicta    Officia    pertinentia    sub    pena    et    prout    nobis 
respondebunt,  si  contrarium  fecerint  promte  et  grato  anime  persolvent 
Proviso  semper  quod  dictus  Carolus  Stuart  in  hac  Commissione  fungenda 
nullo  modo  cum  Commercio   Subditorum  nostrorum  Anglise  immisceat 
Perque      prassentes     omnes     alias     Donationes      dictorum      officiorum 
quibuscumque     aliis     personis     ante     datam     prsesentium     Revocamus 
et    Determinamus     In     cujus     rei     testimonium     praesentibus    Sigillum 
nostrum   per   unionis  tractatum   custodiend   et  in  Scotiaa  vice  et  Loco 
magni  Sigilli  ejusdem  utend  ordinat  appendi  mandavimus  apud  aulam 
nostram  apud  St  James's  Decimo   nono   die   Decembris   Anno   Domini 
Millesimo  Septingentesimo  Sexagesimo  Regnique  nostri  anno  primo. 

Per  Signaturam  Manu  S.D.N.  Regis  Suprasript. 

Written  to  the  Seal  and  registered  the  sixth  day  of  January  1761. 

(Sicsubsr.)     John  Russell,  dept. 

Sealled  at  Edinbr.  this  seventh  day  of  January  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-one  years.         (Signed)  Arch.  Campbell,  £80  Scots. 

Edr.,  20th  Janry.  1761,  received  up  the  commission  above  recorded. 

Will.  Fraser. 

Committee 

The  same  day  the  member  for  Dundee  represented  to  the  committee  consider  the 

the  great  hardship  which  many  of  the  burrows  suffer  by  some  of  the  allowances 

late  regulations  concerning  the  post,  that  the  perquisites  arising  from  by   postmasters, 

letters,  &ca.,  had  been  struck  off  and  a  very  small  allowance  made  in  a      to  p,re" 

J  pare  a  plan 

their  room,  the  inconveniencys   of   which   were   numberless ;    that   the  for  accelior- 
postmasters  who  formerly  enjoy 'd  comfortable  sallarys  had  now  nothing  posts. 
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Edinburgh. 
10  January 

1761. 

Committee 
appointed  to 
consider  the 
allowances 
given  to  the 
postmasters, 
and  to  pre- 
pare a  plan 
for  accelior- 
ating  the 
posts. 


adequate   to   their    labour ;    that  almost   none   of  the   postmasters   can 
possibly    subsist   on  the   present  scanty  allowance,  and  yet  in  many 
towns  the  business  of  the  post  office  must  from  the  frequency  as  well  as 
the  irregularity  of  the  course  of  the  post  actually  engross  the  whole  of 
the  postmaster's  time  and  attention  ;  that  by  this  means  many  worthy 
men  of  good  character  &  credit,  and  in  whom  merchants  placed  the  most 
unreserved  confidence,  had  either  resigned  their  offices  or  would  soon  be 
oblidged  to  do  so,  and  that  these  offices  would  be  conferred  on  men  of 
more  suspected  characters  or  more  doutfull  credit,  all  which  was  very 
detrimental  to  trade  by  destroying  the  security  of  correspondence,  and 
by    preventing    remittances    being    made    in    bank    notes,    which    was 
often    absolutely    necessary    in    many    mercantile    transactions ;    that 
frequent    petitions    and    representations    relative    to    this   subject   had 
been  offer 'd  to  the  postmasters  general  as  well  as  to  Mr  Wilson,  their 
clerk,  presently  residing  here,  yet  that  no  hopes  were  given,  nor  did 
any  prospect  appear,  of  a  remedy  for  these  grivances,  and  therefore  he 
humbly    moved    that  the   committee    would    be   pleased    to   take    this 
important  affair  into  their  consideration.     Which  being  considered  by 
the  committee,  they  remitt  to  the  burghs  of  Dundee,  Annan,  Stranraer, 
and    Fortrose    to    examine   into    that    matter,    and    to    report   to   the 
committee  their  opinion  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  in  it ;  to  whom 
also  they  remitt  to  consider  of  a  proper  plan  for  accelerating  the  course 
of  the  post  to  and  from  London  to  Edinburgh. 


16  January  1761. 

Sederunt.  George  Lind,  Esqr.,  preeses;   Edinbr.,  Patrick  Jamieson ;  Dundee, 

Mr  George  Dempster ;  Inverness,  John  Frazer ;  Air,  Andrew  Hunter ; 
Fortrose,  Alexander  Gray ;  Anstr.  Easter,  George  Chalmers ;  Banff, 
Thomas  Riddoch  ;  Stranraer,  Charles  Brown. 

An  answer  to  The  which  day  the  committee  named  last  sederunt  to  prepare  an 

tor'sTttT™'  answer  to  Mr  Charles  Stewart's  letter  produced  the  draught  thereof, 
approven.        Which  being  read  in  presence   of  the  annual  committee,  they  approve 
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thereof,  and  appoint  their  preeses  to  sign  the  same  in  their  name,  and  to  Edinburgh 
transmitt  it  to  Mr  Stuart ;   and  of  which  letter  the  tenor  follows  : —  \l&\. 


Sir, — Your  letter  of  the  first  current  to  the  preeses  and  members 
of  the  annual  committee  of  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland  was  presented 
to  them  upon  the  tenth  of  this  month,  alongst  with  his  Majesty's 
commission  nominating  you  to  be  conservator  of  the  priviledges  of  the 
royal  burrows  of  Scotland  in  the  Netherlands  in  place  of  the  late 
Archibald  M'Aulay,  Esqr.,  which  commission  the  committee  ordered  to  be 
recorded  in  the  same  manner  which  appeared  from  inspection  of  their 
records  to  be  done  in  former  cases.  As  preeses  of  the  committee,  I  am 
directed  to  signify  to  you  their  having  done  so,  and  that  they  refer'd 
to  the  next  convention  what  was  further  necessary  to  be  done  in  that 
matter,  as  it  appeared  to  them  that  the  convention  only,  and  not  the 
annual  committee,  granted  commissions  &  ascertained  the  establishment 
of  former  conservators. — I  am,  &ca. 

The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  last  sederunt  to  examine  Report  anent 
into  the  hardships  which  severals  of  the  burrows  suffer  by  reason  of  the  masters. 
late  regulations  made  with  regard  to  the  post  office,  by  which  the  post- 
masters have  been  deprived  of  certain  advantages  they  formerly  enjoyed, 
without  a  proper  allowance  having  been  made  in  their  room,  reported 
that  from  this  regulation  many  inconveniencies  highly  detrimental  to 
commerce  were  likely  to  ensue,  as  the  postmasters,  men  of  character  & 
credit,  when  they  found  the  profits  arising  from  their  office  not  only 
insufficient  to  mentain  their  familys,  but  likewise  inadequate  to  the 
trouble  with  which  a  faithfull  discharge  of  their  duty  is  in  many  places 
attended,  will  be  constrained  to  resign,  and  from  the  employing  of  in- 
sufficient men,  the  security  of  correspondence  so  essential  in  a  trading 
country  will  be  greatly  impared,  if  not  totally  destroyed ;  that  in  some 
of  the  towns  men  of  approven  diligence  &  honesty  have  given  up  their 
offices,  and  in  others  they  have  been  induced  to  continue  a  little  while 
longer  in  hopes  that  some  redress  may  be  obtained,  and  therefore  were 
of  opinion  that  the  committee  should  endeavour  all  in  their  power  to 
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Edinburgh,     have   this   grivance   which   is   so  highly  detrimental  to  trade  speedily 

1761.  redressed ;  and  as  many  of  the  towns  may  be  in  like  circumstances,  that 

Report  anent  a  circular  letter  should  be  wrote  to  all  the  burrows  on  this  subject  so  as 

masters.  they  may  have  an  opertunity  of  communicating  to  the  committee  their 

sentiments,  and  of  transmitting  a  particular  account  of  the  hardships 

they  suffer,    that  when  the   committee   applys  to  have   this   grivance 

redressed,   the   application   may   be   as  particular  as  possible.       Which 

being  considered   by   the  committee,  they  approve  of   the   report  and 

remitt  to  the  same  committee  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  letter   on 

this  subject  to  be  sent  to  all  the  royal  burrows. 


Sederunt. 


Agent's 
report  anent 
St  Minnens. 


19  January  1761. 

George  Lind,  Esqr.,  preeses  ;  Edinbr.,  Patrick  Jamieson  ;  Dundee, 
Mr  George  Dempster ;  Wigtown,  Mr  Alexander  Agnew ;  Air,  Mr 
Andrew  Hunter ;  Montrose,  Alexander  Scott ;  Dumfermling,  John 
Flockhart ;  Anstr.  Easter,  George  Chalmers  ;  Fortrose,  Alexander  Gray  ; 
Irving,  Robert  Reid ;  North  Berwick,  William  Hogg ;  Tain,  Mr  David 
Ross ;  Stranraer,  Mr  Charles  Brown. 

The  which  day  the  agent  informed  the  committee  that  in  obedience 
to  their  orders  of  the  11th  of  July  last,  he  had  wrote  to  the  baillies 
of  St  Monanie  acquainting  them  that  the  convention  had  received 
information  that  the  inhabitants  of  their  town  dealt  in  an  illicit  foreign 
trade,  and  therefore  they  must  either  accept  of  the  communication  of 
trade  from  the  burrows  in  an  amicable  way,  otherways  they  would 
be  prosecute  in  terms  of  law  ;  that  in  answer  to  this  he  received  a  letter 
from  James  Stocks,  one  of  the  baillies  of  St  Monanie,  in  which  he  says 
the  burrows  have  not  been  rightly  informed  with  respect  to  the 
situation  of  that  small  village,  for  it  was  notourly  known  by  the  whole 
nighbourhood  that  not  one  of  its  inhabitants  dealt  in  foreign  trade, 
and  the  only  way  they  have  of  gaining  their  bread  is  by  catching  of 
white  fish,  herrings,  &  lobsters  for  the  dayly  supply  of  the  Edinburgh 
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mercates ;  that  tlieir  cunnnon  good,  which  does  not  exceed  five  pounds   Edinburgh. 
sterling,  was  consumed  in  support  of  tlieir  church,  church  yard  dikes,   j 7^*  1 
town  house,  and  harhour,  and  as  the  truth  of  these  facts  was  attested  Agent's 
by  Sir  John  Anstruther,  they  hoped  the  burrows  would  not  insist  further  st  Minnens. 
for  their  accepting  of  the  communication  of  trade,  as  it  was  a  burthen 
they  were  not  able  to  bear,  and  therefore  would  not  subject  themselves 
to  it.     Which    being  considered   by  the  committee,  they    appoint    the 
agent    to  intimate   this    letter  to  the  magistrats    of    Pittenweem,  who 
gave    the    information,    and    desire    they    would    condescend    on    what 
evidence  they  have    of  the  inhabitants    of  St    Monanie    their    dealing 
in  foreign  trade. 

The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  remitted  to  prepare  a  The  letter  to 
letter  to  be  sent  to  all  the  royal  burrows  with  respect  to  the  postmasters'  tvltToFtiie 
sallaries  and  the  inconveniencys  arising  to  trade  from  the  not  having  r°yal  bur- 
sufficient  men  for  executing  of  these  offices,  produced  a  draught  of  the  the  post- 
said    letter.       Which    being   read   in   presence  of  the   committee,   they  ™^oven 
approve  thereof,  and  appoint  their  preeses  to  sign  and  dispatch  copies 
thereof  to  all  the  burrows  without  loss  of  time ;  and  of  which  letter  the 
tenor  follows : — 

Gentlemen, — It  has  been  represented  to  the  annual  committee  of  the 
convention  of  the  royal  burrows  that  many  towns  of  considerable  note 
in  Scotland  suffer  greatly  by  some  late  regulations  made  with  regard  to 
the  post  office,  particularly  by  the  postmasters  being  deprived  of  the 
postages  of  by  letters,  and  of  some  other  advantages  which  they 
formerly  enjoy 'd  without  a  proper  allowance  having  been  made  in 
room  of  these  perquisites  now  abolished  ;  that  while  the  sallaries  of 
the  postmasters  have  been  so  much  reduced,  the  labour  and  trouble 
of  the  office  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the  institution  of  an 
additional  post  every  week.  From  this  ill  judged  parsimony  it  is 
apprehended  many  inconveniencys  highly  detrimental  to  commerce 
are  likely  to  ensue.  Men  of  character  &  credit  when  they  find  the 
profits  arising  from  their  office  of  postmaster  not  only  insufficient  to 
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Edinburgh,     mentain    their    families,    but    likewise    altogether    inadequate    to    the 
1761.  trouble   with    which   a   faithfull   discharge   of   their   duty   is    in    many 

places  attended,  will  be  constrained  to  resign,  and  from  the  employing 
of  insufficient  men  the  security  of  correspondence  so  essential  in  a 
trading  country  will  be  greatly  impared  if  not  totally  destroy 'd. 
These  apprehensions,  far  from  being  groundless,  have  been  but  too 
well  justified  by  what  has  already  happened — in  some  towns  men  of 
the  most  approven  dilligence  and  honesty  have  given  up  the  post  offices, 
in  others  they  have  been  induced  to  continue  a  little  while  longer  only, 
in  hopes  that  some  redress  will  be  speedily  obtained  ;  it  has  been  further 
represented  that  repeated  applications  have  already  been  made  by  the 
magistrats  and  the  most  considerable  merchants  of  several  towns  to  the 
postmasters  general  at  London,  as  well  as  to  Mr  Wilson,  one  of  the 
surveyors  of  the  general  post  office  presently  residing  here,  to  which 
they  have  hitherto  payed  no  sort  of  attention. 

In  consequence  of  these  repi-esentations  the  committee  have  resolved, 
in  virtue  of  powers  intrusted  with  them,  to  take  this  matter  into  their 
most  serious  consideration,  but  they  have  thought  it  expedient,  previous 
to  taking  any  decisive  step,  to  direct  me  to  write  a  circular  letter  to  the 
royal  burrows  acquainting  them  that  such  an  affair  is  in  agitation. 
This  they  do  with  a  view  to  afford  every  town  an  opertunity  of 
communicating  their  sentiments  on  this  subject  to  the  committee,  and  of 
transmitting  to  them  a  particular  account  of  the  hardships  they  suffer  by 
these  late  alterations.  If  it  shall  be  thought  proper  to  apply  for  a 
redress  of  these  grivances,  the  application  cannot  be  too  soon  made,  as  it 
often  happens  that  the  submitting  tamely  for  some  time  to  incon- 
veniencys  of  this  kind  has  been  made  use  of  as  an  argument  against 
their  being  removed.  Permitt  me  therefore  to  beg  that  you  will  lose  no 
time  in  favouring  us  with  a  return  to  this  letter,  that  the  deliberations 
of  the  committee  may  not,  if  possible,  be  retarded  longer  than  the 
twentieth  or  twenty-fifth  of  next  month. — I  am,  &ca., 

Geo.  Lind,  preses. 
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3   June    1761.  Edinburgh. 

3  June  1761. 
George  Lind,  Esqr.,  preeses  ;    Montrose,  Alexander  Scott ;   Dundee,   Sederunt. 

George    Dempster,  Esqr.  ;    Air,  Andrew    Hunter ;    Fortrose,    Alexander 

Gray  ;  Pittenweem,  David  Loch  ;  Duniferniling,  John  Flockhart ;  Wick, 

George  Sinclair,  Esqr. ;  Irving,  Robert  Reid ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan. 

The  which  day  the  preeses  acquainted  the  committee  that  in 
consequence  of  the  letter  he  had  wrote  by  their  order  to  the  whole 
royal  burrows  relative  to  the  grivances  the  post-masters  are  presently 
under,  as  particularly  mentioned  in  the  former  sederunts  of  the 
committee,  he  had  received  answers  thereto  from  most  of  the 
burrows,  in  which  they  agree  in  the  general  that  these  grivances 
were  such  as  would  prove  a  very  great  detriment  to  the  trade  & 
correspondence  of  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  in  severals 
of  them  there  were  complaints  with  respect  to  some  hardships 
their  towns  particularly  labour'd  under  as  to  that  affair,  and  giving  it 
as  their  opinion  that  the  committee  shoiild  endeavour  to  get  these 
gi'ivances  redressed.  Which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  they 
remitt  to  George  Dempster,  Esqr.,  Mr  Alexander  Scott,  Mr  David  Loch, 
and  Mr  Alexander  Gray,  the  members  for  Dundee,  Montrose,  Pittenweem, 
&  Fortrose,  to  examine  these  letters,  and  from  them  &  what  has  been 
formerly  laid  before  the  committee  to  draw  up  a  state  of  the  whole 
grivances  complained  of,  so  as  some  effectual  method  may  be  taken  for 
having  them  redressed  ;  and  they  further  remitt  to  them  to  prepare  the 
draught  of  a  new  annual  missive  to  be  laid  before  the  next  general 
convention. 

10  July   1761. 

George  Lind,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Edinbr.,  Patrick  Jamieson ;  Montrose,  Sederunt. 
Alexander    Scott ;     Anstr.    Easter,    George    Chalmers ;     Wick,    George 
Sinclair,   Esqr. ;    Air,    Andrew    Hunter ;     Wigtown,    Alexander    Agnew, 
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Edinburgh      Esqr. ;    Whithorn,    John    M'Gowan,    junr. ;     Banff,    Thomas    Riddoch ; 

10  July  1761.  J  '  ' 

Sederunt.         Kmghorn,  Robert  Hamilton  ;  Fortrose,  Alexander  Gray  ;     Bruntisland, 
Samuel  Charters ;  Pittenweem,  David  Loch ;  Lanerk,  William  Wilson. 

The  which  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  committee  a 
petition  for  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn,  representing  that  upon  an  applica- 
tion made  by  them  to  the  last  general  convention  ci'aving  their 
countenance  and  aid  for  supporting  that  bur-gh  against  the  various 
law  proceedings  carried  on  by  the  justices  of  peace  in  Fife  and  their 
adherents  for  divesting  the  magistrates  of  their  authority  and  striping 
the  community  of  Kinghorn  of  a  considerable  part  of  their  immemorial 
revenue,  that  the  convention  had  thereupon  instructed  and  impowered 
the  annual  committee  to  support  that  town  in  what,  upon  considering 
the  case,  should  appear  to  be  their  just  rights  &  priviledges,  and  to 
authorize  the  agent  to  lay  out  a  sum  not  exceeding  fourty  pounds 
sterling  for  that  purpose ;  that  as  the  magistrats  and  council  of 
Kinghorn  have  already  been  put  to  seventy-two  pounds,  thirteen 
shillings  &  eight  pence  sterling  of  charges  in  strugling  for  near  two 
years  against  these  law  proceedings  of  the  justices,  as  appeared  by  the 
agent's  accompt  produced,  and  the  case  being  now  ripe  for  a  decision  of 
the  Court  of  Session,  it  was  therefore  hoped  the  annual  committee  would 
give  the  support  recommended  to  them  by  the  last  convention  to  enable 
the  town  to  follow  furth  that  affair.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
committee,  together  with  the  act  of  the  convention  abovementioned, 
and  having  heard  the  report  of  their  agent  that  it  was  the  lord 
advocate's  opinion  the  magistrats  and  council  of  Kinghorn  had  good 
ground  to  oppose  the  proceedings  of  the  justices,  the  committee 
therefore,  in  terms  of  the  said  act  of  convention,  authorize  and  appoint 
their  agent  to  pay  to  Robert  Hamilton,  present  provost  of  Kinghorn, 
for  behoof  of  that  burgh,  the  sum  of  fourty  pounds  sterling  to  enable 
them  to  defend  themselves  in  the  proces  abovementioned,  and  to  take 
credite  therefore  in  his  next  accompts,  for  doing  whereof  these  presents 
with  the  said  Robert  Hamilton's  discharge  shall  be  a  sufficient  warrand. 
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General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 

14   July    1761.  Edinburgh. 

14  July  1761. 

Edinburgh,  Gilbert  Laury  &  Pat.  Jamison ;  Perth,  William  Gray ;  Sederunt. 
Dundee,  Patrick  Yeaman ;  Aberdeen,  William  Davidson ;  Stirling, 
Thomas  Gillespie ;  Linlithgow,  Henry  Gilles ;  St  Andrews,  George 
Dempster ;  Glasgow,  Andrew  Cochran ;  Air,  William  Ferguson ; 
Haddingtown,  Robert  Thomson ;  Dysert,  John  Whyte ;  Kirkaldy, 
John  M'Gill,  Esqr. ;  Montrose,  James  Bisset ;  Couper,  George  Bethune ; 
Anstr.  Easter,  Mr  Andrew  Johnstoun,  junr. ;  Dumfries,  James  Corbet ; 
Inverness,  William  MTntosh ;  Bruntisland,  David  Ballantyne ;  King- 
horn,  Robert  Hamilton ;  Brechin,  John  Mollison ;  Irving,  James 
Alison ;  Jedburgh,  William  Turnbull ;  Kirkudbright,  Mr  Alexr. 
Gordon ;  Wigtown,  Patrick  M'Kie ;  Pittenweem,  Thomas  Martin ; 
Dumfermling,  John  Wilson ;  Anstr.  Wester,  John  Brown ;  Selkirk, 
James  Rodger ;  Renfrew,  Alexr.  Campbell  ;  Dunbar,  Charles  Fall ; 
Lanerk,  Robert  Bell ;  Aberbrothock,  Alexr.  Keith ;  Elgin,  Mr  Cosmo 
Gordon ;  Peebles,  James  Ballantyne ;  Crail,  John  Lindsay ;  Tain, 
David  Ross,  Esqr. ;  Culross,  Robert  Halkerston ;  Banff,  Patrick 
Dockar ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan ;  Forfar,  John  Ure ;  Rothsay, 
Alexr.  M'Millan,  Esqr. ;  Forres,  Thomas  Brodie ;  Ruthglen,  Robert 
Spense ;  North  Berwick,  Mr  Willm.  Hogg;  Lauder,  John  Thomson; 
Kilrenny,  Mr  Robei-t  Waddell  ;  Annan,  Bryce  Blair ;  Lochmaben, 
James  Richardson ;  Queensferry,  James  Dalgleish ;  Wick,  George 
Sinclair ;  Kirkwall,  James  Baikie ;  Inverbervie,  Thomas  Chrystie ; 
Stranraer,  Mr  Charles  Brown  ;    (thirteen  burrows  blank). 

1.  The  which  day  the  convention  unanimously  elect  George  Lind,   Preeses 
Esqr.,  present   lord   provost   of   Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses  during 
the  sitting  of  this  present  convention,  who  being  present  and  accepting, 
gave  his  oath  defideli. 
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Edinburgh. 
14  July  1761. 
2d  article 
of  the  missive 
read. 

Committee 
to  revise  the 
commissions. 


Commissions 
approven. 


2.  The  same  day  the  second  article  of  the  missive,  relative  to  the 
missive  dues,  was  read  according  to  appointment. 

3.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoints  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh, 
Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  Air,  Montrose,  Coupar, 
Anstr.  Easter,  Dumfries,  Inverness,  Bruntisland,  Kinghorn,  Renfrew, 
Dunbar,  and  Craill  as  a  committee  to  consider  the  whole  commissions 
presented  to  this  present  convention ;  and  the  commissions  of 
the  said  committee  being  all  read  in  presence  of  the  convention,  the 
same  were  approven. 

4.  The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  commissions 
reported  to  the  convention  that  they  having  revised  the  commissions 
for  the  burghs  of  Kirkaldie,  Brechin,  Irvine,  Jedburgh,  Kii'kudbright, 
Wigtown,  Pittenweem,  Dumfermling,  Anstr.  Westei*,  Selkirk,  Lanerk, 
Aberbrothock,  Peebles,  Tain,  Banff,  Whithorn,  Forfar,  Rothsay,  Forres, 
Ruthglen,  North  Berwick,  Lauder,  Kilrenny,  Annan,  Lochmaben, 
Queensferry,  Wick,  Kirkwall,  Inverbervie,  Stranraer,  and  Culross,  were 
of  opinion  that  the  whole  commissions  both  to  the  commissioners  and 
assessors  should  be  sustained.  Which  being  considered  by  the  conven- 
tion, they  approve  of  the  committee's  report,  and  sustain  the  said 
commissions  accordingly  ;  and  the  preeses  and  whole  commissioners  and 
assessors  did  qualify  themselves  to  his  Majesty  King  George  the  Third 
by  taking  the  oaths  of  alleadgence  &  abjuration,  and  subscriving  the 
same  with  the  assurrance,  who  were  as  follows,  vizt. : — George  Lind, 
preeses ;  Gilbert  Laurie  &  Patrick  Jamieson,  commissioners  for 
Edinburgh  ;  William  Gray,  commissioner  for  Perth  ;  John  Ballingall, 
commissioner  for  Dundee ;  William  Davidson,  comr.  for  Aberdeen, 
&  John  Duncan,  his  assessor ;  Thomas  Gillespie,  comr.  for  Stirling,  & 
David  Gourly,  his  assessor ;  Andrew  Cochrane,  comr.  for  Glasgow, 
and  John  Murdoch,  his  assessor ;  William  Ferguson,  comr.  for  Air, 
&  Andrew  Hunter,  his  assessor ;  John  White,  commissioner  for 
Dysert ;  Andrew  Johnston,  junr.,  comr.  for  Anstr.  Easter;  David 
Ballandin,  comr.  for  Bruntisland ;  Robert  Hamilton,  comr.  for 
Kinghorn ;    James     Corbet,    comr.    for    Dumfries ;    Alexander    Gordon, 
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corar.  for   Kirkudbrijrht ;    John    Brown  for  Anstr.  Wester ;    Alexander  Edinburgh. 

1  i     T     1        1  ^7f '  1 

Campbell  for  Renfrew ;  Robert  Waddell  for  Kilrenny ;  Patrick  Commissions' 
Docker  for  Banff,  and  Thomas  Riddoch,  his  assessor ;  John  approven. 
Thomson,  comr.  for  Lauder ;  Robert  Spence  for  Ruthglen  ;  Bryce  Blair 
for  Annan  ;  James  Richardson  for  Lochmaben  ;  John  Ure  for  Forfar ; 
Alexander  Agnew  for  Wigtown ;  John  Douglas  for  Inverbervie ; 
Alexander  Ainslie  for  Jedburgh ;  Charles  Fall,  comr.  for  Dunbar ; 
William  Hog,  comr.  for  North  Berwick  ;  John  Mollison  for  Brechin ; 
James  Rogers  for  Selkirk  ;  James  Bizet  for  Montrose  ;  John  Richardson, 
assessor  for  Perth ;  Alexr.  Hart,  assessor  for  Dumfermling ;  John 
Horsburgh  for  Coupar ;  John  Wilson,  comr.  for  Dumfermling ;  the 
Honble.  Thos.  Miller,  his  Majesty's  advocate,  assessor  for  Renfrew ; 
Alexr.  Scott,  assessor  for  Dysert ;  George  Dempster,  Esqr.,  commis- 
sioner for  St  Andrews ;  David  Flint,  assessor  for  Kirkaldy ;  John 
Lindsay,  assessor  for  Craill  ;  George  Chalmers,  assessor  for  Pitten- 
weem ;  William  Nairn,  assessor  for  Anstruther  Wester;  Robert  Bell, 
comr.  for  Lanerk,  and  William  Wilson,  his  assessor ;  David  Loch, 
assessor  for  Anstr.  Easter ;  George  Sinclair  of  Ulbster  for  Wick,  and 
William  Budge,  his  assessor ;  James  Baikie  for  Kirkwall  ;  James 
Waddell,  assessor  for  Kilrenny ;  James  Dalgleish,  comr.  for  Queens- 
ferry  ;  Alexander  M'Millan,  comr.  for  Rothsay  ;  James  Bunkle,  assessor 
for  Queensferry ;  Robert  Reid,  assessor  for  Irving ;  James  Ballantyne 
for  Peebles ;  Alexander  Keith,  for  Aberbrothock  ;  and  the  clerks  to  the 
convention,  both  principals  &  depute,  did  likewise  qualify. 

5.  The  same  day  it  was  moved  to  the  convention  that  an  humble  Committee 
address  should   be   drawn  up  and  sent  to  his  Majesty.     Which  being  address  to 
considered,  the  convention  remitt  the  same   to  the   committee   on  the        Majesty. 
commissions,  and  they  to  prepare  &  bring  in  a  draught   of  the  said 
address. 

Eodem  die  post  meridiem. 

Commissions 

6.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  a  commission  from   from  Elgin 

the    burgh     of     Elgin     naming     Mr    Cosmo    Gordon,    advocate,    their  approven. 
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Edinburgh,     commissioner,  and  a  commission  from  the  burgh  of  Culross  to   Robert 

14  July  1761.    TT  ,  ° 

: Halkerston,  merchant,  one  of  the  baillies,  and  Robert  Geddes,  also  one 

of  the  baillies,  as  his  assessor,  they  approve  of  the  saids  commissions. 

Annual  7.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard   read   the  annual 

missive  in  their  presence,  they  remitt  the  same  to  the  consideration  of 
the  committee  on  the  commissions  formerly  named,  and  they  to  report. 

Report  of  the  8.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  convention  by  David 

the  recepts      Flint,  secretary  to  the  trustees  for  fisherys  and  manufactures,  a  copie 
and  payments  0f   ^]ie  rep0rt  made  by  the  said  trustees  to  his  Majesty  at  Christmas 

presented.  L  J  j       j 

last ;  as  also  Allan  Whitefoord,  Esqr.,  receiver  general,  gave  in  an 
accompt  of  the  payments  made  by  him  in  consequence  of  the  trustees' 
orders  from  the  25th  of  December  1759  to  the  25th  of  December  1760, 
both  which  were  ordered  to  ly  upon  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the 
members. 

The  39th  9.  The    same   day  the   39th  article    of    the  convention,  seventeen 

convention  ™  hundred  and  fourty-nine,  anent  the  not  giving  of  money  or  increasing 
1749,  read.       the  missive  dues  upon  the  first  motion,  was  read  according  to  appoint- 
ment. 

Arrears  of  10.  The  same  day  the  agent  produced  a  list  of  the  burghs  in  arrear 

presented8    °^  missive  dues,  which  the  convention  appoint  to  ly  upon  the  table. 

Committee  11.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  the  proceedings  of 

to  consider 
propper 


the  annual  committee  read  in  their  presence  they  unanimously  approve 
thereof,  and  observing  that  the  committee  had  been  at  great  pains  in 
endeavouring  to  obtain  redress  of  grivances  complained  of  by  several 
Scotland* '"  burrows  with  respect  to  the  course  of  correspondence  and  the  scanty 
provision  made  to  some  of  the  postmasters,  the  convention  appoint 
the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Perth,  Dundee,  Montrose,  St  Andrews, 
Aberdeen,  Inverness,  Anstruther  Easter,  Pittenweem,  Renfrew,  Dysert, 
and  Rothsay  as  a  committee  to  consider  of  the  most  proper  measures 
to  be  taken  by  the  convention  relative  to  that  matter,  as  also  for 
extending  the  course  of   the    posts    for    facilitating    correspondence   in 
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Scotland  in  the  same  manner  as  it  is  appointed  to  take  place  in  the   Edinburgh. 

14  July  1761. 


north  and  west  of  England,  and  they  to  report. 

12.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  convention  Memorial  for 
a  memorial  in  behalf  of  Charles  Stewart,  Esqr.,  conservator,  representing  stuart 
that  his  Majesty's  commission  appointing  him  conservator  of  the  Scots   Escl>  as 

,  conservator, 

priviledges  in  the  Netherlands  had  been  presented  to  the  annual  com-  presented, 
mittee  and  recorded  in  January  last,  and  intreating  that  the  convention 
would  honour  him  with  their  act  and  commission  to  the  same  effect ; 
that  they  would  favour  him  with  their  instructions  for  the  due  execution 
of  his  office  and  intimate  the  same  to  the  magistrats  of  the  staple 
port  at  Campvere,  as  also  be  pleased  to  continue  to  the  memoralist  the 
yearly  allowance  and  other  marks  of  favour  enjoyed  by  his  predecessors 
in  office  towards  enableing  him  to  support  the  publick  character  of 
conservator  of  the  Scots  priviledges  in  the  Netherlands.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  same  to  the  committee 
already  named  and  appointed  with  regard  to  the  application  to  be  made 
relative  to  the  postmasters  and  course  of  correspondence,  and  they  to 
report. 

13.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  convention  a  Memorial 
memorial  for  the  heritors  of  the  salmond  fishings  on  the  rivers  Dee  &  sai,. 


imon 


Don,  complaining  of  certain  frauds  that    had  been  committed  by  the  fishings  in 

1  °  _  m  J  Dee  and  Don 

tacksman    of   a   salmond   fishing   on    the   river  Findhorn   or  others  by  referr'd  to  a 

assuming  the  burn  iron  or  common   mark   immemorially  used  by  the 

exporters  of  salmond  from  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  by  this  imposition 

making  the  salmond  not  so  properly  cured  pass  as  if  they  had  been 

Aberdeen  salmond,  which  have  always  keept  up  the  reputation  in  forreign 

mercates,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  that  branch  of  trade  in  general,  and 

to  the  memoralists  in  particular,  craveing  therefore  that  the  convention 

would  give  their  aid  and  countenance  for   prosecuting   the   offenders, 

that    an    effectual    stop    might   be    putt    to    such   impositions    in    time 

comeing;    there    was   also   produced   an   act   of   the    town    council    of 

Aberdeen  relative  to  the  same  subject,  with  several  letters  touching  that 

E 


Edinburgh. 
14  July  1761. 
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affair,  all    which  the    convention    remitt   to  the  consideration   of   the 
immediatly  abovementioned  committee,  and  they  to  report. 


Commissions 
from  Hading- 
ton  &  Lin- 
lithgow 
approven. 


Report  anent 
the  posts 
referred  to 
the  annual 
committee. 


Edinbr.,  15  July  1761. 

14.  The  which  day  there  was  presented  and  read  in  the  convention 
a  commission  from  the  burgh  of  Haddingtown  to  Robert  Thomson,  Esqr., 
present  provost,  to  be  their  commissioner,  and  James  Veitch,  one  of  their 
present  baillies,  to  be  his  assessor,  as  also  a  commission  from  the  bux-gh 
of  Linlithgow  to  Henry  Gillies,  their  provost,  and  Robert  Clerk, 
one  of  the  present  baillies,  to  be  his  assessor,  which  commissions  the 
convention  approved  of  ;  and  the  said  commissioners  qualified  to  his 
Majesty  King  George  the  Third  by  taking  the  oaths  of  alleadgence  and 
abjuration,  and  signing  the  same  with  the  assurrance. 

15.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  remitt  to  consider 
the  course  of  correspondence  and  the  complaints  with  regard  to  the 
scanty  allowances  to  several  of  the  postmasters,  reported  as  their 
opinion  that  the  convention  should  impower  their  annual  committee 
in  name  of  the  convention  to  follow  out  the  plan  for  accelerating  the 
course  of  the  post  between  London  and  Edinburgh  ;  and  in  regard  that 
the  postmasters  general  have  ordered  that  letters  and  pacquets  shall 
for  the  future  be  dispatched  six  days  in  every  week  instead  of  three  as 
formerly  between  London  northward  to  Newcastle  on  the  east  and 
Carlisle  on  the  west  border,  and  have  established  a  great  number  of 
new  cross  post  roads  over  a  considerable  part  of  England  whereby  the 
correspondence  of  these  towns  may  be  carried  on  six  times  a  week, 
that  the  committee  should  take  the  most  prudent  manner  of  applying 
to  people  in  power  and  the  postmasters  general  to  have  the  dayly  mail 
that  comes  from  London  to  Newcastle  in  like  manner  extended  to  Scotland, 
at  least  as  far  as  the  present  express  maill  goes  north  &  west  by 
Edinburgh,  as  being  a  matter  of  importance  to  this  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  ;  and  further,  that  the  annual  committee  should  in  the  most 
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respectfull  manner  apply  for  having  an  additional  allowance  made  to  Edinburgh. 
such    of   the   postmasters  as  are   scantily   provided,    for  obviating   the  r  '  ort  anent 
complaints  from  several  of  the  burrows,  vizt.,  that  by  some  late  regula-  the  posts 
tions    the    trouble    of    the   deputy   postmasters  is    increased   and    their  the  annual 
appointments  lessened,  whereby  men  of  character  are  discouraged  from  commit  ee- 
holding  or  taking  these  employments,  and  therefore  that  such  appoint- 
ments may  be  made  to  the   deputy    postmastei-s   in  Scotland  as  will 
induce    them  to  serve  with  care,    diligence,    &   fidelity.      Which  being 
considered   by   the  convention,   they   approve   of    the   said  report,  and 
authorize  and  appoint  their  annual  committee  to  make  the  said  applica- 
tion   so    soon    as   possible   after  the    meeting   of   the    next   session   of 
parliament,  and  that  their  preeses  should  apply  to  the  representatives  of 
the  royal  burrows  in  parliament  for  their  countenance  in  carrying  so 
usefull  a  design  into  execution. 

1 6.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  consideration  of  the  Commission 
memorial  for  the   conservator  was   remitt,   reported   that  they   having  stuart,  as 

considered  the  commission  granted  by  his  Majesty  to  Charles  Stuart  to  conservator> 

&  J  •>       J  approven, 

the  office  of  conservator  of  the  priviledges  of  the  royal  burrows  of  and  a  new 
Scotland  at  Campvere  or  any  other  place  in  Zeland  or  the  United  given  him  by 
Provinces,  and  enquired  into  precedents  in  such  cases  as  contained  in  the  |Jhe  conven- 
Records  of  convention,  were  of  opinion  that  his  commission  should  be 
admitted  and  received  under  protestation,  that  it  should  not  be  prejudicial 
to  any  right  that  the  convention  has  to  nominate  and  appoint  a  conserva- 
tor of  the  said  priviledges,  and  that  the  convention  should  likewise 
appoint  the  said  Charles  Stewart  to  be  conservator  of  their  said 
priviledges,  and  grant  to  him  all  the  dutys,  fees,  and  emoluments  due  to 
the  said  office,  as  possest  by  Archibald  M'Aulay,  late  conservator,  at 
the  time  of  his  decease ;  and  that  the  said  Charles  Stuart  should 
be  taken,  bound,  and  oblidged  to  execute,  perform,  and  give  obedience 
to  all  the  orders,  rules,  and  directions  made  or  to  be  made  by 
the  convention  touching  the  said  office  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
said  Archibald  M'Aulay  was  oblidged.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report,  and  admitt  and  receive  the 
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Edinburgh,  forsaid   commission    under  the   above  protestation,  and   nominate  and 

Commission  appoint   the    said    Charles    Stuart    to    be    conservator    of    their    said 

to  Charles  priviledges,    and    grant   to    him    all    the   fees,   dutys,   and    emoluments 

conservator,  belonging  to  the  said  office  as  the  said   Archibald   M'Aulay  held  and 

ancTa  n6ew  enjoyed  the  same  from  the  royal  burrows  at  the  time  of  his  decease, 

commission  with  the  same  powers  and  authority's  which  were  granted  to  the  said 

given  him  by  . 

the  conven-      Archibald  M'Aulay  ;  and  further,  the  convention  appoint  their  preeses  to 

return  thanks  in  their  name  to  the  said  Charles  Stuart  for  the  publick 

services  he  has  already  done,  and  his  care  and  attention  to  the  interest 

of  the  burrows,  which  was  accordingly  done  by  the  preeses ;  and  the  said 

Charles  Stuart  being  present,  accepted  of  the  said  office,  made  faith 

de  fideli  administrations,  and  qualify 'd  himself  by  takeing  the  oaths  of 

alleadgence  and  abjuration,  and  subscriving  the  same  with  the  assurrance 

to  his  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  and  oblidged  himself  to  grant 

bond  to  the  annual  committee  to  execute,  perform,  and  give  obedience  to 

all  the  rules  and  directions  made   or  to   be   made   by   the  convention 

touching   the   said   office,  in   the   same   manner   as   the   said   Archibald 

M'Aulay  was  bound  and  oblidged ;    and  the  convention  remitt  to  the 

dean   of  gild   of   Edinburgh   to   write   to   the   magistrats   of   Campvere 

what  shall  be  judged  proper  upon  this  occasion. 

Actanent  17.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  for  the 

fishiifesTin1       proprietors  of  the  salmond  fishings  upon  the  rivers  Dee  and  Don,  with 

Dee  &  Don,      the  act  of  the  town  council  of  Aberdeen,  the  letter  from  the  conservator, 

and  the  mark  n  .  . 

to  be  putt        and   other   letters   on   that  subject  were   remitt,   reported  that   having 

theact 'of        considered  the  said  memorial,  act  of  council,  and  letters,  they  were  of 

councill  of       opinion  that  the  convention  should  approve  of  the  said  act  of  the  town 

approven.        council  of  Aberdeen  rescinding   the   indulgence   granted   to  Alexander 

Ross  and  John  Burnet,  tacksmen  of  the  salmond  fishings  on  the  river  of 

Ythan,  and  discharging  the  town's  burn  iron  or  mark  to  be  put  on  any 

barrells  but  those  containing  the  salmond  caught  on  the  rivers  Dee  & 

Don,  and  also  prohibite  and  discharge  the  council  of  Aberdeen  to  grant 

any  such  indulgence  for  the  future  without  authority  obtained  from  the 

convention ;  and  that  in  all  time  comeing,  besides  the  uswall  mark,  that 
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the  arms  of  the  town  of  Aberdeen  should  be  brunt  or  marked  on  each   Edinburgh. 

j    15  July  1/61. 
barrell  of  salmond  caught  on  the  said  rivers  of  Dee  and  Don  packed  AcTanent 

by  the  Aberdeen's  coupers,  and  properly  inspected  and  found  sufficient  the  salmon 

J  r  r      i.        j  r  .  „    fishings  in 

by  the  dean  of  gild  of  Aberdeen,  to  prevent  the  abuses  complained  of   Dee  &  Don, 
in  time  to  come ;  and  further,  that  the  convention  should  recommend   £"cbe  ^j." 
it  to  the  memoralists  and  the  magistrate  and  town  council  of  Aberdeen   thereon,  and 
to   prosecute  before  the  judge  ordinary  the  persons  against  whom  the  councill  of 
complaint  is  made  for  counterfiting  the  burn  iron  mark  of  the  town  of  approveni 
Aberdeen,  and  that  their  agent  should  give  concurrence  in  name  of  the 
burrows  to  any  such  prosecution  ;  and  likewise  that  the  magistrate  and 
council  of  Aberdeen  should  take  care  that  their  mark  should  not  be  putt 
on  any  barrells  of  salmond  exported  but  such  as  are  inspected  and  found 
sufficient  by  the  dean  of  gild  of  Aberdeen.     Which  being  considered  by 
the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report  and  enact  and  ordain 
accordingly ;    and    that   the   act    of    the    town  council  of  Aberdeen   be 
recorded  in  the  books  of  the  convention  after  the  riseing  of  this  present 
convention. 

18.  The  same  day  the  convention  heard  read  a  petition  from  the  petn.  from 
inhabitants  of  Lymekilns,  setting  furth  their  low  situation  and  praying  r^^b  ^The 
to  be  relieved  of  the  arrears  already  incurred,  and  that  the  convention  annl.  com- 
would    be    pleased    to    accept    of    a    renunciation   of    the    contract    of 
communication  of  trade  as  they  were  not  in  a  capacity  to  comply  with 

the  conditions  of  it.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
remitt  the  said  petition  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  annual  committee 
with  power  to  them  to  compound  thereanent. 

19.  The  same  day  the  convention   having  heard  read  a  memorial   Memorial  for 

from  the  magistrates  and  town  council  of  the  burgh  of  Forfar,  represent-   ForfaTremit 

ing  that  it  has  been  the  constant  practise  of  this  burgh  at  their  annual   to  ye  annl. 
°  .     .  committee, 

elections  to  chuse  a  new  treasurer  for  uplifting  the  town's  revenue,  by 

which  practise  the  community  has  suffered  considerably ;  that  on  the 

fourth  of  July   current,  to  remedy  this  inconveniency,  the  magistrats 

and   council    enacted    that    in    time   comeing   the   treasurer    should    be 
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Memorial  for 
the  burgh  of 
Forfar  remit 
to  ye  annl. 
committee. 


Annl.  com- 
mittee to 
take  propper 
measures  for 
ascertaining 
the  assize  of 
bread. 


continued  or  re-elected  at  the  Michaelmas  election,  or  a  new  one  chosen, 
as  the  council  should  see  cause,  and  praying  that  the  convention  would 
interpone  its  authority  to  the  said  act.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  remitt  to  the  annual  committee  with  conventionall 
powers,  upon  an  application  from  the  several  principal  bodies  or 
incorporations  within  the  town  of  Forfar  approving  of  the  said  act, 
to  ratify  and  confirm  the  same  to  prevent  the  inconveniency  complained 
of  in  time  comeing. 

20.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  from  the  burgh  of  Air  moved 
that  the  convention  would  take  under  consideration  what  was  proper  to 
be  done  with  respect  to  the  assize  of  bread,  as  the  late  act  of  parliament 
on  that  subject  was  conceived  in  terms  that  would  render  the  execution 
of  it  difficult  if  not  impracticable  in  Scotland  where  they  had  no  flower 
mercates  nor  clerks  of  the  mercates  to  make  reports  on  that  head. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  consideration 
of  this  important  motion  to  the  next  annual  committee,  and  recommend 
it  to  them  to  take  the  most  proper  measures  for  procureing  materials  for 
forming  a  bill  to  parliament  on  that  subject,  and  that  the  committee 
should  lay  the  same  before  the  lord  advocate  for  Scotland,  and 
correspond  with  his  lordship  and  Mr  Dempster,  representative  for 
the  burrow  of  St  Andrews,  that  a  proper  bill  may  be  framed  for 
regulating  the  assize  of  bread  in  Scotland ;  and  to  facilitate  the  conduct 
of  the  annual  committee,  the  convention  recommend  to  the  several 
burrows  to  transmitt  their  observations  on  this  important  article ;  and 
also  recommend  it  to  the  preeses,  the  lord  advocate,  and  Mr  Dempster  to 
give  attention  to  any  bill  in  parliament  relative  to  the  regulating  of 
weights  and  measures  that  the  same  may  be  extended  to  this  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

21.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  from  the  burgh  of  St  Andrews 
moved  that  the  convention  would  appoint  a  committee  to  consider  how 
far  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Session,  finding  the  dean  of  gild  of 
St  Andrews  lyable  in  damages  and  expences  for  the  part  he  acted  in 
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trying  the  weight  and  quality  of  the  meal  imported  into  St  Andrews  by   Edinburgh. 
Messrs  Coutts  Brothers  and  Company,  did  or  could  supercede  his  acting  committee 
as  dean  of  gild  with  respect  to  any  part  of  the  dutys  of  that  office  in  to  consider 

rm  -ii-  -iii  •  -i  •       *^e  motion 

time  to  come.      Which    being  considered,  the  convention  remitt  the  said  for  the  dn. 
motion  to  the  burghs  of  Renfrew,  Annan,  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  And^eJ^ 
Dundee,  Tain,  and  Anstr.  Wester,  and  they  to  report.  anent 

weights  & 

22.  The  same  day  the  agent  presented  his  accompts  of  unfree  trade    .     '   . 
and  missive  dues,  and  the  convention  remitt  the  same  to  the  following  accompts 
committee  to  audite,  examine,  and  report,  vizt. : — the  buighs  of  Edin-  committee, 
burgh,   Perth,    Dundee,    Aberdeen,    Stirling,    Linlithgow,   St    Andrews, 
Glasgow,  Air,  Haddingtown,  &  Dysert. 

[23.    Agent's   accompts    of    unfree    trade    approven.       24.    Agent's 
accompts  of  missive  dues  approven.      25.  List  of  arrears.] 

26.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  remitt  to  consider  Heads  & 
the  annual  missive  reported  that  they  had  considered  the  said  missive  *gX^  missive6 
article  by  article  and  were  of  opinion  that  the  following  clause  should 

be  added  to  the  13th  article,  to  witt — and  particularly  they  discharge  any 
burrow  to  use  the  burn  or  mark  of  another  burrow,  or  any  burrow 
to  permitt  the  use  of  their  burn  to  any  other  burrow  or  trader,  and  that 
the  bum  shall  not  be  affixed  upon  any  cask  but  at  the  sight  of  the 
proper  officer  ;  and  that  the  following  clause  in  the  16th  article  should  be 
left  out,  vizt. — and  further,  the  convention  did  recommend  to  the 
magistrats  to  give  all  due  encouragement  to  the  distilling  and  consumeing 
of  spirits  of  the  grouth  of  our  native  country,  unless  when  restricted 
by  law  ;  that  the  17th  article  should  be  struck  out  of  the  missive  ;  that 
all  the  other  articles  except  the  last,  which  respects  the  alteration  of  the 
tax  roll,  should  be  continued,  which  last  article  the  committee  referr'd  to 
the  convention.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
approve  of  the  said  report,  and  enact  and  ordain  accordingly. 

27.  The  same  day  the  convention  continue  the  tax  roll  as  it  now  Tax  roll 
stands  for  one  year  longer,  untill  July  iaivij  &  and  sixty-two  years. 
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Recom- 
mendation to 
the  conserva- 
tor anent  the 
salmon  fish- 
ings in  Dee 
&  Don. 


The  unfree 
trade  of 
St  Monians 
referr'd  to 
the  annual 
committee. 


Committee 
on  the 
establishmt. 


The  repairs 
to  the 
harbour  of 
Queensferry 
referr'd  to 
the  annl. 
committee. 


Establishmt. 
continued. 


28.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  from  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen 
moved  that  the  convention  should  recommend  it  to  the  conservator  to 
give  his  aid  in  detecting  any  frauds  or  impositions  that  may  be  used  by 
any  traders  or  deallers  from  Scotland  by  assumeing  the  birn  or  mark 
putt  on  the  casks  of  salmond  caught  on  the  rivers  Dee  and  Don  and 
exported  from  Aberdeen.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 
they  recommend  to  the  conservator  to  give  his  aid  and  assistance 
accordingly. 

29.  The  same  day  it  was  moved  that  the  affair  depending  between 
the  burgh  of  Pittenweem  and  the  village  of  St  Monians,  referred  to  the 
last  annual  committee,  should  be  again  referred  to  the  annual  committee 
of  this  convention.  Which  being  considered  [by]  the  convention,  they 
referr  the  same  accordingly,  with  conventional  powers  to  do  therein  as 
they  shall  see  cause. 

30.  The  same  day  the  convention  remitt  the  consideration  of  the 
establishment  to  the  committee  on  the  agent's  accompts,  and  they  to 
report. 

31.  The  same  day  there  was  read  to  the  convention  a  petition  from 
the  baillies  of  the  admirality  of  Dumfermling  and  justices  of  peace  for 
the  county  of  Fife,  representing  that  upon  application  the  last  convention 
granted  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds  sterling  to  be  applied  towards  repairing 
the  shipings  of  Queensferry,  and  therefore  praying  that  the  convention 
would  now  appoint  the  said  sum  to  be  paid  to  Mr  James  Robertson 
Barclay,  clerk  to  the  signet,  one  of  their  number.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  same  to  the  annual 
committee,  with  power  to  them  to  issue  orders  for  the  payment  upon 
voutchers  being  produced  that  the  said  sum  was  applied  for  the  purposes 
of  the  said  grant. 

Edinbr.,  16  July  1761. 

32.  The  which  day  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
establishment  reported  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  convention  should 
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continue    the    same    as   it   now   stands   for   one   year   longer    with    this   Edinburgh. 

CJ  ill         T  1  I   •- /  •    I 

variation,  that  the  four  pounds  sterling  alloted  to  John  Middlemist,  Establishmtr 
the  burrow  officer,  for  extraordinary  trouble  should  be  superceded,  and  continued, 
that  John  Forbes,  writer,  who  for  several  years  has  been  employed  and 
very  usefull  in  writeing  for  the  state  of  burrows  without  any  gratifica- 
tion, should  be  put  upon  the  establishment  for  the  said  sum  of  four 
pounds  sterling.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  and  it 
having  been  certifyed  to  them  that  John  Middlemist,  the  burrow 
officer,  is  burdened  with  six  pounds  sterling  annually  to  the  late  officer's 
widow,  and  has  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  summonding  the  members  and 
attending  the  annual  committee,  the  convention  agree  to  continue  the 
establishment  for  one  year  longer  as  it  now  stands,  but  authorize  and 
appoint  their  agent  to  make  payment  to  the  said  John  Forbes  for  this 
year  of  the  sum  of  four  pounds  sterling  to  be  charged  on  the  next 
annual  missive,  and  appoint  the  agent  to  make  payment  also  of  the 
sallarys  and  gratuitys  following,  vizt. : — to  Mr  Joseph  Williamson  and 
Mr  William  Fforbes,  principal  clerks,  fifty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary ; 
to  the  agent,  fifty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary  ;  to  his  servant,  ten  pounds 
sterling  of  sallary ;  to  Thomas  Miller,  Esqr.,  his  Majesty's  advocate, 
as  assessor,  five  hundred  merks  Scots  of  sallary ;  to  his  servant,  sixty 
pounds  Scots  of  sallary  ;  to  Charles  Stuart,  conservator,  fifty  pounds 
sterling  of  sallary ;  to  David  Flint,  secretary  to  the  commissioners 
and  trustees  for  improvement  of  manufactures,  eighty  pounds  sterling 
for  his  own  and  his  clerk's  sallary ;  to  James  Rob,  for  the  rent  of  the 
trustees'  office  at  Whitsunday  next,  twenty  pounds  sterling ;  to  George 
Ross,  agent  at  London,  twenty-five  pounds  sterling  of  sallary ;  to  the 
receiver  general,  for  a  sallary  to  a  clerk  for  keeping  distinct  books  of 
the  receipts  and  issues  of  the  money  under  the  administration  of  the 
trustees  for  improving  fisheries  and  manufactures,  twenty  pounds 
sterling ;  to  George  Lindsay,  clerk  depute,  twenty  pounds  sterling  of 
sallary ;  to  John  Blair,  recorder,  thirty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary ; 
to  John  Middlemist,  burrow  officer,  twenty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary 
and    four    pounds  sterling  of  gratuity  for  his   extraordinary   trouble ; 
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Edinburgh,     to  the  keeper    of    the    advocates'    bar,  twenty-nine   pounds    Scots  :    to 

1  A    T     1         1  *7f!l 

Establishmt.    Patrick    Borthwick,    under    keeper    &    cryer,    eighteen    pounds    Scots ; 

continued.  to  the  gardner,  for  flowers,  twelve  pounds  Scots ;  to  the  keeper  of 
the  burrow  room,  ffifteen  pounds  Scots  ;  and  to  Anna  Kennedy,  daughter 
of  Conservator  Kennedy,  sixty  pounds  Scots  of  supply  dureing  her  life. 

The  draught  33.  The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  the  draught 

to  the' King  of  an  address  to  his  Majesty  upon  his  accession  to  the  throne,  presented 
approven.  a  draUjyht  thereof.  Which  being  read  in  presence  of  and  considered  by 
the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  draught,  and  appoint  the 
preeses  to  sign  it  in  their  name  and  transmitt  it  to  the  Right  Honble. 
the  Earl  of  Bute  to  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  and  also  appoint  the 
said  address  to  be  recorded  immediatly  after  the  acts  of  this  convention. 

Annl.  34.  The  same  day  the  convention,  in  respect  there  was  no  report 

consider  the     from    the   committee   relative   to   the   dean   of   gild   of   Saint   Andrews 

affair  of  ye       touching  his  right  to  exercise  all  the  parts  of  his  office,  do  referr  that 

d.  gild  of  St  .        fe  &  .  \  ,  ' 

Andrews.         affair  to  the.  annual  committee  to  take  in  the  said  report,  with  power  to 

give  such  deliverance  thereon  as  they  shall  see  cause  with  respect  to  the 

exercise  of  his  office  only. 

Annl.  35.  The    same    day    the   assessor    for    the    burgh    of   St  Andrews 

consider  a        represented  that  an  act  of   parliament  was  lately  past   for  making  a 
motion  anent  turnpike  road  from  Dean   Burn  Bridge  by  Channel  Church,  Greenlaw, 

the  turnpyke  L  "        J 

road  from         and  Coldstream  to  Cornhill  in  Northumberland,  and  for  building  a  toll 

1 1  "R 

Bridge.  bridge  over  the  Tweed  at  Coldstream ;  that  the  turnpike  road  on  the 

English  side  comes  from  Morpeth  within  a  few  miles  of  Cornhill,  and 
will  probably  be  soon  compleated  ;  that  this  road  is  above  fifteen  miles 
shorter  than  the  road  by  Berwick,  and  therefore  it  would  be  worth 
the  consideration  of  the  convention  whether  it  would  not  be  for  the 
advantage  of  North  Brittain  to  have  the  course  of  the  post  fixed  from 
Morpeth  by  this  new  road,  as  it  would  bring  the  English  post  two  hours 
at  least  sooner  to  Edinburgh  besides  saving  several  hours  that  the  post 
stops  at  Berwick.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
remitt    what    is    above    represented    to    their   annual   committee   to  be 
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considered   at  the   same   time   with   the  other  affairs  remitted   to  them   Edinburgh. 
relative  to  the  posts  and  course  of  correspondence. 

36.  The  same  day  there  was  read  to  the  convention  a  representation   Arepresente- 
from  the  trustees  on  the  turnpike   roads  in  the  counties  of  Stirling  &   bridge  over 
Linlithgow,  setting  furth  the  great  advantages  of  erecting  a  bridge  on   ^'™t  s£°Uj" 
Almond   Water  near  Kirklistown  on  the  great  post  road  leading  from  on  the  table. 
Edinburgh  to  the  west  and  highlands  of  Scotland,  and  moving  that  the 
convention  would  contribute  to  so  usefull  a  work,  as  a  considerable  sum 

beyond  what  was  already  contributed  would  be  necessary  for  carrying 
the  intended  plan  into  execution,  which  if  finished  would  prove  a 
benefite  to  comerce  and  facilitate  the  course  of  correspondence,  as  by  the 
i-apidity  of  the  river  the  post  was  often  in  the  winter  oblidged  to  go 
round  with  the  maill  severall  miles  for  the  benefite  of  a  bridge.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  appoint  the  said  representation 
to  ly  upon  the  table  till  the  next  general  convention. 

37.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  Annual 

and  such  other  of  the  members  of  this  convention  as  shall  attend  as  a   wjtj,  tjie;r 

committee  to  sitt  after  the  dissolving  this  present  convention,  and  to  usua*  powers 

.  .  appointed, 

proceed  in,  considei',  and  determine  upon  all  and  every  particular  that 

has  been  remitted  to  them  by  this  present  convention,  and  particularly 
upon  every  thing  tending  to  the  benefite  of  trade  and  the  state  of 
burrows,  and  upon  all  differences  that  has  arisen  or  may  arise  in 
burrows  or  between  burrows,  and  upon  every  thing  concerning  the 
staple  port  and  due  observance  thereof,  and  upon  every  thing  concerning 
unfree  traders  and  the  communication  of  ti'ade  ;  declairing  that  five  shall 
be  a  quorum  in  every  matter  except  in  such  cases  as  shall  require  any 
application  to  parliament  wherein  nine  shall  be  a  quorum  ;  and  furder, 
the  annual  committee  are  hereby  directed  and  impowered  to  corresponde 
with  the  burrows'  representatives  in  parliament  concerning  trade  or  the 
state  of  burrows,  and  that  they  give  notice  of  the  particulars  of  such  corre- 
spondence to  the  several  burrows  so  as  that  the  burrows  may  write  in 
that  behalf  to  their  respective  representatives,  and  likewise  in  all  matters 
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Edinburgh,     whereto  applications  to  the  parliament  shall  be  by  the  annual  committee 

Ifi     Tnlir    lpfll 

An'nUai "  thought  necessary,  that  all  the  members  of  the  committee  shall  by  a 

committee       circular    letter    have    notice  of  the   particulars    that    they    may  attend 
with  their  .  .  .... 

usual  powers    and  assist   in   forming  and  concerting  such  applications,  if  the  nature 

appointe  .       Q£  ^e  thing  can  admitt  of  so  much  delay  ;  but  the  annual  committee 

shall    in    no    case    have    power    to    dispose  of  any   of  the    burrows' 

money  except   where    they  have   speciall   authority  for  that  purpose, 

conform  to    the  twenty-sixth  act  of   the  convention    in  July    iaivij    & 

and  thirty-four ;   and   the  convention  appoint  the  first  meeting  of  the 

annual  committee  to  be  on  Friday  next  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon 

at  this  place,  with  power  to  the  said  committee   to  choise  their  own 

preeses  from  time  to  time ;  and  in  absence  of  the  preeses  they  authorize 

their  clerks  to  call  a  meeting  upon  any  emergent. 


Convention 
dissolved. 


38.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  convention 
and  appoint  the  next  general  convention  to  meet  and  be  held  at  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  second  Twesday  of  July  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-two  years,  and  appoint  their  clerks  to  direct 
missives  accordingly.      [Follows  signatures.] 


Follows  the  address  to  his  Majesty,  appointed  to  be  recorded  by  the 
33d  act  of  last  convention. 


To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty,  the  humble  Address  of  the 
General  Convention  of  the  Royal  Burrows  of  Scotland. 

Most  Gracious  Soveraign, — Your  Majesty's  truely  dutifull  &  loyal 
subjects,  the  representatives  of  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland  in  a 
general  convention  assembled,  beg  leave  to  embrace  this  opportunity  at 
our  first  meeting  with  gratefull  hearts  to  congratulat  your  Majesty  and 
the  nation  upon  your  happy  accession  to  the  imperial  crown  of  these 
realms,  and  at  the  same  to  condole  the  loss  of  our  late  most  Gracious 
Soveraign,  whose  princely  virtues  and  paternal  care  of  the  honour  and 
interest  of  these  kingdoms  will  for  ever  secure  the  amiable  appellation 
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of  father  to  his  people,  and  distinguish  his  glorious  reign  in  the  annals  Edinburgh. 
,  „  f    f    '  t,  &  &  16  Jul    176] 

of  Europe.  

It  is  the  publick  happiness  that  your  Majesty,  in  your  earliest 
years,  has  discovered  the  warmest  attention  to  the  laws  &  constitution 
of  these  your  dominions.  It  must  fill  the  heart  of  every  honest  man 
with  the  most  ardent  and  lasting  gratitude,  that  your  Majesty  seised 
the  first  opportunity  of  declaiming  the  royal  sentiments  of  a  truely 
patriot  king — that  yow  will  make  it  the  bussines  of  your  life  to  promote 
in  every  thing  the  glory  and  happiness  of  these  kingdoms,  to  preserve 
and  strengthen  both  the  constitution  of  church  and  state. 

Your  Majesty's  auspitious  reign  begun  with  universal  joy,  and  the 
united  hearts  of  your  people  cannot  faill  at  this  critical  juncture  to  awaken 
and  fix  the  attention  of  all  Europe.  May  the  effects  of  your  Majestie's 
endeavours  to  extend  &  protect  the  commerce  of  your  subjects  and  to 
promote  the  Protestant  interest  and  cause  of  liberty  be  long  happyly  felt. 

The  distinguished  conquest  of  Belisle,  almost  at  the  commencement 
of  your  reign,  is  a  happy  presage  of  what  must  be  expected  and  dreaded 
by  your  enemys,  from  your  known  attention  to  the  interest  and  honour 
of  Great  Britain ;  while  the  war  lasts,  may  success  attend  your  Majesty's 
fleets  and  armys  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  may  it  by  the  divine 
blessing  be  the  glory  of  your  reign  to  restore  peace  to  Europ  on  the 
most  equitable  and  lasting  foundation,  and  to  secure  the  honour,  trade, 
rights,  and  libertys  of  these  kingdoms. 

Your  Majesty's  declared  intention  of  choising  for  your  royal 
consort  a  princes  distinguished  by  every  eminent  virtue  and  amiable 
enduement,  descended  from  an  illustrious  line,  firmly  attatched  to  the 
Protestant  interest  and  your  royal  house,  must  fill  the  heart  of  every 
true  Briton  with  unfeigned  joy,  more  especially  when  resulting  from  so 
endearing  a  motive  as  to  procure  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  your 
people,  and  to  render  the  same  stable  and  permanent  to  posterity. 

Permit  us,  great  sir,  to  express  our  unalterable  zeal  for  your 
Majesty's  sacred  person  and  government,  our  warmest  wishes  that  your 
Majesty    may  long  reign  in  the   hearts  of  your  people,  and  that   the 
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Edinburgh,     imperial  crown  of  these  kingdoms  may  lineally  descend  to  one  of  your 
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Majesty's  illustrious    house,  to    latest    posterity,    which    is    the    ardent 

prayer  of, 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

Your  Majesty's  most  dutifull,  faith- 
full,  and  loyal  subjects,  the  represent- 
atives of  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland 
in  a  general  convention  assembled. 
Edinbr.,  the  16th  of  July  1761. 
Sign'd  in  name,  presence,   and  by 
appointment  of  the  general  con- 
vention   of    the    royal    burrows 
of  Scotland  by,  sic  subscribitur,  Geo.  Lind,  preeses. 

Follows  the  letter  to  the  magistrats  of  Campvere,  appointed  to  be 
sign'd  by  the  Dean  of  Gild  of  Edr.  by  the  16th  act  of  the  last  convention. 

Right  Honble. — His  Majesty  having  been  pleased  by  his  commission 
under  his  great  seal  of  Scotland  to  nominat  Charles  Stuart,  Esqr.,  to  be 
conservator  of  our  priviledges  in  the  United  Netherlands,  wee  have  with 
great  alacrity  received  and  admitted  him  to  that  effect,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  that  wee  hereby  intimat  to  your  Honrs.  the  nomination  and 
admission  to  that  honble.  and  important  office  of  a  gentleman  so  well 
known  to  yow  and  to  us.  He  has  merited  and  received  our  publick 
thanks  in  a  distinguished  manner  for  publick  services  done  by  him 
when  conservator  deput,  and  as  the  interest  of  the  staple  port  is 
intimatly  connected  with  our  trade,  and  in  some  measure  depending 
upon  it,  wee  are  confident  that  the  value  of  his  long  and  faithfull 
services  cannot  be  unnotised  by  yow,  soe  that  the  recommendation  of 
him  to  your  favour  which  wee  most  earnestly  wish,  may  perhaps  be 
superfluous ;  wee  have  given  him  the  instructions  usual  to  be  given  to 
his  predicessors  in  office,  and  if  there  is  any  thing  deficient  in  them, 
wee  trust  to  his  prudent  conduct  upon  every  extraordinary  occurrance. 
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Tho'  the  unavoidable  inconveniencys  and  misfortunes  of  war  give  Edinburgh. 

....                                        j    16  July  17G1. 
some  interruption  to  our  staple  trade  at  present,  it  is  our  purpose,  and    

shall  be  our  constant  endeavour,  to  enforce  a  faithfull  observance  of  the 
staple  port  as  far  as  in  prudence  can  be  done,  and  for  that  effect  the 
conservator  will  dureing  our  recess  correspond  with  our  annual  com- 
mittee, or  with  our  agent,  or  with  the  magistrats  of  particular  burrows 
as  the  subject '  may  require ;  at  the  same  time  we  trust  in  a  strict 
observance  of  the  staple  contract  on  your  part,  and  that  if  any 
expressions  in  it  should  at  any  time  appear  doubtfull,  that  yow  will 
admit  the  practise  of  former  times  to  be  the  propperest  explanation. — 
Wee  recommend  yow  to  the  divine  protection,  &  are, 

Rt.  Honble.,  your  most  humble  & 
obedient  servants,  the  representatives 
of  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland  in 
their  genei'al  convention  assembled. 

Edinbr.,  15th  July  1761. 

Sign'd  in  name  and  by  appoint-  Sic  subscribitur, 

ment  of  the  genl.  convention  Gilb.  Laurie,  D.G.  of  the  city  of 

of  royall  burrows  by,  Edinburgh. 

Follows  the  act  of  the  Town  Councill  of  Aberdeen,  appointed  to  be 
recorded  by  the  17th  act  of  the  last  genl.  convention. 

Att  Aberdeen,  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-one,  in  presence  of  the  provost,  baillies,  and 
town  councill  of  Aberdeen,  the  said  day,  anent  the  petition  given  into 
the  magistrats  and  council  aforsaid  by  the  heritors  of  the  salmond 
fishings  on  Dee  and  Don,  humbly  shewing  that  the  salmond  fishings  of 
these  two  rivers  had  ever  since  the  erection  of  this  burgh  into  a  royalty 
been  a  cheif  commodity  for  export  and  beneficial  to  the  burgers  who 
dealt  therein,  and  their  honours'  predicessors  had  been  at  great  trouble 
and  expence  to  mentain  and  keep  up  the  character  and  reputation  of  the 
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Edinburgh,     salmon   exported    from   these  rivers,  and  by  the  publick   laws  of    the 

— ■ '   realm  the  burghs  where  salmon  are  exported  were  appointed  to  have 

burn  irons  for  marking  salmond  barrells  exported  from  their  respective 
burghs ;  and  such  care  was  taken  of  the  Aberdeen's  salmon,  with 
respect  to  the  sufficiency  thereof,  that  the  same  acquired  a  reputation 
far  above  all  other  salmon  in  Scotland  and  always  yeilded  a  higher 
price,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  proprietors  and  exporters ;  that 
their  honours'  predicessors  had  made  strict  laws  against  puting  the 
town's  burn  iron  upon  any  salmon  barrells  but  allennarly  upon  those 
where  the  salmon  was  caught  on  the  said  two  rivers  of  Dee  and  Don, 
and  any  indulgences  that  were  granted  to  others  was  but  for  short 
periods  long  ago  expired ;  that  lately  great  frauds  had  been  committed 
by  different  persons  in  counterfeiting  the  town  of  Aberdeen's  mark,  by 
makeing  false  burn  irons  and  puting  the  same  upon  salmon  barrells 
that  were  not  caught  on  the  rivers  Dee  or  Don,  nor  inspected  by  the 
dean  of  gild  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  salmon  so  marked  with  the  false  burn 
irons  were  sent  abroad  and  sold  at  forreign  mercats  as  Aberdeen's 
salmon,  to  the  great  hurt  and  prejudice  of  the  proprietors  &  exporters 
and  discredit  of  the  salmon  brunt  with  the  genuine  Aberdeen's  mark ; 
that  such  practises  must  intirely  ruin  the  character  &  reputation  of 
Aberdeen's  salmon  at  forreign  mercats,  and  reduce  the  value  thereof 
considerably,  and  thereby  hurt  the  proprietors  of  the  fishings  of  the 
rivers  Dee  and  Don  as  well  as  the  publick  good  of  this  place,  as  the 
greatest  part  of  these  ffishings  hold  of  and  pay  publick  burdens  to  the 
town  of  Aberdeen  in  proportion  to  the  yearly  produce  thereof ;  that  the 
town  of  Aberdeen's  burn  or  mark  for  salmon  ought  not  only  to  be 
restricted  to  the  salmon  caught  on  the  said  rivers  of  Dee  and  Don,  but  in 
order  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  the  mark  in  time  comeing,  some 
additional  mark  (such  as  the  town  of  Aberdeen's  arms)  ought  likeways 
to  be  put  upon  the  barrells  containing  the  salmon  that  shall  be  caught 
on  the  said  two  rivers,  packed  by  Aberdeen's  coupers,  and  propperly 
inspected  by  the  dean  of  gild  of  Aberdeen  ;  and  as  the  counterfiting  the 
Aberdeen's   mark   is  of    so   dangerous    consequences  and   fatal    to    the 
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salmon  fishings  on  the  said  two  rivers,  it  would  be  propper  that  the  town    Edinburgh. 

councill  should  enjoyn  their  commissioner  to  the  royal  burrows  to  lay 

the  matter  before  the  meeting  of  the  burrows  and  get  their  approbation 
of  such  deliverance  as  the  councill  shall  be  pleased  to  give  thereon  ;  and 
therefor  craving  it  might  please  their  honours  to  consider  the  premisses, 
and  to  discharge  the  puting  of  the  town's  burn  iron  or  mark  upon  any 
salmon  barrells  but  allennarly  when  the  salmon  packed  therein  are 
caught  on  the  said  rivers  of  Dee  and  Don,  and  when  they  are  legally 
pined,  cured,  packed,  and  propperly  inspected  ;  as  also  to  appoint  some 
additional  mark  to  be  put  upon  one  of  the  ends  of  the  salmon  barrells 
soe  as  to  prevent  the  counterfiting  of  the  said  marks  in  time  coming : 
and  to  recommend  to  their  commissioner  to  lay  the  matter  before  the 
royal  burrows  soe  as  to  get  their  approbation,  aid,  and  assistance  for 
bringing  the  offenders  to  justice,  as  the  said  petition  signed  by  (Jeorge 
Moir,  Charles  Copland  for  Mrs  Mercer,  William  Thorn,  and  Andrew 
Thomson,  as  a  committee  appointed  by  the  other  heritors,  at  length 
contains.  Which  petition  having  been  this  day  heard,  seen,  and 
considered  by  the  magistrats  and  councill  forsaid,  and  they  being  well 
and  ripely  advised  thereanent,  they  agreed  &  hereby  agree  to  grant  the 
desire  of  the  petition  in  respect  of  the  letters  which  the  magistrats  have 
received  from  forreign  merchants  complaining  of  the  abuses  in  exporting 
salmon  with  counterrit  burns  thereon,  and  exposeing  them  to  sale  as 
Aberdeen's  salmon,  and  thereby  discrediting  the  reputation  of  Aberdeen 
salmon  in  forreign  mercats ;  and  whereas  the  councill  have  had  under 
their  consideration  the  indulgence  granted  by  them  to  Alexander  Ross 
&  John  Burnet,  tacksmen  of  the  salmon  fishings  on  the  river  Ythan.  by 
the  act  of  council  dated  the  twelveth  day  of  September  last,  which  has 
given  rise  to  the  abuses  complain'd  of  against  the  said  John  Burnet, 
therefor  the  councill  find  it  necessary  to  rescind  the  said  indulgence  in 
favours  of  the  said  Alexander  Ross  and  John  Burnet,  and  to  discharge 
the  puting  on  the  town's  bum  iron  on  any  salmon  caught  on  the  water 
of  Ythan,  and  to  restrict  the  same  to  the  salmon  caught  on  the  rivers 
Dee  and  Don,  and  the  councill  restricted  and  hereby  restrict  the  town's 
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Edinburgh,  burn  to  the  salmon  caught  on  the  said  rivers  of  Dee  and  Don  accordingly  ; 
and  in  order  to  prevent  the  counterfiting  the  town  of  Aberdeen's  mark 
in  time  coming,  appointed  and  hereby  appoint  the  town's  arms  to  be 
burnt  on  one  of  the  ends  of  each  barrell  of  salmon  caught  upon  the  said 
rivers  of  Dee  and  Don,  packed  by  the  Aberdeen's  coupers,  and  propperly 
inspected  and  found  sufficient  by  the  dean  of  gild  of  Aberdeen;  and  the 
council  having  considered  the  precognitions  taken  anent  the  abuses 
complained  of,  they  hereby  recommend  to  their  commissioners  to  the 
burrows  to  insist  with  the  royal  burrows  that  they  may  interpone  their 
authority  in  confirming  this  act  of  councill,  and  give  their  aid  and 
assistance  not  only  in  prosecuting  the  frauds  presently  complain'd  of, 
but  also  to  impower  their  agent  to  concur)-  in  prosecutions  of  the  like 
nature  in  all  time  comeing.  Extracted  from  the  councill  register  of  the 
said  burgh  of  Aberdeen  by  me,  .sic  subscribitur,  Robert  Thomson. 


Edinburgh. 
17  July  1761. 
Sederunt. 


Preses 

chosen. 


The  conser- 
vator to 
grant  bond. 


Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 

17  July  1761. 

Edinbr.,  Gilbert  Laury  &  Patrick  Jamison,  deacon  conveener ; 
Perth,  William  Gray ;  Dundee,  Patrick  Yeaman ;  Aberdeen,  William 
Davidson ;  Stirling,  Thomas  Gillespie ;  Glasgow,  Andrew  Cochran ; 
Ayr,  Andrew  Hunter ;  Montrose,  James  Bisset :  Dumfreise,  Provost 
Corbet. 

The  which  day  the  committee  elected  George  Lind,  Esqr.,  lord 
provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preses. 

The  same  day  the  committee  having  heard  read  the  several  remits 
of  the  general  convention  to  them,  and  particularly  the  sixteenth  act 
anent  the  conservator's  granting  bond  in  the  usual  form,  they  remit  to 
Alexr.  Gray,  their  agent,  to  take  the  said  obligation  in  the  ordinar  form. 


ite  to 
.limekilns. 
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The  same  day  the  committee  having  considered  the  eighteenth  act   Edinburgh, 
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of  the  last  convention  relative  to  the  arrears  due  by  the  town  of  Lime-   Agent  to 
kilns,  they  appoint  the  agent  to  intimat  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said   writ 
town  that  they  are  to  take  that  affair  under  their  consideration  at  their 
next  sederunt. 

15  December   1761. 

Edinburgh,  Gilbert  Laury  &  Patrick  Jamison,  conveener  ;   Kirkaldie.   Sederunt. 
David  Flint;    St  Andrews,  Mr  S  win  ton  :    Dysert,  George   Drummond  ; 
Lanerk,    William    Wilson  ;    Pittenweem,    George    Chalmers :    Wigtown, 
Mr  Agnew ;  Wick,  Mr  Sinclair;  Whithorn,  John   M'Gowan. 

The  which  day  the  committee  of  the  royal   burrows  elect  Gilbert    l>ean  of  Gild 
Laury,  present  dean  of  gild  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses  elected 
to  this  sederunt.  preses. 

The  same  day  the  committee  having  taken  into  consideration  the  Letters  to  be 
remit  of  the  last  general  convention  to  them,  relative  to  the  application  seven  0f  ti„, 
to  be  made  at  London  for  ameliorating  the  posts  and  others  mentioned   jninle- 

_  x      _  burrows 

in  the  fifteenth  act  of  the  said  convention,  and  it  being  proposed  by  the  anent  the 
preses  that  as  the  matters  contain'd  in  that  act  were  of  very  great  p 
importance  to  the  trade  of  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
committee  would  send  up  to  London  Mr  Alexander  Gray,  their  present 
agent,  as  a  tit  person  to  sollicite  these  matters  concerning  the  posts  and 
the  allowances  propper  to  be  given  to  the  postmasters.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  committee,  they  appoint  their  preses  to  write  to  the 
provosts  of  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Perth,  Stirling,  Montrose,  Dundee,  and 
Dumfreise  to  know  their  sentiments  concerning  the  matters  proposed, 
and  to  intreat  their  answer  with  all  reasonable  dispatch  :   which  letters 

]■       t  The  clerk  or 

were  sent  accordingly.  agent  t0 

mi  iji  i    •  i    i     e  j.i  •  r  inspect  the 

the  same  day  the  preses  laid  before  the  committee  the  coppy  of   a    Records 

letter    sent   by  Smart   Tennent,   John    Gregory,    and    Doctor    Anthonv   anen*an 

J  o     j  '  .      interim  con- 

Brown  to  the  lord  provost  of  Edinbr.,  as   preses   to   the   annual   com-   servator  on 
mittee    of  the    royal   burrows,  bearing  date    at    Camphere,   the    second   Mr  Stuart. 
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Edinburgh. 
In  December 
1761. 

The  clerk  or 
agent  to 
inspect  the 
Records 
anent an 
interim  con- 
servator on 
the  death  of 
Mr  Stuart. 


of  December  instant,  wherein  they  acquainted  his  lordship  that  Charles 
Stuart,  Esqr.,  late  conservator  of  the  Scots  priviledges  in  the  Netherlands, 
dyed  upon  Thursday  preceeding  the  date  of  the  said  letter,  and  therefor 
they,  as  members  of  the  factory  at  Campvere,  humbly  desired  that 
dureing  the  vacancy  the  committee  would  impower  some  propper  person 
to  act  as  conservator  in  any  common  dispute  or  accidents  that  might 
happen.  Which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  they  appoint  their 
clerk  or  agent  to  inspect  the  records  of  the  convention  and  report  what 
the  committee  of  burrows  have  been  in  use  to  doe  on  the  like  occasion. 


Sederunt. 


The  agent 
appointed  to 

goe  to 
London  to 
sollicit  the 
affair  of  the 

posts. 


19  February  1762. 

Edinburgh,  Gilbert  Laurie,  chosen  preses  ;  St  Andrews,  Mr  Swin- 
toun  ;  Inverness,  John  Frazer ;  Kirkaldie,  David  Flint;  Air,  Andrew 
Hunter  ;  Dysert,  George  Drummond  ;  Annan,  Mr  Johnstoun  ;  Anstruther 
Easter,  David  Loch;  Montrose,  Alexander  Scott;  Pittenweem,  George 
Chalmers  ;  Banf,  Thomas  Riddoch  ;  Stranraer,  Charles  Brown  ;  Week, 
George  Sinclair. 

The  which  day  the  preses  acquainted  the  committee  that  in 
consequence  of  letters  sent  by  him  to  the  magistrats  of  several 
burrows,  as  ordered  by  minut  of  last  sederunt,  he  had  received 
answers  thereto  from  the  several  burrows,  five  whereof  agree  to  the 
proposal  of  sending  up  Mr  Gray,  their  agent,  to  London  to  sollicite 
the  affair  of  the  posts  ;  and  a  draught  of  a  memorial  to  the  postmasters 
general  anent  that  affair  being  read,  the  committee  approve  thereof,  and 
authorize  and  appoint  Mr  Gray  to  repair  to  London  furthwith  to  sollicite 
that  affair  at  the  expence  of  the  burrows,  and  appoint  Mr  Swintoun, 
Mr  Johnstoun,  and  Mr  Chalmers  as  a  sub-committee  to  prepare  instruc- 
tions for  him  how  he  should  act  in  this  affair ;  and  the  said  memorial  to 
be  printed  with  the  memorial  formerly  on  that  affair,  and  the  whole  of 
the  coppys  to  be  put  into  Mr  Gray's  hands  soe  as  they  may  not  be 
published  till  such  time  as  he  presents  the  same  to  the  postmasters 
general. 
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The  same  day  the  preses  laid  before  the  committee  a  letter  directed  Edinburgh. 
to  him   from   the   Rt.   Honble.  the   Earle  of  Hadingtoun,  relative  to  an    1762. 
application   to   be   made  to  parliament  for  extending  the  militia  act  to  The  com- 
Scotland.      Which  being  read,  the  committee  appointed  Friday,  the  fifth  consider  the 
of  March,  for  takeing  that  matter  into  consideration,  and  appointed  an   niiiitia 
advertisment  to  be  insert  in  the  Edinbr.  newspapers  that  on  that  day 
at  twelve  o'cloak  in  the  councill  chamber  the  committee  were  to  meet 
for  that  end,  that  all  the  members  may  attend. 

3  March  1762. 

Edinburgh,  Gilbert  Lawrie  and  Patrick  Jamison  ;  Kirkaldie,  David   Sederunt. 
Flint ;  Pittenweem,  George  Chalmers ;  Irving,  Robert  Reid  ;  Inverness, 
John  Frazer  ;  Dumferling,  Alexander  Hart  ;  Dysert,  George  Drummond  ; 
Air,  Andrew  Hunter ;  Wick,  George  Sinclair,  Esq. 

The  which  day  the  committee  elected  Gilbert  Laurie,  present  dean   Preses 
of  gild  of  Edinbr.,  to  be  their  preses. 

The    same   day   the   sub-committee   to    whom    it  was    remitted  to  Instructions 

prepare  instructions  for  Mr  Alexander  Gray,  the  burrows'  agent,  how   anent  the 

he  should  conduct  himself  with  respect  to  the  sollicking  the  affair  of  the   Posts 

1  °  approven. 

posts  at  London,  produced  a  draught  thereof.  Which  being  read,  the 
committee  approve  thereof  and  appoint  the  same,  with  the  memorial 
ordered  to  be  printed  last  sederunt,  to  be  recorded  in  the  books  of  the 
convention,  and  a  coppy  of  the  said  instructions  to  be  signed  by  the  preses 
and  delivered  to  Mr  Gray  ;  and  appoint  the  preses  to  write  to  Mr  Potts, 
secretary  to  the  post  office  at  London,  Mr  James  Stewart  M'Kenzie, 
Mr  Townsend,  and  lord  advocat,  beging  their  countenance  and  assistance 
in  obtaining  what  is  pray'd  for  in  the  memorial. 

The  same  day  it  was  moved  to  the  committee  that  as  by  a  late  act 
of  parliament  spirits  from  corn  for  exportation  cannot  be  distilled  in 
stells  under  1600  gallons,  which  is  an  absolute  prohibition  of  distelling 
for    exportation   in   Scotland,    because    that    independent   of    the   great 
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Edinburgh,     capital  necessary  for  setting;  up  a  stell  of  that  dimensions,  it  is  impossible 
3  March  1/62.  "  .  „  . 

to  find  the  necessary  quantity  of  yest  in  any  one  part  of  Scotland.     Which 

being  considered  by  the  committee,  they  appoint  Mr  Ross,  the  burrows' 

agent  at  London,  together  with    Mr  Alexander  Gray  to    wait   on   the 

lord  advocat,  the  burrows'  assessor,  and    consult    with    him    the    most 

propper  method  of  obtaining  a  clause  in  an  act  of  parliament  allowing 

spirits  from  corn  for  exportation  to  be  distilled   in  Scotland  in  stells  of 

400  gallons  and  upwards. 

Follows  the  instructions  of  the  committee  to  Mr  Alexr.  Gray. 

Edinbr.,  3d  March  1762. 

Sr., — The  annual  committee  of  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland,  in 
consequence  of  the  instructions  given  them  by  the  last  general  conven- 
tion to  follow  out  the  plan  for  improving  the  posts,  doe  impower  & 
desire  yow  to  set  out  as  soon  as  possible  for  London,  where,  in 
conjunction  with  George  Ross,  Esquire,  the  burrows'  agent,  yowT  are  to 
sollicit  and  negotiat  an  improvement  of  the  course  of  the  posts,  &ca.,  in 
the  manner  contain'd  in  a  printed  memorial  from  the  convention  to  his 
Majesty's  postmaster  general. 

There  is  a  coppy  of  this  memoriall  inclosed  in  a  letter  to  the 
secretary  of  the  post  office,  which  yow  are  to  deliver  as  soon  as  yow 
have  concerted  the  propper  method  of  supporting  your  application 
in  London. 

The  convention  instructed  the  committee  to  apply  for  the  interest 
and  countenance  of  all  the  great  Scots  people  now  in  London,  and 
particularly  for  that  of  the  representatives  of  the  burrows  in 
parliament,  for  obtaining  success  in  this  affair,  wherein  the  trade  and 
police  of  this  country  are  so  gi'eatly  interested. 

Yow  will  therefor  apply  in  name  of  the  convention  to  the  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  whose  names  are  subjoin'd,  and  to  any  others  who  yow 
think  can  be  usefull  to  yow. 
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This  affair  was  already  recommended  by  the  convention  at  their  Edikburgh. 

,  •   ■  ,r  •     L    •         j  i    3  March  1762. 

last   meeting   m    the   strongest   manner  to  his    Majesty  s    advocat    and 

George  Dempster,  Esqr.,  who  are  members  of  the  burrows,  as  it  is 
by  the  city  of  Edinburgh  to  James  Coutts,  Esqr.,  their  representative, 
upon  the  favour  and  assistance  of  which  gentlemen  the  convention 
greatly  depend. 

Yow  will  also  apply  to  any  of  the  Scots  merchants  in  London  who 
can  be  useful]  to  yow,  but  particularly  to  Messrs  Adam  Fairholm,  John 
Fordyce,  William  Tod,  &  to  Mr  Samuell  Garbet,  whose  particular 
assistance  and  freindship  in  this  matter  the  committee  depend  on 
much,  and  it's  recommended  to  yow  to  take  their  oppinion  and  advice 
upon  any  difficultys  that  may  occur  in  this  affair. 

As  to  the  extension  of  the  dayly  posts  into  Scotland,  nothing  more 
occurs  to  the  committee,  but  to  make  the  request,  and  if  it's  granted,  that 
the  setting  of  the  dispatches  from  Edinbr.  to  the  country  should  be  made 
with  advice  of  the  convention. 

In  regaurd  to  the  allowance  to  the  postmasters  and  the  preserving 
of  the  establishment  of  the  inland  posts  in  its  full  vigour,  they  are  so 
plain  and  obvious  that  nothing  seems  necessary  but  to  obtain  the 
propper  powers  and  instructions  to  the  deputy  postmaster  general  here 
about  them,  only  if  it  should  be  mention'd  that  the  four  hours'  interval] 
between  the  arrival  of  the  south  and  dispatch  of  the  inland  maills  from 
Edinbr.  may  be  taken  away,  you  will  answer  that  is  by  no  means  desired, 
nor  can  it  be  done  without  much  inconvenience  to  town  and  country,  & 
if  it  could  be  afforded,  more  time  is  even  necessary,  as  at  present  after 
sorting  the  letters,  &ca.,  there  is  scarcely  one  effective  hour. 

If  it  should  be  said  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  so  early  an 
arrival  of  the  inland  maills  at  Edinbr.  as  the  times  advertised,  yow 
will  answer  that  they  are  absolutely  necessary  for  accomodating  the 
bussines  of  the  country  as  well  as  of  the  town,  because  the  courts, 
the  boards  of  customs,  excise,  &ca.,  sit  only  in  the  forenoons,  and  the 
banks  shutt  on  Saturnday  at  mid-day,  besides  letters  should  always  be 
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Edinburgh,     deliver'd  before  change  time,  and  the  distance  from  the  port  of  Leith, 
1   and  the  great  time  it  takes  to  distribut   letters  there  and  in  the  suburbs, 
makes  an  early  arrival  of  the  inland  maills  in   Edinburgh   absolutely 
necessaiy. 

In  regard  to  the  cheif  object  of  your  bussiness,  vizt.,  the  shortning 
the  course  between  London  and  Edinburgh,  yow  are  to  be  at  all  possible 
pains  and  take  every  method  for  obtaining  the  same,  as  it  is  the 
foundation  upon  which  alone  any  propper  improvement  of  the  posts 
in  North  Britain  can  be  established. 

The  convention  expect,  if  possible,  that  some  favour  be  granted 
in  the  dispatch  of  the  north  maill  from  London,  as  it  has  much  the 
largest  course  of  any  of  the  gTeat  maills  to  make,  that  is,  yow  are  to  try 
to  get  it  dispatcht  as  soon  after  12  o'clock  from  London  as  possible  tho' 
this  should  be  attended  with  some  expence,  it  being  hoped  that  an  hour 
at  least  may  be  generally  saved  by  this  means ;  they  wish  also  that  it 
were  an  express  maill  as  far  as  Huntington  or  Caxton,  that  is,  not  to 
stop  for  the  recept  or  delivery  of  baggs  or  letters  within  that  distance, 
as  they  suppose  it  moves  verry  slowly,  and  there  are  great  delays  on  the 
stages  nearest  London  ;  if  yow  could  get  leave  to  inspect  the  way  bills 
between  London  &  York,  yow  will  be  able  to  speak  with  more  certainty 
on  this  head,  and  it  is  of  great  importance  for  yow  to  get  the  advice 
and  assistance  of  the  gentlemen  about  the  office  to  point  out  any  savings 
that  can  be  made  between  London  and  York,  or  indeed  upon  the  whole 
course. 

They  further  suppose  that  the  maill  should  not  stop  above  five 
minuts  at  any  place  other  than  centres  upon  the  road,  and  that  the 
time  taken  at  the  centres  should  be  as  short  as  possible,  seing  there 
is  such  great  necessity  for  more  time  at  the  end  of  the  stage. 

If  it  should  be  objected  to  yow  that  bringing  the  maill  through 
Wetherby  and  Burrowbridge  will  not  answer  the  end,  yow  can  say  that 
it  certainly  will,  as  it  formerly  came  in  here  so  early  when  it  was 
propperly   rode,  tho'  there   was    12   miles   more  to  travell  at  that  time 
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and    an    hour    more    taken    at    Berwick.       Upon   this   head  yow    will   Edinikkoh. 

represent  that  the  mail  can  undoubtedly  be  conveyed  5  miles  an  hour, 

as  every  common  traveller  goes  as  quickly,  indeed  this  will  be  difficult 

unless  a  reasonable  allowance  is  given  the  contracters,  some  of  which,  if 

the  convention  are  not  misinform 'd,  have  only  *  a  mile,  which 

seems  quite  unequal    to   the   service   and   ought   to   be    augmented,   at 

least    the    convention    expect    that    the    king's    mail    should    make    as 

much  expedition  as  other  travellers  doe  ;    if  it  is  said  that  bringing  it 

by  the  new  road  through  Coldstream   will  answer  the  end,  yow  will 

say  that  yow  are   not  instructed  on  that  head,  that  the  compleating 

of  this  road,  bridges,  &,  is  still  distant,  and  it  will  be  but  an  uncertain 

road  in  the  winter  season,  besides  being  attended  with  the  charge  of  a 

new  erection  for  the  coast  road,  but  at  any  rate   the   convention  will 

never  be  satisfyed  till  their  letters  goe  &  come  the  straight  course  every 

where  on  the  whole  course,  and  particularly  between  Ferrybridge  and 

Northallertoun. 

If  it  is  objected  that  by  detaining  the  maills  here  till  10  o'cloak  at 
night  there  will  be  danger  of  their  not  arriving  at  Ferrybridge  in 
propper  time,  and  that  this  may  occasion  much  expence  in  expresses, 
yow  can  easily  shew  the  contrary  by  calculation,  especially  as  the  maills 
are  much  lighter  in  going  up  than  in  comeing  down,  besides  it  is 
probable  the  convention  might  defray  the  cost  of  such  expresses  if 
needfull  themselves  rather  as  continue  under  the  present  great  in- 
conveniencys  of  the  posts,  tho'  the  committee  have  no  authority 
positively  to  say  so. 

If  it  be  said  that  the  establishment  of  the  dayly  post  will  be  a 
great  releif  to  the  city  of  Edinbr.,  and  that  upon  their  being  granted  the 
mails  may  continue  to  pass  through  York,  yow  will  answer  that  the 
Saturnday's  post  will  have  no  releif  by  the  dayly  post,  as  there  will 
probably  be  no  dispatch  from  hence  on  Sunday,  nor  can  any  bussiness 
be  done  that  day,   and  the  letters    wrote  from  hence  on    Tuesday    or 

*  Left  blank  in  manuscript. 
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Edinburgh.  Wednesday  will  miss  the  forreign  and  Irish  maills  dispatched  outwards 
from  London  on  Friday  which  the  Munday's  letters  would  have  reacht, 
besides  that  the  inland  correspondence  of  Scotland  can  never  be  put  on 
a  propper  footing  without  an  earlier  arrival  of  the  London  maills  at 
Edinbr.,  and  it  would  be  verry  absurd  to  make  every  dayly  post  day 
between  London  and  Edinbr.  twenty-four  hours  later  than  the  distance 
will  admit  of. 

Upon  the  whole,  after  trying  all  the  methods  possible  to  obtain  what 
is  desired,  if  yow  find  that  the  cheif  point  will  not  be  granted,  it  maj^  be 
propper  that  yow,  or  rather  some  of  our  great  folk,  signify  in  the  most 
respectfull  manner  to  the  postmaster  general  that  neither  the  general 
convention  nor  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  will  ever  be  satisfy 'd  till  the 
maills  be  conveyed  by  the  streight  course  and  with  more  expedition 
between  London  &  Edinbr.,  and  that  the}^  will  assuredly  complain 
afterwards  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  have  a  bill  brought  in  there 
for  obtaining  what  is  proposed,  and  for  having  the  maill  convey 'd  at  the 
rate  of  five  miles  an  hour  upon  every  great  road,  whatever  the  expence 
to  the  revenue  may  be,  as  the  thing  is  easie  to  be  done,  and  performed 
every  day  in  common  traveling ;  the  convention  also  think  it  highly 
reasonable  and  propper  in  every  respect  that  it  should  be  so,  especially 
as  the  rate  of  inland  postages  in  Britain  are  much  higher  than  in  any 
other  country  of  the  world,  and  the  revenue  ariseing  from  thence  verry 
large. 

The  committee  recommend  to  yow  to  be  as  frugal  in  your  expence 
as  possible,  but  at  the  same  not  to  spare  any  reasonable  expence  that  is 
absolutely  necessary,  and  to  correspond  with  the  preses  of  the  annual 
committee  while  yow  remain  at  London. 

Sign'd  in  name  and  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  annual  committee 
of  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland, 
at  Edr.,  the  3d  March  1762,  by  Gilb.  Laurie,  preses. 
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Follows  the  Memorial  to  which  the  foregoing  Instructions  referr.         Edinburgh. 

&        to  3  March  176-2. 

Memorial  for  the  Annual  General  Convention  of  the  Royal  Burrows       Memorial 

u  anent  the 

of  Scotland  to  the  Rt.  Honble.  his  Majesty's  Postmaster  General.  posts  given 

to  the  agent 

The  convention  observing  that  his  Majesty's  postmaster  general  had  ''elative  to 

^  ■>       j      i  o  n]S  instruc- 

been  pleased  for  the  improvement  of  correspondance  to  extend  the  dayly  tions. 
posts  to  &  from  London  on  the  north  road,  as  far  as  Newcastle  on  the 
east  and  Carlisle  on  the  west,  doe  request  that  he  would  be  pleased 
also  to  extend  the  said  dayly  posts  from  Newcastle  through  Edinburgh 
into  Scotland,  as  far  as  Aberdeen  on  the  north  and  Glasgow  and 
Greenock  on  the  west  road,  as  also  from  Carlisle  to  Dumfreise ;  which 
extension  the  convention  are  perswaded  will  be  of  great  use  to  trade  and 
correspondance,  and  also  improve  the  revenue  of  the  posts  and  of  the 
stampt  and  paper  duties.  But  previous  to  this  extension,  and  without 
which  indeed  it  would  be  of  little  benefit,  they  must  propose  several 
amendments  in  the  present  com-se  of  the  maills  which  are  still  more 
necessary  and  of  more  importance  to  correspondance  and  to  the  revenue. 

When  the  committee  of  the  convention  applied,  some  years  ago,  for 
that  great  alteration  in  the  course  of  the  maills  between  Edinburgh  & 
London,  by  which  there  is  now  a  saving  of  two  days  in  the  course  to 
London,  they  represented  that  this  change  would  never  be  generally 
usefull  to  trade,  or  benehciall  for  improveing  the  revenue,  unless  the 
maills  were  brought  by  the  shortest  and  most  direct  road  from  London 
to  Edinburgh,  soe  as  to  arive  here  in  the  mornings  or  forenoons  of  the 
respective  days,  that  the  letters  might  be  sorted  and  destributed  before 
change  hours,  nor  unless  an  intervall  was  allowed  till  ten  at  night 
before  the  maills  were  dispatched  again  to  London,  as  without  this  there 
would  not  be  left  a  reasonable  time  for  answering  letters. 

His  Majesty's  postmaster  general  seem'd  then  of  the  same  oppinion, 
but  imagined  the  alteration  of  conveying  the  maills  by  Thirsk,  instead  of 
Burrowbridge,  would  shorten  the  course  and  bring  in  the  maills  to  Edin- 
burgh on  the  respective  forenoons,  and  he  desired  a  tryal  to  be  made  of 
dispatching  at  eight  on  the  respective  nights,  and  if,  after  experience 
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Edinburgh. 
3  March  176-2. 
Memorial 
anent the 
posts  given 
to  the  agent 
relative  to 
his  instruc- 
tions. 


thereof,  any  alterations  were  found  necessary,  they  would  be  granted,  if 
practicable. 

Experience  has  now  shown  that  the  alteration  of  sending  tbe  maill 
through  Thirsk  has  done  no  service,  but  rather  hurt,  especially  in 
winter,  and  the  inconveniencies  by  the  late  arrival  of  the  maills  at 
Edinburgh,  and  by  their  being  so  early  dispatched  again,  are  verry 
hurtfull  to  the  whole  country,  and  over  ballance  as  to  this  city  any 
advantage  reaped  from  the  alteration  of  shortning  the  course  upwards 
two  days. 

The  maills  are  at  present  dispatched  from  Edinburgh  for  London  on 
Munday,  Thursday,  and  Saturnday  nights  at  eight  precisely,  and  the 
office  is  ordered  to  be  shutt  at  seven  o'clock ;  the  maills  from  London 
arrive  at  Edinburgh  on  Mundays,  Wednesdays,  and  Saturdays  for  at 
least  one  half  of  the  year  from  six  to  eight  or  nine,  and  sometimes  not 
till  ten  or  eleven  at  night  or  later ;  it  generally  requires  two  hours  for 
sorting  the  letters  from  London,  and  about  four  hours  for  destributing 
them,  even  within  the  walls,  by  carryers,  soe  that  when  the  maills 
arrive  later  than  four  or  five  at  night,  no  letters  can  be  answer'd  on  the 
Mundays  or  Saturdays,  even  by  those  who  live  nearest  the  office  and 
call  for  their  letters;  and  as  to  the  rest  of  the  city,  the  suburbs,  and 
Leith,  the  opportunity  of  answering  is  lost  when  the  maill  does  not 
arive  several  hours  sooner,  thus  the  letters  that  come  on  Saturnday  can 
only  be  answered  on  Munday,  those  that  come  on  Munday  and 
Wednesday  are  answered  together  on  Thursday,  and  by  the  Saturnday 's 
post  there  are  no  letters  whatever  to  be  answered  from  Edinbr.  to  the 
south. 

The  correspondence  of  Edinburgh  with  the  south,  which  to  us  is 
of  the  highest  importance,  is  thus  on  the  most  inconvenient  footing  that 
can  be  imagined.  For  example,  a  letter  from  Hadington  or  Dumbar, 
the  nearest  stages,  at  only  twelve  or  twenty  miles  distance,  wrote  on 
Saturnday  cannot  have  an  answer  till  Tuesday  morning  from  Edinbr., 
nor  one  wrote  on  Munday  till  Friday,  which  is  in  three  or  four 
days  thereafter,  the  returns  of  letters  between  London  and  Edinburgh, 
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which  ought  to  be  in  eight  days,  are  by  this  means  made  ten  or  eleven   Edinburgh. 
days,  and  the  returns  with  all  other  stages  nearer  or  furder  distant  from   Memorial — 

Edinburgh  are  in  proportion  ;  soe  that  upon  the  whole,  while  almost  every  anent  the 

•      -r.  T     • i  i  j     Posts  £iven 

smal  town  in  Britain  has  three  regular  posts,  and  much  the  greatest  to  the  agent 

part  of  them  have  now  six    posts    weekly  with    London,    the    city  of  ^^8^°. 

Edinburgh,  the  second  office  in  the  kingdom,  and  declared  by  the  act  tions. 

9th  of  Queen    Ann,   for    establishing   the    posts,  to    be  the  only    cheif 

letter  office  in  Britain  except  the  general  one  in  London,  has  in  effect 

only  two  posts  weekly  for  answering  letters  to  England  and  all  parts 

abroad. 

Further,  the  inland  posts  of  this  country,  which  are  commonly 
dispatched  from  Edinbr.  at  nine  o'clock  of  the  respective  nights  on 
which  the  London  niaill  arrives,  are  verry  propperly  ordered  never  to  set 
out  till  four  hours  after  the  arrival  of  the  south  maill,  soe  when  that  maill 
is  late  of  ariveing  it  occasions  a  derangement  of  the  whole  system  of  the 
country  posts,  and  by  their  being  dispatched  sometimes  four,  five,  or  six 
hours  later  than  usual,  they  arrive  proportionally  late  every  where, 
which  shortens  the  time  for  writing  letters  att  all  stages,  and  loses  it  for 
a  post  at  many  of  them. 

The  inconveniencys  &  hurt  to  trade  and  correspondence  in  all  parts 
of  North  Britain  by  this  late  arrival  of  the  south  mail  are  glaring  & 
obvious,  and  the  convention  is  well  convinced  that  his  Majesty's  revenue 
in  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  by  lessening  the  number  of  letters 
that  would  otherways  be  wrote  or  sent  by  the  post,  suffers  also  a  verry 
considerable  loss  yearly. 

The  only  remedy  for  these  evils  is  to  bring  the  south  maills  to 
Edinburgh  in  the  mornings  of  the  respective  days,  soe  as  the  letters  may 
be  sorted  &  given  out  before  change  hours,  and  to  extend  the  time  of 
their  departure,  at  least  on  the  Mundays  and  Saturndays,  to  ten  at  night. 
The  mails  might  arive  in  due  time,  without  any  change  or  alteration  in 
the  present  arangement,  if  it  was  possible  to  keep  those  concern'd  in  the 
rideing  and  dispatching  work  to  their  duty  —  experience  has  shown 
that  it  is  practicable,  seing,  after  complaints  from  Edinbr.  of  the  late 
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Edinburgh,     arrival  of  the  London  mail,  such  orders  have  been  given  bv  his  Maiestv's 

* i  a  r       t    i  **co  *         ** 

Memorial  postmaster  general  that  the  maills  have  arrived  here,  particularly  in  the 
anentthe  winters  1750  and  1751,  from  nine  to  twelve  at  noon,  and  never  later 
to  the  agent  than  two  or  four  afternoon  ;  and  this,  it  may  be  observed,  was  before  the 
his  inltrac-  alteration  of  sending  the  mail  through  Thirsk,  and  at  a  time  when  the 
tions.  roads  were  worse,  and  the  postmaster  of  Berwick  took  two  hours  for  the 

dispatch  of  his  centre  bussines  which  is  now  done  in  one  hour  ;  but  as 
those  concern'd  in  conveying  and  dispatching  the  maill  are  too  apt  to 
relax  and  fall  back  in  their  duty,  the  memorialists,  unable  to  bear  so 
great  a  hurt  to  their  trade,  and  unwilling  to  put  his  Majesty's  post- 
master general  to  the  trouble  of  constant  applications,  doe  request  to 
have  this  important  matter  put  upon  a  solide  and  durable  footing,  by 
applying  remedies  that  will  be  effectual  and  lasting. 

It  is  probable  that  considerable  savings  of  time  may  be  made  in  the 
course  of  the  mails  south  of  Ferrybridge,  and  some  what  even  in  the 
dispatch  from  London,  of  which  the  gentlemen  about  the  office  must  be 
the  best  judges;  and  it  is  intreated  that  they  may  be  directed  to 
consider  this  carefully,  and  also  to  suggest  what  may  occur  further 
to  them,  through  the  whole  course,  for  obtaining  this  desireable  end. 
The  convention,  in  the  meantime,  propose  that  the  mail!  from 
London  when  it  comes  to  Ferrybridge  shall  divide,  the  Scotch  and 
Newcastle  mail  shall  proceed  by  the  direct  and  natural  course,  which 
all  expresses  and  travellers  take,  through  Wetherby  and  Burrowbridge 
to  Northallerton,  and  the  maill  for  York  and  the  adjoining  east  parts  of 
the  country  to  proceed  by  Tadcaster  to  York,  where,  by  being  much 
lighter,  it  will  arrive  sooner  than  at  present ;  that  the  maill  in  returning 
from  Newcastle  to  London  shall  proceed  also  directly  from  Northallerton 
through  Burrowbridge  and  Wetherby  to  Ferrybridge,  without  turning 
aside  to  York. 

That  in  place  of  the  centre  of  York,  a  new  one  be  established  at 
some  place  the  most  convenient  between  Northallerton  &  Ferrybridge 
for  the  road  letters  which  pass  through  that  channel ;  by  this  change 
alone  about  four  hours  will  be  gained  in  the  course  down,  and  as  much 
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in  the  going  up,  for  there   will   be  saved  in  the  distance  six  or  eight  Edinburgh. 

measured  miles,  besides  the   stops  at    two  additional  offices  ;    the  time  Memorial — 

needfull  for  the  present  centre  bussines  at  York  will  be  also  divided,  and   anent  the 

•hi  11  •  •  posts  given 

there  will  be  a  much  better  road  in  the  winter.  to  the  agent 

It  is  further  proposed  that  the  maills  shall  not  be  dispatched  from  his^struc- 
Edinburgh  till  ten  o'clock  on  the  respective  nights  for  London,  in  place  fcions. 
of  eight  at  present:  that  the  fixed  hour  also  of  dispatch  at  eight  from 
Newcastle  to  London  be  varied,  and  the  maill  to  set  out  from  that  place 
no  sooner  than  the  Edinbr.  maill  arives,  and  never  before  ten  at  night. 
'Phis  will  leave  more  time  for  answering  letters  at  Newcastle  and  all 
other  places  on  the  road,  and  the  maills  by  the  above  alteration,  and  by 
saving  the  waist  time  in  making  the  circuit  of  York,  &rca.,  will  arrive 
as  soon,  or  earlier,  at  Ferrybridge  than  at  present. 

The  only  objection  to  this  is  that  it  might  possibly,  at  some  times, 
occasion  the  maill  to  arive  at  London  later  than  usual,  to  prevent  which 
effectually,  a  fixed  hour  for  the  dispatch  of  the  maill  from  Ferrybridge, 
not  later  than  what  it  is  generally  at  present,  should  be  established  ;  and 
if  by  any  accident  the  Newcastle  maill  should  be  too  late  of  arriving 
to  answer  the  fixed  hour  at  Ferrybridge,  that  it  should  be  forwarded 
by  express  till  it  overtakes  the  other  maill ;  this  can  be  done  with  more 
certainty  and  at  less  expence  than  the  forwarding  of  the  Edinbr.  maill 
from  Newcastle  by  express,  which  is  done  at  present  when  it  arrives  at 
that  place  too  late  for  the  fixed  hour  there,  and  that  expence  for  the 
future  will  become  unnecessary. 

That  the  postmasters  at  the  different  stages  on  the  whole  road, 
in  going  up  and  coming  down,  be  not  allowed  to  take  any  more  time 
than  is  absolutely  necessary  for  dispatching  the  maills  at  their  different 
offices,  and  that  the  contractors  be  oblidged  to  convey  the  maills  five 
computed  miles  an  hour,  according  to  their  articles  ;  and  if  the  allowance 
they  have  at  present  bee  too  srr.al  for  their  rideing  work,  that  as  the 
revenue  is  dayly  increasing,  this  allowance  be  augmented  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  furnish  propper  horses,  &ca.,  and  to  give  such  attention 
and  dispatch  as  so  important  a  service  requires. 
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Edinburgh. 
3  March  1762. 
Memorial 
anent  the 
posts  given 
to  the  agent 
relative  to 
his  instruc- 
tions. 


It  is  well  known  at  present  what  shameful  1  delays  are  made  by 
most  of  the  postmasters  in  dispatching  the  maill,  the  bad  &  lame  horses 
imployed  by  many  of  the  contractors  for  conveying  it,  some  of  which 
may  not  be  worth  10  shillings  or  20  shillings  a  peice,  soe  that  they 
scarcely  even  go  at  a  trot,  and  every  common  traveller  passes  the  king's 
mail  on  the  first  road  of  the  kingdom  ;  nay,  the  negligence  in  this  part  of 
the  duty  is  so  gross  that,  as  we  are  informed,  at  some  stages  instead  of 
having  horses  ready  saddled  for  conveying  the  maill,  as  they  ought  to 
be,  they  are  imploy'd  at  other  work  in  the  feilds  when  it  arives ;  some 
times  to  save  a  hire  the  maill  has  been  conveyed  on  the  back  of  post 
chaises  hired  by  travellers,  and  where  carriages  are  used,  luggage  and 
passengers  have  at  times  been  taken  in  with  it ;  these  things  are  verry 
impropper  in  a  commerciall  country,  especially  on  a  road  where,  at  the 
end  of  the  stage,  there  is  such  an  apparent  necessity  for  more  time,  and 
the  convention  hope  that  his  Majesty's  postmaster  general  will  cause  the 
necessary  inquiries  to  be  made  therein,  and  apply  the  propper  remedys. 

But  in  order  to  prevent  any  new  falling  of  or  negligence  in  the 
riding  or  dispatching  work  for  the  future,  it  is  furder  proposed  and 
thought  absolutely  necessary  that  one  single  way  bill  or  parchment  shall 
come  quite  through  from  London  to  Edinburgh  and  return  in  the  same 
manner,  by  which  means  the  propper  officers  at  both  places  will,  upon 
inspection,  immediatly  see  where  there  is  any  defect  in  the  rideing  or 
dispatching  work  on  the  whole  course ;  and  they  should  be  directed 
carefully  to  look  into  this  way  bill  and  to  remedy  any  defect  by 
suspending  or  otherways  punishing  the  offenders  immediatly  without 
favour  or  delay. 

The  memorialists  doubt  not  but  by  these  alterations  the  mail  Is  may 
arive  at  Edinburgh  in  the  mornings  or  before  noon  of  the  present 
respective  days,  even  in  winter,  and  so  leave  some  reasonable  time  for 
answering  letters  on  the  Mundays  and  Saturdays  before  ten  at  night, 
the  proposed  hour  of  dispatch.  The  arrival  of  the  London  maills  in  this 
manner  will  also  secure  an  early  and  uniform  dispatch  of  all  the  inland 
maills  from  Edinburgh,  which  is  at  present  late  and  irregular,  and  must 
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always  remain  so  while  the  London  maill  is  too  late  of  arriveing.     The   Edinburgh. 

.         ,       3  March  \1\Y>. 

revenue  will  also  be  undoubtedly  increased  by  this  alteration,  as  it  will    Memorial 

give  so  much   more  time  for  answering  and  writing  letters  at  all  the  anent  the 
0  .  posts  given 

post  offices  between  the  Orkneys  and  Ferrybridge.  to  the  agent 

relative  to 

The  inland  maills  of  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  which  were  regulated  his  instruc- 

r#  °  &  tions. 

verry  propperly  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  convention  by  Mr  Wilson, 
the  surveyor,  in  the  year  1760,  have  gone  quite  into  disorder  already; 
they  arrive  out  of  all  course  at  the  different  places  of  the  country  even 
when  they  are  dispatch'd  from  Edinbr.  at  the  fixed  hours.  Those  from 
the  north  and  west  to  Edinburgh,  which  were  ordered  and  did  arrive  at 
first  from  five  to  six  and  seven  in  the  mornings  of  the  respective  post 
days,  are  now  fallen  back,  the  west  maill  to  nine  and  often  later.  The 
Glasgow  express  mail,  which  by  the  establishment  should  arrive  on 
Mundays  about  six,  does  seldom  come  now  till  seven  at  night  or  later, 
which  is  extremely  inconvenient,  by  falling  at  a  time  when  the  office  is 
shutt  for  the  dispatch  of  the  London  maill,  soe  that  no  letters  can  be 
given  out  nor  can  any  thing  be  wrote  from  Edinburgh  to  the  south  in 
consequence  of  advices  by  that  post ;  but  the  north  maill  in  particular  is 
altogether  irregular,  the  way  bills  are  often  destroyed  on  the  road  and 
pretended  to  be  lost,  it  seldom  arrives  in  winter  before  twelve,  often  not 
till  the  afternoons  after  all  publick  offices  are  shutt,  and  sometimes  even 
so  late  as  to  miss  the  London  maill  outward  ;  by  which  means  the  post 
has  not  only  been  lost  as  to  this  city,  but  all  the  letters  of  this  country 
north  of  Edinburgh  for  the  south  have  lain  two  or  three  days  here  till 
the  dispatch  of  the  next  maill. 

These  circumstances  in  regaurd  to  the  inland  posts  are  verry 
hurtfull  to  trade  and  correspondance,  and  also  to  the  revenue,  by 
shortening  the  time  every  where  for  writing  of  letters :  the  con- 
vention cannot  say  with  certainty  whence  they  proceed,  but  it  is 
generally  thought  to  be  owing  to  the  scanty  allowance  given  to 
some  of  the  postmasters  and  contractors  for  riding,  especially  on  the 
north    road,    to    great   negligence   in   conveying  the   maills  across   the 
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Edinburgh 

3  March!  762. 
Memorial 
anent  the 
posts  given 
to  the  agent 
relative  to 
his  instruc- 
tions. 


Forth  at  Queensferry,  and  to  the  permitting  the  maills  on  the  north 
road  to  and  from  some  stages  for  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  English  miles 
of  deep  road  upon  one  horse. 

The  maill,  indeed,  continues  to  be  regularly  dispatched  from  Aber- 
deen at  such  hours  as  were  verry  properly  fixed  by  the  surveyor,  and  are 
sufficient  to  enable  it  to  arrive  easily  in  Edinburgh  at  the  time  proposed 
even  in  winter ;  but  it  is  certain  that  at  some  stages  between  that  place 
and  Edinburgh,  particularly  at  Dundee  &  Bervy,  the  maill  verry 
frequently  lyes  in  winter  two,  four,  six,  nay,  often  ten  hours  for  want 
of  a  horse  to  convey  it  to  the  next  stage ;  and  when  the  deputy  post- 
master general  or  his  officers  here  have  been  desired  to  remedy  this  by 
ordering  a  fresh  horse,  at  the  expence  of  two  or  three  shillings,  to  be 
imployed  for  carrying  the  maill  at  times  when  it  was  needfull  to  the 
next  stage,  they  have  declined  making  any  alteration  in  an  establish- 
ment so  recently  made. 

Repeated  applications  have  also  come  from  various  burrows  to  the 
convention  desireing  them  to  represent  in  the  most  respectful  1  manner 
to  his  Majesty's  postmaster  general  that  by  a  late  and  verry  proper 
regulation,  which  is  greatly  beneficiall  to  the  revenue,  of  annexing  to 
the  publick  the  road  or  by -letters  within  Scotland  formerly  the 
perquisite  of  the  postmasters,  &  by  lessening  their  salaries,  &ca.,  the 
income  of  a  great  many  of  them  is  so  much  diminished,  while  at  the 
same  time  their  work  and  duty  is  greatly  increased  by  the  new 
arrangements  and  additional  post  day,  that  some  of  them  have  been 
oblidged  to  throw  up  their  offices  and  others  are  likly  to  follow  their 
example,  soe  that  it  is  to  be  feared  that  propper  persons  of  sufficient 
abilities  and  character  may  not  be  found  to  supply  their  places,  unless 
a  reasonable  reward  be  given  for  their  labour.  As  this  matter  greatly 
concerns  the  trade  of  the  country,  the  convention  hope  that  his 
Majesty's  postmaster  general  will  be  pleased  to  cause  an  inquiry  to 
be  made  into  it,  and  to  give  such  releif  as  to  him  may  seem  reasonable. 

The  situation  of  North  Britain  is  verry  remote  from  the  metropolis 
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and  from  all  other  parts  of  the  commercial  world.     Its  correspondence  Edinburgh. 

also  by  post  with  the  south   &   west  parts  of   En  "land,   the  south  of  ^ j^ — '■ 

Ireland,  and   all    parts    abroad    is,  and    must    be,  through  the   city   of  anent  the 

London ;  and  all  the  inland  as  well  as  forreign  Scots  letters  in  passing  to  the  agent 

through  that  city  doe  often  of  necessity  lye  at  the  office  there  a  day,  ''^ative  to 

.  Ins  nistruc- 

sometimes    a   day   and   a   half,    or   more,    ere   they   can    be   dispatched,   tions. 

This   particularity  of  situation  and  circumstances  demands  uncommon 

or  even  artificial  helps  to  correspondance  ;    and  particularly  it  requires 

the   utmost   attention   to  the   cheif   and   most   essential    points   of  this 

memorial, — vizt.,  the    shortening    and    expediting   the    course    between 

London    and    Edinburgh,    without    which    no    proper    improvement    of 

the  posts  in  North  Britain  can  ever  be  made. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  convention  apprehend  it  is  highly  reasonable 
that  from  the  time  these  letters  are  dispatched  from  London  they  ought 
to  be  conveyed  with  the  utmost  expedition  and  by  the  most  direct  & 
streight  course  that  can  be  devised  to  Edinburgh,  the  only  other  cheif 
letter  office  in  Britain,  where  there  is  evidently  the  greatest  necessity  for 
more  time  to  accomodat  that  city  and  all  other  parts  of  Scotland  :  and 
they  are  perswaded  that  no  real  or  imaginary  convenience  to  any  place 
on  the  road,  nor  the  requisit  expence,  if  any  be  necessary,  of  establishing 
a  new  centre  in  place  of  York,  nor  any  other  reason  which  they  can 
conceive,  ought  to  prevent  an  improvement  so  absolutely  necessary  and 
so  beneficiall  as  well  to  the  revenue  of  the  posts  as  to  the  trade  and 
police  of  the  whole  United  Kingdom. 

The  convention  therefor  request  that  his  Majesties  postmaster 
general  may  take  these  matters  into  his  serious  consideration  and  give 
all  possible  releif,  particularly — 

lmo.  That  he  would  be  pleased  to  extend  the  dayly  post  from 
Newcastle  by  Edinbr.  as  far  as  Aberdeen  noithwards,  and 
as  far  as  Greenock  through  Glasgow  westwards,  and  also 
from  Carlyle  to  Dumfreise. 
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Edinburgh.  2do.  That    by    the    methods    above    proposed    of    shortening    the 

Memorial  course,  ameliorating  the  riding  and  dispatching  work,  and 

anent  the  }w  ordering  one  single  way  bill  to  be  carryed  quite  through 

posts  given  J  &  tiit  it- 

to  the  agent  between  London  &  Edinbr.,  and  by  such  additional  means  as 

hts^instruc-  ne   saa^   think  propper,  he   will    be   pleased  to  secure  the 

tions-  arrival  of  the  English  maill  at  Edinbr.  in  the  mornings  of 

the  respective  days  in  winter  as  well  as  summer,  and  that  it 

shall  not  be  dispatched  again  for  London  till  ten  o'clock  in 

the  usual  nights. 

Btio.  That  he  would  be  pleased  to  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  case  of  those  inferior  deputys  in  North  Britain  who 
complain  that  they  have  not  sufficient  appointments  and 
encouragment  to  enable  them  to  make  a  propper  discharge 
of  their  duty,  and  to  give  such  releif  therein  as  he  may 
judge  propper. 

A-f<>.  That  he  would  be  pleased  to  secure  the  excellent  arangment  of 
the  inland  posts  of  Scotland,  which  was  established  by  his 
order  and  published  in  the  Edinburgh  newspapers  of  the 
13th  of  May  17  GO,  and  that  the  deputy  postmaster  general 
at  Edinburgh  be  impower'd  to  lay  out  such  smal  sums  as 
may  occasionally  become  necessary  for  secureing  the  arrival 
of  the  maills  to  and  from  Edinburgh  in  terms  of  that 
establishment,  &  that  he  be  directed  to  see  that  all  persons 
concerned  in  sorting,  dispatching,  and  conveying  the  maills 
within  his  department,  and  especially  the  north  road,  shall 
execute  their  duty  propperly  for  the  future. 

Signed  in  name  and  by  appointment 
of  the  annual  committee  of  the  general 
convention,  sic  subtr., 

Gilbert  Laury,  preeses. 
Edinbr.,  Febry.  19th.  1762. 


presented. 
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5  March  1762.  Edinburgh. 

5  March  1762. 

Edinburgh,    Gilbert    Laurie,    preeses,    and    Patrick    Jamison,    late  Sederunt, 
conveener ;    Montrose,   Alexander   Scott ;    Anstruther   Wester,    William 
Nairn ;    Irving,    Robert    Reid ;     Dumfermling,     Alexr.     Hart ;     Annan, 
Mr  Willm.  Jobnstoun ;    North  Berwick,  William   Hogg. 

The   which  day   Mr  John  Gray,  writer  in  Edr.,  presented  to  the   Commission 

•      •  i  ■        tkt    ■  ir-  /-i  lx        t0  Provost 

committee    a    commission    granted    by    his    Majesty    King    George   the   Lind  to  be 
Third  in  favours  of  George  Lind,  Esqr.,  present  lord  provost  of  Edinbr.,   £°^Sa7e*ter 
bearing  date  at  St  James's,  the  twenty -sixth   day   of   February  iajvij   from  him 
&  and   sixty-two   years,  nominating,  constituting,  and   appointing  the 
said  George  Lind,  Esqr.,  to  be  conservator  of  the  Scots  priviledges  in  the 
Netherlands  in  place  of  Charles  Stewart,  Esqr.,  late  conservator,  deceast ; 
and  the  preeses  also  laid  before  the  committee  a  letter  directed  to  him  as 
preeses  from  the  said  George  Lind,  of  which  the  tenor  follows : — 

London,  February  27th,  1762. 

Dr.  Sir, — Friday  last  week  I  had  the  honour  to  kiss  his  Majesty's 
hand  upon  being  appointed  conservator.  My  commission,  I  beleive,  is 
now  sent  to  Edinbr.  in  order  to  pass  the  seals  there.  If  I  am  not 
mistaken  it's  usuall  for  the  conservator  named  by  the  king  to  get  also  a 
commission  from  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland,  and  as  yow  are  now 
preeses  in  their  meeting,  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  yow  to  call  a  meeting 
of  the  committee  that  my  commission  may  be  laid  befor  them.  I  have 
wrote  John  Gray  to  let  yow  know  when  it's  ready.  I  doe  not  think 
that  the  committee  will  give  any  commission,  I  must  delay  my  applica- 
tion for  that  till  the  annual  convention  meet  in  July  ;  in  the  mean  time 
I  should  be  verry  glad  to  have  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  burrows 
mentioning  that  his  Majesty's  commission  to  me  had  been  laid  before 
them,  and  signifying  their  approbation  of  me.  My  reason  for  asking 
this  is  that  I  have  some  thoughts  of  going  to  Campvere  before  I  return 
to  Edinbr.,  and  such  a  letter,  together  with  the  king's  commission,  could 
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Edinburgh. 
5  March  1762. 
Commission 
to  Provost 
Lind  to  be 
conservator, 
and  a  letter 
from  him 
presented. 


not  faill  of  having  a  propper  influence  with  the  magistrats  of  Campvere 
in  my  favour. 

I  rely  upon  your  f  reindship  in  this  matter,  and  hope  you'll  use  your 
intrest  with  the  other  gentlemen  to  grant  me  this  favour,  which  will  be 
verry  oblidging  to,  dr.  sr.,  your  most  obedient,  most  humble   servant, 

(Sic  subscribitur)     Geo.  Lind. 
To  Dean  of  Gild  Laury. 


Which  letter  and  commission  being  read  in  presence  of  the  com- 
mittee, they  appoint  the  said  commission  after  passing  the  sealls  to  be 
recorded  in  the  books  of  the  convention,  under  protestation  that  the 
same  should  not  be  prejudicial  to  any  right  which  the  convention  has  to 
nominat  and  appoint  a  conservator  of  their  priviledges,  and  referr  to 
the  next  general  convention  what  is  furder  necessary  concerning  the 
conservator  and  his  admission,  and  appoint  their  preeses  to  return  the 
following  answer  to  the  conservator's  letter : — 


Ansr.  to 
Provost 
Lind's  letter. 


Edr.,  5th  March  1762. 

My  lord, — Your  letter  of  the  27th  Ffebruary  last  directed  to  me  as 
preeses  of  the  annual  committee  of  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland  was 
this  day  ju-esented  to  them,  alongst  with  his  Majesty's  commission 
nominating  yow  to  be  conservator  of  the  priviledges  of  the  royal 
burrows  of  Scotland  in  the  Netherlands  in  place  of  Charles  Stuart, 
Esqr.,  deceased  ;  which  commission  the  committee  ordered  to  be 
recorded  in  the  same  manner  which  appear'd  from  the  inspection  of 
their  Records  to  be  done  in  former  cases. 

As  preeses  of  the  committee  I  am  directed  to  signify  to  yow  their 
having  done  so,  and  that  they  have  referr 'd  to  the  next  convention  what 
is  furder  necessary  to  be  done  in  that  matter,  as  it  appear'd  to  them 
that  the  convention  only  and  not  the  annual  committee  granted 
commissions  &  ascertain'd  the  establishment  of  former  conservators.— 
I  am,  &ca. 
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The   same   day  the  committee  having  considered   the  letter  from   Edinburgh. 
the  Earle  of    Hadingtoun  relating  to  an  application  to  parliament  for  mr-  — ; 
obtaining    a    militia    in    Scotland,    &    having     considered     the     former  sideration  of 
proceedings  of  the  committee  in  relation  to  this  affair,  21  Ffebry.  1760,  delayed, 
they    wei-e   of   oppinion    that   as   there   is   nothing   in    relation   to   that 
matter  which  at  present  requires  the  committee  to   make  application 
to  the  several   burroughs,  and  that  the  burroughs  have  been   already 
applyed  to  by  Lord  Hadingtoun  as  preeses  to  the  committee  of  noblemen 
and  gentlemen,  that  the  consideration  of  this  affair  may  be  delayed  till 
accounts  are  arrived  of  the  proceedings  in  parliament  with  regard  to 
that  matter,  and  recommended  to  the  preeses  to  call  an  other  meeting  if 
any  thing  should  occur  in  which  the  advice  of  the  committee  or  of  the 
burrows  may  seem  necessary. 

Follows  the  commission  in  favours  of  George  Lind,  Esqr., 
to  be  conservator. 

Georcnus  Dei  Gratia  Mag-nce  Britannia}  Francia?  et  Hiberniae  Rex  Commission 

fidei    defensor    Omnibus    probis    Hominibus    ad    quos    praesentes    litirse  Lju'f^qr 

nostra}    pervenerint    salutem,  Quandoquidem    Nos    Regio   nostro  animo  to  be  co"- 

st         .  .  servator 

perpendentes    Quod    per    decessum     Caroli     Stewart    Armigeri    Locum  recorded. 

Conservatoris  priviligiorum  Gentis  Scotia?  in  Belgia  et  ibidem  Residen- 

toris  pro  negotijs  Scotia?  in  nostris  manibus  et  ad  nostram  Donationem 

et  dispositionem  existere  Quumque  nobis   humillime  representatum  sit 

quod  Georgius  Lind  de  Edinburgo  armiger  est  persona  ad  exercendum 

Dictum  officium  Conservatoris  Gentis  Scotise  in  Belgia  usquequaque  sit 

instructus  Noveritis  igitur  nos  Nominasse  Constituisse  et  Ordinasse,  Sicuti 

nos  tenore  praesentium  Nominamus  Constituimus  et  Ordinamus  Dictum 

Georgium  Lind  duran  nostro  beneplacito  Conservatorem  Priviligiorum 

regalium  nostrorum    Burgorum  in   Scotia  apud    Campoveriam  aliosque 

Locos  in  Zelandia  vel  alibi  infra  unitas  provincias  Ac  etiam  Factorem 

et  Consulem  nostrum  pro  illis  ibidem  Dando  et  Concedendo  illi  praedicta 

Officia  Conservatoris  et  Ffactoris  aut  Consulis  ut  praidict  non  mmore 
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Commission 
to  George 
Lind,  Esqr.. 
to  be  con- 
servator 
recorded. 


Edinburgh,     authoritatis  privilegii  Juris  et  Libertatis  amplitudine  quam  quivis  alius 

5  March  1762.  i,  •  . 

Conservator  ullo  tempore  praetento  potitus  est  et  specialuii  cum  potestate 
illi  Dicto   Georgio  Lind    Deputatum   Unum   seu   plures   subse   in   Diet, 
officijs  (pro  quibus  respondebit)  Nominandi  et  Constituendi,  cum  Clericis 
Assessoribus    alijsque    curiae    membris    et    eosdem    ad    arbitrium    suum 
Locandi  et  Dernovendi,  et  cum  potestate  illi  diet  officijs  cum  omnibus 
Digniiatibus    Libertatibus    priviligijs   feodis   immunitatibus   et   casuali- 
tatibus    spectan    ad    idem    per    se    vel    Deputatos    suos    ut    prasdicitur 
utendi  et  exercendi,  perque  Factores  et  servos  suos  omnes  et  singulos 
census   et   emolumenta   ad    dicta    officia    pertinen    rogandi    Levandi    et 
recipiendi    Ac    etiam    cum    potestate    illi    vel    dictis    suis    Deputatos 
personas  capiendi  et  apprehendendi  et  bona  Delinquent]' um  distringendi 
et  vendendi   Mandamus  pariter  per  presentes  Mercatoribus  Factoribus 
Navarcijs   omnibusque   alijs   quorum   prtesentes   intersunt  vel   interesse 
poterint   ut   Dictum   Georgium    Lind   ejusque   Deputatos   in   fideli    diet 
officioruni   functione   omni   qua  par  est  reverentia  honore  respectu   et 
obedientia  persequantur  atque  ipsi  suisque  ejus  nomine  Deputatis  Factori- 
bus alijsve  omnia  Feoda  Census  et  emolumenta  ad  dicta  officia  pertinen 
sub  pena  et  prout  nobis  respondebunt  si  contrarium  fecerint  prompti 
et  grato  animo  persolvent.     Proviso  semper  quod  Diet.  Georgius  Lind  in 
bac    Commissione    fungendi    nullo    modo    cum   commercio    Subditorum 
Nostrorum    Angliae   immiscat  perque  praesentes  omnes  alias  donationes 
dictorum  officiorum  quibuscunque  alijs  personis  ante  datam  praesentium 
Revocamus    et    Determinamus    In   cujus    rei   testimonium   praesentibus 
Sigillum  nostrum  per  unionis  tractatum  custodiend,  et  in  Scotia  vice  et 
Loco   magni   Sigilli  ejusdem  utend  ordinat  appendi  mandavimus  apud 
aulam  nostrum  apud  St  James's  vigessimo  sexto  die  mensis  Februarij 
Anno  Domini  Millesimo  Septingentesimo  Sexagesimo  Secundo  Regnique 
nostri  anno  secundo. 

Per  Signaturam  Manu  S.D.N.  Regis  Suprascript. 

Written  to  the  Seal  and  registered  the  sixth  day  of  March  1762. 

(Sic  subtr.)     John  Russell,  dept. 
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Sealled  this  sixth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Edinburgh 

;>  Marcl)  1/62. 

sixty-two  years.  (Sic  subtr.)     Arch.  Campbell,  £80  Scots.  Commission 

to  George 
Edinbr.,  8th  March  1762,  enter'd  in  the  King's  Remembrancer's  office  Lind,  Esqr., 

in  Exchequer  in  absence  of  the  King's  Depty.  Remembrancer  by  senator 

(Sic  subscribitur)     Magnus  Henderson.  recorded. 

Eod.  die,  entered  in  the  Auditor's  office  in  the  Exchequer  pr. 
(Sic  subscribitur)     Will.  Alston,  dey.  auditor. 

6  May  1762. 

George    Lind,    Esqr.,    present    lord    provost    of     Edinbr.,    preeses ;  Sederunt. 
Edinburgh,  Gilbert  Laury,  d.g.,  and  Patrick  Jamison,  late  conveener ; 
Dysert,  George  Drummond  ;  Annan,  Mr  Willm.  Johnston  ;  Air,  Andrew 
Hunter  ;  Kirkaldie,  David  Flint ;  Lanerk,  William  Wilson  ;  Pittenweem, 
George  Chalmers  ;  Montrose,  Alexr.  Scott ;  Anstruther,  David  Loch. 

The  which  day  the  committee  elected  George  Lind,  Esqr.,  present  Preeses 
lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses. 

The  same  day  the  late  preeses,  Dean  of  Gild  Laury,  represented  to  Report  anent 
the  meeting  that  Mr  Alexr.  Gray,  the  burrows'  agent,  who  was  sent  to  (jray>*pr0. 
London  by  the  committee  upon  the  affair  of  the  posts,  had  been  verry  ceedings  in 

i  •  i  i       •  ,  i      ■      j i   ■      .i     ■  .    ,   .       the  affair  of 

diligent  and  assiduous  to  obtain  what  was  desired  in  their  memorial  m  the  posts, 
consequence  of  the  directions  of  the  general  convention ;  that  he  had 
from  first  to  last  been  greatly  assisted  therein  by  the  Rt.  Honble.  James 
Stewart  M'Kenzie,  Esqr.,  who  had  taken  very  great  pains  and  trouble  in 
the  affair,  and  that  by  his  means  he  had  assurances  given  him  by  the 
rt.  honble.  his  Majesty's  postmaster  general  that  the  requests  made  by 
the  committee  about  the  inland  posts  would  be  granted  to  their  satisfac- 
tion, and  that  a  propper  allowance  would  be  made  to  such  of  the  inferior 
postmasters  in  Scotland  as  had  not  an  adequat  reward  for  their  labour ; 
that  he  found  much  greater  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  other  two  points 
of  his  memorial — vizt.,  the  getting  of  the  maills  to  pass  and  repass  the 
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Edinburgh,  straight  course  between  London  and  Edinbr.  without  turning  aside  to 
Report  anent  York,  and  that  of  obtaining  dayly  posts  to  and  from  London  thro' 
Mr  Alexr.        Edinburgh  as  far  as  Aberdeen  and  Greenock,  but  he  gave  hopes  that 

Grav's  pro- 

ceeciings  in  if  the  committee  would  dispence  with  the  maills  continueing  to  go  round 
the  posts  °  ky  York,  that  the  dayly  posts  might  probably  be  obtain'd  ;  he  therefor 
desired  the  committee  might  deliberat  upon  this  affair  and  give  what 
furder  directions  they  thought  propper  to  Mr  Gray  thereon.  The  com- 
mittee having  maturely  considered  the  above  report,  doe  unanimously 
desire  the  lord  provost,  their  preeses,  to  write  a  letter  of  thanks  in  their 
name  to  Mr  M'Kenzie  for  the  good  services  he  has  been  pleased  to  doe 
the  country  and  the  state  of  burrows  in  this  affair,  of  which  they  have  a 
verry  just  and  gratefull  sense,  and  to  beg  a  continuance  of  his  good 
offices  therein  till  the  whole  is  propperly  settled  ;  and  in  regard  to  the 
affair  of  having  the  mails  not  sent  round  by  York,  they  are  of  oppinion 
that  this  was  the  cheif  object  of  the  convention  for  which  Mr  Gray  was 
sent  up,  and  upon  which  a  propper  disposition  of  the  posts  intirely 
depended  as  well  betwixt  Edinbr.  and  London  as  of  those  wtin.  Scotland, 
for  without  that  improvement  the  maills  could  not  arive  at  Edinbr. 
timeously  in  the  mornings  or  forenoons,  nor  could  the  hour  of  departure 
for  London  be  extended  to  ten  at  night,  both  were  absolutely  necessary  ; 
besides  that,  without  that  alteration  the  hours  of  dispatch  of  the  inland 
maills  from  Edinbr.  would  always  remain  late  &  uncertain  to  the  great 
hurt  of  the  whole  country,  that  the  dayly  posts  tho'  verry  desireable 
could  in  no  degree  be  so  usefull  as  the  other  for  the  reasons  above- 
mentioned,  &  because  they  only  regarded  such  particular  parts  of  the 
country  as  they  extended  to,  but  the  other  affected  all  parts  in  general, 
even  the  most  remote,  and  indeed  without  shortning  the  course  with 
London  the  dayly  posts  would  be  of  little  use,  as  for  above  |  of  the  year 
they  would  always  be  a  day  too  late,  sometimes  more,  for  the  purpose  of 
answering  letters  from  Edinbr.,  &  the  dispatches  of  the  maills  on  every 
day  of  the  week  from  that  city  to  the  country  would  continue  late  and 
uncertain.  The  committee  are  convinced  that  when  the  matter  is  fully 
examined  there  will  be  found  no  good  reason  why  the  maills  should  not 
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goe  &  come  the  straight  course,  and  that  it  is  easie  to  accomodat  the   Edinburgh. 

correspondence  or  every  part  ot    lorkshire  as  well  in  that  way  as  the  Re      t  anent 

present ;  they  are  sure  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  will  never  be  satisfy'd   Mr  Alexr. 

.  .  .  .  Gray  s  pro- 

till   the  maills  are  conveyed  by  the  direct  road   betwixt   London   and  ceedings  in 

Edinbr.,  and  apprehend  the  doing  so  is  a  peice  of  the  most  necessary  t^  "  ^  ° 

&  obvious  police  and  what  this  country  has  the  strongest  right  to,  as 

well  in  equity  as  in  the  spirit  and  words  of  the  statute  of  Ann  for 

establishing  the  posts. 

For  all  these  reasons,  and  to  prevent  the  trouble  &  expence  to  the 
convention  of  a  new  application  to  his  Majesty  or  the  House  of  Commons 
next  winter,  they  directed  the  preeses  to  instruct  Mr  Gray  to  use  his 
utmost  endeavours  at  present  with  the  right  honble.  his  Majesty's 
postmaster  general  for  having  the  course  made  straight  in  preference 
to  the  dayly  posts,  but  to  take  both  if  they  could  possibly  be  obtain'd ; 
and  that  if  the  dayly  posts  were  also  granted,  that  the  deputy  post- 
master general  here  should  be  desired  to  consult  with  the  convention 
about  the  propper  distribution  of  them  to  and  from  Edinburgh  with  the 
country  soe  as  best  to  accomodat  trade  and  correspondance  in  general. 

And  in  regaurd  his  Majesty's  postmaster  general  has  put  the 
refusal  of  straightning  the  road  upon  Ralph  Allan,  Esqr.,  of  Bath,  who 
is  said  by  his  contract  for  the  cross  posts  &  road  letters  to  have  a 
negative  in  regard  to  the  alteration  of  the  present  post  offices  that  are 
centres,  and  has  it  seems  refused  to  allow  that  of  York  to  be  altered, 
the  committee  desire  the  preeses  to  write  to  Mr  Allen  in  their  name  for 
his  consent  to  this  necessary  measure,  and  that  Mr  Gray  should  goe  to 
Bath  and  deliver  the  letter,  as  they  expect  from  Mr  Allen's  known 
publick  spirit  and  good  character  that  he  will  not  put  any  stop  or 
hinderance  to  a  measure  of  such  public  utility  after  Mr  Gray  has  had 
an  opportunity  of  reasoning  with  and  explaining  the  matter  fully 
to  him. 
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Edinburgh. 
13  July  1762. 


Sederunt. 


Preeses 
chosen. 


Gkneral  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 

13  July  1762. 

Edinburgh,  Gilbert  Laury  &  John  Balfour  ;  Perth,  William  Gray, 
Esqr.  :  Dundee,  John  Haliburton  ;  Aberdeen,  William  Davidson  ;  Stirling, 
Andrew  Wallace ;  Linlithgow,  Henry  Gilles ;  St  Andrews,  George 
Dempster ;  Glasgow,  Andrew  Cochran  ;  Air,  Mr  David  Bannatyne  ;  Had- 
ingtoun,  James  Lundie  ;  Dysert,  John  Whyte;  Kirkaldie,  James  Heggie  ; 
Montrose,  Lauchlan  Morison  ;  Coupar,  Dr  George  Bethune  ;  Anstr.  Easter, 
Mr  Andrew  Johnstoun  ;  Dumt'reise,  Robert  Maxwell,  Esqr. ;  Inverness, 
James  Rose ;  Bruntisland,  David  Ballantyne ;  Kinghorn,  Robert 
Hamilton  ;  Brechin,  David  Mollison  ;  Irving,  James  Alison  ;  Jedburgh, 
Willm.  Turnbull ;  Kirkudbright,  Mr  Alexr.  Gordon  ;  Wigtoun,  Patrick 
M'Kie ;  Pittenweem,  Thomas  Martin ;  Dumferling,  David  Turnbull ; 
Anstr.  Wester,  Mr  Robert  Hunter ;  Selkirk,  William  Currer  ;  Ranfrew, 
Alexr.  Campbell,  Esqr.  ;  Dumbar,  Robert  Fall  ;  Lanerk,  Robert  Bell ; 
Aberbrothock,  Alexr.  Keith ;  Elgin,  Mr  Cosmo  Gordon ;  Peebles, 
James  Ballantyne  ;  Craill,  William  Clark  ;  Tain,  Mr  David  Ross  ;  Culross, 
Robert  Geddes  ;  Banf,  Patrick  Duff;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan ;  Forress, 
Alexr.  Forsyth;  Ruthglen,  Allan  Scott;  North  Berwick,  Mr  Willm. 
Hogg ;  Cullen,  Mr  James  Philp  ;  Lauder,  John  Thomson ;  Kilrenny, 
James  Miller ;  Annan,  John  Johnstoun ;  Lochmabin,  John  Dickson ; 
Sanquhar,  Mr  George  Muir  ;  New  Gallaway,  George  Muir ;  Dingwall, 
Mr  Willm.  M'Kenzie ;  Queensferry,  James  Dalgleish ;  Wick,  Capt. 
John  Sutherland ;  Forfar,  John  Ure  ;  Rothesay,  John  Dunlop ;  Inver- 
bervie, Thomas  Chrystie  ;  Stranraer,  Mr  Charles  Brown  ;  Campbeltoun, 
John  Campbell ;  (nine  burrows  blank). 

1.  The  which  day  the  convention  unanimously  elect  George  Lind, 
Esqr.,  present  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses  during 
the  sitting  of  this  present  convention,  who  being  present  and  accepting, 
gave  his  oath  de  fideli,  he  having  formerly  qualified  to  his  Majesty 
in  that  capacity. 
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2.  The  same  day  the  second   article  of  the  missive,  relative  to  the,   Edinburgh. 

•     •       a  a  4-4.  ■   4.         +  13  July  1 762. 

missive  dues,  was  read  according  to  appointment.  2d.  art.  of — 

the  missive 

3.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  read. 

Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  Glasgow,  Air,  Montrose,  Committee 

&  "  o       '  to  revise  the 

Coupar,  Anstruther  Easter,  Dumfries,   Kinghorn,   Renfrew,  Dunbar,   &  commissions. 
Rothsay  as  a  committee  to  consider  the  whole  commissions  presented  or 
to  be  presented  to  this  convention  ;  and  the  commissions  of  the   said 
committee  being  all  read  in  presence  of  the  convention,  the  same  were 
appro ven. 

4.  The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  commis-   Report  of  the 
sions    reported     to    the    convention     that    they     having     revised     the  ye'""^"^0" 
commissions   for  the  burghs  of  Haddingtown,    Kirkaldie,    Bruntisland,  sions. 
Brechin,     Irving,     Jedburgh,     Kirkcudbright,     Wigtown,     Pittenweem, 
Dumfermling,  Anstruther  Wester,  Lanerk,  Aberbrothock,  Crail,  Culross, 

Banff,  Whithorn,  Forfar,  Forres,  Ruthglen,  North  Berwick,  Cullen, 
Lawder,  Kilrenny,  Annan,  Lochmaben,  Sanquhar,  New  Galloway, 
Dingwall,  Queensferry,  Wick,  and  Inverbervie,  were  of  opinion  that 
the  whole  commissions  both  of  commissioners  and  assessors  should  be 
sustained.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of 
the  committee's  report  and  sustain  the  said  commissions  accordingly  ; 
and  the  whole  of  the  commissioners  and  assessors,  both  of  the  said 
committee  &  convention,  who  had  not  qualified  before  in  that  capacity 
did  qualify  themselves  to  his  Majesty  King  George  the  Third  by  taking 
the  oaths  of  alleadgeance  and  abjuration,  and  subscriving  the  same  with 
the  assurrance,  who  are  as  follows,  vizt. : — George  Beaton  for  Coupar ; 
Andrew  Wallace  for  Stirling,  Andrew  M'Killop,  his  assessor ;  Alexander 
Ross,  assessor  for  Linlithgow  ;  Laughlan  Morison,  comr.  for  Montrose ; 
John  Halyburton,  comr.  for  Dundee  ;  David  Banantyne,  comr.  for  Air ; 
Robert  Hunter,  comr.  for  Anstr.  Wester ;  John  Balfour,  comr.  for  Edin- 
burgh ;  Robert  Maxwell,  comr.  for  Dumfries;  Thomas  Fairholm, 
assessor  for  Dundee ;  John  Dunlop,  comr.  for  Rothsay,  John  Blain,  his 
assessor ;  Charles  Howison,  assr.  for  Edinbr. ;    John  Sutherland,  comr. 
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Edinburgh.^    for  Wick,  William   Budge,  his  assessor;    Patrick  Duff,  conir.  for  Banff"; 
Report  of  the  J°mi     Fordyce,    assessor    for    Kirkaldy ;     David    Molison,     comr.     for 

committee  on   Brechin:  Alexander  Forsyth,  comr.  for  Forres;  James  Miller,  conn*,  for 

ye  commis-  _  _ 

sions.  Kilrenny ;    James    Lundie,    comr.    for    Hadingtown ;    David  Turnbull, 

comr.  for  Dumfermling ;    William  Turnbull,  comr.  for  Jedburgh  ;  John 

Johnston,  comr  for  Annan ;   John  Dickson,  comr.  for  Lochmaben ;  and 

William  Clark,  comr.  for  Crail. 

Committee  5.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  convention 

conservator's  a  memorial  in  behalf  of  George  Lind,  Esq.,  present  lord  provost  of  the 
memorial.  cj^y  0f  Edinburgh,  representing  that  his  Majesty's  commission  appointing 
him  conservator  of  the  Scots  priviledges  in  the  Netherlands  had  been 
presented  to  the  annual  committee  and  recorded  in  March  last,  and 
entreating  that  the  convention  would  honour  him  with  their  act  and 
commission  to  the  same  effect ;  that  they  would  favour  him  with  their 
instructions  for  the  due  execution  of  his  office,  and  intimate  the  same 
to  the  magistrats  of  the  staple  port  at  Campvere,  as  also  be  pleased  to 
continue  to  the  memoralist  the  yearly  allowance  and  other  marks  of 
favour  enjoyed  by  his  predecessors  in  office  towards  enableing  him  to 
support  the  publick  character  of  conservator  of  the  Scots  priviledges  in 
the  Netherlands.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
remitt  the  same  to  the  commissioners  for  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh, 
Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  Glasgow,  Air,  and 
Kinghorn,  or  any  three  of  them  to  be  a  quorum,  and  they  to  report. 

Eodem  die  post  meridiem. 

Report  of  the  6.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  consideration  of  the 

ony'e     '  memorial  for  George  Lind,  Esqr.,  present  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  & 

conservator's    conservator,  was  remitt,  reported  that  they  having  considered  the  com- 
memonal.  1  . 

mission  granted  by  his  Majesty  to  the  said  George  Lind  to  the  office  of 

conservator  of  the  priviledges  of  the  burrows  of  Scotland  at  Campvere, 

or  any  other  place  in  Zetland  or  the  United  Provinces,  and  enquired 

into  precedents  in  such  cases  as  are  contained  in  the  Records  of  the 
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convention,  were  of  opinion  that  his  commission  should  be  admitted  and   Edinburgh. 
received  under  protestation,  that  it  should  not  be  prejudicial  to  any  right  r  '  ort  0f  the 
that  the  convention  has  to  nominate  and  appoint  a  conservator  of  the  committee 
said  priviledges,  and  that  the  convention  should  likeways  appoint  the  conservator's 
said  George  Lind  to  be  conservator  of  their  said  priviledges,  and  grant  memona  • 
to  him  all  the  dutys,  fees,  and  emoluments  due  to  the  said  office,  as 
possest  by  Charles  Stewart,  late  conservator,  or  Archibald  M'Aulay,  his 
predecessor,  at  the  time  of  his  decease ;  and  that  the  said  George  Lind 
should  be  taken,  bound,   and   oblidged   to   execute,   perform,   and   give 
obedience  to  all  the  orders,  rules,  and  directions  made  or  to  be  made  by 
the  convention    touching  the   exercise   of   the   said   office   in   the   same 
manner  as  the  said   Charles  Stewart  or  Archibald    M'Aulay,    his   pre- 
decessors, were   obliged.       Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 
they  approve    of   the   said   report,  and  admitt  and  receive  the  forsaid   Commission 
commission  under  the  above  protestation,  and  nominate  and  appoint  the  Lind  to  be 
said  George  Lind  to  be  conservator  of  their  said  priviledges,  and  grant  conservator, 
to  him  all  the  fees,  dutys,  and  emoluments  belonging  to  the  said  office 
as  the  said   Charles   Stewart  or  Archibald  M'Aulay  held  and  enjoyed 
the  same  from  the  royal  burrows,  with  the  same  powers  and  authoritys 
which  were  granted  to  the  said  Charles  Stewart  or  Archibald  M'Aulay ; 
and  the  said  George  Lind  being  present,  accepted  of  the  said  office,  made 
faith  de  fideli  administratione,  and  qualify 'd   himself   by  taking  the 
oaths  of  alleadgance  and  abjuration,  and  subscriveing  the  same  with  the 
assurance  to  his  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  and  obliged  himself  to 
grant    bond    to    the   annual   committee   to   execute,   perform,  and   give 
obedience  to  all  the  rules  and  directions  made  or  to  be  made  by  the 
convention   touching  the  said   office,  in  the  same   manner  as   the   said 
Charles  Stewart  was  bound  and  obliged ;  and  the  convention  remitt  to 
the  dean  of  gild  of  Edinburgh   to  write  to  the  magistrats  of  Campvere 
what  shall  be  judged  proper  upon  this  occasion. 

7.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  a  commission  from   Commissions 
the  burgh  of  Selkirk  naming  William  Currer,  merchant,  their  commis-  aPProx 
sioner,  and  the  Honble.  Andrew  Pringle  of  Alemoor,  one  of  the  senators 
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report  &  the 
receiver 
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presented. 


Arrears  of 
missive  dues 


of  the  Colledge  of  Justice,  his  assessor,  and  a  commission  from  the  burgh 
of  Inverness  appointing  Baillie  James  Rose  their  commissioner,  and  John 
Frazer,  writer  to  the  signet,  his  assessor,  as  also  a  commission  from  the 
burgh  of  Elgin,  naming  Mr  Cosmo  Gordon  of  Clunie,  advocate,  their 
commissioner,  they  approve  of  the  said  commissions. 

8.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  the  annual  missive 
read  article  by  article,  they  unanimously  agree  that  the  whole  articles 
except  the  last,  which  respects  the  alteration  of  the  tax  roll,  should  be 
continued  ;  which  last  article  the  convention  are  to  take  under  their 
consideration  at  an  after  meeting  before  the  riseing  of  this  convention. 

9.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  convention  by  David 
Flint,  secretary  to  the  trustees  for  fisherys  and  manufactures,  a  copy  of 
the  report  made  by  the  said  trustees  to  his  Majesty  at  Christmas  last ;  as 
also  Allan  Whitefoord,  Esqr.,  receiver  general,  gave  in  an  accompt  of  the 
payments  made  by  him  in  consequence  of  the  trustees'  orders  from  the 
25th  of  December  1760  to  the  25th  December  1761,  both  which  were 
ordered  to  lye  upon  the  table  for  the  perusall  of  the  members. 

10.  The  same  day  the  agent  produced  a  list  of  the  burghs  in  arrear 


presented         °^  missive  dues,  which  the  convention  order  to  lye  upon  the  table. 


Agent's 
accotts. 
presented. 

Committee 
to  draw  ane 
address  to  his 
Majesty. 


11.  The  same  day  the  agent  produced  his  accompts  of  unfree  trade 
and  missive  dues,  which  the  convention  order  to  lye  upon  the  table. 

1 2.  The  same  day  the  preeses  moved  that  a  committee  should  be 
appointed  to  draw  up  an  address  to  his  Majesty  on  his  marriage  and 
the  success  of  his  arms  since  the  meeting  of  the  last  general  convention. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  to  the  burghs  of 
Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  Glasgow, 
Kirkaldy,  Kinghorn,  Selkirk,  Renfrew,  Annan,  &  Inverbervie  to  prepare 
the  draught  of  the  said  address,  and  to  lay  the  same  before  the  conven- 
tion by  the  first  opertunity. 


13.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  the  proceedings  of 
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the  animal  committee  of  the  last  convention  read  in  their  presence,  they   Edihbukgh. 

approve  thereof  and  of  the  conduct  of  Alexander  Gray,  their  agent,  in   proceedin   "' 

managing  the  affairs  committed  to  him  when  sent  bv  the  annual  com-   of  the  annl. 
_  .  „.  *.„,..  committee, 

mittee  to  London  relative  to  the  course  of  the  posts  and  for  obtaining  approven. 

redress    with    respect   to   the   scanty    provisions    made    to   some  of   the 

postmasters   in    this  country,  and  appoint  the  preeses  in  name  of  the 

convention  to  signifie  to  Mr  Gray    their  approbation  of  his  conduct  and 

address  in  managing  that  matter  ;  and  to  return   thanks  to  the  annual 

committee  for  their  great  attention  to  the  interest  of  the  burrows  in 

endeavouring  to  have  the  dayly  post  continued   from  Newcastle  to  this 

countn^  as  far  as  (Jlasgow  &  Greenock  west,  to  Aberdeen  on  the  north, 

and  from  Carlyle  to  Dumfries  on  the  south,  and  for  accelerating  the 

course  of  the  post  betwixt  London  &  Scotland. 

14.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  the  commissioners  of  the  Committee 
burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  theaeent's 
Kirkaldy,  Montrose,  Coupar,  Kinghorn,  Dunbar,  Wigtown,  Pittenweem.  report. 

&  Anstruther  as  a  committee  to  consider  the  report  by  Alexander  Gray, 
the  agent,  with  the  copy  of  the  report  by  the  postmaster  general  relative 
to  the  dayly  posts,  and  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  convention  there- 
upon, of  which  committee  any  five  are  declared  to  be  a  quorum. 

Edinbr.,  14  July  1762. 

15.  The  which  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  report  by  the  agent  The  agent 
relative  to  his  transaction  at  London  &  the  report  by  the  postmaster  jit  sterl~  for 
general  anent  the  dayly  posts  were  remitted,  reported  as  their  opinion  n.ls  neg°tia 
that   the  convention  should    allow    the    sum    of   two    hundred    pounds  London, 
sterling    to    Mi-    (bay,    their  agent,   in    full    of  his  expences  and  as  a 
oratitication  for  his  trouble  in  managing  the  affairs  committed  to  him 

by  the  annual  committee,  and  that  he  should  take  credite  for  the  same 
in  his  next  accompts  :  and  furder,  that  it  should  be  recommended  to  the 
preeses  in  name  of  the  convention  to  write  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the 
Honble.  Mr  Stuart  M'Kenzie,  to  Mr  Oswald  of  Duniekier,  and  the  other 
H 
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tion at 
London. 


The  39th  act 
of  ye  conven- 
tion, 1749, 
read. 


Commissions 
approven. 


gentlemen  who  had  destinguished  themselves  in  countenanceing  the 
measure  so  beneficial  to  the  state  of  burrows  and  the  interest  of  trade 
as  that  of  accelerating  the  course  of  correspondence,  and  for  procuring 
the  dayly  post  to  be  extended  to  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and 
furder,  that  the  convention  should  recommend  it  to  their  preeses  in 
their  name  to  write  to  the  Rt.  Honble.  the  Lord  Bute,  signifying  in  the 
most  respectfull  manner  that  the  state  of  burrows  reckon  themselves 
very  much  interested  in  the  success  of  the  application  by  them  made 
for  regulating  the  course  of  the  posts  for  facilitating  the  correspondence 
with  the  tradeing  part  of  this  country  ;  and  further,  that  the  annual 
committee  to  be  named  by  this  convention  should  be  authorized  to 
continue  the  application  relative  to  the  posts  on  the  footing  hitherto 
made  to  the  treasury,  and  the  burrows'  agent  at  London  instructed  to 
follow  out  that  measure  precisely  and  no  other  ways,  and  that  it  be 
made  an  instruction  to  the  agent  if  any  alteration  be  proposed  by  the 
treasury  of  the  present  plan  of  a  six  days'  post,  that  he  shall  endeavour 
to  procure  a  delay  of  the  whole  affair  till  the  meeting  of  the  next 
convention.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve 
of  the  committee's  report,  and  ordain  &  enact  accordingly  ;  and  further 
recommend  it  to  the  same  committee  to  meet  again  and  report  their 
opinion  to  the  convention  as  to  what  further  improvements  may  be 
made  on  the  course  of  the  post,  and  what  part  they  judge  proper 
for  the  convention  to  take  for  promoting  that  end. 

16.  The  same  day  the  thirty-nineth  article  of  the  convention,  1749, 
anent  the  not  giving  of  money  or  encreasing  the  missive  dues  upon  the 
first  motion,  was  read  according  to  appointment. 

17.  The  same  day  thei"e  was  presented  and  read  in  the  convention  a 
commission  from  the  burgh  of  St  Andrews  appointing  Geoi'ge  Dempster, 
Esqr.,  advocate,  to  be  their  commissioner,  and  Mr  John  Swinton, 
advocate,  to  be  his  assessor,  as  also  a  commission  from  the  burgh  of  Peebles 
appointing  James  Ballantyne  their  commissioner  and  Mr  Alexander 
Murray    his    assessor,    and    a    commission    from    the    burgh    of    Tain 
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nominating  David  Ross,  Esqr.,  advocate,  to  be  their  commissioner,  as  Edinburgh. 
also  a  commission  from  the  burgh  of  Dysert  appointing  John  White  to  commissions 
be  their  commissioner  &  John  Reddie  to  be  his  assessor,  as  also  a  commis-  approven. 
sion  from  the  burgh  of  Stranraer  appointing  Mr  Charles  Brown  to  be 
their  commissioner,  which  commissions  the  convention  approve  of. 

18.  The  same  day  the  convention  remitt  to  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Committee 
Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  St   Andrews,   Glasgow,  agent's 
and  Kinghorn  to  audite  the  agent's  accompts  of  unfree  trade  and  missive  accotts- 
dues,  and  to  report  to  the  convention. 

19.  The  same  day  the  convention  heard  read  a  petition  from  the  Petition  for 
burgh  of  Lanerk  desireing  the  advice  of  the  convention  how  far  John  dismiss'd. 
Haddow,  who  had  set  up  a  manufactory  of  linen  cloath,  could  be  allowed 

to  manufacture  the  same,  not  singly  on  his  own  account  but  for  the 
behoof  of  others,  without  entering  with  the  incorporation  of  weavers. 
The  convention  having  considered  the  clause  of  the  act  of  parliament 
authorizing  every  weaver  or  manufacturer  of  linen,  flaxen,  or  hempen 
cloath  to  exercise  his  trade  within  any  city,  town,  corporation,  burgh,  or 
place  in  Scotland  without  being  hindered  by  any  person  whatever,  and 
without  being  chargeable  or  charged  with  any  entry  money  or  other 
duty  whatever  for  or  in  respect  of  his  following  his  said  trade,  do 
therefore  dismiss  the  petition  as  improper  and  incompetent. 

20.  The  same  day  the  convention  remitt  to  the  burghs  of  Edin-   Committee 
burgh,     Perth,    Dundee,    St    Andrews,    Glasgow,    Aberdeen,    Kinghorn,  0f  bread. 
Annan,  Craill,  Wigtown,  Montrose,  &  Peebles  to  consider  the  late  act 

of  parliament  relative  to  the  assize  of  bread,  and  to  report  their 
oppinion  what  measure  should  be  taken  by  the  convention  in  order 
that  the  salutary  provisions  made  by  that  act  may  be  extended  to 
the  burrows  and  countys  of  Scotland,  as  it  appears  a  matter  of  publick 
police  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  convention,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  without  loss  of  time. 

21.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  from  the  burgh  of  Pittenweem 
represented  that  certain  of  the  excise  officers  had  lately,  without  the 
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aid  of  any  magistrate  or  warrant  from  a  justice  of  peace,  on  pretence  of 
information  searched  not  only  particular  houses  informed  against,  but 
whole  towns  on  the  coast  of  Fyfe,  to  the  no  small  disturbance  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  as  it  would  appear  an  encroachment  on  the  libertys  of 
the  subject,  and  tberefore  moving  the  convention  to  give  their  advice 
how  far  the  magistrate  were  in  safety  to  put  a  stop  to  these  general 
and  unprecedented  searches  by  some  of  the  officers  of  excise,  and  to 
instruct  their  agent  to  take  the  proper  measures  for  preventing  such  a 
grivance  in  time  coming.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 
they  recommend  it  to  the  next  annual  committee  to  consider  any 
particular  complaint  that  may  be  laid  before  them  on  this  head, 
specially  pointing  out  in  what  respects  any  officers  of  excise  may  be 
charged  as  having  exceeded  the  bounds  of  their  duty,  and  to  give  their 
advice  as  to  such  complaints  brought  on  these  heads  as  shall  appear  to 
them  to  be  properly  founded. 

22.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Annan 
presented  a  memorial  relative  to  the  accelerating  the  posts,  and  the 
grivances  that  the  post  master  at  Annan  labour'd  under  in  consequence 
of  the  present  arrangement  without  the  aid  of  some  further  allowance. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  said 
memorial  to  the  committee  already  appointed  to  report  their  opinion 
as  to  what  further  measures  should  be  taken  for  the  improvement  of  the 
course  of  the  posts. 

23.  The  same  day  there  was  read  a  petition  from  Mary  Stuart,  sister 
of  the  deceast  Charles  Stuart,  Esqr.,  late  conservator,  representing  her 
distressed  situation,  and  praying  for  the  compassion  and  aid  of  the 
convention  in  such  manner  as  to  their  wisdome  should  seem  proper  ;  as 
also  a  memorial  for  the  magistrats  &  town  council  of  Rothsay  repre- 
senting their  advantageous  situation  &  prospect  of  becoming  a  place  of 
considerable  trade  provided  they  were  accomodated  with  a  new  harbour, 
that  the  same  had  been  begun  and  met  with  a  considerable  encourage- 
ment from  the  Right  Honble.  the  Earl  of  Bute  and  some  gentlemen  in  the 
town  &  nighbourhood,  but  that  without  further  aid  the  town  was  unable 
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either  to  couipleat  the  work  or  put  their  town  house  &  prisons  which  were  Edinburgh. 

in  great  disrepair    in  tollerable  order,  that  they    had   likeways  lodged   pet;tjon8  |07 

reports  of   the    visitors   appointed   confirming   what   was    contained    in   Mary  Stuart 

.  .  /  ...  „  .  &  Rothesay 

their  memorial,  and  therefor  craving  the  assistance  or  the  convention  :  &  wigton 

there  was  also  presented  a  petition  for  the  commissioner  of  the  burgh   l)resen  e(  • 

of  Wigtown  representing  the  low  state  of  that  burrow,  and  that  a  former 

convention  by   way  of  relief  had  granted  them  the  unfree  trade  of  the 

parishes  of   Pinningham  &  Kirkowan  to  continue  during  the  time  the 

tax  roll  should    remain   unaltered,  that  the  town  was  rather  now  in  a 

lower  situation  than  when  that  aid  was  granted,  that  some  of  the  unfree 

traders  did  call   the  powers  of  the  town  in  question  and  refused  to  pay 

unless  the  grant  was  renewed,  and  therefore  praying  the  convention  to 

renew  the  grant  of  the   unfree  trade  of  the  parishes  of  Penningham  & 

Kirkcowan  in  favour  of  the  burgh  of  Wigtown  to  continue  so  long  as 

the    pi'esent    tax    roll    shall    remain    unaltered,    and    to    authorize    and 

impower  their  agent  to  make  an  assignation  thereof  in  common  form  : 

all  which  representations  &  petitions  the  convention  ordain  to  lye  upon 

the  table  till  considered  by  an  after  diet  of  this  convention. 

Eodem  die  post  meridiem. 

[24.  Report  on  the  agent's  accott.  of  unfree  trade  approven. 
25.  Report  on  the  agent's  accott.  of  missive  dues  approven.  26.  List 
of  arrears  of  missive  dues.] 

27.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  consideration  of  the   Report  anent 
act  relative  to  the  assize  of  bread  was  remitt,  reported  as  their  opinion  of t,j!ff!je 
that  the  convention  should  apply  to  parliament  to  have  the  [act]  of  the  approven. 
31st  of  King  George  the  Second  touching  the  assize  of  bread  explicitly 
declared  to  extend  to  Scotland,  and  for  rendering  the  same  effectual  in 
this   part  of    the  United   Kingdom   that    it    be  enacted — Imo,  that  in 
place  of  the  certificats  of  the  selling  price  in  mercats  it  shall  be  lawfull 
for  the  magistrate  of  burrows  or  justices  of  peace  within  their  jurisdic- 
tion to  take  evidence  of  the  selling  price  of  wheat  upon  the  oaths  of  two 
or    more  creditable  witnesses  conversant  in  the   selling   price    of   such 
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Edinburgh,     grain    at   the  time ;    2do,  that    a  compelling  clause  should  be  devised 

1   i     T     1        1  *"ftO 

Report  anent  obligeing    witnesses    to    appeal"    and    give     evidence  ;     %tio,    that    the 

the  assize  magistrats  or  justices  of  the  peace  shall  stride  such  assize  once  every 
of  bread  °  *  *  ...» 

approven.        three  months,  but  with  power  to  them  to  make  such  assize  oftener  if 

they  shall  see  cause,  or  to  do  so  upon  application  by  the  bakers  or  in- 
habitants. Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve 
of  the  said  report,  and  recommend  to  the  lord  advocate  to  frame 
a  bill  on  that  head,  and  to  his  lordship  and  Mr  Dempster  to  bring  it 
into  parliament  as  early  next  session  as  possible. 

Commission  28.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  in  the  convention 

toun  a  commission  from  the  burgh    of  Campbelltown  appointing  Mr    John 

received.  Campbell  of  West  Tarbet,  advocate,  to   be  their  commissioner,    which 

commission  the  convention  approve  of. 

Lymekilns  29.  The  same  day  the  convention  do  of  new  remitt  the  affair  of 

annl.  com-  Lymekilns  to  the  next  annual  committee,  and  recommend  it  to  them 
mittee.  ^o    use   their  outmost  endeavours  to  have  that  matter  settled,  and  to 

report  to  the  next  convention. 

Agent  to  pay  30.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  resumed  the  consideration 

£l2sterl.  °f  the  petition  for  Mary  Stuart,  sister  to  the  late  conservator,  appoint 
yearly.  their  agent  to   make  payment  to   her  of  the   sum    of   twelve   pounds 

sterling  yearly  per  advance,  and  this  act  to  continue  during  the  pleasure 

of  the  convention. 

Agent  to  pay  31.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  resumed  the  consideration 

to  Rothesay         „     .  .    .    .  .  .    _  . 

£50  sterl.  *      OI  the  memorial  tor  the  magistrats  and  town  council  ol  Kothsay,  and 

being  satisfied  that  the  making  of  a  new  harbour  there  will  be  of  great 

benefite  to  trade,  and  that  the  other   improvements  proposed   by  the 

burrow  are  proper  and  necessary,  do  therefore  appoint  their  agent  to 

make  payment  to  the  magistrats  of  the  said  burrow  of  the  sum  of  fifty 

pounds  sterling,  and  enjoin  the  magistrats  to  report  to  the  next  annual 

convention  the  application  of  the  said  sum,  the  state  of  the  new  harbour, 

and  how  far  the  said  work  is  advanced. 
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32.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  reconsidered  the  petition   Edinburgh. 

for  the  commissioner  of  the  burgh  of  Wigtown,  do  renew  the  grant  of  ^      t  to — 

the    unfree   trade   of   the   parishes   of   Pinninghain   and    KirkcowTan   in  assign  to 

x.  .  .  i  .  p  -i-  Wigtoun  the 

favours  of  the  burgh  of  Wigtown  in  consideration  of  their  distressed   unfree  trade 

circumstances,  and  appoint  this  act  to  continue  so  long  as  the  present  hani'&nKjfk_ 

tax  roll  shall  remain  unaltered  ;    and  the  convention  do  authorize  and  cowan. 

impower  their  agent  to  make  an  assignation  of  the  unfree  trade  of  the 

said  two  parishes  in  common  form. 

33.  The    same    day    a    motion    was    made    by    the    assessor    for  A  motion 
St  Andrews  that  the  convention  should  authorize  their  agent  to  make  d0apay  fJo" 
payment   of   the   sum   of  sixty   pounds   sterling  granted    by   a   former  sterl-  for 
convention    for   carrying   on   the   improvement   of   the   harbour   of  the  harbour. 
North     Queensferry    now     that     this    usefull     improvement    is    near 
compleated.     Which   being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt 

to  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh  &  Glasgow  to  examine  how  far  the  work 
at  that  harbour  is  execute  and  to  report. 

Edinbr.,  15  July  1762. 

34.  The    which    day    the    convention    having    heard     the    present  Agent  to  pay 
establishment  read  in  their  presence,  they  appoint  their  agent  to  pay  gtatmtys 
the  sallarys  and  gratuitys  following,  vizt. : — to  Mr  Joseph  Williamson 

and  Mr  William  Forbes,  principal  clerks,  fifty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary  ; 
to  the  agent,  fifty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary  ;  to  his  servant,  ten  pounds 
sterling  of  sallary  ;  to  Thomas  Miller,  Esqr.,  his  Majesty's  advocate, 
as  assessor,  five  hundred  merks  Scots  of  sallary  ;  to  his  servant,  sixty 
pounds  Scots  of  sallary  ;  to  George  Land,  Esqr.,  conservator,  fifty  pounds 
sterling  of  sallary ;  to  David  Flint,  secretary  to  the  trustees 
for  improvement  of  manufactures,  eighty  pounds  sterling  for  his 
own  and  his  clerk's  sallary ;  to  James  Rob,  for  the  rent  of  the 
trustees'  office  at  Whitsunday  next,  twenty  pounds  sterling ;  to  George 
Ross,  agent  at  London,  twenty-five  pounds  sterling  of  sallary  ;  to  the 
receiver  general,  for  a  sallary  to  a  clerk  for  keeping  distinct  books  of 
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Edinburgh. 
15  July  1762. 
Agent  to  pay 
sallarys  & 
gratuitys. 


Annl. 
committee 
wt.  their 
usual  powers. 


the  receipts  and  issues  of  the  money  under  the  administration  of  the 
trustees  for  improving  fisheries  and  manufactures,  twenty  pounds 
sterling;  to  George  Lindsay,  clerk  depute,  twenty  pounds  sterling  of 
sallary ;  to  John  Blair,  recorder,  thirty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary ; 
to  John  Middlemist,  burrow  officer,  twenty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary 
and  four  pounds  sterling  of  gratuity  for  his  extraordinary  trouble ; 
to  the  keeper  of  the  advocates'  bar,  twenty-nine  pounds  Scots  ;  to  Patrick 
Borthwick,  undo-  keeper  and  cryer,  eighteen  pounds  Scots;  to  the 
gardner,  for  flowers,  twelve  pounds  Scots  ;  to  Anna  Kennedy,  daughter 
of  Conservator  Kenned)',  sixty  pounds  Scots  of  supply  during  her  life ; 
and  to  Mary  Stuart,  sister  to  Charles  Stuart,  late  conservator,  twelve 
pounds  sterling  yearly,  per  advance,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  conven- 
tion :  to  the  keeper  of  the  burrow  room,  fifteen  pounds  Scots. 

35.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh, 
Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  St  Andrews,  Glasgow, 
and  such  other  of  the  members  of  this  convention  as  shall  attend  as 
a  committee  to  sitt  after  the  dissolving  of  this  present  convention,  and  to 
proceed  in,  consider,  and  determine  upon  all  and  every  particular  that 
has  been  remitted  to  them  by  this  present  convention,  and  particularly 
upon  every  thing  tending  to  the  benefite  of  trade  and  state  of  burrows, 
and  upon  all  differences  that  has  arisen  or  may  arise  in  burrows  or 
between  burrows,  and  upon  every  thing  concerning  the  staple  port 
and  due  observance  thereof,  and  upon  every  thing  concerning 
unfree  traders  and  the  communication  of  trade  ;  declaring  that  five 
shall  be  a  quorum  in  every  matter  except  in  such  cases  as  shall 
require  any  application  to  parliament  wherein  nine  shall  be  a  quorum  : 
and  furder,  the  annual  committee  are  hereby  directed  and  impowered 
to  correspond  with  the  burrows'  representatives  in  parliament  con- 
cerning trade  or  the  state  of  burrows,  and  that  they  give  notice  of 
the  particulars  of  such  correspondence  to  the  several  burrows  so  as  that 
the  burrows  may  write  in  that  behalf  to  their  respective  representatives, 
and  likewise  in  all  matters  whereto  applications  to  the  parliament  shall 
be  by  the  annual  committee  thought  necessary,  that  all  the  members  of 
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the  committee  shall  by  a  circular  letter  have  notice  of  the  particulars  Edinbdsoh. 

that  they  may  attend  and  assist  in  forming  and  concerting  such  applica-   Annl 

tions.  if  the  nature  of  the  thing  can  admitt  of  so  much  delay  ;  but  the  committee 

/  wt.  then- 

annual  committee  shall   in  no  case  have  power  to  dispose  of  any  of  the  usual  powers. 

burrows'    money   except   -where   they   have    special!    authority    for   that 

purpose,   conform    to   the    twenty-sixth  act  of   the  convention    in  July 

seventeen  hundred  &  thirty-four ;   and  the  convention  appoint  the  first 

meeting  of  the  annual  committee  to  be  on  Friday  next  at  eleven  o'clock 

in  the  forenoon  at  this  place,  with  power  to  the  said  committee  to  choise 

their  own  preeses  from  time  to  time  ;  and  in  absence  of  the  preeses  they 

authorize  their  clerks  to  call  a  meeting  upon  any  emergent. 

36.  The   same   day   the   committee  to  whom   the  consideration  of  Annl. 

committee  on 
what  further  was  necessary  tor  regulating  the  course  or  the  post  was  ve  posts. 

remitted,  reported  as  their  opinion  that  the  annual  committee  be 
impowered  and  instructed  to  follow  out  the  plan  for  accelerating  the 
course  of  the  mails  between  London  and  Edinburgh  and  having  the 
hour  of  dispatch  for  London  extended,  as  without  these  the  business 
of  Edinburgh  can  never  be  accomodated  nor  a  regular  and  early 
dispatch  from  this  city  of  the  different  mails  through  Scotland  be 
obtained,  and  as  it  is  supposed  that  all  the  countys  and  great  towns 
in  England  north  of  York  are  willing  to  join  in  the  measure  of  shortning 
the  course  with  London,  that  the  committee  should  act  in  conjunction 
with  them  ;  that  it  be  a  clause  in  the  letters  to  the  Earl  of  Bute  and 
Messrs  M'Kenzie  and  Oswald  how  absolutly  necessary  this  measure  is, 
and  how  desireous  the  whole  inhabitants  of  North  Britain  are  to  get  it 
soon  effected  by  some  means  or  other  at  a  convenient  time,  but  that  no 
direct  application  should  be  made  at  London  for  this  purpose  until!  after 
the  dayly  posts  are  fully  established  ;  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  this 
and  all  succeeding  annual  committees  to  watch  over  the  affair  of  the 
posts  so  as  to  prevent  any  falling  off*  or  diviation  from  the  establish- 
ments we  have  obtained,  particularly  within  Scotland ;  that  the 
committee  should  apply  to  Mr  Hamilton  to  order  the  mails  for  Glasgow, 
which  on  Twesday  do  not  arrive  till  eleven  and  on  Thursday  at  twelve 
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Edinburgh,     o'clock,  in  such  manner  that  the  mails  may  reach  Glasgow  on  Twesday 
AHnT  and  Friday  at  eight  and  on  Thursday  by  nine  in  the  morning,  and  that 

committee  on   Up0n    a  complaint  beino-  made  to  them  from  any  part  of  the  country 
ye  posts.  . 

they  should  apply  from  time  to  time,  as  it  should  be  necessary,  to  the 

postmaster  general  here  for  that  purpose,  as  by  their  agent's,  Mr  Gray's, 
report  they  apprehend  Mr  Hamilton  has  now  sufficient  powers  for 
keeping  up  those  establishments;  that  they  should  in  particular  use 
their  influence  with  Mr  Hamilton  for  having  the  mails  rode  with  proper 
expedition  through  all  parts  of  the  country,  that  the  way  bills  should 
always  accompany  them,  and  that  letters  should  immediatly  be  sorted 
and  delivered  out  in  all  country  towns  on  the  arrival  of  the  mails, 
particularly  at  Borrowstonness  where  they  are  said  to  be  long  keept  up, 
and  that  they  should  forward  and  promote  any  reasonable  improvement 
that  may  be  proposed  from  any  district  or  town  in  the  country,  and 
particularly  those  proposed  for  horse  posts  to  and  from  Dumfries  through 
Peebles,  those  along  the  coast  of  Fife,  the  establishment  of  a  receiveing 
house  at  Ayton  for  the  benefite  of  that  country  and  the  town  of 
Eymouth,  and  the  amendment  of  the  posts  to  Stirling  &  Peterhead ; 
that  the  committee  should  make  particular  enquiry  into  the  causes  of  so 
many  bags  being  abstracted  out  of  the  north  mails,  a  practise  which 
if  suffered  may  prove  the  ruin  of  many  individuals  and  be  destructive 
to  trade  in  general ;  that  they  should  endeavour  to  discover  a  remedy 
and  point  out  some  method  of  fixing  it,  when  there  is  any  fraud,  on 
who  is  guilty  that  they  may  be  punished,  and  that  they  should  apply 
in  the  strongest  manner  to  the  postmaster  genl.  here  that  he  would  do 
his  utmost  to  prevent  such  gross  abuses  for  the  future  ;  and  as  the  conven- 
tion have  now  with  great  trouble  and  expence  obtained  a  reasonable 
allowance  for  the  deputys  thro'  Scotland,  they  expected  that  he  would 
imploy  no  persons  in  future  as  deputys  or  contracters  for  riding  but  such  as 
were  of  established  character  and  would  execute  their  duty  with  care, 
fidelity,  and  expedition,  but  that  the  annual  committee  be  particularly  en- 
joined to  take  no  step  that  can  in  the  least  retard  the  establishing  of  the 
dayly  posts  ;  further,  that  the  memorial  for  Annan  relative  to  the  hardship 
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the  postmaster  labours  under  should  be  remitted  to  the  annual  committee.   Edinburgh. 

Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  ^^j 

report  and  empower  their  annual  committee  to  proceed  accordingly.  committee  on 

37.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  affair  relative  to  the  Agent  to  pay 
harbour  of  the  North  Queensferry  was  remitt,  reported  that  they  had  f^0^'  sterl" 
examined   the   contract   made   with   John   Munro,  mason,  for  repairing  harbour  of 
the   harbour   at   North   Queensferry  with    the   estimate,  amounting    to 

one  hundred  and  fifty-three  pounds  sterl.,  and  being  fully  satisfied 
that  the  work  is  in  great  forwardness  and  almost  compleated,  were 
therefore  of  opinion  that  the  convention  should  authorize  their  agent 
to  make  payment  to  Mr  James  Robertson  Barclay,  clerk  to  the  signet, 
of  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds  sterl.  granted  by  the  convention  in  the  year 
1760  towards  repairing  the  sniping  and  harbour  of  the  North  Queens- 
ferry. Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the 
said  report  and  oi'dain  and  enact  accordingly. 

38.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  from  the  burgh  of  Haddingtown   Com  pit.  by 

ii  Hadingtoun 

represented  that  the  military  were  frequently  quartered  there  and  had  anent  the 

occasion  for  carriages,  that  the  laws  and  proclamations  relative  to  these  goui^""^ 

matters    were    unknown    to    the    magistrate    of    that  and    many   other  remit  to  ye 

burrows  which  made  them  at  a  loss  how  to  conduct  themselves,  and 

therefore  he  moved  that  the  agent  should  be  appointed  to  collect  these 

laws  &  proclamations  and  the  annual   committee   authorized  to  cause 

print    the    same    for    the    use   of  the   several    burrows.       Which   being 

considered    by   the    convention,   they   appoint   their   agent   to   frame   a 

memorial     on     that    subject    stateing    the    provisions    in    the    laws    & 

proclamations    relative    to    that    subject,    and    to   take   the   advice   and 

opinion  of  the  lord  advocate  thereon  and  to  lay  the  same  before  the 

annual  committee  ;  and  the  said  committee  are  hereby  appointed  to  cause 

print  the  memorial  with  an  abstract  of  the  laws  and  proclamations  with 

the  advice  of  his  Majesty's  advocate,  and  to  cause  transmitt  the  same  to 

the  several  burrows  to  direct  their  conduct  with  regard  to  the  quartering 

of  soldiers  and  the  furnishing  of  carriages  for  the  use  of  the  military. 
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Edinburgh. 
15  July  1762. 
l'etn.  for  a 
bridge  over 
the  river 
Earn  remit 
to  the  annl. 
committee. 


Complt., 

Pittenweem 
agt   St 
Minnans, 

remit. 

Committee  to 
consider  the 
estalilislimt. 


Annl.  com- 
mittee to 
consider  a 
motion  agt. 
the  magis- 
trats  of 
Lochmabin 
wt.  respect 
to  the  fews 
of  yr.  muir. 


39.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  a  petition  in  name  of  the 
burghs  of  Glasgow,  Stirling,  and  Perth,  representing  the  advantages  of 
errecting  a  bridge  on  the  river  of  Earn  five  miles  to  the  westward  of 
Perth,  that  the  same  had  been  begun  on  voluntary  subscription,  but 
that  a  much  larger  sum  was  still  necessary  for  compleating  so  necessary 
an  undertaking,  and  therefore  praying  the  convention  to  interpose  its 
interest  with  the  right  honble.  the  commissioners  for  managing  the 
anexed  forfeited  estates  for  their  aid  and  assistance  in  carrying  into 
execution  a  work  so  evidently  tending  to  the  conveniency  and  encourage- 
ment of  commerce  betwixt  the  east  and  west  parts  of  Scotland.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  recommend  it  to  the  lord  provost 
and  magistrals  of  Edinburgh  to  apply  in  name  of  the  convention  to  the 
said  right  honble.  trustees  for  their  aid  and  assistance  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  so  usefull  a  work. 

40.  The  same  day  the  convention  do  again  remitt  to  the  annual 
committee  the  affair  relating  to  the  burgh  of  Pittenweem  and  St 
Monins,  with  power  to  them  to  do  therein  as  they  shall  see  cause. 

41.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  the  commissioners  of  the 
burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Linlithgow, 
St  Andrews,  Glasgow,  Kinghorn,  Montrose,  Coupar,  Kirkaldy,  Annan, 
Lanerk,  Air,  Crail,  Peebles,  and  Northberwick  to  consider  the  establish- 
ment and  several  sallarys  thereby  appointed  and  to  report  their  opinion 
to  the  next  convention,  any  five  with  the  preeses  being  hereby  declared 
a  quorum. 

42.  The  same  day  it  was  moved  b}'  the  commissioner  for  the  burgh 
of  Kinghorn  that  the}'  should  enter  on  the  consideration  on  the  conduct 
of  the  burgh  of  Lochmaben,  who's  magistrate  had  fewed  out  between 
three  and  four  hundred  acres  of  the  town's  property  at  the  rate  of 
eighteen  pence  an  acre  pr.  annum  with  one  shilling  at  the  entry  of  each 
fewer,  and  that  to  the  no  small  detriment  of  the  common  good  of  the 
said  town  ;  this  schem  was  execute  in  a  private  manner  without  publick 
roup,  and  fews  granted  to  no  less  than  to  fourteen  of  the  fifteen  of  the 
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members  of  council,   which  encreased    the    suspicion   that    this    was    a  Edinburgh. 

culpable  alienation  of  the  common  good  of  that  burrow,  and  therefore   £^\_  cnm_ 
it   was    moved   that    the   convention    should    authorize    their    agent    to  niittee  to 

,  consider  a 

enquire  into  that  matter,  and  to  raise  and  insist  in  a  process  against  motion  ugt. 

the  magistrate  of  the  said  burrow   unless  these  fews  were  voluntarily  ^^oF* 

resigned   betwixt  and  the  twelth   of  November  ensueing.      Which  being   Lochmabin 
n  °  wt    respect 

considered  by  the  convention,  they  appoint  their  agent  to  lay  the  case  to  the  fews 
before  the  lord  advocate  and  take  his  opinion  how  far  it  is  competent  °  yi'  n1""' 
for  the  convention  to  prosecute  the  magistrate  of  the  said  burrow  or  in 
what  manner  said  prosecution  shall  be  carried  on,  and  appoint  the  agent 
to  lay  the  said  opinion  before  the  annual  committee  and  to  take  their 
direction  therein  ;  and  furder,  in  order  to  prevent  the  delapidation  of  the 
common  good,  the  convention  authorize  their  annual  committee  to 
consider  that  matter  deliberately  and  to  prepare  a  report  of  what  shall 
ap2>ear  to  them  most  advisable  to  be  laid  before  the  next  annual 
convention. 

43.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  taken  under  consideration  Tax  roll 
the  last  article  of  the  missive  relative  to  the  tax  roll,  they  continue  the   \  vear. 
tax  roll  as  it  now  stands  for  one  year  longer',  untill  July  1763. 

44.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  remitt  to  prepare   Address  to 
an    address    for    congratulating    his    Majesty   on   his   nuptials  and   the  appl0ven. 
success  of  his  arms  produced  a  draught  thereof.     Which  being  read,  the 
convention  approve  thereof   and  authorize  their  preeses  to  sign  the  same 

in  their  name,  and  to  transmit  it  to 

to  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  and  appoint  the  same  to  be  recorded  in 

the  burrow  books  immediatly  after  the  acts  of  this  convention. 

45.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  convention  Convention 
and   appoint  the  next  general  convention  to  meet  and  be  held  at  the 

burgh  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  second  Twesday  of  July  seventeen 
hundred  and  sixty-three  years,  and  appoint  their  clerks  to  direct 
missives  accordingly.      [Follows  signatures.] 
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Edinburgh.  Follows    the    address    to    his    Majesty    King    George    the    Third, 

Address  to       appointed  to  be  recorded  by  the  44th  act  of  the  foregoing  convention. 

his  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  the  humble  Address  of  the 
General  Convention  of  the  Royal  Burrows  of  Scotland. 
May  it  please  your  Majesty, — Wee,  your  Majesty's  most  dutifull 
and  loyal  subjects,  the  convention  of  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland, 
embrace  with  eagerness  this  first  opportunity  at  our  annual  meeting  of 
congratulating  your  Majesty  on  your  happy  nuptials  with  a  princes 
highly  distinguished  by  the  most  eminent  virtues,  an  event  which 
proves  your  Majesty's  attention  to  the  happiness  of  your  people,  and 
from  which  wee  have  the  joyfull  pi-ospect  of  a  race  of  kings  descended 
from  your  Majesty  to  perpetuat  those  blessings  wee  at  present  enjoy. 

At  the  same  time  wee  beg  leave  to  congratulat  your  Majesty  on  the 
remarkable  success  which  on  so  many  occasions  has  attended  your 
Majesty's  arms,  the  result  of  that  conduct  and  vigour  which  under 
the  protection  of  God  must  ever  decide  the  fate  of  kingdoms,  and  at 
the  same  time  wee  behold  with  veneration  these  equitable  dispositions 
which  your  Majesty  has  constantly  discovered  of  restoring  peace  to 
Europ  and  puting  an  end  to  the  devastation  of  war. 

That  your  Majesty  may  long  enjoy  the  throne  of  your  ancestors, 
that  yow  may  be  long  preserved  as  a  blessing  to  those  kingdoms,  and 
that  your  posterity  may  reign  over  a  grateful]  and  happy  people  to  the 
latest  ages  are  the  earnest  prayers  of, 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 
Your  Majesty's  most  dutifull,  faithfull,  &  loyal 
subjects,  the  representatives  of  the  royal  burrows 
of  Scotland  in  a  genl.  convention  assembled. 
Edinbr.,  15th  July  1762. 
Sign'd  in  name,  presence,  and  by 
appointment  of  the  genl.  conven- 
tion  of    the    royal    burrows  of 
Scotland  by,  sic  subscribitur,  Geo.  Lind,  preses. 
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Follows  the   letter  wrote   by  the  Dean  of  Gild  of  Edinburgh  to  the   Edinburgh. 

&  15  July  1762. 

Rt.  Honble.  the  Magistrats  of  Canipvere  anent  the  Conservator. 

Rt.  Honble., — His  Majesty  having  been  pleased  by  his  commission 
under  the  great  seal  of  Scotland  to  nominat  the  Rt.  Honble.  George  Lind, 
Esqr., present  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  conservator  of  our 
priviledges  in  the  United  Netherlands,  wee  have  with  great  chearfulness 
received  and  admitted  him  to  that  effect,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that 
wee  intimat  to  your  hours,  the  nomination  and  admission  to  that 
honble.  and  important  office  a  gentleman  so  well  known  and  acceptable 
to  us,  and  who  (wee  hope)  will  be  also  acceptable  to  yow,  and  therefor 
wee  earnestly  recommend  him  to  your  favour. 

Wee  have  given  him  the  instructions  usual  to  be  given  to  his 
predicessors  in  office,  and  if  there  is  any  thing  deficient  in  them  wee 
trust  to  his  prudent  conduct  upon  every  extiaordinary  occurrance. 

Tho'  the  unavoidable  inconveniencys  and  misfortunes  of  war  give 
some  interruption  to  our  staple  trade  at  present,  it  is  our  pui-pose  and 
shall  be  our  constant  endeavour  to  enforce  a  faithfull  observance  of  the 
staple  contract,  and  for  that  end  have  directed  the  conservator  to 
correspond  with  our  annual  committee  dureing  our  recess,  or  wTith  our 
agent,  or  with  the  magistrats  of  particular  burrows  on  every  occurrance 
as  the  subject  may  require  ;  and  at  the  same  time  wee  trust  in  a  strict 
observance  of  the  staple  contract  on  your  part,  and  if  any  expressions 
in  it  should  at  any  time  appear  doubtfull,  that  yow  will  admit  the 
practise  in  former  times  to  be  the  propperest  explanation.  Wee  recom- 
mend yow  to  the  divine  protection,  and  are,  Rt.  Honble., 

Your  most  humble  &  obedient 
servants,  the  representatives  of 
the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland  in 
their  general  convention  assembled. 
Edinr.,  13th  July  1762. 
Sign'd  in    name    &   by  appointment 

of  the  genl.    convention    of  royal  Gilbt.  Laury,  D.  Gild  of  the 

burrows  by,  sic  subtr.,  city  of  Edinburgh. 
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Edinburgh. 
18  July  1762. 


Sederunt. 


Sederunt. 


Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 

16  July  1762. 

George  Lind,  Esqr.,  lord  provost  of  Edinbr.,  preeses ;  Edinburgh, 
Gilbert  Laury  &  John  Balfour,  deacon  conveener ;  Perth,  William 
Stewart :  St  Andrews,  George  Dempster ;  Glasgow,  Andrew  Cochran  ; 
Kirkaldy,  John  Fordyce  ;  Irving,  Robert  Reid  ;  Peebles,  Alexr.  Murray  ; 
Northberwick,  Willm.  Hog;  Craill,  Mr  Willm.  Johnston:  Kinghorn, 
George  Drummond. 

The  which  day  the  committee  elect  George  Lind,  Esquire,  present 
lord  pi'ovost  of  Edinbr.,  to  be  their  preeses. 

The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  remitted  to  consider 
the  present  establishment  of  the  royal  burrows  having  caused  the  same 
to  be  read  in  their  presence,  and  having  considered  the  same  article  by 
article,  they,  after  some  reasoning  thereon,  are  unanimously  of  oppinion 
that  the  said  establishment  and  haill  sallarys  &  gratuitys  therein 
contain'd  should  be  continued  as  it  now  stands,  and  appoints  their 
preeses  to  report  this  their  oppinion  to  the  next  general  convention. 

The  same  day  the  committee  above  named,  who  are  all  members  of 
the  annual  committee,  having  heard  the  several  remits  of  the  last 
general  convention  to  them  read  in  their  presence,  they  delay  the 
consideration  of  the  matters  remitted  to  them  untill  the  next  meeting 
of  the  annual  committee. 

14  January  1763. 

Edinburgh,  John  Balfour ;  Irving,  Robert  Reid ;  Dumfermling, 
Alexander  Hart ;  Dundee,  Thomas  Fairholm  ;  Wick,  William  Budge  ; 
Banff,  Thomas  Riddoch  ;  Anstr.  Easter,  George  Chalmers ;  Kirkaldy, 
John  Fordyce  ;  Montrose,  Alexander  Scott. 

The  which  day  the  committee  elect  George  Drummond,  Esqr., 
present  provost  of  Edinbmgh,  to  be  their  preeses. 
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The  same  day  the  preeses  laid  before  the  committee  a  copy  of  the  Edinburgh*. 
hill  proposed  to  he  brought  into  parliament,  as  drawn  by  my  lord  1703' 
advocate,  for  ascertaining  the  assize  of  bread  in  Scotland,  together  with 
a  memorial  for  the  bakers  of  Edinburgh  relative  thereto  ;  both  which 
being  read,  the  committee  approve  of  the  draft  of  the  said  bill,  with  this 
additional  clause — that  upon  the  application  of  any  one  or  more  of  the 
inhabitants  or  bakers  within  such  city,  burrow,  or  county  where  any 
such  assize  has  been  sett  and  made,  by  petition  in  writeing  to  the 
magistrates  or  justices  of  peace  who  sett  the  last  assize,  or  the  magistrats 
or  justices  of  peace  of  such  city,  burrow,  or  county  for  the  time  being, 
setting  forth  and  offering  to  prove  by  proper  evidence  that  the  price 
of  the  species  of  grain  therein  before  recited  has  altered  since  the  last 
assize  was  sett,  that  in  every  such  case  the  magistrates  or  justices  of  peace 
to  whom  such  application  shall  be  made  shall  be  obliged  to  take 
evidence  of  the  current  prices  of  grain  in  the  manner  directed,  and  if 
upon  adviseing  such  proof  they  shall  find  a  variation  of  the  prices 
since  the  last  assize,  they  shall  immediatly  sett  and  ascertain  a  new  assize 
in  the  manner  directed  in  the  bill,  which  shall  remain  till  alter'd  according 
to  the  directions  before  mentioned  in  the  said  bill.  The  committee  appoint 
the  agent  to  inform  the  lord  advocate  of  the  said  amendment,  and  to 
transmitt  copys  of  the  bill  to  the  magistrates  of  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen, 
Stirling,  Montrose,  Glasgow,  Air,  and  Dumfries  for  their  consideration ; 
and  likewise,  on  a  motion  made  by  one  of  the  members,  that  he  likewise 
write  to  the  lord  advocate  to  endeavour  to  procure  a  clause  in  that  bill 
impowering  the  magistrates  of  burrows  in  Scotland  and  justices  of  peace 
to  regulate  the  price  of  hyres  for  coaches,  chaises,  and  horses  within 
their  respective  jurisdictions. 

The  same  day  the  conservator  laid  before  the  committee  a  copy  of 
a  letter  he  had  received  from  Mr  Irving,  his  depute  at  Campvere, 
informing  that  on  the  eighteenth  of  November  last  there  had  anchored 
in  the  road  of  Campvere  the  brig  "  Jean  of  Montrose,"  James  Webster, 
master,  bound  to  Rotterdam,  load  with  salmond  shiped  by  James  and 
I 
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Edinburgh. 
14  January 
1763. 


Thomas  Renny,  both  merchants  in  Montrose,  consigned  to  Mr  James 
Crawfurd  and  Messrs  Murdoch  and  Walker,  merchants  in  Rotterdam  ; 
that  as  this  was  an  infringment  of  the  staple  contract  in  virtue  of  the 
twenty-third  article  thereof,  Mr  Irving  had  stopt  the  ship  and  made  the 
cargo  to  be  unloaded  at  Campvere,  but  as  the  peace  was  now  at  hand  it 
would  be  requisite  if  possible  to  put  a  stop  to  this  practise  so  detri- 
mental to  the  stapple  port,  and  the  committee  would  consider  what 
steps  were  necessary  to  be  taken  with  Messrs  Renny  in  relation  to  this 
affair ;  at  the  same  time  the  conservator  gave  in  a  letter  from  the 
magistrats  of  Campvere  directed  to  the  deputys  of  the  royal  burrows ; 
both  which  being  read,  the  committee  remitt  to  the  members  for  Anstr. 
Easter,  Dundee,  and  Kirkaldy  to  consider  of  that  matter  and  to  report 
to  the  committee  next  sederunt. 


26  January  1763. 

Sederunt.  George  Drummond,  Esqr.,   preeses ;     Edinburgh,  Gilbert  Laurie  & 

John  Balfour  ;  Irving,  Robert  Reid  ;  Air,  Andrew  Hunter  ;  Dumfermling, 
Alexander  Hart ;  Pittenweem,  David  Loch  ;  Kirkaldy,  John  Fordyce  ; 
Montrose,  Alexander  Scott;  Dundee,  Thomas  Fairholm ;  St  Andrews, 
Mr  John  Swinton  ;  Anstr.  Easter,  George  Chalmers. 

The  same  day  the  agent  acquainted  the  committee  that  agreeable 
to  the  minute  of  last  sederunt  he  had  transmitted  to  the  several  burrows 
thereinmentioned  copys  of  the  bill  intended  to  be  brought  in  to 
parliament  for  ascertaining  the  assize  of  bread,  that  he  had  received 
answers  from  the  magistrates  of  Glasgow,  Air,  Stirling,  and  Montrose 
signifying  their  approbation  of  the  bill,  as  also  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  concerning  the  same  affair,  with  a 
memorial  stateing  some  difficultys  that  occurred  to  them  with  respect  to 
that  bill  which  they  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  have  explained  in  the 
law  now  to  be  obtained.  Which  being  read  in  presence  of  the  committee, 
they   appoint   the   agent   to   transmitt   the   said    memorial    to   the   lord 
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advocate   For  his  consideration,  and  also  appoint  him  to  write   to  my  Edinburgh. 

it  i  i-i         •        i  i  •      ii     i  i  -li   •  ■  26  January 

lord  to  endeavour  likewise  to  procure  a  clause  m  that  bill  nnpowering    i7o.-{. 

the  annual  convention  to  regulate   from  time   to   time   the   prices   for 

transporting  of  goods  either  by  horses  or  carriages  from  one  place  to 

another  in  Scotland. 


General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 

12  July  1763. 

Edinburgh,    Patrick    Lindsay    &    Alexander    Wood  ;     Perth,    John   Edinburgh. 

Stewart;  Dundee,  John  Halyburton  ;  Aberdeen,  John  Duncan;  Stirling,  — - — — 

David  Gourly  ;  Linlithgow,  Henry  Gillies  ;  St  Andrews,  George  Dempster, 
Esqi'. ;  Glasgow,  Archibald  Ingram  ;  Air,  David  Banantyne  ;  Hadding- 
town,  James  Lindsay ;  Dysert,  James  Davidson ;  Kirkaldie,  Andrew 
Cowan  ;  Montrose,  David  Doig  ;  Coupar,  George  Betune  ;  Anstr.  Easter, 
Andrew  Johnston ;  Dumfries,  Ebenezer  Hepburn ;  Inverness,  William 
M'Intosh  ;  Bruntisland,  Robert  Angus ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Hamilton  ; 
Brechin,  David  Mollison  ;  Irving,  Charles  Hamilton ;  Jedburgh,  Thomas 
Winterup  ;  Pittenweem,  Thomas  Martin;  Dumfermling,  David  Turnbull ; 
Anstr.  Wester,  Robert  Hunter ;  Selkirk,  William  Currer ;  Renfrew, 
James  Campbell ;  Dunbar,  Charles  Fall ;  Lanerk,  Christopher 
Banantyne ;  Elgin,  Cosmo  Gordon ;  Peebles,  James  Ballantyne ;  Craill, 
James  Kingo ;  Tain,  David  Ross,  Esqr. ;  Culross,  Robert  Geddes ;  Banff', 
James  Shand  ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan  ;  Forfar,  John  Ure  ;  Rothsay, 
Alexander  M'Millan  ;  Ruthglen,  Robert  Spense  ;  North  Berwick,  William 
Hogg ;  Cullen,  James  Philp ;  Lauder,  James  Romainus ;  Kilrenny, 
Andrew  Reid ;  Annan,  George  Hardie ;  Lochmaben,  John  Ferguson ; 
Sanquhar,  George  Clark  Maxwell ;  New  Galloway,  George  Muir ; 
Queensferry,  James  Bunkell ;  Wick,  George  Sutherland ;  Inverbervie, 
Thomas  Christy  ;  Sti"anraer,  Mr  Charles  Brown ;  Campbelltown,  Hay 
Campbell  :    (thirteen  burrows  blank). 
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Edinburgh. 
12  July  1763. 
Preses 
chosen. 


Committee 
on  the 
commissions. 


Commissions 
approven. 


1.  The  which  day  the  convention  unanimously  elect  George 
Drunnnond,  Esqr.,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses 
during  the  sitting  of  the  convention,  who  being  present  accepted  of 
the  office  and  gave  his  oath  dc  fideli,  he  being  formerly  qualified  to  his 
Majesty  King  George  the  Third  as  the  law  directs. 

2.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh, 
Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  Montrose,  Anstr.  Easter, 
Dumfries,  Inverness,  Anstr.  Wester,  Renfrew,  Aberbrothock,  Banff,  and 
Annan  as  a  committee  to  revise  the  haill  commissions  presented  to  the 
convention  ;  and  having  heard  the  commissions  of  the  said  committee 
read  in  their  own  presence,  they  approve  of  the  same ;  and  such  of  the 
members  of  the  said  committee  and  their  assessors  who  were  not 
formerly  qualified  did  qualify  themselves  to  his  Majesty  King  George 
the  Third  by  taking  the  oaths  of  alleadgeance  and  abjuration,  and 
subscriving  the  same  with  the  assurrance,  vizt. : — Patrick  Lindsay  & 
Alexander  Wood,  commissioners  for  Edinburgh  ;  John  Stewart,  comr. 
for  Perth  ;  Patrick  Maxwell,  assessor  for  Dundee ;  Archibald  Ingram, 
comr.  for  Glasgow  ;  David  Doig,  comr.  for  Montrose  ;  Ebenezer  Hepburn, 
comr.  for  Dumfries  ;  James  Campbell,  comr.  for  Renfrew ;  James  Shand, 
comr.  for  Banff';   and  George  Hardie,  comr.  for  Annan. 

3.  The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  commissions 
reported  that  they  having  heard  and  considered  the  commissions  for  the 
burghs  of  St  Andrews,  Air,  Kirkaldy,  Bruntisland,  Kinghorn,  Brechin, 
Jedburgh,  Pittenweem,  Dumfermling,  Selkirk,  Lanerk,  Elgin,  Craill, 
Tain,  Culross,  Whithorn,  Forfar,  Ruthglen,  Cullen,  Lauder,  Kilrenny, 
Lochmaben,  Queensferry,  Wick,  Inverbervie,  and  Stranraer,  were  of 
opinion  that  the  whole  of  these  commissions  should  be  sustained. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the 
committee's  report ;  and  such  of  the  commissioners  and  their  assessors 
who  were  not  formerly  qualified  did  qualify  themselves  to  his  Majesty 
King  George  the  Third  by  taking  the  oaths  of  alleadgeance  and 
abjuration,  and  subscriving  the  same  with  the  assurrance,  vizt. : — 
Andrew    Cowan,    commissioner    for     Kirkaldy ;    Robert    Angus,    comr. 
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for  Bruntialand  ;  Thomas  Winterup,  comr.  for  Jedburgh  ;  James  Kingo,  Edinburgh. 

comr.,    &    George   Hall,    assessor,   for    Craill  ;  Andrew    Reid,  comr.  for  Commissions 

Kilremiy ;    John    Ferguson,   comr.    for    Lochmaben ;    George    Bunkell,  approven. 
comr.,  and  George  M'Callum,  assessor,  for  Queensferry. 

4.  The  same   day    the    convention    added    Mr    David    Banantyne,  Commr.  for 

Air  3.(1(Ig(1 

commissioner  for  Air,  to  the  committee  on  the  commissions,  as  to  this  to  ye  com- 
committee  several  other  matters  of  importance  are  uswally  remitted.  mittee. 

5.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  for  the  city  of  Glasgow  moved  Committee 
that  the  convention  should  take  this  first  oppertunity  of  congratulating  address  to 
his  Majesty  on  the  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  general  peace  hls  MaJesfcy- 
happily  restored  to  Europe,  and  to  those  kingdoms  after  a  glorious  and 
successfull  war.      Which  being  unanimously  approved  of,  the  convention 

appoint  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Anan,  Dundee,  Perth,  Elgin, 
and  Tain  as  a  committee  to  prepare  an  address  on  so  interesting  a 
subject,  and  to  fix  their  own  time  and  place  of  meeting  that  the 
draught  of  the  address  may  be  laid  before  the  convention  without 
loss  of  time. 

6.  The  same  day  the  second  article  of  the  missive,  relative  to  the  2d  art.  of 

-,  it  ■  -i  the  missive 

missive  dues,  was  read  according  to  appointment.  reafl. 

7.  The  same  day  the  39th  article  of  the  convention,  1749,  anent  39th  art.  of 

.    .  »  .  •  ;  i  •     •  -i  j  i       n     i  i  •  the  missive 

giving  ot  money  or  increasing  the  missive  dues  upon  the  first  motion,  rea,]. 

was    presented    to    the   preeses   and   publickly   read   in   the  convention 

according  to  appointment. 

8.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  convention  by  David  Report  of 
Flint,  secretary  to  the  trustees  for  the  improvement  of  fisherys  and  presented, 
manufactures,  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by  the  said  trustees  to  his 
Majesty  at  Christmas  last ;  as  also  George  Innes,  deputy  receiver 
general,  gave  in  an  accompt  of  the  payments  made  by  the  receiver 
general  in  consequence  of  the  trustees'  orders  for  the  said  year 
preceeding  Christmas  last,  both   which  were   ordered   to   ly    upon   the 

table  for  the  perusall  of  the  members. 
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Edinburgh. 
12  July  1763. 
Commissions 
approven. 


Agent  to 
pay  to 
Rothesay 
£50  sterl. 


Mr  Wm. 

Fforbes's 
demission,  & 
Geo.  Lindsay 
chosen  con- 
junct clerk 
in  his  place. 


9.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  convention  a 
commission  from  the  burgh  of  Irving  appointing  Charles  Hamilton  of 
Ladyland  and  Craigland,  present  provost  of  said  burgh,  to  be  their 
commissioner,  and  Robert  Reid,  clerk  to  the  signet,  to  be  his  assessor, 
and  another  commission  from  the  burgh  of  Rothsay  appointing 
Alexander  M'Millan  of  Dunmore,  Esqr.,  to  be  their  commissioner,  and 
Mr  William  Sands,  late  baillie  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  assessor. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said 
commissions. 

10.  The  same  day  there  was  read  an  act  of  the  last  general 
convention  appointing  fifty  pounds  sterling  to  be  paid  for  carrying  on 
the  harbour  of  Rothsay,  and  having  also  heard  a  report  under  the 
hand  of  the  clerk  of  that  burrow,  by  order  of  the  magistrats,  bearing 
that  a  sum  to  that  extent,  as  ordered  by  the  convention,  has  already 
been  applied,  that  the  pier  is  about  five  hundred  &  seventy  feet  in 
length,  and  the  bason  which  it  forms  will  be  twelve  feet  in  deepth 
in  ordinary  tydes,  therefore  the  convention  did  and  hereby  do  appoint 
their  agent  to  make  payment  iminediatly  of  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds 
sterling  to  Alexander  M'Millan  of  Dunmore,  Esqr.,  commissioner  for  the 
said  burrow. 

11.  The  same  da}^  the  preeses  represented  that  Mr  William  Forbes, 
one  of  the  conjunct  city  clerks  of  Edinburgh,  had  lately  resigned  his 
office,  and  that  George  Lindsay,  who  had  long  served  the  burrows  as 
deputy  clerk,  was  elected  in  his  room ;  and  as  the  burrows  had  usually 
been  in  use  to  elect  the  city  clerk  of  Edinburgh  into  the  office  of 
conjunct  general  clerk  of  the  burrows,  he  hoped  on  this  occasion  the 
convention  would  not  depart  from  their  usual  custom.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  and  being  well  assured  from  experience 
of  the  abilitys  and  good  qualifications  of  George  Lindsay,  conjunct 
principal  clerk  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  for  dischargeing  the 
office  of  general  clerk  to  the  burrows  in  conjunction  with  Mr  Joseph 
Williamson,    advocate,    therefore    the    convention    did    and    hereby    do 
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unanimously   elect,    nominate,   and    appoint    the    said    George    Lindsay   Edinburgh. 
•  ,      ,      ,  n_  i-  <•   n  11.  12  July  1763. 

to    be   conjunct  general  clerk  to  the  convention  ot  the  royal   burrows  Mr  Wm — 

of  Scotland,  and    did   and   hereby  do  grant  to   him   the  fees,  sallarys,  Fforbes's 

...  .  .        _,  .        demission,  & 

&     emoluments     belonging     to    the     said     office,     with    power    to    him   (;eo.  Lindsay 

to  exercise  the  same  as  fully  and  freely  in  every  respect  as  any  ^^'clerk* 
of  his  predecessors  in  the  said  office  could  or  might  have  done,  or  in  his  place, 
which  to  the  office  of  general  clerk  to  the  royal  burrows  is  by  law 
known  to  appertain  ;  whereupon  compeared  the  said  George  Lindsay, 
accepted  of  the  said  office,  gave  his  oath  de  fideli  administration?, 
and  qualified  himself  by  taking  the  oaths  of  alleageance  and  abjura- 
tion, and  signing  the  same  with  the  assurrance  to  his  Majesty  King 
George  the  Third. 

12.  The    same    day    the    convention    considering:    that    the    office  James  Taitt 
.  .  &  Alexr. 

of    their   depute   clerkship   was   vacant   by   the   nomination   of   George  Duncan' 

Lindsay   to   be   conjunct    general    clerk,    and    being    well    informed    of  °  "^dent 

the    abilitys    and    good    qualifications    of    James    Tait    and    Alexander  clerks. 

Duncan,    writers    in    Edinburgh,    conjunct    deputy   clerks    of    the   said 

city,    for    dischargeing    the    office    of    conjunct    deputy    clerks    to    the 

convention      of      burrows,      therefore      they     do      unanimously     elect, 

nominate,   and   appoint  the  said   James   Tait    and   Alexander   Duncan, 

and    longest    liver    of    them    two,   to    be    deputy    clerks    to    the    royal 

burrows   of    Scotland,   and   did   and   hereby   do   grant   power   to  them 

or  either  of   them   to  exerce   the   same   as   fully  and   freely   in   every 

respect  as  any   of  their   predecessors   could    or    might    have    done,    or 

which     to    the    office    of    deputy    clerkship    to    the    royal    burrows    of 

Scotland    by     law     or    custom     does    appertain,     giving    and     hereby 

granting  to   them   and   longest   liver   of  them    two   the    fees,    sallarys, 

and   emoluments   belonging  to  the   said   office ;    whereupon    compeared 

the    said    James    Tait    and    Alexander    Duncan,    accepted    of    the    said 

office,    gave    their     oaths     de    fideli     administratione,    and     qualified 

themselves    by    taking    the    oaths    of    allegeance    and    abjuration,    and 

signing    the    same    with   the   assurrance   to   his   Majesty   King   George 

the  Third. 
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13.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  in  the  convention 
commissions  from  the  burghs  of  Linlithgow,  Dunbar,  Sanquhar,  North 
Berwick,  New  Gallaway,  and  Campbelltown  ;  all  which  being  considered 
by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  commissions ;  and  Mr  Hay 
Campbell,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Campbelltown,  not  having 
been  qualified  before  as  a  member  of  the  convention,  did  qualifie  himself 
by  taking  the  oaths  of  allegeance  and  abjuration,  and  signing  the 
same  with  the  assurance  to  his  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  as 
did  also  George  Clerk   Maxwell,  Esqr.,  corar.  for  Sanquhar. 

1-4.  The  same  day  the  agent  presented  a  list  of  the  arrears  of 
missive  dues,  due  at  July  1763,  which  the  convention  appoint  to  ly 
upon  the  table. 

15.  The  same  day  the  convention  remitt  to  the  burghs  of  Edin- 
burgh, Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  Air,  Annan, 
Pittenweem,  Anstr.  Easter,  Montrose,  St  Andrews,  and  Tain,  whereof 
rive  to  be  a  quorum  of  which  Edinbr.  to  be  one,  as  a  committee  to  audite 
and  examine  the  agent's  accompts  &  to  report. 

16.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  convention 
the  memorial  of  John  Home,  Esqr.,  shewing  that  his  Majesty  having 
been  pleased  to  honor  him  with  his  royal  commission  appointing  him 
conservator  of  the  Scots  priviledges  in  the  Netherlands,  and  intreating 
that  the  honble.  convention  will  be  pleased  to  honor  him  with  their 
act  and  commission  to  the  same  effect,  that  they  would  favour  him 
with  their  instructions  for  the  due  execution  of  his  office,  and  intimate 
the  same  to  the  magistrats  of  the  staple  port  at  Campvere ;  as  also 
that  they  would  be  pleased  to  continue  to  the  memoralist  the  yearly 
allowance  and  other  marks  of  favour  enjoyed  by  his  predecessors  in 
office,  towards  enableing  him  to  support  the  publick  character  of 
conservator  of   the   Scots   priviledges  in  the  Netherlands  ;  at  the  same 
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time  his  Majesties  commission  in  favour  of  the  said    John  Home  was   Edinburgh. 

presented  to  the  convention.     Which  being  considered,  the  convention  

remitt  the  said  memorial  and  commission  to  the  committee  on  the 
agent's  accompts,  and  they  to  report. 

17.  The    same  day    the  commissioner  for    Edinburgh    represented  Committee 
to  the    convention    that    a    difficulty    had    arisen    about   carrying  into  pOSts. 
execution  the  plan  for  six  post  days  weekly  with  London,  the  traders 

and  other  inhabitants  of  Edinbr.  having  represented  that  the  posts 
from  London  and  all  parts  of  Scotland  arriving  and  going  out  of 
that  city  upon  Sunday  would  be  attended  with  the  greatest  incon- 
venience to  Edinburgh,  and  would  also  hurt  the  communication  by  posts 
to  and  from  the  country  on  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays ;  they  therefore 
proposed  that  there  should  be  no  arrival  or  departure  of  posts  at 
Edinburgh  on  Sundays,  that  the  number  of  posts  with  London 
should  be  only  five  weekly  in  place  of  six,  and  that  there  should 
be  six  posts  weekly  with  the  other  parts  of  Scotland  as  far  as  the 
bounds  of  the  Thursday's  express  mails  went ;  and  it  was  represented 
there  was  reason  to  beleive  his  Majesty's  postmasters  general  would 
order  the  establishment  to  be  made  in  such  manner  as  should  be 
agreeable  to  the  convention.  Which  being  considered,  the  convention 
remitt  the  same  to  the  committee  on  the  agent's  accompts,  and  they 
to  report. 

18.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  for  Aberdeen  made  a  motion  Committee 
to    the    convention    importing    that    last    session    of    Parliament    some   workonthe 
steps  had  been  taken  towards  preparing  a  bill  for  amending  the  laws  hiSh  waJ's- 
relative  to  the  statute   work    on    the    high    ways,   and    appointing  in 

lieu  thereof  assessments  in  money  ;  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  countys 
were  extremly  attentive  to  their  intrests,  and  he  apprehended  the 
state  of  burrows  were  concerned  to  take  care  not  only  to  prevent 
being  charged  with  more  than  a  just  proportion,  but  also  to  have 
a  proper  share  in  the  administration  and  direction  of  the  funds  to 
be  levied   by  any  act  that  might  pass  on  that  head.       Which   being 
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Edinburgh,     considered,  the  convention  remitt  the   same   to  the  committee  on  the 
u  y agent's  accompts,  and  they  to  report. 

Articles  of  19.  The    same    day    the    convention     having    heard    the    annual 

continued  for  missive  read  in  their  own  presence,   they  continue   the   several   heads 
one  year.  ancj  articles  thereof  for  one   year  longer,  till   July  seventeen  hundred 

&  sixty-four  years. 

Mr  Cosmo  20.  The  same  day,  upon  reading  the  annual  missive,  the  commis- 

reviseMr0  sioner  for  Aberdeen  observed  that  it  appeared  difficult  to  him  to 
Black's  book  ascertain  the  origin  and  extent  of  the  powers  of  the  convention  of 
powers  of  the  the  royal  burrows,  and  that  he  beleived  many  of  the  burghs  of  this 
convention,  kingdom  had  been  much  puzled  to  know  their  rights  and  priviledges, 
and  how  to  conduct  themselves  on  several  emergencies  which  tho' 
apparently  taken  notice  of  and  provided  for  in  several  heads  of  the 
annual  missive,  yet  he  was  affraid  the  execution  of  what  is  their 
provided  for  would  not  only  be  found  difficult  but  dangerous,  as  he 
beleived  some  of  the  burrows  had  found  to  their  cost,  and  therefore 
proposed  that  a  full  collection  should  be  made  of  the  laws  and 
precedents  relative  to  the  constitution  and  powers  of  the  burrows;  and 
some  members  having  proposed  that  Mr  Black's  book  on  the  royal 
burrows  should  be  revised  and  reprinted,  it  was  recommended  by  the 
convention  to  Mr  Cosmo  Gordon,  commissioner  for  Elgin,  to  revise  the 
said  book  and  make  such  observations  as  should  occurr  to  him  with 
regard  to  any  of  the  laws  in  that  collection  that  appeared  to  him 
repeall'd  or  gone  to  disuetude,  and  appointed  the  agent  to  wait  of  him 
in  a  proper  manner,  and  to  give  him  what  aid  and  assistance  he  can  in 
that  matter,  and  take  the  opinion  of  the  lord  advocate  for  Scotland  on 
Mr  Gordon's  observations  in  order  to  prepare  the  whole  against  the 
next  convention. 

Proceedings  21.  The     same     day     the     convention     having     heard    read     the 

committeeUd    proceedings  of  the  annual  committee  in  their  presence,  they   approve 

approved.        0f  the  same,  and  being  sensible  of  the  lord  advocate's  attention  and  care 

in  promoting  the  late  act  anent  the  assize  of  bread,  they  appoint  the 
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preeses  in  their  name  to  return  thanks  to  his  lordship  for  the  service   Edinburgh. 
he  had  done  to  the  burrows  in  that  matter. 

22.  The  same  day  the  convention  considering  how  advantageous  Theactanent 
the  late  act  relative  to  the  assize  of  bread  may  prove  to  the  inhabitants  breaci  t0  i,e 
of  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  do  therefore  enjoin  the  magistrates  observed  and 

1  °  °  made  an  art. 

of    the  several  burrows  in  Scotland  to  take  care  to  put    that  law   to  of  ye  missive. 

regular  execution,  and  appoint  this  act  to  be  an  article  of  the  annual 

missive. 

23.  The  same  day  there  was  read  a  petition  from    the  burgh  of  Petition  for 
Kinghorn  representing  that,  in  order  to  obtain  funds  for  carrying    on  ,emit  to  a 
the    harbour,  the    magistrates   had    laid    before  their  present   creditors  committee, 
several  articles  immemorially  branches  of  the  revenue  of  the  community  ; 

that  in  a  process  brought  by  the  justices  of  peace  of  the  county  of  Fife 
before  the  Court  of  Session,  the  community  by  the  decree  of  that  Court 
were  cutt  out  of  some  branches  of  the  revenue,  particularly  the  postship, 
although  the  same  had  been  immemorially  possest  by  the  burgh ;  that  it 
was  of  the  outmost  consequence  to  the  burrow  to  have  that  judgement 
brought  under  review,  but  such  was  its  situation  that  without  the  aid  of 
the  convention  there  was  no  funds  for  prosecuting  an  appeal  before 
the  House  of  Lords,  therefore  praying  the  aid  of  the  convention 
in  the  premises.  Which  being  considered,  the  convention  remitt  the 
petition  to  the  committee  on  the  agent's  accompts,  and  they  to  report. 

24.  The  same  day  the  commissioner   for   Glasgow   observed   that  Committee  to 

the  Right  Honble.  James   Stuart  M'Kenzie,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  had  on  HonWe. 

all   occasions   given   great  attention   to  the  intrest  of   the   inhabitants  "Ja™es  Stuait 
.  fe  *  .  M'Kenzie  wt. 

of  this  country,  particularly  to  the  schem   for  accelerating  the   posts  the  thanks 
for   the    benefite    of   trade   and   commerce   in   the   royal   burrows,  and  °onVention. 
therefore  moved  that  the  convention  would   appoint    a    committee    of 
their  number  to   wait   of   his   lordship    to    return    the    thanks    of    the 
convention    for    his    good    offices    to    them    on    that    and    many    other 
occasions.        Which    being   considered    by   the   convention,   they   remitt 
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Edinburgh,     to   the    committee    on    the    agent's    accompts    to    return    his    lordship 
— : '-  their  gratefull  thanks  accordingly. 

Edinbr.,  13th  July  1763. 

Commissions  25.  The  which  day  having   heard   commissions   from   the    burghs 

approven.  Q£  DySert;  Haddingtown,  and  Peebles  read  in  their  presence,  they 
approve  thereof  ;  and  James  Reddie,  assessor  for  Dysert,  not  being 
formerly  qualified,  did  qualifie  himself  by  taking  the  oaths  of 
allegeance  and  abjuration,  and  signing  the  same  with  the  assurrance 
to  his  Majesty  King  George  the  Third. 

Address  to  26.  The  same   day   the  preeses,  from   the   committee   to   whom   it 

approven/  was  remitt  to  draw  up  an  address  to  his  Majesty  upon  the  happy 
event  of  the  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  of  the  peace,  presented 
to  the  convention  a  draught  of  the  said  address.  Which  being  read 
in  their  presence,  they  approve  thereof,  and  appoint  the  same  to  be 
wrote  over  with  a  fair  hand,  and  signed  by  the  preeses  in  their  name 
and  transmitted  by  him  to  the  Right  Honble.  The  Earl  of  Haliflax,  one 
of  his  Majesty's  principal  secretary s  of  state,  to  be  by  his  lordship 
presented  to  his  Majesty  ;  and  appoint  the  same  to  be  recorded 
immediatly  after  the  acts  of  this  convention. 

Commission  27.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  consideration  of  the 

f         T    V» 

Home  as         memorial    of    John    Home,    Esqr.,    was    remitted,    reported    that    they 

conservator,     having  considered  the  commission  granted  by  his  Majesty  to  the  said 

renewed,  and  &  ... 

lie  chosen  by    John  Home  to  the  office  of  conservator  of  the  priviledges  of  the  burrows 

)e  of    Scotland   at   Campvere   or  in  any   other  place    in  Zealand   or   the 

United  Provinces,  and  having  enquired  into  precedents  in  such  cases  as 
are  contained  in  the  Records  of  the  convention,  were  of  opinion  that 
Mr  Home's  commission  should  be  admitted  and  received  under  protesta- 
tion, that  it  shall  not  be  prejudicial  to  any  right  that  the  convention 
has  to  nominate  and  appoint  a  conservator  of  the  saids  priviledges,  and 
that  the  convention  should  likewise  appoint  the  said  John  Home  to  be 
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conservator  of  their  privileges,  and  grant  to  him  all  the  dutys,  fees,  and   Edinhuroh. 
,     '„  T,       m  .     i         r,  t-     i     i    i       13  July  1763. 

emoluments    due  to    the    said  ornce,  as    possest    by    George  L.ind,  late  commission 

conservator,  or    Charles    Stewart,    his    predecessor,    at  the  time  of  his  for  ,T°hn 

ill    Home,  as 
decease  ;  and  that  the  said  John   Home   should  be    taken,  bound,  and  conservator, 

obliged  to  execute,  perform,  and  give  obedience  to  all  the  orders,  rules,  J^"^^^^^,! 

and   directions  made  or  to  be  made  by  the    convention    touching   the  ye  burrows. 

exercise  of  the  said  office,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  saids  George  Lind 

or  Charles  Stewart,  his  predecessors,  were  obliged;  and  that  his  Majesty's 

commission  to  the  said  John  Home  should  be  ingrossed  in  the  Records  of 

the  convention.      Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve 

of  the  said  report,  and  admitt  and  receive  the  forsaid  commission  under 

the  above  protestation,  and  nominate  and  appoint  the  said  John  Home 

to  be  conservator  of  their  said  priviledges,  and  grant  to  him  all  the  fees, 

dutys,  and  emoluments  belonging  to  the  said  office  as  the  said  George 

Lind  or   Charles  Stewart    held    or    enjoy 'd    the   same   from   the    royal 

burrows,  with   the  same   powers  and  authoritys  which  were    granted 

to     the     said     George    Lind     or     Charles     Stewart ;     and     the     said 

John    Home    being    present,    accepted    of    the    said    office   and    made 

faith  de  jideli  administrations,  and  qualified   himself   by   taking  the 

oaths    of    allegeance   and   abjuration,   and   signing   the   same   with   the 

assurance     to     his     Majesty     King    George     the     Third,     and    obliged 

himself  to  grant  bond  to  the  annual  committee  to  execute,  perform, 

and   give    obedience    to   all    the    rules    and    directions    made  or  to   be 

made  by  the  convention  touching  the  said  office,  in  the  same  manner 

as  the  said  George  Lind  or  Charles  Stewart  were  bound  and  obliged ; 

and    the    convention    remitt    to    the    preeses   of   the   annual    committee 

to    write    to    the    magistrates    of    Campvere    what    shall    be    judged 

proper    on    this   occasion,   and   appoint  the   annual   committee   to   take 

the  obligation  abovementioned. 

28.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  the  Kinghorn's 
burgh  of  Kinghorn  was  remitted,  reported  that  they  having  enter'd  withdrawn, 
on  the  consideration  of  the  said  petition,  the  member  for  that  burrow 
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Edinburgh. 
13  July  1763. 


Act 

regulating 
the  posts. 


Petition  for 
St  Andrews 
refused,  as 
also  petition 
for  Queens- 
ferry  & 
petitn.  for 
Campbell- 
town. 


beg'd  leave  to  withdraw  the  same.       Which  being   considered   by  the 
convention,  they  allow  him  to  withdraw  it  accordingly. 

29.  The  same  da}'  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  remitted  to 
consider  of  a  plan  for  regulating  the  posts,  reported  that  they  were 
of  opinion  that  Sunday  being  a  post  day  in  Edinburgh  would  be 
attended  with  great  inconveniencys,  and  occasion  a  profanation  of 
the  Lord's  Day ;  that  there  should  be  only  five  post  days  to  and 
from  London  and  Edinburgh  weekly ;  that  this  regulation  should 
continue  untill  next  convention,  that  if  any  difficultys  arise  in  the 
execution  thereof,  the  same  may  be  then  taken  under  their  considera- 
tion. The  committee  were  further  of  opinion  that  there  should  be 
six  inland  posts  weekly  to  and  from  Edinburgh  as  far  north  as 
Aberdeen  and  west  as  Greenock,  and  that  the  convention  should 
authorize  some  proper  persons  to  signify  this  resolution  to  the  post 
master  generall  in  order  to  obtain  an  arangement  of  the  posts  in 
the  terms  abovementioned.  The  committee  were  also  of  opinion  that 
there  ought  to  be  six  posts  weekly  between  Carlisle  and  Dumfries, 
and  that  the  present  Munday's  express  maill  from  Glasgow  to 
Edinburgh  should  be  continued.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  approve  thereof  and  enact  and  ordain  accordingly, 
and  recommend  to  the  preeses  and  two  members  for  Edinburgh  to 
communicate  the  same  to  the  deputy  post  master  general  here,  that  he 
may  give  orders  for  an  arangement  of  the  posts  agreeable  to  and  in 
terms  of  the  said  report. 

30.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  a  petition  for  the 
burgh  of  St  Andrews,  representing  that  their  church  was  in  a  very 
ruinous  condition,  and  that  the  town's  share  of  repairing  the  same  as 
assest  by  the  presbytery  of  St  Andrews  would  amount  to  about  sixty 
pounds  sterling,  which  the  town's  finances  wou'd  not  any  way  answer, 
and  therefore  praying  the  aid  of  the  convention  in  the  matter ;  as  also 
there  was  presented  a  petition  from  the  burgh  of  Queensferry,  setting 
furth  that  the  storm  which  happened  on  the  twenty-nineth  of  April  last 
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had  in  a  great  measure  demolished  their  harbour,  which  they  were  not  Edinburgh. 

*  .       ,    ,,  -  , \     .     ,        ,        13  July  ITM. 

in  a  condition  to  repair  on  account  or  the  narrowness  01  their  tunas,  petition  for 

and  therefore  praying  the  aid  of  the  convention  ;  and  likewise  a  petition  St  Andrews 

rGlUSGCl,   3,3 

from  the  burgh  of  Campbelltown,  bearing  that  tliey  had  been  at  a  consider-  also  petition 
able  expence  in  building  a  prison,  town  house,  and  quay,  and  that  they  f°rry&ens 
were  employed  just  now  in  carrying  forward  a  second  quay,  which  was   petitn.  for 
judged  to  be  absolutly  necessary  to  make  the  harbour  compleat,  that  town, 
these  different  works  had  involved  the  burrow  in  a  heavy  load  of  debt 
which  the  common  good  of  the  burrow  was  not  able  to  discharge,  and 
therefore  requesting  the  aid  of   the  convention.     Which  three  several 
applications    being    considered    by    the    convention,    together  with   the 
thirtieth  act  of  the  convention,  1757  years,  whereby  it  is  enacted  that 
no  application    to   future    conventions   with   a   view  to   obtain   money 
should  be  regarded  except  the  applyers,  at  least  two  months  before  the 
meeting  of  the  convention,  lodge  their  petitions  or  memorials  with  a 
sufficient  number  of    printed   copys  with  the  annual  committee  to  be 
transmitted  to  all  the  burrows,  in  order  that  the  commissioners  may 
come   up  to  the  convention  ripely  advised  how  to  proceed,    therefore, 
in  respect  of  the  said  act,  the  convention  refuse  the  desire  of  the  said 
petitions,  reserving  to  the  petitioners  to  make  their  applications  in  terms 
of  the  said  act,  which  they  hereby  appoint  to  be  inviolably  observed 
in    all    time  comeing,    and    to    be   read   at  the   second  meeting  of  the 
convention  annually. 

31.  The  same  day  the   member  for  the   burgh  of   Aberbrothock  Petition 

represented    that    the    Edinburgh    society    for    these    two    years    past  bmthock 

had    not    received    any    encouragement    from    the    state    of     burrows,  refer  c! t0  a 
.         ,       '  .  committee, 

although  the  convention  behoved  to  be  very  sensible  that   they  were 

well   entitled   to   some   share    of    the    publick    favour.        Which    being 

considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  same  to  the  committee 

on    the   commissions,   to   which    they   add  the   members   for  Sanquhar 

and  Aberbrothock,  and  they  to  report. 

32.  The   same  day  there   was  read   in   the  convention   a  petition 
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Edinburgh,     from    the    burghs    of    Anstr.    Easter    and    Pittenweem,     setting     furtli 
Petitions  for    that  when  the  present  stent   or   cess   payable   by   the   petitioners   was 

Anstruther      ]aid    on     both    of    them    were    in    a    flourishing    condition,    that    they 
Easter  &  °  J 

Pittenweem  were  now  so  much  decayed  by  their  great  decrease  of  trade  that 
committe  .  they  were  not  in  a  condition  to  pay  the  cess  imposed  upon  them, 
and  therefore  praying  it  might  please  the  convention  in  respect  of 
the  premisses  to  give  them  such  an  abatement  of  the  cess  of  each 
of  their  said  burghs  as  to  them  should  seem  meet.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  said  petition  to  the 
committee  on  the  agent's  accompts,  and  they  to  report. 


Committee 
on  the 
establish- 
ment. 


Agent's 
accompts  of 
u n free  trade 
approven. 


33.  The  same  day  the  convention  remitt  the  establishment  to 
the  committee  on  the  agent's  accompts,  and  they  to  report. 

Eodem  die  j)ost  meridiem. 

34.  The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  audite  the  agent's 
accompts  reported  that  they  having  considered  the  accompt  with 
respect  to  his  intromissions  with  the  cess  and  missive  dues  of  the 
burghs  of  barrony  and  regality  found  he  charges  himself  with  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  pound  four  shilling  one  & 
|  penny  Scots  of  arrears  of  cess  and  missive  dues  resting  by  the 
burghs  of  barrony  and  regality  at  July  1761,  and  with  two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  seventy-nine  pound  Scots  chargeable  on  the  said 
burghs  at  July  1762,  amounting  the  said  sums  to  three  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fifty  pound  four  shilling  one  and  h  penny  Scots 
money  ;  and  that  his  discharge,  inclusive  of  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fourty  pound  ten  shilling  nine  &  \  pennies  Scots  of  arrears 
due  by  the  burghs  of  barrony  at  July  1762,  amounts  to  the  sum 
of  four  thousand  and  nine  pound  nineteen  shilling  1^  penny  Scots 
money,  whereby  there  is  a  ballance  due  to  the  agent  on  this  accompt 
of  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  pound  fifteen  shilling  Scots  money, 
which  he  has  taken  credite  for  in  his  accot.  of  missive  dues  audited  of 
this    date  ;    and    the    committee    ffand    the    discharge    of    the   accompt 
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sufficiently  instructed,  the  instructions  being  sealed  up  by  the  preeses   Edinburgh. 
left    in    the    clerk's    hands.        Which    being    considered    by    the   Agent'? 


were 


convention,   they  approve   of  the   said   report,   and   of   which   accompt  accompts  of 
*  unfree  trade 

the  tenor  follows  : — 


approven 


82 
°3 


[35.  Agent's  accotts.  of  missive  dues  approven.] 
Dr. 

Mr  Alexander  Gray,  agent  to  the  royal  burrows,  his  accompt  of 
missive  dues  from  the  first  of  July  17G2  to  do.  1763. 
To  ballance  of  his  last  accompt  of  missive  dues,  audited 

the  14th  July  1762         -  £938     7 

To  1  year's  missive  clues,  from  July  1st  1762  to  do. 

1763      -  -  -  -         8,000     0     0 

To  arrears  of  missive  dues,  conform  to  a  list  recorded 

and  taken    credite    for    in    last    year's    accompt, 

audited  the  said  14th  July  1762  -  -  259     9 

To  ballance  due  to  the  agent  on  this  accompt,  to  be 

taken  credite  for  in  his  next  year's  accompt  of 

missive  dues,  with  intrest  from  this  date  1,408   16     Of 


5* 


£10,606   13     2| 


Credr. 
By  the  accomptant's  allowance  for  his  negotiation  at 

London  in  the  affair  of  the  posts,  and  his  traveling 

charges,  &ca.,  pr.  15th  act  of  last  convention        -       £2,400     0     0 
By  the  burgh  of  Rothsay  for  a  new  harbour,  pr.  act 

30th       -  600     0     0 

By    the   burgh   of  Queensferry   for    the    harbour    & 

landing  places,  do.  act    -  -  720     0     0 

By  the  burgh  of  Kirkwall  for  releif  of  4  shl.  in  the 

tax  roll,  pr.  30  act,  convention,  1758  254  17     4 

By  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh,  £30  ster.  yearly  till  the 

tax  roll  is  altered  -  360     0     0 

J 
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Edinburgh.     By  the  principal  clerk's  sallary           -  £600  0  0 

13  July  1763.     T/    ,,  ,  „ 

Agent's *v  ^ne  agents  sallary              -              -  600  0  0 

acootts.of        By  the  agent's  servant,  of  sallary        -              -  -            120  0  0 

missive  dues  ° 

approven.        By  Thomas  Miller,  Esqr.,  lord  advocate,  of  sallary  -            .333  6  8 

By  his  servant's  sallary           -  60  0  0 

By  the  conservator's  sallary  -  600  0  0 

By  David  Flint,  secretary  to  the  trustees,  for  his  own 

and  clerk's  sallary           -  -            960  0  0 

By  James  Roh,  for  the  rent  of  the  trustees'  office  at 

Whitsunday  1763  240  0  0 

By  the  receiver  general  for  his  clerk's  sallary  240  0  0 

By  George  Ross,  agent  at  London,  of  sallary  300  0  0 

By  George  Lindsay,  depute  clerk,  of  sallary    -  240  0  0 

By  John  Blair,  as  recorder,  of  sallary  360  0  0 

By    John    Middlemist,    burrow    officer,  of    sallary  & 

gratuity    '          -              -  -            288  0  0 

By  the   keeper  of  the  advocats'  bar,  of  gratuity  -              29  0  0 

By  Patrick  Borthwick,  under  keeper  and  cryer  18  0  0 

By  the  gardner,  for  fflowers  -  12  0  0 

By  the  keeper  of  the  burrow  room      -  15  0  0 

By  this  year's  general  missive  36  0  0 

By  the  agent  for  disbursements,  pr.  accotts.    -  145  2  0 

By  do.  for  incidents  -  120  0  0 
By    Mary    Stewart,    sister    to    Conservator    Stewart, 

yearly  of  supply  144  0  0 


£9,795  6  0 
By  ballance  due  to  the  agent  on  his  accott.  of  unfree 

trade,  audited  of  this  date  459    15     0 

By  arrears  of  missive  dues  at  July  1763,  conform  to 

list  recorded  of  this  date  -  351   12     2| 


(Sign'd)  Alexr.  Gray.  £10,606   13     2§ 
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[3(5.   Horning  agt.  deficients.      37.   Establishment  continued.!  Edinburgh. 

L  &     °  J  13  July  1763. 

38.  The   same    dav    the   committee   to   whom    it   was   remitted  to  Agent  to  pay 

to  the  Edinr. 
consider   wliat    encouragement    should     be    given    to    the     Edinburgh  society  £50 

society,  reported  that  they  having  considered  the  same,  and  being 
sensible  of  the  many  advantages  resulting  to  the  publick  from  the 
conduct  of  that  society,  that  the  convention  ought  to  give  all 
encouragement  and  countenance  thereto,  and  were  of  opinion  that 
the  convention  should  authorize  their  agent  to  pay  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  society  fifty  pounds  Stirling,  and  that  the  convention  should 
earnestly  recommend  to  future  conventions  to  give  their  countenance 
and  assistance  to  that  society  so  long  as  it  is  under  the  same  good 
management  and  conduct  as  it  is  at  present.  Which  being  considered 
by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report,  and  appoint  their 
agent  to  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  society  fifty  pounds  sterling, 
and  recommend  to  the  next  convention  to  give  what  further  encourage- 
ment to  the  said  society  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

39.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  the  burghs  Committee 

of    Anstr.    Easter  and    Pittenweem    was    remitted,     reported     as    their  th^suteof 

opinion  that  however  great  the  distress  of  the  burghs  of  Anstr.  Easter  the  burghs  of 

\nstruther 
&  Pittenweem  might  be,  the  convention  could  not  regularly  give  them   Easter  and 

any  releif  in  consistance  with  the  acts  of  the  convention,  which  require     'ttenweem. 

that    all    applications   for  money  should  be    lodged    with    the    annual 

committee  two  months  before  meeting  of  the  convention,  that  notification 

thereof  may  be  regularly  transmitted  to  the  several  burrows  ;  that  as 

this  regulation  has  not  been  regularly  complied  with,  the  affair  of  these 

burghs  should  be  delayed  till  next  convention  ;  and  in  the  mean  time 

that  the  burghs  of  Dysert,  Kinghorn,  and  St  Andrews,  or  any  two  of 

them,  should  be   appointed  to  examine  the  state  of  the  burghs  of  Anstr. 

Easter  and  Pittenweem,  and  report  to  the  annual  committee ;  and  that 

the  convention  should  recommend  to  the  magistrate  of  these  two  burghs 

to  make  up  a  state  of  their  revenue,  and  burdens,  and  debts  affecting 

their  respective  burghs,  and  to  take  care  that  both  the  report  from  the 
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Edinburgh. 
13  July  1763. 
Committee 
to  examine 
the  state  of 
the  burghs  of 
Anstruther 
Easter  and 
Pittenweem. 


Annl. 

committee 
on  the  road- 
money. 


Annl. 
committee 
on  the 
exporting 
of  fellons. 


nighbouring  burrows  and  state  of  their  revenues  be  laid  before  the  annual 
committee  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  next,  that  the  affair 
may  be  reopened  and  regularly  prepared  for  the  consideration  of  the 
next  convention.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
approve  of  the  said  report,  and  remitt  to  the  burghs  [of]  Dysert, 
Kinghorn,  and  St  Andrews,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  examine  into 
the  state  of  the  burghs  of  Anstr.  Easter  and  Pittenweem,  and  to 
report  to  the  annual  committee  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned. 

40.  The  same  day  the  convention  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  from  Aberdeen  with  respect  to  any  bill  that  may  be 
brought  into  parliament  relative  to  the  alteration  and  amendment  of  the 
laws  concerning  the  statute  work  in  Scotland,  and  in  lieu  thereof  laying 
on  an  assessment  in  money  for  repairing  the  highroads;  and  being  sensible 
that  the  burrows  are  much  interested  in  the  event  of  this  intended  alter- 
ation of  the  laws,  and  as  their  committee  has  made  no  report,  the  con- 
vention do  remitt  to  the  annual  committee  to  advert  to  any  bill  that 
may  be  brought  into  parliament  relative  to  the  high  ways,  and  appoint 
them  to  corresponde  with  the  lord  advocate,  on  that  subject,  and  to  enjoin 
their  agent  to  exert  himself  for  the  interest  of  the  burrows,  and  recom- 
mend it  to  all  their  representatives  in  parliament  to  use  their  outmost 
endeavours  to  prevent  the  burrows  from  being  over  loaded,  and  to  take 
care  that  they  should  have  a  share  in  the  administration  of  any  assess- 
ment to  be  made  in  proportion  to  the  weight  &  interest  of  the  royal 
burrows  of  Scotland,  as  also  recommend  to  all  the  members  present  to 
transmitt  their  remarks  on  that  subject  to  the  annual  committee. 

41.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  from  Aberdeen  moved  that  the 
burrows  would  consider  what  was  most  proper  to  be  done  for  expediting 
the  transporting  of  convicted  felons,  it  being  often  difficult  for  some  of 
the  burghs  to  find  an  opertunity  for  transporting  them,  and  chargeable 
to  keep  them  in  custody.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 
they  remitt  to  their  annual  committee  to  concert  the  most  proper  meas- 
ures for  facilitateing  the  transportation  of  felons,  and  to  correspond  with 
the  lord  advocate  on  that  subject,  and  to  report  to  the  next  convention. 
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Edinburgh,    14th  July   17()3.  Edinburgh. 

&  14  July  1763. 

[42.  Commission  for  Coupar  approven.] 

43.  The   same   day   there    was   read   in  the  convention  a  petition   Annl. 

Prom    Hugh   Bell,   for   himself  and    the    other    brewers    in    Edinburgh,  to  consider 

setting    furth     that    the    brewers    of    small    beer    in    Scotland    labour   Mr  Bell's 
°  petition, 

under   several   grivances   which   putt   them    in  a   worse  situation   than 

the  brewer  in  England  :    that  they  proposed  to  apply  to   the   lords  of 

the  treasury   for   redress   by  humble   petition  setting  furth  their  case, 

and   were  ready  to  give  full  satisfaction  with  regard  to  the  facts  and 

circumstances   contained    in   their   petition  to  the  treasury,  of  which  a 

copie    was    delivered    to    the    convention,    and    therefore    praying    the 

convention   to   give   their   countenance   and   support    to    the    petitioner 

in  a  matter  wherein  the  trade  of  this  country  was  so  nearly  concerned. 

Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  to  their  annual 

committee  to  use  all  proper  measures  to  procure  the  same  advantages 

to  the   brewers   and    victuallers   in   Scotland   as   are   enjoyed    by   these 

of  the  same  employments  in  England. 

44.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Annual 
Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  St  Andrews,   Glasgow,  app0inted 
and    such    other   of   the    members   of   this   convention    as   shall    attend   wt-  v"ieir 


as  a  committee  to  sitt  after  the  dissolving  of  this  present  convention, 
and  to  proceed  in,  consider,  and  determine  upon  all  and  every 
particular  that  has  been  remitted  to  them  by  this  present  convention, 
and  particularly  upon  every  thing  tending  to  the  benefite  of  trade 
and  state  of  burrows,  and  upon  all  differences  that  has  arisen  or 
may  arise  in  burrows  or  between  burrows,  and  upon  every  thing 
concerning  the  staple  port  and  due  observance  thereof,  and  upon 
every  thing  concerning  unfree  traders  and  the  communication  of 
trade  ;  declaring  that  five  shall  be  a  quorum  in  every  matter,  except 
in  such  cases  as  shall  require  any  application  to  parliament,  wherein 
nine  shall  be  a  quorum  ;  and  furder,  the  annual  committee  are  hereby 
directed  and  impowered  to  correspond  with  the  burrows'  representatives 


usual  powers. 
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Edinburgh,     in  parliament  concerning  trade  and  the  state  of  burrows,  and  that  they 

Annual — — —  give   notice   of   the   particulars   of   such   correspondence  to  the  several 

committee       burrows   so   as   that  the   burrows   may   write   in   that   behalf   to   their 

wt.  their  respective     representatives,     and     likewise     in     all     matters    whereto 

usual  powers.    appiications    to    the    parliament    shall    be    by    the    annual     committee 

thought   necessary,   that   all   the   members   of   the   committee   shall   by 

a  circular  letter  have  notice  of  the  particulars  that  they  may  attend 

and   assist  in  forming  and  concerting  such  applications,  if  the  nature 

of  the  thing  can  admitt  of  so  much  delay  ;  but  the  annual  committee 

shall  in  no  case  have  power  to  dispose  of  any  of  the  burrows'  money 

except  in  such  cases  where  they  have  special  authority  for  that  purpose, 

conform  to  the  twenty-sixth  act  of  the  convention  in  July  seventeen 

hundred  and  thirty -four ;  and  the  convention  appoint  the  first  meeting 

of    the    committee    to    be    on    Friday    next    at    eleven    o'clock     in    the 

forenoon   at   this   place,    with   power   to   the   said   committee   to  choise 

their  own  preeses  from   time  to  time  ;  and  in  absence  of  the  preeses 

they  authorize  their  clerks  to  call  a  meeting  upon  any  emergent. 

Annl.  45.  The  same  day  the  convention  renew  the  remitt  made  last  year 

committee       ^Q   ^jie   annua]   committee   relative   to   the   inland    posts,   and    impower 
posts.  their  annual  committee  to  do  therein  as  they  shall  see  cause. 

46.  The  same  day  the  convention  remitt  to  their  annual  committee 
the  consideration  of  such  instructions  as  they  shall  think  proper  for 
the  direction  of  the  conservator  deputys  at  Campvere,  and  appoint  them 
to  draw  up  the  same  in  writeing  to  be  delivered  to  the  conservator,  that 
his  deputys  may  be  put  on  their  guard  and  act  agreeable  to  their 
instructions  and  thereby  prevent  all  grown   of  complaint. 

47.  The  same  day  the  convention  unanimously  agree  to  continue 
the  tax  roll  as  it  now  stands  for  one  year  longer,  untill  July  1764  years. 

48.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  convention, 
and  appoint  the  next  annual  convention  to  meet  and  be  held  at  the 
burgh     of    Edinburgh    upon    the    second    Twesday    of    July    seventeen 


Annl. 
committee 
to  prepare 
instructions 
to  the  con- 
servator. 


Tax  roll 
continued. 


Convention 
dissolved. 
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hundred    and    sixty-four    years,    and    appoint   their   clerks    to    direct  Edinburgh. 

J  .  rx  14  July  1763. 

missives  accordingly.       L^°"ow8  signatures.] 

Follows  the  commission  granted  by  his  Majesty  in  favours  of 
John  Home,  Esqr.,  to  be  conservator,  appointed  to  be  recorded  by 
the  twenty-seventh  act  of  the  last  general  convention. 


Follows  the  adress  to  his  Majesty,  appointed  to  be  recorded  by  an 
act  of  the  forgoing  convention. 

To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty,  the  humble  Address  of  the 
General  Convention  of  the  Royal  Burrows  of  Scotland. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, — The  annual  convention  of  the  royal 
burghs  now  assembled  beg  leave  unanimously  to  congratulate  your 
Majesty  on  the  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  an  event  which  we  hope 
will  be  equally  productive  of  domestick  happiness  to  our  Sovereign  and 
of  public  felicity  to  these  kingdoms. 

We  also  beg  leave  with  the  like  unanimity  to  offer  to  your 
Majesty  our  most  sincere  congratulations  on  the  happy  conclusion  of 
a  peace  so  fully  adequate  to  the  unparalelled  success  of  the  war. 

We  trust  that  the  extensive  acquisitions  acquired  by  your 
Majesty's  arms,  and  now  secured  by  the  wisdom  of  your  councils, 
will  be  improved  in  time  of  peace,  not  only  to  repair  the  breaches 
made  by  a  bloody  &  expensive  war,  but  likewise  to  encrease  the 
commerce  &  strength  of  Great  Brittain. 

Permit  us,  great  sir,  at  this  time  to  declare  that  our  gratitude 
and  affection  to  the  best  of  Sovereigns  are  hightned  and  animated 
by  reflecting  on  the  ungratefull  return  which  some  of  your  deluded 
subjects  have  made  to  the  greatest  effort  of  your  Majesty's  goodness 
and  affection   for  your  people  ;  convinced   by  repeated   proofs  of  your 
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Edinburgh.     Majesty's  love  of  liberty,  we   consider    the    constitutional    prerogative 

1  A      T     1   t    1  *7AQ  «/  J-  o 

in  your  hands  as  a  barrier  agt.  licentiousness  and  as  a  security  to 
the  liberty  and  priviledges  of  the  people,  in  that  light  we  deem 
every  attack  upon  the  dignity  of  the  crown  as  a  real  infringement 
of  the  rigts  of  the  subject. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

Your  Majesty's  most  dutifull  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  representatives 
of    the    royal   burrows    of    Scotland 

Edinburgh,  14th  July  1763.  in  a  general  convention  assembled. 

Signed    in    name,   in   presence,    & 

by  appointment  of  the  general 

convention  of  the  royal  burrows 

of  Scotland,  Signed     Geo.  Drummond,  preeses. 


Follows  the  letter  sent  to  Lox'd  Hallifax,  Secretary  of  State. 

My  Lord, — The  convention  of  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland  have 
embraced  this  first  opportunity  in  their  annual  meeting  of  con- 
gratulating his  Majesty  on  the  auspicious  birth  of  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales  &  the  establishment  of  publick   tranquillity. 

As  preeses  to  the  convention,  and  by  their  appointment,  I  have  the 
honour  to  transmitt  their  address,  intreating  in  their  name  that  your 
lop.  will  have  the  goodness  to  present  the  same  to  his  Majesty. 

I  have  only  further  in  charge  to  assure  your  lop.  of  the  conven- 
tion's most  sincere  regard,  confiding  in  your  lops,  goodness  for  the 
liberty  they  have  now  taken. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great 
regard  and  esteem,  my  lord,  your  lop.  most  faithfull  &  obedient 
humble  servant,  Signed     Geo.  Drummond,  preeses. 

Edinr.,  14  July  1763. 
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Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh.     Edinburgh. 

15  July  1763. 
15  July  1763. 

Perth,  William  Gray  ;  Aberdeen,  John  Duncan  ;  Glasgow,  Archibald   Sederunt. 
Ingram  ;  Dundee,  John  Halyburton  ;  Kirkaldy,  Andrew  Cowan  ;  Culross, 
John  Dalgleish  ;   Pittenweem,  David  Loch. 

The  which  day  the  committee  elect  George  Drummond,  Esqr.,  lord 
provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses. 

The  same  day  the  committee  having  heard  read  the  several  remitts 
made  to  them  by  the  general  convention,  and  particularly  the  27th  & 
•i6th  acts,  whereby  it  is  remitted  to  them  to  take  the  conservator's 
obligation  to  execute,  perform,  and  give  obedience  to  all  the  orders, 
rules,  and  directions  made  or  to  be  made  by  the  convention  touching 
the  exercise  of  that  office,  and  to  prepare  such  instructions  as  shall 
be  thought  proper  for  the  conservator  deputys  at  Campvere,  the 
committee  remitt  to  the  preeses  and  members  for  Pittenweem, 
Aberbrothock,  &  Anstr.  Easter  to  prepare  the  said  instructions  & 
report  to  the  committee,  and  appoint  the  agent  to  take  Mr  Home's 
obligation  in  the  ordinary  form. 

The  same  day  the  committee  having  considered  the  40th  act  of  the 
last  convention,  whereby  it  is  recommended  to  them  to  advert  to 
any  bill  that  may  be  brought  into  parliament  relative  to  the 
alteration  and  amendment  of  the  laws  concerning  the  statute  work 
in  Scotland,  the  committee  recommend  to  the  burghs  of  Glasgow, 
Aberdeen,  and  the  whole  burrows  to  send  up  to  the  committee  such 
observations  as  occurr  to  them  with  respect  to  the  statute  work, 
so  as  they  may  concert  the  proper  measures  for  obtaining  the 
alterations  proposed. 
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Edinburgh.  xt  ,»,,,„ 

l  November  1  November  1763. 

1763. 

Sederunt.  George  Drummond,  Esqr.,  preeses :  Edinburgh,  Patrick  Lindsay  & 

Alexander  Wood ;    Montrose,  Alexander  Scott  ;    Anstr.  Easter,  George 

Chalmers;  Pittenweem,   David   Loch;  North  Berwick,  William  Hogg; 

Aberbrothock,   Thomas  Fairholm  ;  Tain,  David   Ross. 

The  which  day  the  committee  taking  into  their  consideration  that 
the  office  of  officer  to  the  convention  of  royal  burrows  is  now  vacant  by  the 
death  of  John  Middlemist,  late  burrow  officer,  and  it  being  necessary 
that  a  proper  person  should  be  nominated  for  the  service  of  the  annual 
committee  in  the  affairs  committed  to  them  untill  the  sitting  of  the  next 
general  convention,  and  being  informed  of  the  fitness  and  qualifications 
of  Thomas  Wood,  farmer,  for  discharging  that  office,  therefore  the 
committee  did  and  hereby  do  nominate  and  appoint  the  said  Thomas 
Wood  to  be  officer  to  the  royal  burrows  for  the  service  of  their  annual 
committee  till  the  sitting  of  the  next  general  convention. 

The  same  day  the  committee  appoint  the  agent  to  cause  the  king's 
printer  print  the  act  of  parliament  anent  the  assize  of  bread,  so  as 
copys  thereof  may  be  sent  to  the  different  burrows. 

17  April   1764. 

Sederunt.  George  Drummond,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Edinburgh,  Patrick  Lindsay  & 

Alexander  Wood  ;  Air,  Andrew  Hunter  ;  Irving,  Robert  Reid  ;  Montrose, 
Alexander  Scott ;  Lanerk,  William  Wilson ;  Inverness,  John  Frazer ; 
Anstr.  Easter,  George  Chalmers. 

The  which  day  the  preeses  represented  that  he  was  informed  the 
government  had  lately  granted  leave  to  the  recruiting  officers  of  the 
Scots  regiments  in  the  service  of  the  States  General  to  raise  men  in 
this  country  for  the  recruiting  of  these  regiments,  and  in  consequence 
thereof  beating  orders  were  come  down ;  that  it  was  thought  by  many 
this  would  prove  very  detrimental  to  the  trade  and  manufactures  of 
this    part    of    the    United    Kingdom,     considering     the    present    great 
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scarsity  of  hands,  occasioned  not  only  by  the  many  thousands  that  E°JNBH^5: 
were  drawn  from  this  country  for  the  service  of  the  army  and  navy 
during  the  late  war,  few  of  which  have  returned  since  the  peace, 
but  likewise  to  the  great  numbers  that  are  dayly  going  to  America 
with  a  view  to  settle  in  some  of  the  new  colonies,  besides  the  number 
of  men  raising  at  present  for  the  service  of  the  honble.  the  East  India 
Company ;  that  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  lay  this  matter  before 
the  committee  for  their  consideration,  in  order  to  their  taking  such 
measures  as  to  them  should  appear  most  proper  for  obtaining  a 
recall  of  these  oi'ders.  Which  being  considered  by  the  committee, 
and  being  sensible  how  much  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  this 
part  of  the  kingdom  has  already  sutfer'd  by  the  want  of  hands, 
and  which  must  prove  still  more  detrimental  to  them  if  these  orders 
are  not  recalled,  esj>ecially  as  these  regiments  by  reason  of  the 
frequent  desertion  there  is  from  them  in  to  the  French  service,  and 
likewise  the  unhealthy  places  where  they  lay  in  garrison,  requires 
a  far  greater  number  of  recruits  annually  than  any  other  service, 
do  therefore  appoint  their  preeses  in  their  name  to  write  to  the  Earl 
of  Haliflax,  secretary  of  state,  representing  in  the  strongest  manner  the 
great  prejudice  it  must  be  to  the  manufactures  of  this  part  of  the  king- 
dom if  these  orders  are  not  recalled,  as  it  would  greatly  increase  the  present 
scarsity  of  hands,  the  want  of  which  is  already  much  felt  through  the 
whole  country  ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  write  to  the  Right  Honble. 
James  Stewart  M'Kenzie,  lord  privy  seal  for  Scotland,  requesting 
that  he  would  use  his  intrest  with  the  secretai'ys  of  state  for  that 
purpose,  and   to  transmitt  these  letters   by   this  night's  post. 

The  same  day  the  member  for  Anstr.  Easter  represented  that  when  a 
bankruptcy  happened  in  this  country,  severals  of  which  had  occurred 
of  late,  the  creditors  who  had  the  earliest  intelligence  by  prior  dilligence 
generally  secure  the  whole  of  the  effects  belonging  to  the  bankrupt  for 
payment  of  their  particular  debts,  whereby  those  creditors  who  live 
at  a  distance  are  entirely  cut  oft'  from  any  share  of  them,  which  is  not 
only  unreasonable,  but  of  consequence  must  be  a  great  bar  to  publick 
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Edinburgh,  credit,  and  therefore  moved  that  the  committee  would  consider  of  what 
— '-  might  be  proper  to  be  done  in  order  to  obtain  a  bankrupt  law  for 
Scotland  to  prevent  all  preferrances  to  creditors  when  a  bankruptcy 
happens.  Which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  they  remitt  to  the 
members  for  Edinburgh,  Air,  Montrose,  and  Lanerk  to  meet  with  my 
lord  advocate  and  concert  with  him  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done 
on  this  subject,  in  order  to  its  being  laid  before  the  next  annual 
convention  for  their  consideration. 

Follows  the  copy  of  the  letter  wrote  to  Lord  Halliflax. 

Edinburgh,  17th  April  176-i. 

My  Lord, — The  annual  committee  of  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland 
being  informed  that  leave  has  been  lately  granted  to  the  recruiting 
officers  of  the  Scotch  regiments  in  the  service  of  the  States  General 
to  raise  men  in  this  country  in  order  to  recruit  those  regiments,  they 
have  thought  it  their  duty  on  this  occasion  to  direct  me,  their  preeses, 
in  their  name  and  by  their  authority  most  humbly  to  represent 
to  your  lordship  as  follows  : — 

That  this  country  has  never  yet  recovered  the  great  loss  sustained 
by  furnishing  recruits  to  the  army  and  navy  during  the  last  war,  the 
number  of  which  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  this 
part  of  the  United  Kingdoms  was  very  great,  not  only  our  able  bodied 
men  were  carried  off,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  war  even  boys  were 
enlisted,  and  of  the  many  thousands  that  were  sent  abroad  during  the 
war  very  few  have  returned. 

There  is  at  present  a  growing  spirit  through  this  whole  country  to 
promote  manufactures,  agriculture,  &  the  other  arts  of  peace,  but  our 
greatest  obstacle  in  carrying  these  into  execution  is  the  want  of  hands ; 
this  we  sensibly  feel  in  every  corner  of  the  kingdom,  and  indeed  it 
will  be  many  years  hence  before  this  country  can  recover  the  loss  it 
sustained  by  the  immense  drain  of  men  during  the  late  war. 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  157 

At   that   time   the    royal    burrows    of    Scotland,    sensible    of   their   Edinburgh. 
duty   to    their    kino-    and   to   their   country    when   engaged   in   so  just 
and  necessary  a  war,  did  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  promote  the 
raising  of  men  for  the  publick  service,  and   for  which  they  gave  very 
liberal  premiums  out  of  their  own  revenues. 

But  now  that  the  war  is  over,  they  hope,  for  the  I'easons  above- 
mentioned,  the  recruiting  of  the  Scotch  regiments  for  Holland  from 
this  country  will  be  discouraged  for  the  future,  especially  when  it 
is  further  considered  that  the  recruiting  those  regiments  have  all 
along  cost  this  country  very  dear.  The  number  of  recruits  that 
were  annually  sent  to  Holland  far  exceeded  tlie  ordinary  proportion 
of  recruiting  other  regiments,  which  was  partly  owing  to  the  unhealthy 
places  where  they  lay  in  garrison,  such  as  Bois  le  Due,  Sluys,  &ca.,  but 
chiefly  to  their  being  enticed  to  desert  into  the  Ffrench  service,  and 
for  this  reason,  which  was  well  known  and  sensibly  felt  by  this  country, 
it  has  been  long  expected  and  most  earnestly  desired  for  many  years 
past  that  the  government  would  have  intei'posed  to  put  a  stop  to  a 
practise  that  has  been  so  pernicious  to  this  country. 

This  is  the  more  earnestly  desired  now  as  the  want  of  hands  is 
more  sensibly  felt  than  ever  when  such  numbers  are  dayly  going  over 
to  our  new  settlements  in  America, 

I  am  desired  further  to  represent  to  your  lordship  that  those  Scotch 
regiments  in  Holland,  as  we  are  credibly  informed,  were  never  more 
full  and  compleat  than  they  are  at  present,  which  is  owing  to  their 
having  been  fully  recruited  by  fforeigners  in  consequence  of  the  peace ; 
but  if  they  are  allowed  to  recruit  in  Scotland  again,  we  shall  be  in  the 
same  situation  we  were  in  before,  the  main  source  of  recruiting  those 
regiments,  and  some  French  regiments  too,  will  fall  upon  Scotland. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  lordship  most  humbly  to  entreat 
his  Majestie  to  take  this  matter  into  his  royal  consideration,  that  he  ma}' 
give  such  orders  concerning  this  matter  as  he  in  his  wisdom  shall  think 
best  for  the  intrest  &  wellfare  of  this  part  of  his  Majesties  dominions. — 
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Edinburgh.     J    haVe    the    honour    to  be,    with  the   greatest   respect,  my  lord,   your 
•  lordship's  most  obedient  &  most  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  Geo.  Drummond,  preeses. 

Copy  letter  to  the  Right  Honble.  James  Stewart  M'Kenzie,  Lord  Privy 

Seal  of  Scotland. 

My  lord, — I  have  received  orders  from  the  annual  committee  of  the 
convention  of  royal  burrows  of  Scotland  to  transmitt  to  your  lordship 
the  inclosed  letter  to  the  secretary  of  state,  of  which  I  also  send  an 
exact  copy  for  your  perusal,  and  if  your  lordship  approves  of  it  we 
earnestly  beg  the  favour  of  your  lordship  to  deliver  it  and  to  use  your 
best  endeavours  with  Lord  Haliflax  to  prevail  with  him  to  get  those 
recruiting  orders  recalled,  for  yow  may  be  assured  that  it's  a  matter  of 
great  consequence  to  this  country,  which  in  general  is  much  alarmed  at 
it,  and  consequently  this  will  not  be  the  only  application  of  the  kind 
that  will  be  sent  to  the  secretary  of  state  ;  I  beleive  the  town  council  of 
this  city  will  have  it  under  their  consideration  to-morrow. — I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my  lord,  your  lop.  most  faith- 
full  &  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)         Geo.  Drummond,  prees. 

Edinb.,  17th  April  1764. 


General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh. 
in  July  1764. 
Sederunt. 


10  July  1764. 

Edinburgh,  Patrick  Lindsay  &  Alexander  Wood ;  Perth,  John 
Stewart ;  Dundee,  William  Maxwell ;  Aberdeen,  John  Duncan  ;  Stirling, 
Thomas  Gillespie ;  Linlithgow,  Mr  Alexander  Ross  ;  St  Andrews, 
John  Morison ;    Glasgow,  Archibald  Ingram ;    Air,    William  Ferguson ; 
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Haddingtoun,  Henry  Hepburn ;  Dysert,  James  Davidson ;  Kirkaldie,  Edinburgh. 
George  Drysdale  ;  Montrose,  Thomas  Christie  ;  Coupar,  George  Betliune  ;  gederunt. 
Anstr.  Easter,  Andrew  Johnston ;  Dumfries,  Ebenezer  Hepburn ; 
Inverness,  William  Frazer ;  Bruntisland,  Robert  Angus  ;  Kinghorn, 
Robert  Hamilton  ;  Brechin,  John  Mollison  ;  Irvine,  Charles  Hamilton  ; 
Jedburgh,  William  Turnbull;  Pittenweem,  Thomas  Martin;  Dumfermling, 
David  Turnbul ;  Anstr.  Wester,  John  Brown ;  Selkirk,  William  Currer  ; 
Renfrew,  James  Canrpbell,  Esqr. ;  Dunbar,  Charles  Fall  ;  Lanerk, 
Christopher  Ballantyne  ;  Aberbrothock,  Alexander  Keith ;  Elgin,  Mr 
Cosmo  Gordon,  advocate;  Peebles,  James  Ballantyne;  Craill,  William 
Clerk  ;  Tain,  David  Ross,  Esqr.  ;  Culross,  Robert  Geddes ;  Banff,  James 
Shand;  Whithorn,  Mr  John  M'Gowan;  Forfar,  William  Ker;  Forres,  Alex- 
ander Forsyth  ;  Ruthglen,  Allan  Scott ;  North  Berwick,  William  Hogg ; 
Cullen,  Mr  James  Philp  ;  Lauder,  John  Thomson  ;  Kilrenny,  Alexander 
Reid  ;  Annan,  George  Hardie  ;  Lochmaben,  William  Maxwell ;  Sanquhar; 
George  Clerk  Maxwell,  Esqr.  ;  Queensferry,  James  Bunkell  ;  Fortrose, 
John  Stephen  ;  Inverury,  Mr  John  Clerk  ;  Inverbervie,  Thomas  Christie ; 
Stranraer,  Mr  Charles  Brown  ;  (fourteen  burrows  blank). 

1.  The     which    day    the    convention     unanimously    elect    George   Pieeses 
Drummond,  •  Esqr.,    lord    provost    of    Edinburgh,    to    be    their    preeses 
during    the  sitting  of    this  convention,  who  being  present  accepted  of 

the  said  office  and  gave  his  oath  do  fideli,  he  being  formerly  qualified 
to  his  Majesty  King  Geoi'ge  the  Third  by  taking  the  oaths  of  alleadgence 
and  abjuration,  and  signing  the  same  with  the  assurance. 

2.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Committee 
Perth,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Montrose,  Kinghorn,  Dunbar,  Dumfries,  „"issionCg°m 
Queensferry,    North    Berwick,    Stirling,    and    Air    as    a    committee    to 

revise  the  commissions  presented  to  this  convention  ;  and  having  heard 
the  commissions  of  the  said  committee  read  in  their  presence,  they 
approve  of  the  same  ;  and  such  of  the  members  of  the  said  committee 
and  their  assessors  who  were  not  formerly  qualified  did  qualify 
themselves    to    his    Majesty    King    George    the    Third    by    taking    and 


160 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Edinburgh. 
10  July  1764. 
Committee 
on  the  com- 
missions. 


Letter  from 
the  burgo 
masters  of 
Campvere. 


Proceedings 
of  the  annual 
committee 
appro  ven. 

Committee 
to  consider 
of  a  law  in 
relation  to 
bankruptcys. 


Report  of 
the  trustees 
presented. 


swearing  the  oaths  of  alleadgence  and  abjuration,  and  signing  the 
same  with  the  assurrance,  vizt.  :  —  Patrick  Robertson,  one  of  the 
assessors  for  Edinburgh  ;  Thomas  Christie,  commissioner  for  Montrose ; 
John  Home,  Esqr.,  assessor  for  Kinghorn  ;  and  John  Dickson,  assessor 
for  Dumfries. 

[3.  Commissions  approven.  4.  Thomas  Wood  appointed  burrow 
officer.] 

5.  The  same  day  there  was  laid  before  the  convention  a  letter 
wrote  in  Low  Dutch  language  from  the  bailieu,  burgo  masters,  aldermen, 
and  council  of  Campvere,  of  date  the  21st  of  April  last,  addrest  to  the 
convention,  with  a  translation  thereof  in  to  the  English  language,  signi- 
fying that  it  was  particularly  agreeable  to  them  that  John  Home,  Esqr., 
was  appointed  conservator  of  the  Scots  priviledges  in  the  Netherlands, 
and  assuring  the  convention  that  they  would  exactly  comply  with  every 
point  of  the  staple  contract.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 
they  recommend  to  their  preeses  to  make  a  proper  answer  to  the  said 
letter,  and  appoint  both  letter  and  answer  to  be  recorded  after  the  acts 
of  this  convention. 

[6.  2d  article  of  the  missive  read.  7.  Act  of  convention,  1749, 
read.] 

8.  The  same  day  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  committee  being 
read,  the  convention  approve  thereof,  and  return  them  thanks  for  their 
laudable  attention  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  nation. 

9.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh, 
Perth,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Dysert,  St  Andrews,  Crail,  Culross,  Selkirk, 
Dunbar,  Sanquhar,  Annan,  Fortrose,  and  Inverbervie,  or  any  seven  of 
them,  as  a  committee  to  consider  of  some  proper  plan  or  foundation  for 
a  general  law  with  relation  to  bankruptcies  in  this  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  to  report. 

10.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  convention  by 
David   Flint,  secretary  to  the   honble.  the   commissioners   and    trustees 
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for   fisheries   and    manufactures    and    improvements    in     Scotland,    a  Edinburgh. 

copie   of   the   report   made  by  the   said   commissioners   to   his    Majesty   K      rt  of 

at  Christmas  last ;  as  also  George  Innes,  deputy  receiver  general,  gave   tne  trustees 

n  >       r     J  *  &    _       presented, 

in    an     accott.     of    the    payments    made    by    the    receiver    general    in 

consequence  of  the  trustees'  orders  from  the  25th  of  December   1762 

to  the   25th    December    1763,   both    which   were    ordered   to   lye   upon 

the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

Eodem  die  post  meridm. 

[11.  Commissions  approven.] 

12.  The  same  day  the  preeses  represented  to  the  convention  that  Memorial 
he  had  transmitted  to  him  a  memorial  from  the  trustees  for  improve-   trustees  for 

ment  of  manufactures  in  Scotland  for  erecting  a  linen  hall  in  Edinburgh,  erecting  a 

f  .  &        linen  hall, 

which  would  tend  greatly  to  extend  and  improve  the  linnen  manu- 
facture in  this  country,  and  desiring  the  opinion  of  the  convention 
as  to  the  utility  of  this  hall  and  the  regulations  proper  to  be 
established  concerning  it.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 
they  recommend  to  the  said  trustees  to  cause  print  the  said  memorial 
and  either  transmitt  copys  thereof  to  the  several  burrows  or  deliver 
them  to  their  members  now  in  this  city,  that  they  may  have  a 
proper  opertunity  to  consider  of  a  matter  that  appears  to  be  of 
such  importance  to  the  country. 

[13.  List  of  arrears  of  missive  dues  presented.] 

14.  The    same     day    the    preeses    represented    that    it    was    well   Motion 
known  how  usefull  the  Edinburgh  society  have  been  to  this  country,  Edinburgh 
and  that  the  last  general  convention  by  the  30th  act  thereof,  sensible  society- 
of    their    importance,    did    recommend    to    the    present    convention    to 
give    to    the    said    society    what    encouragement    they     might    think 
proper.       Which  being  considered   by  the  convention,  they  delay  the 
consideration   of   the   said   motion    untill    next    sederunt,    agreeable    to 
the  39th  act  of  the  convention,   1749. 
K 
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Edinburgh. 
10  July  1764. 

Stamp 
masters' 
conduct  to 
be  enquired 
into. 


[15.  Heads  of  the  missive  continued.] 

1(3.  The  same  day  the  convention  recommend  to  the  magistrates 
of  the  several  burrows  to  make  a  particular  enquirie  in  to  the  conduct 
of  the  several  stamp  masters  within  their  bounds,  and  when  they 
shall  find  any  of  them  deficient  in  doing  their  duty  or  acting- 
contrary  to  law,  that  they  should  take  care  that  they  be  punished 
accordingly ;  and  to  give  information  from  time  to  time  to  the 
commissioners  and  trustees  for  fisheries  and  manufactures ;  and 
appoint  this  act  to  be  a  head  of  the  next  missive. 


[17.  Agent's  accots.  presented  &  remitt  to  a  committee, 
agent  to  pay  John  Middlemist's  relict  his  sallary.] 


18.  The 


Petition 
for  the 
admirality  of 


19.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  a  petition  from 
the  baillies  of  the  admirality  of  Dumfermling  and  justices  of  peace 
Dumfermling  of  the  county  of  Fife,  craving  a  further  aid  from  the  convention 
committee.  towards  repairing  the  shiping  places  at  Queensferry,  as  it  would 
still  cost  some  hundred  pounds  to  compleat  the  same.  Which  being 
considered,  the  convention  remitt  the  said  petition  to  the  committee 
on  the  agent's  accompts,  and  they  to  report. 


Petition  for 
Kingliorn 
remitt  to  a 
committee. 


20.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  a  petition  from 
the  burgh  of  Kinghorn,  complaining  of  the  great  hardships  that 
burgh  had  suffered  by  a  proces  brought  before  the  Court  of  Session, 
at  the  instance  of  the  justices  of  peace  of  the  county  of  Fife  and 
others,  against  the  magistrates  and  council  of  that  burgh,  in  which 
the  Court  of  Session  had  pronounced  a  decree  abolishing  the  duty 
payable  to  the  burgh  called  the  postship,  and  establishing  the  powers 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  of  peace  within  the  burrow  in  all 
matters  relating  to  passengers  and  the  conveniency  of  travellers;  and  also 
an  opinion  of  two  eminent  lawers  advising  that  the  burrow  would  be 
well  founded  in  an  appeal  against  the  forsaid  judgement  of  the  Court 
of  Session.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the 
same  to  the  committee  on  the  agent's  accompts,  and  they  to  report. 
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T21.   Commission   for   Elgin   approven.]  Edinburgh. 

L  &         rr  j  10  July  1764. 

22.  The    same    day    there   was    read  a  petition  for  the   burgh   of  Petition  for 
Queensferry,  representing  that  their  harbour  and  sea  dikes  had  suffered  approven?7 
greatly   by  a  storm   which   happened    in   April  1763;   that    the    small 
revenue  of  the  burrow  was  not  able  to  defray  the  expence  of  repairing 

the  same,  and  therefore  craving  the  aid  of  the  convention.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  said  petition  to 
the  committee  on  the  agent's  accompts,  and  they  to  report. 

23.  The  same  day  the  reports  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  Report  anent 

the   last   convention  to   enquire   in  to  the    state  of  the   revenews  and  Anstr  Easter 

situation  of  the  burffhs  of  Anstr.  Easter  and  Pittenweem  being  read,  APittenweem 

?  ,  t      remitted, 

the    convention    remitt    the    same    to    the    committee    on    the    agents 

accots.,  and  they  to  report. 

24.  The    same    day    the    member    for    the   burgh   of   St   Andrews  Representa- 

represented    that    last    convention    a    petition    was   presented   for   that  Andrews 

burgh,    setting    furth    that    by   sundry   inconveniencys   and    incumber-   remitt  to  a 
. .         „        ,  „    ~.       .      ,  ..  ,  ,  i     ,,     ,    committee, 

ances   the    funds    ot   ht    Andrews    were    greatly    exhausted,    and    that 

the    presbytry     had     assessed     the    town     in     a    sum     of    money    for 

repairing    the    church    far    above    what    they    were    able   to   pay,   and 

therefore  craving  the  aid  of  the  convention  ;  that  as  the   burrows   at 

that    time    did    not    fully    deliberate    on    the    subject    matter    of    that 

petition,     he     hoped    this    convention    would    now    take    it    into    their 

seriouse    consideration,    and    grant    such     releif    as    to    them    should 

seem  meet.       Which   being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt 

the    same    to    the    committee    on    the    agent's    accompts,    and    they   to 

report. 

Edinbr.,  11th  July  1764. 

[25.  Agent's  accott.  of  unfree  trade  approven.  26.  Agent's 
accott.  of  missive  dues  approven.  27.  Horning  agt.  deficients  of 
missive  dues.  28.  Act  of  the  convention,  1757,  read.  29.  Com- 
missions approven.] 
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Edinburgh.  30.   The    same    day    the    committee    to    whom    it    was    remitt    to 

Ao-ent  to  pay  consider     of    the     report    of    the    commissioners    appointed     by    last 

one  half  of       convention  to  enquire  into  the   state  of  the  burghs  of   Anstr.    Easter 

the  cess  ,  .        D 

chargeable       and  Pittenweem  reported  that  they  had  considered  these  reports,  and 

Easter  &'  m   resPect  or*  the  great  decay  of  trade  in  these   two   burghs  and,  in 

Pittenweem.     consequence,  of  the  funds  for  supporting  their  publick  expences,  were 

of  opinion  that  the  convention  should  relieve  each  of  these  burrows  of 

one    half  of  the  cess  payable  by  them,  and  that  the  agent  should  be 

authorized    to    pay    the   same   and   to   charge   it  on   the  missive  dues. 

Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  thereof,  and 

enact  and  ordain  accordingly,  but  declare  that  this  relief  is  only  to  be 

granted  untill  the  trade  of  these  burghs  recover  so  as  to  render  this  aid 

unnecessary. 

The  agent  to  31.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  remitt  to  consider 

£100  sterl.  in  ^ne  petition  of  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn  reported  that  they  had  considered 

two  different    ^he   same    with    the   opinion   of    lord    advocate   and  of    the   now   Lord 
moietys.  _  l 

Gairdenstown,  and  were  of  opinion  that  as  the  case  of  Kinghorn  sett 

furth    in   the    petition    is    of    general    concern    to    the    whole  state    of 

burrows,  the   convention  should  allow  the  petitioners  the  sum  of  one 

hundred   pounds  sterling  towards  defraying  the  expence  of  discussing 

the  appeal,  one  half  thereof  to  be  charged  on  this  current  year's  missive 

dues,  and  the  other  half  on  the  next,  but  that  neither  of  these  moieties 

should  be  paid  untill  the  appeal  be  discussed.     Which  being  considered 

by  the  convention,  they  approve  thereof,  and  appoint  their  agent  to  pay 

to  the  petitioners  the  forsaid  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  in 

terms  of  and  upon  the  conditions  mentioned  in  the  said  report. 

Representa-  32.  The  same  day  the  forsaid  committee  reported  that  they  had 

Andrews  considered  the  remitt  to  them  on  the  motion  of  the  commissioner  from 

refused.  gj.    Andrews    in   behalf    of  the    magistrates  and  town    council  of  that 

burgh,  but  were   of  opinion  that  they,  the  petitioners,  are  not  entitled 

to  any   pecuniary  aid  from  the  convention  for  the  purposes  mentioned 

in  the  petition,   and  therefore  the  same  ought  to  be   refused.      Which 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  165 

boinf  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve   of   the  report,  and   Edinburgh. 
.  .      J  ,.      .  J      ri  i  n  July  ,7t;4 

refuse  the  petition  accordingly. 

33.  The  same  day  the  said  committee  also  reported  that  they  had   Queensferry 
laid  before  them  the  petition  of  the  burgh  of  Queensferry,  and  after  recommitted, 
some  reasoning  they  had  not  come  to  any  resolution  thereupon,  but  had 

agreed  to  refer  the  said  petition  to  the  convention  ;  and  the  convention 
having  again  considered  that  application,  they  recominitt  the  same  to 
the  said  former  committee,  to  whom  they  add  the  commissioners  for 
Dumfermling,  Culross,  and  Sanquhar. 

34.  The  same  day  the  forsaid  committee  reported  that  they  had  Agent  to 
considered  the  petition  of  the  baillie  of  the  admirality  of  Dumfermling  admirality  of 
and  others,  and  as  after  some  reasoning  they  had   not   come   to   any  V^,!nf.cl!Jlliny 
resolution    thereupon,    they    therefore    agreed    to    refer    the    same    to 

the  convention.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  and 
after  full  reasoning  thereon,  it  was  moved  and  agreed  to — to  put  a 
vote,  give  sixty  pounds  sterling  towards  the  particular  purpose 
mentioned  in  the  petition  or  not ;  and  the  rolls  being  called  and 
votes  marked,  it  carried  give ;  and  accordingly  the  convention 
authorize  and  appoint  their  agent  to  pay  to  Mr  Robertson  Barclay, 
clerk  to  the  signet,  sixty  pounds  sterling  towards  repairing  the 
sniping  places  at  Queensferry,  and  to  charge  the  same  upon  this 
year's  missive. 

35.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  resumed  the  considera-  Agent  to  pay 
tion    of    what    encouragement    they   ought    to  give   to  the    Edinburgh  Edinbr. 
society,   they   unanimously   agree   to  give   them    fifty   pounds   sterling,  society- 
and    authorize    their    agent    to    pay    the     same    accordinglie,     and    to 

charge  it  on  this  year's  missive. 

36.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  for  Fortrose  represented 
that  that  burrow  was  much  decay 'd  owing  in  a  great  measure  to 
three  nighbouring  villages,  vizt.,  Cromerty,  Kilbokie,  and  Avoch, 
who    run    away    with    most    part    of    the    trade    in    that    part    of   the 
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Edinburgh. 
11  July  1764. 
Agent  to 
prosecute 
the  unfree 
traders  of 
Cromerty, 
Kilbokie, 
Avoch,  and 
nighbour- 
hood  of 
Irving. 


country  and  at  the  same  time  bear  no  part  of  the  publick  taxes, 
contrail'  to  the  many  statutes  and  privi ledges  of  the  royal  burrows; 
and  the  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Irvine  also  represented  that 
of  late  a  great  many  houses  had  been  built  in  the  nighbourhood  of 
that  burgh  where  several  hundreds  of  people,  such  as  shipmasters, 
shipbuilders,  and  other  traders,  have  taken  up  their  residence,  and 
carries  on  their  different  trades  and  ocupations  to  the  almost  intire 
ruin  of  that  burgh,  as  these  persons  are  not  subjected  to  any  publick 
taxes.  Both  which  representations  being  considered  by  the  convention, 
they  authorize  and  appoint  their  agent  to  write  to  the  said  unfree 
traders  in  the  nighbourhood  of  Fortrose  and  Irvine  to  come  and  accept 
of  the  communication  of  trade,  and  to  acquaint  them  that  in  case  of 
refusal  they  will  be  prosecute  as  the  law  directs ;  and  the  convention 
do  hereby  authorize  their  agent  to  prosecute  them  accordingly  without 
loss  of  time  at  the  publick  expence. 

[37.  Petition  for  the  usher  of  the  exchequer  &  others  refused.] 

38.  The  same  day  there  was  read  a  petition  from  the  merchants 
and  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Eyemouth,  Ayton,  Coldingham,  and 
country  adjacent,  praying  for  the  benefite  of  commerce  and  facilitating 
correspondence  that  the  convention  would  interpose  their  good  offices 
with  the  postmaster  general  that  he  might  establish  a  post  office  at 
Ayton,  and  to  order  one  bagg  from  the  north  and  another  from  the 
south  to  be  made  up  with  the  letters  for  Eyemouth,  Coldingham, 
Ayton,  Dunse,  and  other  adjacent  parishes,  with  a  proper  sallary  to 
the  postmaster.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
approve  of  the  forsaid  plan  on  this  condition,  that  the  post  boy  shall 
not  alight  or  stop  at  Aiton  longer  than  to  exchange  a  sealed  bag. 

Eodem  die  post  meridm. 
Agent  to  pay  go,    T^g    same  (Jay    the  committee   to    whom  the    petition   of   the 

Queensterry  J  \ 

£30  at  two       burgh  of  Queensferry  was  recommitted  reported  as  their  opinion  that 
moietys.  the  convention  should  give  to  the  petitioners  thirty  pounds   sterling 


Post  office 
at  Ayton 
approveu  of. 
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towards    defraying    the   expence   of   repairing    their    harbour    and    sea   Edinburgh. 

,,,.,.,,  •  ,  .      .  j   ,,         11. July  1764. 

dykes,  one  hair  or  that  sum  to  be  charged  on  this  years  missive,  and  the  A      t  to 

other  half  on  the  next  year's.      Which  being  considered  by  the  conven-   Queensferry 

.  .  £30  at  two 

tion,  they  approve  of  the  said  report,  and  enact  and  ordain  accordingly,     differnt. 

moietys. 

40.  The  same   day   the    member   for   the   burgh   of   Anstr.   Easter  Annual 
represented  that  from  the  begining  of  the  attempts  made  by  former  t0  apply  to 

conventions  and  their  annual  committees  for  the  great   improvements  the  post- 

"  L  master  gem. 

that    have    been   made    in    the    correspondence    thro'    this    country   by  for  shortning 
posts,  it  was   a   capital   and    fundamental    point   insisted   on    by   them   the  posfc 
that   the   course   of   the   mails   between    London    &    Edinburgh    should   betwixt 

"  London  & 

be  shortned  as  much  as  possible,  &  in  particular  that  the  mails  Edinbr. 
should  go  and  come  between  Northallerton  and  Ferrybridge  by  the 
direct  and  natural  road  which  all  travellers  and  expresses  take, 
thro'  Wetherby  and  Burrowbridge  without  turning  aside  to  York ; 
that  3  or  4  hours  might  be  saved  by  taking  this  streight  course  in 
the  going  up  as  well  as  the  coming  down,  by  which  two  great 
points  would  be  obtained  :  1st,  the  mails  from  Edinburgh  for  the 
south  which  now  go  out  at  eight  would  not  need  to  be  dispatched 
till  nine  or  ten  at  night ;  2dly,  the  arrival  of  the  mails  from 
Edinburgh  in  the  different  parts  of  the  country  would  be  more 
early  and  regular,  as  there  would  very  rarely  be  occasion  for 
dispatching  them  later  than  eight  or  nine  at  night  by  waiting 
for  the  arrival  of  the  London  maill ;  and  therefore  moved  that  as 
Mr  Allan  of  Bath  was  now  deceast,  and  that  it  was  supposed  that 
his  lease  was  fallen  to  the  publick,  so  that  any  obstruction  arising 
from  that  gentleman's  title  was  removed,  that  the  convention  should 
impower  their  annual  committee  without  delay  to  renew  the  applica- 
tion to  the  postmaster  general  in  name  of  the  convention  for  having 
the  mails  between  Edinburgh  and  London  to  pass  and  repass  by 
the  direct  and  shortest  road,  and  in  consequence  thereof  to  have 
the  hour  of  departure  from  Edinburgh  to  London  extended  from 
eight  to    nine   or  ten   o'clock  at  night.      Which   being   considered   by 
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Edinburgh,     the   convention,    they    approve   of    the   said   motion    as  tending:  to  the 

1  1      t      -I  -I  m  t*  a  '  *J  J-   J-  O 

'  benefite  of  commerce,  and  authorize  their  annual  committee  to  make 
the  proper  application  to  the  postmaster  general  for  procuring  the 
establishment  of  the  said  regulation. 


Annual 
committee 
to  prepare  a 
bill  on  the 
subject  of 
bankruptcys. 


Annual 
committee  to 
oppose  the 
recruiting 
the  Scots 
Hollanders 
in  this 
country  by 
applications 
to  the 
secretarys 
of  state. 


Letter  & 
queries  from 
Lord  Cath- 
cart,  as 
president  of 
the  police, 
remit  to  a 
committee. 


41.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  their  annual  committee  to 
take  under  consideration  the  9th  act  of  this  convention  relative  to  the 
preparing  a  proper  bill  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcys,  and  to  transmitt 
copies  thereof  to  the  principal  burrows  for  their  opinion,  that  all 
necessary  improvements  may  be  made  before  applying  to  parliament  for 
passing  an  act  on  this  important  subject. 

42.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  their  annual  committee 
to  take  under  their  consideration  the  most  proper  measures  for  preventing 
the  inconveniencys  that  may  arise  to  this  country  and  state  of  burrows 
with  regard  to  the  granting  warrants  or  beating  orders  in  time  coming 
for  recruiting  the  Scots  regiments  in  the  service  of  the  States  General, 
and  that  applications  should  be  made  as  they  shall  see  cause  to  the 
secretarys  of  state  and  the  Right  Honble.  Stewart  M'Kenzie,  lord 
privy  seal  for  Scotland,  in  that  behalf. 

43.  The  same  day  the  preeses  represented  that  Lord  Cathcart,  as 
president  of  the  court  of  police,  had  transmitted  to  him  some  proposalls 
or  usefull  hints  tending  to  the  benefite  of  the  publick,  on  which  it  was 
expected  that  the  convention  or  state  of  burrows  as  being  interested  in 
that  matter  would  give  their  opinion  and  advice  ;  and  the  same  being 
read,  the  convention  appoint  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee, 
Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Elgin,  Montrose,  Inverness,  Fortrose,  and 
Banff  as  a  committee  to  consider  of  these  proposals  and  queries,  and  to 
report  to  the  convention  at  next  meeting. 

44.  The  same  day  the  motion  made  to  the  last  convention 
relative  to  the  interest  of  the  burrows  with  respect  to  any  act  of 
parliament  that  might  be  applyed  for  in  relation  to  the  converting 
of  the  statute  work  for  the  high  roads  into  an  annual  assessment  in 


Convention  of  Royal   Burghs.  169 

money    was   renewed,   and    it   was   moved   that   the   convention    should   Edinburgh. 
of    new    appoint    their    annual    committee    to    advert    to    the    interest  Annual '- 

of    the    hurrows    in     that    matter,    and     recommend     to    the     several  committee 

...  to  advert  to 

burrows    to    transnutt    to    the    annual    committee   their   sentiments  on  the  convert- 
that  subject   without  loss   of   time.       Which   being   considered   by   the  stftutewwk 
convention,    they    approve    of    the    said     motion,    and     appoint    and  into  an 
recommend  accordingly. 

Edinbr.,  12th  July  1764. 

[45.  Agent  to  pay  sallarys  and  gratuitys.     46.  Annual  committee 
appointed.] 

47.  The  same  day  it  was  observed   by  a  member  that  mobs  and   Recommen- 

tumultuous    assemblies    had     of    late    been    very   frequent    in    several   m^g°strats  of 

burrows    in    this     kingdom,    particularly    upon    occasion    of    supposed   burrows  to 

.,  prevent  mobs 

grivances  in  the  price  of  meal,  and  it  was  proposed  that  some  measure  &  tumults. 

should    be    taken    by    the    convention    to  prevent  such   mobs    in    time 

coming ;  after  reasoning  on  this  subject,  a  motion  was  made  that  the 

convention  should   recommend  to    the  magistrates  of    all   the   burrows 

in  Scotland  that  in  case  of  any  mob  or  tumultuous  meeting  in  a  burrow, 

upon  the  above  or  any  other  occasion,    the   magistrates   thereof    shall 

instantly  apprehend  the  guilty  persons,  take  a  precognition  with  respect 

to  their  guilt,  and  furthwith  transmitt  the  same  either  by  presentment 

to  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  and  his  deputes,  or  if  the  day  appointed  by 

law  for  such  presentments  be  at  a  distance,  to  transmitt  the  same  to 

his  Majesty's  advocate  or  his  deputes,  in  order  to  the  prosecution  of  such 

offenders,  either  at  the  ensuing  circuit  court  or  in  the  court  of  justiciary 

at  Edinburgh,  as  shall  appear  most  expedient  and  proper  for  bringing 

these  orlenders  to  justice.     Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 

they  unanimously  approve  of  the  said  motion,  and  recommend  to  the 

several  burrows    to  proceed  accordingly ;   and    appoint    their    agent  to 

cause  insert  this  resolution  in  the  Edinburgh  newspapers  three  several 

times  that  none  may  pretend  ignorance. 
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Edinburgh. 
12  July  1764. 
Annual 
committee 
to  consider 
&  return  an 
ansr.  to  Lord 
Cathcart's 
queries. 


Annual 
committee 
to  consider 
some  rules 
for  regulat- 
ing the 
postage  of 
letters. 


48.  The  same  day  the  preeses  reported  that  the  committee  to 
whom  the  proposals  and  queeries  laid  before  the  convention  by  my 
Lord  Cathcart  were  remitt  found  that  the  same  very  much  concerned 
the  intrest  of  the  publick,  but  that  it  wou'd  take  a  considerable  time 
to  make  such  enquiry  as  would  enable  the  convention  to  make  a 
proper  answer,  and  were  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  convention 
should  remitt  the  same  to  their  annual  committee,  appoint  the 
queeries  to  be  recorded  in  the  minutes  after  the  riseing  of  this 
convention,  and  the  committee  with  their  first  conveniency  to  make 
a  report  to  the  Lord  Cathcart  in  the  name  of  the  convention.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  report,  and 
remitt  to  their  annual  committee  to  proceed  accordingly. 

49.  The  same  day  it  was  observed  by  the  commissioner  for  the 
burgh  of  Aberdeen  that  it  would  be  of  importance  to  the  benefite 
of  commerce  that'  some  rules  should  be  devised  for  regulating  the 
rate  of  postages  conform  to  the  weight,  or  in  such  other  way  as 
to  facilitate  correspondence  at  a  less  expence ;  that  he  apprehended 
this  would  be  no  loss  to  the  revenue  but  rather  an  improvement  of 
it,  as  it  would  occasion  a  more  frequent  and  extensive  correspondence 
by  post,  and  moved  that  this  affair  should  be  remitted  to  their 
annual  committee  to  take  the  proper  measures  for  obtaining  that 
end,  either  in  conjunction  with  the  burrows  of  England,  if  that  cou'd 
be  brought  about,  or  on  account  of  the  state  of  burrows  in  this  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 
they  remitt  the  same  to  their  annual  committee,  with  full  power  to  do 
therein  as  they  shall  see  cause. 

50.  The  same  day  it  was  observed  by  some  members  of  convention 
that  the  proprietors  of  coaches,  chaises,  and  horses  for  byre  had  raised 
their  fares  rather  higher  than  takes  place  in  England,  and  that  travelling 
had  become  much  more  expensive  since  the  improvement  of  the  high 
roads ;  that  the  regulations  lately  projected  by  the  magistrates  of 
Edinburgh  had  somehow  or  other  been  prevented  from  taking  place, 
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and   that  the  power  of  the  magistrates  to  make   such   regulations  had   Edinburgh. 

°  .  12  July  1764. 

been  called  in  question  before  the  Court  of  Session  ;  it  was  therefore   Recom. 

moved  that  the  convention  should  recommend  to  the  magistrates  and  mendation  to 

the  magis- 

council    of    Edinburgh   to    sett    an   example   to  the    other  burrows   by   trats  of 

making  proper  regulations  with  regard  to  the  liyres  of  coaches,  chaises,  establish  the 

and  saddle  horses,  and  in  case  the  power  of  the  magistrates  and  council   hyres  of 

.  coaches, 

of  Edinburgh  to  make  such  regulations  should  be    disputed,  that  the  &Ce.,  and  the 

convention  should  appoint  their  agent  to  carry  on  such  process  as  might  offend  any 

be  raised  at  the  common  expence  of  the  burrows  as  being  a  matter  in  proces  raised 

•  i  -Till011  'hat  head 

which  all  the  burrows  are  interested.      Which  being  considered  by  the  at  the 

convention,  they  approve   of   the    said    motion,  and  ordain    and   enact  the  borrows 

accordingly. 

52.*  The    same    day    it    was    represented    by    the    member    for  Annual 

Anstruther    Easter    that    great    inconveniencys    arise    by   the    want  of  consider  the 

a    master    in    chancery    in    Scotland,    which    occasions    many    persons  expediency 
^  _  ^      x  of  having  a 

who    have   affidavits    to   make   upon   particular   affairs,   which   by   the  master  in 

law    of   England   can   only   be   done   before   a   master   in   chancery,   to  Scotland  & 

be    put    to    great    expence    and     inconveniency     in     travelling    in     to  th,e  a£en' '° 

England     for    making    such   affidavits ;    that    it    was     uswall     for    the  ster.  for 

Lord    Chancellor    in    England    to    appoint    extraordinary    masters    in  commission!8 

chancery  for  that  purpose  in  most  of  the  royal  burrows  in  that  part 

of    the    United    Kingdom,    and    that    it    was    to    be    hoped    on    proper 

application     that    his    lordship    would    appoint    some    proper    person 

or  persons  masters  of  chancery  in  this  country  for  taking  affidavits ; 

that  as   it   was   uncertain    whether    the    fees    received   upon   affidavits 

would    be    equal  1    to    the    trouble    and    expence    of    a    commission,    it 

was    therefore    moved    that    the    convention    for    the    publick    benefite 

would  appoint  their  agent  to  advance   a   sum   not   exceeding   thirteen 

pounds  ster.  for    defraying    the    expence  of  expeding   the   commission 

in  favours  of  such  person  or  persons  in  Edinburgh   as   should   obtain 

the   same.       Which    being   considered   by   the   convention,   they   remitt 

to  their  annual  committee  to  consider   of  the  expediency  of  the  said 

*  Apparently  a  clerical  error—  should  be  51. 
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Edinburgh,     motion,   and   if   it   appeal*   to   them   proper    that   it   should    be    carried 

12  July  1764.  ilk  fl      •     \i     •  f    f      '  * 

into   execution,   do   hereby   authorize    their    agent   to   issue   out  a  sum 

not  exceeding  thirteen  pounds  ster.  for  expeding  the  said  commission. 

Tax  roll  53.  The  same  day  the  convention  unanimously  agree  to  continue 

the  tax  roll  as  it  now  stands  for  one  year  longer,  untill  July  1765  years. 

Convention  54.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  convention, 

and  appoint  the  next  annual  convention  to  meet  and  be  holden  at  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  second  Twesday  of  July  next  seventeen 
hundred  and  sixty-rive  years,  and  appoint  the  clerks  to  direct  missives 
accordingly.     [Follows  signatures.] 

Follows  the  copy  of  the  translation  of  the  letter  from  the  magistrates 
of  Campvere,  appointed  to  be  recorded  by  the  5th  act  of  the 
preceeding  convention. 

Honble.  &  Respectable  Lords, — We  have  received  and  read  this 
day  in  our  assembly  a  missive  signed  by  Mr  George  Drummond  as 
preeses  and  as  authorized  by  your  convention,  dated  from  Edinburg, 
Febry.  13th  last  past,  by  which  you  acquaint  us  that  his  Britanick 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  John  Home,  Esqr.,  to  be 
conservator  of  the  Scots  priviledges  in  the  Netherlands  by  his 
commission  under  the  great  seal  of  Scotland,  and  that  your  lordships 
have  been  pleased  readily  to  admitt  said  conservator,  hoping  he 
would  be  as  agreeable  to  us  as  he  is  to  the  royal  burrows,  and 
recommending  him  to  our  favour.  In  answer  to  the  above  missive 
we  assure  your  lordships  that  it  is  particularly  agreeable  to  us  to 
learn  from  your  missive,  as  also  from  one  received  some  time  ago 
from  said  conservator,  that  he  is  appointed  to  that  honourable  & 
important  office ;  we  have  with  great  satisfaction  admitted  &  acknow- 
ledged him  in  said  quality,  and  we  pray  that  he  may  be  long 
preserved  in  this  eminent  post  for  the  benefite  of  trade  and  the 
cultivating  of  the  harmony  that  has  so  long  subsisted  between  your 
lordships  and  us. 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  173 

And  whereas  your  lordships  assure  us  that  your  best  endeavours  Edinburgh. 
shall  be  employed  for  the  true  and  exact  performance  of  the  staple 
contract  on  your  parts,  so  we  for  our  parts  assure  your  lordships  that 
we  shall  exactly  comply  with  every  point  of  said  contract  towards 
reduceing  any  mistakes  that  may  thro'  length  of  time  have  slipped  in, 
in  expectation  of  the  like  from  your  lordships,  to  the  end  that  the  staple 
may  flourish  and  encrease,  we  being  ready  to  enter  into  friendly 
correspondence  &  communication  with  the  said  conservator  or  his  depute 
in  case  of  any  obscurity  arising  in  any  of  the  articles  of  the  contract, 
or  to  correspond  with  your  lordships  or  with  the  yearly  committee  upon 
the  points  of  difficulty  and  importance,  that  all  obstacles  to  the  welfare 
of  the  staple  port  and  trade  may  be  prevented  or  removed.  Recommend- 
ing your  lordships  in  God's  holy  protection,  we  remain,  honble.  & 
respectable  lords,  your  good  friends  the  bailliew,  burghermasters,  alder- 
men, &  council  of  Campvere.     (Was  signed  by  order  of  the  magistrates.) 

Jacobus  Reynout,  Pensionary. 

Campvere,  21st  April  1764. 

A  true  translation  from  the  Low  Dutch  original. 
(Signed)  R.  Irvine, 

Conservator  Dept. 


Follows  the  copy  of  Lord  Cathcart's  letter  to  the  preeses,  and  the 
proposals  and  queries  therein  mentioned,  appointed  to  be  recorded 
by  the  48th  act  of  the  forgoing  convention. 

My  Lord, — The  court  of  police  having  appointed  a  committee  to 
consider  certain  national  objects  within  their  commission,  and  to  report 
their  opinion  to  the  whole  board  in  November  upon  them,  I  have 
taken  the  liberty,  according  to  the  permission  your  lordship  gave  me, 
to  inclose  a  memorandum  containing  some  heads  upon  which  some 
useiull  materials  by   way  of  information    may   arise   to  your  lordship 
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Edinburgh,  during'  the  meeting  of  the  royal  burrows,  and  will  be  very  gratefully 
received  at  your  leisure  by,  my  lord,  your  most  obedt.  &  faith  full 
servt.,  (Signed)     Cathcart. 

Shoar  Park,  July  9th,  1764. 

Adressed  to  the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh. 


Follows  the  copy  of  the  proposals  &  queeries. 

Mr  Smieton's  report  of  the  two  methods  of  communicating  the 
Forth  with  the  Clyde,  together  with  an  opinion  he  is  to  be  desired  to  give 
of  the  expence  of  straightning  the  channel  of  Forth  twixt  Alloa  and 
Stirling  and  rendering  that  river  navigable  as  high  as  Gartmore,  and 
of  the  expence  necessary  to  open  the  mouth  of  Enrick  and  render  the 
Leven  navigable  by  locks,  and  to  consider  what  commercial  advantages 
could  thereby  be  obtained,  and  how  far  these  improvements  could  bear  a 
toll. 

Queerie. — What  is  at  present  the  price  of  land  carriage  p.  tun  or 
p.  stone  from  Borrowstonness  to  Glasgow,  and  what  quantity  is  carried. 

What  commercial  advantages  would  arise  from  a  communication 
by  water  across  the  isthmus  of  Tarbet  betwixt  Argyle  and  Kintire, 
and  if  it  would,  if  executed,  bear  a  toll. 

The  same  question  with  regard  to  a  water  communication  betwixt 
Fort  William  &  Inverness.  N.B. — It  is  not  expected  these  tolls  will  be 
equal  to  the  expence  of  execution  in  all  these  plans,  but  it  would  be 
usefull  to  know  if  the  tolls  they  would  bear  would  be  any  object. 

The  defect  of  the  laws  whereby  manufacturers  in  wool  and  cotton 
are  at  liberty  to  committ  frauds,  complained  of  in  the  report  by  the 
trustees  to  the  King  of  the  23d  January  last,  and  of  a  proper  remedy. 

The  grivance  arising  to  the  Highlands  and  many  other  parts  of 
Scotland  from  the  coast  duty  upon  coals,  and  of  a  remedy. 
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Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

13  July  1764. 
13   July    1764. 

George   Drunnnond,   Esqr.,   preeses ;    Edinbr.,   Patrick    Lindsay   &  Sederunt. 
Alexander    Wood  ;     Linlithgow,   Alexander    Ross  ;     St    Andrews,    John 
Morison ;    Kinghorn,     Robert     Hamilton ;     Coupar,     George     Bethune ; 
Fortrose,  John  Stephen  ;    Lanerk,  Christopher  Banantyne. 

The  which  day  the  committee  elect  George  Drummond,  Esqr., 
present  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses. 

The  same  day  the  committee  having  heard  read  in  their  presence 
the  several  remitts  made  to  them  by  the  last  convention,  and 
particularly  the  forty  and  forty-nineth  act  thereof,  whereby  it  is 
remitted  to  them  to  apply  to  the  postmaster  general,  not  only  for 
having  the  course  of  the  post  betwixt  London  and  Edinburgh 
shortned  by  which  the  time  of  departure  which  is  now  at  eight  may 
be  extended  to  nine  or  ten  o'clock  at  night,  but  likewise  for  having 
some  rules  devised  for  regulating  the  rate  of  postages  conform  to 
the  weight,  or  in  such  other  way  as  to  facilitate  correspondence  at  a 
less  expence  than  it  is  at  present.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
committee,  they  remitt  to  their  preeses  to  apply  to  the  postmaster 
general  for  Scotland  and  concert  with  him  what  may  be  proper  to 
be  done  for  obtaining  such  regulations  so  important  to  the  benefite 
of  commerce. 

The  same  day  the  committee  having  likewise  taken  into  their 
consideration  the  forty-eight  act  of  the  said  convention,  whei-eby  it  is 
remitted  to  them  to  consider  certain  proposals  and  queries  laid  before 
the  convention  by  the  Right  Honble.  Lord  Cathcart  desiring  their 
opinion  thereon,  and  what  comercial  advantages  would  acrue  to  the 
publick  from  the  joining  the  rivers  Forth  and  Clyde  so  as  to  render 
it  navigable  betwixt  the  east  and  west  seas,  and  other  proposals  therein 


176 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Edinburgh. 
13  July  1764. 


mentioned.  Which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  they  appoint 
their  preeses  to  transmitt  copies  of  the  said  proposals  and  queries  to  the 
magistrates  of  Glasgow,  Stirling,  and  Inverness,  desiring  them  to 
procure  all  the  information  they  can  with  respect  to  these  particulars, 
and  to  transmitt  the  same  to  the  committee  as  soon  as  possible,  so  as 
to  enable  them  to  give  Lord  Cathcart  as  full  and  satisfying  an  answer 
on  that  subject  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit  of,  in  order  to  his 
making  a  report  thereof  to  the  court  of  police  at  their  next  meeting, 
and  which  was  done  accordingly. 


27  November  1764. 

Sederunt.  Edinbr.,     Patrick     Lindsay    &    Alexander    Wood ;     Air,    Andrew 

Hunter ;    Irving,    Robert    Reid ;     Lanerk,   William   Wilson  ;     Inverness, 
John  Frazer ;  Fortrose,  John  Stephen  ;  Anstr.  Easter,  George  Chalmers. 

The  which  day  the  committee  unanimously  elect  James  Stuart, 
Esqr.,  present  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their 
preeses. 

The  same  day  Provost  Drummond,  the  former  preeses,  reported 
that  in  consequence  of  the  letters  he  had  wrote  by  order  of  the 
committee  to  the  magistrates  of  Glasgow,  Stirling,  and  Inverness, 
relative  to  the  procuring  information  with  respect  to  what  comercial 
advantages  would  accrue  to  the  publick  from  the  joining  the  rivers 
Forth  and  Clyde  and  other  improvements  mentioned  in  Lord  Cathcart's 
queeries,  he  had  received  a  return  on  that  subject  from  the  magistrats 
of  Stirling,  but  hitherto  none  from  the  other  two  burrows ;  that  this 
letter  from  Stirling  he  had  given  to  Lord  Cathcart,  but  should 
endeavour  to  procure  a  copy  of  it  in  order  to  be  recorded  in  the 
minutes.  Which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  they  recommend 
to  him  to  get  the  said  copie  for  the  above  purpose,  and  likewise 
recommend  to  the  preeses  to  write  again  to  the  magistrates  of  Glasgow 
&  Inverness  desiring  they  would  as  soon  as  possible  comply  with  the 
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committee's  desire  as  signified  to  them  by  the  former  letter  wrote  them   Edinburgh. 

. ,     .        .  .  27  November 

on  that  subject.  1764. 

The  same  day  the  member  for  Anstruther  Easter  represented  that 

the  post  masters  general  are  at  present  to  erect  horse  posts  to  be  rode 

in  stages  between  Edinburgh  &  Portpatrick    through   Dumfries  three 

times  a  week  ;  that  it   is  said  the  hours  of  the  mail's  departure  from 

Dumfries  for  Edinburgh  are  to  be  uncertain,  and  may  vary  from  one 

to    two,    four,    six,    or    ten    hours,  and  the   arrival  must,  of  course,  be 

equally  uncertain  ;  that  the  said  mail  is  intended  to  come  in  about  eight 

or    nine   in  the   morning   at   Edinburgh,   and   to   depart  for  Dumfries 

between  two  and  three  afternoon,  so  that,  of  course,  there  will  be  no 

proper  time  for  distributing  letters  through  the  city  suburbs  &  Leith, 

and  for  making  answers  even  in  summer  till  the  following  post,  and 

as    the    newspapers    are    not    printed     here    till    the    evenings    of    the 

respective    days,   none   can   go   to  any  part    of    the  towns   or  country 

between  Edinburgh  and  Port   Patrick ;    and   he    therefore  moved  that 

the  committee  would  take  the  matter  into  consideration  and  apply  to 

have  that  post  to  come  in  at  six  or  seven  in  the  mornings,  and  not  to 

be  dispatched  till  nine   at  night   with    the  other    mails,  so  as  it  may 

answer  the  proper  purposes  of  a  post  for  the  city  and  country  ;    that 

as    the     towns     of    Leadhills,    Wanlockhead,    Sanquhar.     Drumlanerk, 

Moniaive,   New  Galloway,  &ce.,  are  proposed  to  have  but  one  post  or 

carrier   a   week  to    come    &    go  through   them  as    formerly  as  far  as 

Wigtoun,  this  seems  altogether  improper,  for  Wigtoun  will  have  posts 

three  times  a  week  through  Dumfries,  and  as  there  is  much  business 

to  do  with  Leadhills  &  the  nighbourhood  by  reason  of  the  mines,  it 

is  proposed  that  a  branch  by  foot  runners  three  times  a  week  should 

go  &  come  through  these  places  as  far  as  New  Galloway  to  join  the 

Dumfries    mail  at  Broughton    Bield    or  any    place  that  may  be    most 

convenient ;    that    as    the    countys    of    Twedale,    Selkirk,    &    Teviot- 

dale  have  no  communication  whatever  with  Edinburgh,  which  is  a  great 

loss   to  the  trade  &  police  of  the  country,  he  thought  the   present  a 

proper  opertunity  for  geting  all  that  tract   of   country  accommodated 

L 
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Edinburgh. 
27  November 
1764. 


for  by  sending  the  Dumfries  post  through  Peebles  on  half  of  the 
expence  will  be  defray 'd,  and  by  establishing  a  branch  by  horse  posts 
from  thence  to  Selkirk,  Jedburgh,  Hawick,  Melrose,  &ce.,  the  whole 
country  will  be  properly  served,  and  the  revenue  it  is  beleived  will  be 
also  improved  ;  it  was  therefore  moved  that  the  committee  would 
likewise  take  these  matters  into  consideration,  and  that  they  would 
apply  to  his  Majesties  post  masters  general  at  London  for  the  altera- 
tions and  improvements  proposed.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
committee,  they  remitt  to  the  members  for  the  burghs  of  Anstr. 
Easter,  Lanerk,  Sanquhar,  Irving,  and  Air  to  consider  of  that 
matter,  and  to  report  their  opinion  as  to  what  may  be  proper  to  be 
done  in  relation  to  it  to  the  committee  at  their  next  meeting. 


8  March  1765. 

Sederunt.  James    Stewart,     Esqr.,    preeses ;     Edinbr.,     John     Nisbet ;    Saint 

Andrews,  John  Swinton,  Esqr.  ;  Air,  Andrew  Hunter  ;  Inverness,  John 
Frazer ;  Anstr.  Easter,  George  Chalmers ;  Inverbervie,  John  Douglas ; 
Fortrose,  John  Stephen ;  Pittenweem,  David  Loch ;  Northberwick, 
William  Hogg. 

The  which  day  the  preeses  acquainted  the  committee  that  since 
last  meeting  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Provost  of  Inverness  in 
answer  to  the  queries  given  in  by  Lord  Cathcart,  whereof  a  cop}'  had 
been  sent  them.  Which  being  read,  and  as  no  answer  has  hitherto 
been  received  from  the  magistrates  of  Glasgow  on  that  subject,  the 
committee  appoint  the  letter  from  the  magistrates  of  Inverness  to  be 
recorded  after  the  minutes  of  this  sederunt. 

The  same  day  it  was  represented  that  as  a  bill  was  intended  to 
be  brought  into  parliament  for  regulating  banking  in  this  part  of  the 
kingdom,  it  was  apprehended  it  wou'd  be  of  great  advantage  to  the 
trade  thereof  in  general  if  some  clauses  for  regulating  the  negotiation 
of  promissary  notes  and  inland  bills  of  exchange  were  inserted  in  it, 
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as  was  formerly  proposed  to  be  done  in  a  bankrupt  law  for  Scotland   Edihbubgh. 

when  it  was  applied   for,  and   which   was  as  follows  : — And  whereas  it   - 

wou'd  tend  to  the   promoting  of   trade  in   that  part  of  Great  Britain 

called  Scotland  that  promissary  notes  were  allowed  the  like  summary 

execution  and  other  priviledges  with  bills  of  exchange,  be  it  therefore 

enacted   by  the    authority   forsaid   that   the    same    execution    shall    be 

competent  and  proceed  upon  all  promissary  notes,  whether  holograph 

or  not,  as  is  provided  to  pass   upon   foreign   bills  of   exchange  by  the 

act  passed   in  the   third  parliament    held   in   Scotland  in  the  reign  of 

King   Charles   the   Second,    intituled   act  concerning  bills  of  exchange, 

and  that    the   said   act   shall    be   extended  to  promissary  notes    in    all 

points,   and  that  the  said  notes   shall   pass  by    blank  indorsation,  and 

that    all  indorsees    of    such    notes   shall  have   the   same  priviledges  as 

indorsees  of  bills  of  exchange  now  have  in  all  points ;  and  for  better 

ascertaining  the  time  of  protesting  inland  bills,  precepts,  and  pi'omissary 

notes  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  it  is  hereby  enacted 

and  declared  that  all  such  inland  bills,  precepts,  and  promissary  notes 

shall  and  ought  to  be  protested,  in  like  manner  as  foreign  bills,  before 

the   expiry  of  the  three  days   of   grace,  otherwise   there   shall    be    no 

recourse  against  the  drawer  or   any   of  the   indorsers   of   such   inland 

bills,  precepts,  or  promissary  notes :    Declaring  always  that  it  shall  be 

sufficient   to   operate   recourse,    if   notice   is   given   of  the   dishonour   of 

inland   bills,   precepts,  or   promissary  notes  within  fourteen  days  after 

the  protest  is  made,  without  prejudice  to  the  notification  of  foreign  bills 

to  be  made  within  such  time  as  is  requisite  by  the  mercantile  usage  & 

custom  ;    and  for  further  promoting  the  currency  of  bills  and  notes  so 

necessary  for  carrying  on  commerce  in  an  expeditious  manner,  be  it 

enacted  that  summary  execution    by  horning  or  other  dilligence  shall 

pass   upon   all   bills   whither   foreign    or   inland   though    accepted,   and 

upon  all  promissary  notes,  not  only  against  the  accepters  of  such  bills 

or  granters  of  such   notes,   but   also   against  the   drawers   of   the   bills 

and  against  the  whole  indorsers  of  the  said  bills  or  notes  jointly  and 

severally,    except    where    the    indorsation    is    qualified    to    be    without 
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Edinburgh,     recourse,  saving  &  reserving  to    all    the    said    drawers   and    indorsers 

8  March  1765.  .  .  ,    .  » 

their   respective   claims   of   recourse  against  one  another  as  accords  of 

the  law.      Which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  they  approve  of 

the  said  motion,  and  appoint  their  preeses  to  write  my  lord  advocate 

on  that  head,  and  at  the  same  time  to  transmitt  him   a  copy  of  the 

above  clauses  in  order   to   their  being   made   a   part  of  the   said   bill ; 

and  the  committee  further  recommend  to  the  preeses  to  write  Mr  Couts, 

the  member  for  Edinburgh,  on  the  same  subject,  and  to  desire  him  how 

soon  that  bill  is  prepared  that  he  wou'd  send  down  a  copy  of  it;  and 

appoint  the  agent  to  write  Mr  George   Ross,  agent  at  London,  to  the 

same  purpose. 

The  same  day  it  was  likewise  moved  to  the  committee  that  as  the 

board  of  police  in  Scotland  had  been  considering  of  a  proper  plan  for 

establishing    an    uniformity  of  weights  and  measures  in  this  country, 

and   with   that   view   had   wrote   the   shirriffs   and   magistrates   of  the 

different  countys  &  burrows  desiring  to  be  informed  what  proportion 

the  weights  and  measures  used  within  their  different  districts  bear  to 

the  legal  standart,  and  as  a  bill  was  now  depending  in  parliament  for 

establishing  a  like  plan  in  England,  it  was  submitted  whither  it  wou'd 

not  be  proper  for  the  committee  to  procure  a  copy  of  that  bill  in  order 

to  consider  if  an  application  should  be  made  for  having  it  extended  to 

Scotland.     Which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  they  recommend 

to  the  Dean  of  Gild  of  Edinburgh  to  examine  and  make  a  report  to 

the   board   of  police  with   respect  to  what  difference  there  is  betwixt 

those  weights  &  measures  used  in  Edinburgh  and  the  legal  standart ; 

and   appoint  Mr  Gray,  the  agent,  to  write  to  Mr  George    Ross  for    a 

copy  of  the   forsaid    bill  now  depending  in   parliament ;  and   likewise 

reinitt  to  the  members  for  St  Andrews,  Anstr.  Easter,  Inverbervie,  Dysert, 

&  North  Berwick  as  a  committee  to  consider  whither  it  will  be  proper 

that   this  law  should  be  extended  to  Scotland,  with  power  to  them  to 

take  the  advice  and  assistance  of   Mr  John  Fordyce   in  examining  into 

the    said    matter,    and    to    report  their    opinion    to    the    committee    at 

their  next  meeting. 
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Follows  the  copy  of  the  Provost  of  Inverness's  letter,  appointed  Edinhuroh. 

1J  ,  .    .  ll  8  March  1765. 

to  be  recorded. 

Honble.  Sirs, — Provost  Drummond's  letter  of  the  17th  July, 
covering  queries  with  respect  to  commercial  advantages  proposed  by 
opening  water  communications,  was  by  an  unaccountable  mistake  not 
properly  presented  till  very  lately  Mr  Frazer,  assessor  for  this  burgh, 
wrote  of  it.  Since  that  time  it  was  the  subject  of  our  magistrates' 
enquiry  &  deliberation.  I  here  at  their  desire  write  you  all  that  can 
occur  to  us.  We  are  at  too  great  a  distance  to  be  able  to  judge  or 
give  airy  opinion  of  the  advantages  by  opening  a  communication 
'twixt  the  Clyde  and  Firth  of  Forth,  as  also  of  that  proposed  over 
the  isthmus  of  Tarbet ;  these  will  be  properly  &  fully  pointed  out  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  annual  committee  by  more  competent  judges. 

But  in  regard  to  the  communication  'twixt  Fort  William  and 
this  place,  we  must  observe  if  properly  execute  it  must  be  attended 
with  many  great  advantages,  as  particularly  it  would  make  a  speedyer 
&  safer  conveyance  of  all  kinds  of  merchandize  to  and  from  the  West 
Indies,  Ireland,  the  ports  on  the  western  coast  of  England,  also  for 
fishing  stores  &  ffish  to  and  from  the  West  Highlands  &  Islands. 
It  would  also  encourage  working  lead  &  iron  mines ;  the  utility  will 
likewise  be  found  to  be  great  for  the  government  service  in  having 
such  communication  'twixt  the  Forts  William  and  Fort  Augustus, 
rather  than  the  precarious  and  often  dangerous  passage  and  navigation 
by  the  Pentland  Firth.  What  toll  it  wou'd  produce  cannot  be 
conjectured  at  or  ascertained,  but  obviou.s  it  is,  convenient  communica- 
tions will  greatly  improve  the  country  and  promote  trade  and  a  resort 
heretofore  unknown. 

We  have  neither  woolen  or  cotton  manufactories  amongst  us,  and 
can  say  nothing  on  that  subject ;  but  as  to  the  coast  duty  on  coals,  it  is 
remarkably  evident  to  be  the  greatest  barr  upon  agriculture  &  manu- 
factures, and  consequently  frustrates  the  laudable  intentions  of  the 
legislature  to  civilize  and  improve  the  North  &  Highlands  of  Scotland ; 
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Edinburgh,     the  only  remedy  can  be  pointed  out  is  a  total  exemption  of  all  imported 

8  March  1705. 

to   the   Murray   Firth,  the   amount  of   the  duty,  because   of   the   high 

freights  paid  for  what  is  brought  &  of  the  uncertain   passage,   ought 

to  be  matter  of  small  consideration  with  the  government.     I  heartily 

wish  all  manner  of  success  to  every  measure  for  the  improvement  & 

advantage  of  the   country, — and  I  am  with  very  great   respect,  hond. 

sir,  your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  servant, 

(Signed)     James  Frazer,  Provt. 

Inverness,  5th  Janry.  1765. 

Addressed  to  the  Honble.  James  Stewart,  Esqr., 
Lord  Provost  of  Edinbr. 


20  March  1765. 

Sederunt.  James  Stewart,  Esqr.,  preeses ;    Edinbr.,  Alexander  Wood  &  John 

Nisbet ;  Inverness,  John  Frazer ;  Irving,  Robei't  Reid ;  Dysert, 
Mr  David  Rae,  advocate ;  Anstr.  Easter,  George  Chalmers ;  Whithorn, 
John  M'Gowan  ;  Fortrose,  John  Stephen. 

The  which  day  the  preeses  acquainted  the  committee  that,  agreeable 
to  the  minute  of  last  sederunt,  he  had  transmitted  my  lord  advocate 
a  copy  of  the  clauses  relative  to  the  negotiation  of  inland  bills  & 
promissary  notes,  proposed  to  be  insert  in  the  bill  for  regulating 
banking  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom ;  that  in  return  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  his  lordship  in  which  he  acquainted  that  he  was  affraid 
it  was  now  too  late  for  having  these  clauses  put  into  that  bill,  as  it  had 
been  read  a  second  time,  and  stood  committed  for  Thursday  then  next. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  and  lord  advocat's  letter 
being  read,  they  appoint  it  to  be  recorded  after  this  minute. 

Copy  of  Lord  Advocat's  letter. 

My  Lord, — I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  letter  inclosing 
a  clause  relating  to  execution  &  recourse  upon  promissary  notes  &  bills 
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proposed  to  be  added  to  the  banking  bill.  I  greatly  approve  of  the  Edinburgh. 
matter  contain'd  in  your  clause,  but  as  the  banking  bill  has  been  read  7765.' 
a  second  time  and  now  stands  committed  for  Thursday  next,  I 
do  not  apprehend  that  this  new  matter  can  be  brought  into  it,  but 
I  will  lay  it  before  the  committee  who  prepared  &  brought  in  the 
banking  bill  for  their  advice.  If  it  cannot  be  brought  into  this  bill, 
I  shall  be  very  ready  to  bring  that  and  some  other  matters  which 
I  think  are  of  consequence  to  the  trade  of  Scotland  into  a  seperate  bill, 
but  the  shortness  of  this  session  will  prevent  any  thing  of  this  kind 
being  attempted  till  another  session. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
great  regard,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  servant, 

(Signed)         Tho.  Miller. 

Suffolk  Street,  15th  March  1765. 
Address'd  to  the  Right  Honble. 
the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh. 


General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 

9  July  1765. 


Edinburgh. 
9  July  1765. 


Sederunt. 


1.  The  which  day  the  convention  unanimously  elect  James  Stuart,  preeses 
Esqr.,  present  lord  piovost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses  cnosen- 
during  the  sitting  of  this  convention,  who  being  present  accepted  and 
gave   his   oath   de  fideli,   and   qualified    himself   to    his    Majesty   King 
George   the   Third   by   taking   the   oaths   of  alleadgence  &  abjuration, 
and  signing  the  same  with  the  assurrance. 

2.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  the  members  for  the  burgh  Committee 
of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Montrose,  Kinghorn, 
Dumfries,     Queensferry,     North     Berwick,    Stirling,     Linlithgow,     Air, 
Kirkcudbright,  Whithorn,  and  Kilrenny  as  a  committee  to  consider  of 


on  the 
commissions. 
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Edinburgh,     the  several  commissions   presented   to   the   convention,   and  to  report ; 
Committee       an(^  the  convention  having  heard  and  considered  the  several  commissions 

on  the  jn   favours   of  their  said  committee,  they  unanimously  approve  thereof  ; 

commissions.  _  ^  . 

and  such    of  the    committee   who   were   not   formerly   qualified  to  his 

Majesty  King  George  the  Third  did  qualify  themselves  by  taking  the 

oaths   of   alleadgence  and  abjuration,  and  signing  the  same    with  the 

assurrance,    vizt. :  —  John    Nisbet    &    Thomas    Simpson,    members    for 

Edinburgh ;  John  Bowman,  member  for  Glasgow  ;  Alexander  Simpson, 

for    Perth ;     Robert    Ramsay,    for    Dundee ;     William    Alexander,    for 

Kilrenny ;    George   Shand,   for   Aberdeen ;    William   Christie   &  James 

Bisset,  for  Montrose ;   Nicoll  Bryce,  for  Stirling ;  James  Dalgleish,  for 

Queensferry ;  and  the  Honble.  Alexander  Gordon,  for  Kirkcudbright. 

[3.  Commissions  approven.  4.  Heads  of  a  bill  relating  to  taillzies 
remitt  to  a  committee.  5.  2d  article  of  the  missive  read.  6.  Act  of 
the  convention  read.  7.  Act  of  the  convention  read.  8.  Proceedings 
of  the  annual  committee  approven.     9.  Commissions  approven.] 

Eodem  die  2>°st  merid. 

Trustees'  10.  The  same  day   there    was    presented  by   David   Flint  a  copy 

presented.  °f  the  report  made  by  the  honble.  the  commissioners  and  trustees  for 
improvement  of  fisheries  and  manufactures  to  his  Majesty  at  Christmas 
last ;  as  also  George  Innes,  deputy  receiver  general,  gave  in  an  account 
of  payments  made  by  him  in  consequence  of  the  trustees  their  orders 
from  the  25th  of  December  1763  to  25th  December  1764,  both  which 
were  ordered  to  lye  upon  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

[11.  List  of  arrears  of  missive  dues  presented.  12.  Agent's 
accots.  remitt  to  a  committee.] 

Actanentthe  13.  The   same   day    the  committee  to   whom   it  was  remitted  to 

the  law  consider  the  heads   of    a  bill   to  amend  the  law  concerning  tailzies  in 

tailzf™11^       ^iat  Par^  °^  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  prepared  by  the  dean  and 

faculty    of    advocates,    and    proposed    to    be    presented    to    parliament, 

reported  that  they  having  considered  the  same,  and  being  fully  satisfied 
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that  perpetuitys  as  they  stand  now  established  by  the  statute  1685  are  Edinburgh. 
hurtfull  both  to  public  &  private  intrest,  especially  in  a  trading  nation,  Actanentthe 

and   that  an  alteration  or  amendment  of  the  law  in  that  particular  is  alteration  of 

.  .  -    the  law 

highly    expedient    &    necessary,  and  therefore   the    committee  were  of  concerning 

opinion    that     the    convention    should    approve    of    the    said    intended 

application  to    parliament    for    abolishing    perpetuitys,    and    for    such 

other  amendments  or  alterations  of  the  law  respecting  tailzies  as  the 

legislature  in  its  great  wisdom  should   think  proper   to   make.     Which 

being   considered    by    the   convention,    they    unanimously    approve    of 

the  said   report,  and  recommend  to  each  of  the  royal  burrows  to  send 

their    representatives    in    parliament    a    printed    copie    of    this    act    & 

resolution  of  the  convention  with  proper  instructions  ;  and  appoint  the 

annual  committee  to  furnish  the  burrows  timeously  with  printed  copies 

thereof  for  the  above  purpose  ;  and  further,  they  appoint  the  same  to 

be  published  in  the  Edinburgh  newspapers,  that  the  whole  nation  may 

be  apprized  of  the  sense  of  the  royal  burrows  upon  a  matter  of  so  great 

importance  to  the  country. 

14.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  convention  a  petition  Petition  for 
for  the  burgh  of  Kilrenny,  representing  the  low  and  decay'd  state  of  presented, 
that  burgh  and  its  revenue,  and  craving  the  aid  of  the  convention  as 

they  had  lodged  their  application  with  the  annual  committee  in  March 
last.  Which  being  read,  the  convention  appoint  the  petition  to  lye 
upon  the  table  till  next  sederunt. 

15.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  the  annual  missive  Heads  of 
read,  they  appoint  &  continue  the  haill  heads  and  articles  thereof  for  continued, 
another  year,  untill  July  1766,  except  as  to  the  tax  roll,  which  they 

delay  the  consideration  of  till  next  meeting. 

Edinbr.,  10th  July  1765. 

[16.  Agent's  accots.  of  unfree  trade  audited.  17.  Agent's  accots. 
of  missive  dues  audited.  18.  Horning  agt.  deficients.  19.  Commissions 
appro  ven.] 
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Edinburgh. 
10  July  1765. 
Committee 
to  enquire 
into  the  state 
of  Kilrenny. 


Tax  roll 
continued. 


Proposal  for 
establishing 
a  linen  hall 
remitt  to 
a  comee. 


Annual 
committee 
to  consider 
the  petition 
of  Coll. 
Stewart. 


20.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  from  the  burgh  of  Kilrenny,  they  remitt  to  the  burghs 
of  Kinghorn,  Kirkaldy,  Dysert,  and  Saint  Andrews,  or  any  two  of 
them,  to  enquire  into  the  matter  therein  sett  furth  and  report  to  the 
annual  committee,  so  as  the  whole  may  be  prepared  to  be  laid  before 
the  next  convention. 

21.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  head  of  the  missive  respecting  the  tax  roll,  do  unanimously 
continue  the  same  as  it  now  stands  for  another  year,  untill  July  1766. 

22.  The  same  day  the  assessor  for  Kinghorn  represented  that 
he  and  the  member  for  Sanquhar  had  been  instructed  by  the  trustees 
for  improvement  of  manufactures  &  fisheries  in  Scotland  to  inform 
the  convention  that  in  their  opinion  the  erecting  a  linen  hall  in 
Edinburgh  would  greatly  tend  to  improve  the  linnen  manufacture  in 
this  country,  and  to  desire  the  advice  of  the  convention  thereanent, 
and  what  regulations  it  would  be  proper  to  establish  concerning  it, 
anent  which  the  state  of  burrows  was  to  be  putt  to  no  manner  of 
expence.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  to 
the  commissioners  for  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  Kirkaldie,  Montrose,  Dumfermling, 
Aberbrothock,  Forfar,  and  Kilrenny  as  a  committee  to  converse  with 
the  said  assessor  and  member  for  Sanquhar  and  any  other  of  the 
trustees,  and  to  report  to  the  next  convention. 

23.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  a  memorial  from 
the  Honble.  John  Stuart,  Collonel  of  one  of  the  Scots  brigades  in 
the  service  of  the  States  General,  representing  the  utility  arising  to  this 
country  from  the  employing  of  so  many  young  gentlemen,  natives  of 
Scotland,  in  these  regiments,  which  thereby  became  a  seminary  for 
educating  many  good  officers  that  afterwards  made  a  considerable 
figure  in  the  British  army,  and  the  hardship  it  was  to  deny  them  the 
liberty  of  recruiting  in  this  country,  which  they  were  now  refused  in 
consequence  of  an   application   made   by  the  annual  committee  to  his 
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Maiestie's  secretary's  of   state   as   directed  by   the   42    act  of  the    last  Edinburgh. 
convention,    and     therefore    requesting    the    convention    to    take     this  Annual — 
matter  into  their  consideration,  and  to  endeavour  to  procure  a  regulation  committee 

.to  consider 

established  as  might  be  usefull  to  the  country.      Which  being  considered  the  petition 
by   the  convention,   they  remitt    the    same    to    the   commissioners    for  gte^ai't 
Edinburgh,   Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  Kinghorn,  and 
Kilrenny  to  consider  thereof  and  to  report. 

24.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  convention  Annual 

a  petition  for  Robert  Pillans,  John  Hunter,  and  James  Gentle,  brewers  colder  The0 
in  Edinburgh,  for  themselves  and  in  name  of  the  brewers  of  Edinburgh   petition  of 

ni  ■  i •       tne  Drewcrs- 

and  Glasgow,  setting  furth  that  by  the  present  method  of  collecting  his 
Majestie's  revenue  of  excise  that  branch  of  trade  laboured  under  dis- 
advantages in  Scotland  more  than  in  the  nighbouring  kingdom,  and 
therefore  praying  the  convention  to  interpone  their  good  offices  to  have 
this  branch  of  trade  and  manufacture  put  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
breweries  is  in  England.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 
they  remitt  to  the  annual  committee  to  consider  of  this  petition  with 
the  application  made  by  the  brewers  to  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  with 
power  to  do  therein  as  they  shall  see  cause. 

25.  The  same  day  it  was  moved  by  the  assessor  for  Anstr.  Easter  Committee 

that  in  regard  the  practise  of  entailling  lands  had  been  resolved  by  the  0f  a°method 

convention  to  be  a  grivance  and  hurtfull  to  the  trading  intrests  of  the  to  prevent 

•  ■  •  tne 'ncon- 

country,   that   the   convention   would   also   take   into  consideration  the  veniency 

great  loss  and  inconvenience  suffer'd  by  traders  &   money  lenders  in   thefrfoent" 
general,  who  are  or  may  be  creditors  to  persons  possest  of  real  property   tedious  way 

.  .of  bringin0* 

in  lands  or  houses,  by  the  veiy  slow,  tedious,  and  expensive  methods  heretable  ° 
now  in  use  for  bringing  such  subjects  to  sale,  and  for  dividing  the  ^J ects  to 
amount  of  them  amongst  lawfull  creditors,  and  if  the  convention  should 
be  of  opinion  that  this  present  practise  is  hurtfull  to  commerce  and  the 
genei'al  intrest  of  the  country,  he  hoped  the  convention  would  appoint 
a  small  committee  to  consider  of  the  most  proper  methods  for  obtaining 
some  remedy  of  this  grivance,  with  power  to  concert  such  plans  &  to 
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Edinburgh. 
10  July  1765. 
Committee 
to  consider 
of  a  method 
to  prevent 
the  incon- 
veniency 
arising  from 
the  freqent 
tedious  way 
of  bringing 
heretable 
subjects  to 
sale. 


make  such  applications  to  proper  persons  thereanent  as  they  should 
think  most  convenient,  and  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  next 
convention.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve 
of  the  motion,  and  authorize  the  commissioners  for  the  burghs  of 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Annan,  Anstr.  Easter,  and  Inverbervie, 
Kilrenny,  Inverness,  Kirkcudbright,  Dysert,  Tain,  Elgin,  Selkirk,  and 
Saint  Andrews  as  a  committee  to  consider  thereof,  to  advise  with  the 
most  proper  persons  and  to  concert  such  plans  as  shall  appear  most 
proper  &  convenient  for  procuring  a  redress  of  this  grivance,  and  to 
report  their  opinion  to  the  next  convention. 

Petition  for  26.  The  same  day  there  was  read  a  petition  from  the  commissioners 

bridge  over  appointed  by  an  act  past  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  entituled  an 
r>re  riv?rdTay  act  for  the  building  a  bridge  over  the  river  Tay  at  or  near  the  town  of 
Perth,  setting  furth  the  great  national  utility  of  erecting  such  bridge, 
and  that  it  was  of  such  importance  to  the  trade  &  commerce  of  this 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  as  to  deserve  the  assistance  of  the  royal 
burrows,  and  that  it  was  hoped  by  further  donations  it  would  be  in 
the  power  of  the  trustees  to  make  it  a  free  bridge,  and  therefore 
craving  the  aid  of  the  convention.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  appoint  the  petition  to  lye  upon  the  table  till  next 
sederunt. 


Report, 
Mr  Cosmo 
Gordon,  in 
regard  to 
Mr  Black's 
book  on 
the  royal 
burrows. 


[27.  Memorial  for  John  Forbes  presented.] 

28.  The  same  day  Mr  Cosmo  Gordon,  advocate,  commissioner  for 
Elgin,  reported  that  it  was  recommended  to  him  by  the  general 
convention  in  July  1763  to  revise  Mr  Black's  book  on  the  royal 
burrows,  and  make  such  observations  as  should  occur  to  him  with 
regard  to  any  of  the  laws  in  that  collection  that  appear'd  to  him 
to  be  repeal'd  or  gone  into  dissuetude,  with  a  view  to  have  the  said 
book  reprinted  in  order  that  the  royall  burrows  might  the  better  know 
their  rights  and  priviledges,  and  the  origin  and  extent  of  the  powers 
of   the  convention.     That   in    obedience    to    this    recommendation    Mr 
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Gordon     had     accordingly    revised    Mr    Black's    book,    and     considered   Edinburgh. 

.  ,,  10  July  1765. 

whither  by  any  alterations  or  amendments  it  could  answer  the  purpose  Report,- 

which  the  convention  had  in  view  ;  that  after  the  most  mature  delibera-   Mr  Cosmo 

Gordon,  in 

tion    it  occur'd  to  him  that    Mr  Black's    book  as   it  stands  at  present  regard  to 
is  so  defective  and  irregular,  and  can  be  of  so  little  service  to  the  royal  hook  on 
burrows,  that  it  is  not  worth  reprinting ;  that  he  was  further  of  opinion   t"e  royal 

.  burrows. 

that  it  was  impossible  by  any  alterations  or  amendments  whatever 
to  make  the  said  book  compleat  or  useful),  so  as  in  any  degree  to 
answer  the  purpose  of  the  convention,  for  which  reasons  he  thought 
it  unnecessary  to  comply  with  the  forsaid  recommendation,  as  he  was 
perfectly  convinced  that  any  attempts  of  his  to  amend  Mr  Black's  book 
wou'd  have  been  of  no  service  whatever  either  to  the  general  convention 
or  in  directing  the  conduct  of  magistrates  in  particular  burrows. 

Eodem  die  post  merid. 

[29.  Agent  to  pay  John  Forbes  £5.] 

30.  The  same  day  the  members  for  Anstr.  Easter  and  Pittenweem   Annual 

moved  that  whereas  the  last  annual  committee  had  several  applications  t0  consjcier  0f 

before  them  touching  the  erection  of  new  posts  through  the  southern  the  further 

°  1  °  improvement 

parts   of   Scotland   which   had   not  yet   been   put   into    execution,    and   of  the  course 

whereas  it  had  been  an  instruction  from  former  conventions  to  their  °      e  pos 

committees    to   do   every   thing   in   their    power   for   promoting  proper 

establishments  of  posts  through  all   parts  of  Scotland,  and  to  use  all 

means  for  obtaining  the  mails  between  London  and  Edinburgh  to  pass 

by  the  shortest  road  between  Northallerton  and  Ferrybridge  without 

going    round    by   York,  that    the   convention   would   recommend  these 

matters  again  to  the  next  annual  committee,  with  instructions  for  them 

to  receive  in  and  support  all  and  every  reasonable  application  made  to 

them  by  any  burrow  or  burrows,  towns,  Leith,  or  other  trading  places 

for  further  improvements  of  the  posts,  and  in  particular  to  promote  the 

establishment  of  the  usefull  new  intended  erections  between  Edinburgh 
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Edinburgh.     &  Dumfries  to  Port  Patrick,  and  those  intended  into  the  counties  of 

Annual :   Peebles,  Selkirk,  and  Tiviotdale  which  have  no  posts  at  present.     Which 

committee  to  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  said  motion  to  the 

consider  of  , 

the  further      next  annual  committee,  and  recommend  to  them  to  take  every  proper 

oTtheTourse  measure  and  do  every  thing  in  their  power  for  improving  the  course 

of  the  posts,  of  the  post. 

Agent  to  pay  31.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  resumed  the  consideration 

thelrustees0  °^  the  petition  of  the  trustees  for  building  a  bridge  across  the  river  Tay 

for  building     a^  or  near  to  the  town  of  Perth,  and  being  well  satisfied  of  the  great 

a  bridge  over    .  •    7  •  . 

Tay  £500.        importance  of  that  work  to  the  commercial  mtrests  of  this  kingdom, 

do  resolve  that  incase  the  whole  sum  necessary  shall  not  exceed  ten 

thousand    pounds    sterling,    to    pay    to    the    trustees    or   their   receiver 

general   by   way  of  donation  for  building  a   free  bridge  over  the  said 

river    the   sum  of   three   hundred   pounds  sterling  by  annual  payments 

of  ffifty  pounds  sterling  yearly,  and  incase  the  whole  sum  for  building 

said  bridge  shall  amount  to  twelve  thousand  pounds  sterling  or  more, 

then  to  pay  the  further  sum   of  two  hundred  pounds  sterling  towards 

compleating    the    same,    it    being    always    understood    that    incase    the 

bridge  be  finished  before  all  the  annual  payments  above  mentioned  shall 

fall  due,  that  never  the  less  the  whole  ballance  of  the   respective  sums 

abovementioned  shall  be  payable  when  the  said  bridge  is  passable  for 

carriages,  or  at  least  within  year  and  day  thereafter ;  providing  always 

that   incase  any   toll    or   tolls  shall   be  levy'd  on   the  said  bridge  then 

and  in  that  case   the  sums  given  as  aforsaid  shall  be  considered  only 

as  a  loan  upon  the  security  of  the  tolls,  and  shall  be  repaid  again  with 

intrest    out    of    the    said    tolls   to   the   convention   in    like   proportions 

as  sums  advanced  in  loan  by  other  lenders  for  the   said  purpose  shall 

be  repaid  ;  and  the  trustees  or  their  receiver  general  shall  give  receipts 

for   the    respective   sums   they    receive    in    terms    of    this    grant,    and 

appoint  the   first  moiety   to    be   paid  in  July    1766  incase   the    bridge 

be   begun  by  that  time  ;  and  appoint  their  agent  to  make  the  annual 

payments    from    and    after    the    time    that    the    building    of    the    said 

bridge  is  begun,  and  to  charge  the  annual  missive  with  the   respective 
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payments    from    time   to   time   as   the  same  shall  become  due   and  fall    Edinburgh. 
I    \      .  ,  10  July  1765. 

to  be  issued  out 


[32.  Agent  to  pay  sallarys  and  gratuitys.     33.  Annual  committee 

appointed.] 

Edinbr.,   11th  July   1765. 

34.  The   same   day  the  committee   to    whom   the   proposal   of  the  Committee 
trustees   for   establishing   a   linen    hall  at  Edinburgh,  and  to  report  to  join  with  the 
the  next  convention,  having  mett  and  maturely  considered  that  matter,   tiustees  in 

°_  ^  establishing 

beg'd  leave  to  report  to  this  convention  that  they  were  unanimously  a  linen  hall, 
of  opinion  that  establishing  a  linnen  hall  in  Edinburgh  at  the  expence  of 
the  trustees  for  improvement  of  fisheries  and  manufactures  under  the 
joint  direction  of  a  committee  of  the  royal  burrows  and  committee 
of  the  said  trustees  may,  and  most  probably  will,  be  of  publick  utility 
to  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  therefore  were  of  opinion 
that  the  convention  should  approve  of  the  proposal  made  by  the 
trustees,  and  appoint  a  committee  of  their  number  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  the  trustees  or  their  committee  in  that  matter.  Which  being  con- 
sidered by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report,  and  appoint 
the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Kilrenny, 
Anstr.  Easter,  Aberbrothock,  Kirkaldie,  and  Dumfermling,  whereof  any 
three  to  be  a  quorum,  to  meet  with  the  trustees  or  their  committee, 
and  join  with  them  in  the  management  and  direction  of  that  affair. 

35.  The    same     day     the     convention     having     reconsidei'ed     the  Annual 

memorial   relative   to   the   recruiting  the   Scots   brigade   in   the   Dutch  conskl'erThe0 

service,    do    remitt    the    same    to    the    consideration    of    their    annual  memorial 

ot  Coll. 
committee   along   with  the   lord  advocate,  and  to  report  their  opinion   Stewart,  & 

to  the  next  convention.  °  refor  • 

36.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present   convention,   Convention 
and    appoint   their   next  annual  convention  to  meet   at   the   burgh   of 
Edinburgh    upon   the    second    Twesday    of    July    one    thousand    seven 
hundred  &  sixty-six  years,  and  appoints  the  clerks  to  direct  missives 
accordingly.      [Follows  signatures.] 
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Edinburgh. 
12  July  1765. 


Sederunt. 


Act  of  the 
convention 
concerning 
the  altera- 
tion of  the 
law  with 
respect  to 
tailzies  to  be 
transmitted 
to  the  royal 
boroughs. 


Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 

12  July  1765. 

Edinburgh,  John  Nisbet ;  Perth,  Alexander  Simson ;  Air,  Andrew 
Hunter ;  Inverness,  John  Frazer ;  Fortrose,  John  Stephen ;  Aberdeen, 
George  Shand ;  Pittenweem,  David  Loch ;  Aberbrothock,  Alexander 
Keith  ;  Anstr.  Easter,  George  Chalmers ;  Inverary,  Robert  Campbell. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  elect  James  Stuart,  Esqr., 
present  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses. 

The  same  day  the  committee  having  taken  into  their  consideration 
the  several  remitts  made  to  them  by  the  last  general  convention,  and 
particularly  the  thirteenth  act  thereof,  whereby  it  is  remitted  to  them 
to  cause  print  and  transmit  to  the  several  royal  burrows  that  act  of 
the  convention  anent  the  obtaining  an  alteration  of  the  law  with  respect 
to  tailzies  in  Scotland,  in  terms  of  which  act  the  committee  appoint 
the  agent  to  cause  print  and  transmitt  to  the  magistrates  of  the 
several  burrows  an  extract  of  the  said  act  of  convention,  so  as  they 
may  conform  thereto,  and  likewise  appoint  the  resolution  of  the 
burrows  to  be  inserted  in  the  Edinburgh  news  papers,  so  as  the  publick 
may  be  acquainted  with  their  opinion  on  a  matter  of  so  great  importance 
to  the  intrest  of  this  part  of  the  country. 


24  December  1765. 

Sederunt.  James  Stuart,  Esqr.,  preeses ;   Edinburgh,  John  Nisbet  &  Patrick 

Lindsay ;  Air,  Andrew  Hunter ;  Annan,  the  Right  Honble.  the  Lord 
Advocate ;  Irving,  Robert  Reid ;  Banff,  Thomas  Riddoch ;  Bruntisland, 
Samuel  Charters ;  Fortrose,  John  Stephen ;  Anstr.  Easter,  George 
Chalmers ;    North  Berwick,  William  Hogg. 

The    which    day    the    preeses   represented   that   by   reason   of  the 
scanty    crop   last    season   in   many   parts  of   this   country   all   sorts  of 
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n    its   price,   and  it  was  to  be  feared  wou'd  advance 
still  higher,  which  could  not  fail  to  distress  the  country  in  general  if   1765." 


grain    had   risen    in    its    price,   and   it   was  to  be  feared   wou'd   advance   Edinburgh. 

24  December 


Indian  corn. 


some  proper  remedy  was  not  fallen  on  to  prevent  it ;  that  it  was  thought  Application 

1       *w  ■"  l  '  .to  parha- 

by  many  if  a  stop  was  put  to  the  exportation  of  wheat  and  other  grain  ment  for  a 

for  a  limitted  time  it  wou'd  in  some  measure  have  a  happy  tendency  exportation 

to   remedy  this  growing  evil,  but  as  this  could  not  take  place    without  of  grain,  & 

.   .      °  ° .  .  liberty  to 

the  interposition  of  parliament,  he  thought  it  proper  to  lay  the  matter  import 

before  the  committee,  that  incase  they  were  of  the  same  opinion  no  time 

might  be  lost  in  making  the  necessary  application   to   the   legislature 

in    that    behalf,    and  for    such  other  remedys  as  the  committee  should 

judge     to    be     further    necessary.       Which    being    considered    by    the 

committee,  and,  after  deliberating  on  the  matter,  being  fully  satisfied 

that  were  the  exportation  of  wheat  and  other  sorts  of  grain  not  only 

prohibited  for  a  limited  time,   but  likewise  Indian  corn  allow'd  to  be 

imported   from  America,  it  wou'd  tend  in  a  great  measure  to  releave 

this    part    of    the   country    from    that   distress  which  must    necessarly 

arise  from  the  deficiency  of  the  crop  last  season,  and  likewise  prevent 

the   further     advance     in     the    price     of     so    necessary    an     article    in 

life,    do    therefore   unanimously    resolve  to    apply    to    parliament    for 

these     remedys,    and    remitt    to    the     lord    advocate    to    prepare    that 

application,    which     they    authorize    their    preeses    in    their    name    to 

sign   and   transmitt   to   the   representative   in   parliament  for    the  city 

of    Edinburgh,    to    be    by    him    presented    to     the    right    honble.     the 

House    of    Commons ;      and    likewise    appoint    their    preeses    to    send 

a    circular    letter    to    all    the    royal    burrows,    requesting    they    would 

write    their    respective    representatives    in    parliament    desiring    they 

wou'd  give  their  countenance  &  support  to  that  application  in  which 

the  intrest  of  the  country  is  so  particularly  concern'd. 

10  April  17G6. 

James  Stuart,  Esqr.,  preeses  ;  Edinburgh,  Patrick  Lindsay  ;  Peebles,  Sederunt. 
Mr  Alexander  Murray  ;  Air,  Andrew  Hunter  ;  Lanerk,  William  Wilson  ; 
Kinghorn,     Robert     Hamilton ;      Fortrose,     John     Stephen ;      Dysert, 
M 


194  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 

Edinburgh.     Mr    David     Rae ;     Stranraer,     Ebenezer    M'Culloch ;     North     Berwick, 

10  April  17B6. 

William   Hogg,  junr. 

Act  anent  The    which    day    the    annual    committee    having   taken  into  their 

consideration  the  twenty-fourth  act  of  the  last  general  convention, 
whereby  it  is  remitted  to  them  to  consider  an  application  from  the 
brewers  of  the  citys  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  together  with  their 
petition  to  the  lords  of  his  Majestie's  treasury,  representing  the  particular 
hardships  their  trade  &  business  labours  under  from  the  present 
method  of  collecting  his  Majestie's  revenue  of  excise  in  Scotland,  whereby 
the  brewers  are  charged  with  a  higher  duty  than  is  paid  in  England  for 
beer  of  an  equal  quality  with  that  of  two  penny  brew'd  in  this  country, 
and  craving  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  burrows  for  procuring  their 
trade  and  manufacture  to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  with  respect 
to  the  dutys  as  the  brewers  pay  in  England.  Which  petition  and  remitt 
being  read  in  presence  of  the  committee,  and  they  being  further  inform'd 
that  in  consequence  of  a  remitt  from  the  lords  of  his  Majesty's  treasury 
the  commissioners  of  excise  in  Scotland  had  examined  into  that  particular 
case  and  had  made  a  report  thereof  to  that  right  honble.  board,  the 
annual  committee,  after  fully  deliberating  on  the  affair,  unanimously  are 
of  opinion  that  the  desire  of  these  petitions  are  not  only  reasonable  but 
likewise  for  the  intrest  of  his  Majesty's  revenue  as  well  as  that  of  the 
country  in  general ;  do  therefore  appoint  their  preeses  in  their  name 
to  write  to  the  Right  Honble.  the  Lord  Advocate  and  Lord  Chief 
Barron  for  Scotland,  Lord  Fredrick  Campbell,  the  Right  Honble.  James 
Stuart  M'Kenzie,  Esqr.,  James  Oswald,  Esqr.,  Sir  Alexander  Gilmour, 
Esqr.,  James  Couts  &  George  Dempster,  Esquirers,  and  to  the  Right 
Honble.  Gilbert  Elliot,  Esqr.,  requesting  they  would  with  all  their 
intrest  support  that  application,  and  endeavour  to  obtain  from  the 
lords  of  the  treasury  a  speedy  and  favourable  determination  in  a 
matter  of  such  consequence  to  this  part  of  the  country. 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  195 


General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

8  July  1766. 

8  July  1766. 

Sederunt. 

1.  The  which  day  the  convention  unanimously  elect  James  Stuart,  Preses 
Esqr.,  present  lord  pi'ovost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses 
during    the   sitting   of  this  convention,  who  being  present  accepted  of 

the  office  and  gave  his  oath  dejideli,  he  having  been  formerly  qualified 
to  his  Majesty  King  George  as  the  law  directs. 

2.  The  same  day  the  second  article  of  the  missive,  relative  to  the   Second 

,  ,  , .  .    .  article  of  the 

missive  dues,  was  read  according  to  appointment.  missive  read. 

[3.  Commissions  approven.] 

4.  The    same    day    the   convention    having  heard    read   a  petition   Petition  for 

given  in  in  name  of  the  Edinburgh  linen  society,  in  behalf  of  themselves  kurgh  i,nen 

and    of  many  thousands  eno-ao-ed  in  the  linen    manufacture  and  linen   society 

J  .  .  .  .  remitt  to  a 

trade  in  Scotland,  representing  the  grivances  under  which  the  linen  and  committee. 

hempen  manufactures  do  now  labour,  and  the  necessity  of  an  application 

to    parliament  to  obtain  a   bounty  on  the  culture  of  flax  &  hemp  in 

Great  Britain,  and  therefore  craving  the  concurrance  of  the  convention 

in    such  application,  and  also  proposing  that    they    would    invite    the 

gentlemen  of  property  and  influence  and  those  concern 'd  in  the  linen 

trade  and  growers  of  flax  in  England  to  accede  to  the  schem.     Which 

being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  to  the  members  for  the 

burghs    of    Edinburgh,     Perth,    Aberdeen,    and    Glasgow     to    consider 

thereof  and  report  to  the  convention  their  opinion  what  may  be  proper 

to  be  done  by  the  royal   burrows  in  this  matter,  in  which  the  nation  is 

so  deeply  interested. 

5.  The     same    day    a    memorial     from     Thomas    Gordon,     Esqr., 
commissary    general    resident  at    Leith,    for    their    high    mightinesses 
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the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  representing  the  great 
honour  and  advantages  accruing  to  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
from  the  number  of  gentlemen  officers  and  private  men,  natives  of 
Scotland,  that  have  been  train'd  up  in  the  art  of  war  in  the  Scots 
brigades  in  the  service  of  the  States  General  in  times  past,  and 
praying  the  convention  would  give  their  approbation  for  liberty  to 
recruit  men  in  this  country  for  their  high  mightinesses  as  was 
formerly  practised,  was  read  and  ordered  to  lye  upon  the  table. 


Iteport  of 
the  trustees, 
&ce.,  pre- 
senter! 


Act  of  the  6.  The  same  day  the  thirty-nineth  act   of   the   convention,    1749, 

1749  read1'      respecting    the    giving    away     of    money    on    the    first    motion,    was 

presented  to  the  preeses,  and  publickly  read  according  to  appointment. 

Eodem  die  j)ost  merid. 

[7.  Commissions  approven.  8.  Proceedings  of  the  annual  com- 
mittee  approven.] 

9.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  by  David  Flint,  Esqr.,  a 
copy  of  the  report  made  by  the  commissioners  and  trustees  for 
fisheries  and  manufactures  to  his  Majesty  at  Christmass  last;  as  also 
George  Innes,  receiver  general,  gave  in  an  accompt  of  the  payments 
made  by  him  in  consequence  of  orders  from  the  trustees  from  the 
twenty-fifth  of  December  1764  to  the  twenty-fifth  December  1765, 
both  which  the  convention  appoint  to  lye  upon  the  table  for  the 
perusal  of  the  members. 

[10.  Act  of  the  convention,  1757,  read.  11.  List  of  arrears  of 
missive  dues  presented.] 

12.  The  same  day  the  convention  unanimously  make  choise  of 
the  Right  Honble.  James  Montgomerie,  Esqr.,  his  Majesty's  advocate, 
to  be  assessor  to  the  royal  burrows  in  place  of  their  late  assessor, 
the  Right  Honble.  Thomas  Miller,  Esqr.,  now  promoted  to  be  lord 
justice  clerk,  giving  and  granting  to  him  the  sallary  uswally  paid 
to  his  predecessors  in   that  office  and  their  clerks. 


Commission 
to  the  Rt. 
Honble. 
James  Mont- 
gomery, lord 
advocate,  as 
assessr.  to 
the  conven- 
tion. 
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13.  The  same  day  the  commissioners  from  the  burghs  of  Kinghorn    Edihbdboh. 
and    Dysert    reported    that    in    complyance    with   the   act   of    the    last  Re      b  ^s  t0 

general    convention  in  favours  of  the   burgh   of  Kilrenny,  and   remitt  the  state  of 

f  •  •  •      •  ,  •  the  burKh  of 

to  them  therein  mentioned  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  said  burrow,   Kilrenny  & 

they   had  examined  the  accounts  of  the  annual  revenue   and    expence  j"^ iere' 

of  the  said  burgh    and  compared  the  same  with  the  records  of  council, 

and  found  the  net  revenue  at  a  medium  from  1716  to  1725  inclusive 

to    be    ninety-three    pounds    four    shilling     Scots,    annually,   and    that 

by   the  decrease   of  fishing  and   other   incidents    it    is  from    the    year 

1756    to    1765    inclusive    only    forty-eight    seven    shillings    Scots.,    as 

appear'd  by  an  abstract  thereof,  and   that   the   annual  expence  of  the 

burgh  amounts  to  four  pounds  eleven  shillings  &  eight  pence  sterling, 

so  that  their  annual  necessary  expence  exceeds  their  revenue  in  eleven 

shillings    &   one    penny  sterling ;   and   that  having   likewise   examined 

particularly    the    state    of    the    burgh    and    trade   thereof,   they   found 

the  averments  contain'd  in  their  petition  to  be  just  and  true.     Which 

being   considered   by   the    convention,  they,  in    respect   of   the   decay 'd 

state  of  the  said  burgh  of  Kilrenny,  do  unanimously  agree  to  relieve 

the  said  burgh  of  one  half  of  the  cess  presently  payable  by  the  said 

burgh  ay  and  untill  an  alteration   shall  be  made  of  the  present   tax 

roll,  and  authorize   the  agent  to  charge  the  same  annually  upon   the 

missive  dues. 

14.  The   same   day  the  convention  having  heard   read  a  petition  Petition  for 

from   the    burgh   of  Culross  representing  the   damage   the   harbour   of  Culross 

that   burgh   had   received   by   a   storm   in    spring    1765,    and    that    on  remitt  to  a 
°  J  co  committee, 

account    of    the    small    revenue    of   the   burgh   they   were   not   able   to 

repair   it,   and   therefore   praying  the  aid   of  the  convention.       Which 

being    considered     by     the    burrows,     they    remitt    to    the    burghs    of 

Stirling,     Duinfermling,    and    Queensferry    to    enquire    into    the    ffacts 

sett  furth  in  the  said  petition,  and  to  report  to  the  next  convention. 

Edinbr.,  9th  July   1766. 
[15.   Commissions     appro ven.        16.     Agent's    accots.    presented    & 
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17.     Heads    of   the    missive    &   tax    roll 


Committee 
appointed  to 
consider  the 
grant  in 
favours  of 
the  trustees 
for  erecting 
a  bridge  over 
the  Tay. 


The  lord 
advocate  as 
assessor 
qualified. 


Recommen- 
dation to  the 
admiralit3'  of 
Dumfermling 
anent  the 
road  stead 
call'd  the 
Hope. 


1H.  The  same  day  the  member  for  Perth  moved  that  the  thirty- 
first  act  of  the  last  convention,  with  respect  to  the  building  a  bridge 
over  the  river  Tay  at  or  near  the  town  of  Perth,  should  be  read. 
Which  having  been  done,  the  convention  remitt  to  the  burghs  of 
Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  St  Andrews,  and  Glasgow  to  consider 
the  said  act  and  report  what  it  may  be  proper  for  the  convention  to 
do  in  that  matter,  in  respect  it  has  been  represented  that  the  said 
bridge  is  in  much  greater  forwardness  than  it  was  expected  to  have 
been  when  the  forsaid  act  of  the  convention  was  past. 

Eodem  die  post  meridm. 

[19.  Agent's  accot.  of  unfree  trade  appro ven.  20.  Agent's  accots. 
of  missive  dues  approven.  21.  Horning  agt.  the  burghs  in  arrear. 
22.  Commissions  approven.] 

23.  The  same  day  the  Right  Honble.  James  Montgomery,  Esqr., 
his  Majesty's  advocate,  appear'd  in  the  convention,  accepted  of  the 
office  of  being  assessor  to  the  royal  burrows,  gave  his  oath  de  fideli, 
and  qualified  to  his  Majesty  King  George  by  taking  the  oaths  in  terms 
of  law. 

24.  The  same  day  the  member  for  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh 
represented  that  the  road  above  the  North  Queensferry,  called  the  Hope, 
was  the  only  convenient  road  in  the  Ffirth  of  Forth  for  shipping 
when  the  wind  blows  from  the  east  or  south  east ;  that  of  late  it  had 
been  the  practise  when  vessels  from  the  North  of  England  were  loading 
with  stones  for  paveing  the  streets  of  London,  to  throw  out  their  ballast 
of  sand  and  stones  into  the  said  road,  which  might  prove  dangerous 
to  shipping  and  in  a  little  time  could  not  fail  to  render  that  road 
incommodious,  greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  traders  in  this  part  of  the 
kingdom,  and  therefore  moved  the  convention  to  take  such  measures 
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as   shou'd   appear   most   proper   for   preventing  such  practises   in  time   Edinburgh. 
coining.      Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  recommend   Recommend 
to  the  admiral  deputes  of  the  admirality  of  Dumfermling  to  take  all  dation  to  the 
legal    methods    for  preventing  ballast  being  thrown  out  into  the   said   Dumfermiing 
road,    and    particularly   to    apply   to    the   honble.    board  of  customs  to  roadstead 
authorize  and  appoint  the  officers  under  them    having    the    command  call'd  the 
of  the  boats  in  that  station  to  put  in  execution  such  orders  of  the  said 
depute  admirals  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  appointed  for  preserving 
the  said  road,  and  prevent  ballast  being  thrown  into  it  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  shipping  in  this  country. 

25.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  resumed  the  consideration   Petition 

of  the  memorial  lodged  by  Thomas  Gordon,  Esqr.,  as  commissary  general   recruiting  0f 

resident  at  Leith,  for  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  and   the .Scofcs  . 

regiments  in 

being  satisfied   that  the   stoping  of   the   beating   orders   for  recruiting  Holland 

the    Scots    regiments    in    the    Dutch    service    was    well    intended,    and 

proved  beneficial   to  this  country   where  there  is  such  want  of  hands 

for  carrying  on  the  several  branches  of  manufacture  and  agriculture, 

do  therefore  refuse  the  request  of  the  memorialist,  as  the  convention 

can  by  no  means  give  their  approbation  to  any  measure  for  removing 

the  stop  of  the  beating  orders. 

26.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  read  the  petition  of  Petition  for 

the  inhabitants  of  Dalkeith,  representing  that  in  consequence  of  their   rjaikeith  ° 

accepting  the  priviledge  of  carrying  on  foreign  trade,  the  burrow  had   remit*  to 
ii,,  •  i    •       <•         e  i  •  the  annual 

been  taxed  by  the  convention,  and  in  tact  tor  many  years  been  m  use  committee. 

of   paying   to   the   convention   of   royal    burrows   the   sum   of   eighteen 

pounds  sterling  as  the  proportion   of  the  publick  taxes  laid  on  them  ; 

that  they  are  but  an  inland  burrow,  and  have  great  difficulty  in  raising 

this   taxation   from    the   inhabitants   and    truely  unable  to  pay  it  any 

longer,  and   therefore   praying   not   to   be   taxed   above    five   pounds   a 

year  in  time  coming,  and  the  rather  as  the  town  of  Mussellburgh  is 

taxed  in  no  more,  tho'  a  single  merchant  in  that  town  carrys  on  more 

foreign     trade     than     the     whole     town    of    Dalkeith.        Which    being 
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considered  by  the  convention,  they  reraitt  to  the  annual  committee 
to  enquire  into  the  facts,  and  report  their  opinion  to  the  next 
convention. 


Edinr.,   10th  July  1766. 

[27.  Agent  to  pay  sallarys  &  gratuitys. 
appointed.] 


The  affair  as 
bankrupt 
estates  & 
posts  remitt 
to  the  annual 
committee. 


28.   Annual  committee 


29.  The  same  day  the  convention  do  remitt  to  their  annual 
committee  all  affairs  remitted  to  the  annual  committee  of  last 
convention  in  so  far  as  the  same  has  not  hitherto  been  discuss'd  by 
them,  particularly  with  power  to  receive  any  report  relative  to  the 
method  of  bringing  to  sale  bankrupt  estates,  and  to  report  to  the 
next  convention  what  shall  occurr  to  them  most  adviseable  for  bringing 
about  and  facilitating  an  easier  method  of  carrying  on  such  sales 
than  that  which  is  presently  followed  ;  as  also  to  consider  the  affair 
relating  to  the  brewers  within  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  and  likewise 
that  in  relation  to  the  post  office,  with  power  to  act  therein  agreeable 
to  the  remitts  to  the  annual  committee  of  last  convention. 


bridge  over 
the  Tay 
approven 


Report  as  30.  The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  affair 

budding  a  °r  °f  the  bridge  at  Perth  reported  that  they  were  well  assured  the  works 
for  building  the  bridge  over  the  Tay  at  Perth  are  actually  begun 
upon  a  proper  plan  of  Mr  Smeaton's,  who  was  lately  upon  the  spott, 
having  been  brought  from  England  for  that  purpose ;  that  they  were 
also  assured  it  is  the  firm  purpose  of  the  trustees  and  all  concern 'd 
to  have  a  free  bridge,  which  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the 
country  ;  that  upon  the  plan  now  settled  for  executing  it  in  the  most 
substantial  manner,  it  appears  the  expence  cannot  be  under  twelve 
thousand  pounds ;  that  being  satisfied  of  these  things,  and  that  for 
carrying  on  the  work  properly  and  with  spirit  the  great  expence  will 
be  incurr'd  in  the  begining,  many  of  the  subscribers  have  very 
generously  paid  up  or  agreed  immediatly  to  pay  their  whole  subscrip- 
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tions,  and  have  relaxed  all  the  restrictions  which  they  had  anexed  Edinburgh. 
thereto.  Upon  these  considerations,  and  on  the  committees  being  well  Re  j.  as — 
assured  that  it  is  the  resolution  of  the  trustees  that  this  bridge  is  to  the  grant  for 

....  building  a 

be  a  free  bridge,  they  humbly  report  to  the  convention  as  their  opinion  bridge  over 
that  after  the  payment  of  fifty  pounds  now  due  is  made,  the  remainder  appr0ven. 
of  the  five  hundred  pounds  agreed  to  be  given  by  the  convention,  being 
four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  instead  of  being  paid  up  in  annual  sums 
of  fifty  pounds  should  for  hereafter  be  paid  up  in  sums  of  one  hundred 
pounds  annually  in  the  month  of  July  for  the  three  succeeding  years, 
and  the  remaining  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  the  fourth  year,  and 
that  this  donation  should  be  freed  of  all  other  restrictions  in  order 
to  encourage  so  noble  an  undertaking,  and  to  give  spirit  and  countenance 
to  those  publick  spirited  persons  who  take  the  trouble  of  the  manage- 
ment of  it.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve 
of  the  said  report,  and  ordain  and  appoint  accordingly. 

33.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  remitt  to  consider  Remitt  to  a 

the  present  state  of  the  linen  and  hemp  manufactures  of  Scotland,  and  likewise  to 

the    crrivances  under  which  these   valuable    branches    of    manufacture         annual 
°  committee 

presently  labour,  reported  as  their  opinion  that  the  convention  should   to  prepare 

*-*-)  'i  t~  I-  f>  i"c  for* 

apjioint  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  applying  to 
Montrose,     Sanquhar,      Kirkcaldy,     Queensferry,      Dumfermling,     and   parliament 
Fortrose  as  a  committee  to  prepare  a  distinct  and  accurate  memorial  for  raising 
upon  this  important  subject,  pointing    out    the  present    disadvantages  i^Brittain 
attending  this  branch  of  the  staple  comodity  of    Scotland,    and    what 
shou'd  appear  the  most  effectual  means  for  encouraging  and  promoting 
the  culture  of  flax  and  hemp  in  Great  Britain  ;    and  that  so  soon  as 
the  said  committee  (or  any  three  of  them,  which  are  hereby  declared 
a  quorum)  shall   have  prepared  a  draught  of  the  said  memorial,  that 
the  same  be  without  delay  transmitted  to  the  burghs  of  Glasgow,  Perth, 
Dundee,     Aberdeen,    and     Montrose,    that    they    may    suggest    to    the 
committee  such   remarks   as   may    contribute    to    the    improvement    of 
the  said  memorial ;    that  the  committee  then  should  make  out  a  fair 
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Remitt  to  a 
particular  & 
likewise  to 
the  annual 
committee 
to  prepare 
matters  for 
applying  to 
parliament 
for  bounty 
for  raising 
flax  &  hemp 
in  Brittain. 


draught  of  it  and  lay  the  same  before  the  annual  committee  named 
by  this  convention,  with  power  to  them  to  make  any  further 
improvements  that  may  occurr,  and  then  cause  print  the  memorial 
and  transmitt  it  to  all  the  royal  burrows  in  Scotland,  requiring  them 
in  name  of  the  convention  to  recommend  to  their  respective 
representatives  in  parliament  to  give  their  countenance  to  any  bill 
that  maj'  be  brought  in  for  obtaining  an  act  of  parliament  for 
encourageing  the  raising  of  flax  and  hemp  in  Great  Brittain ;  and 
that  the  annual  committee  should  also  transmitt  copies  of  the  memorial 
to  all  the  shirrifl'  and  stewart  deputes  in  Scotland,  in  older  to  procure 
the  countenance  of  the  members  of  parliament  for  the  countys  to  such 
bill  as  may  be  brought  in  for  obtaining  the  aid  of  the  legislature  in  an 
affair  of  such  general  importance  to  the  publick  intrest ;  and  further, 
that  the  annual  committee  should  correspond  with  the  honble.  boards 
of  trustees  for  fisheries  and  manufactures  and  the  trustees  for  the 
annexed  estates  and  concur  with  these  honble.  boards  in  such 
measui'es  as  may  be  deem'd  most  adviseable  for  obtaining  the 
countenance  of  the  legislature  for  the  encouragement  of  a  branch  of 
trade  which  tends  so  evidently  to  promote  the  joint  intrests  of  the 
United  Kingdoms ;  and  that  the  annual  committee  should  likewise 
correspond  with  the  burrows  in  England  and  such  of  the  countys  as 
are  most  concern 'd  in  the  linen  trade  and  where  the  soil  is  most 
proper  for  the  raising  of  flax  and  hemp,  as  also  that  the  committee 
shou'd  be  authorized  to  issue  out  any  sum,  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
pounds  sterl.,  that  shall  be  found  necessary  in  carrying  on  the  said 
correspondence  or  relative  to  the  preparing  and  accomplishing  a 
measure  so  interesting  to  Great  Brittain.  Which  being  considered 
by  the  convention,  and  they  being  fully  satisfy  d  of  the  great 
importance  of  procuring  publick  encouragement  for  the  raiseing  of 
flax  and  hemp  in  Great  Brittain,  and  the  danger  of  depending  on 
the  importing  of  these  commodities  from  foreign  countrys,  with  the 
disadvantages  ariseing  from  the  late  increase  of  the  price  of  these 
rough    materials    so    necessary    to    the    linen    manufacture    of    this 
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country,    do    unanimously    approve    of    the    said     report    and    enact  Edinburgh. 

,         ,    .  -,-       ,  10. July  1706. 

and  ordain  accordingly. 

32.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  convention,  Convention 

and  appoint  the  next  general  convention  to  meet  and  be  held  at  the  tneit  next 

burgh    of    Edinburgh    upon    the    second    Twesday    of    July    seventeen  meeting 

°  or  j  j  appointed. 

hundred    and   sixty-seven    years,    and    appoint  their    clerks    to    direct 
missives  accordingly.     [Follows  signatures.] 


Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

'  11  July  1766. 

11  July  1766. 

Edinburgh,  Patrick   Miller ;    Perth,  William  Stewart ;   Pittenweem,  Sederunt. 
David  Loch  ;   Forfar,  William  Ker ;  Fortrose,  John  Stephen ;  Glasgow, 
John  Bowman ;    Queensferry,  George   Chalmers ;    Anstr.   Wester,   John 
Borthwick ;    North  Berwick,  William  Hogg. 

The  which  day  the  committee  unanimously  elect  James  Stuart, 
Esqr.,  present  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their 
preeses. 

The  same  day  the  committee  having  heard  read  the  several 
remitts  made  to  them  by  the  last  convention,  they  delay  entering 
on  the  consideration  thereof  till  next  sederunt. 

The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  committee  by  Thomas  Thomas 

Gordon,    Esqr.,    his    Majesty's    commission   approving  of   him   as   com-  commission 

missary  for  their  high  mightinesses  the  States  General  of  the  United  to      ,   , 
J  e  &  recorded. 

Provinces  in  that  part  of  Great  Brittain  called  Scotland,  who  beg'd 
the  committee  would  order  it  to  be  recorded  in  the  books  of  the 
convention.  Which  being  read,  the  committee  appoint  the  same  to 
be  recorded  after  the  minutes  of  this  sederunt. 


L.  8. 
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Edinburgh.     Follows  the  copy  of  the  commission  in  favours  of  Thomas  Gordon,  Esqr.. 
11  July  1766.  .,1,1  ,    i  ,  ,  • 

appointed  to  be  recorded  by  the  annual  committee. 

Superscribed  George  R. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &ce.,  to  all  our  loving 
subjects  whom  it  may  concern,  greeting, — Whereas  our  good  friends 
and  allies  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  for  the  utility 
of  their  trade  and  navigation  in  the  northern  part  of  our  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  have,  by  an  instrument  or  commission 
bearing  date  the  sixth  day  of  May  1765,  appointed  the  Sieur  Thomas 
Gordon  to  be  their  commissary  in  the  said  northern  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scotland,  and  all  the  counties  and  islands  thereunto 
belonging,  for  the  aiding  and  assisting  such  ships  of  war  or  merchant 
ships  belonging  to  the  said  United  Provinces  as  might  by  storm  or 
otherways  touch  at,  be  brought  up,  stranded,  or  wrecked  within  the 
said  counties,  and  also  for  the  taking  under  his  care  and  protection  the 
cargoes  &  people  belonging  to  such  merchant  ships ;  and  whereas  we 
are  pleased  to  approve  of  him,  the  said  Thomas  Gordon,  as  commissary 
of  the  said  States  General  in  those  counties,  according  to  the  commission 
or  instrument  above  mentioned,  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we  do 
hereby  require,  that  you  receive,  countenance,  and  as  there  may  be 
occasion  favorably  assist  him,  the  said  Thomas  Gordon,  in  the  exercise 
of  his  said  office,  giving  and  allowing  unto  him  all  priviledges, 
immunities,  and  advantages  thereunto  belonging.  Given  at  our  Court 
at  St  James's,  the  ninth  day  of  July  1765,  in  the  fifth  year  of  our 
reign,  by  his  Majesty's  command.  (Sign'd)     Sandwich. 

Thomas  Gordon,  Commissary  of  the 
States  General  approbation. 

16  August  1766. 

Sederunt.  James    Stuart,     Esqr.,    preeses ;     Edinbr.,    Patrick    Miller :     Air, 

Andrew  Hunter ;    Fortrose,    John    Stephen ;    Inverness,   John   Fraser ; 
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Pittenweem,  David  Loch  ;  Bruntisland,  Samuel  Charters ;  Anstr.  Wester,  Edinburgh. 

t     i  n        i  l         •     i  T7--1  „,.„.  .,  -,  16  August 

John  Borthwick  ;   Kjlrenny,  William  Alexander.  1766. 


The    which   day  the  committee  having  resumed  the  consideration    Remitt  to 
of  the  31st  act  of  the  last  general  convention,  whereby  it  is  remitted   memorial  on 
to    them,    and    likewise   to   a  particular   committee   therein    named,   to  the  state  of 

,.  the  'men 

prepare  a  memorial  on  the  present  state  or  the  linn  en  &  hemp  trade. 
manufactures  of  Scotland  and  the  grivances  under  which  these  valuable 
branches  of  manufacture  presently  labour,  the  annual  committee  in 
order  to  forward  the  preparing  of  that  memorial  as  soon  as  possible, 
do  remitt  to  the  members  for  Edinburgh  and  Fortrose  to  meet  with 
such  of  the  manufacturers  in  this  city  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
linen  society  for  that  purpose,  and  to  concert  the  draught  of  that 
memorial,  with  power  to  them  to  take  the  advice  and  assistance  of 
any  lawyer  they  shall  think  proper  for  preparing  and  framing  said 
memorial,  so  as  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  annual  committee 
as  soon  as  possible. 

23  September  176G. 

James   Stuart,  Esqr.,  preeses ;     Edinbr.,   Patrick   Miller  &  Thomas   Sederunt. 
Simpson ;    Fortrose,    John    Stephen  ;     North    Berwick,    William    Hogg, 
junr. ;    Wick,  George  Sinclair,  Esqr. 

The  which  day  the  committee  appointed  by  the  minute  of  last  Memorial 
sederunt  to  prepare  a  memorial  on  the  state  of  the  linen  and  hempen  ^"^  &  ie 
manufactures   of   this   country   and    the   grivances   under    which    these  hempen 

.  manufactures 

valuable  branches  presently  labour,  reported  that  with  the  assistance  present'd. 
of  Mr  Robert  Blair,  advocate,  a  draught  of  that  memorial  had  been 
made  out,  and  which  they  now  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
annual  committee.  Which  being  read,  they  approve  thereof,  and  in 
terms  of  the  act  of  the  last  general  convention  relative  thereto,  appoint 
the  agent  to  cause  prepare  copyst  thereof  and  the  preeses  to  transmitt 
the  same  to  the  magistrates  of  the  burghs  of  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen, 
Glasgow,  and  Montrose,  in  order,  if  they  have  any  remarks  to  suggest 
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Edinburoh.     for  the  improvement  of  that  memorial,  they  may  have  an  opeitunity  of 
23September     .    .         .,       f  ,  „     .  '         J      .  ^  , 

1766.  doing  it  without  Joss  of  time,  so  as  the  committee  may  then  proceed  to 

Memorial         follow     out    their    further    instructions    as    specified    in    the    act    of 

anent  the  ,  L 

linen  &  convention  ;  and  in  regard  this  memorial  cannot  be  got  ready  in  proper 

manufactures  time   to   be  laid   before  the   meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  the  different 

present'd.         countys  at  their  ensueing  Michaelmas  head  court,  they  therefore  further 

appoint  their  preeses  to  write  to  the  different  preeses  of  these  meetings, 

and  to    transmitt   to  them   copys   of  the   observations   on  the  state  of 

the    linen     manufactures    that    were    presented     to    the    last    general 

convention,    to    be   by  them    communicated    to  the   gentlemen    of    the 

respective  countys    at    their  meeting    abovementioned,    which    will   in 

some    measure    point    out  to    them    the    grivances  under    which    these 

valuable    branches  labour,    and  induce  them    to    recommend    to    their 

respective    representatives    to    give   their    countenance    and    assistance 

in    promoting    any    bill    that    may    be    brought   into    parliament    for 

obtaining  a   bounty  to    encourage   the   culture    of    flax    and    hemp    in 

Great    Britain   as   the   only    proper  remedy  for  preventing    the   decay 

of  the  linen  and  hempen  manufactures  of  this  country. 

Agent  to  The    same    day    the    committee    in    consideration    of    the    trouble 

Blair  &  his       ^r  R°bwt  Blair,  advocate,  has  been  at  in  preparing  these  observations 

clerk  and   drawing   the   memorial   abovementioned,  they    appoint    the   agent 

to    pay    him    five    guineas,  &   likewise  his  clerk,  for  his  trouble,    and 

to  take  credit  for  the  same  in  next  year's  accompts. 


27  October  1766. 

Sederunt.  Edinburgh,  Patrick  Miller  &  Thomas  Simpson  ;  Kirkcaldy,  George 

Drummond,   Esqr. ;    Banff,  Thomas  Riddoch ;    Fortrose,  John  Stephen ; 
Wick,  George  Sinclair,  Esqr. ;  Tain,  David  Ross,  Esqr. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  unanimously  elect  the  Right 
Honble.  Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh, 
to  be  their  preeses. 
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The  same  day  it  was  represented  that  in  consequence  of  the  minute   Edinburgh. 
of  last  sederunt  Mr  Stuart,  the  former  preeses,  had  wrote  to  the  preeses's   176(5, 


of  the  meetings  of  the  fi'reehokliTs  of  the  different  countys  in  Scotland,    Memorial 

•         i  1  c  anen  t  the 

and  at  the  same  time  transmitted  to  them  copys  of  the  observations  on   linen  and 

the  state  of  the  linen  and  hempen  manufactures  which  the  last  general   me^ufaCturea 

convention  had  under  their  consideration,  in  order  to  be  communicated   approven. 

to  the  gentlemen  of  their  respective  countys  at  their  Michaelmas  head 

courts ;    in   return  to   which,    letters   had   already   been   received   from 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  of  Minto,  as  preeses  of  the  meeting  of  the  freeholders 

of  the  county  of  Roxburgh,  from  General  Graeme,   as   preeses   of  the 

county  of  Perth,  from   Andrew  Fletcher,  Esqr.,   preeses  of  the  county 

of  Haddington,  James  Murray,  Esqr.,  preeses  of  the  county  of  Wigtoun, 

and  from  Sir  Alexander  M'Kenzie  of  Coul,  preeses  of  the  shire  of  Ross, 

signifying  their  approbation  of  the  intended  application  by  the  burrows 

to  obtain  a  parlimentary  encouragement  for  promoting  the  culture  of 

flax  and  hemp  in  Great  Britain  as  the  only  proper  remedy  to  prevent 

the  linen  and  hempen   manufactures  going  into  decay,  and  that  they 

had  instructed  their  respective  representatives  to  give  their  countenance 

and  assistance  in  carrying  thorow  any  bill  that  may  be  brought  into 

parliment  for  that  purpose;    that  copys  of  the  memorial  prepared  by 

the  annual  committee  on  this  subject   had   likewise   been   transmitted 

to  the  magistrates  of  the  burghs  of  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow, 

and  Montrose  for  their  consideration,  and  that  letters  had  been  received 

from    Perth.  Dundee,   Aberdeen,  &  Montrose  approving  intirely  of  the 

draught    of    that    memorial,    as   also  a   letter  from  the  magistrates  of 

the  city  of  Glasgow  with  their  remarks  on  it.     All  which  being  read, 

and  in  consequence  of  these  remarks    after    mature    deliberation,    the 

annual    committee   having   made   some    amendments  on    the   memorial, 

they  unanimously  approve  of  the   same  as  it  now  stands,  and  appoint 

it    to    be  recorded   after   the  minutes  of  this  sederunt,  and  the  agent 

to    cause  print    a   sufficient   number   of   copys   thereof,    with    a    short 

abstract    of    the    act    of    the    convention    relative    thereto    by    way    of 

preamble,  in  order  to  show  that  it  has  been    made  out   by    authority 
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Edinburgh.     Qf  the  convention  :     and  when  this   is  done  they  appoint  their  preeses 

27  October 

1766.  to   transmitt  copys   thereof  to  all    the   royal   burrows,  requiring  then) 

Memorial         jn  name  of  the  convention   to   instruct  their  respective  representatives 
anent  the  .  ... 

linen  and         to  do  all  in  their  power  to  support  the  burrows'  application  to  parliment 

manufactures  ^or  obtaining  a   parlimentary   encouragement   to  promote    the    culture 

approven.         0f  flax  &  hemp  in   Great  Britain,  on  which  the  prosperity,  if  not  the 

very  being,  of  the  linen  and  hempen  manufactures  in  a  great  measure 

depends ;    and  they  likewise   appoint  their  preeses  to  transmitt  copies 

thereof    to    the   shirriff   &    stewart    deputes    in    Scotland    in    order    to 

procure  the   countenance  and  assistance  of  the  members  of   parliment 

for  the  countys  in  an  affair  of  such  great  importance  to  the  intrest  of 

the  publick  in  general ;    and  further,  they  recommend  to  their  preeses 

and  Mr  Patrick    Miller,   one  of   the   members  for  Edinburgh,  to   meet 

with  the  honble.  the  boards  of  trustees  for  fisheries  and  manufactures 

and   the  trustees  for  the  annex'd  estates,  and  to  endeavour  to  prevail 

with  them  to  join  the  royal  burrows  in  that  application  to  parliament, 

and    that  they   wou'd   contribute  towards  defraying  the  expence   that 

may  attend  the  prosecution  of  this  important  affair. 

Commission  The    same    day    the    annual    committee    considering    that    by    the 

to  Mr  Biggar  „      .        .  .  .  ..  , 

and  Mr  act    of    the    last    general    convention   appointing  an   application   to    be 

a  etthr         made    to    parliament    for    obtaining   a   bounty   on   the   culture   of  flax 

fHax.  and    hemp    in    Great    Britain,    the    annual     committee    are     likewise 

thereby    directed    to    correspond    with    the    burrows    in    England    and 

such    of    the    countys    as    are    most    concern'd    in    the    linen    trade, 

and  where  the  soil  is  most  proper  for  the  raising  of  flax  and  hemp, 

in  order  that  they  may  be   brought  to  concur  in  a  like  application  ; 

and   the  committee  being  inform'd  by  Mr  Cheap,  preeses  of  the  linen 

society,  that  they  had  delegated  and  appointed  Mr  Niell  M'Viccar  and 

Mr  Walter  Biggar,  two  of  their  members,  to  make  a  circuit  thorow 

those  parts  of  England  with  a  view  to  interest  the  manufacturers  and 

others  concern'd  to  join  the  application  from  this  country,  as  being  a 

matter  of  the  greatest   importance   &  for  the  intrest  of  all  connected 

with  the  linen  &  hempen  manufactures,  the  annual  committee  judging 
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ure  not  only  highly  proper,  but  that  it  will  likewise 
tend  to  facilitate  a  more  early  and  general  concurrence  to  that  applica-   i"766." 


this  to  be  a  measure  not  only  highly  proper,  but  that  it  will  likewise    Edinburgh. 

27  October 


tion   than   if  a  correspondence   were  to  be  carried  on  by  letters,  and  Commission 

1  *  to  Mr  Biggar 

consequently  afford  the  greater  prospect  of  success,  they  do  therefore  and  Mr 

unanimously  approve   of   this   prepratory  step,  and   hereby  give   these  anen'fcCthe 

gentlemen,   Mr    M'Viccar  and   Mr   Biggar,   their  full   countenance   and  Alax. 

power    to    concert    with   those    interested    in   England  with  respect  to 

this  affair,  and  to  prepare  matters  without  loss  of  time  for  a  general 

application   to    parliament,  on    the   success  whereof   the    prosperity    of 

these    manufactures  does  so    greatly  depend,    and    to  assure   them  the 

royal  burrows  of  Scotland  will  cordially  join  with  them  and  do  every 

thing    in  their  power  to  promote  the  success  of    these  applications  in 

which    the    joint    intrests    of    the    United    Kingdoms    are    so     deeply 

interested. 

The     same    day    the    annual    committee    in    consideration     that  Agent  to  pay 

1YI  r  M  *  V  i  c  C3.  r 

Mr  M'Viccar  and  Mr  Biggar's  journey  into  England,  and  the  negotia-  &  ^r  Biggar 
tion  of  the  affair  committed  to  them,  must  be  attended  with  a  £5°- 
considerable  expence,  do  therefore  by  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in 
them  by  the  last  general  convention  hereby  authorize  and  appoint 
Mr  Alexander  Gray,  their  agent,  to  pay  to  Mr  M'Viccar  &  Mr  Biggar 
the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  sterling  towards  defraying  the  charge  of  that 
expence,  and  to  take  credite  for  it  in  his  next  year's  accompts  as 
part  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  granted  by  the  last  general 
convention  for  the  prosecution  of  this  affair,  reserving  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  next  general  convention  whither  they  will  chuse  to 
contribute  any  thing  further  towards  these  gentlemen's  expences. 

Follows  the  copy  of   the   memorial  appointed  to  be   recorded   by  the 
preceeding  minute  of  the  annual  committee. 

Edinburgh,  October  27,  1766. 

Memorial  with  respect  to  the  state  of  the  linnen  and  hempen  manufactures 
in    Great  Brittain,    drawn    up    in    obedience    to    the    appointment 

N 
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Edinburgh.  of    the   general   convention  of   the   royal    burrows   of   Scotland   at 

1756  their  annual  meeting  in  July  last. 

The  various  branches  of  manufacture  for  which  flax  and  hemp 
serve  as  materials  are  no  doubt  of  the  highest  importance  to  every 
commercial  state. 

Besides  linnen,  which  is  now  so  essential  an  article  of  wearing 
apparel,  the  former  is  absolutly  necessary  in  carrying  on  many  branches 
of  the  woollen  and  cotton  manufactures,  and  the  latter  supplies  us 
with  the  cordage  and  sailcloth  necessary  for  fitting  out  our  numerous 
shipping. 

To  produce  these  commodities  in  such  quantities  as  to  answer  our 
own  domestick  consumpt  seems  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  preserve 
Great  Britain  independant,  and  to  produce  a  surplus  for  foreign 
exportation  would  contribute  still  more  to  augment  her  commerce  and 
her  riches.  Unfortunately,  however,  for  Great  Brittain,  there  is  one 
fundamental  defect  which  runs  through  every  branch  of  those  important 
manufactures,  and  which  if  not  removed  is  likely  to  prove  an  everlasting 
obstacle  to  every  other  attempt  that  shall  be  made  to  encourage  and 
support  them.  Flax  and  hemp  are  produced  but  in  small  quantities  at 
home,  by  far  the  greatest  part  of  what  is  employed  in  our  manu- 
factures is  imported  from  foreign  countries,  and  so  long  as  this  is  the 
case  it  will  be  in  vain  to  imagine  that  either  the  attentive  encourage- 
ment of  our  parliaments,  the  favour  of  the  publick,  or  the  skill  and 
industry  of  our  artists  themselves  will  ever  be  able  to  carry  these  manu- 
factures in  Great  Britain  to  their  highest  state  of  improvement  or  to 
establish  them  upon  a  solid  and  durable  basis. 

The  disadvantages  which  must  arise  to  any  manufacture  from  being 
obliged  to  import  its  princij)al  materials  from  a  foreign  country  are  too 
manifest  to  stand  in  need  of  much  explanation. 

lmo.  Wherever  this  is  the  case  it  may  justly  be  expected  that  the 
prime  cost  of  the  materials  themselves,  such  as  hemp,  flax,  &c,  will  be 
considerably  higher  than  what  commodities  of  the  same  quality  might 
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be  sold  for  if  raised  in  our  own  country.  Within  these  last  seven  years  Edinburgh. 
the  price  of  flax  and  hemp  has  risen  fully  50  per  cent.,  and  the  price  of  1766. 
the  different  kinds  of  ashes  above  80  per  cent.  This  prodigious  rise  in 
the  price  has  been  owing,  not  only  to  the  growing  demand  for  these 
articles,  but  also  to  a  scheme  which  has  been  practised  by  a  number  of 
considerable  merchants  in  Russia,  Poland,  Prussia,  and  Holland.  These 
merchants,  being  possessed  of  very  extensive  capitals,  are  in  use  to  buy 
up  the  greatest  part  of  these  commodities  without  allowing  them  to 
appear  at  the  ordinary  places  of  sale,  and  by  this  means  are  enabled 
(taking  the  advantage  of  our  necessit}')  to  make  us  pay  for  them  at 
whatever  rate  they  think  proper  to  demand,  and  as  the  several  nations 
amongst  whom  these  commodities  are  mostly  produced  can  propose  no 
advantage  to  themselves,  but  rather  the  contrary,  by  allowing  them  at 
an  easy  rate  to  us  and  thereby  promoting  our  manufactures,  which  they 
already  begin  to  look  upon  with  a  jealous  eye,  it  is  evident  that  no  step 
will  ever  be  taken  by  them  in  order  to  check  or  discourage  this  practice. 
2do.  The  original  expence  of  the  flax,  &c,  is  not  the  only 
disadvantage.  Flax  and  hemp  are  both  very  bulky  and,  of  course,  the 
expence  of  carriage  must  be  proportionably  high,  and  when  to  this 
are  added  the  various  other  charges  incident  to  the  transportation  of 
any  commodity, — viz.,  the  expence  of  warehouse  rent,  freight,  commission, 
insurance,  port  charges,  dealers'  profits,  &c.,— the  flax  or  hemp  itself 
must  come  to  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer  at  a  very  advanced  price. 

Under  these  material  disadvantages  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
a  manufacturer  in  Great  Britain,  who  sets  to  work  with  materials 
purchased  at  so  advanced  a  price,  can  afford  to  sell  the  produce  of 
his  manufacture  at  so  cheap  a  rate  as  a  foreign  manufacturer  whose 
materials  are  entirely  the  growth  of  his  country,  and  are  purchased 
by  him  at  the  original  price,  free  from  all  the  additional  burdens  which 
must  lie  so  heavy  upon  the  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain.  It  need 
not  therefore  be  matter  of  surprise  that  all  attempts  upon  our  part 
to  rival  them  in  any  foreign  market  should  have  proved  unsuccessful. 
The  bounty  that  has  been  granted  by  parliament  upon  the  exportation 
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Edinburgh,     of  coarse  linens,   &c,  is  by   no  means  sufficient  to   counterbalance   the 
1766.  manifold  disadvantages  which  have  just  now  been  pointed  out.     It  has 

even  been  found  necessary,  in  order  to  set  our  manufactures  upon  a 
footing  with  those  of  foreign  countries  in  the  sale  for  our  own  domestick 
consumpt,  to  load  the  importation  of  foreign  linen,  &c,  with  very 
heavy  duties,  and  after  all  Great  Brittain  is  obliged  to  import  annually 
upwards  of  32  millions  of  yards  of  foreign  linen  for  the  purpose  of 
her  own  domestick  consumpt  and  the    consumpt  of  her  colonies. 

There  is  also  one  very  disadvantageous  circumstance  almost  peculiar 
to  the  importation  of  flax  and  hemp.  When  these  bulky  commodities 
are  put  on  ship  board,  the  close  package,  which  is  unavoidable, 
occasions  in  a  long  voyage  what  is  called  heating,  which 
of  course  extracts  a  great  quantity  of  the  natural  oils  inherent  in 
those  plants,  and  on  which  the  strength  and  flexibility  of  their 
fibres  depend.  The  damage  which  must  arise  to  flax  or  hemp  from 
this  single  cause  has  been  estimated  at  an  average  to  be  equal  to 
15  per  cent,  of  the  value,  which  consequently  must  be  considered  as 
so  much  added  to  the  price  which  the  manufacturer  must  pay  for 
his  first  materials.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  hemp  and  flax 
raised  in  England  do  at  this  day  bear  a  considerably  greater  price 
than  what  is  given  for  the  flax  and  hemp  that  is  imported  from 
abroad ;  a  difference  in  the  value  which  can  arise  from  no  other 
cause  than  the  damage  which  the  latter  must  sustain  dureing  the 
course  of  the  transportation  to  this  country. 

This  practice  of  drawing  the  materials  of  our  capital  manufactures 
from  a  forreign  country  is  not  only  inconvenient  and  expensive,  but 
what  is  greatly  more  material  the  supply  which  it  affords  is  at  best 
altogether  uncertain  and  precarious.  A  foreign  war  may  interrupt 
navigation,  and  when  at  any  time  a  scanty  crop  shall  yield  to  the 
nations  by  whom  we  are  commonly  supplied  with  these  materials 
nothing  more  than  what  is  barely  sufficient  for  carrying  on  their 
own  manufactures,  that  supply  will  be  immediatly  denied  us  for  a 
time,  and  an  edict  of  the   States  of  Holland  or  of  the  nations  upon 
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the  Baltick  prohibiting  the  further  exportation  of   flax,  &c,   will   cut  Edinburgh. 

\                     6                                     l                                                                         27  October 
us  off  from  it  altogether.  1766. 

This  indeed  exhibits  a  very  alarming  prospect  that  manufactures, 
in  the  prosperity  of  which  the  grandeur  and  the  security  of  Great 
Britain  is  so  deeply  interrested,  should  lye  at  the  mercy  of  various 
accidents  or  be  subject  to  the  caprice  of  any  foreign  power.  In 
the  event  of  a  war  with  those  nations,  were  the  usual  supply  of 
flax  or  hemp  to  be  denied  us,  those  important  manufactures  of  linen, 
cordage,  and  sailcloth  must  at  once  be  annihilated,  Great  Britain  must 
see  this  part  of  her  manufactures  ruined  without  redress  through 
want  of  materials,  her  shipping  in  want  of  the  necessary  sails  and 
cordage,  and  her  formidable  fleets  rendered  intirely  useless. 

Neither  are  these  apprehensions  to  be  considered  merely  as  the 
offspring  of  imagination.  It  has  now  become  a  maxim  of  conduct  firmly 
established  amongst  all  commercial  states  to  discourage  the  exportation 
of  the  materials  for  carrying  on  any  manufacture  in  their  rude  state, 
and  to  attempt,  if  possible,  to  keep  to  themselves  the  profit  that  may 
arise  in  working  up  these  materials  rather  than  allow  it  to  be  seized 
upon  by  any  foreign  nation.  England  has  long  since  refused  to  allow 
foreigners  to  share  the  profits  of  manufacturing  the  wool  produced 
there,  and  the  same  maxim  ha.s  been  followed  by  most  other  countries. 
Whether  in  any  future  period  Russia,  Holland,  or  the  other  nations 
from  whom  wee  at  present  draw  our  supplys  of  flax  and  hemp  shall 
find  it  practicable  to  have  their  whole  crops  manufactured  by  their 
own  subjects,  and  shall  with  that  view  put  a  stop  to  all  further  exporta- 
tion, it  is  impossible  at  present  to  determine  ;  in  the  mean  time,  it  can 
hardly  be  expected  that  the  most  spirited  and  enterprising  manufacturer 
would  chuse  to  set  on  foot  any  very  extensive  plan  of  operations,  when 
he  must  be  sensible  that  the  success  and  the  very  existence  of  that  plan 
must  be  at  the  mercy  of  a  number  of  foreign  states,  and  when  he 
must  also  know  how  little  the  indulgence  of  these  foreign  states  is 
to  be  depended  upon  if  at  any  future  time,  which  may  very  possibly 
be  the  case,  it  shall  happen  to  stand  in  opposition  to  their  own  interest. 
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Edinburgh.  If   the  experience  of  past  times  is  attended   to,  the  danger  here 

1766.  pointed    out  must  appear  to  be   of   a   very   serious   nature.     Flanders 

was  the  country  from  which  Great  Britain  was  supplied  with 
a  great  part  of  the  flax  employed  in  carrying  on  its  manufactures. 
This  supply  was  all  at  once  shut  up,  the  people  of  Flanders  found 
it  more  advantageous  that  their  whole  flax  should  be  manufactured 
by  themselves,  &  for  that  reason  the  further  exportation  of  it  was 
totally  prohibited.  An  accident  happened  so  late  as  the  very  last 
season,  which  should  alone  be  sufficient  to  put  us  upon  our  guard, 
after  our  merchants  had  entered  into  contracts  with  the  dealers  in 
Russia  for  their  usual  quantities  of  flax  and  hemp  at  a  certain 
price ;  yet  the  Russians  imposed  a  further  exaction  of  more  than 
10  per  cent,  above  what  was  stipulated,  and  unless  the  whole  was 
paid  they  refused  to  deliver  the  flax,  &c,  in  terms  of  their  contract, 
by  which  means,  together  with  some  other  causes,  the  price  of  Russian 
hemp  and  flax  was  raised  to  more  than  50  per  cent,  higher  than  it  had 
been  a  few  years  before. 

It  must  further  be  attended  to  that  although  it  were  practicable, 
which  is  far  from  being  the  case,  to  carry  on  the  manufactures  now 
under  consideration  with  materials  of  a  foreign  grouth  with  the  same 
advantage  as  if  they  had  been  produced  in  this  country,  yet  the 
cultivation  of  flax  and  hemp  would  still  be  an  object  of  the  highest 
importance  to  Great  Brittain.  The  price  of  the  materials  employed  in 
the  linen  and  hempen  manufactures  amounts  annually  to  a  very  large 
sum ;  the  following  calculation  has  been  made  of  the  quantitys  imported 
yearly  into  Great  Britain  : — 

Value  of  flax  and  hemp  imported  into  England  annually  £700,000 
Ditto,  imported  into  Scotland  ....  150.000 
Ditto,  of  yarn  imported  into  Britain         .  .  .       450,000 


£1,300,000 

With   regard  to  the  quantity  of   ashes  employed  in  the  linen  and 
hempen    manufactures,   as   they  are   imported   into    Great    Britain    for 
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a  variety   of  different  purposes,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  precise  Edinburgh. 
quantity   that   is   employed   in  any  one  manufacture,  yet  certain  it  is   1706. 
that  by  far  the  greatest  quantity  is  consumed  in  the  manufactures  above 
mentioned,    and    that  the  value  of    them  must  amount  annually  to  a 
very  large  sum. 

Here,  therefore,  is  an  annual  expence  to  Great  Britain  of  near 
a  million  and  a  half ;  to  save  this  sum  is  certainly  an  object  of  very 
great  national  importance ;  the  advantage  from  so  doing  would,  properly 
speaking,  accrue  not  to  the  linen  and  hempen  manufactures  in  particular, 
nor  to  the  manufacturer,  but  to  the  nation  in  general — to  the  labourer, 
the  tenant,  and  the  landholder. 

In  order  to  remove  the  manifold  inconveniences  arising  from  the 
present  situation  of  our  trade  in  this  respect  when  obliged  to  import 
from  abroad  the  principal  materials  employed  in  conducting  our  linen 
and  hempen  manufactures,  the  only  remedy  is  to  endeavour,  if  possible, 
to  raise  a  sufficient  quantity  of  those  commodities  in  our  own  country. 

That  the  soil  of  Great  Britain  is  by  nature  sufficiently  fitted  for 
the  cultivation  of  flax  and  hemp  will  hardly  admitt  of  a  dispute,  the 
few  experiments  which  have  hitherto  been  made  have  been  attended 
with  the  most  promising  success.  In  some  parts  of  England,  especially 
in  the  counties  of  Lincoln  and  York,  there  is  produced  a  species  of 
flax  fitted  for  carrying  on  the  finest  parts  of  the  linen  manufacture  ; 
excellent  hemp  is  likewise  produced  in  many  parts  of  England.  If  the 
opinion  of  persons  of  the  best  skill  is  at  all  to  be  depended  upon, 
the  cultui'e  of  flax  and  hemp  are  by  no  means  so  much  circumscribed 
to  a  particular  soil  as  is  generally  imagined.  The  diversity  of  soil 
which  is  found  in  Great  Britain,  more  than  in  most  other  countries, 
will  rather  be  of  advantage,  as  by  this  means  we  will  be  enabled 
to  raise  upon  different  grounds  all  the  different  sorts  of  flax  and 
hemp  that  are  best  suited  to  all  the  various  purposes  of  the  most 
extensive  manufacture  ;  the  variableness  of  the  weather  which  is 
peculiar  to  Great  Britain  has  been  also  found  extremely  serviceable 
to  the  grouth  of  these  useful  plants. 
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Edinburgh.  The  success  which   the   culture   of   flax   and   hemp   has   met  with 

27  October  .  . 

j  76fj.  in  Ireland  is  alone  sufficient  proof  that  they  might  be  also  cultivated 

to  advantage  in  Great  Britain.  Ireland  at  this  day  produces  a  quantity 
of  flax  almost  sufficient  to  answer  the  purposes  of  its  extensive  manu- 
factures, without  being  indebted  to  any  foreign  nation. 

However,  as  this  branch  of  husbandry  is  still  in  its  infancy  and 
confined  only  to  particular  corners  of  the  country,  some  encouragement 
must  be  thought  of  for  diffusing  the  culture  of  hemp  and  flax  more 
universally,  and  for  overcoming  those  obstacles  which  every  attempt 
of  this  kind  is  sure  to  encounter  at  first  from  the  prejudice  of  the 
vulgar  and  from  the  want  of  skill  in  those  who  undertake  it ;  to 
grant  a  parliamentary  bounty  or  encouragement  upon  the  raising  of 
flax  and  hemp  in  Great  Britain  is  no  doubt  the  most  effectual  method 
that  can  be  devised.  The  hopes  of  the  bounty  will  induce  persons  in 
all  the  different  counties  of  Great  Britain  to  employ  a  part  of  their 
lands  in  this  new  branch  of  agriculture.  The  premium  upon  the 
flax  and  hemp  that  is  raised  will  compensate  the  loss  that  may 
naturally  be  expected  from  the  unskilfulness  of  their  first  essays. 
Practice  will  soon  produce  dexterity,  and  when  the  management  of 
these  useful  plants  is  once  thoroughly  understood,  and  the  culture  of 
them  diffused  through  these  kingdoms,  experience  will  teach  them 
that  no  one  crop  whatever  will  more  amply  repay  the  labour  and 
expence  that  is  bestowed  upon  it,  and  very  possibly  in  a  few  years 
the  aid  of  a  bounty  will  be  found  no  longer  necessary. 

Experience  has  already  demonstrated  the  efficacy  of  parliamentary 
encouragement  in  promoting  the  various  branches  of  useful  industry  to 
which  it  has  been  applied.  The  example  of  our  neighbouring  kingdom e 
is  alone  stronger  than  a  thousand  arguments  upon  this  subject ;  Ireland 
was  till  of  late  in  this  respect  precisely  in  the  same  situation  with 
Great  Britain,  dependent  upon  foreign  nations  for  the  flax  employed 
in  carrying  on  her  manufactures.  The  inconvenience  of  this  was 
severly  felt  and  the  remedy  was  applied.  The  parliament  of  Ireland, 
besides  vai'ious  other  encouragements    to    the  linen  manufacture,  have 
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granted  a  considerable  bounty  upon  tbe  raising  of  flax  in  that  kingdome  ;  Edinburgh. 
the  consequence  is  that  Ireland  at  this  day  produces  very  near  the  1766. 
whole  quantity  of  flax  employed  in  carrying  on  its  extensive  linen 
manufactures,  and  these  manufactures,  of  course,  are  now  rendered 
independant  and  flourishing.  What  reason  can  there  be  to  doubt  that 
the  same  measures  if  steadily  pursued  in  Great  Britain  would  be 
attended  with  the  same  salutary  effects. 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought  that  an  application  to  parliament 
for  encouraging  the  growth  of  flax  and  hemp  in  Great  Britain  is  the 
less  necessary  as  they  have  lately  granted  a  bounty  of  £8  per  ton 
on  these  articles  of  the  produce  of  our  American  colonies  upon  their 
importation  into  Great  Britain,  by  which  it  may  be  expected  in  a  little 
time  we  may  be  fully  supplied  without  any  further  assistance ;  but 
although  hemp  and  flax  doubtless  of  a  most  excellent  quality  may  be 
produced  in  our  colonies,  yet  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  even  this 
bounty  given  upon  the  raising  flax  and  hemp  in  those  distant  parts  can 
never  be  attended  with  the  benefit  to  Great  Britain  proposed  by  such 
a  law — viz.,  the  support  and  improvement  of  our  home  manufactures. 

\st.  The  price  of  labour  is  in  those  countries  so  excessivly  high, 
and  the  difficulty  of  finding  hands  so  great,  as  more  than  to  counter- 
balance the  advantage  arising  from  the  cheapness  of  land ;  and 
2dly.,  all  the  inconveniencies  already  mentioned,  arising  from  the 
expence  of  carriage  and  the  damages  occasioned  by  the  length  of 
the  voyage,  conclude  more  strongly  against  our  being  obliged  to 
depend  for  our  supply  of  those  necessary  materials  upon  our  own 
colonies  than  even  from  any  of  those  countries  to  which  we  are  at 
pi'esent  indebted  for  them,  and  in  the  event  of  a  war  the  additional 
expence  of  freight  and  insurance,  added  to  the  uncertain  duration 
of  the  voyage,  would  render  the  trade  totally  impracticable  to  all  the 
ports  on  the  east  coast  of  Great  Britain.  If  it  shall  even  happen 
in  any  future  period  by  the  increase  of  population  in  our  colonies 
that  the  culture  of  flax  and  hemp  shall  become  practicable,  there  is 
the  greatest  reason   to  apprehend    that    the    manufactures    for    which 
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Edinburgh,     they    serve    as    materials    would    be    introduced    also,    and   when    that 

27  October  J  ' 

1766. shall    be    the    case    it    may    be    naturally    presumed    that    the    supply 

necessary    for    supporting    the    manufactures    in    the    mother    country 
will  be  dealt  out  with  but  a  very  sparing  hand. 

But  though  North  America  does  not  seem  in  a  situation  to  supply 
us  with  flax  and  hemp,  the  case  appears  to  be  widely  different  with 
respect  to  ashes.  The  abundance  of  wood  in  that  country,  the  ease 
with  which  the  process  of  making  ashes  from  wood  may  be  diffused, 
the  inconsiderable  number  of  hands  requisite  for  the  operation,  joined 
to  the  cheapness  of  the  carriage,  their  bulk  being  so  inconsiderable 
in  proportion  to  their  value,  these  considerations  afford  sufficient 
ground  for  expecting  the  most  ample  success  in  the  production  of 
this  most  useful  commodity,  so  that  any  bounty  granted  upon  the 
importation  of  American  ashes  must  be  productive  of  the  best  conse- 
quences to  the  linen  and  hempen  manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 

If  the  plan  here  proposed  shall  be  deemed  piacticable,  it  will 
be  in  vain  to  spend  words  in  demonstrating  its  utility  or  in  recom- 
mending it  to  the  attention  of  every  one  who  is  endowed  with  the 
least  spark  of  publick  spirit  or  of  love  to  his  country.  If  there  be  any 
one  maxim  established  beyond  dispute  in  the  science  of  politics  it  is 
this,  that  the  power  and  grandeur  of  every  nation  must  rise  or  fall  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  of  useful  manufacturers  which  it  produces. 

Next  to  the  woollen  manufacture,  which  has  always  been  justly 
regarded  as  the  favourite  of  the  British  legislature,  these  of  flax  and 
hemp  claim  the  greatest  attention.  They  give  employment  to  a  prodigious 
number  of  hands,  and  the  commodities  which  they  produce  are  both 
suited  for  foreign  commerce  and  absolutely  necessary  for  domestick 
consumpt.  It  is  indeed  matter  of  surprise  that  amidst  all  the  laws 
which  the  wisdom  of  parliament  has  enacted  for  the  support  and 
encouragement  of  these  rising  manufactures,  no  attempt  should  have 
been  made  to  remove  the  most  obvious  and  the  most  formidable  of 
all  obstacles, — viz.,  the  want  of  materials  ;  the  object  surely  is  important, 
and  the  attempt  ought  at  least  to  be  made.     The  expence  to  the  nation 
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of    granting    the    bounty    that    is    here    proposed    will    not    be     very    Edihbuboh. 
considerable,  and  although  it  were,  yet  what  sum  can  be  reckoned  too  Y706. 


great  if  it  is  considered  as  the  price  at  which  Great  Britain  is  to 
purchase  (if  the  scheme  shall  succeed)  that  vast  accession  of  power 
and  grandeur  which  the  linen  and  hempen  manufactures  in  all  their 
branches,  carried  to  perfection  and  established  upon  a  solid  basis,  must 
bring  along  with  them.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  shall  be  found  upon 
trial  that  the  success  is  not  answerable  to  the  money  that  is  expended, 
it  will  be  an  easy  matter  to  discontinue  it  immediately. 

With  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  bounty  to  be  granted,  the  mode 
of  applying  it,  and  the  method  of  preventing  frauds  in  the  distribution, 
these  will  be  sufficiently  provided  for  by  the  wisdome  of  parliament 
itself. 

17  November  1766. 

Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Edinburgh,  John  Nisbet  &  Patrick   Sederunt. 
Miller ;   Fortrose,  John  Stephen  ;   Kilrenny,  William  Alexander ;  Anstr. 
Wester,  John  Borthwick  ;    North  Berwick,   William  Hogg,  junr. 

The  which  day  the  preses  laid  before  the  committee  a  letter  from   Memorial 

the    Provost   of  Glasgow,   together  with   a   memorial   prepared  by   the  cambiick 

manufacturers    and    traders    in    lawns    and    cambricks    in    Scotland,  and  lawn 

manufactures 
representing  that  from  undoubted  intelligence  received,  an  application  to  be  printed 

is  intended  to  be  made  this  session  of  parliament  for  a  repeal  of  the  UJjttedto  the 

acts    of    parliament    prohibiting    the    importation   of   French   lawns    &   boroughs. 

cambricks  into  Britain,  and  should  this  take  place  it  would  evidently 

tend   to   ruin   that   bi-anch   of   manufacture   which   is   now    brought  to 

great    perfection   in   Scotland,   partieulai-ly   in   the   countys   of   Lanerk 

and  Renfrew,  and  consequently  deprive  many  thousands  of  people  of 

bread  who  have  their  intire  dependance  for  the  support  of  themselves 

and  familys  on  the  success  and  continuation  of  these  manufactures,  and 

therefore    praying  by  the   letter  abovementioned    that    the    committee 

would  write  to  the  magistrates  of  the  different  royal  burrows  recom- 
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Memorial 
anent  the 
cambrick 
and  lawn 
manufac- 
tures to  be 
printed  and 
transmitted 
to  the 
boroughs. 


mending  it  to  them  to  instruct  their  members  of  parliament  to  oppose 
any  bill  that  may  be  brought  into  parliament  for  allowing  the  importa- 
tion of  French  lawns  and  cambricks  into  Britain.  All  which  being  read, 
the  committee  appoint  the  agent  to  cause  a  sufficient  number  of  copys 
of  that  memorial  and  letter  to  be  printed,  and  the  preses  to  transmitt 
the  same  to  the  magistrates  of  all  the  royal  burrows,  recommending  it 
to  them  without  loss  of  time  to  take  the  same  under  their  consideration, 
and  to  give  such  instructions  to  their  respective  representatives  in 
parliament  as  they  shall  judge  proper  in  regard  to  this  affair. 


of  the  whale 
bounty 


26  November  1766. 

Sederunt.  Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Edinburgh,  John  Nisbet  &  Patrick 

Miller ;  Dumfermling,  Alexander  Hart ;  Lanerk,  William  Wilson ; 
Pittenweem,  David  Loch  ;  Inverness,  John  Fraser ;  Queensferry,  George 
Chalmers ;  Wick,  William  Sutherland. 

Mr  Ross  to  The   which  day  there  was  presented  and   read  to  the  committee  a 

the  applica-     petition    for    the    proprietors  of  the  ships    employ 'd  in  the  Greenland 

tions  to  fishery  in  Scotland,  representing  that  the  petitioners  were  informed  a 

parliament  *  i  °  * 

forarenewall  bill  was  to  be  brought  into  parliament  this  session  for  a  renewal  of  the 
bounty  given  to  the  owners  of  ships  employed  in  the  Greenland  trade ; 
that  they  were  at  the  same  time  informed  an  opposition  to  the  said  bill 
is  likely  to  be  made  by  the  Americans  concerned  in  the  whale  fishing 
upon  the  American  coast,  and  as  this  trade  has  been  for  a  long  time 
considered  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  Britain  in  general,  not  only  by 
furnishing  a  number  of  able  &  hardy  seamen,  as  well  for  the  service  of 
the  merchants  as  for  mailing  his  Majesty's  fleets,  but  likewise  all  the 
oil  &  whale  bone  procured  from  the  Greenland  fishery  is  so  much  real 
gain  to  the  nation,  besides  the  advantage  which  arises  from  employing 
all  the  different  tradesmen  concern'd  in  the  outfitt  of  Greenland  ships; 
and  therefore  praying  the  royal  burrows  would  grant  their  countenance 
and  aid  in  the  most  effectual  manner  for  obtaining  a  renewal  of  the 
bounty  to  ships  employed  in  the  Greenland  fishery,  as  the  success  of 
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which  is  of  so  much  importance  to  the  nation  in  general  and  to  these   Edinburgh. 

petitioners    in    particular.        Which    heing    considered    hy    the    annual   ~\~iw>. 

committee,  and  being  sensible  that   should  the   present  bounty  on  the   Mr  Ross  to 

.  .  ..  ,  .c  ...       concur  in 

Greenland  fishery  be  discontinued  it  wdl  greatly  hurt,  if   not   mtirely   theapplica- 

put   a  stop  to,  that  beneficial   trade,    which   must  prove  a  loss  to  the   .^"iKment 

nation     in    general,    do    therefore    appoint    their    preeses    to    instruct  forarenewall 
_,    ■    J.  &_  '  ,  f    ■       T       j  •       ,,     .  of  the  whale 

Mr    George    Koss,    the    burrows     agent    m    London,   in   their   name   to  bounty. 

concur   with   those   concern'd  in   the   Greenland   fishing  in   England  in 

their  application  to  parliament  for  a   renewal   of   the  forsaid  bounty  ; 

that  he   should    likewise  waite  on   Mr  Oswald,  of   Dunnikier,  and  the 

other  members  of  parliament  for  Scotland,   and    endeavour  to   prevail 

with    them    to    give    their    countenance    and     assistance    in     carrying 

through  any  bill  that  may  be  brought  into  parliament  for  the  above 

purpose ;  and   incase   it  shall  be  thought  necessary   that  the  burrows 

should    petition    the    House    of    Commons    on    this    subject,    that    he 

give    notice    thereof    to   the   annual   committee,   &   transmitt  a   proper 

draught  of  that  application   so  as  the  burrows  may  consider  thereof 

and  return  the  same  without  loss  of  time. 

22  December  1766. 

Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  preeses  ;  Edinburgh,  John  Nisbet  &  Patrick  Sederunt. 
Miller ;  Linlithgow,  Alexander  Ross ;  Pittenweem,  David  Loch ;  Anstr. 
Wester,    John     Borthwick  ;     Dumfermling,    Alexander    Hart ;    Lanerk, 
William  Wilson  ;  North  Berwick,  William  Hogg  ;  Queensferry,  George 
Chalmers. 

The  which  day  the  preeses  reported  that  agreeable  to  the  committee's  Application 
instructions  of  the  27th  of  October  last,  he  had  wrote  to  the  magistrates  mentanent 
of  all  the  royal  burrows  requireing  them  in  name  of  the  convention  to  a  b°"nty 
instruct  their  respective  representatives  in    parliament  to  support  the  culture  of 
intended    application  by  the  burrows  for  obtaining  a  national  bounty  hemp  to  be 
to    encourage  the  further  culture    of    flax  and    hemp    in  Britain,    and   PrePared. 
at  the  same  time  transmitted  to  them  copys  of  the  printed  memorial 
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Application 
to  parlia- 
ment anent 
a  bounty 
on  the 
culture  of 
Max  and 
hemp  to  be 
prepared. 


on  that  subject ;  that  copys  thereof  with  a  letter  to  the  preeses's  of  the 
meetings  of  freeholders  in  the  different  countys  had  likewise  been 
dispatched,  in  order  to  procure  the  countenance  and  assistance  of  their 
members  of  parliament  in  this  important  affair  ;  and  further,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  he  and  Mr  Miller, 
one  of  the  members  for  Edinburgh,  gave  notice  to  the  secretary  of 
the  trustees  for  improvement  of  manufactures  of  the  appointment  of 
the  burrows,  recommending  it  to  them  to  waite  on  that  board  in  order 
to  prevail  with  them  to  join  the  royal  burrows  in  the  intended  application, 
and  tho'  by  a  note  from  their  secretary  a  meeting  was  appointed, 
yet  after  attending  a  considerable  time  for  that  purpose,  the  conferrance 
did  not  take  place,  and  the  board  now  stands  adjourn 'd  till  after  the 
Christmas  holydays  ;  but  they  had  learned  that  on  an  application  from 
the  Edinburgh  linen  society  to  the  same  purport  with  that  of  the  burrows, 
that  board  had  come  to  a  resolution  to  take  no  step  towards  an 
application  to  parliament  for  a  bounty  on  the  culture  of  flax,  &ce.,  till 
such  time  as  they  saw  what  shall  be  determined  with  respect  to  the 
repeal  of  the  acts  of  parliament  prohibiting  the  importation  of  French 
lawns  &  cambricks  in  to  Brittain,  from  which  they,  the  members 
appointed  to  waite  on  these  trustees,  apprehended  it  would  be  unnecessary 
to  make  any  further  application  to  them  on  the  head.  The  preeses 
likewise  laid  before  the  committee  a  letter  he  received  from  Messrs 
Neil  M'Viccar  &  Walter  Biggar,  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
linen  society  to  make  a  circuit  through  England,  and  approven 
of  by  the  burrows  for  that  purpose,  giving  an  account  of  their 
proceedings,  the  reception  the  proposed  plan  has  met  with  in  all 
the  different  places  to  which  they  apply 'd,  and  the  assurrances  they 
have  received  from  almost  the  whole  of  them  that  they  would 
concur  in  a  like  application  and  instruct  their  members  to  support  it 
in  parliament ;  and  that  Mr  Whichcot,  member  for  Lincolnshire,  had 
agreed  to  introduce  it  from  his  county  into  the  House  of  Commons 
immediatly  after  the  Christmas  holydays,  against  which  time  he 
expects   that  all   the   petitions   from   the   others   interested   will   be   in 
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readvness  to  be  presented  alonsjst  with  that  from   his  county,  as  none   Edinburgh. 

.  22  December 

are  to  be  received  after  the  thirty-first  of  January  ;    that  as  in  most    1766. 

of  the  places  where  they  have  been  in  the  plan  was  intirely  new  to   Application 

1  J  L  .  J  to  parlia- 

theni,     the    gentlemen     in    those    parts    had    therefore     desired     these   ment  anent 

commissioners  on  theii'  arrival  in  London  to  let  them  know  who  *„  "j""  y 
they  might  corresponde  with,  and  as  soon  as  possible  to  furnish  culture  of 
them  with  the  mode  or  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  wish'd  to  have  hemp  to  he 
this  publick  encoui'agement  established  that  they  may  instruct  their  PrePaie  ■ 
members  accordingly,  and  with  a  view  to  that  correspondence  these 
commissioners  are  now  in  London  to  waite  the  further  instructions 
of  the  burrows.  Which  letter  being  read,  and  the  committee  after 
fully  considering  the  whole  of  this  matter  being  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  however  important  the  continuance  of  the  laws  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  French  lawns  and  cambricks  into  Britain 
may  be  to  this  country,  and  which  the  committee  judge  to  be  highly 
necessary  to  preserve  from  ruin  the  manufacture  of  these  articles  in 
Scotland  which  already  amount  to  a  considerable  extent,  yet  that 
does  not  afford  any  sufficient  reason  or  objection  against  prosecuting 
the  intended  application  to  parliament  for  the  obtaining  a  bounty  to 
encourage  the  further  culture  of  flax,  &ce.,  in  Britain,  on  which  the 
prosperity  not  only  of  these  but  likewise  the  whole  linen  and  hempen 
manufactures  in  a  great  measure  depend,  but  more  especially  at  present 
when  at  so  great  an  expence  to  the  burrows  matters  have  been  prepared 
and  every  thing  in  such  forwardness  for  a  general  application  by  those 
interested  in  England  as  well  as  Scotland,  and  which  wou'd  be  entirely 
lost  if  the  present  opertunity  &  favourable  dispositions  the  publick 
appear  to  entertain  of  the  plan  be  not  embraced,  do  therefore  appoint 
their  agent  without  delay  to  employ  Mr  Robert  Blair,  advocate,  to  make 
out  a  draught  of  a  petition  to  parliament  in  name  of  the  royal  burrows 
of  Scotland  for  obtaining  a  bounty  on  the  culture  of  flax  &  hemp  in 
Britain,  and  likewise  to  prepare  the  heads  of  a  bill  for  that  purpose  to 
be  laid  as  soon  as  possible  before  the  committee,  in  order  that  when 
approven  it  may  be  transmitted  to  the  burrows'  agent  in  London  to  be 
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Application 
to  the  judge 
admiral  for 
preventing 
the  throwing 
stones  & 
ballast  in  to 
Inner- 
keithing 
road  stead, 
&c. 


laid  before  the  House  of  Commons  alongst  with  those  to  be  presented 
from  the  different  parts  of  England  immediatly  after  the  Christmas 
holydays ;  and  in  the  mean  time  they  appoint  their  preeses  to  write 
Messrs  M'Viccar  &  Biggar  by  first  opertunity  that  the  burrows  intirely 
approve  of  their  conduct  hitherto,  and  to  acquaint  them  with  the  steps 
the  burrows  are  now  taking  in  this  affair ;  that  he  likewise  direct  them 
to  apply  themselves  to  Mr  George  Ross,  the  burrows'  agent  in  London, 
and  in  concert  with  him  to  take  every  step  that  may  appear  necessary 
for  promoting  the  success  of  these  intended  applications ;  and  further, 
that  they  furthwith  open  the  correspondence  with  those  burrows  in 
England,  and  others  interested  in  these  parts,  in  order  that  their 
applications  may  be  ready  to  be  presented  at  the  same  time  with  that 
from  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland. 

The  same  day  the  member  for  Queensferry  laid  before  the 
committee  a  letter  he  received  from  the  magistrates  of  that  bui'gh, 
giving  an  account  that  they  observed  the  ships  taking  on  board  stones 
for  the  streets  of  London,  lying  in  Inverkeithing  Bay,  were  throwing 
out  not  only  their  ballast  into  that  road,  but  likewise  whatever 
stones  they  find  will  not  answer  their  purpose,  which  cannot  fail 
to  prove  hurtfull,  and  even  render  that  road  stead  (at  present  one 
of  the  most  commodious  anchoring  places  in  the  Firth  of  Forth) 
dangerouse  to  all  vessels  resorting  there  in  stormy  weather ;  that  they 
had  apply 'd  to  the  baillies  of  the  admirality  of  Dumfermling  to  put 
a  stop  to  this  practise,  but  were  told  it  lay  without  their  jurisdiction, 
which  extends  no  further  than  the  North  Ferry,  and  therefore 
requesting  he  would  lay  the  same  before  the  annual  committee  in 
order  that  they  may  apply  to  the  judge  of  the  high  court  of 
admirality  for  an  order  to  put  a  stop  to  such  practises,  and  likewise 
to  the  board  of  customs  that  they  would  instruct  their  surveyor  to 
take  all  due  care  that  the  order  be  punctually  observed  by  all  ships 
resorting  either  to  Inverkeithing  road  or  St  Margaret's  Hope.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  committee,  they  remitt  to  the  member  for 
Queensferry  to  prepare  a  petition   to  the  judge  admiral  for  Scotland 
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to  the  purposes  abovementioned,  and  which  they  authorize  the  preeses   Edinburgh. 
i     •  ■  o  .1.1  i     •      i         -^        ii    22  December 

in    their    name    to    sign    &    present    to    the   judge    admiral    with    all    1766. 

convenient  dispatch. 

16  January  1767. 

Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Edinburgh,  John  Nisbet  &  Patrick  Sederunt. 
Miller  ;  Dumferniling,  Alexander  Hart;  Dumbarton,  Mr  James  Smollet ; 
Banff,  Thomas  Riddoch  ;  Lanerk,  William  Wilson  ;  Bruntisland,  Samuel 
Charters ;      Queensferry,      George      Chalmers ;      Stranraer,      Ebenezer 
M'Culloch ;  Anstr.  Wester,  John  Borthwick ;  Air,  Andrew  Hunter. 

The  which  day  the  preeses  laid  before  the  committee  a  letter  Application 
he  received  from  Messrs  Niel  M'Viccar  &  Walter  Biggar,  in  answer  ment  anent 
to  the  one  he  wrote  them  as  directed  by  the  minute  of  last  sederunt,  in   the  bounty 

J  on  max,  &ce., 

which  they  inform  that  in  consequence  of  the  instructions  it  contained  approven. 

they  had  applyed  themselves  to  Mr  George  Ross,  the  burrows'  agent 

in  London,  and  explained  to  him  the  nature  of  the  intended  application 

concerning   the    flax   and  hemp  affair,    as    to  which   he  was  to   waite 

for  the  particular  instructions  of  the  burrows ;  that  they  had  likewise 

wrote    to  the   different   towns   interested    in    England,    desiring   their 

applications    might   be    sent   up   so  as  to  be  presented  to    parliament 

immediatly   on    their  meeting   after    the  present  recess,  and    doubted 

not  they  would  be  ready  in  due  time  ;  and  that  from  their  conversation 

with  Mr  Ross  they   thought  it   their  duty    to   suggest  that  as  in  all 

matters    which    comes    before  the    House  of    Commons  where  money 

is   wanted  the   treasury    is   generally   applyed   to,    whither   it    would 

not     be    proper    on     this    occasion    for    the    burrows    to     write     Mr 

Townshend,   chancellor   of   exchequer,   explaining  to    him  the  motives 

and    needcessity   of    a    parliamentary    encouragement    to  promote  the 

culture    of    flax,    &ce.,    in    order    to    prevent    the    ruin   of  the    linen 

manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  sollicite  his  aid  and  assistance 

in    promoting    in   parliament  a    measure  so    beneficial  to   the   country 

in    general.       There     was    likewise    laid    before    the    committee    the 

o 
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Edinburgh,     draught  of  the  intended  application  to  parliament  for  the  obtaining  of 
1767.  that  bounty,  and  it  was  moved — that  as  from  a  calculation  it  appeared 

Application  a  general  bounty  even  at  the  rate  of  twenty  shillings  per  acre  (which 
ment  anent  is  above  one  third  less  than  that  given  on  the  importation  of  American 
fflaV°&cey0n  Aax)  w^  amount,  on  the  quantity  necessary  for  carrying  on  the 
approven.  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  sum  of  £120,000  sterling  annually, 
it  was  therefore  to  be  feared  the  parliament  wou'd  not  chuse  to  grant 
so  large  a  sum  towards  promoting  any  one  species  of  manufacture 
however  usef ull  and  important ;  at  the  same  time  it  was  more  probable, 
in  order  to  put  these  valuable  manufactures  on  a  less  precarious 
footing,  the  parliament  might  be  induced  to  grant  a  limitted  sum 
annually  for  encouraging  the  culture  of  flax  &  hemp  in  Britain,  and 
supposing  they  should  allow  £45,000  for  this  purpose  (which  is  little 
more  than  one  third  of  the  general  bounty  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
shillings  p.  acre),  whereof  £30,000  to  be  applicable  to  England  and 
the  remaining  £15,000  for  Scotland,  as  the  linen  manufacture  is  the 
great  staple  of  this  country,  if  these  sums  were  put  under  the  direction 
of  such  boards  as  might  be  particularly  interested  in  the  application 
of  it,  the  board  for  Scotland  to  consist  of  thirty  persons,  ten 
whereof  to  be  named  by  the  Crown  as  constant  members,  ten  to  be 
annually  elected  by  the  same  number  of  countys  in  rotation,  the 
commissioners  of  supply  having  the  power  of  nominating  these,  and 
ten  to  be  annually  chosen  by  the  convention  of  the  royal  burrows, 
and  their  whole  plan  of  applying  this  money  to  be  annually 
laid  before  and  approven  of  by  the  King  and  Council,  it  was 
thought  that  by  this  or  such  other  method  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
parliament  shall  seem  proper,  all  the  valuable  purposes  of  a  bounty 
upon  flax  and  hemp  might  be  effectually  answered ;  and  for  defraying 
this  expence,  were  an  additional  duty  to  be  laid  on  linens  from  Germany 
and  Russia,  which  are  annually  imported  in  to  Britain  to  the  extent  of 
thirty-two  millions  of  yards,  in  the  last  of  which  places  the  Empress 
has  lately  taken  off"  twelve  &  one  half  p.  cent,  paid  by  the  landholders 
on  all  flax  and  hemp  raised  in  her  dominions,  and  made  it  payable  only 
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on   what  is   exported,  which   cannot   faill   to   lower  the  price  of  their  Edinburgh. 
manufactures    (great    quantitys    whereof    are    annually    imported    into   17(57. 


Britain)    while    ours    in    the    present    circumstances    must    necessarly  Application 

1  ...  to  parlia- 

continue    at    a    high    rate ;    a    duty    therefore    of    this    kind,    it    was  ment  anent 

believed,    besides    defraying    the    expence    of    this    proposed    bounty,   ^x°x^.J°n 

would  yield   a  considerable   sum   over  and  above  for  the  other  pur-   approven. 

poses    of    government,    and    would    at    the    same    time    serve    as    an 

additional    encouragement    to    the    manufactures    of    Great    Britain ; 

that    as    these   particulars    had  occurred,   it   was   thought   unnecessary 

at  present  to  prepare  the  heads  of  a  bill  with  respect  to  the  bounty 

till  such  time  as  it  shou'd  be  known  whither  the  parliament  inclined 

to   adopt   either   of    these    plans,    but    how   soon   that   was   the    case, 

Mr  Ross,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr  M'Viccar  and  Mr  Biggar,  could  then 

prepare   the   heads   of  the   bill   according  to   such   instructions   as   the 

burrows  should  give ;  and  in  the  mean  time  a  letter  might  be  wrote 

to    all    the    members    of    parliament    for    Scotland    recommending    to 

them    in    the   warmest    manner    to    support    the    burrows'    application, 

and    to    endeavour    to    procure    the    forsaid    bounty    on    either   of  the 

plans  abovementioned.     All  which  being  considered  by  the  committee, 

they    unanimously    approve    of    the    said   motion   and   likewise   of  the 

forsaid    draught    of    the    petition,    which    they    order    to    be    recorded 

after   the    minutes   of  this  sederunt,   and   how   soon   a  clean   copy  of 

the  application  is  made   out,  they  authorize  the  preeses  to  sign  and 

transmitt   the    same    to    Mr    George   Ross,   to    be   by  him   immediatly 

presented  to  the  House  of  Commons ;   and  as  this  is  a  matter  of  the 

greatest  importance,  that  the  preeses  should   likewise  write  Mr  Ross 

to  inform   him  of   the    motives   for  this  application  and    these   plans 

on  which  the  burrows  wish  to  obtain  this  bounty,  for  the  procuring 

whereof  he  shall  use  his  utmost  endeavours  and  take  every  step  that 

may    be  thought   necessary   to  secure   its   success,  particularly,    if   he 

shall  think  it  a  right  measure,  that  he  procure  a  meeting  of  all  the 

members    of    parliament  for    Scotland   now   in   London,   and    who  are 

ah-eady    instructed    by    their    constituents    to   give    their   countenance 
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Edinburgh. 
16  January 
1767. 

Application 
to  parlia- 
ment anent 
the  bounty 
on  fflax,  &ce. 
approven. 


and  assistance  in  this  affair  or  in  framing  any  bill  that  may  be 
brought  into  the  House  in  relation  to  it,  in  which  Mr  M'Viccar  and 
Mr  Biggar  will  give  him  all  the  information  &  assistance  they  can ; 
and  draughts  of  the  letters  to  Mr  Tounshend  and  the  members  of 
parliament  being  produced  and  read  to  the  committee,  they  entirely 
approve  thereof,  appoint  them  likewise  to  be  recorded,  and  authorize 
the  preeses  in  their  name  to  sign  and  dispatch  the  same ;  and  further 
recommend  to  him  to  write  Messrs  M'Viccar  and  Biggar  and  acquaint 
them  with  the  steps  that  have  been  now  taken,  and  to  enclose  to 
them  the  burrows'  letter  to  Mr  Tounshend  (with  a  copy  thereof  for 
their  own  private  perusal)  so  as  they  in  conjunction  with  Mr  Ross  may 
waite  on  that  gentleman  with  his  letter,  and  take  that  opertunity 
to  recommend  the  present  application  to  his  countenance  and  favour, 
and  endeavour  to  obviate  such  difficultys  as  may  occur  to  him  with 
respect  to  the  proposed  plans. 


Follows  the  copy  of  the  petition  to  parliament  appointed  to  be  recorded 
by  the  preceeding  minute. 

To  the  honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  assembled  in 
parliament,  the  Petition  of  the  General  Convention  of  the  Royal 
Burrows  of  Scotland. 

Humbly  sheiveth, — 

That  the  linen  and  hempen  manufactures,  the  staple  of  this  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  labour  under  great  hardships,  are  not  only 
in  danger  of  decreasing,  but  of  being  totally  lost,  owing  to  the  high 
prices  the  manufacturers  must  necessarly  pay  for  foreign  materials, 
in  so  much  that  there  is  now  given  fifty  per  cent,  of  advanced  price 
more  than  was  paid  for  the  same  qualitys  of  hemp  and  flax  so  lately 
as  seven  years  ago. 

That  besides  the  quantitys  raised  at  home  or  brought  from 
America,  it  is  believed  that  Great  Britain  pays  annually  to  foreign 
states   not  less   than   one   million   sterling    for    hemp  and    flax.      The 
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legislature  has  been  graciously  pleased  lately  to  grant  a  bounty  on  the   Edinburgh. 

importation   of  these   materials  from   the    British   colonys,  but  it  is  to  17157. 

be  feared  that  by  reason  of  the  high  price  of  labour  in  the  collonys, 

and   the   high   rates   for   freight  and    insurrances  on    such    bulky   and 

valuable  commoditys  as  hemp  &  flax,  besides  the  damnage  which  these 

articles  always  sustain  upon  a  long  voyage,  our  supplys   from  thence 

will  not  be  so  cheap,  so  large,  or  so  speedy  as  could  be  wished.     It  is 

therefore  most  humbly  proposed  and  requested,  in  order  to  preserve  and 

enlarge  our  linen  manufactures,  to  render  our  navigation  independent 

of  foreign  states,  and,  in  time,  to  reserve  to  the  nation  such  a  capital 

sum   as   is  now  annually  expended   upon  foreign   hemp  and  flax,  that 

the  parliament  would  be  pleased  also  to  grant  a  bounty  on  the  culture 

of  flax  and  hemp  in  Great  Britain  in  such  way  and  manner  as  to  the 

wisdom  of  the  House  shall  seem  proper. 

May  it  therefore  please  the  honourable 
House  to  take  the  premisses  into  their 
consideration,  and  to  grant  such  relief 
therein  as  to  them  in  their  great  wisdom 
shall  seem  tit.  And  the  petitioners  shall 
ever  pray. 

Edinburgh,  16th  January  1767. 
Signed  in  name  and  by  appointment 
of  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland 
by  (Signed)         Gilb.  Laurie,  preeses. 

Copy  letter  to  Mr  George  Ross. 

Edinbr.,   16th  January  1767. 

Sir, — The  royal  buroughs  of  Scotland  have  for  some  time  past 
had  under  their  consideration  the  state  of  the  linen  trade,  the  great 
staple  of  this  country,  and  the  grivances  under  which  it  labours, 
principally  owing  to  the   manufacturers  being  oblidged  to  depend  on 
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Edinburgh,     foreigners  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  flax  and  hemp   necessary   for 
1767.  carrying    them     on,    and    the    great    advance    in    the    price    of    these 

materials,  which  have  risen  within  these  seven  years  full  fifty  per 
cent.,  besides  the  precariousness  of  these  supplys  depending  entirely 
on  the  pleasure  of  foreign  states,  which  if  withdrawn  must  at  once 
put  a  stop  to  the  carrying  on  these  valuable  branches  of  usefull 
industry,  and  consequently  would  not  only  deprive  many  thousands 
of  people  of  bread  who  have  their  entire  dependance  on  the  prosperity 
of  these  manufactures,  but  would  prove  of  the  greatest  loss  to  the 
publick  in  general.  Moved  with  these  alarming  considerations,  the 
convention  in  considering  of  the  proper  remedys  for  removing  of  these 
grivances  wei-e  unanimously  of  opinion  that  nothing  could  prove  so 
effectual  for  this  purpose  as  a  national  bounty  to  encourage  the 
further  culture  of  flax  &  hemp  in  Great  Britain,  and  in  like  manner 
unanimously  resolved  to  apply  to  parliament  for  the  obtaining  of  it ; 
with  this  view  they  caused  a  memorial  to  be  prepared,  pointing  out 
the  necessity  of  such  an  aid  in  order  to  preserve  from  ruin  these 
valuable  branches  of  manufacture,  and  the  advantages  arising  to  the 
nation  in  general  from  the  saving  of  so  prodigious  a  sum  as  is  presently 
paid  annually  to  foreigners  for  these  materials.  This  they  laid  before 
the  gentlemen  of  the  different  countys,  who  have  approved  of  the  plan 
and  instructed  their  members  to  support  the  burrows'  application  to 
parliament  for  the  obtaining  this  end. 

The  burrows  having  likewise  understood  that  several  of  the 
manufacturing  towns  in  England  and  countys  concerned  in  flax 
raising  intended  to  petition  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  same 
effect,  they  therefore  concurred  with  the  Edinburgh  linen  society  in 
sending  Mr  M'Viccar  and  Mr  Biggar  to  make  a  circuit  throu  those 
parts,  with  a  view  to  engage  them  to  present  their  applications  at 
the  same  time  with  that  from  the  royal  burrows  of  Scotland.  This 
these  gentlemen  have  done,  and  upon  their  arrival  in  London  the 
burrows  directed  them  to  waite  on  you,  and  in  concert  with  you  to 
take    every    step    that    might    be    thought    proper    and    necessary    in 
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order    to    secure    success    to    that    application,    till    such    time    as    the  Edinburgh. 

burrows  could  send  you   their   application  with   the   proper   heads   for   1767' 

the  bill,  which  they  were  to  consider  of.     Their  petition  I  now  enclose 

you,  which  they  desire  you'l  take  care  to  present  in  due  time  to  the 

House,  and  as  it  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance  to  this  country, 

they    expect   you    will    use    your    utmost   endeavours    to   promote   the 

success    of    it,    in    which    Mr   M'Viccar   and    Mr   Biggar   will   give   you 

all   the   assistance   in   their  power,   and   have   orders  to   waite  on  you 

to  concert  measures  for  that  purpose.     With  respect  to  the  heads  of 

a  bill,  the  burrows  think  it  unnecessary  for  them  to  send  any  till  such 

time  as  it  be  known  whither  any  encouragement  will  be  granted,  and 

in  what  manner — that  is,  whither  they  would  incline  to  give  a  general 

bounty  or  assign  a  particular  limitted  sum  annually  for  that  purpose. 

If  a  general  bounty  at  the  rate  of  twenty  shillings  per  acre  were  to  be 

granted    (which    is    above  one    third   less   than    that   allowed    on    the 

importation    of   American    flax)    that,    on    the  quantity    necessary    for 

carrying  on  the  manufactures  of  Britain,  would  amount    to  £120,000 

sterl.    annually,  a  sum    which   it's  thought  the  parliament    would    not 

chuse  to    grant    towards   promoting  any    one    species    of    manufacture 

however  usefull  and  important ;  whereas  were  they  to  allow  a  limitted 

sum  annually  for  encouraging  the  culture  of  flax  and  hemp  in  Britain, 

and  supposing  they  give  £45,000  for  this  purpose  (which  is  litle  more 

than  one  third  of  a  general  bounty  at  the  rate  of  twenty  shillings  per 

acre),  whereof  £30,000  to  be  applyed   in  England  and  the   remaining 

£15,000  for  Scotland,  the   linen   manufacture  being  our  great  staple, 

if  these   sums  were  put  under  the  direction  of  such  boards  as  might 

be   particularly    interested  in    the    application    of    it,    the    board    for 

Scotland    to   consist   of    thirty  persons,   whereof  ten   to  be  named  by 

the  Crown  as  constant  members,  ten  to  be  annually  elected  by  the  same 

number  of  countys  in  rotation,    the  commissioners    of    supply   having 

the  power  of  nominating  these,  and  ten  to  be  annually  chosen  by  the 

convention    of    the    royal    burrows,  and  their  whole  plan  of   applying 

this  money  to  be  annually  laid  before  and  approven  of  by  the  King 
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Edinburgh,     and  Council,  it  is  thought  that  by  this  or  such  other  method  as  to  the 
1767.  wisdom  of  parliament  shall  seem  proper,  all  the  valuable  purposes  of 

a  bounty  might  be  effectually  answered  ;  and  that  for  defraying  this 
expence,    were  an   additional   duty  laid  on    linens  from  Germany  and 
Russia,  imported  into  Britain    to   the  extent  of  thirty-two  millions  of 
yards,  in    the  last  of  which  places  the  Empress    has   lately  taken  off 
12  J  p.  cent,  paid  by  the  landholders  on  all  flax  and  hemp  raised  in  her 
dominions,    and    made   it  payable    only    on    what    is    exported,    which 
cannot    fail  to  lower  the  price  of  their  manufactures,  great  quantitys 
whereof  are  annually  imported  into  Britain,  while  ours  in  the  present 
circumstances    must    continue    at    a    high    rate ;    an    additional    duty 
therefore  of  this  kind,  it  is  believed,  would  not  only  defray  the  expence 
of  the  proposed  bounty,  but  would  likewise  yield  a  considerable  sum 
over  and  above  for  the  other  purposes  of  government,  besides,  it  would 
serve  as    an  additional   encouragement  to   the  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain.     For  these  reasons,  till  such  time  as  it  is  known  which  of  these 
plans  the  parliament  would  incline  to  adopt,  it  was  thought  unnecessary 
to  prepare  the   heads  of  any  bill,  but  how  soon  this  is  known,  you 
with  the  assistance  of  Mr  M'Viccar  and  Mr  Biggar  and   such  of  the 
members  of  parliament  as  will  attend  to  it,  can  prepare  the  heads  of  the 
bill   according  to  the  plan  adopted,  a  copy  of  which  you  can  transmitt 
that  the  burrows  may  consider  thereof.     The  burrows  have  wrote  to  all 
the  members  of  parliament  for  Scotland  recommending  to  them  in  the 
warmest  manner  to  support  the  burrows'  application,  and  to  endeavour 
to  procure  the  forsaid  bounty  on  either  of  the  plans  abovementioned, 
and    if   you  shall   think   it  a   right  measure,  the    burrows   submit   it 
whither  it  would  not  be  proper  to  get  a  meeting  of  all  the  members 
of  parliament  for  Scotland  now  in  London,  and  concert  with  them  the 
carrying  on  this  affair,  but  with  respect  to  this  you'l  act  in  it  as  you 
shall  judge  proper.      They  have  likewise  directed  me  as  their  preeses 
to    write    Mr    Tounshend,    chancellor    of    exchequer,    explaining    the 
nature  of  our  application,  and  solliciting  his  countenance  and  favour 
in  support  of  it.       This  I  have  sent  under  cover  to  Messrs  M'Viccar 
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and    Biggar,   in    order   that   in    conjunction   with   you   they   may   waite   Edinburgh. 
upon   hini   to  deliver  it,  and  to   take   that  opcrtunity  to  obviate  such   jy,^ 
difficultys  as   may  occur  to  him   with   respect  to  the  measure.       This 
and   every  other  step  that  you  shall   think  necessary  to  promote  the 
success    of    the    application,    the    burrows    doubt    not    you'l    carefully 
observe,  and  as  their  preeses  I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

(Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preeses. 

Copy  letter  to  the  Right  Honble.  Charles  Townshend,  Esqr. 

Edinbr.,   16th  January  1767. 

Sir, — The  royal  burrows  of  Scotland  having  at  their  annual 
convention  in  July  last  resolved  to  apply  to  parliament  for  a  bounty 
upon  the  culture  of  flax  and  hemp  in  Great  Britain,  hope  they  may 
be  allowed  to  take  this  opcrtunity  of  communicating  to  you  the 
purpose  which  they  have  in  view,  and  the  motives  which  induce 
them  to  make  that  application. 

At  the  abovementioned  meeting  a  memorial  was  presented  to 
them,  in  the  name  of  the  most  considerable  manufacturers  in  this 
country,  setting  forth  the  grievious  hardships  under  which  the  linen 
manufactory  laboured,  owing  to  this  circumstance  chiefly,  that  at 
present  they  were  oblidged  to  import  from  abroad  the  greatest 
quantity  of  the  materials  employed  in  it.  That  within  these  last  seven 
years,  the  price  of  flax  and  hemp  have  risen  fully  50  p.  cent.,  and 
the  price  of  the  different  kinds  of  ashes  above  80  p.  cent.  That 
before  the  flax  can  come  to  the  hands  of  the  inanufactux-er,  the  price 
of  it  must  be  greatly  augmented  by  the  expence  of  freight,  commission, 
insurrance,  &ce.,  and  likewise  by  the  damnage  which  it  has  been  found 
by  experience  that  the  flax  always  suffers  by  sea  carriage.  That  this 
supply,  besides  the  prodigious  expence  of  it,  is  extreamly  precarious  and 
uncertain,  depending  upon  the  uncertain  event  of  peace  and  war,  and 
lyable  to  be  interrupted  by  a  thousand  various  accidents.  That  under 
these    disadvantageous  circumstances  it    was    in   vain    to    expect    that 
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Edinburgh,     the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  can  ever  be  in  a  situation  to   rival 
1767.  those  of  any  foreign  nation  who  have  not  to  strugle  with  any  of  these 

difficulties. 

The  convention  of  burrows  being  composed  of  persons  who  from 
their  situation  have  the  best  opertunity  of  being  fully  informed  with 
regard  to  these  particulars,  were  entirely  satisfied  that  the  grievances 
which  the  manufacturers  complained  of  were  but  too  well  founded, 
and  that  something  ought  to  be  attempted  to  remedy  this  evil. 
Experience  has  already  shown  that  the  soil  of  Great  Britain  in  many 
places  both  of  England  and  Scotland  is  abundantly  capable  of 
producing  all  the  different  species  of  flax  and  of  hemp  that  would 
be  required  in  carrying  on  the  most  extensive  manufactorys.  In 
order  therefore  to  put  an  end  to  our  dependance  upon  foreign  nations 
for  these  usefull  commodities,  nothing  farther  seems  necessary  than 
to  establish  a  parliamentary  bounty  upon  the  raising  of  flax  and  hemp 
within  our  own  country ;  but  as  the  cultivation  of  these,  however 
profitable  when  once  thorowly  understood,  has  been  hitherto  little 
attended  to  in  Great  Britain,  it  will  be  necessary  to  encourage  men 
to  employ  their  grounds  in  this  manner  by  holding  up  to  the  raisers 
of  flax  and  hemp  the  prospect  of  this  certain  and  immediate  profite. 
The  application  of  this  bounty  which  at  first  naturally  occurred 
was  to  appoint  a  certain  premium  for  every  English  acre  employed 
in  this  manner ;  but  upon  calculation  it  was  found  that  a  bounty  of 
this  kind  at  the  rate  of  twenty  shillings  p.  acre,  which  is  considerably 
lower  than  the  one  presently  given  upon  the  importation  of  flax  from 
America,  so  soon  as  the  whole  fflax  used  in  Great  Britain  should  come 
to  be  raised  in  it,  would  amount  to  £120,000  sterling,  a  sum 
considerably  higher  than  the  parliament  would  probably  choose  to 
grant  towards  promoting  any  one  species  of  manufacture  however 
useful  and  important. 

Instead  of  following  this  schem,  therefore,  if  a  certain  yearly 
sum,  as  high  as  to  the  wisdom  of  parliament  should  seem  convenient, 
were  to  be  granted   for  encouraging  the  culture  of  flax  and   hemp — 
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supposing  £45,000,  whereof  £30,000  to  be  applied  in  England  and  Edinburgh. 
the  remaining  £15,000  for  Scotland — if  this  sum  were  put  under  the  ]767'anuaiy 
direction  of  such  boards  as  might  be  particularly  interested  in  the 
application  of  it ;  the  board  for  Scotland  (it  shall  be  supposed) 
to  consist  of  thirty  persons,  whereof  ten  to  be  named  by  the  Crown 
as  constant  members,  ten  to  be  annually  elected  by  the  same  number 
of  the  countys  in  rotation,  and  ten  to  be  annually  appointed  by  the 
convention  of  royal  burrows,  their  whole  plan  of  applying  the  money 
to  be  annually  laid  before  and  appro ven  of  by  the  King  and  Council. 
It  has  been  thought  that  by  this  or  such  other  method  as  to  the 
wisdom  of  parliament  shall  seem  proper,  all  the  valuable  purposes 
of  a  bounty  upon  flax  and  hemp  might  be  effectually  answered. 

With  regard  to  the  fund  out  of  which  this  bounty  is  to  be 
granted,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  suggest  any  thing  upon  this  head, 
it  occurs  to  us  that  the  most  proper  method  would  be  to  lay  an 
additional  duty  upon  the  linens  from  Germany  and  Russia,  which 
are  annually  imported  into  Great  Britain  to  the  extent  of  about 
thirty-two  millions  of  yards ;  a  duty  of  this  kind,  it  is  believed,  besides 
defraying  the  expence  of  the  proposed  bounty,  would  yield  a  consider- 
able sum  over  and  above  for  the  other  purposes  of  government,  and 
would  at  the  same  time  serve  as  an  additional  encouragement  to  the 
manufactures  of  our  own  country. 

At  the  same  time  that  this  application  is  presented  to  parliament 
by  the  convention  of  burrows  in  Scotland,  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  applications  of  a  like  nature  will  come  from  some  of  the  consider- 
able manufacturing  towns  in  England.  Most  of  the  countys  in  Scotland 
have  likewise  transmitted  instructions  to  their  several  representatives  to 
second  this  proposed  application  with  all  their  influence.  From  the 
opinion,  sir,  which  we  have  entertained  both  of  your  extensive 
knowledge  and  of  your  constant  attention  to  promote  the  interests 
of  commerce  and  of  usefull  industry,  we  have  no  doubt  you  will 
think  this  subject  not  unworthy  of  your  most  serious  consideration, 
and  we  even  flatter  ourselves  that  when  a  bill  shall  be  brought  into 
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Edlnbcrgh.     parliament  for  the  purposes  already  mentioned,  you  will  employ  those 

1767.  eminent  abilities  for  which  you  have  been  distinguished  in  patronising 

a  schem  so  manifestly  calculated  to  promote  the  intrests  of  both  parts 

of   the    United   Kingdom. — I   have   the   honour  to  be,  sir,   your   most 

obedient  &  most  humble  servant, 

(Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preeses  of  the 
royal  burrows  of  Scotland. 

Copy  of  the   letter  to  the  Members  of  Parliament. 

Edinbr.,  16th  January  1767. 

Sir, — It's  hoped  the  importance  of  the  subject  will  appologize  for 
the  trouble  of  this  letter.  The  convention  of  royal  burrows  met  here 
in  July  last,  moved  with  the  dangerous  state  of  the  linen  trade,  our 
great  staple,  from  its  dependance  on  foreigners  for  the  greatest  part 
of  the  hemp  and  flax  whereof  it  is  made,  now  raised  full  50  p.  cent, 
above  what  they  were  so  lately  as  seven  years  ago,  owing  to  our 
constant  demand  or  the  increase  of  these  manufactures  in  those  states 
from  whence  we  draw  our  supplys,  and  as  this  progressive  rise  has 
been  of  more  than  twenty  years'  continuance,  altho  not  so  l-apid  as 
in  the  last  seven,  there  is  thereby  no  hopes  of  releiff. 

Oft'  32  millions  yards  foreign  linen  annually  imported  into  Britain, 
the  greater  part  is  brought  from  Germany  &  Russia,  and  as  the 
London  mercate  is  entirely  regulated  by  their  cost,  consequently  war 
or  peace  in  those  countrys  encourages  or  sinks  our  home  trade,  for  the 
dutys  payable  on  their  import  and  bounty  on  our  export  is  not  equal 
to  the  difference  betwixt  the  price  of  materials  &  labour  in  these 
countrys  and  in  ours ;  and  these  states,  now  at  entire  rest,  are  fully 
intent  upon  augmenting  their  manufactures,  as  is  evident  from  a  new 
regulation  in  Russia,  whereby  the  Empress  has  taken  12£  p.  ct.  paid 
by  the  landholders  on  all  flax  and  hemp  raised  in  her  dominions,  and 
made  it  payable  only  upon  what  is  exported.  Thus  you  see  foreign 
linens  dayly  lowering  in  price  while  the    cost  of  ours  is  augmenting, 
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whereby  the  distraction  of  our  manufactures  is  inevitable  unless  saved   Edinburgh. 
by  the  wisdom  of  parliament.  1767.' 

Great  Britain  produces  better  hemp  &  flax  than  any  imported, 
therefore  the  remedy  that  naturally  occurred  was  to  render  the 
knowledge  of  their  culture  &  after  management  universally  understood, 
which  at  present  is  confined  to  a  few  corners,  and  as  their  produce 
is  beleived  to  be  more  profitable  than  most  other  crops,  this  appear 'd 
very  practicable.  The  convention  moved  b}'  these  reasons  resolved 
to  petition  the  parliament  for  a  bounty  on  this  culture,  and  to  solicite 
the  concurrence  of  the  English  towns  and  countys  employed  in  the 
linen  and  flax  trades,  &  from  their  success  in  this  solicitation  it  is 
beleived  most  of  these  will  petition  to  the  like  purpose. 

The  application  of  this  bounty  which  at  first  naturally  occurred  was 
a  premium  by  the  acre  as  low  as  twenty  shillings,  and  altho'  this 
is  much  inferior  to  the  bounty  granted  on  the  import  from  America, 
yet  it  would  require  £120,000  if  the  whole  used  in  these  manufactures 
were  entitled  to  it,  but  as  this  sum  appeared  too  capital,  it  was  thought 
that  if  in  lieu  thereof  a  certain  sum  as  high  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
parliament  should  seen  convenient.  Suppose  £45,000  were  to  be 
granted,  whereof  £30,000  applicable  to  England  and  £15,000  for 
Scotland,  the  linen  trade  being  our  great  &  staple  manufacture,  under 
the  direction  of  such  boards  as  might  be  particularly  interested  in 
the  application ;  suppose  that  for  Scotland  to  consist  of  thirty  persons, 
whereof  ten  named  by  the  Crown  and  permanent,  ten  annually  by 
the  countys  to  go  progressively  thorou  the  whole  countys,  the 
commissioners  of  supply  naming  the  members  for  each,  and  ten 
annually  named  by  the  convention  of  royal  burrows,  their  office  in 
Edinburgh,  and  seven  or  more  to  be  a  quorum,  and  their  plan  of 
distribution  annually  appro ven  of  by  the  King  and  Council ;  it  is 
humbly  presumed  that  by  this  or  such  other  method  as  the  wisdom 
of  parliament  shall  devise,  all  the  valuable  purposes  of  a  bounty  may 
be  most  effectually  answered. 

The  convention  beleived  this  might  be  the  most  eligable  method  of 
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Edinburgh,     communicating  their  ideas  to  you  of  the  proposed  application,  and  if 
1 767'  a  bill  is  brought  into  parliament  for  this  bounty,  they  have  no  doubt 

of  your  bestowing  upon  it  all  that  attention  which  an  object  of  such 
national  importance  merits  from  every  member  of  the  British  senate, 
— and  with  perfect  respect  as  preeses  of  the  royal  burrows,  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

(Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preeses. 

Copy  letter  to  Messrs  Niel  M'Viccar  and  Walter  Biggar. 

Edinburgh,  16th  January  1767. 

Gentlemen, — Yours  of  the  5th  instant  I  received,  which  I  would  have 
communicated  to  the  burrows  before  now,  but  as  they  had  given  directions 
for  preparing  the  draught  of  their  application  to  parliament  and  the 
heads  of  a  bill  for  the  proposed  bounty  on  flax,  I  thought  it  unnecessary 
to  call  a  meeting  till  such  time  as  these  could  be  laid  before  them. 

With  respect  to  the  bill,  upon  considering  the  great  expence 
that  would  attend  a  general  bounty,  even  at  the  low  rate  of  twenty 
shillings  p.  acre,  it  was  doubted  whither  the  parliament  would  agree 
to  it,  and  therefore  it  was  thought,  if  this  could  not  be  obtained, 
a  limited  sum  might  be  applied  for  to  encourage  the  culture  of  flax, 
under  the  inspection  of  a  proper  board,  but  till  such  time  as  it  is  known 
which  of  these  plans  the  parliament  would  incline  to  adopt,  a  bill  could 
not  properly  be  prepared.  Upon  stating  this  to  the  burrows  to-day, 
they  were  of  the  same  opinion,  and  having  approved  of  the  draught  of 
their  application  to  parliament,  have  ordered  it  to  be  transmitted  to 
Mr  Ross  with  particular  instructions  to  lay  the  same  before  the  House 
of  Commons  in  due  time,  and  in  concert  with  you  to  take  every  step 
that  may  be  thought  necessary  to  promote  the  success  thereof ;  that 
how  soon  it  is  known  which  of  the  plans  the  parliament  would  incline 
to  favour,  that  Mr  Ross,  in  conjunction  with  you  and  such  of  the 
members  for  Scotland  as  will  attend  to  it,  prepare  the  bill  accordingly, 
&  send  down  a  copy  thereof  for  the  burrows'  consideration.     They  have 
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likewise  impowei'ed  me  to  write  to  all  the  members  of  parliament  for  Edinburgh. 

.  ,  „,  .  lfi  January 

Scotland,  requesting  their  countenance  and  assistance  m  tins  anair  or  17117. 


in  preparing  that  bill  (which  letters  goes  by  the  same  post  with  this) ; 
and  agreeahle  to  what  you  suggested,  have  also  wrote  to  Mr  Townshend, 
chancellor  of  exchequer,  explaining  the  nature  of  the  application  and 
solliciting  his  favour  towards  it.  This  by  their  directions  I  now  enclose 
to  you  (with  a  copy  of  the  contents  for  your  own  private  perusal,  which 
you'l  keep  secret),  and  they  desire  that  in  conjunction  with  Mr  Ross 
you  will  waite  on  him  and  deliver  it,  in  order  that  you  may  have  an 
opertunity  to  obviate  such  difficultys  as  may  occur  to  him  with  respect 
to  the  proposed  plan.  From  the  copy  of  his  letter  &  Mr  Ross's 
instructions,  you  will  see  on  what  footing  the  burrows  would  chuse 
to  have  the  board  for  Scotland  established  incase  that  schem  should 
be  adopted,  and  they  doubt  not,  in  conjunction  with  Mr  Ross,  you'l 
exert  yourselves  in  forwarding  the  measure  so  far  as  lyes  in  your 
power. — I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

(Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preeses. 

30  January  1767. 

Gilbert  Laurie,    Esqr.,    preeses ;    Edinburgh,  Patrick    Miller ;    Air,  Sederunt. 
Andrew  Hunter ;  Peebles,  Mr  Alexander  Murray  ;  Queensferry,  George 
Chalmers ;  Inverness,  John  Fraser. 

The  which  day  the  preses  informed  the  committee  that  as  the  Report  anent 
time  limitted  for  the  giving  in  of  applications  to  this  session  of  afflir^ 
parliament  was  near  expiring,  he  had  thought  it  proper  to  send  the 
boroughs'  petition  concerning  the  bounty  on  flax  to  Mr  Ross  by  express 
(so  as  he  might  have  it  in  due  time),  alongst  with  one  in  behalf  of  the 
city  of  Edinburgh,  and  at  the  same  time,  agreeable  to  the  committee's 
directions,  he  had  wrote  Mr  Ross  full  instructions  with  regard  to  it ; 
that  he  had  likewise  dispatched  letters  to  all  the  members  of  parliament 
for  Scotland,  and  one  to  Mr  Townshend,  chancellor  of  exchequer,  in 
relation  to  that  affair,  the  last  of  which  was  inclosed  in  one  to  Messrs 
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Edinburgh. 
30  January 
1767. 


Application 
to  parliament 
for  a  renewal 
of  the  bounty 
on  the  whale 
fri'ihing. 


The  agent  to 
pay  sundry 
articles. 


M'Viccav  and  Biggar  in  order  that  they  might  waite  on  that  gentleman 
and  deliver  it,  since  which  he  received  a  letter  from  Mr  Ross 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  them. 

The  same  day  it  was  represented  to  the  committee  that,  agreeable  to 
the  minute  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  November  last,  instructions  had  been 
sent  to  Mr  Ross,  the  borroughs'  agent,  in  their  name  to  concur  with 
those  concerned  in  the  Greenland  fishing  in  England  in  their  application 
to  parliament  for  a  renewal  of  the  bounty  given  to  the  owners  of  ships 
employed  in  the  Greenland  trade,  but  that  it  was  now  thought  it  would 
be  more  proper  and  would  have  greater  weight  were  the  boroughs  to 
petition  for  it  themselves  alongst  with  those  concerned  in  England ;  and 
a  draught  of  that  petition  being  presented  and  read,  the  committee 
approve  thereof,  appoint  the  same  to  be  recorded  after  the  minutes 
of  this  sederunt,  and  the  preeses  to  sign  and  transmitt  the  same  to 
Mr  Coutts,  member  for  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  by  him  laid 
before  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  same  day  it  was  represented  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
directions  of  the  committee  of  the  22d  of  December,  a  petition  had 
been  made  out  and  presented  to  the  judge  of  the  high  court  of 
admirality  in  Scotland  for  his  order  to  prevent  all  ships  resorting 
either  to  Innerkeithing  road  or  St  Margaret's  Hope  from  throwing 
into  the  said  roadsteads  either  stones  or  ballast,  the  desire  of  which 
petition  he  had  granted,  and  a  commission  of  admirality  in  favours 
of  one,  Mr  Paterson,  empowering  him  to  see  that  order  strictly 
observed  had  likewise  been  obtained,  the  expence  whereof  amounted 
to  two  pounds  three  shillings  sterling,  which  the  committee  authorize 
the  agent  to  pay ;  as  also  to  Mr  Blair,  advocate,  two  guineas,  &  his 
clerk  the  uswall  fee  for  their  trouble  in  drawing  the  petition  to 
parliament  for  the  bounty  on  flax,  and  the  letters  to  Mr  Townshend 
&  the  members  of  parliament  in  relation  to  it,  and  likewise  the  half 
of  the  expence  of  the  express  to  London  with  that  petition,  and 
authorize  the  agent  to  take  credite  for  these  articles  in  his  next 
accompts. 
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Follows   the  copy    of  the  petition   appointed    to    be    recorded    by    the  Emnburoh. 

foregoing  minute.  1767. 

To  the  honble.  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  assembled, 
the  Petition  of  the  Royal  Boroughs  of  Scotland,  met  at  Edin- 
burgh the  thirtieth  day  of  January  seventeen  hundred  &  sixty- 
seven  years. 

Humbly  sheweth, — 

That  the  bounty  of  fourty  shillings  per  ton  granted  by  parliament 
on  all  ships  employed  in  catching  whales  in  the  Greenland  seas  expires 
at  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  parliament. 

That  this  branch  of  commerce  your  petitioners  humbly  presume 
to  think  is  an  object  of  great  national  importance,  as  we  thereby 
supply  not  only  ourselves,  but  may  in  length  of  time  carry  to  foreign 
mercates  a  commodity  for  which,  till  lately,  we  were  indebted  to  our 
nighbours,  and  from  which  the  Dutch  in  particular  have  reaped  such 
valuable  advantages ;  but  it  becomes  an  object  much  more  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  parliament  by  its  promoting  the  encrease  of  our 
shipping,  and  by  being  a  nursery  for  seamen  hardy  beyond  most  others, 
who  are  at  all  times  ready  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  their 
country,  by  manning  his  Majesty's  navy  in  the  event  of  any  sudden 
rupture  among  the  powers  of  Europe.  On  this  trade  likewise  a 
number  of  manufacturers  depend  for  their  support,  who  have  been 
hitherto  employed  in  making  the  proper  utencils,  instruments,  &c, 
necessary  for  carrying  on  this  fishing. 

That  the  shortness  of  the  time  granted  for  the  continuance  of 
the  bounty  by  the  last  act  of  parliament,  it  is  believed,  has  chequed 
the  encrease  of  this  fishery,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  fear'd  if  this  bounty 
is  not  renewed  that  this  valuable  branch  of  trade  will  be  entirely  at 
a  stand,  and  consequently  all  the  money  expended  in  fitting  out 
those  vessells  now  emploj'ed  in  it  by  different  adventurers  in  both  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom  will  not  only  be  rendered  useless,  but  those 
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Edinburgh. 
30  January 
1767. 


important  objects  already  mentioned  of  encreasing  our  seamen, 
employing  our  manufactures,  and  supplying  ourselves  &  others  with 
the  produce  of  this  fishery  will  be  entirely  lost. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  this 
honourable  House  to  take  the  premises  into 
their  consideration,  and  to  do  in  it  as  to  their 
wisdom  shall  seem  meet. 

(Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preeses. 


Sederunt. 


Report  anent 
the  flax 
affair. 


30  March  1767. 

Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Edinburgh,  John  Nisbet,  Patrick 
Miller,  and  Thomas  Simpson  ;  Air,  Andrew  Hunter ;  Dumfermling, 
Alexander  Hart ;  Dumbarton,  Mr  James  Smollet ;  Lanerk,  William 
Wilson  ;  Banff',  Thomas  Riddoch ;  Cullen,  James  Philp,  Esqr. ;  Kilrenny, 
William  Alexander ;  Queensferry,  George  Chalmers ;  Inverbervie, 
Mr  John  Douglas ;    Stranraer,  Ebenezer  M'Culloch. 

The  which  day  the  preeses  informed  the  committee  that  since  the 
meeting  of  last  sederunt,  upon  an  invitation  from  the  trustees  for 
improvement  of  fisherys  and  manufactures,  he  and  Mr  Miller  .had  a 
conferrance  with  them  in  relation  to  the  obtaining  of  a  bounty  for 
encouraging  the  further  culture  of  flax  &  hemp  in  Britain,  when  the 
trustees  assured  them  that  the  reason  why  the  conferrance  did  not 
take  place  sooner  was  entirely  owing  to  a  mistake  of  their  clerk  in 
not  acquainting  them  in  proper  time  with  that  appointment  of  the 
boroughs ;  that  upon  informing  them  of  the  steps  the  boroughs  had 
taken  in  order  to  obtain  that  bounty,  and  communicating  to  them 
the  letters  from  several  of  the  members  of  parliament  declaring  their 
hearty  inclination  to  support  the  measure,  the  board  of  trustees  resolved 
to  support  the  boroughs'  application  with  all  their  influence,  and  in 
consequence  thereof  wrote  letters  to  the  ministry  and  members  of 
parliament  for  Scotland  recommending  that  matter  to  their  countenance 
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and  favour,  and  as  the  plan  seem'd  to  meet  with  approbation  above,  and  Edinburgh. 
every  thing  with  respect  to  it  now  prepared,  in  order  to  be  laid  before   1707. 


the  House  of  Commons  how  soon  the  affair  of  the  East  India  Company   Report  anent 

1    .  J     the  flax 
is  over,  it   was  to  be  hoped  the  application    would    be   attended    with   affair. 

success. 

The  same  day  the  preeses  laid  before  the  committee  the  copy  of  a  Letters  to  the 
bill  presently  depending  before  the  honourable  the  House  of  Commons  parliament 
for    making  a   navigable   cutt   or  canal  betwixt  Glasgow  and  Carron,  *?r  h,a.y,inJ= 

00  °  the  bill  for 

and    represented    that    as  it    seemed    to   be   the    general    opinion    that  making  the 

this  was  a  national  object  of  the  most  interesting  nature  to  the  trade  (j;iaSgOW 

and  manufactures  of  this  country,  it  therefore  merited  the  most  mature  *  Carron 

.         .  .      delay  d. 

consideration,  for  which  purpose  he  thought  it  his   duty   to   lay   this 

matter  before  the  committee  in  order  to  have  their  opinion  and  advice 

with  respect  to  it.     All  which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  and 

being  fully    satisfied   that  were   the  canal   presently  intended    betwixt 

Glasgow  and  Carron  to  be  executed,  it  would  effectually  prevent  from 

taking    effect    a    much     more    beneficial    communication    betwixt    the 

Firths   of  Forth   and    Clyde,   agreeable   to   Mr  Smeaton's  plan,  as  this 

small  canal  would  occupy  both  the   grounds   and  the   water  necessary 

for  the  larger,  and  as  the  publick  have  had  this  large  canal  in  view  for 

some  time  past,  it  is  therefore  an  object  of  the  most  interesting  nature, 

by    reason    that    the    sea   ports   on   the   coast   may  be  greatly  hurt  or 

benefited  by  a  larger  or  lesser  canals  taking  place,  &  for  that  reason 

merits    the   most   mature   consideration,  for   which  purpose    there    will 

not  be  sufficient    time  if    the  present  bill  shall  be  carried  into  a   law 

this  session  of  parliament,  do  therefore  appoint  their    preeses  without 

loss    of    time    in    their    name    to    write    letters    to    all    the   boroughs' 

representatives  in  parliament  desiring  them  to  use  their  influence  and 

endeavours  to  procure   such   delay,   so  as  there  may  be   time  fully  to 

consider   the   different  advantages  that  will  arise    from    the    execution 

of  either  of  these  plans,  and  that  the  publick  may  have  an  opportunity 

of  promoting  the  one  which  will  prove  of  the  greatest  utility  to  trade 
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Edinburgh,     in  general ;  and  they  further  recommend  to  their  preeses  to  write   to 

30  March  .  . 

1767.  the  lord  president  beging  of  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  landholders 

Letters  to  the  Qf  this    county   to   consider  of   this    matter,    as  it  is  apprehended    the 

members  of  .  *  ... 

parliament       town    of  Leith,  the  principal  sea  port  of  the  county,  may  be  greatly 

the  bin  for       hurt  or  benefited  by  a  larger  or  lesser  canal,  and  if  he  thinks  proper 

making  the      to  invite  such   gentlemen   of   property  in  other  countys  as  may  think 
canal  betwixt  .  .  .  . 

Glasgow  themselves    interested,    so    as    to     have    their    sentiments    and    advice 

(leHv'd011  concerning  this  intended  navigation  between  Glasgow  &  Carron  ;   and 

they    likewise   recommend   to  him  to  lay  this  matter  before  the  town 

council  of  Edinburgh  for  their  serious  deliberation. 


Copy  of  the  letter  wrote  to  the  boroughs'  representatives  in  parliament 
in  consequence  of  the  preceeding  minute. 

Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  annual  committee  of  the  royal  boroughs 
of  Scotland  held  this  day,  they  had  under  their  consideration  the  bill 
now  depending  before  the  honourable  the  House  of  Commons  for  making 
a  navigable  cutt  or  canal  between  Glasgow  and  Carron,  and  were  of 
opinion  that  as  this  was  a  national  object  of  the  most  interesting 
nature  to  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  this  country,  it  therefore 
merited  the  most  mature  consideration,  for  which  purpose  there  will 
not  be  sufficient  time  should  that  bill  be  carried  into  a  law  this 
session  of  parliament,  and  therefore  were  further  of  opinion  that  all 
proper  means  should  be  used  for  procuring  a  delay  till  another  session, 
but  more  especially  if  it  is  considered  that  should  the  present  applica- 
tion for  this  small  canal  succeed,  it  would  effectually  prevent  a  more 
beneficial  communication  between  the  Forth  &  Clyde  by  a  larger  canal, 
agreeable  to  Mr  Smeaton's  plan,  from  taking  effect,  as  this  small  canal 
would  occupy  both  the  grounds  and  the  water  necessaiy  for  the  larger ; 
they  have  therefore  desired  me  as  their  preeses  to  communicate  to  you 
and  the  other  representatives  for  the  boroughs  in  parliament  these  their 
sentiments,  and  to  request  that  you  will  use  your  influence  and  utmost 
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endeavours   to   procure  such   delay,   so  as  there   may   be  time  fully  to  Edinburgh. 

,    ,.,  ,.  ,.       J  J  i  -,  30  March 

deliberate  on  this  matter,  as  the  sea  ports  on  the  coast  may  be  greatly  17(57. 


hurt  or  benefited  by  a  larger  or  lesser  canals  taking  place. — I  am,  with 
great  respect,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

(Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preeses. 
Edinbr.,  30th  March  1767. 

11   April  1767. 

Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  preeses  ;  Edinburgh,  Thomas  Simpson  ;  Air,  Sederunt. 
Andrew  Hunter ;  Dumfermling,  Alexander   Hart ;  Queensferry,  George 
Chalmers ;  Fortrose,  John  Stephen. 

The  which  day  the  preses  informed  the  committee  that  agreeable  Committee 

to   their  directions  he   had   wrote   to   the  boroughs'  representatives  in  t0  meet 

parliament,  requesting-  they  would  use  their  influence  and   endeavours  Wltn  th? 
1  o  </  committee 

to   get   the    bill    now    depending  before    the    House  of   Commons,   for  of  the 

making    a   navigable   cut   or  canal  between  Glasgow  and    Carron,   put  anent  the 

off"  till  next    session  for    the   reasons  assigned  in    the  minute    of    last  canal  and 

°  ,  letters  to 

sederunt ;  that  a  letter  had  likewise  been  sent  to  the  Lord  President  of  the  royal 

the  Court  of  Session,  on  which  he  called  a  meeting  of  the  commissioners     orouSls- 

of  supply  for  the  county  of  Mid-Lothian,  and  to  which  the  noblemen 

and     gentlemen     landholders     in     other    countys    who    might    think 

themselves  interested  were  invited  ;   and  that  meeting,  upon  considering 

the  proposed  navigation,  for  the  same  reasons  that  moved  the  boroughs, 

resolved  likewise  to  apply   to   have   the  present  bill   delayed  till  next 

session    of    parliament,    and    with     that    view    appointed    a    committee 

of    their  number  to   write   to    Sir    Alexander    Gilmour,    their    member 

of  parliament,  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  obtain  that  delay,  and 

the    same  committee   to  act    in   concert  with  the  boroughs  in  relation 

to  this  affair.     Which    being    considered    by    the    annual    committee, 

they    appoint   their   preeses    &    Mr    George    Chalmers,     assessor    for 

Queensferry,    in  their   name    to   meet   with  that  committee    appointed 

by    the    commissioners    of    supply    for   the  county   of    Mid-Lothian   or 
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Edinburgh,     any  other  of  the  countys  that  may  think  themselves  interested  in  this 

1  1    A       ''II  HC1 

Com    ifc '-   matter,    and   in    concert   with    them   to    take  every  step  that    may   be 

named  thought    necessary   to   obtain  a  delay  of  that  bill  till  next  session  of 

with  the  parliament ;    and  further,  they  appoint  their   preeses   to   write   to  the 

c?"Vlllttee        magistrates  of  all   the   royal    boroughs  desiring  they  would   back   the 
countys,  boroughs'  application  by  sending  instructions  to  their  respective  repre- 

the  canal         sentatives  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  for  obtaining  this  delay,  so  as 
and  letters  to  ^here  may  De  time   fully   to   consider  these  proposed  navigations,   and 
boroughs.         likewise  that  he  transmitt  to  them  for  their  perusal  the  copy  of  a  letter 
published    here    this    day,    entitled    considerations    upon    the   intended 
navigable  communication  between  the  Ffirths  of  Forth  &  Clyde. 

Copy  of  the  letter  to  the  magistrates  of  the  royal  boroughs. 

Edinbr.,  11th  April  1767. 

Gentlemen,  —  The  annual  committee  of  the  royal  boroughs  of 
Scotland  had  under  their  consideration,  the  30th  of  March  last,  the 
bill  now  depending  before  the  honourable  the  House  of  Commons 
for  making  a  navigable  cut  or  canal  between  Glasgow  &  Carron, 
when  they  were  of  opinion  that,  as  this  was  a  national  object  of 
the  most  interesting  nature  to  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  this 
country,  it  therefore  merited  the  most  mature  consideration,  for 
which  purpose  there  will  not  be  sufficient  time  should  that  bill  be 
carried  into  a  law  this  session  of  parliament ;  and  therefore  were 
further  of  opinion  that  all  proper  means  should  be  used  for  procuring 
a  delay  of  that  bill  till  next  session  so  as  there  may  be  time  fully  to 
deliberate  on  the  matter,  as  the  country  in  general  and  the  sea  ports 
on  the  coast  may  be  greatly  hurt  or  benefited  by  a  lesser  or  larger 
canal's  taking  place,  but  more  especially  when  it  is  considered  that 
should  the  present  application  for  that  small  canal  succeed,  it  will 
effectually  prevent  from  taking  effect  a  more  beneficial  communication 
betwixt  the  Forth  &  Clyde  by  a  large  canal,  agreeable  to  the  plan 
proposed   by   Mr   Smeaton,   as  this  small   one  would   occupy  both  the 
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grounds  and  the  water  necessary  for  the  larger.  In  order  therefore  Edinburgh. 
to  procure  that  delay,  the  committee  directed  me,  in  their  name,  to  - 
write  letters  to  all  the  boroughs'  representatives  in  parliament, 
requesting  they  would  use  their  influence  and  endeavours  to  get  the 
present  bill  put  off  till  next  session.  This  I  have  done,  and,  by  the 
directions  of  the  committee  this  day,  I  now  communicate  to  you  the 
steps  they  have  taken  in  this  affair,  and  hope  you  will  back  their 
application  to  the  members  of  parliament  by  sending  particular  instruc- 
tions to  your  representative  to  endeavour  all  in  his  power  to  get  that 
bill  put  off  till  next  session  for  the  reasons  already  mentioned,  and  many 
others  that  will  naturally  occur  to  yourselves.  This  I  doubt  not  you 
will  readily  comply  with,  especially  as  we  have  reason  to  believe  the 
different  countys  in  Scotland  will  apply  to  their  representatives  for  the 
same  purpose, — and  with  all  due  respect,  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most 
humble  servant,  (Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie. 

P.S. — For    your    perusal    I    send    you    inclosed   a   copy   of  a   late 
publication  on  this  subject  which  is  well  thought  of  here. 

15  April  1767. 

Gilbert  Laurie,   Esqr.,  preeses ;    Edinburgh,  John  Nisbet,    William   Sederunt. 
Mylne,  Thomas  Simpson  ;     Bruntisland,   Samuel    Charters ;     Kinghorn, 
John    Home ;     Dumfermling.     Alexander     Hart ;     Cullen,     Mr    James 
Philp ;    Anstr.   Easter,  Mr  James  Ferguson ;    Fortrose,  John    Stephen ; 
Queensferry,  George  Chalmers  ;  Wick,   William  Sutherland. 

The   which  day  the  preeses  informed  the  committee  that  he  and  Applications 
Mr   Chalmers   had  yesterday  a  meeting  with  the  joint  committees  of  anent  the 
the    county    of  Mid-Lothian  and  of  the  city   of   Edinburgh,    when    it  canal- 
was  their  opinion  that  as  the  fate  of  the  bill  for  the  private  navigation 
betwixt    Glasgow    &    Carron    will  be    determined  upon    the    report  of 
the  committee  immediatly  after  the  Easter  holydays,  it  would  there- 
fore be  necessary  to  oppose  it  with  vigour  by  petitions  to  both  Houses 
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Edinburgh.     0f  Parliament  from  the  committee  of  boroughs,  the  city  of  Edinburgh, 
Applications'   an(^   other  societys,    and   that  a    proper  person   well    acquainted    with 

to  parliament  tne   whole   affair  should   be   sent  up  to  negotiate  it    at    London,    who 

anent  the  .  ... 

canal.  may  not  only  be  assisting  to  get  this  bill  rejected,  but  also  to  contribute 

to    the    geting  assistance    for    the    establishment  of    the    large    canal 

by   giving  people  of   rank  and  power    a   proper   notion  of  it.     Which 

being  considered   by   the  committee,    and   tho'    by    the   powers    vested 

in    them    by    the    convention    they    are    restricted    from    disposing    of 

any   of  the   boroughs'    money  without   being   properly    authorized    for 

that  purpose,    yet  as    the    present    case    requires    immediate    attention 

and  dispatch,  as  if  the  present  bill  shall  pass  into  a  law  it  will  at  once 

cut  off  all  hopes  of  obtaining  the  large  canal,  which  must  prove  of  the 

greatest    loss    to    the    trade    in   general    of  this   country,   do    therefore 

appoint    their    preeses    to    signify    this    to    the    magistrates    of    Perth, 

Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  Montrose,  and  Dumfries,  desiring 

their  sentiments  and  advice  in  this  emergency ;  and  as  no  time  ought 

to    be   lost   in  opposing   the   present   bill,  especially    as  the    promoters 

of   it  are  endeavouring  to  hurry  it  on  as  fast  as  possibly  they   can, 

which  makes  it  absolutly  necessary  for  the  boroughs  to  apply  directly 

to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  to  obtain  a  delay  of  that  bill,  do  therefore 

resolve    to    petition    both    Houses    of    Parliament   to   that   effect,   with 

a   request   to   be   heard  by  council  against  the  said  bill    if   that    shall 

be    necessary,    and     which     they     authorize     their    preeses    in    their 

name  to  sign ;  and  further,  they  hereby  impower  Mr  George  Chalmers, 

member  for  Queensferry,  immediatly  to  repair  to  London   to   sollicite 

this  affair  and  to  contribute  all  in  his  power  towards  the  establishment 

of  the  large  canal,  by  giving  people  of  rank  and  power  a  proper  notion 

of  it ;    and  that  while  in  London  he  likewise  endeavour  to  procure  an 

alteration  in  the  course  of  the  post  from  London  to  Edinburgh,  so  as  it 

may  go  &  come  the  direct  course  without  turning  aside  to  York ;  and 

further,  that  he  endeavour  to  obtain  some  redress  with  respect  to  the 

grivances  that  have  long  been  complained  of  in  regard  to  the  taking  of 

bonds  and  cocquets  on  sending  corn  and  other  goods  coast  ways,  by 
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geting  a  clause  inserted  for  that  purpose  in  the  corn  bill  now  depending  Edinburgh 
Lt       «.    tt  tn  15  April  1767. 

beiore  the  House  or  Commons. 

Copy  of  the  letter  sent  to  the  magistrates  of  the  different  boroughs 
as  directed  by  the  forgoing  minute. 

Edinburgh,  15th  April  1767. 

Gentlemen, — As  we  are  informed  that  the  fate  of  the  bill  for  the 
private  navigation  between  Glasgow  and  Carron  will  be  determined 
upon  the  report  of  the  committee  immediatly  after  the  Easter  holydays, 
and  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  oppose  it  with  vigour  by  petitions  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  from  the  committee  of  the  boroughs  and  other 
societys,  the  gentlemen  appointed  by  the  annual  committee  to  co- 
operate with  the  committees  of  the  county  of  Edinburgh  and  of  the 
city  having  had  a  meeting  with  them  this  day,  it  was  there  thought 
proper  that  petitions  should  be  presented  to  the  House  from  the  annual 
committee  and  from  the  city  of  Edinburgh  ;  that  a  proper  person,  well 
acquainted  with  the  whole  affair,  should  be  sent  up  to  negotiate  it  at 
London,  who  might  not  only  be  assisting  to  get  this  bill  rejected,  but 
also  to  contribute  to  the  getting  assistance  for  the  establishment  of  the 
large  canal  by  giving  people  of  rank  &  power  a  proper  notion  of  it. 

As  this  is  a  measure  that  appears  essentially  necessary,  I  thought 
it  proper  to  trouble  you  with  this,  begging  to  have  your  sentiments  and 
advice  concerning  it, — and  with  due  respect,  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most 
humble  servant,  (Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  p. 

Copy  of  the  petition  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

To  the  honble.  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  assembled, 
the  humble  Petition  of  the  Annual  Committee  of  the  General 
Convention  of  the  Royal  Boroughs  of  Scotland. 

Shnveth — 

That    the    petitioners    are    given    to    understand    that    a     bill     is 
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Edinburgh,     presently    depending   before  the   honourable  House  in  order  to  obtain 

■ — '■   an  act  for  making  and  nientaining  a  navigable  cut  or  canal  from  the 

river  Clyde,  at  or  near  the  city  of  Glasgow,  in  the  county  of  Lanerk, 
to  the  river  Carron,  at  or  near  Carron  shoar,  in  the  county  of  Stirling. 

That  the  joining  of  the  Friths  of  Forth  and  Clyde  by  a  proper 
navigable  canal,  and  thereby  opening  a  communication  between  the 
east  and  west  seas,  is  an  object  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  this  kingdom,  but  the  petitioners  have 
the  greatest  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  benhtes  arising  from  the 
small  canal,  a  cut  proposed  to  be  executed  upon  the  obtaining  this  act, 
would  be  partial  and  local,  and  can  in  no  degree  of  comparison  be 
considered  as  nearly  equal  to  the  national  and  universall  benefite 
which  would  arise  from  the  making  a  much  larger  canal,  according 
to  a  plan  and  estimate  made  out  by  Mr  Smeaton,  an  eminent  engineer 
who  surveyed  the  grounds,  which  survey  and  estimate,  with  proper- 
plans,  are  ready  to  be  laid  before  the  honourable  House. 

That  the  petitioners  humbly  apprehend  that  there  are  many 
and  various  strong  reasons  for  preferring  the  great  to  the  lesser  canal. 
The  great  canal  will  not  only  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the  small 
one,  for  the  conveyance  of  leighters,  or  fflat  bottomed  boats,  of  a  small 
size,  but  will  also  be  fitt  for  the  conveyance  of  vessells  of  fourty  or 
fifty  tons  burthen,  fitt  to  navigate  the  two  friths  and  along  the 
coasts  of  both  sides  of  the  Island,  and  even  to  foreign  parts,  and 
the  goods  so  carried  will  be  free  of  the  great  expence,  delay  and 
inconveniency  of  shipping,  re-shipping,  warehouse  rent,  &c ;  but 
as  the  small  canal  proposed  in  the  forsaid  bill  must  occupy  the 
ground  through  which  the  larger  and  far  more  usefull  canal  proposed 
by  Mr  Smeaton  runs,  and  must  also  be  supplyed  with  the  same 
water,  if  that  small  canal  shall  be  carried  into  execution  the  larger 
one  can  never  take  place. 

That  this  is  a  matter  of  national  concern,  and  merits  to  be  well 
considered.       The    royal    boroughs    of    Scotland    are    in    a    particular 
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manner  interested    in    it,    as    the    carrying    into    execution    this    small   Edinburgh^ 

*"       °  .         1.)  April  I  tbl. 

canal  may  for  ever  prevent  their  enjoying  the  many  superior 
advantages  which  might  arise  to  their  trade  and  manufactures  by 
the  execution  of  the  great  canal. 

May  it  therefore  please  the  honourable  House 
to  take  the  premisses  into  their  consideration, 
and  to  grant  such  delay  as  shall  be  found 
necessary  for  the  more  due  consideration  of 
this  matter,  which  is  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Great 
Britain  &  Ireland,  or  to  allow  the  petitioners 
to  be  heard  by  council  against  the  forsaid  bill 
passing  into  a  law  this  session  of  parliament. 

Edinburgh,  15th  April   1767. 
Signed  in  name  &  by  appointment 
of   the    annual   committee   of   the 
royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  by  (Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preeses. 

Copy  letter  to  George  Ross,  Esqr.,  London. 

Edinbr.,   18th  April   1767. 

Sir, — The  annual  committee  of  the  royal  boroughs  have  had 
under  their  consideration  the  proposed  navigation  by  a  small  canal 
betwixt  Glasgow  &  Carron,  for  the  establishing  of  which  a  bill  is 
now  depending  before  the  House  of  Commons,  and  as  it  appears  to 
them  to  be  an  object  of  the  most  interesting  nature  to  the  trade 
and  manufactures  of  this  country,  by  reason  that  should  this  small 
canal  take  place  it  will  effectually  prevent  a  much  more  beneficial 
communication  between  the  Forth  and  Clyde,  agreeable  to  a  plan 
proposed  by  Mr  Sineaton  and  which  the  publick  have  had  in  view 
for  some  time  past.  On  this  account  the  boroughs  think  it  absolutely 
necessary  to  have  the  present  bill  put  oft*  till  next  session  of  parliament, 
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EDiNBimoH.     in  order  that  they  may  have  time  fully  to  consider  of  this  matter,  as  the 

15  April  1767.  i  i     o      i  •  ,  i  ii 

sea  ports  on  the  coast  <fc  the  country  in  general  may  be  greatly  hurt  or 

benefited  by  a  lesser  or  larger  canals  taking  place.  With  a  view  to 
obtain  this  delay  they  have  resolved  to  apply  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  &  which  petitions  I  now  enclose  to  you.  They  have 
likewise  given  a  commission  to  Mr  George  Chalmers,  merchant,  to 
repair  to  London  &  to  join  with  you  in  the  soliciting  of  that  affair, 
and  they  doubt  not  that  in  concert  with  him  you  will  take  every 
step  that  shall  be  thought  necessary  to  obtain  that  delay,  and 
Mr  Chalmers  is  fully  impowered  by  the  committee  to  lay  out  what 
money  he  and  you  may  think  proper,  by  feeing  council  or  otherwise, 
in  order  to  accomplish  a  delay  of  this  Carron  bill. — I  am  most 
respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preeses. 

29  June  1767. 

Sederunt.  Gilbert     Laurie,     Esqr.,    preeses ;     Edinburgh,    Thomas    Simpson ; 

Air,  Andrew  Hunter;  Inverness,  John  Fraser ;  Queensferry,  George 
Chalmers ;  Inverbervie,  John  Douglas. 

The  which  day  Mr  Chalmers  reported  that  in  consequence  of 
the  commission  from  the  committee  contained  in  the  minute  of  last 
sederunt,  he  repaired  to  London  in  order  to  solicit  the  different 
matters  thereby  recommended  to  him,  and  that  agreeable  to  his 
instructions  he  had  waited  on  his  Majesty's  postmr.  general  and 
laid  before  him  the  pi'oposed  alteration  in  the  course  of  the  post 
betwixt  London  and  Edinburgh,  who  assured  that  he  would  endeavour 
to  rectify  what  the  boroughs  complain  of  in  regard  to  the  shortning 
that  course.  That  with  respect  to  the  affair  of  the  coast  bonds  and 
cocquets  taken  for  corn  and  other  goods  sent  coast  ways,  he 
had  applyed  to  the  lords  of  the  treasury  who  seem'd  inclined  to 
remedy  this  grivance,  and  by  their  desire  he  had  likewise  mentioned 
that  matter   to  some  of  the  commissioners  of  the  customs  at   London, 
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to    whoes   consideration   the   affair   must    be    remitted,   and   who    have   Edinburgh. 

declared   their  hearty  inclination  so  far  as  they  can  to  contribute  all 

in  their  power   towards    remedying  that   evil,    from   which    there   was 

reason   to  hope  these  solicitations  will  be  attended  with    success   and 

these    grivances    redressed     next    session    of    parliament,    as    time    did 

not  allow  of  its  being  done  at  present.     That  as  to  the  affair  of  the 

canal    betwixt  Glasgow   and   Carron,    upon   the  applications   in   behalf 

of    the     boroughs,    the    countys,    and    other    societys,    the    parliament 

had     delayed     till     next    session    the     bill     then     depending    for    the 

making    thereof  ;    that    a    subscription     for     carrying    into    execution 

a    larger    and    more    beneficial    canal    had    likewise    been   opened     by 

Mr    Chalmers,    and  before    he    left  London    the    sum  of    one    hundred 

and  eleven    thousand    five  hundred  pounds   sterling    (inclusive    of    the 

subscriptions    on    account  of  the    city    of    Edinburgh    and    by  himself 

for  his  friends)  had  been   subscribed  thereto ;    and  that  at   a  meeting 

of  these  subscribers  in   London,  the  twenty-seventh   of  May  last,  with 

a    view  to  the    carrying    that    large    canal    into   execution,     they    had 

appointed    Mr    Sineaton     to    make    a    new     survey    of    the    grounds 

through   which    the   same   should   pass,   and   estimates   of   the   expence 

thereof,  and  as  it  is  of  great  concern  to  the  trade  in  general  of  this 

country,   it  was  their  request,  signified  to  Mr  Chalmers  then  present, 

to  have  the  opinion  of  the  royal  boroughs  and  the  honble.  the  board  of 

trustees  for  fisheries    and  manufactures  as  to  the  places   that  will    be 

most   proper   where   the   entrys   to   the  canal  shall  begin  both   in   the 

Friths  of   Forth  and    Clyde ;  and  he   moved  that  as   it   was   probable 

Mr  Smeaton's  stay  here  will  be  but  short,  and  the  convention  usually 

sits  only   a   few   days,   it   might   therefore   be  proper   to   consider  and 

determine  as   to  these  material   points  before  the  time  of  his  arrival, 

so  as  he  may  then  proceed  directly  to  the  taking  of  the  survey.     All 

which  being    considered  by   the    committee,    and    being    sensible    that 

it  will  be  of   considerable  importance  to  trade  the  having  the  entrys 

to  the  canal  in  both  Friths  fixt  at  such  places  as  shall  by  people  of 

skill   be   thought   most  advantageous  for  the  country   in  general,  and 
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Edinburgh,  being  likewise  desirous  to  forward  the  views  of  the  subscribers,  as 
notified  to  the  meeting  by  Mr  Chalmers,  all  in  their  power,  do 
therefore  remitt  to  the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  Mr  Patrick  Miller, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  said  city,  George  Murdoch,  Esqr.,  Provost 
of  the  city  of  Glasgow,  and  Mr  George  Chalmers,  assessor  for  Queens- 
ferry,  as  a  committee  of  their  number  to  meet  with  the  honble.  the 
board  of  trustees,  and  in  conjunction  witli  such  of  their  number  as 
they  shall  appoint,  to  survey  and  examine  where  it  will  be  most 
convenient  and  advantageous  to  have  the  entrys  to  the  canal  in  both 
Friths  placed,  with  power  to  them  to  take  such  advice  therein  as  they 
shall  think  proper,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  convention 
of  boroughs ;  and  the  committee  further  considering  that  a  subscription 
is  now  opened  at  Edinburgh  for  carrying  on  this  extensive  and  beneficial 
improvement,  they  therefore  appoint  their  preeses  to  write  a  circular 
letter  to  the  magistrates  of  all  the  boroughs  informing  them  thereof, 
that  incase  they,  their  coinmunitys,  or  any  of  their  inhabitants  incline 
to  be  adventurers  therein,  they  may  instruct  and  impower  their 
members  to  the  ensuing  convention,  or  any  other  person,  to  subscribe 
for  them  what  sums  they  shall  think  proper. 

The  same  day  there  was  laid  before  the  committee  an  accompt 
due  to  Alexander  Donaldson  for  printing  the  boroughs'  memorial  on 
the  state  of  the  linen  and  hempen  manufactures,  amounting  to  thirteen 
pounds  four  shillings  sterling,  which  the  committee  authorize  John 
Blair  to  pay,  and  likewise  the  expence  of  the  advertisements  calling 
the  meeting  of  the  county  of  Mid-Lothian  to  consider  of  the  affair 
of  the  canal,  incase  the  shirriff  clerks  shall  refuse  to  pay  the  same, 
and  to  charge  these  to  the  accompt  of  the  boroughs. 

Copy  of  the  letter  to  the  boroughs. 

Gentlemen, — You  have  no  doubt  heard  that  when  the  bill  for 
making  the  navigable  canal  between  the  city  of  Glasgow  and  Carron 
was  delayed   till   next   session  of   parliament,   a   subscription  had  been 
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likewise  opened  at  London  by  Mr  Chalmers  for  carrying  into  execution  Edinburgh. 
a  larger  and  more  beneficial  canal,  to  which  there  is  already  subscribed 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  pounds 
sterl.,  and  in  order  that  all  who  incline  to  take  a  share  in  that 
undertaking  may  have  an  opportunity,  a  subscription  is  now  likewise 
opened  in  this  place  for  the  same  purpose,  of  which  the  annual 
committee  have  directed  me  as  their  preeses  to  inform  you,  that  in  case 
either  you,  your  community,  or  any  of  your  inhabitants  incline  to  be 
adventurers  therein,  you  may  instruct  and  impower  your  representative 
to  the  ensuing  convention,  or  any  other  person,  to  subscribe  for  them 
what  sums  they  shall  think  proper, — and,  with  great  respect,  I  remain, 
gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

(Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preeses. 
Edinbr.,  29th  June   1707. 


General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 

14   July    1767.  Edinburgh. 

14  July  1767. 
Sederunt. 

1.  The  which  day  the  convention  unanimously  elect  Gilbert  Laurie,  preses 
Esqr.,  present  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses  cnosen- 
during  the  sitting  of  this  convention,  who  being  present  accepted  of  the 
office  and  gave  his  oath  de  fideli,  and  qualified  himself  by  taking  and 
swearing  the  oath  of  allegeance  and  the  oath  appointed  to  be  taken 
by  the  act  of  parliament  for  altering  the  oath  of  abjuration,  &c,  and 
signing  the  same  with  the  assurrance. 

[2.    Committee  on    the  commissions.      3.     Commissions    approven. 
4.  2d  article  of  the  missive  read.     5.  Act  anent  the  missive  dues  read.] 

(I.  The    same    day    the    convention    unanimously    made    choice    of 
Mr    James    Robertson    Barclay,   writer    to  the   signet,   to   be   agent   to 
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Edinburgh. 

14  July  1767. 

Mr  James 

Robertson 

Barclay 

chosen 

agent. 

Petition  for 
the  town  of 
Coupar 
remitt  to 
the  annual 
committee. 


Memorial 
for  Neil 
M'Viccar 
&  Walter 
Biggar 
remit  to  a 
committee. 


the  royal  boroughs  in  the  room  and  place  of  Alexander  Gray,  deceast ; 
and  the  said  James  Robertson  Barclay  compearing,  accepted  of  the 
said  office,  gave  his  oath  de  fideli  administratione,  and  qualified 
himself  in  terms  of  law. 

7.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  in  the  convention 
a  petition  from  the  provost,  magistrates,  and  town  council  of  the  burgh 
of  Coupar,  representing  that  there  was  no  oi-iginal  written  sett  of  the 
burgh  of  Coupar  extant ;  that  within  these  few  years  disputes  had 
arisen  in  that  town,  and  great  abuses  had  been  committed  by  the 
contending  partys  in  admitting  people  of  the  lowest  class  members 
of  the  gildry  without  regard  to  their  being  bui'geses  or  not,  and 
without  payment  of  the  uswall  dues,  and  therefore  praying  the 
convention  would  take  the  same  into  consideration  and  make  such 
order  thereupon  as  to  them  should  seem  proper ;  at  the  same  time 
there  was  presented  and  read  an  act  of  the  town  council  of  Coupar 
authorizing  the  present  Provost  of  Coupar,  their  commissioner  to  this 
convention,  or  his  assessor,  to  present  the  said  application ;  as  also 
there  was  presented  by  Robert  Monro,  vintner,  and  present  dean  of 
gild,  and  his  assessors  and  others,  gild  brethern  of  the  said  burgh,  a 
memorial  by  way  of  caveat,  craving  to  see  the  said  application  and 
to  be  heard  in  opposition  thereto.  All  which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  remitt  the  said  application  and  memorial  to  their 
annual  committee,  with  power  to  them  to  hear  partys,  and  to  report 
to  the  next  general  convention. 

Eod&m  die  jwst  meridiem. 

[8.  Commissions  approven.  9.  Proceedings  of  the  annual  com- 
mittee approven.       10.  Act  anent  giving  money  read.] 

11.  The  same  day  there  was  laid  before  the  convention  a  memorial 
from  Mr  Neil  M'Viccar  and  Walter  Biggar,  who  weie  appointed  to 
repair  to  London  to  solicite  an  act  of  parliament  for  obtaining  an 
encouragement  or  bounty  on  the  culture  of   hemp  and    flax   in   Great 
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Brittain,   giving   an   acconipt  of   the   management   of   that  affair   with   Edinburgh^ 

the    expence     tliereby    incurred  ;     there     was    also     laid     before     the   ]\]cmoijai — 

convention   an   acconipt  due  to  George  Koss  and  Henry  Davidson  for  *°r  Neil     „ 
1  °  J  M'Viccar  & 

soliciting  that  act    of    parliament ;    which   memorial   and   acconipt   the   Walter 

convention    remitt    to    the    committee    on    the    commissions,    to    whom   reJjffc  to  a 

they    add    the   members   for   Linlithgow,    St   Andrews,   Sanquhar,   and  committee. 

Queensferry,  any  six  being  a  quorum,  to  consider  said  memorial    and 

accompt  and  report  their  opinion  to  the  convention. 

12.  The  same  day  there  was  laid  before  the  convention  a  petition  Petition  for 
from  the  magistrates  and  town  council  of  Montrose,  representing  the  remitt  to  a 
great  necessity  and  utility  of  having  a  bridge  over  the  river  of  committee. 
Northesk    at    Kinnaber,    which    the    convention   remitt   to   the   burghs 

of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  Saint 
Andrews,  Glasgow,  Irvine,  Aberbrothock,  Elgin,  Nairn,  Forres,  Cullen. 
Sanquhar,  &  Queensferry  to  consider  this  matter  and  to  report,  any 
four  of  whom  to  be  a  quorum. 

13.  The  same  day  there  was  laid  before  the  convention  the  report  Report  anent 
of  the  commissioners  of  last  year  from  the  burghs  of  Dumfermling  and  remitt  to  a 
Queensferry,  to  whom  with   the   burgh  of  Stirling  it  was  remitted  to  committee, 
enquire    into    the    facts    sett    furth    in   a    petition   from   the   burgh   of 

Culross,  as  mentioned  in  the  fourteenth  act  of  the  last  convention. 
Which  petition  &  report,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  repairs 
wanted,  being  read,  the  convention  remitt  the  same  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  memorial  of  Neil  M'Viccar  &  Walter  Biggar. 

[14.  Agent's  accots.  &  list  of  arrears  presented.] 

Edinbr.,  15th  July  1767. 

[15.  Commissions  approven.] 

16.  The  same  day  there  was  laid  before  the  convention  a  report  fciJentrys  to 
from  the  gentlemen  appointed  by  the  annual  committee  to  survey  and  the  ?anal 
consider  of   the   places   that   will    be   most  proper   and   convenient   for  committee. 
Q 


committee. 
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Edinburgh,  placeing  the  entry s  to  the  canal  in  Friths  of  Forth  &  Clyde,  bearing 
Report  anent  that  they  according  to  order  did  wait  on  the  honble.  board  of  trustees, 
the  entrya  to  wh0  appointed  Baron  Mure  and  George  Clerk,  Esquire,  as  a  committee 
remitt  to  a  of  their  number  to  accompany  them  in  surveying  the  two  Friths,  in 
order  to  report  their  opinion  of  the  most  proper  places  for  the  entrys 
of  the  intended  canal ;  that  Baron  Mure  could  not  leave  the  town  on 
account  of  business,  but  Mr  Clerk  and  they,  attended  with  some 
surveyors  and  knowing  shipmasters,  did  inspect  the  Frith  from 
Borrowstonness  to  the  mouth  of  Carron,  and  from  thence  to  Carron 
shore,  and  were  of  opinion  that  the  most  proper  place  for  the  entry 
from  this  Frith  will  be  some  where  near  the  mouth  of  Carron,  and 
on  such  part  of  the  north-east  side  of  a  farm  called  the  Heuk  as 
Mr  Smeaton  may  think  proper  after  a  due  considei'ation  ;  that  these 
entrys  to  and  from  the  Frith  will  be  quite  easy,  as  there  is  at  least 
18  feet  water  at  ordinary  neap  tides,  and  twenty-four  feet  in  spring 
tides,  and  by  soundings  and  the  report  of  knowing  shipmasters  & 
others,  who  have  been  in  the  constant  use  of  navigating  this  channell, 
vessells  drawing  from  four  to  six  and  eight  feet  water  may  come  in 
from  and  go  out  to  the  open  Frith  or  ly  afloat  at  the  entry  of  the 
canal  during  all  times  of  the  tide,  even  at  low  water ;  that  there  is 
also  very  good  anchoring  ground  and  proper  places  for  vessells  to  ly 
in,  and  plenty  of  convenient  ground  for  erecting  quays,  warehouses, 
or  other  buildings  by  the  water  side,  all  which  circumstances  make 
it  a  situation  extremely  commodious  for  the  purpose ;  that  they 
afterwards  crossed  the  country  to  Glasgow,  where  the  Provost  ordered 
Mr  James  Watt,  ingineer,  a  person  who  he  said  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  banks  of  the  Clyde  and  its  navigation,  to  attend  them,  and 
they  visited  the  river  with  great  care  down  to  Dumbarton,  but  had 
much  difficulty  on  account  of  the  shallowness  of  Clyde  to  find  a  proper 
entry  for  the  canal  there,  and  after  all  the  information  they  could  get 
from  their  own  inspection,  Mr  Smeaton's,  and  other  engineers'  former 
surveys,  which  were  shown  to  them  by  the  Provost  of  Glasgow,  and 
from   the   report   of    the  galbert  masters  on  the   spot,    they   were    of 
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opinion   that   the   entry    of    the    canal   should    not    be    higher    up    the   Edinburgh. 

1  f»    T     1       1 1C*" 

Clyde  than  Dalmuir  Burnfoot  (a  place  about  a  mile  below  the  Barns  r      rt  anent 

of  Clyde),  from  whence  down  the  river  there  may  be  from  seven  &  the  entrys  to 

a  half  feet  to  eight  in  neap,  and  nine  &  a  half  to  ten  or  eleven  feet  remitt  to  a 

water  in  spring  tides ;    that  if  the   entry  could  be  carried  two  miles  commi  tee- 

further  down  the  river,  below  a  place  called  Dumbuckford,  there  would 

then  be  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  feet  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  canal, 

and  it  encreases  the  further  down  the  river,  so  an  entry  at  this  place 

would  be  extremely  desireable,  but  as  the  ground  on  several  places  of 

the  side  of  the  river  has  a  great  deal  of  whin  rock  in  it,  and  in  some 

places  is  said   to  be  steechy,   they  could  not  take  upon  them  to  say 

how  far  such  an  extension  down  the  river  is  practicable  or  without  too 

great  an  expence,  and  that  Mr  Smeaton  will  be  the  proper  person  to 

determine    that    point    after    deliberate    consideration.       Which    being 

considered  by  the  convention,  they  recommitt  the  same  to  the  burghs 

of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Perth,  Dundee,  Montrose,  Dumfries, 

Stirling,    Sanquhar,    Queensferry,    Kirkcaldie,    and    Bruntisland,    as    a 

committee   to   consider   and    examine   whatever   may    appear    material 

with  respect  to  the  said  canal,  and  to  report. 

17.  The    same  day  the    committee  to   whom   it   was  remitted   to  Agent  to  pay 
consider  the  report  concerning  the  burgh  of  Culross,  as  mentioned  in  bur„h0fe 
thirteenth  act  of  this  convention,   reported    as   their   opinion   that  the  Culross. 
convention    should    authorize    their    agent    to    pay    to    the    petitioners 

forty  pounds  sterling  for  aiding  them  to  repair  their  peirs  &  harbour, 
on  their  produceing  to  him  an  attestation  or  certificate  from  the 
commissioners  for  the  burghs  of  Inverkeithing  and  Dumfermling  and 
the  assessor  for  Queensferry  that  the  repairs  are  compleated  in  the 
manner  set  furth  in  their  petition.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report,  and  ordain  and  enact 
accordingly. 

18.  The  same   day   the  committee   to    whom   the  petition   of  the  Agent  to 
burgh  of   Montrose   was   remitted,   i*eported   that  they  had  considered  Montrose. 


260 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Edinburgh. 
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Agent  to 
pay  £500  to 
Montrose. 


the  same  and  seen  a  plan  &  estimate  of  the  bridge,  they  were  of 
opinion  that  it  is  a  work  of  great  utility  &  necessity,  and  that  the 
convention  should  give  all  the  countenance  &  encouragement  to  it 
that  can  be  expected,  and  that  they  should  authorize  their  agent  to 
pay  five  hundred  pounds  sterling  to  the  petitioners  by  three  payments 
as  the  convention's  aid  to  that  work — to  wit,  one  third  of  that  sum  when 
the  building  is  begun,  another  third  when  the  bridge  is  half  finished, 
and  the  remainder  when  the  whole  is  compleated  ;  and  that  the  conven- 
tion should  further  resolve  when  application  is  made  to  them  to 
recommend  to  the  several  burghs  to  instruct  their  respective  members 
of  parliament  to  use  their  interest  in  procuring  parliamentary  or  other 
publick  aid  towards  carrying  on  the  work,  or  authorize  the  annual 
committee  to  write  to  the  several  members  of  parliament  for  that 
purpose.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve 
of  the  said  report,  and  enact  &  ordain  accordingly. 

19.  The  same  day  there  was  laid  before  the  convention  a 
representation  from  the  weavers  in  Dundee,  and  from  the  deacon 
of  the  weavers  in  St  Andrews,  complaining  that  a  late  act  of  parliament 
allowing  weavers  to  sett  up  and  practise  their  business  in  any  burgh 
in  Scotland  without  any  lett  or  hindrance  had  encouraged  some 
ignorant  people  to  sett  up  as  manufacturers  to  the  great  prejudice 
of  private  familys,  there  being  no  check  when  working  for  them,  and 
therefore  praying  the  convention  to  form  the  most  proper  measures 
for  having  the  law  explained,  or  to  fall  on  such  other  means  for 
regulating  these  matters  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  convention  should 
seem  proper.  Which  being  considered,  the  convention  were  of  opinion 
that  they  could  not  at  this  time  do  any  thing  relative  to  the  said 
petition  from  the  weavers. 

Petition  for  20.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  a  petition  from 

remitt  to  a       the   inhabitants  of  Dalkeith,   setting    furth    that  although    they    have 

committee.      little  or  no  foreign  trade,  they  have  for  several  years  past  been  in  use 

of   paying  the  sum  of   eighteen   pounds   sterling   as   a   proportion    of 


Representa- 
tion, the 
weavers  of 
Dundee 
refused. 
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the  publick  taxes,  and  praying  the  convention  to  find  that  the  petitioners  Edinburgh. 

ought    not    to  be  taxed  with    more  than    five  pounds  sterling    yearly,  petition  (or 

and  to  give  such   other   relief!  as   to  the  convention  should  seem    just  Dalkeith 

.  .  remitt  to  a 

and    reasonable.       Which     being  considered    by    the    convention,    they  committee. 

remitt  the  said  petition  to  the  committee  on  the  commissions,  and  they 

to  report. 

21.  The  same  day    the    commissioner    from    Glasgow    represented   Representa- 

•  pi  ^'on  as  k° 

to  the  convention  that  the  bounty  appointed  by  law  for  the  encourage-  the  white 

ment  of  the   white   herring  fishing   was  by   no  means  regularly  paid,  fjanTnlcf 

and  great  arrears  incurred  to  the  manifest  prejudice  of  the  undertakers,  remitt  to  a 

who  had  laid  out  their   stocks  in  carrying  on    that    branch    of    trade 

in    the    hopes   of    the    regular   payment   of   the  bounty,   and  if  some 

remedy  was   not   fallen   upon   to   recover    the    arrears   and    secure  the 

regular  payments  of    the    bounty,  it  was   to   be    feared   that  valuable 

branch  of  trade  would  be  lost ;  at  the  same  time  the  preeses  produced 

a  letter  from  the  secretary   of   the   lords   commissioners  of    trade  and 

plantations   relative  to  an  establishment  by  the  King  of  Denmark   of 

an  exclusive  company  at  Altena  for  an  herring  fishery,  which  it  was 

supposed  might  have  an  effect  to  the  prejudice  of  the  British  commerce 

in    these   parts,  especially   at    Hamburg,   and   desiring    the   opinion   of 

the  convention  as  to  the  effect  this  new  establishment  may   have    on 

the  British  herring  fishery,   and  how  any   prejudice  that   may  thence 

arise  may  be  obviated.     Which    being  considered    by    the    convention, 

they  remitt  to  the  committee  formerly  named  on  the  affair  of  the  canal 

between  the  Friths  of  Forth  and  Clyde,  to  whom  they  add  Air,  Irving, 

and    Campbelltown,  to   consider    what    is    represented    relative    to   the 

bounty  on  herring  and  the  above  mentioned  new  establishment  of  an 

exclusive  herring  fishery  at  Altena  by  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  to 

report. 

22.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  by  the  lord  conservator  a  ^^o^the 
representation  setting  furth  that  some  practises  of  late  had  taken  place  conservator 
directly  opposite  to  the  staple  contract,  both  with  regard  to  the  exporta-  committee. 
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Edinburgh,     tion  of  salmond  and  stockings,  several  cargoes  of  salted  salmond  being 

ip      t      1  -i  FT^J'7  CD  CD  CD 

Representa-  annually  landed  at  Rotterdam  from  Perth,  Banff,  Inverness,  &ce.,  instead 
tion  from  the  0f  being  carried  to  the  town  of  Campvere,  and  that  contrivances  had 
been  fallen  upon  to  defraud  the  conservator  and  his  depute  of  the  fees 
arising  from  the  exportation  of  stockings,  which  are  declared  staple  by 
the  third  article  of  the  contract,  and  therefore  praying  the  convention  to 
give  the  necessary  orders  for  preventing  all  causes  of  complaint.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  said  representation 
to  the  burghs  of  Perth  and  Aberdeen,  and  appoint  them  to  consider  what 
is  sett  furth  in  the  said  representation,  and  to  transmitt  their  remarks 
with  a  fair  state  of  the  facts  to  the  annual  committee  to  be  named  by 
this  convention,  that  the  affair  may  be  prepared  for  the  next  general 
convention. 

[23.  Missive  and  tax  roll  continued.] 


Edinbr.,  16th  July  1767. 

[24.  Report  on  the  agent's  accots.  approven.  25.  Agent's  accots. 
of  missive  dues  approven.  26.  Horning  agt.  deficients.  27.  Annual 
committee  with  uswall  powers  appointed.  28.  Agent  to  pay  sallarys 
&  gratuitys.     29.  Tain  commission  approven.] 

Memorial  30.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  relating 

anen.t  whlte     to  the  white  herring  fishery  in  Scotland,  and  also  the  letter  from  the 

herring  °  J 

fishing  remit  secretary  of  the  board  of  trade  and  plantations  relating  to  the  establish- 
committee.  ment  of  an  exclusive  herring  fishery  by  the  King  of  Denmark,  and 
papers  therewith  produced,  were  remitted,  reported  that  having 
considered  the  said  memorial,  letter,  and  writes  aforsaid,  were  of 
opinion  that  the  subjects  thereof  are  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  interest  of  this  country,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  remitted 
to  the  annual  committee  with  conventional  powers,  particularly  with 
power  to  them  to  take  every  measure  that  they  might  think  necessary 
for    obtaining    redress    of    the    grivances    complained   of   in   the   above 


the  annual 
committee. 
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memorial  by  applying  to  the  parliament  or  otherwise,  and  to  treat  &  Edinburgh. 
concur  with  the  board  of  trustees  in  expediting  this  important  business,  Memorial — '' 
and  also  in  corresponding  with  the  honble.  board  of  trade  &  plantations  anent  whito 
on  the  subject  of  the  forsaid  letter  from  their  secretary,  with  this  proviso,   ing  remit  to 
that  the  convention  are  to  be  at  no  charge  in  executing  the  above  affair. 
Which   being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said 
report,  and  remitt  to  and   impower  the  annual  committee  to  proceed 
accordingly. 

31.  The  same  day  the   committee  to  whom  the  petition    for    the  Agent  to  pay 
inhabitants   of    Dalkeith    was    remitted,    reported    that    they    were    of 

opinion  that  the  convention  should  relieve  the  burgh  of  Dalkeith 
of  ten  pounds  sterling  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  authorize  the  agent 
to  take  credit  therefore  in  his  accompts  accordingly,  and  that  in 
time  coming,  from  July  1768,  the  said  ten  pounds  should  be  yearly 
charged  on  the  burgh  of  Borrowstonness  and  Dalkeith  relieved  of 
the  same.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve 
of  the  said  report,  and  appoint  the  agent  to  allow  the  petitioners  ten 
pounds  sterling  for  this  year,  and  recommend  to  the  next  convention 
to  give  them  what  relief  they  shall  judge  proper. 

32.  The   same   day    the    committee    to   whom    the    memorial    for  Annual  com- 
Messrs  Neil  M'Viccar  and  Walter  Biggar  and  accompts  relative  thereto  ^piy^the 
were  remitted,  reported  as  their    opinion  that    these  gentlemen    merit  trustees 
the   thanks  of  the  convention    for  their  care  and   attention    employed  expence  of 
in   procuring   so    beneficial    an  act   to   the    country   as  the  bounty  of  the  flax  bl11' 
£15,000  annually   for  raising  and   dressing   flax   and   hemp    in    Great 

Britain,  and  an  additional  duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign  linen, 
and  therefore  that  the  convention  should  remitt  to  the  annual 
committee  to  apply  to  the  board  of  trustees  and  the  linen  company 
to  recover  the  expence  debursed  by  these  gentlemen  in  the  manage- 
ment of  an  affair  of  such  advantage  to  this  country.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report,  and 
remitt  to  their  annual  committee  to  proceed  accordingly. 
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Edinburgh.  33.  The    same   day   the   said  committee    on  the    aft'air    of    Messrs 

A  en'tyt0      :   M'Viccar  and  Biggav  reported  that  for  the  security  and  relief  of  these 

issue  £200        gentlemen  the  convention  should  also  authorize  their  annual  committee, 

defraying        in  case  it  shall  be   found  necessary,  to    appoint  the    agent,   over    and 

tneexpence     akove  the    sum    of    one    hundred    pounds    sterl.    granted    by    the    last 

bill.  convention,  to   issue   out  a  further  sum,    not   exceeding    two    hundred 

pounds  sterling,  for  defraying  any  ballance  that  may  remain  due  and 

incurred  in   soliciting  the  act  for  granting  the  bounty  for  raising  and 

dressing    of    flax     and    hemp    in    Great  Britain,    with    the    additional 

duty  on   the  importation   of  foreign  linen.       Which    being    considered 

by  the  convention,  they    approve  of   the  said  report,   and    enact  and 

ordain  accordingly. 

Report  anent  34.  The    same    day    the    committee    to    whom    the    affair   of    the 

anproven  &     cana^  was  remitted,  reported  their  opinion  that  the  convention  should 

a  committee     approve   of  the  report   of   the  sub-committee    in  regard  to  the  entrys 

act  in  con-       of  the  canal  within  the  two  Friths  ;  that  if  a  deepth  of  10  feet  water 

the'trustee's '  cou^    De  carried    through    conveniently,  so    as    vessells    drawing    nine 

feet  water  could  easily  pass,  it  would  be  a  great  additional  advantage 

to    the   commerce  of  the  three  kingdoms ;   that  if  publick  aid  can  be 

obtained   out  of  the   forfieted  estates  in  Scotland  so  as  to  enable  the 

adventurers  to  lower  the  lockage  duty  to  one  penny  pr.  ton  p.  mile, 

it   would   be    a   great   national    advantage    in    regard   to  commerce  in 

general,  and  in  particular  it  would  allow  many  species  of  coarse  bulky 

goods  of  small  value,  such  as  slates,  stones,  ashes,  coals,  soap,  home,  wood, 

&c,  to  pass  by  the  canal,  which  they  cou'd  not  possibly  do  if  the  lockage 

was  so  high  as  twopence  per   mile  on   the    ton  ;    that   the   convention 

shou'd  by  themselves  or  in  conjunction  with  the  two  boards  of  trustees 

for    the    manufactures    and    annexed    estates    take    every    measure    by 

applying    to    the    lords    of    the    treasury,    other   persons    in   power,    or 

otherwise  at  London  that  may  be  judged  necessary  for  obtaining  this 

aid,  which  wou'd  be  of  such  high  importance  to  the  trade,  manufactures, 

and  improvements  of  this  country,  and  that  they  shou'd  name  a  small 
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committee   with   conventional    powers   to   act   in   conjunction   with   the  Edinburgh. 
above  boards,  and  otherways  as  they  find  expedient  for  that  effect,  but  r      rt  anent 
that  this  committee  shou'd  have  no  power  to  lay  out  money;  that  the  the  canal 

.  i  i  ■  approven,  & 

preses  shou  d  communicate  the  above  resolutions  of  the  convention  to  a  committee 
the  agents  for  the  subscribers  to  the  canal,  in  order  to  be  communicated  ^tp°n"^o„.  ° 
to  their  meetings,  and  that  he  shou'd  also  write  letters  of  thanks  in  junction  with 
name  of  the  convention  to  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  gave  their 
countenance  and  assistance  in  forwarding  the  subscription  for  the  large 
canal.     Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the 
said    report,    and   appoint    their    preses,    the   Dean   of    Gild    of   Edinr., 
Mr  George  Clerk,  Mr  George  Chalmers,  Provost  James  Stuart,  as  also 
the  Provosts  of  Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  if  they  be  occasionally  in  Edinr., 
any  three  whereof  to  be  a  quorum,  as  a  committee  with  conventional 
powers   to   act  in  conjunction   with  the  boards  of  trustees  for  manu- 
factures and  annexed  estates  in  manner  mentioned  in  the  said  report, 
but  without  power  to  lay  out  any  money  in  that  matter. 

35.  The  same   day   the  foresaid  committee  reported  their  opinion  Letters  of 

that   the    convention  shou'd   order  letters    of    thanks    to    be    wrote   in   ^wrote  Mr 

name   of  the    burrows    to   the   Right    Honble.    Charles   Townhend,  Sir  Townshend, 

°  &ce. 

Laurance  Dundase,  and  other  members  of   both  Houses  of  Parliament 

who  exerted  themselves  in  obtaining  the   fflax   and   hemp  bill  &   for 

the    additional  duty   on    forreign   linnen  passing  into    a    law.      Which 

being  considered  by  the  convention,   they  approve  of  the  said  report, 

and  recommend  to  their  preeses  to  write  letters  in  name  of  the  royal 

burrows  accordinglie. 

36.  The  same  day  Mr  George  Chalmers,  assessor  for  Queensferry    Report  by 

lT-Ti  -i  e  ^r  Chalmers 

who  was  instructed  to  solicit  at  London  that    the  mails  to  and  from  anent  the 

that    city    shou'd    for    the    future    pass    by   the    direct    road    between  th^course'of 

Northallerton    and    Fferrybridge    and    not    turn    aside    to   York,    gave  the  post,  & 

in   a  letter    which    he    received    by   last   post  from    the    secretary    of  thanks  to  be 


wrote  the 
postmai 
of    his    application    made    in    name    of    the    convention,    his    Majesty's  general 


the  general    post    office     at    London,   informing    that    in     consequence 

postmaster 
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Edinburgh. 
16  July  1767. 
Report  by 
Mr  Chalmers 
anent  the 
alteration  in 
the  course  of 
the  post,  & 
letters  of 
thanks  to  be 
wrote  the 
postmaster 
general. 


Petition  for 
the  linen 
society 
remitt  to  the 
annual 
committee. 


postmaster  general  had  agreed  to  that  alteration,  and  of  which  letter 
the  tenor  follows  : — 

"  General  Post  Office, 

"July  10th,  1767. 

"  Sir, — I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  his  Majesty's 
"  postmaster  general  have  been  pleased  to  direct  the  alteration  of 
"  the  course  of  the  post  between  Fferrybridge  and  Northallertoun, 
"  desired  in  the  memoriale  of  the  convention  of  the  royal  burrows 
"  of  Scotland,  to  be  made  and  to  take  place  the  10th  of  October  next. — 
"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servt,  (sign'd)      Hen.  Potts,  secry. 

"Geo.  Chalmers,  Esqr.,  Edinr." 

and  he  moved  the  convention  that  the  preeses  shou'd  be  instructed 
to  write  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Right  Honble.  the  Earl  of  Hilsborough 
and  Lord  Le  Despenier  for  their  granting  this  favour  to  the  trade  of  the 
kingdom,  which  had  been  so  often  solicited  in  vain  by  other  conven- 
tions from  former  postmasters  general.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  recommend  to  their  preeses  to  write  letters  of  thanks 
accordinglie,  as  also  in  name  of  the  convention  to  return  thanks  to 
Mr  Chalmers  for  his  great  care  and  attention  in  that  matter,  which 
was  done  by  the  preeses  in  name  of  the  convention. 

37.  The  same  day  thei'e  was  presented  to  the  convention  a  petition 
for  the  Edinburgh  linnen  society,  for  themselves  and  in  behalf  of  the 
linnen  trade  of  Scotland,  setting  furth  that  in  name  of  themselves  and 
the  linnen  trade  of  Scotland  they  laid  before  the  last  convention  the 
distress  occasioned  to  that  trade  by  their  relyance  on  forreigners  for  the 
first  matterials  of  hemp  and  fflax  whereof  linnens  are  made,  and  the 
convention  sensible  of  the  verity  of  these  representations,  did  impower 
their  annual  committee  to  use  the  proper  means  to  procure  parlia- 
mentary aid  for  promoting  the  culture  of  hemp  and  fflax  in  Brittain, 
which  powers  the  committee  executed  so  effectually  that  a  law  past  last 
session  of  parliament  for  that  purpose  ;  that  the  petitioners,  in  name  of 
themselves  and  the  linnen  trade  of  Scotland,  with  gratefull  hearts  beg'd 
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leave  to  offer  their  most  sincere  and  thankfull  acknowledgements  for  the   Edinburgh. 
parental  care  and  protection  of  the  honble.  convention,  and  their  preeses  petition  for 

and  committee,  so  seasonably  exerted  in  support  of  the  staple  manu-   the  linen 

.     .  .  .    society 

facture  of  this  kingdom  ;    that  the  Brittish  parliament  having  granted   remitt  to  the 

the  sum  of  £15,000  sterling  for  encourageing  the  culture  of  hemp  and  committee. 

fflax  in  Brittain  without  adopting  any  mode  of  application,  will  doubtless 

have  great  respect  to  any  mode  proposed  by  so  respectable  a  body  as  the 

royal  burrows  of  Scotland  are  for  applying  the  same ;  that  the  wisdom 

of  parliament  has  also  laid  additional  dutys  on  several  kinds  of  forreign 

linnen  imported,  whereby  three  very  valueable  purposes  are  obtain'd — 

first,  the  raising  a  ffund  in  support  of  government ;  secondly,  a  ffund  for 

encourageing  the  culture  of  hemp  and  fflax  in  Brittain  ;  and   thirdly, 

encourap-einp-  the  manufacture    of    those    home-made    kinds    of    linnen 

whereon   the   new   dutys  are  laid ;  but  as  great  quantitys  of   forreign 

diaper   and    damask    table    linnen    are   imported    on   very   low   dutys, 

excepting   those    from    Holland,    and    as  the    price   of   labour   is   high 

on  makeing  this  kind  of  linnen,  &  considerable  quantitys  made  thereof 

in    this   kingdom,    therefore    if    all   forreign   diaper    and   damask   that 

are  imported  were  made  liable  to  the  rates  and  dutys  of  those  imported 

from    Holland,  a   further  ffund  wou'd  thereby  be  rais'd  in  support  of 

government,   and   the    manufacture   of   that  kind   of  linnen   wou'd  be 

greatly  increased  in  this  kingdom  ;   therefore    praying  the  convention 

to  take   under  their  consideration  the  mode  of  applying  the   £15,000 

sterling  granted   by  parliament  for  promoteing  the  culture  of  flax  in 

Brittain,  and  to  take  such  measures  in  the  ensueing  session  of  parliament 

for    subjecting  all  forreign   diaper  and  damask   to  the  like  rates  and 

dutys    as  are   paid   on   those    imported    from    Holland,  as  to  them    in 

their    wisdom    shou'd    seem    meet.       Which    being   considered   by    the 

convention    as    a    matter  of  the   utmost    importance,    they   remitt  the 

said   petition    to   their   annual    committee,    and    earnestly    recommend 

to   them   to   co-operate    with   the    board    of   trustees   for    ffisheries   & 

manufactures  in  whatever  shall  appear  the  most  prudent  measures  for 

obtaining  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  said  petition. 


missive. 
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Edinburgh.  38.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  convention 

Agent  to  nav  a  memorial  for  the  Dean  of  Gild  and  gildry  of  Inverness,  representing 
Inverness  the  great  expence  that  had  been  by  them  incurr'd  in  a  process  before 
annual  the  Court  of  Session  with    one  John  Smith,  who,  tho'  not  a  ffreeman, 

considerTth0  attempted  to  carry  on  a  trade  within  that  town,  and  treated  the  gildry 
article  of  the  with  contempt  when  challenged  for  so  doing ;  that  the  gildry  had 
followed  the  advice  of  council  learned  in  the  law  in  their  proceedings 
against  Smith,  and  were  also  encouraged  by  the  seventh  act  of  the  missive 
in  so  doing ;  that  the  expence  finally  awarded  agt.  them  amounted  to  a 
very  great  sum,  far  beyond  their  ability  to  pay,  the  ballance  outstanding 
being  no  less  than  £154  str.,  besides  £50  which  they  had  lost  by  a 
purchaser  of  part  of  the  goods  seiz'd  from  the  said  John  Smith,  he  haveing 
fail'd  in  his  circumstances,  and  therefore  praying  such  relieff  from  the 
convention  as  to  their  wisdom  shou'd  seem  meet.  Upon  which  the  con- 
vention resolved  themselves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  and 
thereafter  the  said  committee  reported  as  their  opinion  that  the  convention, 
in  consideration  of  the  distress'd  circumstances  of  the  gildry  of  Inverness 
and  decay  of  trade  in  that  place,  shou'd  authorize  and  appoint  their 
agent  to  make  payment  to  the  memorialists  or  their  doer  of  the  sum 
of  ffifty  pound  sterling,  and  that  the  convention  shou'd  not  hereafter 
grant  any  further  relieff  to  the  gildry  of  Inverness  on  the  above 
account ;  and  further,  that  the  convention  shou'd  remitt  to  their 
annual  committee  to  consider  the  7th  article  of  the  missive  relative 
to  the  prosecution  of  unfree  traders,  and  in  general  how  far  that  or 
any  other  article  in  the  missive  shou'd  be  struck  out,  varied,  or  amended, 
and  to  report  to  the  next  convention.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report,  authorize  the  agent  to 
make  payment  of  the  said  £50  to  the  gildry  of  Inverness  or  their  doer 
in  terms  of  the  report,  and  remitt  to  the  annual  committee  to  consider 
of  the  seventh  article  and  other  heads  of  the  missive,  and  report  to  the 
next  convention. 

[39.  Agent  to  pay  John  Forbes  £5.] 

40.  The   same   day   the   commissioner    for    Aberdeen    observed    to 
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the  convention  that  the  state   of   the  burghs   of   barony  and    regality   Edinburgh. 
accepting  the  communication  of  trade  had  of  late  years  greatly  varied    Annual — 
in    their   circumstances,  some   falling   into  decay  and   others   being   in  committee 

,  •  •  <>  nic  i    to  consider 

a     more     nourishing    situation    than    formerly,    and    therefore    moved   the  state  of 
that  it  sliou'd  be  remitted  to  the  annual  committee  to  consider  of  the   J^    """f? 's 

oi  Dcirroii y ■ 

present  state  of  these  burrows,  and  how  far  they  cou'd  be  subjected 
to  a  larger  share  of  the  land  tax  for  the  relief  of  the  royal  burrows, 
and  particularly  how  far  the  quota  presently  payable  by  the  burghs 
of  bai-ony  &  regality  could  by  the  powers  of  the  convention  be 
more  equally  proportion 'd  amongst  them.  Which  being  considered, 
the  convention  do  remitt  the  said  motion  to  their  annual  committee, 
and  recommend  to  them  to  report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  next 
general  convention. 

41.  The  same    day  the    assessor   for   Queensferry   moved  that  it  Annual 
might   be    an    instruction   to   the   annual  committee    to   continue   their  fco  0btain  a 
endeavours    for    obtaining    a    repeal    of    the    law    which    oblidcres    the  ,rePeal  of  the 

°  x  °  law  anent 

shippers  of  corn  and  all  other  home  goods  carried  coastways  to  enter  coast  bonds 
into  bonds  and   cocquets  for   the  same.     Which   being  considered,  the       '   ' 
convention    recommend    to    their    annual    committee    to    use    the    most 
prudent  measures  for  obtaining  a  repeal  of  the  above  law. 

42.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  convention,  Convention 
and  appoint  the  next  annual  convention  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  upon  the 
second   Tuesday  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
years,  and  appoint  their  clerks  to  direct  missives  accordingly.     [Follows 
signatures.] 

Copy  of  the  letter  wrote  by  the  preeses  of  the  convention  to  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Queensberry ;  the  Right  Honble.  the  Earls  of 
Morton,  Marchmont,  Abercorn,  Fife ;  Lord  Elibank ;  Charles 
Townshend,  Esqr. ;  George  Greenville,  Esqr. ;  James  Oswald,  Esqr. ; 
and  Sir  Laurence  Dundas ;  Sir  Alexander  Gilmer ;  Thomas  Dundas  ; 
James  Coutts ;  James  Murray  of  Broughton  ;  Alexander  Wedder- 


disolved. 
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Edinburoh.  burn  ;  General  Graham  ;  Coll.  Scott ;  Sir  Alexander  Grant ;  Sir  John 

1  A    7     1       1  *7fi7 

— - '■  Hussey  Delavall  ;  Richard  Rigby  ;    &  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  Esqrs., 

thanking  them  for  their  services  in  promoting  the  subscription 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  large  canal  betwixt  the  Friths  of 
Forth  &  Clyde,  in  terms  of  the  34th  act  of  the  preceeding 
convention. 

My  Lord, — I  have  the  honor,  at  desire  and  by  appointment  of  the 
royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  mett  in  their  late  annual  convention,  to 
return  you  most  sincere  thanks  for  your  good  offices  and  successfull 
endeavours  in  promoting  a  plan  for  making  a  navigable  communication 
between  the  Friths  of  Forth  &  Clyde  by  a  large  canal  when  the  same 
was  under  consideration  last  spring. 

The  convention  does  intreat  and  takes  the  liberty  to  expect  the 
continuance  of  your  assistance  in  what  may  be  yet  necessary  for 
compleatly  executing  this  great  national  undertaking,  which  will 
be  productive  of  the  greatest  advantages  to  the  whole  United  Kingdoms. 
— I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  regard  &  respect,  my  lord, 
your  lordship's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

(Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preeses. 

Copies  of  the  letters  wrote  to  the  ministry  &  others  thanking  them 
for  their  countenance  given  in  support  of  the  flax  bill. 

To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
the  Earl  of  Shelburn,  and 
Mr  Secretary  Conway. 

My  Lord, — I  have  the  honor,  at  the  desire  and  by  appointment 
of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  mett  in  their  late  annual  convention, 
to  acknowledge  and  retui-n  thanks  for  the  great  obligations  this 
country  lies  under  to  you  by  the  countenance  given  last  session  of 
parliament  to  the  flax  bill,  the  passing  of  which  into  a  law  is  of  such 
universal  publick  utility  to  this  kingdom. — I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  the  greatest  respect,  &ce. 
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To  the  Eavl   of  Marchmont,  Edinburgh. 

o   T     i  n  ,,      ,  16  July 1767- 

&  Lord  Oathcart. 

My  Lord, — I  do  myself  the  honour,  at  the  desire  and  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  mett  in  their  late  annual  con- 
vention, to  acknowledge  and  return  thanks  for  the  great  care  and 
attention  shown  by  your  lordship  to  the  flax  bill,  and  conducting 
it  with  such  success  throw  the  House  of  Lords,  the  passing  of 
which  into  a  law  is  of  such  universal  publick  utility  to  this  country. 
— I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  &ce. 


The  Earl  of  Hilsborough. 

My  Lord, — I  do  myself  the  honor,  at  the  desire  and  by  appointment 
of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  mett  in  their  late  annual  convention, 
to  acknowledge  and  return  thanks  for  the  great  care  and  attention 
shown  by  your  lordship  to  the  bill  for  laying  additional  dutys  on 
foreign  linen,  and  granting  an  encouragement  for  promoting  the  culture 
of  flax  in  this  kingdom,  and  for  conducting  it  with  such  success  throw 
the  House  of  Lords,  the  passing  of  which  into  a  law  is  of  such  universal 
publick  utility  to  the  linen  manufactures  of  Great  Brittain  &  Ireland ; 
as  also  for  your  lordship's  so  readily  granting  the  usefull  alteration  in 
the  course  of  the  mail  'twixt  Northallerton  &  Ferry  Bridge,  as  requested 
by  the  convention  of  boroughs,  and  which  had  been  formerly  sollicited 
by  them  from  former  postmasters  general  tho'  without  success. — I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  &ce. 

To  Lord  Le  Despenser. 

I  do  myself  the  honour,  at  the  desire  and  by  appointment  of  the 
royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  mett  in  their  late  annual  convention,  to 
acknowledge  and  return  thanks  for  your  lordship's  so  readily  granting 
the  usefull  alteration  in  the  course  of  the  mail  'twixt  Northallerton  & 
Ferry  Bridge,  as  requested  by  the  convention  of  boroughs,  and  which 
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Edinburgh,     had   been  formerly  sollicited  by  them  from  former  postmasters  though 
without  success. — I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  &ce. 

To  Sir  Alexander  Gilmer. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour,  at  the  desire  &  by  appointment  of  the 
royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  mett  in  their  late  annual  convention,  to 
return  you  sincere  thanks  for  the  great  care  and  trouble  you  was 
pleased  to  take  in  introduceing  and  conducting  the  flax  bill  throw  the 
House  of  Commons  last  session  of  parliament,  for  the  many  friends 
you  procured  thereto  in  that  House,  and  for  your  recommending  it 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Grafton  and  others  of  your  acquaintance 
of  the  House  of  Lords. — I  am,  with  great  respect,  &ce. 

To  Sir  Laurence  Dundas. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour,  at  the  desire  &  by  appointment  of  the 
royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  mett  in  their  late  annual  convention,  to 
return  you  sincere  thanks  for  the  great  friendship  shown  in  procureing 
the  flax  bill,  of  so  universal  advantage  to  this  country,  past  into  a  law, 
particularly  by  attending  yourself  and  getting  so  many  others  of 
your  friends  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament  to  stay  in  town  (at  so 
late  a  season  of  the  year)  and  give  their  countenance  and  assistance 
to  the  passing  of  this  bill  throw  the  House  of  Commons,  which  otherwise 
would  have  been  in  great  hazard  of  being  thrown  out. — I  am,  with 
great  respect,  &ce. 

To  the  Rt.  Honble.  Charles  Townshend,  Esqr. 

Sir, — I  do  myself  the  honour,  at  desire  and  by  appointment  of 
the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  mett  in  their  late  annual  convention, 
to  acknowledge  with  the  utmost  gratitude  the  obligations  this  country 
lyes  under  to  you  for  the  many  important  services  done  thereto  by 
the  exertion  of  your  distinguished  abilities  in  promoting  the  many 
usefull    and    salutary    laws    past  last  session    of   parliament    for    the 
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advancement  of  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  and  Edinbukoh. 
do  in  their  name  return  you  their  most  gratefull  and  sincere  thanks 
on  that  account,  and  more  particularly  for  your  countenance  and 
assistance  in  obtaining  the  law  for  the  more  effectual  prohibition  of 
the  importation  of  French  cambricks  and  lawns ;  for  the  judicious 
choice  made  of  the  funds  for  raising  the  necessary  supplys  of  the 
current  year,  by  laying  such  additional  duties  on  foreign  drillings 
and  sheetings  as  will  in  after  years  restore  to  Great  Britain  a  valuable 
manufacture,  which  was  lost  thereto  by  the  introduction  &  use  of 
these  foreign  linens  upon  such  low  terms  as  effectually  excluded  the 
home  manufacturer  from  selling  such  goods  in  competition  with  them  ; 
for  promoting  the  law  for  establishing  a  fund  for  the  encouragement 
and  encrease  of  the  culture  of  hemp  and  flax  in  Great  Britain,  so 
necessary  for  securing  the  independancy  of  the  British  navy,  as  well 
as  rendering  the  linen  manufactory  permanent  by  having  the  first 
materials  raised  at  home  and  not  being  obliged  to  trust  to  a  precarious 
supply  of  them  from  foreigners,  in  granting  of  which  fund  out  of 
the  additional  dutys  laid  on  such  other  species  of  foreign  linen  as  do 
most  interfere  with  or  rival  the  home  manufactures,  the  soundest 
policy  and  real  wisdom  is  conspicuous ;  and  lastly,  for  the  earty 
countenance  you  was  pleased  to  give  to  these  salutary  measures,  and 
the  firmness  with  which  you  supported  and  carried  them  on  throw 
the  House  of  Commons  in  great  opposition  to  the  importers  of 
foreign  linen,  whos  private  interest  induced  them  (and  ever  will)  to 
oppose  every  measure  proposed  for  the  advancement  of  the  home 
manufacture,  the  increase  of  which  does,  of  course,  diminish  their  trade. 
The  convention  have  no  doubt  of  your  continuing  the  favour  of 
your  friendly  assistance  in  devising  such  a  mode  of  application  of  the 
fund  granted  last  session  for  encourageing  the  raising  and  dressing 
hemp  and  flax  as  may  best  answer  the  great  end  proposed  by  parlia- 
ment in  giving  such  encouragement,  by  procuring  an  increase  in 
quantity. — I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  regard  and 
respect,  &ce. 
R 
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Edinburgh. 
16  July  1767. 


To  Samuel  Touchet,  Esqr.,  London. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour,  at  the  desire  and  by  appointment  of  the 
royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  mett  in  their  late  annual  convention,  to 
return  you  sincere  thanks  for  the  great  aid  and  assistance  given  to 
Messrs  M'Viccar  &  Biggar  from  Scotland  in  forming  the  plan  of  the 
late  flax  bill,  and  in  pointing  out  to  Mr  Tounshend  the  funds  out  of 
which  the  encouragement  now  given  might  arise,  a  fund  the  most 
agreeable  of  any  as  thereby  a  double  advantage  arises  to  the  home 
manufactures,  by  procuring  an  increase  of  the  first  materials  of  the 
manufacture  at  home,  and  by  the  additional  dutys  laid  on  foreign 
linen,  which  opens  the  agreeable  prospect  of  a  large  increase  of  the 
home  manufactures  by  the  makers  being  thereby  enabled  to  bring 
their  goods  to  mercat  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  foreign,  and 
for  the  still  greater  service  done  your  country  by  supporting  this  bill 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  where  by  your  great  knowledge  in  commercial 
affairs  you  explained  the  same  with  such  perspicuity  and  clearness  that 
the  opponents  of  the  bill  were  unable  to  reply. 

You'll  forgive  intreating  the  continuance  of  your  friendly  assistance 
in  preparing  such  a  mode  of  application  for  next  session  as  may  best 
answer  the  intention  of  parliament,  and  by  procuring  an  increase  in 
quantity  of  hemp  and  flax. — I  am,  with  great  regard,  &ce. 


Edinburgh. 
4  August 
1767. 
Sederunt. 


Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 

4  August  1767. 

Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Edinburgh,  John  Learmonth  ; 
Bruntisland,  James  Stuart  ;  Dumfermling,  Alexander  Hart ;  Culross, 
Thomas  Bruce ;  Kilrenny,  William  Alexander ;  Air,  Andrew  Hunter ; 
Sanquhar,  George  Clerk  Maxwell ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan ;  Stian- 
raer,  Ebenezer  M'Culloch  ;    Campbelltoun,  Mr  Walter  Campbell. 
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The  which  day  the  committee  unanimously  elect  Gilbert   Laurie,  Edinbubgh. 
Esqr.,    present    lord    provost    of    the    city    of    Edinburgh,    to    be    their   17(57.    ' 
preeses. 

The  same  day  the  committee  having  taken  under  their  considera-   Remitt  anent 

tion     the    several     remitts     made    to    them    by    the     last    convention,   Hshin^Vthf 

particularly  the  30th  act  with  respect  to  the  erivances    under   which   expences  of 
1  .  .  ,  r  the  flax  bill, 

the    white    herring    fishery    presently    labours,    the    32d    act    whereby  and  dutys  on 

they  are  appointed  to  apply  to  the  boards  of  trustees  in  order  to  get    oieiSn 

them  to  contribute   towards  payment    of    the    expence    that  has    been 

incurred  in   obtaining  the  law  for  laying  additional  dutys  on  foreign 

linens   imported,  and   granting   a   bounty  for   encouraging  the  further 

culture  of  flax    and  hemp  in  Great  Britain,  and  likewise  the  37th  act 

whereby  it  is  remitted  to  them  to  consider  the  petition  of  the  Edinburgh 

linen   society  and   to  co-operate   with  the  board   of  trustees  in  taking 

the  most  prudent  measures  for  obtaining  additional  dutys  to  be   laid 

on  foreign   damask  and  diaper  table   linen,   so  as  to  enable  the  home 

manufacturers  to  bring  their  goods  to  mercate  on  a  more  equal  footing 

with    those    imported    from    abroad,    the    annual    committee,    in    order 

to    the    carrying    into    execution    these    different    recommendations    of 

the  convention,  do  remitt  to  the  preeses  and  members  for  Edinburgh, 

Bruntisland,    Kilrenny,    Air,    Sanquhar,    Whithorn,   &    Stranraer    as    a 

committee   of  their  number,  any  two  whereof  to  be  a  quorum,  to  meet 

with  the  board  of  trustees  upon  the  subject  of  these  several  remitts, 

and  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the  different  purposes  therein   mentioned, 

and    to    report    their    proceedings    to    the    annual    committee    at    their 

next  sederunt. 

The  same  day,  in  terms  of  the  seventh  act  of  the  convention,  the   Mr  Graham 
committee    allows     Mr     David    Graham,    advocate,    in    behalf    of    the   th^'petiT 
Dean    of   Gild   and   gildry  of   Coupar,  to  see  and  answer  the  petition  ot  Coupar. 
given  in  to    the  convention    by  the  magistrates    and    town  council  of 
the    said    bui'jjh,    and    that    betwixt   and    next    sederunt ;   and    remitt 


bonds. 
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Edinburgh,     to  Mr   Learmonth,  member  for   Edinburgh,  Mr  Chalmers,  assessor  for 
1767  Queensferry,  and  the  agent  to  consider  the  seventh  and  other  articles  of 

Remitt  anent  the  general  missive,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon  ;  and  further, 
&  coast  they  remitt  to  Mr  Chalmers,  Mr  Alexander,  &  Mr  M'Gowan  to  consider 

the  affair  of  the  coast  bonds  &  cocquets  mentioned  in  the  forty-first  act 
of  the  convention,  &  to  report  their  opinion  what  may  be  proper  to  be 
done  in  order  to  the  having  this  grivance  redressed. 


15  October  1767. 

Sederunt.  Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  preeses ;    Edinburgh,  John  Milne  &  Charles 

Houison ;    Dumfermling,   Alexander    Hart ;    Lanerk,   William    Wilson ; 
Banff,  Thomas  Riddoch ;   Queensferry,  George  Chalmers. 

Report  anent  The  which  day  the  preeses  reported  that  in  consequence  of  the 

the  expence  .  . 

of  the  flax        minute  of  last  sederunt  he  and  the  other  members  appointed  to  meet 

rnshino-611"^  with    the    trustees    for    fisherys    and    manufactures    anent    the    several 

matters  therein  mentioned  had  waited  on  that   board,    and  who   have 

agreed    to    pay    the    sum    of    two    hundred     pounds    sterling    towards 

defraying  the  expence  incurred  by  Messrs  M'Viccar  and  Biggar  in  the 

obtaining  the   late   act   of   parliament  for   laying  additional   dutys   on 

certain    species    of    foreign    linen    and   granting    an    encouragement  to 

promote    the    further   culture    of   flax   and   hemp   in  Britain ;   that  at 

the  same  time  they  had  under  their  consideration  the  grivances  under 

which    the    white    herring  fisheiy   presently   labour,  by  reason  of  the 

bountys    not    being    regularly    paid,    and   likewise   the   memorials  and 

other  papers    transmitted    to    him    by    the   secretary   of  the  board   of 

trade    &    plantations    in   relation    to    the    establishment    of    a    herring 

fishery  at  Altona  by  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  that  since  that  time 

he  received  a  letter  from  Mr  Flint,  secretary  to  the  trustees,  signifying 

their  sentiments  with  respect  to  that  affair.      Which  letter  being  read. 

and  the  committee  being  entirely  of  the  same  opinion  with  the  board 

of  trustees,  do  therefore  appoint  the  said  letter  to  be  recorded  after  the 
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minute  of  this  sederunt,  and  then  the  preeses  to  transmitt  the  same  to  Edinburgh. 
the  secretary  of  the  board  of  trade  and  plantations,  with  a  letter  in  name   1707. 


of  the  committee  signifying  their  sentiments  to  be  the  same  with  what  Report anent 

°       J      °  the  expence 

is  exprest  in  that  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  trustees,  with  0f  the  flax 

this    further   observe,    that    the    arrear    of   bounty   therein    mentioned,  ffishin,r.ening 

amounting  to  £40,000  sterling,  is  due  to  the  adventurers  in  Scotland, 

and  that  the  debentures  issued  therefore  always  sell  at  great  discount, 

which  is  a  considerable  discouragement  to  the  herring  fishery. 

Follows  the  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  board  of 
trustees  addressed  to  the  Right  Honble.  the  Lord  Provost  of 
Edinburgh. 

Trustees'  Office,  Edinburgh,  August  1767. 

My  Lord, — The  trustees  have  carefully  considered  the  papers  from 
the  board  of  trade  concerning  the  company  established  by  the  King  of 
Denmark  at  Altona  for  carrying  on  the  herring  fishery.  As  your 
lordship  was  to  lay  this  matter  before  the  convention  of  royal  boroughs, 
who  was  not  to  meet  for  some  time  after  you  produced  these  papers 
to  the  trustees,  they  thought  it  proper  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
that  delay  to  make  themselves  the  more  masters  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  herring  fishery,  by  making  enquiries  at  their  officers  and  others 
of  great  experience  in  the  fishery. 

For  some  years  past  very  great  shoals  of  herring  have  been 
upon  the  coasts  of  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  that  so  close  to  the  shoar 
that  they  are  taken  easily,  and  at  small  expence,  by  small  boats  and 
draught  netts.  This  has  enabled  the  Swedes  and  Danes  totally  to 
cut  the  Scotch  out  of  the  Baltic  and  Hamburg  mercates,  and  the 
Dutch  fishery  is  also  thereby  very  much  reduced  ;  but  as  the  herrings 
are  not  accustomed  to  keep  always  by  the  same  shores,  tho'  they 
never  fail  to  come  annually  to  some  parts  of  the  coasts  of  the  Island 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  greater  or  lesser  numbers,  the  fishery 
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Edinburgh,     may    soon    become    less    considerable    on    the    coasts    of    Norway     and 
1767.  Sweden,    and   therefore    the    trustees    make    no    doubt    but   the    board 

of  trade  will  take  the  proper  stepts  to  procure  the  same  impartial 
regulations  to  be  observed  by  the  Danes  that  the  English  and  Dutch 
are  obliged  to  observe  at  the  port  of  Hamburg.  In  former  times 
the  exportation  of  herrings  to  the  Baltic  was  an  extensive  trade  in 
Scotland,  but  several  years  ago,  even  before  the  ffishing  became 
so  great  on  the  coasts  of  Norway  and  Sweden,  the  Swedes  laid 
a  duty  of  nine  shillings  per  barrel  on  herrings  imported  from  Britain. 
Our  foreign  markets  are  now  only  Ireland  and  the  Plantations,  and 
in  these  the  Swedes  and  Danes  interfere  very  much  with  us :  near 
20,000  barrels  were  exported  from  Hamburg  to  Ireland  in  each  of 
the  years  1764  &  1765,  which  were  from  thence  exported  to  the 
Plantations,  into  which  also  great  quantitys  were  smugled  throw  the 
Dutch  and  Danish  islands  of  St  Eustatia  and  Santo  Cruz.  To  prevent 
that  importation  into  Ireland,  it  is  much  wished  that  the  prohibition  of 
foreign  caught  herrings,  which  subsists  in  Britain,  was  extended  to 
Ireland,  or  that  a  duty  was  laid  on  equal  to  that  in  Sweden  of  nine 
shillings  per  barrel.  The  long  delay  of  the  payment  of  the  bountys 
granted  by  parliament  is  the  greatest  discouragement  to  the  herring 
fishery.  The  branches  of  customs  out  of  which  these  bountys  have 
hitherto  been  paid  prove  by  much  too  narrow  for  that  purpose,  so 
that  there  is  now  three  years'  bounty  owing  to  the  adventurers, 
amounting  to  upwards  of  £40,000.  This  has  obliged  some  to  give 
up  the  trade  and  discouraged  many  from  engaging  in  it,  and  unless 
proper  measures  be  taken  for  securing  the  regular  payment  of  these 
bountys,  the  British  herring  fishery  must  be  expected  to  decrease 
very  fast,  especially  when  both  the  Irish  and  Danes  are  encouraged 
by  publick  bountys.  The  trustees  desire  the  favour  of  your  lordship 
to  transmitt  this  letter  along  with  your  other  returns  to  the  board 
of  trade,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  esteem  and  respect, 
my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  &  most  humble  servt., 

(Signed)     Da.  Flint,  secretary. 
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Copy   of  the  letter  wrote  by  Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  as  preeses  of  the   Edinburgh, 
annual    committee,    to    John    Pownall,    Esqr.,    secretary    to    the   |^fi7 
honble.  board  of  trade  and  plantations,  on  the  above  subject. 

Edinburgh,  15th  October  1767. 

Sir, — I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  6th  current.  Since  I  wrote 
you  last,  I  communicated  to  the  trustees  for  improvement  of  manu- 
factures &  fisherys  in  Scotland  the  papers  transmitted  me  in  relation 
to  the  Danish  fishery,  and  had  several  long  conferences  with  them  upon 
the  subject  matter.  I  likewise  communicated  these  to  the  convention 
of  royal  boroughs  held  in  July  last,  who,  after  considering  the  same, 
referr'd  to  a  committee  to  draw  up  their  oppinion,  and  to  transmitt 
the  same  to  your  honble.  board.  It  hath  happened  that  most  of 
the  members  of  that  committee  have  been  in  the  country,  so  that 
I  could  not  procure  their  meeting  together  here  sooner.  This  day 
they  took  that  matter  under  serious  consideration,  and  having 
attentively  perused  the  inclosed  letter  from  the  trustees,  dated  in 
August  last,  they  agreed  perfectly  in  the  same  sentiments  with  them, 
and  desired  me  to  acquaint  your  honble.  board  to  look  upon  this 
letter  of  the  trustees  as  the  sentiments  of  the  royal  boroughs 
in  Scotland. 

All  they  had  further  to  observe  on  the  matter  was  that  the 
arrear  of  bounty,  amounting  to  upwards  of  £40,000  sterl.,  was  due  to 
the  adventurers  in  Scotland,  and  that  the  debentures  issued  for  these 
bountys  always  sold  at  great  discount,  which  is  a  considerable 
discouragement  to  the  herring  fishery. 

I  shall  think  it  an  honour  at  all  times  to  execute  the  commands 
of  the  honble.  board  of  trade  &  plantations,  and  I  am,  with  great 
respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  servant, 

(Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preeses. 
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Edinburgh.  2   December   1767. 

2  December 

r767. Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  preeses  ;  Edinburgh,  John  Learmonth,  John 

Milne,  &  Charles  Houison ;  Bruntisland,  James  Stuart ;  Dumfermling, 
Alexander  Hart ;  Inverness,  John  Frazer ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan ; 
Queensferry,  George  Chalmers. 

The  agent  The    which    day    there    was    presented    to   the   annual    committee 

Messrs  Ross     the  copy  of  a  paragraph  contained  in  a  letter  wrote  by  Henry  Davidson, 
*  Davi^son      for    himself    and    his    partner,    George    Ross,    the    boroughs'    agent    at 

'-Ml,  1  ,JS«  *-G. 

London,  to  Mr  John  Davidson,  writer  to  the  signet  here,  signifying 
that  they  have  received  from  Mr  Ellis,  agent  for  the  linen  board  of 
Ireland,  the  sum  of  ninety  pounds  sterling,  which,  with  the  sum 
of  thirty  pounds  laid  out  by  him  in  sol lici ting  the  late  act  of  parliament 
for  laying  additional  dutys  on  the  importation  of  foreign  linens  and 
granting  an  encouragement  for  promoting  the  further  culture  of  flax 
and  hemp  in  Britain,  makes  up,  within  a  triffle,  the  one  half  of  the  total 
expence,  amounting  to  two  hundred  &  forty  pounds  four  shillings  and 
twopence,  laid  out  by  him  &  due  to  the  said  George  Ross  and  Henry 
Davidson  for  solliciting  that  affair,  and  which  half  Mr  Ellis  on  account 
of  his  said  constituents  formerly  agreed  with  Messrs  Neill  M'Viccar 
and  Walter  Biggar  to  pay  ;  so  that  now,  after  further  deducting  the 
sum  of  live  pounds  five  shillings  formerly  paid  in  to  the  saids  Messrs 
Ross  and  Davidson  in  part  by  Mr  M'Viccar  and  Biggar  as  credited  in 
their  accompt,  there  still  remains  a  ballance  due  them  by  the  boroughs 
of  one  hundred  &  fourteen  pounds  nineteen  shillings  &  two  pence 
sterling ;  this  sum  the  annual  committee,  by  virtue  of  the  powers 
vested  in  them  by  the  last  annual  convention,  hereby  authorize  and 
appoint  the  agent  for  the  boroughs  to  pay  in  to  the  said  Mr  John 
Davidson,  who  is  impowered  to  receive  and  discharge  the  same,  and 
that  in  full  of  what  is  due  to  Messrs  Ross  and  Davidson  for  solliciting 
that  act  of  parliament,  and  the  agent  to  charge  the  same  in  his  next 
accompts  to  the  boroughs,  for  the  doing  which  this  with  Mr  Davidson's 
discharge  shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant. 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  281 

[Agent  to  pay  Messrs  M'Viccar  &  Biggar  £130  ster.  .  .  .]  Edinburc.fi. 

2  December 
1767. 


17   December   1767. 

Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Edinburgh,  John  Learmonth  &  Sederunt. 
John  Milne;  Ayr,  Andrew  Hunter;  Bruntisland,  James  Stuart; 
In  verkei  thing,  George  Cock  burn  ;  Dingwall,  William  M'Kenzie  ;  North 
Berwick,  William  Hogg ;  Dumi'ermling,  Alexander  Hart ;  Inverness, 
John  Fraser  ;  Queensferry,  George  Chalmers  ;  Dornoch,  John  M'Kenzie  ; 
Anstr.  Easter,  James  Ferguson ;  Forres,  Lauchlan  Grant ;  Coupar, 
Alexander  Cuningham. 

The   which   day   it  was  represented  that  as   the  bounty   of  forty   Application 
shillings    per     ton     granted     by    parliament    to    the    ouners    of    ships   menTa'nent 

employed    in    catching   whales   in    the   Greenland    seas    expires    at  the  *ne  whale 

...  P    bounty, 

end    of   this   present    session   of   parliament,    unless   a   renewal  thereof 

can  be  obtained,  there  was  reason  to  fear  this  valuable  branch  of 
commerce  will  be  lost,  a  trade  whereby  this  country  have  not  only 
supplyed  themselves  in  a  great  measure  with  whale  bone  &  oil, 
for  which  Great  Britain  used  to  pay  large  sums  annually  to 
the  Dutch,  but  likewise  of  considerable  importance  in  the  carrying  on 
other  branches  of  trade  and  manufactures.  That  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment the  boroughs  along  with  those  interested  in  England  petitioned 
the  House  of  Commons  for  the  continuation  of  this  bounty,  and  tho'  the 
consideration  of  it  was  then  delayed,  yet  there  was  reason  to  apprehend 
if  the  boroughs  &  those  concerned  in  England  were  to  renew  their 
applications  that  the  parliament,  in  order  to  preserve  to  the  nation 
so  valuable  a  branch  of  commerce,  would  probably  be  inclined  to  grant 
a  prolongation  of  that  bounty,  without  which,  for  many  obvious  reasons, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  on  that  trade.  All  which  being  con- 
sidered by  the  annual  committee,  and  the  draught  of  an  application 
praying  for  a  continuance  of  this  bounty  being  produced  &  read,  they 
unanimously  approve  thereof,  and  appoint  the  same  to  be  recorded  after 
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Edinburgh. 

17  December 
1767. 

Application 
to  parlia- 
ment anent 
the  whale 
bounty. 


the  minutes  of  this  sederunt,  and  then  the  preeses  to  sign  and  transniitt 
the  same  to  Mr  Couts,  member  for  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  by  him 
laid  before  the  House  of  Commons  along  with  those  intended  to  be 
presented  by  the  English  adventurers  in  the  Greenland  fishery ;  and 
further,  they  appoint  him  to  write  to  the  boroughs'  representatives 
in  parliament,  &  to  enclose  to  each  of  them  a  copy  of  the  forsaid 
petition,  requesting  their  countenance  and  aid  in  support  thereof, 
declaring  whatever  expence  may  be  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  matter  that  the  same  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  adventurers 
in  the  above  fishing,  and  of  which  they  become  bound  to  releave 
the  boroughs. 


Follows  the  copy  of  the  petition  appointed  to  be  recorded 
by  the  preceeding  minute. 

To  the  honble.  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  assembled, 
the  Petition  of  the  Royal  Boroughs  of  Scotland,  met  at  Edinbr. 
the  seventeen  day  of  December  seventeen  hundred  &  sixty- 
seven  years. 

Humbly  sheiveth, — 

That  the  bounty  of  forty  shillings  p.  ton  granted  by  parliament 
on  all  ships  employed  in  catching  whales  in  the  Greenland  seas 
expires  at  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  parliament. 

That  this  branch  of  commerce  your  petitioners  humbly  presume 
to  think  is  an  object  of  great  national  importance,  as  we  thereby 
in  a  great  measure  supply  ourselves  with  whale  bone  and  oil,  for 
which  articles  till  lately  Great  Britain  has  paid  large  sums 
annually  to  the  Dutch,  and  which  we  must  again  pay  to  them  or 
others  to  a  very  great  extent  if  ever  this  trade  is  discontinued  in 
Britain.  The  cheapness  of  train  oil  for  burning  is  of  great 
consequence    to    the    poor    of   Great   Britain,   and   as  it   is   much    used 
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for    lisrht,  some   of   our    most   important    manufactures    must    in    some   Edinburgh. 

.17  December 
degree  be  affected  by  its  dearness  or  cheapness.     It  is  more  immediatly    1767. 

of  consequence  in  those   trades   where   it  is  used  to  a  great  extent  as 

a  part  of  the  manufacture,  such  as  soap  boiling,  currying  and  dressing 

of    leather,   &ce. ;    upon    this   branch   of    commerce    also   depend   many 

tradesmen,  as    carpenters,   rope   and   sailmakers,   coopers,    smiths,    ship 

chandlers,  &ce.,  who  are  employed   in   the  outtitts  of  the  ships  in  the 

Greenland    trade.     The   bounty  upon  this   trade  is    an    encouragement 

to    the   most  useful!   industry,  as   all   the  oil  and   bone  got  in   it  is  a 

real  gain   to  the  nation,  and  if  not  got  by  the  British  fishers  must  be 

paid  for  at  a  very  high  and  advanced   rate  to  other  nations,  who  can 

afford  to  carry  on  the  trade  to  great  advantage  owing  to  the  cheapness 

of   all    the    necessarys   expended  in  it,  the   dutys  upon  them   being  so 

moderate   as   to   affect   their   prices    but   litle,   whereas   in    Britain    the 

dutys    being    higher,     the    prices    are    thereby    greatly    advanced,    and 

require  a  bounty   to   put  the   British   fishers  on  a  footing  with  them. 

It   is   humbly   presumed   that  these  considerations  are  worthy   of   the 

attention   of   parliament,   more   especially   as   this    trade    promotes    the 

encrease  of  our  shiping,  and  proves   a  nursery  for  a  body  of  seamen 

uncommonly  hardy,  who  in  the  event  of  any  sudden  rupture    among 

the    powers   of    Europe    can    be    called   out    to   the   immediate    service 

of  their  country  for  mailing  his  Majestie's  ships. 

That  the  shortness  of  the  time  granted  for  the  continuance  of 
the  bounty  by  the  last  act  of  parliament  it  is  believed  has  chequed 
the  encrease  of  this  fishery,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  if  this 
bounty  is  not  renewed  that  this  valuable  branch  of  trade  will  be 
entirely  discontinued,  and  consequently  all  the  money  expended  in 
fitting  out  those  vessels  now  employed  in  it  by  different  adventurers 
in  both  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  will  not  only  be  lost  by  them 
and  rendered  useless  to  the  publick,  but  those  important  objects 
already  mentioned  of  encreasing  and  employing  our  seamen,  serving 
the    poor    with    a    cheap    and    usefull    light,    employing    our    manu- 
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Edinburgh,     factures   and   supplying'   oui-selves   at  the  cheapest  rate  and  means  of 

17  December  . 

1767.  British    industry    with    the   valuable   produce   of   this    fishery    will    be 

entirely  lost. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  this  honourable  House 
to  take  the  premisses  into  their  consideration,  and  to 
do  in  it  as  to  their  wisdoms  shall  seem  meet. 

(Signed)       Gilb.  Laurie,  preeses. 


Copy  of  the  letter  wrote  to  James  Coutts,  Esqr. 

Sir, — By  appointment  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland,  I  here 
inclose  you  a  petition  to  parliament  praying  for  a  renewal  of  the 
whale  fishing  bounty.  The  boroughs  desire  that  you  will  present 
the  petition  to  the  House,  and  as  they  consider  the  success  of  it  as 
an  affair  of  national  importance,  they  hope  for  your  best  aid  & 
assistance  to  support  and  obtain  the  prayer  of  it.  You  will  please 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  petition  to  me  that  I  may 
communicate  the  same  to  the  first  meeting  of  the  boroughs.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  of  your  success  in  this  affair, — &  I  am,  sir,  your 
most  humble  servt.,  (Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  p. 


Copy  of  the  letters  wrote  to  the  boroughs'  representatives 
in  parliament. 

Sir,— I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
petition  from  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  to  be  presented  to 
parliament  praying  a  renewal  of  the  bounty  to  ships  employed  in 
the  Greenland  whale  fishing  trade.  As  the  boroughs  consider  the 
success  of  the  petition  to  be  of  importance  to  the  nation,  they  hope 
for  your  support  and  aid  in  the  House  to  obtain  the  prayer  of  it. 
— I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  p. 
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13   January    1768.  Edinburgh. 

13  January 

Gilbert    Laurie,    Esqr.,     preeses ;    Edinburgh,    John     Learmonth ;   1"(i8- 

Elgin,  Mr  Cosmo  Gordon  ;  North  Berwick,  William  Hogg  ;  Kilrenny, 
William  Alexander ;  Sanquhar,  George  Clerk  Maxwell ;  Queensferry, 
George  Chalmers ;  Inverbervie,  Mr  John  Douglas  ;  Stranraer,  Ebenezer 
M'Culloch. 

The  which  day  the  preeses  laid  before  the  committee  a  letter  Anent  the 
from  Mr  Coutts,  member  of  parliament  for  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  parlia- 
informing  that  by  the  time  the  petition  of  the  royal  boroughs,  praying  inent  *"'' 
a  renewal  of  the  whale  bounty,  came  to  his  hand,  the  parliament  the  whale 
had  adjourned  for  the  Christmas  holy  days,  and  were  not  to  meet  )0un  J' 
till  the  fourteenth  instant,  so  that  he  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
presenting  that  application  to  the  House  before  their  recess,  but 
that  he  had  waited  on  the  chancellor  of  exchequer,  and  was  sorry 
to  find,  from  the  conversation  that  past,  he  could  not  flatter  the 
boroughs  with  hopes  of  success,  several  objections  having  been  started 
against  it,  but  which  no  doubt  the  adventurers  interested  in  that 
trade  would  endeavour  to  obviat ;  at  the  same  [time],  as  there  appeared 
to  him  a  mistake  in  the  boroughs'  petition  with  respect  to  the  time 
of  the  expiring  of  the  bounty,  which  does  not  take  place  till  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  parliament,  he  would  therefore  delay  the 
presenting  thereof  till  such  time  as  either  another  copy  of  the  petition 
was  sent  him,  or  directions  as  to  the  presenting  of  the  former.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  committee,  they  appoint  their  preeses  to 
write  Mr  Coutts  desiring  he  would  give  in  the  petition  already  sent, 
either  as  it  now  stands,  or,  before  presenting  thereof,  to  rectify  the 
small  mistake  he  mentions,  as  he  may  judge  proper ;  and  at  the  same 
time  to  inform  that  the  committee  are  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
adventurers  in  the  Greenland  fishery  in  this  part  of  the  country 
with  respect  to  the  objections  he  mentions  to  have  been  stated 
against  the  renewal  of  that  bounty,  and  should  as  soon  as  possible 
inform  him  as  to  the  result  of  their  deliberations  on  that  subject. 
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Edinburgh.  The  same  day  the  committee  having  considered  the  34th  act  of 

1768.  the    last    convention    anent    the    establishment    of   a   navigable    canal 

Anent  the        between  the   Friths   of   Forth   and  Clyde,  for  the  obtaining1  an  act  of 

canal 

between  the     parliament    for    the     making    whereof    a    petition    has    already    been 

Clyde  *"  presented     to    the     House    of    Commons    by    the    subscribers    to    that 

undertaking,  and  being  informed  that  a  meeting  of  these   subscribers 

have   impowered    Mr  George   Chalmers   to  repair  to  London  not   only 

to  solicit  that  act  of  parliament  and   obviate  such  objections  as  may 

be  made  thereto,  but  likewise  to  endeavour  by  the  interest  of  persons 

in    power    to    obtain    the    aid    of    government   in   order    to    lessen    the 

lockage  duty,    and    procure   additional   subscriptions   for  carrying  into 

execution    this    usefull    and     beneficial     undertaking ;    the    committee 

therefore  recommend   to   the  particular  committee   named   by  the  last 

convention    to    endeavour    to    meet    with    the   boards   of   trustees,   and 

in  concert  with,  them  to  take  such  measures  as  shall  be  judged  most 

proper  for  obtaining  the   different   purposes   mentioned   in    the   forsaid 

act  of  convention ;   and   further,  they  authorize  their  preeses  to  write 

to     the     boroughs'     representatives     in     parliament     requesting     their 

countenance    and    aid    in    carrying    thorough    the    House    the    bill    for 

making  this  intended  navigation. 


Copy  of  the  letter  wrote  Mr  Coutts  anent  the  renewal  of  the 
whale  bounty  in  consequence  of  the  foregoing  minute. 

Edinbr.,  13th  January  1768. 

Sir,— Your  letter  of  the  first  instant,  in  relation  to  the  applica- 
tion from  the  boroughs  to  pai-liament  for  a  renewal  of  the  whale 
bounty,  I  this  day  laid  before  their  annual  committee,  who  observe 
what  you  mention  as  to  the  objections  started  against  it  by  the 
chancellor  of  exchequer,  and  the  seeming  mistake  in  the  term 
of  the  expiring  of  the  present  bounty.  By  their  desire  I  am  now 
to    request    that    you    will    present    their    petition    either    as    it    now 
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stands,  or,  before  giving  it  in,  that  you  rectify  the  above  mentioned  Edinburgh. 
small  mistake  (if  there  be  one),  as  you  shall  judge  proper,  only  it  is  {^ 
wished  &  expected  that  it  be  immediatly  laid  before  the  House. 
I  have  likewise  to  inform  you  that,  by  directions  from  the  com- 
mittee, I  am  to  communicate  your  letter  to  me  to  the  adventurers 
in  the  Greenland  fishery  in  this  country  with  respect  to  the  objections 
raised  against  the  renewall  of  that  bounty,  and  I  will  as  soon  as 
possible  acquaint  you  with  the  result  of  their  deliberations  on  that 
subject.  In  the  meantime,  I  find  the  adventurers  here  think  that 
the  petition  of  itself  contain  sufficient  arguments  to  answer  any 
objections  which  may  be  made  to  the  prayer  of  it,  and  that  it  will 
at  least  be  strenuously  supported  by  all  the  members  to  whom  it 
has  been  recommended. — I  am,  &ce. 

To  James  Coutts,  Esqr. 

Copy  letters  to  the  boroughs'  representatives  in  parliament  anent 
the  bill  for  making  the  canal. 

Sir, — The  general  convention  of  royal  boroughs  at  their  meeting 
in  July  last  resolved  to  make  application  to  the  right  honble.  the 
lords  of  the  treasury  and  other  persons  in  power  at  London  for 
such  aid  out  of  the  forfieted  estates  in  Scotland  as  would  enable 
the  subscribers  for  the  canal  between  the  Forth  &  Clyde  to  carry 
it  throw  at  ten  feet  deep,  and  at  one  penny  a  ton  per  mile  lockage. 
The  subscribers  are  resolved  to  apply  also  for  this  aid,  in  which 
they  are  supported  by  a  great  number  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
in  the  country,  and  they  have  appointed  George  Chalmers  to  go  to 
London  and  assist  in  solliciting  for  this  and  other  matters  relatino; 
to  the  canal.  I  am  instructed  by  the  annual  committee  of  royal 
boroughs  to  request  the  favour  of  your  interest  and  assistance  for 
obtaining  the  aid  abovementioned,  which  the  convention  judged  to 
be  a  matter  of   the  greatest  importance  to  the  commercial  and  other 
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Edinburgh,     interest  of  this  country,  and  your  complyance  will    be  doing  a   great 
1768.  service    to    the     country    in    general,   and   especially   to    the    state    of 

boroughs.  At  same  time  the  committee  do  not  mean  to  do  any  thing 
by  which  the  canal  bill  now  depending  in  parliament  may  be  in  the 
least  retarded  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  hope  you  will  do  every  thing 
in  your  power  to  forward  it  this  present  session  of  parliament.  1 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &ce. 


Commission 
to  Mr 
Chalmers 
anent  the 
canal. 


14  January  1768. 

Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Edinbr.,  John  Learmonth ;  Brunt- 
island,  James  Stuart ;    Queensferry,  George  Chalmers. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  34th  act  of  the  last  general 
convention  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  the  boards  of  trustees  for  improvement  of  manufactures  & 
annexed  estates,  in  order  to  carry  in  to  execution  the  plan  proposed 
of  making  a  navigable  cutt  or  canal  between  the  Friths  of  Forth 
and  Clyde,  having  in  consequence  of  the  recommendation  from  the 
annual  committee  of  yesterday's  date  waited  on  the  board  of  trustees 
this  day  for  that  purpose  and  laid  the  minute  of  last  convention 
before  them,  the  trustees  in  general  approved  of  the  resolutions 
taken  to  obtain  said  navigable  canal  in  a  proper  manner ;  but  as  they 
only  acted  in  matters  of  this  kind  by  applications  to  the  King,  it 
was  improper  for  them  to  take  any  part  in  conjunction  with  the 
royal  boroughs,  but  in  their  next  report  to  his  Majesty  they  would 
represent  the  carrying  this  canal  in  to  execution  as  a  matter  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  interest  of  the  United  Kingdoms.  The 
committee  having  afterwards  resumed  the  consideration  of  this  matter, 
were  of  opinion  that  if  publick  aid  or  other  means  could  be  obtained 
for  making  a  canal  of  ten  feet  deep  and  lowering  the  lockage  duty 
to  one  penny  per  ton  per  mile,  it  would  be  of  great  consequence 
to  the  trade  and  interest  of  this  kingdom ;  and  seeing  the  general 
meeting  of   the  subscribers  here  have  appointed  Mr  George  Chalmers 
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to    20    to    London    for    these    purposes,    the    committee,    by    virtue    of   Edinburgh. 

•  •  ,     •  ,  f  ,  i-  lI      ■  j.i  -j     14  January 

the    powers    vested    in    them    by    the    convention,    authorize    the    said   1768. 

Mr    George     Chalmers    to    sollicite    publick    aid    by    applying    to    the  Commission 

lords    of    the    treasury    or    otherways,   and    likewise    to    endeavour    to  Chalmers 

procure     further    subscriptions    for    the    purposes    abovementioned,    it  c"nai 

being  always   understood   as  the   opinion   of    this  committee  that  the 

bill  shall  be  carried  thorough   this  present  session  of  parliament,  and 

that   nothing   shall    be    done    by  Mr   Chalmers   to    obstruct  the    same, 

and  furder,  that  no  expence  shall  be  incurred  to  the  royal   boroughs  ; 

and    appoint   the   clerks    to    the    boroughs    to    give    Mr    Chalmers    an 

extract    of   this    present    resolution    of    the    committee   together     with 

an  extract  of  the  act  of   convention  relative  thereto. 


Copy  letter  wrote. 


12  February  1768. 


Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Edinburgh,  John  Learmonth  &  John   Sederunt. 
Milne ;    Dumfermling,  Alexander  Hart ;  Kilrenny,  William  Alexander  ; 
Coupar,  Alexander  Cunningham ;    Sanquhar,    George    Clerk    Maxwell ; 
Stranraer,  Ebenezer  M'Culloch  ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan. 

The    which   day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the    committee   Petn.  for  the 
a  memorial  for   sundry   makers   and   dealers   in   linen,    for    themselves  ijnen  anenfc 
and    others    in   that    trade,    representing    the    grivances    under    which   ,th?11,!SJen 
they    labour,  owing  in  the  first  place  to  the  high  dutys  paid  on  ashes, 
soap,  stearch,  and  blew  used  in  bleaching  their  linens  and  thread,  and 
praying  the  committee  would  endeavour  to  obtain  a  drawback  of  these 
dutys  in  so  far  as  the  ashes,  &ce.,  are  consumed  in  the  manufacture ; 
and  further,  representing  some  hardships  the  trade  suffers  by  the  present 
method  of  carrying  on    business    in    the    Edinbmgh   Linen    Hall,   and 
praying  the  committee   would   apply  to  the  trustees  in  order  to  have 
these   rectifyed.      Which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  they  are 
of  opinion  that  if  these  drawbacks  could  be  obtained  it  would  prove 
s 
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Edinburgh,     of   the   greatest  advantage   to   the    linen    trade    of    this    country ;    but 
1768.  with   respect  to   the   other  points    mentioned  in   the   memorial,   as   the 

Petn.  for  the    committee   are   not   fully   ascertained   how   the    facts    stand    in    regard 

dealers  in 

linen  anent      to    the    linen     hall,    they    therefore    appoint    their    clerk    to    transmitt 
hill  &ce  ^his   memoi'ial   to   the   secretary  of  the   board  of  trustees,  desiring  he 

would  lay  the  same  immediatly  before  the  board  and  let  the  com- 
mittee know  their  sentiments  on  the  subject  matter  thereof,  so  as 
the  committee  may  then  proceed  to  consider  of  the  grivances 
complained  of,  and  which  was  transmitted  accordingly. 


Edinburgh. 
12  July  1768. 
Sederunt. 


General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 

12  July   1768. 


Preeses 
chosen. 


1.  The  which  day  the  convention  unanimously  elect  Gilbert 
Laurie,  Esqr.,  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their 
preeses  during  the  sitting  of  the  convention,  who  being  present 
accepted  of  the  office  and  gave  his  oath  cle  ftdeli,  he  being  formerly 
qualify VI  to  his  Majesty  King  George  the  Third  as  the  law  directs. 


[2.   2d  article  of   the   missive   read, 
missions.       4.     Commissions     approven. 
6.  Act  of  convn.  read.] 


3.  Committee  to  revise  com- 
5.     Commissions     approven. 


Trustees'  <fe  7.  The    same    day    there    was    presented    to    the    convention    by 

*eo.  inness     j^y^  Flint,  secretary  to  the  commissioners  and  trustees  for  improve- 

reports  J  *■ 

presented.  ment  of  fisherys  and  manufactures  in  Scotland,  a  copy  of  the  report 
made  to  his  Majesty  at  Christmas  last ;  as  also  George  limes,  deputy 
receiver    general,  gave   in   an   accompt   of  the  payments  made   by  the 
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Ktill 

ly  1768. 


receiver  general,  pursuant   to    precepts  issued    upon  him   by  the  saids  Edinbuki 

commissioners    and   trustees,   from   25th   December    1 76(3    to    the    25th  

December    1767,  both  which  were  ordered  to   lye  upon  the    table    for 
the  perusal  of  the  members. 

Eo.  die  post  meridiem. 

[8.  Commissions  approven.] 

9.  The  same   day  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  committee  being   Proceedings 

read,  the  convention  approve  of  the  same  ;  upon  which  the  commissioner  committee 

from  the  burgh  of  St  Andrews  took  notice  that  Messrs  Neil  M'Viccar  »PProycn,  & 
°  committee  to 

and  Walter   Biggar  had  with   great  activity    and    spirit    solicited   and  consider  of  a 

procured  from  the  legislature  some   valueable   encouragements    to    the  fo  Messrs 

linen   trade   of  this   country,  &  important  to   this  part  of   the  United   M'Viccar  & 

"  .  l  r  Biggar. 

Kingdom  ;  he  observed  that  they  were  only  reimbursed  of  the  expences 

laid    out,    but   his    situation    as    member    of    parliament    at    that    time 

made  him  extremely  sensible  of  the  uncommon  assiduity  and  fidelity 

of    these    gentlemen    in    executing    the    commission    with    which    they 

were  entrusted,  and  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  encourage 

the    like    care    and    attention     in     other    affairs    of    consequence     to 

the    interest    of     the    state    of    burrows,   and    therefore     moved     that 

they    should    not    only  have    the  thanks    of    the   convention  for    their 

conduct    in    that   affair,   but   some   decent   gratification   as   a  testimony 

of    the    sense     the     burrows     had     of     the    great    services    they     had 

done    their    country     in    the     matter.       Which     being    considered     by 

the    convention,    they    appoint    the    commissioners    for    the    burghs    of 

Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  St  Andrews, 

Glasgow,  Ayr,  Haddingtoun,  Coupar,   Brechin,   Aberbrothock,    Dunbar, 

Dumfermling,  and  Queensferry  as  a  committee  to  meet   to-morrow  at 

ten    o'clock    forenoon    in    this    place    to    consider    of   that   matter,   and 

report  their  opinion  to  the  meeting  of  the  convention  to-morrow. 

10.  The    same    day   there    was    laid    before   convention   an   act   of 
the  town  council  of  the  burgh  of  Coupar,  craving  that  the  convention 
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Edinburgh. 
12  July  1768. 
Petition  for 
Con par 
remitt  to 
the  annual 
committee. 


Agent's 

accots. 

presented. 


Remitt  to  a 
committee  to 
consider  the 
missive. 


Petition  tor 
Inver- 
keithing 
rem. 


would  interpone  their  authority  in  order  to  fix  and  ascertain  the 
qualifications  of  the  gild  brethern  and  the  proper  plan  of  electing 
the  dean  of  gild  in  time  coming,  together  with  a  petition  from  the 
council  of  the  said  burgh  relative  to  that  affair,  and  the  opinion  of 
a  lawyer  advised  for  the  gildry  containing  answers  to  the  said 
petition,  and  also  an  act  of  the  gildry  pointing  out  their  interest 
in  that  matter,  with  a  caveat  entered  that  they  should  be  fully 
heard  before  any  determination  made  by  the  convention.  All  which 
being  considered,  and  the  convention  being  of  opinion  that  this  affair 
is  not  ripe  for  an  immediate  determination,  they  recommitt  this 
affair  of  the  burgh  of  Coupar  relative  to  the  alteration  of  their 
gildry  to  the  annual  committee,  and  they  to  report  to  the  next 
convention. 

11.  The  same  day  the  agent  presented  his  accompts  of  unfree 
trade  and  missive  dues,  together  with  a  list  of  arrears  of  missive 
dues ;  the  convention  remitt  the  same  to  the  commissioners  for  the 
burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  &  St  Andrews  as 
a  committee  to  meet  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock  and  to  audite  these 
accompts,  and  report  to  the  ensueing  diet  of  the  convention. 

12.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  taken  under  their 
consideration  the  annual  missive,  and  it  being  observed  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  make  some  improvement  of  the  same,  and  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  make  some  alteration  with  respect  to  the  platform 
regulating  the  form  of  commissions  to  the  convention  of  boroughs, 
they  remitt  the  same  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  on  the 
affair  of  Messrs  M'Viccar  and  Biggar,  together  with  the  commissioners 
for  the  burghs  of  Anstr.  Easter  and  Inverkeithing,  and  they  to 
report  to  the  convention  with  their  first  conveniency. 

13.  The  same  day  there  was  read  in  the  convention  a  petition 
from  the  burgh  of  Inverkeithing,  representing  that  from  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  said  burgh  for  some  years  past  their  harbour 
had  fallen  into   decay,  and  tho'  it  would  take  more  expence  to  repair 
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than  their  revenue  could  well  bear,  yet  they  did  not  mean  to  trouble  Edinburgh. 
the  convention  on  that  account,  but  to  take  notice  that  the  pier  at  ]>utjtj,m  for. 
the    West    Ness   of  Inverkeithing,    which    was   a   safe   harbour    and   of  I»v<;>'- 

■     71  •  ,  •  keitning 

general  utility,  had  suffer d  greatly  by  the  violent  storms  last  winter,  rem. 
and  unless  repaired  this  season  would  become  totally  ruinous  ;  that 
the  publick  was  interested  in  repairing  this  harbour,  which  the 
burgh  was  unable  to  execute  out  of  their  own  funds  ;  that  so  far  as 
they  can  judge  from  their  own  knowledge  or  the  information  of  others 
it  would  require  at  least  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  sterling  to  put  it  in 
tollerable  order,  and  therefore  craving  the  aid  of  the  convention  for 
that  purpose.  Which  being  considered,  and  there  is  no  plan  or  estimate 
lodged  with  the  said  petition,  the  convention  delay  this  affair  until  1 
their  next  sederunt,  and  recommend  to  the  burgh  of  Inverkeithing  in 
the  mean  time  to  prepare  a  plan  and  estimate,  and  to  represent  to  the 
convention  how  much  the  burgh  is  willing  and  able  to  lay  out  for 
the  repairs  of  the  said  harbour  of  West  Ness. 

Edinbr.,   13th  July  1768. 

[14.    Agent's    accots.    appro ven.       15.     Agent's   accots.    approven. 
16.    Horning  agt.  deficients.       17.    Commissions  approven.] 

18.  The    same   day    the    committee    to    whom    it    was   remitt    to  Agent  to 

consider  what  gratification  should  be   given   to   Messrs  Niel    M'Viccar  M'viccarft 

and    Walter   Biggar    for    their    trouble    in    obtaining  the    late    act    of   Biggar  £200> 

°°_  ^  t  &  a  com- 

parliament  for  laying  on  certain  dutys  on  forreign  linen  and  obtaining  a  mittee  to 

bounty  for  the  culture  of  flax  in  this  kingdom,  reported  that  they  were  trustees  foi^a 

of  opinion  the  above  gentlemen  should  not  only  receive  the  thanks  of  farther 

°  .  gratification, 

the  convention,  but  that  the  agent  should  be  authorized  to  pay  to  each 

of    them    the   sum   of   one    hundred  pounds    sterling  for  their  trouble 

in  the  above   negotiation,  to   be   charged   on    the    next  year's   missive. 

Which   being  considered  by  the   convention,  they  approve  of  the  said 

report,  ordain  the  agent  to  make  payment  accordingly,  and  the  preeses 

in    name  of   the   convention    returned   thanks   to    these  gentlemen    for 
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Edinburgh. 
13  July  1768. 
Agent  to 
pay  Messrs 
M'Viccar  <fc 
Biggar  £2(M», 
&  a  com- 
mittee to 
apply  to  the 
trustees  for  a 
further 
gratification. 


Petitions  for 
the  Edinbr. 

linen  society 
&  others 
remitt  to  a 
committee. 


their  faithfull  services  in  that  important  affair ;  and  the  convention 
further  agree  to  recommend  to  the  board  of  trustees  for  fisheries 
and  manufactures  to  give  these  gentlemen  a  further  gratification 
for  their  good  services  in  that  affair,  and  appoint  the  commissioners 
for  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  St  Andrews ; 
Mr  Putney,  assessor  for  Forfar ;  the  commissioners  for  Kilrenny  & 
North  Berwick  ;  Mr  Alexander  Cuningham,  assessor  for  Coupar ; 
and  Baillie  Patrick  Miller,  or  any  three  of  them,  in  name  of  the 
convention  to  wait  of  the  board  of  trustees  for  that  purpose. 

[19.  Annual  committee  to  take  lord  advocate's  opinion  as  to 
the  missive.] 

20.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  conven- 
tion petitions  from  the  linen  society  at  Edinburgh,  the  manufacturers 
at  Duinfermling,  and  the  merchants  and  dealers  in  linen  at  Dundee, 
all  pointing  out  the  importance  of  the  linen  trade  to  this  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  the  necessity  of  speedily  applying  to  parliament 
for  renewal  of  the  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  the  coarser  kinds 
of  linen  manufactured  in  this  country,  which  expires  in  a  few  years, 
for  continuing  the  duty  on  foreign  linens  imported,  and  making 
further  improvements  in  the  laws  relative  to  that  valuable  branch 
of  trade,  and  for  ascertaining  what  share  of  the  bounty  for  promoting 
the  growth  of  hemp  and  flax  in  Great  Britain  should  be  alloted 
to  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  in  what  manner  the  same 
should  be  appropriated.  The  convention  considering  what  is  repre- 
sented in  the  above  petitions  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  this 
country,  do  therefore  remitt  the  same  to  the  commissioners  for  the 
burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  St  Andrews,  Glasgow, 
Air,  Montrose,  Kinghorn,  Coupar,  Brechin,  Irvine,  Anstr.  Easter, 
Pittenweem,  Dumfermling,  Selkirk,  Dunbar,  Aberbrothock,  Peebles, 
Banff*,  Forfar,  Kilrenny,  Queensferry,  Kirkwall,  Stranraer,  and 
Campbelltoun  as  a  committee  to  meet  at  the  riseing  of  this  diet 
of    the    convention,   and   to   report   with   their   first  conveniency   what 
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occurs  to  them  relative  to  that  matter  and  for  the  further  encourage-   Edinburgh. 
inent  &  improvement  of  the  linen  manufacture,  the  staple  commodity  - 
of  this   kingdom. 

21.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Glasgow  Committee 
represented  that  there  was  a  considerable  bounty  granted  by  law  for  tlie  affair  ot 
the   encouragement  of   the    herring  fishery,   that  there   was   arrears  of  the  llolinty 

°  °  on  the 

that  bounty  unpaid  up  to  the  amount  of  fourty  thousand  pounds  herring 
sterling  and  upwards,  which  proves  a  great  discouragement  to  that  IS  1D| 
branch  of  trade,  &  many  of  the  dealers  depending  on  the  bounty  & 
disappointed  of  their  share  of  it  being  unable  to  carry  on  the  business 
are  reduced  to  the  utmost  straits,  and  therefore  moved  the  convention 
to  take  that  matter  under  their  deliberation  immediatly.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  to  the  above  committee 
on  the  affair  of  the  linen  trade  to  consider  this  matter  and  report 
to  the  convention  what  in  their  opinion  is  the  most  proper  measure 
for  recovering  the  above  arrear  and  obtaining  punctual  payment  of 
the  annual  bounty  for  the  encouragement  of  the  herring  fishery 
in  time  coming,  and  the  regular  application  of  the  same. 

22.  The   same  day  Mr  Chalmers,   assessor    for  Queensferry,    gave  Report  by 
in   a  report   relative   to   the  canal    between   the    Friths    of   Forth   and  aneilt  the 
Clyde    and    with   respect    to   his    conduct   in    that    matter    at    London,  canal. 
and    referring    to    a   memorial,   which    was    not    produced ;    and    which 

report  bears  that  he,  Mr  Chalmers,  in  consequence  of  the  direction 
of  the  committee,  had  endeavour'd  to  do  all  he  could  at  London  in 
order  to  obtain  publick  aid  out  of  the  forfeited  estates  for  lowering 
the.  toll  and  encreasing  the  depth  of  the  canal ;  that  almost  all  the 
great  people  he  apply 'd  to,  particularly  the  English,  were  well 
disposed  to  giving  the  aid,  &  considered  the  navigation,  if  properly 
made,  as  a  great  object  for  the  three  kingdoms,  &  that  the  forfited 
estates  could  not  be  so  well  employed  otherwise ;  that  each  of  the 
lords  of  the  treasury  seperately  gave  favourable  answers ;  that  he 
had    prepared  a    memorial  to    be  presented    to   that  board,  a  cop}^    0f 
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Edinburgh,     which  he  delivered  to  each  of  the  lords,  and  one  was  herewith  produced, 
Report  by  ~  ^ut    ne   (^^  no^  Present   a   signed   copy   to  the   board  because  he  was 

Mr  Chalmers  too  late    of   going   up,   the   session   of    parliament  being    near  a   close, 
anent  the  .         ,  .  .  ,  , 

canal.  when    there    is    always    the    greatest    hurry    of  business,  and    people  s 

thoughts  and  attention  were  intirely  taken  up  with  the  elections, 
so  he  did  not  expect  the  board  could  at  that  period  have  full  time 
to  determine  in  the  affair,  and  further,  a  great  number  of  the 
subscribers,  being  noblemen  &  gentlemen  not  versant  in  trade,  thought 
when  he  went  up  first  that  an  application  at  that  time  might 
retard  the  passing  of  their  bill,  and  after  the  act  was  past  they 
thought  it  an  improper  time  to  apply  just  at  the  end  of  a  parliament, 
and  were  also  of  opinion  that  a  canal  of  seven  feet  deep  would  be 
sufficient,  owing,  as  he  supposes,  to  their  not  considering  the  matter 
fully,  or  not  sufficiently  understanding  what  would  best  accomodate 
the  trade  of  the  country,  for  he  cannot  but  beleive  they  all  wish  well 
to  it ;  that  in  this  situation  he  thought  it  would  be  better  that  they 
had  time  to  deliberate  more  fully  on  that  matter,  when  it  was 
probable  they  might  alter  their  opinion,  and  that  a  formal  application 
might  be  delayed  till  after  this  meeting  of  the  convention,  when  it 
might  come  to  new  resolutions  and  apply  with  more  vigour  & 
perhaps  on  a  more  extended  plan,  since  by  Mr  Smeaton's  last  survey 
and  report  there  now  appeared  to  be  a  great  superabundance  of 
water,  which  was  uncertain  at  the  time  of  the  last  convention  ;  that 
the  application  might  be  more  general  then,  also  from  this  country, 
and  the  petition  to  the  treasury  might  be  presented  by  some  person 
or  persons  of  high  rank  and  influence  which  might  give  it  the 
more  weight ;  that  he  had  corresponded  with  Dublin  and  Belfast, 
and  waited  on  many  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  who  have  large 
estates  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  found  them  very  well  disposed 
to  give  their  aid  and  assistance,  as  they  looked  upon  Ireland, 
especially  the  north  part  of  it,  to  be  much  interested  in  the  naviga- 
tion ;  that  he  had  applied  also  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  many 
other    persons    of    rank    and    influence    in    the    city   of    London,   and 
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found    a   very   good    disposition    to    co-operate   with    us,   only   in    that   Edinburgh. 
city  they   considered  the  canal   as  of  little  importance  to  their   trade   Report  by 
unless   the  water  was   deep ;    that  upon   the  whole   he   could    have  no   Mr  Chalmers 

1  l  anent  the 

douht  but  that  upon  an  early,  steady,  &  vigorous  application  from  canal. 
the  convention  this  season  an  aid  out  of  the  forfited  estates  would 
be  granted  sufficient  to  lower  the  toll  to  one  penny  pr.  ton,  and  to 
make  the  canal  at  least  of  the  depth  proposed  by  the  last  convention, 
but  in  his  humble  opinion  it  would  be  the  more  easily  obtained  if 
all  the  subscribers  to  the  canal  joined  in  the  application,  and  more 
people  of  rank  and  weight  from  this  country  exerted  themselves  in 
support  of  it.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
remitt  the  same  to  the  committee  immediatly  abovementioned  to 
meet  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock  forenoon,  and  they  to  report. 

23.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  convention  a  Petition  for 
petition  for  the  burgh  of  Banff,  representing  that  the  navigation  of  Banff  remitt 
the    Murray    Frith    was    of    great    consequence    to    the    trade    of    this  toacom" 

111  1  tuGG. 

kingdom ;  that  the  want  of  proper  harbours  where  ships  might 
find  shelter  in  stormy  weather  has  on  many  occasions  been  severely 
felt ;  that  a  harbour  on  the  west  side  of  the  Bay  of  Banff  would 
be  of  singular  service  to  trade  and  shipping,  the  situation  being 
centrical,  extremely  proper  for  a  harbour,  and  accessible  in  stormy 
weather ;  that  by  an  estimate  from  people  of  skill  it  appears  it 
would  require  £4000  sterling  to  execute  the  work  properly ;  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Banff  and  community  have  already 
subscrived  £2000,  but  without  further  aid  the  work  could  not  be 
carried  into  execution,  and  therefore  praying  the  convention  to  give 
such  encouragement  as  they  judge  meet  for  carrying  on  and  compleating 
an  undertaking  so  beneficial  to  the  publick.  Which  being  considered 
by  the  convention,  they  remitt  to  the  burghs  of  Aberdeen,  Elgin,  and 
Cullen  to  examine  the  facts  contained  in  the  said  petition,  and  to 
take  the  best  advice  relative  to  the  intended  harbour's  utility  it 
may  be  to  the  publick,  the  most  proper  plan  and  estimate  for  carrying 
the  same  into  execution,  and  to  report  to  the  next  convention. 


298 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Edinburgh. 
13  July  1768. 
Petition  for 
the  town 
of  Irving 
remit  to  a 
committee. 


24.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  a  petition  from  the  burgh 
of  Irvine,  setting-  furth  that  this  borough  had  for  a  long  time  been 
in  a  prosperous  way,  having  a  great  coal  trade  to  Ireland  and  other 
parts,  to  which  a  commodious  harbour  built  by  the  borough  at  a  great 
expence  very  much  contributed  ;  that  by  storms  and  high  floods  last 
winter  the  river  changed  its  course  and  broke  through  a  tract  of 
sandy  ground,  which  being  carried  down  by  the  current  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river  so  that  access  to  the  harbour  is  greatly  impeded  and 
much  choaked  up — there  is  also  iminent  danger  by  the  change 
of  the  course  of  the  river  of  the  quay  being  lost  altogether ; 
that  the  traders  in  coal,  by  being  long  detained  in  port,  are  unable 
to  carry  on  that  business,  and  obliged  to  leave  the  port  of  Irvine  to 
find  bread  for  their  familys  else  where ;  that  it  would  take  above 
one  thousand  pounds  sterling  to  repair  the  harbour  and  restore  it  to  its 
former  condition,  and  therefore  praying  the  aid  of  the  convention  for 
a  work  so  necessary  and  above  the  abilitys  of  the  burgh  of  Irvine 
to  perform,  together  with  which  petition  there  was  produced  a  plan 
and  estimate  of  the  intended  work.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  remitt  to  the  burghs  of  Glasgow,  Air,  Campbelltoun, 
and  Rothsay  to  enquire  into  the  facts  sett  furth  in  the  petition 
and  the  funds  belonging  to  the  burgh  of  Irvine,  and  to  report  to  the 
next  convention. 


Queensferry 
petition 
remit  to  a 
committee. 


25.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  read  a  petition 
from  the  burgh  of  Queensferry,  representing  when  the  tax  roll  was 
last  opened  they  were  possest  of  a  flourishing  trade,  having  no 
less  than  ten  sail  of  ships  belonging  to  the  borough,  whereas  now 
they  have  but  one  single  sloop,  and  therefore  praying  such  relief 
as  to  the  tax  roll  as  was  formerly  given  to  Anstr.  Easter  and 
Pittenweem  in  the  like  circumstances.  Which  being  considered  by 
the  convention,  they  remitt  to  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Dumfermling, 
and  Linlithgow  to  enquire  into  the  facts  sett  furth  in  the  petition, 
and  report  to  the  next  convention. 
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26.  The   same    da}'    the   petition   of   the   burgh   of   Inverkeithing,   Petition  for 
relative  to  the  repair  of  the  harbour  called  the  West  Ness,  was  again   kg^eh7„„ 
laid  before  the  convention,  together  with  a  plan  of  the   harbour   and 
estimate  of  the   repairs   now   produced.       All    which    being  considered 

by  the  convention,  they,  in  respect  that  the  application  was  not 
duely  notified  as  appointed  by  acts  of  convention,  decline  giving  any 
aid  for  carrying  on  that  work  at  this  time,  but  seeing  a  delay 
might  occasion  a  much  larger  expence,  they  therefore  recommend  to 
the  burgh  to  repair  the  harbour  without  delay,  and  to  lay  a  state 
of  the  expence  before  the  next  convention  in  order  to  obtain  such 
relief  as  upon  considering  the  whole  shall  appear  just  and  reasonable. 

27.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard   a   petition   from    Khkcaldie 
the   burgh   of   Kirkcaldie,  representing   that   they  had  formerly  about  r>eJir,ljt°t0  a 
thirty  ships  and  a  considerable  foreign  trade,  in  proportion  to  which  committee, 
they   were   rated   on   the   tax  roll,  but  for  many  years  their  trade  & 
shiping  have   been  on  a  declineing  state,   having  now  but  four  small 
vessells  and   the  trade  proportionally  decreased,  and  therefore  praying 

for  relief  upon  the  tax  roll  incase  the  same  shall  be  opened,  or  such 
other  aid  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  convention  shall  seem  meet.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  to  the  burghs  of 
Kinghorn,  Bruntisland,  and  Dysert  to  examine  into  the  facts  sett 
furth,  and  report  to  the  next  convention. 

28.  The  same  day  there  was  read  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants   Dalkeith  to 

of   Dalkeith,   setting   furth    that    they    had   many   years   ago   accepted   2s.  in  the 

of    the    communication    of    trade    as    a    burgh    of    regality,    and    were  £?* ro11'  *  , 

&  a       >/ '  B0  ness  to  be 

taxed    in    proportion    to    the    foreign    trade   which    they    then    carried   loaded  there- 
on,   and    which    they   are   by   no   means   now    in   a   condition   to   pay ; 
that    they   had   obtained    an   interim    relief   from  the    convention    last 
year  to  the  extent  of  ten  pounds  sterling  by    warrant    on    the    agent 
to    pay     that    sum     to    the    inhabitants,    and    a     recommendation     to 
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continued. 


Mr 
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committee. 


this  convention  to  relieve  the  inhabitants  of  ten  pounds  of  their 
year  stent,  and  therefore  praying-  an  abatement  in  their  annual  stent 
of  ten  pounds  sterling  or  such  other  relief  as  to  the  convention 
should  seem  meet.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  together 
with  the  procedure  had  in  this  affair  last  year,  and  that  in  so  far  as 
the)'  were  releived  the  burgh  of  Borrowstonness  was  to  be  burdened, 
and  rinding  that  Dalkeith  was  rated  in  the  tax  roll  at  four  shilling 
Scots  yearly,  the  convention  do  therefore  appoint  the  burgh  of 
Dalkeith  in  time  coming  to  be  rated  only  at  two  shilling  Scots  yearly, 
and  the  other  two  shilling  of  which  Dalkeith  is  eased  to  be  laid  on  the 
burgh  of  Borrowstonness  as  an  addition  to  their  tax  in  time  coming, 
which  their  trade  is  well  able  to  bear,  and  the  agent  to  charge  the 
saids  burghs  accordingly. 

29.  The  same  day  it  was  represented  by  a  member  that  the 
town  of  Falkirk  and  the  company  of  Carron  harbour  carried  on  a 
very  considerable  foreign  trade  and  could  well  bear  a  share  of  the 
tax  roll,  to  the  relief  of  other  towns  that  may  appear  over  charged. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remitt  to  their 
annual  committee  to  enquire  into  that  matter,  and  appoint  a  letter  in 
name  of  the  convention  to  be  transmitted  to  all  the  royal  boroughs 
desiring  them  to  give  notice  to  the  annual  committee  of  the  rise  of 
trade  of  any  of  the  burghs  in  their  several  nighbourhoods,  or  that 
may  consist  with  their  knowledge,  in  order  that  the  annual  committee 
may  prepare  a  report  on  the  whole  to  the  next  general  convention. 

•SO.  The  same  day  the  annual  missive  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  continue  the  same  in  all  its  heads  for  one  year 
longer,  and  likewise  the  tax  roll  as  it  now  stands  till  July   1769. 

31.  The  same  day  Mr  George  Chalmers  presented  to  the  conven- 
tion an  accompt  of  his  disbursements  and  expences  incurred  in 
repairing  to  London,  by  advice  of  the  annual  committee,  on  the 
affair  of  the  canal  between  the  Friths  of  Forth  and  Clyde, 
amounting    in    all    to    four    hundred    &    twenty-six     pounds    nineteen 
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shillings    sterl.     including    solicitor's    bill    and    other    charges;    and    it   Edinburgh. 

being  observed   by  some   members  of   the   convention   that  the  annual   ^ 

committee,   who   desired    Mr   Chalmers   to   repair  to   London,    were  by  Chalmers's 

accots. 
no    means     impowered     by    the    convention    to    lay    out    any    money   remitt  to  a 

relative  to  that  matter,  and  that  the  expence  disbursed  in  opposing  com,mttee- 
the  small  canal  originally  projected  ought  rather  to  be  charged  on  the 
subscribers  who  obtained  an  act  of  parliament  for  executing  a  canal 
on  a  larger  plan,  and  more  for  the  benefite  of  the  trade  of  this 
country  ;  and  the  resolution  of  the  general  meeting  of  the  subscribers 
for  that  canal  declineing  to  pay  the  accots.  of  debursements  and 
expences  laid  out  by  Mr  Chalmers  being  read,  the  convention  remitt 
the  consideration  of  this  whole  affair  to  the  committee  to  meet  to- 
morrow at  ten  o'clock  on  the  linen  trade  and  other  affairs  remitted 
to  them,  and  they  to  report. 

Edinbr.,  14th  July   1768. 
[32.  Agent  to  pay  sallarys.] 

33.  The    same    day    the    committee    to    whom     the    affair    of    the  Annual 
bounty  on  the  white  herring  fishing  was  remitted,  reported  that  in  their  t°mpniveto 
opinion    that   matter   was    of    great    importance    to    this    country    and  parliament 
merits  the  particular  attention  of  the  boroughs,  and  that  the  convention   bounty  on  the 
should    remitt    to    the    annual     committee    witli    conventional    powers  (-en"n"g 

to  take  every  proper  measure  for  obtaining  payment  of  the  arrears 
of  the  bounty  on  the  herring  ffishery  now  due,  and  for  securing  the 
regular  payment  of  the  bounty  in  time  coming,  providing  that  the 
boroughs  shall  incurr  no  expence  in  that  matter.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report,  and 
remit  to  the  annual  committee  with  conventional  powers  accordingly. 

34.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  affair  of  the 
linnen  trade  was  remitted,  reported  that  they  having  consider'd  the 
same  they  came  to    the  following  resolutions,    which    they    appointed 
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to  be  transmitted  to  the  convention:  lmo.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee  that  application  should  be  made  to  parliamt.  for  a 
law  to  ascertain  what  share  shall  be  given  to  Scotland  of  the  sum 
of  £15,000,  already  granted  for  improving  the  growth  &  culture  of 
hemp  and  fflax  in  Great  Brittain,  and  for  declaiming  what  part  of 
that  sum  shall  be  employed  towards  the  introduction  of  watering  fflax 
and  dressing  it  by  hand  labour  in  the  same  manner  as  is  practised 
with  so  much  success  and  advantage  in  Holland  and  Lincolnshire, 
and  also  for  encourageing  the  establishment  of  fflax  boors  in  Scotland. 
2do.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  immediate  application 
shou'd  be  made  to  parliamt.  for  a  further  continuation  of  the  bounty 
upon  the  coarser  species  of  linnen  manufactured  in  Scotland,  as  this 
kingdom  sutfer'd  greatly  by  allowing  the  term  of  the  bounty  formerly 
granted  to  be  too  near  its  expiry  before  they  applied  for  a  renewal 
of  it ;  and  that  the  bounty  shall  be  extended  to  the  coarser  linnens 
which  shall  be  stamped  or  printed  in  Great  Brittain,  and  also  to 
diapers  and  other  linnens  of  whatever  breadth  if  the  square  yeard 
shall  not  exceed  Is.  (jd.  in  price  or  value,  and  in  the  case  of  these 
extraordinary  breadths  the  bounty  to  be  one  penny  halfpenny  pr. 
square  yard.  3tio.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  applica- 
tion shou'd  be  made  to  parliamt.  to  impose  the  same  rates  of  dutys 
upon  diaper  and  table  linnen  imported  from  Germany  and  elsewhere 
as  from  Holland.  4>to.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that 
application  should  be  made  to  parliamt.  for  a  law  to  allow  a  draw- 
back of  the  dutys  imposed  upon  such  soap,  ashes,  starch,  and 
blue  as  is  made  use  of  in  bleaching  linnen,  threed  &  linnen  yearn 
in  Great  Brittain.  5to.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the 
above  points  merit  the  attention  of  the  royal  burrows  in  the  highest 
degree,  and  that  deputys  should  be  sent  to  London  by  the  convention 
early  next  winter  to  apply  for  and  solicit  those  laws,  and  that  the 
convention  should  recommend  it  to  their  deputys  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  the  concurrance  of  the  great  linnen  board  in  Dublin  in  their 
applications    at    London.       6to.     It    is    the   opinion    of    the    committee 
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that  the   convention  shou'd   recommend   it  to   the    different    towns    in   Edinburgh. 
Scotland    to    instruct   their   respective   members,   and   to   apply   to   the  Annual — 

members  for  the  countys  in  parliament,  to  concurr  with  and  aid  their  committee 

.  H  .  .    .  „    to  apply  to 

deputys     in    the    most    vigorous     manner.       7t>.  It    is    the    opinion    of  parliament 

the    committee   that    the    convention    should    recommend    it    to     their  p°'oionfrati0n 

annual    committee    to    establish    and    mantain    a    correspondence    with   °f  tne  lilie" 

■>•  •  bounty,  &ce. 

tlie    linnen    board    of    Ireland,    and    to    give    directions    from    time    to 

time  to  the  deputys  to   be  sent  to  London  in  anything  necessary  for 

obtaining  the  purposes  of  the  above  resolutions.     Ho.  It  is  the  opinion 

of    the   committee    that    an    agent   shou'd   be   sent   to   London   on    the 

part  of  the  dealers  in  the  linnen  trade  in  Edinburgh  and  the  country 

adjacent,   the  burgh  of  Dumfermlin  and  other  burghs  in  Fyfeshire,  on 

the  charge  of  the  said  dealers,  another  agent  on  behalf  of  the  linnen 

trade  in  Glasgow  and  the  west  countrey  on  their  expence,  and  a  third 

agent  on   behalf   of   the  dealers   in  the  linnen  trade  in  the  borroughs 

in  Perthshire    and   be   north   the  Tay   on  their  expence,  to  endeavour 

obtaining  the  purposes  of  the  above  resolutions ;  and  that  these  agents 

shou'd    be    recommended    by    these     different    dealers    to    the    annual 

committee,  who  should   have   power   to    name  and  appoint    them    and 

give   them  such  instructions  from  time  to  time  as  they  should   think 

proper  for  the   purposes   before  mentioned.      9o.  It  is    the    opinion    of 

the  committee  that  it  shou'd  be  recommended  to  the  annual  committee 

to  transmitt  the  petitions  from  the  dealers  in  the  linnen  trade  relative 

to   the  dutys   on   forreign   linnen   to    the  chancellour  of   exchequer   as 

soon    as  possible,  with  a    request  that  he  wou'd  be  pleas'd  to  take  it 

into    consideration ;    and    at    the    same    time    a    copie    of    the   petition 

shou'd  be  sent  to  Mr    Ross,  agent   for   the   borrows    at   London,   with 

directions  to  him  to  wait  on  the  chancellour  of  exchequer  and  solicit 

his  aid  and  countenance  in  the  above  matter.      Which  being  considered 

by  the    convention,   they    approve  of   the  said  report  and    resolutions, 

with  this  addition — that  the  several   districts   @mentioned   shall   give 

notice    to   the   annual    committee    of   the   agents    they    recommend    on 

or  before  the  first  day  of  October  next. 
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35.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  report  given  in 
by  Mr  George  Chalmers  relative  to  the  canal  was  yesterday  remitted, 
reported  as  their  opinion  that  the  thanks  of  the  burrows  shou'd 
be  given  to  the  subscribers  for  the  important  services  performed 
to  their  country  by  obtaining  the  larger  canal  of  seven  feet  of 
depth  ;  that  the  reduceing  the  lockage  one  half  on  all  sort  of  goods 
would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  public,  and  for  the  interest  of 
trade ;  that  it  wou'd  be  of  great  national  advantage  to  have  this 
canal  of  a  still  greater  depth  of  water,  if  money  can  be  obtain'd 
sufficient  for  that  purpose ;  that  a  committee  shou'd  be  appointed  to 
meet  with  the  subscribers  and  represent  to  them  these  sentiments  of 
the  burrows,  and  to  concert  with  them  such  measures  as  may  most 
probably  tend  to  obtain  the  public  aid  for  lowering  the  toll  and 
deepening  the  water ;  that  if  the  two  next  general  meetings  of 
subscribers  shall  desire  that  a  deputy  from  the  royal  burrows  be 
sent  to  London  to  solicit  this  affair,  in  that  case  a  deputy  shall 
be  named  by  the  annual  committee.  Which  being  considered  by 
the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report  in  all  its  heads, 
and  impower  their  annual  committee  to  meet  with  the  subscribers 
for  the  canal,  represent  to  them  the  sentiments  of  the  burrows 
on  that  head,  and  name  a  deputy  to  repair  to  London  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  the  report  in  case  the  same  shall  be  desired 
by  the  next  two  general  meetings  of  the  subscribers  to  the  canal. 

3(3.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  Mr  Chalmers's 
accompt  was  remitted  by  last  sederunt  reported  as  their  opinion 
that  the  same  shou'd  be  remitted  to  the  annual  committee,  with 
instructions  to  make  a  respectfull  application  to  the  first  general 
meeting  of  the  subscribers  for  the  canal  in  order  to  obtain  payment 
of  the  said  accott.,  as  he  had  been  extremely  active  and  usefull  in 
obtaining  the  act  of  parliament  for  a  canal  on  a  larger  plan  than 
that  first  proposed.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
approve  of  the  said  report,  and  remitt  to  their  annual  committee 
to  proceed  accordinglie. 
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37.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  a  petition  in  Emnboboh. 
name  of  Thomas  Potts,  sherrief  clerk  of  Roxburghshire,  and  certain  pe ^it,on  f0l. 
other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Jedburgh,  and   Henry  Ainslie,  town  Thos.  Potts 

.  anent  pay- 

clerk,  setting  furtli  that  by  a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Session  the  election   mCnt  of  £30 
of  the  magistrates  &  council  of  that  burgh  at  Michaelmass  last    had  jedbureb 
been  reduced,  and  the  burgh  was  now  without  a  regular  magistracy  ;  remitt  to  the 
that    the    Court    of    Session    had    appointed    the    petitioners    interim  committee, 
managers  of  the   affairs  of  the  borrough,  and  the   said  Henry  Ainslie 
their  clerk   and  factor,    and    therefore    praying  the   convention    wou'd 
order  the  sum  of  £30  str.,  which  had  been  allowed  annually  in  respect 
of  the  decayed  state  of  that  burgh  by  an  act  of  a  former  convention,  to 
be  paid  to  the  said  Henry  Ainslie,  and  applied  in   the  way  &  for  the 
purposes  the  same  was  originally  intended.      Which  being  considered 
by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  same  to  the  annual  committee,  with 
power  to  them  to  do  therein  as  they  shall  see  cause. 

[38.  Agent    to    pay    John    Forbes    £5.        39.     Annual    committee 
appointed.] 

40.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  convention,  Convention 
and  appoint  the  next  general  convention  to  meet  and  be  held  at  the     1S0  ve 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  second  Tuesday  of  July  one  thousand 
seven     hundred     and     sixty-nine    years,    and    appoint    their    clerks    to 
direct  missives  accordinglie.     [Follows  signatures.] 

Follows  the  copy  of  the  letter  wrote  to  all  the  royal  boroughs 
in  consequence  of  the  29th  act  of  the  foregoing  convention. 

Gentlemen, — The  general  convention  of  the  royal  boroughs  of 
Scotland  at  their  meeting  here  in  July  last  were  informed  that 
very  considerable  foreign  trade  is  presently  carried  on  in  many  parts 
of  Scotland  by  persons  who  have  not  accepted  of  the  communication 
of  trade,  which  is  contrary  to  law  and  the  privileges  of  the  boroughs. 
On  this  the  convention  remitted  to  their  annual  committee  to  make 
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particular  enquiry  into  that  matter,  and  appointed  me  as  their  preeses 
to  intimate  to  you  that  they  expect,  without  loss  of  time,  you  will 
transmitt  to  the  annual  committee  a  particular  account  of  all  such  un- 
free  traders  as  reside  or  carry  on  foreign  trade  within  your  bounds 
or  nighbourhood,  as  also  of  the  rise  of  trade  in  any  of  the  burghs  of 
barrony,  so  far  as  consists  with  your  knowledge,  in  order  that  the 
annual  committee  may  prepare  a  report  thereanent  to  be  laid  before 
the  next  annual  convention. 

I  doubt  not  you  will  punctually  comply  with  these  instructions 
of  the  boroughs ;  and  with  great  respect,  I  am,  gentlemen,  your 
most  humble  servant,  (Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preeses. 

Edinr.,  1st  August  1768. 


Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh. 
15  July  1768. 
Sederunt. 


15  July  1768. 

Perth,  William  Stewart ;  St  Andrews,  George  Dempster,  Esqr. ; 
Coupar,  Alexander  Cunningham ;  Dumfermling,  Alexander  Hart ; 
Aberbrothock,  David  Wallace ;  Inverness,  John  Fraser ;  Lanerk, 
William   Wilson  ;  Forres,  Lauchlan  Grant. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  unanimously  elect  Gilbert 
Laurie,  Esqr.,  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preses. 

The  same  day  the  committee  having  heard  read  the  several 
remitts  made  to  them  by  the  last  convention,  particularly  the  thirty- 
fourth  act  thereof,  whereby  it  is  remitted  to  them  not  only  to  make 
application  to  parliament  for  ascertaining  what  share  shall  be  given 
to  Scotland  of  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds  already  granted 
for  impowering  the  growth  <&  culture  of  flax  and  hemp  in  Great 
Britain,    for  a  further  continuation  of  the  bounty  on  the  exportation 
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of  the  coarser  species  of  linen  manufactured  in  Scotland,  for  imposing   Edinburgh. 

the    same  rates   and  dutys  upon  diaper   &   table  linen  imported   from    ■ — 

Germany  &  else  where  as  from  Holland,  for  obtaining  a  drawback  of 
the  dut}'s  upon  such  stearch,  soap,  &  blew  as  is  made  use  of  in 
bleaching  linen,  thread  &  linen  yearn  in  Great  Britain,  and  other 
purposes  thereinmentioned  ;  the  committee  in  order-  to  pave  the 
way  for  procuring  additional  dutys  to  be  laid  on  table  linen  from 
Germany,  they  remitt  to  George  Dempster,  Esqr.,  member  for  St 
Andrews,  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  chancellor  of  exchequer  on 
that  subject,  which  they  authorize  the  preeses  to  sign  in  their 
name,  and  at  the  same  time  to  transmitt  therewith  the  petitions 
presented  from  the  dealers  in  linen  to  the  convention  thereanent ; 
that  the  preeses  likewise  write  Mr  Ross,  the  boroughs'  agent  at 
London,  desiring  he  would  use  his  best  endeavours  to  obtain  these 
dutys  to  be  laid  on  ;  and  further,  that  he  write  to  the  magistrates  of 
Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Montrose,  Brechin,  Aberbrothock, 
Inverness,  Banff',  Forres,  Elgin,  Forfar,  and  Inverbervie,  and  to  trans- 
mitt them  copys  of  the  resolutions  of  the  convention  relative  to  the 
above  matters,  desiring  that  in  terms  thereof  they  would  send  up  to 
the  committee  on  or  before  the  first  of  October  next  the  names  of 
the  respective  agents  they  intend  to  send  up  to  London  to  negotiate 
that  affair  for  them,  so  as  the  committee  may  proceed  in  it  agreeable 
to  the  act  of  convention. 

The  same  day  the  committee  upon  considering  the  15th  and 
37th  acts  of  the  convention  relative  to  the  state  of  Jedburgh,  and 
the  petition  of  Henry  Ainslie  and  others  anent  the  payment  of  the 
thirty  pounds  of  annual  aid  granted  by  the  convention  to  that 
burgh,  and  the  said  Henry  Ainslie,  the  factor  appointed  by  the 
lords,  being  present,  the  committee  appoint  him  to  lodge  in  the 
clerk's  hands  on  or  before  November  next  a  full  state  of  the  funds 
of  the  town  of  Jedburgh  in  order  that  the  committee  may  consider 
the  same  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  they  appoint  the  agent  to  pay  him 
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Edinburgh,     the  thirty  pounds   allowed   by   the   convention  to  that  burgh   for  the 
15  July  1768.  ,:     r,_        .     ,    .  ,  ,    .        ,  ,i  ,,       -.  i 
year  ending  the  hrst  instant,  and  to  charge  the  same  to  the  boroughs 

in  his  next  accompts,  for  doing  whereof  this  shall  be  his  warrant. 


Follows  the  copys  of  the  letters  wrote  to  the  boroughs,  the 
Chancellor  of  Exchequer,  and  Mr  Ross  in  consequence  of  the 
foregoing  minute. 

Letter  to  the  Boroughs. 

Gentlemen, — The  convention  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  at 
their  meeting  here  in  July  last  had  under  their  consideration  petitions 
from  the  Edinburgh  linen  society  and  others,  representing  the  necessity 
of  speedily  applying  to  parliament  for  a  prolongation  of  the  bounty 
on  the  exportation  of  the  coarser  species  of  linen,  for  continuing  the 
dutys  on  foreign  linens  imported,  and  making  further  improve- 
ments in  the  laws  relative  to  that  valuable  branch  of  trade,  and  for 
ascertaining  what  share  of  the  bounty  granted  for  promoting  the 
growth  of  hemp  and  fflax  in  Great  Britain  should  be  alloted  to  this 
part  of  the  country,  and  in  what  manner  the  same  should  be 
appropriated.  On  this  the  convention  came  to  several  resolutions, 
and  remitted  to  their  annual  committee  with  particular  instructions 
as  to  the  carrying  of  these  into  execution.  In  complyance  with 
which  that  committee  have  directed  me  as  their  preeses  to  transmitt 
you  the  inclosed  copy  of  the  boroughs'  resolutions  abovementioned, 
and  they  request  that  in  concert  with  the  other  boroughs,  manufacturers, 
and  dealers  in  linen  within  the  district  therein  mentioned  and  pointed 
at  for  joining  with  your  borough,  you  will,  on  or  before  the  first  of 
October  next,  transmitt  to  the  committee  the  name  of  such  person 
as  you  intend  to  send  up  to  London  for  negotiating  of  these  affairs, 
so  as  the  annual  committee  in  terms  of  the  forsaid  act  of  convention 
may  give  him  a  commission  to  that  purpose. 

I   doubt  not  you    will  l-eadily  concur  in  promoting  a  measure  so 
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greatly   for  the   interest  of  this   part  of   the  country  :   and   with   great   Edinburgh. 
"It  .,  L   ,  \  15  July  1768. 

respect,  1  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant. 

Edinr.,  1st  August  1768. 


Copy   of  the    letter    wrote    to   Lord    North,   Chancellor   of   Exchequer, 
on  the  forgoing  subject. 

My  Lord, — I  am  entrusted  by  the  annual  convention  of  the  royal 
boroughs  of  Scotland  to  address  your  lop.  on  the  subject  of  the  linen 
manufactures  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  solicite  your  lop.'s  countenance 
and  assistance  in  procuring  certain  laws  which  apjjear  to  the 
convention  essentially  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  this  valuable 
article  of  our  trade.  The  linen  manufacture  has  hitherto  been  an 
object  which  has  merited  and  obtained  the  attention  of  parliament. 
By  means  of  many  wise  laws  imposing  duties  on  foreign  linens  and 
granting  bounties  on  the  exportation  of  certain  kinds  manufactured 
at  home,  it  has  made  considerable  progress  in  many  parts  of 
Great  Britain,  and  particularly  has  become  almost  the  only  staple 
manufacture  of  this  part  of  the  Island.  At  present,  however,  it  is 
rather  in  a  languishing  condition,  the  German  and  other  foreign 
linens  are  sold  cheaper  in  almost  every  market  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  without  the  immediate  aid  and  interposition  of  parlia- 
ment there  was  a  danger  of  its  being  entirely  lost  to  the  kingdom. 
I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
convention  on  this  subject,  which  will  convey  to  your  lordship  the 
sense  of  that  body  as  well  as  the  general  sense  of  the  country 
in  relation  to  the  parliamentary  assistance  which  at  present  it 
requires. 

As  some  part  of  this  assistance  arises  from  an  alteration  and 
augmentation  of  the  duties  upon  foreign  linens,  we  are  informed  it 
is  necessary  to  apply  thus  early  to  your  lordship  that  you  may  have 
them  under  your  consideration   in  devising  the  ways  and   means  for 
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Edinburgh,     raising    the    supply    of    the    ensuing    year.       From   one   single   branch 


15  July  1768. 


we  are  informed  that  an  addition  of  £18,226  p.  annum  might  be 
made  to  the  revenue,  and  at  the  same  time  the  greatest  service  done 
to  our  home  manufacture. 

Your  lordship  knows  that  the  state  of  the  importation  of  foreign 
linens  has  undergone  many  changes  since  the  framing  of  the  book 
of  rates,  and  as  the  alterations  of  that  book  have  not  keept  pace 
with  those  changes  in  the  trade,  many  kinds  of  linen  are  now  entered 
for  lower  duties  than  was  originally  intended  by  the  legislature.  This 
is  particularly  the  case  with  respect  to  foreign  damask  and  diaper 
table  linens.  When  the  book  of  rates  was  established,  almost  the 
whole  of  this  species  of  linen  came  from  Holland,  and  were  charged 
accordingly  with  proper  duties ;  what  was  then  imported  from  Germany 
and  Russia  was  inconsiderable  and  of  an  inferiour  quality,  and  was 
therefore  rated  very  low.  The  case  is  now  intirely  altered.  There 
is  hardly  any  importation  from  Holland.  The  Dutch,  it  is  well 
known,  send  their  goods  to  Germany,  from  whence  they  are  imported 
into  Britain  as  German,  and  the  Germans  and  Russians  have  them- 
selves, under  favour  of  the  original  low  duties,  improved  and  extended 
this  branch  of  manufacture  to  a  great  degree.  It  is  therefore  most 
earnestly  desired  that  the  book  of  rates  might  in  this  instance  be 
altered  so  as  to  be  applicable  to  the  present  state  of  the  trade,  and 
that  damask  &  diaper  table  linens  from  all  other  parts  in  Europe 
were  subjected  to  the  same  rate  of  duties  as  those  imported  from 
Holland.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  lordship  to  the  inclosed 
authentic  abstract  from  the  custom  house  books  for  the  sum  which 
this  would  add  to  the  revenue,  and  we  can  assure  your  lordship 
with  the  greatest  confidence  that  in  a  few  years,  by  means  of  this 
encouragement,  our  country  would  be  soon  in  a  condition  to  make 
linens  enough  of  these  kinds  to  supply  our  own  home  consumpt. 

As   to   the   other   points  mentioned  in  the  resolutions  of   the  con- 
vention, the  agents  to  be  sent  to  London  by  that  body  will  make  it  their 
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business  to  waite  of  your  lordship  and  apply  for  your  assistance  how   Edinburgh. 
soon  the  parliament  meets. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &ce. 

(Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preses. 
Edinr.,  25th  August  1768. 

Copy  letter  to  George  Ross,  Esqr.,  the    boroughs'  agent,  on  the  same 

subject. 

Sir, — The  general  convention  of  the  l'oyal  boroughs  of  Scotland 
at  their  meeting  here  in  July  last  had  under  their  consideration  the 
present  state  of  the  linen  trade,  with  respect  to  which  they  came  to 
several  resolutions,  a  copy  whereof  I  now  inclose,  from  which  you'l 
see  that  as  a  remedy  to  one  of  these  grivances  under  which  it  presently 
labours,  they  wish  to  obtain  a  law  for  laying  the  same  dutys  on  all 
damask  &  diaper  table  linen  imported  from  Germany,  Russia,  or  else 
where  as  are  presently  paid  on  these  articles  imported  from 
Holland,  which  will  not  only  prove  of  great  advantage  to  the 
manufactures  of  this  kingdom,  but  thereby  upwards  of  £18,000  sterl. 
will  be  annually  gained  to  the  revenue,  as  appears  from  an  authentick 
abstract  taken  from  the  custom  house  books,  a  copy  of  which  I  like- 
wise inclose  for  your  information.  At  desire  of  the  boroughs,  I  have 
wrote  Lord  North,  chancellor  of  exchequer,  on  the  above  subject,  in 
order  that  he  may  have  it  under  consideration  in  devising  the  ways  & 
means  for  raising  the  supply  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  boroughs 
desire  that  you  will  wait  on  his  lordship  &  use  all  your  interest  for 
obtaining  his  countenance  &  aid  in  establishing  a  law  for  the 
purposes  abovementioned.  —  I  am,  with  respect,  sir,  your  most 
humble  servt.,  (Signed)      Gilb.  Laurie,  pres. 

Edinr.,  25th  August  1768. 

1   August  1768. 
Gilbert    Laurie,    Esqr.,    preeses ;    Edinburgh,    John    Learmonth   &  Sederunt. 
Thomas    Simpson ;     Anstr.    Easter,    James    Hunter ;     Lanerk,    William 
Wilson ;     Inverkeithing,     John     Inglis ;      Inverbervie,     James    Smith ; 
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Edinburgh. 
1  August 
1768. 


Banff",  Thomas  Riddoch ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan ;  New  Galloway, 
Alexander  Ferguson ;  Kilrenny,  William  Alexander ;  Queensferry, 
George  Chalmers. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  having  taken  into  their 
consideration  the  thirty-fifth  act  of  the  last  convention,  remitting  to 
them  to  apply  to  the  subscribers  for  establishing  a  canal  between 
the  Friths  of  Forth  &  Clyde,  and  in  conjunction  with  them  to 
endeavour  to  obtain  publick  aid  for  deepening  the  water  and  lowering 
the  lockage  duty  on  the  said  canal,  as  likewise  the  thirty-sixth  act 
of  the  said  convention,  appointing  application  to  be  made  to  the  said 
subscribers  for  payment  of  Mr  Chalmers's  accompt  of  expence  laid 
out  by  him  in  opposing  the  bill  for  the  small  canal,  and  the  com- 
mittee being  informed  that  a  meeting  of  the  said  subscribers  is 
advertised  to  be  held  to-morrow,  the  annual  committee  therefore 
remitt  to  Mr  Dempster,  member  for  St  Andrews;  Mr  Fall,  member 
for  Dunbar ;  Mr  Alexander,  member  for  Kilrenny ;  and  Mr  Hunter, 
member  for  Anstr.  Easter,  as  a  committee  to  waite  on  that  meeting, 
to  lay  extracts  of  these  acts  before  them,  and  endeavour  to  get  them 
to  concur  with  the  boroughs  in  following  out  the  purposes  therein- 
mentioned. 


28  January  1769. 

Sederunt.  Edinburgh,  John  Learmonth ;  Kirkcudbright,  Alexander  Gordon; 

Forres,  Lachlan  Grant ;  Inverbervie,  James  Smith ;  Dumfermling, 
Alexander  Hart ;  Anstr.  Easter,  James  Hunter ;  Culross,  Neil 
M'Viccar  ;  Queensferry,  George  Chalmers ;  New  Galloway,  Alexander 
Ferguson  ;  Stranraer,  Ebenezer  M'Culloch. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  unanimously  elect  the 
Right  Honble.  James  Stuart,  Esqr.,  present  lord  provost  of  the  city 
of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses. 

The  same  day  there  was  laid  before  the  committee  a  state  of  the 
funds    of    the   town  of  Jedburgh,  as  given    in   by   Alexander  Ainslie, 
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in  terms  of  the  committee's  appointment  of  the  fifteenth  of  July  last,  Edinburgh. 
which  state  the  annual  committee  hereby  refer  to  the  consideration  1769. 
of  the  next  convention ;  and  in  regard  the  different  districts  who 
by  the  thirty-fourth  act  of  the  last  convention  were  appointed  to 
name  commissioners  to  be  sent  up  to  London  for  solliciting  a  prolonga- 
tion of  the  bountys  on  the  exportation  of  coarse  linens  and  other 
matters  therein  mentioned  have  failed  so  to  do,  the  committee  there- 
fore refer  that  affair  likewise  to  the  consideration  of  the  next 
convention. 

The  same  day  the  agent  laid  before  the  committee  a  letter  he 
received  from  the  committee  of  the  adventurers  in  the  white  herring 
ffishery  on  the  west  coast  of  Scotland,  requesting  that  in  consequence 
of  the  act  of  the  last  convention  the  committee  would  petition  the 
House  of  Commons  in  order  to  obtain  redress  of  the  grivances  under 
which  that  ffishery  presently  labours  from  the  bountys  not  being 
regularly  paid,  and  for  securing  the  regular  payment  of  them  in 
time  coming;  at  the  same  time  there  was  produced  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Lord  Ffrederick  Campbell  to  the  said  committee  of 
adventurers  in  relation  to  that  matter,  together  with  the  draught  of 
such  a  petition  as  his  lordship  thought  might  be  proper  to  be 
pi'esented  to  parliament  for  obtaining  redress  of  these  grivances.  All 
which  being  read  and  considered  by  the  annual  committee, 
together  with  the  remitt  of  the  last  convention  impowering 
them  to  apply  to  parliament  for  having  these  grivances  redressed, 
and  in  respect  by  a  letter  from  the  said  committee  of  adven- 
turers they  have  become  bound  to  free  and  releave  the  royal 
boroughs  of  the  whole  expence  that  may  be  incurred  in  prosecution 
of  this  affair,  they  therefore  approve  of  the  forsaid  draught  of  the 
petition  to  parliament,  and  authorize  the  preeses  to  sign  and  transmitt 
the  same  to  Sir  Laurence  Dundas  with  this  instruction,  that  it  be 
not  presented  to  the  House  unless  he  and  Lord  Frederick  Campbell 
shall  think  it  prudent  so  to  do. 
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Edinburgh.  Follows  the  copy  of  the  petition  to  parliament  mentioned 

28  January  ,  i        e  •  , 

!769  in  the  forgoing  minute. 

Unto  the  Honble.  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament 
assembled,  the  Petition  of  the  Annual  Committee  of  the  Royal 
Boroughs  of  Scotland. 

Humbly  sheweth, — 

That  in  the  23d  year  of  his  late  Majesty's  reign,  a  bounty  of 
thirty  shillings  p.  ton  was  given  to  all  vessels  employed  in  the 
white  herring  fishery  fitted  out  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the 
said  act,  which  bounty  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  said  reign  was 
encreased  to  fifty  shillings  p.  ton  payable  out  of  the  customs. 

That  the  adventurers  in  the  above  fnshery,  under  the  faith  of 
having  the  said  bountys  regularly  paid,  have  at  a  great  expence 
carried  on  the  said  white  herring  fnshery  to  a  considerable  extent, 
but  are  in  such  difficultys  from  the  deficiency  of  the  fFund  alloted 
for  the  payment  of  this  bounty,  that  they  will  be  obliged  to  give 
up  this  valuable  branch  of  trade  unless  the  payment  of  the  said 
bounty  shall  be  put  upon  some  better  footing. 

May  it  therefore  please  the  honble.  House  to 
take  the  premisses  into  their  consideration, 
and  give  your  petitioners  such  redress  therein 
as  to  the  honble.  House  shall  seem  meet,  and 
your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever 
pray. 

(Signed)     James  Stuart,  preses. 

Edinburgh,  28th  Janry.  1769. 
Signed  in  name  &  by  appointment 
of   the  annual  committee  of  the 
royal  boroughs  of  Scotland. 
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1    May   1769.  Edinburgh. 

1  May  1769. 
James     Stuart,     Esqr.,    preeses ;     Edinburgh,     Thomas     Simpson  ;  Sederunt. 

Dumfermling,  Alexander  Hart ;    Kirkwall,  Gilbert    Mason ;    Whithorn, 

John    M'Gowan ;    Culross,    Neill    M'Viccar ;    Banff,    Thomas    Riddoch ; 

Queensferry,  George  Chalmers. 

The  which  day  Mr  John  Tait,  writer  to  the  signet,  presented 
to  the  committee  a  commission  granted  by  his  Majesty  King  George 
the  Third  in  favours  of  Patrick  Crawfoord,  Esqr.,  bearing  date  at  St 
James's  the  twenty  day  of  March  1769,  nominating,  constituting, 
and  appointing  the  said  Patrick  Crawfoord  to  be  conservator  of  the 
Scots  priviledges  in  the  Netherlands  in  place  of  John  Home,  Esqr., 
late  conservator,  and  the  preeses  also  laid  before  the  committee  a 
letter  directed  to  him  from  the  said  John  Tait,  of  which  the  tenor 
follows : — 

Edinbr.,  27th  April   1769. 

My  Lord, — As  his  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  appoint 
Patrick  Crawfoord,  Esqr.,  of  Rotterdam,  to  be  conservator  of  the 
Scots  priviledges  in  the  Netherlands  in  place  of  John  Home,  Esqr., 
an  office  properly  under  the  direction  of  the  royal  boroughs,  as  doer 
for  Mr  Crawfoord  I  have  received  his  orders  to  lay  the  said  commis- 
sion before  their  annual  committee,  and  in  his  name  to  beg  their 
approbation  and  confirmation  of  it  by  their  act  and  commission  in 
the  uswal  form  ;  as  likewise  that  they  would  continue  to  him  the 
yearly  allowance  with  which  the  royal  boroughs  were  pleased  to 
favour  his  predecessors  for  mentaining  the  dignity  of  the  office. 
In  complyancc  with  these  directions  I  have  lodged  with  the  clerk 
to  the  convention  Mr  Crawfurd's  commission,  and  do  now  entreat 
the  favour  of  your  lordship,  as  preeses  of  the  annual  committee, 
to  communicate  Mr  Crawfoord's  request,  together  with  his 
commission,  to  them  at  their  first  meeting,  which  will  singularly 
oblige  him. — I  am,  with  great  respect,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  &  very  humble  servant,  (Signed)       John  Tait. 
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Edinburgh.  Which  letter  and  commission  being  read  in  presence  of  the  committee, 
— —  they  appoint  the  said  commission  to  be  recoi'ded  in  the  books  of  the 
convention  immediately  after  the  minutes  of  this  sederunt,  under 
protestation  that  the  same  shall  not  be  prejudicial  to  any  right  which 
the  convention  has  to  nominate  and  appoint  a  conservator  of  their 
priviledges.  and  refer  to  the  next  general  convention  what  is  further 
necessary  concerning  the  conservator  and  his  admission. 

The  same  day  the  agent's  assistant  informed  the  committee  that 
having  learned  the  names  of  some  of  the  merchants  who  carry  on 
foreign  trade  at  the  port  of  Limekilns,  he  had  thereupon  wrote  to 
Mr  Adam  Boyle,  one  of  these  gentlemen,  acquainting  of  the  great 
arrear  for  cess  and  missive  dues  due  by  that  town  to  the  boroughs, 
and  desiring  that  he  and  the  other  traders  would  either  concert 
measures  for  the  payment  thereof,  or  otherwise  apply  to  the  annual 
committee  in  order  to  have  the  matter  settled  on  such  terms  as  to 
them  should  appear  reasonable ;  that  in  answer  to  this  he  received 
a  letter  from  Mr  Boyle  informing  that  he  never  had  been  connected 
with  the  place  till  within  these  three  years,  and  as  most  of  his 
trade  lay  in  more  distant  parts  of  the  country,  and  even  the  greatest 
half  of  the  timber  he  imported  sold  without  ever  being  landed  at 
Limekilns,  it  would  be  extremely  hard  to  make  him  lyable  out 
of  reason,  and  which  he  was  very  willing  to  subject  himself  to  in 
a  moderate  way,  in  such  manner  as  should  be  advised  by  Mr  Hart, 
doer  for  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosfort,  Esqr.,  curator  appointed  in 
law  to  Sir  Peter  Halket  of  Pitfirran,  barronet  superiour  of  the  said 
town  ;  and  that  upon  mentioning  this  to  Mr  Hart,  he  had  proposed 
that  would  the  annual  committee  discharge  the  old  arrear,  which 
was  almost  wholly  incurred  before  the  present  traders  came  to  settle 
at  Limekilns,  and  till  such  time  as  their  trade  be  able  to  bear  a 
further  proportion,  to  rate  them  in  the  tax  roll  at  six  pennies  in  place 
of  the  one  shilling  Scots  with  which  they  are  at  present  chargable, 
the  inhabitants,  with  the  consent  of  their  superiour,  should  enter 
into  a  new  contract  with  the  boroughs  to    pay  a  proportion  effiering 
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to    that  rate  of  cess  and    missive  dues  regularly  for  the  future.     All   Edinburgh. 

1  Mav  1709 
which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  together  with  the  fourteenth 

act   of  the   last  convention,   whereby   it   is  remitted  to  them   to  settle 

that    matter  in  such   a   way   as   may   appear  most  for  the  interest  of 

the  boroughs,  and  though  they  are  thereby   vested  with  conventional 

powers    for   that  purpose    and    do    think    it    would    be    right  for    the 

boroughs  to  agree  with  Mr  Hart's  proposal,  yet  being  of  opinion  that 

it    would   not   be   so  proper  of    themselves  to    discharge  the  whole  of 

the    above   arrear,   they  therefore   referr  the    whole  of  this  matter    to 

the  consideration  of  the  next  convention. 

The  same  day  the  commissioner  from  the  burgh  of  Dumfermlhig 

represented  that    as  that  burgh  lyes  only    thirteen,  and   the  town    of 

Innerkeithing  only  ten  computed  miles  from  Edinburgh,  even  including 

the    two   miles    of    water    passage,    they    therefore    ought    only    to    be 

reckoned  one   post  stage,  and  their  single  letters  in   place  of  the  two 

pence  which    they    now    pay   should    be    charged   at    the   rate    of   one 

penny,   in  terms  of    the    act    of    parliament    passed   in    the   fifth   year 

of  his    present    Majesty,    especially    as    these    towns    are    not    at    so 

great     a    distance    from     the    general    post    office     as     Haddingtown, 

Lintoun,  Linlithgow,  &   others,   where  the   postages  are  only    charged 

at    the   rate   of   one  penny ;    that  the   reason   assigned   for  this  double 

charge  is  the  change  of  the    conveyance    at  Newhalls,   occasioned  by 

having    the   ferry   to   cross,    but   which  brings    no    additional    expence 

upon    the   revenue   as    the    north    mail    behooved  to   be   conveyed     by 

that   passage  at   any   event,   besides  many    instances    occur    where    on 

account  of  a  ferry  there  is   no  additional    charge   of  postage  ;  that  in 

order  to  have  this  redressed,  application  had  been  made  to  his  Majesty's 

post   master  general    to  have   each  of  these  towns  rated    as   one    post 

stage,     but     hitherto    without    success,    and    therefore     he     hoped    the 

annual    committee    would   give    their    countenance    in    support  of  that 

application.       Which    being    considered   by   the   committee,    and    being 

of  opinion   that  these  towns  ought  only   to  be   reckoned   as   one   post 

stage   to    each,    they    therefore  recommend    to    their  preeses    to    write 
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Edinburgh,     to  Sir  Laurence   Dundas   requesting  of    him  to    use   his  interest  with 
—   the  post  master  general  in  support  of  the  above  application. 

Follows  the  commission  granted  by  his  Majesty  in  favours  of  Patrick 
Crawfurd,  Esqr.,  as  conservator,  and  appointed  to  be  recorded 
by  the  preceeding  minute  of  the  annual  committee. 

Georgius  Dei  Gratia  magna?  Britannia?  Francia?  et  Hibemia?  Rex 
Fidei  Defensor  Omnibus  probis  hominibus  ad  quos  prsesentes  Litera? 
nostra?  pervenerint  salutem  Quandoquidem  nos  regio  animo  nostro 
perpendentes,  quod  per  Resignationem  Joannis  Home  Armigeri  Locum 
Conservatoris  privilegiorum  Gentis  Scotia?  in  Belgia  et  ibidem 
Residentoris  pro  negotiis  Scotia?  in  nostris  manibus  et  ad  nostram 
Donationem  et  Dispositionem  existere  Quumque  nobis  humillime 
representatum  sit  quod  Patricius  Crawfurd  Armiger  est  persona  ad 
exercendum  dictum  Officium  Conservatoris  privilegiorum  Gentis  Scotia? 
in  Belgia  usquequaque  sit  instructus  Noveritis  igitur  nos  Nominasse 
Constituisse  et  Ordinasse  sicuti  nos  tenore  pra?sentium  Nominamus 
Constituimus  et  Ordinamus  dictum  Patricium  Crawfurd  durante 
nostro  bene  placito  Conservatorem  privilegiorum  regalium  nostrorum 
Burgorum  in  Scotia  apud  Campoveriam  aliosque  Locos  in  Zelandia 
vel  alibi  infra  unitas  provincias,  ac  etiam  Factorem  et  Consulem 
nostrum  pro  illis  ibidem  Dando  et  Concedendo  illi  pra?dict  Officia 
Conservatoris  et  Factoris  aut  Consulis  ut  predict  non  minore 
Authoritatis  privilegiorum  juris  et  Libertatis  amplitudine  quam  quivis 
alius  Conservator  ullo  tempore  pra?terito  potitus  est,  Et  specialim  cum 
potestate  illi  dicto  Patricio  Crawfurd  Deputatum  unum  sive  plures 
sub  se  in  dictis  Officiis  pro  quibus  respondebit  Nominandi  et 
Constituendi,  cum  Clericis  Assessoribus  aliisque  Curia?  Membris  ad 
eosdem  ad  arbitrium  suum  locandi  et  dimovendi,  Et  cum  potestate 
illi  dictis  Officiis  cum  omnibus  dignitatibus  Libertatibus  privilegiis 
feodis  immunitatibus  et  casualitatibus  spectan  ad  ibidem  per  se 
vel  Deputatos  suos  ut  pra?dicitur  utendi  et  exercendi  perque 
Factores     et    servos     suos    omnes     et     singulos     Census     et     Emolu- 
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menta    ad    diet    Officia    pertinen    ro^andi    Levandi    et    recipiendi    Act  Edinburgh. 

1  May  1769. 


etiam  cum  potestate  illi  vel  dictis  suis  Deputatis  personas  capiendi 
et  apprehendendi  et  distringendi  et  vendendi  Bona  Delinquentium, 
Mandamus  pariter  per  pnesentes  Merca  tori  bus  Factoribus  Navarchis 
omnibusque  aliis  quorum  prsesentes  intersunt  vel  interesse  poterunt 
ut  dictum  Patricium  Crawfurd  ejusque  Deputatos  infideli  diet  Officii 
functione  omni  qua  par  est  reverentia  honore  respectu  et  obedientia 
prosequantur  atque  ipsi  suisque  ejus  nomine  Deputatis  Factoribus 
aliisve  omnia  feoda  Census  et  Emolumenta  ad  diet  Officia  pertinen 
sub  psena  et  prout  nobis  respondebunt  si  contrarium  fecerint  proinpte 
et  grato  animo  persolvant  Proviso  semper  quod  dictus  Patricius 
Crawfurd  in  bac  Commissione  fungenda  nullo  modo  cum  Commercio 
Subditorum  nostrorum  Anglise  immisceat  perque  prsesentes  omnes 
alias  Donationes  diet  officiorum  quibuscunque  aliis  personis  ante 
datam  proesentium  Revocamus  et  Determinamus  In  cujus  rei  Testi- 
monium prresentibus  Sigillum  nostrum  per  unionis  tractatum  custodiend 
et  in  Scotia  vice  et  loco  magni  Sigilli  ejusd  utend  ordinat  appendi 
mandavimus  apud  aulam  nostram  apud  St  James's  vigesimo  die  mensis 
Martii  Anno  Domini  Septengentesimo  Sexagesimo  nono  Regnique 
nostri  anno  nono. 

Per  Signaturam   Manu  S.D.N.   Regis  Suprascript. 

Written  to  the  Seal  and  registered  the  sixth  day  of  April  1769. 

(Sicsubr.)     Alexr.  Watson,  dept. 

5  July  1769. 

James    Stuart,    Esqr.,    preeses ;     Edinburgh,    John    Learmonth    &  Sederunt. 
Thomas  Simpson;     Dumfermling,    Alexander    Hart;     Lanerk,    William 
Wilson ;    Banff",  Thomas  Riddoch  ;    Annan,  James   Montgomery,   Esqr., 
lord    advocate ;     Queensferry,    George    Chalmers ;     Inverbervie,    James 
Smith ;    Stranraer,  Ebenezer  M'Culloch. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  having  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  19th  act  of  the  last  general  convention,  whereby  it  is  remitted 
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Edinbubgh.     to  them  to  consider  of  such  alterations  &  improvements  as  ought  or 

- —   may  appear  proper  to  be  made  upon  the  annual  missive,  with  regard 

to  which  they  are  thereby  directed  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  lord 
advocate,  as  assessor  for  the  boroughs,  thereon,  so  as  nothing  may 
be  contained  therein  disagreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  part  of  the 
kingdom  ;  and  the  said  missive,  particularly  the  5th,  6th,  &  seventh 
articles  thereof,  having  been  read  in  presence  of  the  committee,  and 
after  reasoning  thereon,  it  appearing  to  the  lord  advocate  that 
before  giving  his  opinion  with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  these 
articles  it  would  be  necessary  that  a  proper  memorial  stating  the 
laws  on  which  they  are  founded,  and  the  different  cases  that  have 
been  try'd  in  consequence  thereof,  should  in  the  first  place  be  drawn 
up,  and  from  which  he  would  then  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  how 
far  it  would  be  proper  for  the  convention  to  continue  these  as 
instructions  to  the  boroughs,  or  as  matters  are  now  circumstanced, 
particularly  with  respect  to  the  article  relative  to  unfree  traders, 
what  course  the  boroughs  should  follow  out  in  regard  to  them  ; 
the  committee  therefore  remitt  to  the  agent  to  prepare  that  memorial 
as  soon  as  the  nature  thereof  will  admitt  of,  and  thereafter  to  lay 
the  same  before  the  lord  advocate  in  order  that  the  boroughs 
may  have  his  opinion  thereon. 


General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh. 
11  July  1769. 
Sederunt. 

Preses 
chosen. 


11  July  1769. 


1.  The  which  day  the  convention  unanimously  elect  James  Stuart, 
Esquire,  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses 
during    the    sitting    of    this    convention,    who    accepted    of    the    office 
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and    gave    his    oath    de   fideli,    he    being    formerly    qualified    to    his  Edinburgh. 

tit  •     i  ?  i  n  July  1769. 

Majesty  in  terms  oi  law. 

[2.  Second  article  of  missive  read.  3.  Committee  to  revise 
commissions.  4.  Commissions  approven.  5.  39th  article  of  missive 
read.  G.  Trustees'  report,  &c,  presented.  7.  Burgh  of  Queensferry 
relieved  of  the  half  of  their  cess.] 

Eo.  die  post  meridiem. 

[8.  Commissions  approven.] 

9.  The  same  day  there  was  produced  a  report  from  the  magistrates  Agent  to  pay 
of  the  burghs  of  Aberdeen,  Elgin,  and  Cullen,  to  whom  it  was  remitt  5  .successive 
by  the  last  convention  to  consider  the  application  from  the  burgh  of  Payments- 
Banff,   bearing  that   they  had  in  obedience  to   the  said  remitt  visited 

the  harbour,  which  was  already  begun  to  be  executed,  and  found  the 
facts  sett  furth  by  the  town  of  Banff  were  true,  and  that  this 
undertaking  highly  deserved  publick  encouragement,  and  therefore 
unanimously  recommended  the  same  to  the  aid  and  attention  of  the 
honble.  convention  of  the  royal  boroughs.  Which  being  considered 
by  the  convention,  they,  in  order  to  the  compleating  of  the  new 
harbour  of  Banff,  so  necessary  to  the  benefite  of  the  publick,  agreed 
to  make  payment  to  the  magistrates  of  Banff  of  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  pounds  sterling  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  pounds  money 
forsaid  for  the  five  ensuing  years,  and  appoint  their  agent  to  make 
payment  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  annually  during  that  period, 
and  to  charge  the  same  on  the  missive  dues  accordingly. 

10.  The    same    day    there    was    laid    before    the     convention     by   Agent  to 
Mr  John  Inglis,  assessor  for  Inverkeithing,  an  accompt  of  the  expence   ke?thing  £30 
laid  out  by  the  town  of  Inverkeithing  for  repairing  the  outter  harbour 

or  West  Ness  of  the  said  burgh,  in  consequence  of  the  recommendation 
of  last  convention,  amounting  to  fifty-three  pounds  fifteen  shillings  & 
seven  pence  sterling,  as  appear 'd  by  the  voutchers  of  the  said  accompt 
U 
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Edinburgh,     produced,  and  moved    that  the    convention    would    order   such  sum   of 
-    money  for  their  relief  as  they  should  judge  proper,  agreeable  to   what 


Agent  to 
pay  Inver- 
keithing  £30. 


Commission 
to  Patrick 
Crawfurd, 
Esqr. ,  aa 
conservator. 


they  had  ground  to  expect  from  what  past  on  that  subject  at 
last  convention.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
authorize  and  appoint  their  agent  to  make  payment  to  the  magis- 
trates of  the  burgh  of  Inverkeithing  of  the  sum  of  thirty  pound 
sterling,  to  be  charged  on  the  next  year's  missive. 

[11.  Proceedings  of  the  annual  committee  approven.  12.  Agent's 
accot.  remitted.  13.  Act,  1757,  read.  14.  Limekilns  to  be  discharged 
of  arrear  upon  entering  into  a  new  contract.] 

15.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  conven- 
tion a  memorial  for  Patrick  Crawfurd,  Esqr.,  representing  that  his 
Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  appoint  him  conservator  of  the  Scots 
priviledges  in  the  Netherlands  in  place  of  John  Home,  Esqr.,  who 
formerly  enjoy 'd  that  office ;  that  the  annual  committee  had  ordered 
his  commission  to  be  recorded  in  their  books,  leaving  it  to  the 
consideration  of  the  convention  what  further  was  necessary  to  be 
done  with  regard  to  his  admission  to  the  office  of  conservator ;  hoping 
that  the  convention  would  not  only  approve  of  his  Majesty's  commis- 
sion, but  honour  him  with  their  act  and  commission  to  the  same 
effect,  and  favour  him  with  their  instructions  for  the  due  execution 
of  the  office,  cause  intimate  the  same  to  the  magistrates  of  the  staple 
port  of  Campvere  in  Zeland,  and  continue  with  him  the  uswall 
allowance  and  other  marks  of  favour  enjoyed  by  his  predecessors  in 
office  in  order  to  enable  him  to  support  the  publick  character  of 
conservator  of  the  Scots  priviledges  in  the  Netherlands.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  admitt  and  receive  the  forsaid 
commission,  under  protestation  that  it  shall  not  be  prejudicial  to  any 
right  the  convention  has  to  nominate  and  appoint  a  conservator  of 
the  said  priviledges;  and  the  convention  also  nominate  and  appoint 
the  said  Patrick  Crawfurd  to  be  conservator  of  their  said  priviledges, 
and    o-rant    to    him   all    flees    and    emoluments    belonoino-  to    the    said 
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office  as    the  said    John  Home  held    or    enjoy'd    the    same     from     the   Edinburgh. 

•  i,     n  ",!,•,  ,  •  ,  n  Jllly  1",i9- 

royal    boroughs,   with    the    same    powers    and   authontys    which    were  commission 

granted  to  the  said  John  Home;  provided  always  that  the  said  Patrick   to  Patrick 
%  .     .  .  Crawfurd, 

Crawfurd    shall,    within  the   space   or   six   months,   appear    before    the  Esqr.,  as 

magistrates  of    Campvere    and    accept   of   the    said   office,    make    oath  conseiva  or- 

de  jideli  administvatione,    and  qualify    himself    by  taking  the    oaths 

of  allegeance  and  abjuration,  and  signing  the  same  with  the  assurrance 

to    his    Majesty    King    George    the    Third,   and    grant    bond     to    the 

convention  to  execute,  perform,   and   give   obedience   to    all    the    rules 

and  directions  made   or   to   be   made   by  the  convention  touching    the 

said    office    in     the     same   manner    as    the    said    John    Home   or    his 

predecessors  were   bound   and  obliged  ;    and  the   convention    remitt   to 

the  preeses  of  the  annual  committee   to   write  to  the  magistrates  of 

Campvere  what  shall  be  judged  proper  on  this  occasion. 

16.  The  same  day  the   commissioner   from   Glasgow  and  Ayr,    to   Agent  to  pay 
•        i    ,         ,  •  -  ,  ,    Irving  £100, 

whom    it  was  committed  by   last   convention   to   examine  the  state   of  &  £200  more 

the    harbour    of    Irvine,    reported     that    it    is    in    a    most    dangerouse   f,p0"  ™V0lt 

1  &  trom  Ulas- 

condition,  occasioned  bjr  the  excessive  torrent  of  fresh  water  which  g°w  &  Ayr. 
had  opened  for  itself  a  new  channell  and  threatned  to  desert  the 
present  quay  and  harbour  of  Irvine  unless  immediate  measures  were 
taken  to  prevent  such  a  fatal  accident  to  the  trade  of  that  once 
thriving  toun ;  that  in  order  to  prevent  the  anihilation  of  the  harbour, 
a  rampart  or  breastwork  of  about  260  yards  in  length  behooved 
without  delay  to  be  erected,  which  by  the  estimate  would  amount 
to  £343,  17s.  sterl.,  that  the  other  necessary  works  for  rendering 
the  navigation  convenient  as  formerly  would  coast  another  sum  of 
near  £500  ;  and  it  being  represented  that  the  trade  of  the  burgh  of 
Irvine  was  beneficial  to  the  publick  as  well  as  necessary  for  the 
support  of  that  burgh,  the  convention  appoint  their  agent  to  make 
payment  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  to  be  apply 'd 
for  the  immediate  necessary  repairs,  and  one  hundred  pounds  sterling 
annually  for  two  years  more  in  case  a  report  is  made  by  the  burghs 
of    Glasgow  and  Ayr  that  the   money    is  properly  laid  out,  and   that 
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Edinburgh,     there  is  a  probable  prospect  of  compleating  the  harbour  and  deepening 

' — - — :    the   channel   of  the  river  in  order  to  render  it  navigable  as  formerly 

into  the  said  harbour. 

Remit  anent  17.  The    same    day    there    was    presented    and    read    a    report    of 

Khkcaidv°  ^he  commissioners  OI  the  last  convention  relative  to  the  burgh  of 
Kirkcaldie  with  respect  to  the  great  decline  of  the  trade  and  sniping 
of  the  said  burgh,  having  now  only  four  small  vessells,  though 
formerly  they  had  about  thirty  ships  and  a  considerable  foreign 
trade  ;  that  the  harbour  had  been  very  expensive  and  would  require 
an  annual  expence  to  keep  it  from  decay  ;  that  the  streets  were  of 
very  great  extent  and  would  take  a  considerable  sum  to  repair  them, 
and  that  the  town's  revenue  was  burdened  with  debt,  so  that  little 
remained  for  the  expence  of  keeping  up  the  harbour,  streets,  and 
sea  walls,  and  that  the  facts  in  their  petition  craving  the  aid  of  the 
last  convention  were  true.  All  which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  recommitt  to  the  burghs  formerly  named  as  a 
committee  to  reconsider  the  state  of  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  in 
general,  and  to  report  to  the  next  convention  its  situation  both  with 
regard  to  foreign  &  inland  trade  and  state  of  its  revenue. 


Petition  from 
the  burgh  of 
Haddingtoun 
remitt. 


18.  The  same  day  there  was  read  a  petition  from  the  burgh 
of  Haddingtoun,  representing  that  they  are  rated  on  the  stent  roll 
at  a  sum  far  beyond  what  they  are  able  to  bear ;  that  they  have 
no  foreign  trade  and  scarse  any  manufactures ;  that  the  whole 
traders  down  to  the  widow  and  children  and  even  coal  drivers  are 
subjected  to  a  part  of  this  heavy  assessment,  and  therefore  praying 
an  abatement  upon  the  stent  roll  or  such  other  relief  as  should 
appear  equitable  and  just.  Which  being  considered  by  the  conven- 
tion, they  remitt  to  the  commissioners  for  the  burghs  of  Dunbar 
and  North  Berwick  and  Lauder,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  burgh  of  Haddingtoun,  both  with  respect  to  its 
foreign  and  inland  trade  and  the  mode  of  proportioning  the  tax 
on  private  property,  and  to  report  to  the  next  convention. 
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19.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to   the   conven-   Edinburgh. 
tion    petitions    from    the    Edinburgh    linen    society    and    from    several   Petition  for 

merchants     and     dealers     in     linen     in    the    burghs    of    Aberbrothock,   the  linen 

society,  &c. , 
Montrose,     Brechin,     Fforfar,    Dunifermline,    Perth,    and    other    manu-   remitt  to  a 

factoring  burghs  in  Scotland,  and  likewise  a  petition  from  the  commi  tee- 
merchants  and  dealers  in  linen  in  the  burgh  of  Dundee,  representing 
the  necessity  of  applying  speedily  to  parliament  for  the  renewal  of 
the  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  the  coarser  kinds  of  linen 
manufactured  in  this  country,  which  expires  in  a  few  years,  and 
for  making  further  improvements  with  regard  to  the  other  laws 
relative  to  that  valuable  branch  of  trade ;  and  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  have  a  common  agent  to  act  for  the  benefite  of  all 
concerned,  to  be  appointed  by  and  upon  the  expence  of  the  conven- 
tion, in  order  to  obtain  a  prolongation  of  the  bounty,  and  likewise 
an  appropriation  to  Scotland  ascertaining  its  share  of  the  £15,000 
already  allowed  by  parliament  for  the  encouragement  of  the  growth 
of  flax  and  hemp  in  Great  Britain,  and  for  remedying  certain  abuses 
in  executing  of  the  law  regarding  the  importation  of  cambricks  and 
long  lawns,  and  for  obtaining  relief  from  the  other  grivances  relative 
to  this  branch  of  trade  pointed  out  in  the  several  applications  made 
from  time  to  time  to  the  convention,  and  for  following  out  such  effectual 
measures  as  may  be  most  condusive  to  the  general  interest  of  the 
linen  manufactory.  Which  several  petitions  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  remitt  the  same  to  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth, 
Dundee,  Aberdeen,  St  Andrews,  Glasgow,  Montrose,  Anstr.  Easter, 
Brechin,  Pittenweem,  Dunifermling,  Renfrew,  Aberbrothock,  Culross, 
Forfar,  Sanquhar,  and  Stranraer  as  a  committee  to  consider  of  the 
said  several  applications,  and  for  that  purpose  to  meet  to-morrow  at 
nine  o'clock,  and  to  report    to  the  convention  at  their  next  sederunt. 

20.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  a  petition  in  name  of 
Messrs  Dagg  &  Ross,  attorneys  at  law  in  London,  and  memorial  for 
George  Chalmers,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  containing  an  accompt  of 
expences  laid  out  by  them  in  opposing  the  bill  brought  into  parliament 
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Edinburgh,     in    April   1767   relative  to  a  smal  canal  proposed  betwixt  the   Friths 

I)ags^& —     :    Forth  and  Clyde,  amounting  together  to  £388,  8s.    6d.    sterl.,  besides 

Ross's  accot.    Mr  Chalmers's  trouble   and   his   clerk's,  and  the  loss    of  business,  and 

&  Mr 

Chalmers's       demanding    payment    and    remuneration  from    the   convention    as    the 

trouble°r         same    was    done   at    the    desire    and    by    employment  of   the    annual 

remitt  to  a       committee.      Which   being  considered   by   the    convention,   they   remitt 
committee.  .... 

the  same  to  the  committee  mentioned  in  the  preceedmg  article  relative 

to    the    linen     manufactory,    and     they     to     report     with    their    first 

conveniency. 

Edinburgh,  12th  July  1769. 

Report  anent  21.  The  which  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  several  applications 

trade"6"  an<^  petitions  relative  to  the  further  encouragement  and  improvement 

of  the  linen  trade  were  remitt,  reported  that  it  was  the  oppinion  of 
the  committee  that  application  should  be  made  to  parliament  for  the 
renewal  of  the  law  granting  bountys  on  the  exportation  of  coarse 
linens  for  such  a  further  term  of  years  as  parliament  in  its  wisdom 
shall  think  fitt,  and  to  extend  the  same  to  diapers  and  sheeting  of 
whatever  breadth  if  the  square  yard  shall  not  exceed  one  shilling  and 
sixpence  in  price  or  value,  and  in  the  case  of  these  extraordinary 
breadths  the  bounty  to  be  one  penny  half  penny  p.  square  yard,  and 
also  to  printed  linens,  and  to  continue  the  free  importation  of  foreign 
yarn  ;  that  it  was  likewise  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  applica- 
tion be  made  to  parliament  for  some  emendation  or  alteration  of  the 
several  laws  imposing  dutys  upon  foreign  linens  imported  into  this 
kingdom,  many  of  which  the  committee  beleive  to  be  either  eluded 
in  a  great  measure  or  totally  evaded  at  the  ports  of  discharge  or  entry, 
and  particularly  to  have  the  same  rates  of  duties  laid  upon  diaper  and 
table  linen  imported  from  Germany  and  elsewhere  as  from  Holland  ; 
that  the  committee  were  likewise  of  opinion  that  the  lessening  of  the 
drawbacks  upon  the  re-exportation  of  foreign  linen  would  be  of  great 
benefite  to  the  manufacturers  of  this  country ;  that  it  was  likewise  the 
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opinion  of  the  committee  that  a  law  for  applying  the  sum  granted  by  Edinburgh. 

parliament   for  encouraging  the   growth    and   culture  of  flax  in  Great  Report  anent 

Britain,  and  alloting  a  certain  share  of  that  sum  for  Scotland,  is  highly   the  linen 

°  ,  ,  i  j   i      trade- 

necessary  ;  that  the  several  representatives  of  this  country  should   be 

wrote  to  in  the  name  of  the  convention  informing  them   of  the  sense 

of  the  convention  on  the  above  points,  and  requesting  their  concurrence 

and  support  of  the  same  in  parliament ;  that  it  should  be  recommended 

by  the  convention  to  the  different  towns  in  Scotland  to  instruct  their 

members  fully  as  to   this   subject ;    that  it  would  conduce  greatly  to 

the   success   of    the   above   measures    that   agents    were   appointed    by 

the    convention    at    the    expence    of    the    royal   boroughs   to   repair   to 

London    at    the    opening    of    the    parliament    to    solicit    the    ministry, 

&ce.,  and  to  assist  our  members  in  preparing  and  framing  the  several 

laws  necessary  for  the  encouragement  of  our  own  manufactures   and 

regulation    of    the    dutys,    drawbacks,    &ce.,    upon    the    foreign   linens 

imported    into    this    kingdom ;    that   the   annual   committee   should   be 

vested     with     conventional     powers     for     corresponding     with     and 

instructing  their  agents  at  London   according   as   circumstances   occur, 

and  also  to  waite  upon  and  communicate  from  time  to  time  with  the 

honble.    board    of    trustees    for    the    improvement    of   manufactures   in 

Scotland,  and  to  request  their  aid  for  defraying  part  of  the  expence, 

and   to  corresponde   with   the   linen   board  of   Ireland,  and  in  general 

to    take    every    other    step    necessary    for    the    success    of   the   above 

measures ;    and    lastly,    it    was    the    opinion    of    the    committee    that 

Mr    Niel     M'Viccar,    assesr.     for    Culross,    and     Mr     David     Wallace, 

commissioner    for   Aberbrothock,   should   be    appointed   the   agents   for 

negotiating  this  business  at  London,  together   with   any   third   person 

who    shall    be    recommended    by    the    provost,    magistrates,    and   town 

council  of  Glasgow.       All  which  being  read  and  considered  paragraph 

by   paragraph,   the   convention   approve   of    all   the   resolutions   of   the 

said   committee,   and   vest   their  annual    committee    with    conventional 

powers    for    puting    the    same    in    execution    in    all    its    several    heads 

and   clauses,    and   recommend   to  the   commissioners   for   Glasgow   and 
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Edinburgh.     St    Andrews    to    prepare    a    draught    of    a   proper  letter  to    be   trans- 
12  July  1769. 
Report  anent 


mitted   in    name    of   the   convention   to   the   several   representatives   in 
the  linen  parliament    from     this    country,    together    with    the    said    report    of 

the  committee  as  approved  by  the  convention,  requesting  their 
concurrence  and  support  when  this  affair  is  brought  before  the 
parliament ;  and  the  convention  having  called  for  Messrs  Niell  M'Viccar 
and  David  Wallace,  they  agreed  to  accept  of  being  agents  for 
negotiating  this  business  in  name  of  the  convention  at  London,  along 
with  any  other  person  who  shall  be  recommended  by  the  provost, 
magistrates,  and  town  council  of  Glasgow. 

[22.    Agent's    accots.    of    unfree    trade   approven.       23.    Agent's 
accots.  of  missive  dues  approven.     Horning  agt.  deficients.] 

Alteration  24.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  a  petition  from 

KinKhorn  °  ^ne  burgh  °f  Kinghorn,  representing  that  by  the  sett  of  the  borough 
approven.  the  election  of  the  provost  and  baillies  takes  place  upon  the  Wednesday 
immediately  after  Michaelmas,  and  the  manner  of  chooseing  the 
provost  is  by  a  leet  of  two  persons  at  that  time  named  by  the  baillies, 
out  of  which  leet  the  provost  is  chosen  by  the  plurality  of  votes 
of  the  whole  council  and  deacons  of  crafts  ;  that  it  was  unnecessary 
to  enquire  what  may  have  been  the  original  motives  of  giving  the 
two  baillies  the  sole  nomination  of  the  provost  contrary  to  the  practise 
of  every  other  burgh  in  Scotland,  and  particularly  inexpedient  in 
this  burgh  where  one  baillie  at  least  is  for  most  part  a  seafareing 
man,  so  that  by  many  accidents  the  election  of  a  provost  might 
be  entirely  disappointed ;  that  to  remedy  this  inconvenience  an 
overture  was  proposed  in  the  year  1744  that  the  majority  of  the 
council  should  have  power  to  add  a  third  person  to  the  baillies'  leet 
out  of  which  the  provost  was  to  be  chosen,  and  this  overture  was, 
upon  the  second  of  July  1744,  unanimously  approved  of  by  the 
council,  and  this  practise  has  continued  ever  since  but  has  not 
hitherto  received  the  approbation  of  the  convention,  though  from  the 
begining    it    was    intended    to    apply    to    the    convention    that    their 
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authority     might    be     interposed     for    rendering    the    said    act    more   Edinburgh. 
effectual,  and  which   by   an   act  of  the   council   of   the  said  burgh,  of    ^teraxj 
date  the  10th  instant,  it  is  particularly  recommended  to  their  commis-   i"  the  sett  of 
sioner    &    assessor    to    this    convention    to    lay    the    same    before    the  approven. 
boroughs  so  as  to  obtain  their  approbation  thereof,  and  praying  that 
the    convention    in    consideration    of    the   premisses   would   approve   of 
the  act  of  council  of  the  2d  of  July    1744,  authorizing  the  addition 
of    a    third    person   to   the   leet   of  two  named  by  the  bail  lies  for  the 
election   of  a  provost,   and  declare   the    said    act   of   council    to    be    a 
part    of    the    sett    of    the    burgh.        Which    being    considered     by    the 
convention,    they    unanimously   approve    of    the    forsaid    overture    and 
act  of  council  past  in  the  [year]  1744,  and  declare  the  same  to   be  a 
part  of  the  sett  of  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn  in  time  coming,  and  appoint 
it    to    be    ingrost    in    the    record    for    the    setts    of    the    boroughs    for 
behoof    of    all   concerned,    and    that    the    clerks    to    the   convention    in 
giving    out    extracts    of    the    sett    of    Kinghorn   do   insert   the   above- 
mentioned  act  as  part  of  it  in  all  time  coming. 

25.  The  same  day  there  was  produced  and  read  in  the  convention  Jedburgh 
a   commission    from    the   managers   appointed   by   the   lords  of   council  rejected 
&  session  for  taking  care  of  the  revenues  of  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh, 

in  favours  of  Henry  Ainslie  as  a  commissioner  to  represent  that  bui'gh. 
Which  being  read  and  considered,  the  convention  unanimously  reject 
the  same. 

26.  The  same  day  there  was  laid    before  the    convention  a  state  State  of 
of    the   burgh    of    Jedburgh,     which    had    been    produced    before    the   p^^toa 
annual    committee     and     by     them     transmitted    to    this    convention ;  committee, 
which  state  the   convention    reinitt   to   the    committee    named    on    the 
commissions  to  consider  the  same,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereof 

with  their  conveniency. 

[27.    Elgin  commission  approven.      28.  Annual  missive  continued. 
29.    Agent  to  pay  John  Fforbes,  £5.] 
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Edinburgh.  30.  The    same    day,    upon   a   motion    from    the    commissioner    for 

Agent  to         ^he  burgh  of  St  Andrews,  the  convention  recommend  to  their  agent  to 

advertise         cause  publish  an  advertisement  in  the  Edinburgh  news  papers  notifying 

traders  to        to  the   burghs  of  barony  and  regality  who    have  not  yet  accepted  of 

the    communication   of  trade   that  they  should    immediately  enter   into 

contracts     with     the     agent     accepting    of    the    said     communication, 

certifying  to  them   that  if  they  faill  they  will  be  prosecute  in  terms 

of  law. 

Edinburgh,  13th  July  1769. 

[31.  Annual  committee  appointed.] 

Agent  to  pay  32.  The    same    day    the    convention     having    heard     the    present 

ary  ,  .  es|;a|:)ijs}irnen^  reacj  m  their  presence,  they  appoint  their  agent  to 
pay  the  sallarys  and  gratuitys  following,  vizt. :  —  to  Mr  Joseph 
Williamson  and  Mr  George  Lindsay,  principal  clerks,  fifty  pounds 
sterling  of  sallary ;  to  the  agent,  fifty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary ; 
to  his  assistant,  ten  pounds  sterling  of  sallary ;  to  James  Montgomerie, 
Esqr.,  his  Majesty's  advocate,  as  assessor,  five  hundred  merks  Scots 
of  sallary ;  to  his  clerk,  sixty  pounds  Scots  of  sallary ;  to  Patrick 
Crawfurd,  Esqr.,  conservator,  fifty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary ;  to 
David  Flint,  secretary  to  the  trustees  for  improvement  of  fisheries 
and  manufactures,  eighty  pounds  sterling  for  his  own  and  his  clerk's 
sallary ;  to  Mrs  Rob,  for  the  rent  of  the  trustees'  office  at  Whitsunday 
next,  twenty  pounds  ster. ;  to  George  Ross,  agent  at  London,  twenty- 
five  pounds  sterling  of  sallary ;  to  the  receiver  general,  for  a  sallary 
to  a  clerk  for  keeping  distinct  books  of  the  receipts  and  issues  of  the 
money  under  the  administration  of  the  trustees  for  improving  fisherys 
and  manufactures,  twenty  pounds  ster. ;  to  Messrs  Duncan  &  Taitt, 
depute  clerks,  twenty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary ;  to  John  Blair, 
recorder,  thirty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary ;  to  Thomas  Wood,  borough 
officer,  twenty  pounds  sterling  of  sallary,  and  four  pounds  sterling  of 
gratuity  for  his  extraordinary  trouble ;   to  the  keeper  of  the  advocates' 
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bar,    twenty-nine    pounds    Scots;     to    the     under     keeper    and    cryer,   Edinbukcm. 

■,       rJ  ,  !  n         a  ,        i  j      13  July  176!). 

eighteen    pounds    Scots;    to    the    gardner,    tor   flowers,   twelve   pounds  A      1 10     y 
Scots ;    to    the    keeper    of    the    borough    room,    fifteen   pounds   Scots ;  saUarys,  &ce. 
and    to    Mary    Stewart,    sister    of    Charles    Stewart,    late    conservator, 
twelve  pounds  sterling  yearly,  per  advance,  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
convention. 

[33.  State  of  Jedburgh  remitt  to  the  annual  committee.  34.  Agent 
to  pay  Dagg  &  Ross  £181,  2s.  2d.,  wt.  intrest  from  July  1767,  as 
also  to  George  Chalmers  £178,  Os.  6d.,  wt.  int.  from  May  1767,  wt. 
£100  for  his  trouble.] 

35.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  a  petition   from  Petition  for 
the    burgh    of    Linlithgow,   representing    the    distressed     situation    of   remitt  to  a 
the  borough,  and  that  they  were  unable  to   raise  the  sum  for  which   committee, 
they  are   rated  on  the  stent  roll,  having   no    foreign    trade ;  that  the 
business  in  the  nighbourhood    was  ingrost   by   the   towns    of  Falkirk, 
Bathgate,  and  Carron  shoar,  who  were  subjected  to  no  publick  burden 

tho'  carrying  on  a  very  extensive  trade,  and  therefore  praying  an 
abatement  on  the  stent  roll  or  such  other  relief  as  should  appear 
equitable  and  just.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
remitt  to  the  burghs  of  Stirling,  Queensferry,  Culross,  and  Dum- 
fermling,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  burgh 
of  Linlithgow,  both  with  respect  to  its  foreign  and  inland  trade 
and  the  mode  of  proportioning  the  tax  on  the  private  property,  and 
to  report  to  the  next  convention. 

36.  The    same    day     there    was    presented    to    the    convention    a   Petition  in 
petition  signed  by  sundry  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  justices  of  peace,  l|mirak  t  ° 
and    others    interested    in    the    shipping    of    Queensferry,    representing  depute  of 

,  .  1-11  d        -i-v         c  t  i      i    1  •  Dumfermling 

that  the   admirals    deputes  lor  IJuniiermling  had   been  at  great   pains  remitt  to  the 
in   repairing   and   amending   the   shipping  on  both  sides  of  the  Firth,  anm^itt 
but  were  not  able  to  cany  the  work  on  to  any  degree  of  perfection 
for  want  of  money,  and  representing  the  great  utility  of  this  ff'erry 
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Edinburgh. 
13  July  1769. 
Petition  in 
behalf  of  the 
admirals 
depute  of 
Dumfermling 
remitt  to  the 
annual 
committee. 


Petition 
for  the 
inhabitants 
of  Lieth 
remitted  to 
the  annual 
committee. 


Petition  on 
behalf  of  the 
coal  i  ens 
delay'd. 


to  the  country,  and  in  particular  to  the  state  of  boroughs,  therefore 
praying  it  would  please  the  convention  to  take  the  premisses  into 
consideration,  and  to  grant  such  sum  to  the  admiral  deputes  above- 
mentioned  for  repairing  and  improving  these  shippings  as  to  them  in 
their  great  wisdom  should  seem  meet.  Which  being  considered  by 
the  convention,  they  remitt  the  said  petition  to  their  annual  committee 
to  examine  into  the  facts  and  circumstances  therein  sett  furth,  and 
to  report  their  opinion  to  the  next  convention. 

37.  The  same  day  there  was  a  petition  presented  for  the  in- 
corporations and  other  tradeing  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Lieth, 
representing  a  great  grivance  they  laboured  under  in  being  obliged 
to  pay  one  penny  of  additional  postage  for  each  letter  coming  down 
to  and  the  same  in  returning  letters  from  Lieth  to  the  General  Post 
Office  at  Edinburgh,  which  was  a  great  discouragement  to  their  trade 
and  industry,  and  therefore  praying  the  convention  to  take  such 
measures  as  they  should  think  proper,  by  application  to  the  post- 
master general  for  Great  Britain  or  otherways,  to  have  the  town  of 
Lieth  freed  of  the  burden  complained  of,  the  expence  of  which 
application  should  be  paid  by  the  petitioners.  Which  being  considered 
by  the  convention,  they  remitt  the  said  petition  to  their  annual  com- 
mittee to  converse  with  the  postmaster  general  for  Scotland  and 
advise  with  the  Crown  lawyers  or  others  on  the  subject  of  said 
petition,  and  to  report  to  the  next  convention. 

38.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  a  petition  in  name  of 
the  coaliers  in  Scotland,  signed  by  William  Dewar,  writer  to  the 
signet,  as  their  doer,  setting  furth  the  intollerable  grivances  arising 
from  their  bondage,  and  their  resolution  to  apply  to  parliament  for 
their  freedom,  and  the  advantage  it  would  be  to  the  royal  boroughs 
that  they  were  successfull  in  their  application,  and  therefore  craving 
that  the  convention  would  favour  them  with  their  countenance  in 
the  said  undertaking,  and  with  such  assistance  therein  as  they  in 
their  great  wisdom  should  think  fitt.      Which  being  considered  by  the 
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convention,  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  said  petition  was  premature   Edinburgh. 

10T11  '7CO 

and    that    they    could    not    in   hoc   stahi   take    any  cognizance   of   the   petition  on 
matters    contained    in   the   said    petition,  leaving  it    to  the  petitioners   behalf  of  the 

•  i  i  lii-  coaliers 

afterwards    to    apply    to    the    convention    when    they    can    lay    before   delay'd. 
them    proper  materials  and  more    full    information   on    the    subject   of 
their  application. 

[39.  Commission  from  Dingwal  approven.  40.  Remit  to  the 
annual  committee  anent  lowering  the  duty  on  coal.  41.  Remitt  to 
the  annual  committee  anent  the  dutys  on  pease  &  beans.] 

42.  The  same  day,  upon  a  motion  by  the  assessor  for  Bruntisland,  Remitt  to 

the  convention  committ  to  the  annual  committee  the  same  powers  that  committee 

were  given  them  by  the  last  convention    in    regard  to  the  canal  now  fnent  the 

°  J  "  Forth  & 

carrying    on    between    Forth    and    Clyde,    in    the     event    only    of    the  Clyde 

proprietors  applying  to   the  said  committee  for  their  concurrence  and   navi«a  lon 

assistance    in    obtaining    publick    aid    for    lowering    the    toll    on     the 

canal ;    and    the    convention   likewise    continue    the    same  instructions 

to    the  annual   committee   that   were   given  them  last  j^ear   in   regard 

to  the  bountys  on  the  white  herring  fishery. 

43.  The   same   day  the   commissioner  from  New  Galloway  repre-   Remit  to  the 

sented  that,  by  the   29th   act  of   the   13th  year  of  George  the   First,  committee 

a   proviso  was   made  that  the  report  of  the  trustees  for  fisherys  and  anent  the 

.  ...  .  trustees' 

manufactures  in   Scotland   should   within  thirty  days  after  Christmas,  report  to 

annually,    when    the    report    is    made    to    the    King,    a    copy    thereof     1S  l  ajes  y° 

should  likewise  be  laid  before  the  annual  committee  of  the  convention 

in  order  that  they  may  make  their  observations  on  the  same,  and  lay 

them  if  they  should  see  cause  before  his  Majesty ;  that  he  apprehended 

this  regulation    had    not  been    regularly    comply'd    with,    tho'    in    his 

opinion     it     was    of    consequence    to    the    royal  boroughs,  and  might 

often    turn    out    to    their    advantage,    to    have    timeous   inspection    of 

the    said    report,    and     therefore    moved     that    the   convention     would 

authorize     their    annual    committee,    or     such    other    person    as    they 

should    think   fitt,  to   call    for   the    said   report  at  the   time  appointed 
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Edinburgh. 


by  the  act  of  parliament,  for  the  use  of  the  committee  of  the 
Remit  to  the  convention.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve 
of  the  said  motion,  and  recommend  to  the  annual  committee,  in  such 
polite  manner  as  they  shall  think  fitt,  to  give  previous  notice  to 
the  said  trustees  that  it  is  expected  in  all  time  coming  they  will 
have  a  copy  of  their  report  ready  to  be  lodged  with  the  annual 
committee  in  terms  of  the  said  act  of  parliament,  to  be  delivered  to 
such  person  as  shall  be  authorized  by  the  annual  committee  to  call 
for  the  same  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  said  act. 


annual 
committee 
anent  the 
trustees' 
report  to 
his  Majesty. 


Convention 
disolved. 


44.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  conven- 
tion, and  appoint  the  next  annual  convention  to  meet  and  be  held 
at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  second  Twesday  of  July 
seventeen  hundred  and  seventy  years,  and  appoint  the  clerks  to 
direct  missives  accordingly.     [Follows  signatures.] 

Follows  the  acts  of  council  of  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn. 


Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh. 
14  July  1769. 

Sederunt. 


14  July  1769. 

Edinburgh,  John  Learmonth ;  Aberbrothock,  David  Wallace ; 
Bruntisland,  George  Chalmers ;  Anstr.  Wester,  Philip  Anstruther ; 
Rothsay,  Bannantyne  William  M'Leod ;  Dysert,  Robert  Jamieson ; 
Culross,  Niel  M'Viccar;  Peebles,  Francis  Russell;  New  Galloway, 
Alexander  Ferguson ;    Forfar,  John  Ure. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  having  met  in  terms  of 
the  convention's  appointment,  they  unanimously  elect  James  Stuart, 
Esqr,,  present  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their 
preeses. 
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The    same    day    the    committee    having    taken    into    consideration    Edinburgh. 
J  a  14  July  1769. 

the    several    remitts    made    to    them    by    the    last    convention,    and   in 

particular  the  twenty-first  act  thereof,  whereby  they  are   directed  to 

carry    into   execution    the   several    resolutions   of  the  convention  anent 

the  renewal  of  the  law  granting  bountys  on  the  exportation  of  coarse 

linen     for     a     further     term     of    years,    and    other    purposes    therein 

mentioned,    as    a    preparatory    stept    thereto,     the    annual     committee 

recommend    to    the    agents    named    by    the    convention    to    prepare    a 

memorial     on    these    resolutions    of    the    boroughs    so    as    to    be    the 

foundation    of  a   bill   or  bills  to  parliament,  and  in  doing  thereof   to 

take    the    opinion    of   the   traders   interested   so   as   the   same   may   be 

laid  before  the  committee  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  same  day  the  committee  having  heard  read  the  33d  act, 
whereby  it  is  remitted  to  them  to  consider  and  report  their  oppinion 
to  the  next  convention  with  respect  to  the  state  of  the  funds  of 
Jedburgh,  produced  to  the  convention  by  Henry  Ainslie,  factor 
appointed  by  the  lords  of  session  for  managing  of  these  funds,  and 
who  being  present  craved  the  committee  would  authorize  the  agent 
to  pay  to  him  the  annual  aid  of  thirty  pounds  granted  by  the 
convention  to  that  borough  for  the  year  ending  the  first  instant ;  and 
it  appearing  to  them  that  this  aid  was  granted  to  the  burgh  of 
Jedburgh  ay  and  while  their  distressed  circumstances  required  it 
or  an  alteration  of  the  tax  roll  should  take  place,  the  committee 
therefore  authorize  the  agent  to  pay  Mr  Ainslie  the  above  thirty 
pounds,  and  to  charge  the  same  in  his  next  accompts,  for  doing 
whereof  this,  with  Mr  Ainslie's  discharge,  shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant ; 
and  in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  make  a  full  report  to  the 
next  convention  as  to  the  situation  of  this  burgh,  they  appoint 
Mr  Ainslie  betwixt  and  November  next  to  give  in  an  accompt  as  to 
what  alterations  may  have  happened  in  the  state  of  the  funds  since 
last  year,  when  the  former  was  made  out,  and  what  debt  has  been 
either  paid  off  or  contracted  during  that  period. 
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Edinburgh.  The    same    day    the    committee    before    entering    on    the    remitt 

— '   contained    in   the    36th    act   relative    to   the   petition    of   the   admiral 

deputes  and  others  interested  in  the  sniping  of  Queensferry,  they 
appoint  the  agent  to  intimate  to  the  petitioners  that  they  should 
lodge  with  the  committee  a  plan  and  estimate  of  their  intended 
improvements,  and  what  further  they  may  think  necessary  to  be 
laid  before  them  ;  and  with  respect  to  the  motions  mentioned  in  the 
40th  &  41st  acts,  anent  applying  to  parliament  for  taking  off  the 
duty  on  certain  kinds  of  coal,  and  with  regaurd  to  the  dut}rs  upon 
pease  and  beans  imported  into  this  country  in  times  of  scarsity,  the 
committee  remitt  to  Mr  Chalmers,  assr.  for  Bruntisland  ;  Mr  Alexander 
Ferguson,  member  for  New  Galloway ;  and  Mr  M'Leod,  member  for 
Rothsay  ;  together  with  Mr  Cosmo  Gordon,  member  for  Elgin  ;  and 
Mr  Douglas,  assessor  for  Aberbrothock,  to  prepare  a  memorial  on  the 
subject  of  these  two  motions,  and  to  lay  the  same  before  the  committee 
as  soon  as  convenient. 

The  same  day  on  considering  the  recommendation  contained  in 
the  43d  act,  anent  applying  to  the  board  of  trustees  that  they  would 
give  directions  that  the  copy  of  their  annual  report  to  his  Majesty 
should  be  lodged  with  the  annual  committee  within  the  time 
presented  by  law,  the  committee  remitt  to  Mr  Ferguson,  member 
for  New  Galloway,  to  examine  into  what  has  been  the  practise  as 
to  this  matter  from  the  time  that  board  was  constituted,  and  to 
report. 

24  July  1769. 

Sederunt.  James    Stuart,    Esqr.,    preeses ;     Edinburgh,    John    Learmonth    & 

Thomas  Simpson ;  Culross,  Niel  M'Viccar ;  Bruntisland,  George 
Chalmers ;  Dumfermling,  Alexander  Hart ;  Anstr.  Wester,  Philip 
Anstruther ;  Dysert,  Robert  Jamieson. 

The  which  day  it  was  moved  by  the  commissioner  for  the  burgh 
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of    Dunifermling    that    as    his    Grace     the    Duke    of    Queensberry    is  Edinburgh, 
t^-    ,          ,              i    i     j        L       «    x-             li                         i..      i         24  July  170(1. 
presently    in    Edinburgh,    and    had     at    all    tunes    taken    a    particular   

concern   in  promoting    any  proper    application  for  the    encouragement 

of   the  trade   and  manufactures   of   this  country,   it   was   the   duty    of 

the    annual    committee    to    take    this    opportunity    of    waiting    on    his 

Grace  to  testify  the  just  sense  the  convention  of  boroughs  had  of  the 

eminent   services  he  has  rendered   to   his   country,  and  the  regard  his 

Grace    has   shown    to    the    application   of    the    convention    on    former 

occasions,  particularly   in  regard    to   that  great    national    undertaking 

the  communication    betwixt    the    two   seas,    now   so   happily    in    such 

forwardness,    and    humbly    to    request    his    countenance    and    support 

in  the  intended  application  to  parliament  for  continueing  the  bounty 

and   further  encouragement  of  the  linen  manufacture.       Which  being 

considered     by     the    annual     committee,    they    approve    of    the    said 

motion,  and  remitt  to  the  preeses  and  such  other  of  the   members  of 

the  committee  as  he  shall  judge  proper  to  waite  upon  his   Grace   for 

the    purposes    abovementioned,    and   to   lay   before   him    an   extract   of 

the     resolutions     of     the    convention     on     the     subject    of    the     linen 

manufacture. 

The  same  day  the  annual  committee  remitt  to  the  preeses  and 
members  for  Bruntisland,  Sanquhar,  Culross.  and  New  Galloway  as 
a  committee  to  meet  with  the  board  of  trustees  for  improvement  of 
fisherys  and  manufactures  in  Scotland,  and  endeavour  to  get  them 
to  concurr  in  following  out  the  resolutions  of  the  convention  with 
respect  to  the  application  to  parliament  for  continuing  the  bounty 
and  further  encouragement  of  the  linen  manufacture,  and  appoint 
the  clerk  to  intimate  this  to  the  secretary  for  that  board  in  order 
that  a  proper  time  may  be  fixed  for  the  holding  of  that  conferrance 
and  the  committee  further  remitt  to  Mr  Niel  M'Viccar,  assessor  for 
Culross,  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  proper  letter  to  be  sent  to  the 
linen  board  of  Ireland  on  the  subject  of  these  resolutions  of  the 
convention, 
v 
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Edinburgh.     Copy  of  the  letter  wrote  by  the  preeses  to  Brochill  Newburgh,  Esqr., 

—  Secretary  to  the  Linen  Board  of  Ireland,  in  consequence  of  the 

foregoing  minute. 

Sir, — The  convention  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  at  their 
last  general  meeting  held  in  this  place,  in  consequence  of  sundry 
petitions  laid  before  them  by  the  manufacturers  of  linen  and  others 
concerned  in  that  trade  in  this  country,  came  to  several  resolutions, 
the  principal  or  chief  of  which  were — that  application  should  be  made 
to  the  British  parliament  next  session  for  a  renewal  of  the  law  passed 
in  the  29th  year  of  his  late  Majesty  (which  expires  in  the  year  1771) 
granting  a  bounty  on  the  coarse  kinds  of  British  and  Irish  linen 
exported,  &ce.,  for  such  a  further  term  of  years  as  parliament  in  its 
wisdom  shall  think  fitt ;  that  like  application  should  be  made  for 
such  amendments  and  alterations  in  the  laws  respecting  the  enteries 
of  foreign  linens  into  Great  Britain  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure 
the  dutys  imposed  by  government,  and  prevent  the  many  frauds  and 
abuses  now  committed  in  the  entries  of  such  linens  under  false  and 
wrong  denominations  in  order  to  elude  the  payment  of  the  proper 
dutys ;  that  the  several  representatives  of  this  country  (Peers  and 
Commoners)  should  be  wrote  to  in  name  of  the  convention,  informing 
them  of  the  sense  of  the  convention  on  the  above  points,  and 
requesting  their  concurrence  and  support  of  the  same  in  parliament ; 
that  in  order  to  carry  on  these  applications  the  more  successfully, 
agents  should  be  sent  in  name  and  by  authority  of  the  royal  boroughs, 
with  concurrence  of  the  board  of  trustees  for  improvement  of  the 
linen  manufactures  in  Scotland,  and  that  the  linen  board  of  Ireland 
should  be  wrote  to  by  me  as  preeses  of  the  convention  informing 
them  of  these  resolutions,  and  to  ask  their  aid  and  assistance  to 
render  the  same  effectual.  In  obedience  to  this  order  of  the  royal 
boroughs,  I  beg  the  favour  you  will  lay  this  letter  before  your  linen 
board  at  the  first  meeting  can  be  procured  after  this  shall  reach 
you,   for  the  abovementioned   purposes. 
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The    importance    of    the   linen    manufacture    to    the    kingdom    of   Edinburgh. 
Ireland,   as    well    as    to    this    country,    leaves    me    no    room    to    doubt  - 
of    the    ready    concurrence    of     your    linen    board    in    every    measure 
intended  to  promote  its  real  interest. 

If  the  resolutions  agreed  to  by  the  boroughs  shall  appear  to  them 
in  this  light,  they  hope  for  their  aid  and  assistance  to  carry  the  same 
into  execution,  and  that  the}'  will  follow  the  like  measures  with  them, 
or  such  others  as  they  may  judge  more  proper  for  attaining  this  end; 
and  as  what  is  proposed  is  for  the  common  and  mutual  benefite  of 
both  kingdoms,  that  they  will  also  agree  that  the  necessary  parlia- 
mentary expence  should  be  made  at  their  common  &  mutual  charge. 

1  shall  expect  the  favour  of  your  answer  as  soon  as  you 
conveniently  can,  that  full  time  may  be  left  to  concert  all  necessary 
measures  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  parliament. — I  am,  &ce., 

James  Stuart,  preeses. 

Edinr.,  5th  August  1769. 
To  Brochill  Newburgh,  Esqr.,  secretary 

to  the  linen  board  of  Ireland,  at 

the  Castle  of  Dublin. 


13  September  1769. 

James     Stuart,     Esqr.,     preeses ;      Edinburgh,     William     Ramsay ;  Sederunt. 
Culross,  Niel  M'Viccar  ;    Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan  ;    Rothsay,  Duncan 
M'Millan;    Stranraer,  Ebenezer  M'Culloch. 

The  which  day  the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh  &  preeses  of  the 
committee  reported  that  he  and  some  other  members  of  the  convention 
had  waited  on  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Queensberry,  in  obedience  to 
the  appointment  of  last  sederunt,  and  delivered  to  his  Grace  the 
extracts  therein  mentioned,  and  that  the  Duke  received  them  very 
graciously  and  promised  to  aid  the  agents  all  in  his  power ;  that 
they    also    had    a    meeting    with     the     trustees     for    improvement    of 
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Edinburgh,     fishery's  and  manufactures,  but  as  there  was  not  a  sufficient  quorum 
1769.  of    these    trustees   for  deliberating   on    the   giving  away   money,   they 

had  promised  to  lay  the  resolutions  of  the  boroughs  concerning  the 
linen  before  their  next  meeting ;  and  that  as  preeses  of  the  committee 
he  had  wrote  to  the  linen  board  of  Ireland  in  pursuance  of  the 
directions  of  the  last  sederunt  of  the  committee. 

The  same  day  Mr  John  Colvill,  merchant  in  Glasgow,  appeared 
before  the  committee  and  produced  an  exti-act  under  the  hand  of 
the  town  clerk,  containing  a  nomination  by  the  town  council  of 
Glasgow  of  him,  the  said  John  Colvill,  to  be  agent  in  conjunction 
with  Messrs  Niel  M'Viccar  and  David  Wallace,  as  mentioned  in  the 
21st  act  of  the  last  convention,  and  Mr  Colvill  declared  in  presence 
of  the  committee  his  willingness  to  accept  of  that  commission  & 
nomination ;  after  which  the  said  Messrs  M'Viccar  &  Colvill  laid 
before  the  committee  a  memorial  prepared  by  them  on  the  subject 
of  the  linen  manufactures  explaining  the  manner  of  application  to 
parliament,  which  was  read  over  in  presence  of  the  committee  and 
returned  to  these  gentlemen  with  instructions  to  them  to  carry  the 
same  into  execution  in  all  the  points  therein  mentioned,  or  in  any 
other  manner  beneficial  to  the  manufactures  of  this  country,  having 
the  previous  approbation  of  the  annual  committee  thereto. 

The  same  day  the  preeses  informed  the  committee  that  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  Mr  William  Somervell,  provost  of  Renfrew, 
of  date  the  fourth  current,  mentioning  that  as  they  understood  that 
a  scheme  was  on  foot  by  the  convention  of  boroughs  to  send  some 
gentlemen  to  London  to  sollicit  parliament  anent  the  linen  manufactures, 
and  as  they  were  immediatly  connected  therewith,  they  thought  it 
their  duty  to  beg  that  the  convention  in  their  instructions  to  the 
gentlemen  they  are  sending  to  London  would  please  cause  them  to 
apply  that  as  quantitys  of  lawns  or  kentings,  wherein  a  few  threads 
of  cotton  are  put  into  for  ornament,  on  being  imported  into  Ireland 
pay  10  p.  ct.  of  the  value  and  sisters  or  ounce  thread  is  made  to  pay 
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different  dutvs,  vizt.,   all  thread   from   No.    20   and   downwards  a   duty   Edinburgh. 

13  September 

of  sixpence  per  pound  of  thread,  and  all  above  No.  20  a  duty  of  17(59. 
eighteen  pence  p.  lib.  of  thread,  on  its  being  landed  in  Ireland,  though 
all  linen  and  thread  are  allowed  to  be  imported  from  Ireland  into 
Britain  duty  free,  and  therefore  beging  the  boroughs  would  use  their 
interest  in  any  thing  that  may  tend  to  these  dutys  being  taken  off 
as  it  much  affects  the  manufactures  in  that  part  of  the  country  ;  and 
for  particular  information  referring  to  Mr  Colvill,  from  Glasgow, 
who  could  more  fully  explain  the  matter,  a  full  state  whereof,  they 
were  informed,  had  been  formerly  laid  before  Lord  Fredrick  Campbell. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  they  recommend  to  the 
said  agents  to  endeavour  to  procure  the  alterations  in  the  laws 
respecting  the  articles  pointed  out  in  the  above  mentioned  letter  so 
far  as  can  be  obtained. 

8  November  1769. 

James  Stuart,  Escji'.,  preeses ;  Edinburgh,  John  Learmonth;  Inver-   Sederunt, 
keithing,  John  Inglis  ;  Lanerk,  William  Wilson  ;  Culross,  Niel  M'Viccar  ; 
Rothsay,  Duncan  M'Millan ;  Stranraer,  Ebenzr.  M'Culloch. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  taking  into  their  con- 
sideration that  by  the  21st  act  of  the  last  general  convention  they 
are  thereby  vested  with  conventional  powers  for  carrying  into 
execution  several  resolutions  of  the  said  convention  for  the  procuring 
from  parliament  proper  encouragement  to  the  linen  trade,  by 
which  act  Messrs  Niel  M'Viccar  and  David  Wallace  were  appointed 
agents  for  the  convention  to  negotiate  this  business  at  London  on 
the  expence  of  the  boroughs,  along  with  any  other  person  who 
should  be  lecommended  by  the  provost,  magistrates,  and  town  council 
of  the  city  of  Glasgow ;  and  the  annual  committee  further  considering 
that  on  the  13th  of  September  last  Mr  John  Colvill,  of  the  city  of 
Glasgow,  did  produce  to  the  committee  an  extract  of  an  act  of  the 
magistrates    and    town    council     of    the    said    city,    nominating    and 
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Edinburgh,     appointing  him    to   be    the   agent   for   them    for   acting   in    conjunction 
1769.  with  the  saids  Messrs  Niel  M'Viccar  and  David  Wallace  in  soliciting 

and  applying  to  parliament  for  the  encouragements  to  the  linen  trade 
abovementioned,  and  declared  his  willingness  to  accept  thereof,  there- 
fore the  annual  committee  in  terms  of  the  forsaid  act  of  convention, 
hereby  nominate,  constitute,  &  appoint  the  saids  Messrs  Niel  M'Viccar, 
David  Wallace,  and  John  Colvill  to  be  agents  or  commissioners  for  the 
royal  boroughs,  with  power  to  them  furthwith  to  repair  to  London, 
and  there  at  the  boroughs'  expence,  and  the  expence  of  such  others 
as  shall  be  interested  in  this  matter,  to  make  application  to  parlia- 
ment in  name  of  the  convention  for  a  renewall  or  prolongation  of 
the  law  granting  bountys  on  the  exportation  of  coarse  linens  for  such 
a  further  term  of  years  as  parliament  in  its  wisdom  shall  think  fitt, 
and  for  extending  the  same  to  diapers  &  sheetings  of  whatever 
breadths  if  the  square  yard  shall  not  exceed  one  shilling  &  sixpence 
in  price  or  value,  and  in  the  case  of  these  extraordinary  breadths, 
the  bounty  to  be  one  penny  halfpenny  pr.  square  yard,  as  likewise 
for  extending  the  same  to  printed  linens,  and  to  continue  the  free 
importation  of  foreign  yarn  ;  that  they  likewise  make  application  to 
parliament  for  some  emendation  or  alteration  of  the  several  laws 
imposing  dutys  upon  foreign  linens  imported  into  this  kingdom, 
many  of  which  it  is  believed  are  either  eluded  in  a  great  measure 
or  totally  evaded  at  the  ports  of  discharge  or  entry,  and  particularly 
to  have  the  same  rates  of  dutys  laid  upon  diaper  and  table  linen 
imported  from  Germany  and  else  where  as  from  Holland,  and  for 
lessening  of  the  drawbacks  upon  the  re-exportation  of  foreign  linen, 
which  will  prove  a  great  benefite  to  the  manufactures  of  this  country ; 
that  they  likewise  solicit  the  parliament  for  a  law  for  applying  the 
sum  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds  annually,  already  granted  by  parlia- 
ment for  encouraging  the  growth  &  culture  of  flax  &  hemp  in  Great 
Britain,  and  for  alloting  a  certain  share  of  that  sum  for  Scotland, 
which  is  highly  necessary,  and  generally  to  follow  out  such  effectual 
measures    as    they    shall    judge    will    prove    most    condusive    to    the 
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general  interest  of  the  linen  manufactory,  the  previous  consent  &  Edinburgh. 
°  .  g  November 
approbation    of    the    annual    committee    being    always    had    to    such   1769. 

measures. 

The  same  day  the  annual  committee  considering  that  by  their 
act  and  commission  of  this  date  Mr  Niel  M'Viccar,  Mr  David  Wallace, 
and  Mr  John  Colvill  are  thereby  impowered  as  commissioners  and 
agents  for  the  royal  boroughs  immediately  to  repair  to  London,  and 
there  to  solicit  the  parliament  for  a  prolongation  of  the  bountys  on 
the  exportation  of  coarse  linens  and  other  encouragements  to  the 
linen  manufactures  as  therein  mentioned,  at  the  expence  of  the  royal 
boroughs,  and  a  motion  having  been  made  that  as  these  gentlemen 
were  undertaking  an  important  trust  for  the  common  interest  of  all 
the  boroughs,  they  should  be  keept  indemnis  by  having  money 
impressed  in  their  hands  for  defraying  the  expence  of  their  journey 
to  and  residence  in  London  during  this  negotiation ;  as  to  which, 
the  annual  committee  being  of  the  same  opinion,  they  by  virtue  of 
the  conventional  powers  vested  in  them  for  that  purpose,  do  there- 
fore hereby  authorize  their  agent  or  his  assistant,  in  name,  on 
accompt,  and  on  the  credit  of  the  royal  boroughs,  to  establish  a 
credit  with  Messrs  Mansfield  Hunter  and  Company,  or  any  other 
bankier  or  banks,  to  the  extent  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling 
for  the  saids  Messrs  Niel  M'Viccar,  David  Wallace,  and  John  Colvill, 
in  order  to  defray  their  necessary  expences  at  London,  and  which, 
or  whatever  part  thereof  they  draw  for,  shall  be  repaid  by  the  royal 
boroughs,  with  interest  and  all  other  expences  attending  the  same 
from  the  time  of  the  advance,  on  the  joint  draughts  or  receipts 
of  these  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  which  draughts  or 
others  the  committee  hereby  authorize  and  appoint  the  agent  to 
repay  to  the  furnishers  of  such  credit,  and  to  chai'ge  the  whole  in 
his  next  accompts  to  the  boroughs. 

The  same  day  the  agent's  assistant  laid  before  the  committee  a 
letter  he  received  from  Henry    Ainslie,   town  clerk    of  Jedburgh,  and 
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Edinburgh,     factor    appointed   by   the   Court  of   Session   for    manageing  the   funds 
1769.  of  that  burgh    during    their    want   of   magistracy,   giving  an    account 

as  to  the  situation  of  their  affairs  under  his  management.  Which 
being  read,  and  it  appearing  to  the  committee  that  he  has  not 
comply 'd  with  their  directions,  as  mentioned  in  their  act  of  the  14th 
of  July  last,  by  condescending  what  debt  has  been  either  paid  off 
or  contracted  since  giving  in  the  former  state  of  the  ffunds  of  the 
burgh  of  Jedburgh,  they  therefore  direct  the  agent  or  his  assistant 
to  intimate  this  to  him,  and  desire  that  he  may  comply  with  the 
former  orders  of  the  committee. 


7  December  1769. 

Sederunt.  James    Stuart,    preeses ;    Edinburgh,    Thomas    Simpson ;    Coupar, 

Alexander  Cunningham ;  Aberbrothock,  Mr  John  Douglas ;  Kirk- 
cudbright, the  Honble.  Alexr.  Gordon ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan ; 
Sanquhar,  George  Clerk  Maxwell,  Esqr. ;  New  Galloway,  Alexander 
Ferguson ;    Bruntisland,  George  Chalmers ;    Kirkwall,  Gilbert  Mason. 

The  which  day  Mr  Mason  produced  to  the  committee  a  bond 
granted  by  Patrick  Crawfurd,  Esqr.,  to  the  convention  of  the  royal 
boroughs,  obliging  himself  as  conservator  of  their  priviledges  at 
Campvere  to  fulfill  and  give  obedience  to  all  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions made  or  to  be  made  by  the  convention  touching  the  exercise 
of  the  said  office,  to  make  oath  de  Jideli  administratione  before  the 
magistrates  of  Campvere,  and  qualify  himself  to  his  Majesty  King 
George  the  Third  by  taking  the  oaths  of  allegeance  and  abjuration  ; 
and  he  represented  that  as  Mr  Crawfurd  presently  i-esides  in 
Rotterdam,  it  would  particularly  oblige  if  the  committee,  in  order 
to  save  him  the  trouble  of  a  journey  to  Campvere  at  this  late  season 
of  the  year,  would  authorize  their  clerks  in  the  expeding  of  his 
commission  to  insert  an  alternative  impowering  him  to  appear  either 
before  the  magistrates  of  Campvere  or  Rotterdam  to  qualify  himself 
in  terms  of  the  act  of  the  convention.       Which   being  considered   by 
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the  committee,   they  grant  warrand   to  their  clerks  in   the   expeding   Eoinburoh. 

of     Mr    Cravvfurd's    commission    to    insert    the    above  alternative,   for    1709. 

doing  whereof  this  shall  be  their  warrant ;  and  appoint  Mr  Crawfurd 

to  lodge   in   the   clerks'    hands    a    certificate    of    his    having    appeared 

before  the  magistrates  of  Campvere  or  Rotterdam   &  qualified  himself 

in  terms  of  the  forsaid  act  of  convention,  and  that  on  or  before  their 

next  annual   meeting. 

The  same  day  it  having  been  represented  that  in  consequence 
of  the  application  made  by  the  committee  last  year  for  having  the 
grivances  redressed  under  which  the  white  herring  flashing  presently 
labours,  from  the  bountys  not  being  regularly  paid,  the  parliament 
had  directed  the  commissioners  of  customs  to  make  out  the  particular 
accompts  relative  to  that  matter  in  order  to  be  laid  before  them  the 
ensuing  session,  but  that  in  order  to  obtain  a  redress  of  these 
grivances  it  would  be  necessary  the  committee  should  now  renew 
their  application.  Which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  and 
a  draught  of  an  application  being  produced  and  read,  together  with 
a  letter  from  the  committee  of  the  buss  fishery  of  Greenock,  whereby 
for  themselves  and  the  other  fishing  towns  on  the  coasts  of  Scotland 
they  oblige  them  to  relieve  the  convention  of  all  charges  and  expences 
whatsoever  that  may  be  incurred  in  presenting  the  said  petition  to 
parliament  &  the  consequences  thereof,  they  therefore  approve  of 
the  forsaid  draught  of  the  petition,  and  authorize  the  preeses  in 
their  name  to  sign  the  same,  and  appoint  it  to  be  recorded  after  the 
minutes  of  this  sederunt. 

The  same  day  the  agent's  assistant  produced  to  the  committee 
a  memorial  in  behalf  of  the  boroughs,  &  which  had  been  laid  before 
the  Right  Honble.  James  Montgomerie,  Esqr.,  lord  advocate,  in  order 
to  have  his  opinion  as  to  several  heads  of  the  present  annual  missive 
together  with  his  lordship's  answers  and  opinion  thereon.  Both  which 
being  read,  the  committee  appoint  them  to  be  recorded  after  the 
minutes  of  this  sederunt,  and  delay  the  further  consideration  thereof 
till    next  meeting. 
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Edinburgh.     Follows    the    copy    of    the   petition     to    parliament    appointed    to    be 

I  Decern  her 

1769.  recorded    by   the   preceeding  minute. 

Unto  the  Honble.  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament 
assembled,  the  Petition  of  the  Annual  Committee  of  the  Royal 
Boroughs  of  Scotland. 

Humbly  shetveth, — 

That  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  late  Majesty's  reign  a 
bounty  of  thirty  shillings  p.  ton  was  given  to  all  vessells  employed 
in  the  white  herring  fishery  fitted  out  in  the  manner  prescribed  in 
the  said  act,  which  bounty  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  said  reign 
was  encreased  "to  fifty  shillings  p.  ton  payable  out  of  the  customs. 

That  the  adventurers  in  the  above  fishery,  under  the  faith  of 
having  the  said  bounty  regularly  paid,  have  at  a  considerable  expence 
carried  on  the  said  white  herring  fishery  to  a  great  extent,  but  are 
in  such  difficultj's  from  the  deficiency  of  the  fund  alloted  for  payment 
of  this  bounty,  that  they  will  be  obliged  to  give  up  this  valuable 
branch  of  trade  unless  the  payment  of  the  said  bounty  shall  be 
put  upon  some  better  footing. 

May  it  therefore  please  the  honble.  House  to 
take  the  premisses  into  their  consideration, 
and  give  your  petitioners  such  redress  therein 
as  to  the  honble.  House  shall  seem  meet,  and 
your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever 
pray. 

(Signed)      James  Stuart,  preses. 

Edinbr.,  7th  December  1769. 
Signed  in  name,   in   presence,  and 
by    appointment   of   the    annual 
committee  of  the  royal  boroughs 
of  Scotland. 
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Follows  the   memorial   for   the    royal  boroughs,  with    Lord  Advocate's  Edinburgh 
answers  and  opinion  thereon,  appointed  to  be  recorded  by  the   jyea 
foregoing  minute  of  the  annual  committee. 

Memorial  for  the  Royal  Burrows  of  Scotland. 

The  annual  committee  of  royal  burrows,  upon  considering  the 
several  heads  of  their  missive,  were  of  opinion  that  some  of  them 
brought  the  boroughs  into  expences  occasioned  by  prosecutions  which 
have  hitherto  answered  no  good  purpose,  and  therefore  they  directed 
their  agent  to  lay  the  articles  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  before  his 
Majesty's  advocate,  in  order  that  his  lordship  might  give  his  opinion 
whether  these  heads  of  the  missive  are  to  be  retained  as  they  now 
stand,  or  if  any  alterations  are  to  be  made  upon  them,  and  what 
these  alterations  should  be,  or  whether  they  are  to  be  left  out 
altogether.  The  most  material  of  these  heads  of  the  missive  appears 
to  be  the  seventh,  "  by  which  it  is  ordained  that  no  person  whatsoever 
"  shall  have  the  benetite  of  tradeing  or  merchandize  within  any  of 
"  the  royal  boroughs  unless  they  reside  with  their  familys  therein 
"  at  least  eight  months  in  the  year  and  be  at  part  of  the  stents, 
"  taxations,  watchings,  wardings,  and  other  burdens  with  the  rest 
"  of  the  inhabitants,  and  if  he  shall  presume  to  do  in  the  contrary, 
"  that  his  trade  and  merchandize  shall  be  taken  from  him  and  he 
"  fined  and  unlaw'd,  conform  to  the  acts  of  parliament  and  acts  of 
"  burrows."  And  the  convention  recommended  to  the  several  royal 
boroughs  to  cause  put  the  acts  of  parliament  and  acts  of  boroughs 
in  due  execution  within  their  bounds. 

By  another  part  of  the  same  head  the  haill  royal  boroughs  are 
appointed,  not  only  to  send  up  to  every  annual  convention  lists  of 
such  freemen  as  trade  within  their  several  neighbourhoods  and  do 
not  reside  within  any  royal  borough  or  any  burgh  of  barony  or 
regality  that  have  accepted  of  the  communication  of  trade,  but  also 
of   all    unfreemen,   with   a  particular   account   of   their  residence    and 
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Edinburgh,     branches  of  trade  wherein  they  deal,  and  of  the  port  or  creeks  where 

7  December 

1769.  they  load  or  unload,   under  the  penalty  of   £60   Scots,  to  be  paid  by 

every    burgh  offending,  the   one   half  to   any    person    who    shall    give 

information    thereof    so    as    the    offender   may    be    convicted,    and    the 

other    half   to  the  agent   towards    defraying   of    the    expence    of   the 

missive ;  and  the  convention  recommend  it  to  their  agents  to  prosequte 

conform    to  law   such    as  shall   be   informed    against,   at   the    expence 

of  the  burrows. 

Upon  the  first  clause  of  this  head  or  article,  it  is  believed  there 
has  been  no  prosecution  against  any  person  for  exerciseing  a  trade 
and  yet  not  resideing  within  a  burrow,  and  therefore  the  committee 
cannot  say  whether  any  man  could  be  legally  challenged  upon  this 
account ;  but  the  committee  would  choose  to  have  his  lordship's 
opinion  how  far  it  is  reasonable  or  expedient  that  this  clause 
should  be  retained,  as  it  does  not  appear  that  the  royal  burrows 
can  be  hurt  in  any  shape,  or  any  particular  town  suffer,  tho'  a 
merchant  or  trader  should  reside  a  considerable  part  of  the  year 
without  the  limits  and  priviledges  of  the  burrow  to  which  he 
belongs. 

With  respect  to  the  other  clause  of  this  article,  vizt.,  a  prosecution 
against  unfree  traders,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  moment  and  attended 
with  no  small  difficulty.  Many  acts  of  parliament  have  been  made  in 
favours  of  the  royal  burrows,  more  ancient  acts  give  almost  the 
whole  priviledge  of  trade  to  the  royal  burrows,  but  these  appear  to 
be  restricted  or  explained  by  the  act,  1672,  by  which  it  is  enacted 
"  That  it  is  and  shall  be  the  priviledge  of  the  freemen  of  royal 
"  burrows  and  no  other  incorporation  of  persons  within  this  kingdome 
"  to  buy  or  sell  in  great  or  whole  sale,  wine,  wax,  silks,  spiceries, 
"  wald,  and  other  matterials  for  dying,  and  that  no  other  incorpora- 
"  tion  or  person  within  this  kingdome  shall  have  power  to  import 
"  or  export  the  same,  or  to  import  any  other  commodities  except 
"  such  as  are  allowed  them  by  this  present  act."  Then  follows  an 
exception  of  noblemen,  prelates,  and  barons  of  importing  these  goods 
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for   the   use   of  their  familys  ;  and  every  other  person   is    allowed   to   Edinburgh. 

,  .        ,  7  December 

export    corns    that    are    the   growth   of    the    kingdome,    as    also    other   1769. 

native  commodities  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  burghs  of  barony  and  regality 

are    allowed    to    export    their    own    manufactures,    and    to    import    in 

return    thereof    necessarys    for   tillage   or   building,   or   for   the   use   of 

their  manufactures  ;    and  by  this  act  it  is  statute  and  ordained  "  That 

"  if    any    man    not    being    a    freeman    of    the   royal   burrows   shall   be 

"  found    to    have    in    his    possession  any  goods   or   commodities   to   be 

"  bought    or    sold,     exported    or    imported    by    him    contrary    to    this 

"  present  statute   and   the   priviledge  of  the  royal  boroughs,   the   said 

"  whole  goods  shall  be  escheat,  the  one  half  to  his  Majesty,  and   the 

"  other    half    to    the    burgh    apprehender,    and    if    the    said    goods    be 

"  apprehended  within  any  of  the  said  royal    burghs  or  the  suburbs  or 

"  pendicles  belonging  to   them  or  within  their  posts  or  harbours,  the 

"  same    may    be    summarily  seased    and   secm-ed    as    goods    escheat    in 

"  manner  foresaid  ;    but  if   the   said  goods   competent  to  freemen  only 

"  of  royal  burrows   shall  be   found  or  averred  to  be  found   elsewhere, 

"  they    shall    only   be  arreasted  and    pursued    to    be    declared    to   be 

"  escheat  to   be  divided    in    manner    above    written,    before    any   judi- 

"  catorie    as    accords    of    the    law."       By    this     act     magistrates     of 

burghs  are  discharged   to  sease   upon   any  goods  without  the  bounds 

of  their  burgh. 

By  the   act,    1690,   it    is   statute   "  That  importing  of  all    foreign 

"  commodities  and  merchandize,  either  by  sea  or  land,  doth  and  shall 

"  belong  to   the  freemen   inhabitants   of    his    Majesty's    royal    burrows 

"  allenarly,  excepting  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  or  other  bestial,  and  likewise 

"  excepting    such    commodities  as   noblemen   and    barons    shall    import 

"  for  their  own  use,  and  whereof  no  part   shall   be  imported  for  sale  ; 

"  that  exporting  by  sea  of  all  the  native  commodities  of  this  kingdome 

"  doth    and    shall    belong    to    the    freemen     inhabitants    of    the    royal 

"  burrows    only,    excepting   corns,    cattle,   horses,    sheep,  mettals,    coal, 

"  salt,  lime,   and   stone,    but   prejudice   to   the  noblemen  and  bai'ons  to 

"  export  as  much  of  the  other  native  product  of  the  kingdome,  whether 
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Edinburgh.  "  staple  commodities  or  others,  as  may  answer  to  the  value  of  the 
1769°em  CI  "  commodities  which  shall  be  imported  by  them  for  their  own  use. 
"  as  also  but  prejudice  to  all  the  leidges  to  transport  by  land  out  of 
"  this  kingdome  all  the  native  commodities  thereof." 

By  a  subsequent  act  of  parliament  in  the  1693,  the  royal  burrows 
are  allowed  to  communicate  their  priviledge  of  trade  to  burghs  of 
regality  and  barony  and  others  upon  payment  to  them  of  a  just 
proportion  of  the  hundred  pounds  of  the  tax  roll  imposed  upon 
them  by  act  of  parliament  effeiring  or  corresponding  to  their  trade, 
and  this  communication  is  declared  to  be  perpetual. 

By  these  acts  of  parliament  the  penalty  upon  unfree  traders  is 
escheat  of  the  goods  imported  or  exported,  and  if  found  within  the 
priviledges  of  royal  boroughs  they  may  be  summarily  seased  and 
secured,  but  if  found  else  where  they  can  only  be  areasted  and 
declared  to  be  escheat,  and  this  last  appears  to  be  attended  with 
very  great  difficultys. 

In  a  late  case  betwixt  the  burgh  of  Kirkwall  and  the  village 
of  Stromness,  the  town  of  Stromness  had  agreed  to  relieve  the  town 
of  Kirk  well  of  a  third  part  of  their  land  tax  for  a  communication 
of  trade,  which  agreement  had  subsisted  for  some  years ;  but  the 
inhabitants  of  Stromness  having  failled  in  payment,  the  town  of 
Kirkwell  applyed  to  the  SherriefT  of  Orkney  for  warrants  of  arreast- 
ment,  in  consequence  of  which  they  arreasted  in  the  hands  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Stromness  all  sorts  of  goods  and  merchandize  imported 
or  otherways  traffick'd  and  traited  for  by  them  and  each  of  them 
contrair  to  law  and  presently  in  their  possessions  or  in  the  possessions 
of  any  of  them  ;  and  upon  these  areastments  they  brought  an  action 
before  the  sherriefF,  concludeing  that  the  goods  which  were  in  the 
custody  and  possession  of  the  defendants  at  the  date  of  the  areast- 
ments should  be  declared  escheat  and  the  goods  or  value  made 
furthcomeing  ;  the  sherrieft*  by  his  interlocutor,  20th  September  1750, 
found  the  quantitys,  kinds,  and  values  of  ye  illicit  goods  lybell'd  on, 
and    which    were   in    the   several    defendants   their   hands   at  the   time 
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of  useing  the   arreastment  tybelled  on,  relevant  to  be  proven  by  the  Edinbcroh. 

1    1  JcOGIXlDGl* 

said   defendants   their   oaths,   and  upon  their  failling  to  compear  and    1759, 


depone,  judgement  was  given  against  them.      The  cause  was  brought 

before   the   Court  of  Session    by  suspension,   and  the   lords   ultimatly  2*  Febry. 

found   "  That  the   goods   not   having  been   deprehended  and   arreasted 

"  in  the   hands  of   the  suspenders,  are  not  subject  to  confiscation,  and 

"  that  the   suspenders  are  not  oblidged  to  depone  upon  the  quantitys 

"  in   their  hands,  and  therefore  they  suspended  the  letters  simpliciter 

"  and  decerned."      And  this  judgement  of  the  Court   of    Session    was 

affirmed  by  the  House  of  Peers. 

The  decision  in  this  case  seems  to  make  it  a  very  difficult  matter 
to  carry  the  law  into  execution  in  any  case  except  where  the  ipsa 
corpora  of  the  goods  can  be  found  in  the  hands  of  the  partys 
within  the  priviledges  of  burrow,  for  the  act  of  parliament,  1672, 
discharges  magistrates  of  burrows,  or  others  having  commissions  from 
them,  from  searching  or  seasing  upon  any  goods  or  any  ways 
troubling  or  mollesting  his  Majest}^'s  good  subjects  living  without 
the  bounds  of  their  said  burrows  or  suburbs  summaiuly  &  by  way 
of  fack,  but  only  by  legal  process  according  to  law,  upon  any  pretence 
of  priviledge  or  custom  whatsoever,  unless  the  persons  be  deprehended 
in  the  present  or  actual  transgression  of  the  priviledge  of  the  royal 
burrows  therein,  and  that  within  the  bounds  of  the  said  burrows, 
suburbs,  and  parts  thereof,  under  the  pain  of  being  proceeded  against 
as  committers  of  riot  and  disturbers  of  his  Majesty's  peace. 

As,  therefore,  the  few  actions  that  have  been  brought  against 
unfree  traders  have  been  expensive  to  the  royal  burrows,  and  have 
produced  no  good  effect,  they  want  to  be  advised  in  what  manner 
they  are  to  proceed  against  these  unfree  traders,  what  alteration 
should  be  made  upon  this  head  of  the  missive,  or  if  it  is  to  be  left 
out  altogether,  and  particularly  if  the  convention  should  be  free  of 
the  expence  of  the  prosecutions. 

They  also  want  to  be  advised  with  respect  to  article  fifth,  which 
respects  an  act  of  the   convention,    1714,   recommending  to  the    royal 
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Edinburgh,  burrows  to  put  the  laws  in  execution  against  selling  of  salt,  floor 
i769Cem  Cr  anc^  meall  otherways  than  by  weight,  and  prosecute  the  contravinars, 
especially  as  the  selling  of  salt  by  measure  is  a  prevailing  and 
universal  custom  when  salt  is  sold  in  retail,  which  probably  was  not 
the  meaning  or  intention  of  the  act,  but  only  when  it  is  sold  in 
wholesale  or  from  the  pans,  tho'  these  two  cases  are  not  distinguished ; 
and  therefore  if  the  learned  council  shall  think  that  this  part  of  the 
missive  is  to  be  retained,  it  is  submitted  if  it  will  not  be  proper  to 
mention  such  distinction,  and  also  to  leave  out  the  clause  oblidgeing 
the  convention  to  reimburse  their  expence. 

The  sixth  head  of  the  missive  mentions  that  by  act  of  convention, 
31st  July  1726,  it  is  statute  and  ordained  that  fresh  herrings  shall  be 
bought  and  sold  by  mett  and  not  by  tale,  vizt.,  in  the  north  and  west 
by  the  measure  called  the  barrel  containing  66  pints,  and  in  the  Frith 
of  Forth  by  the  measure  called  the  mett  containing  42  pints ;  and  that 
this  act  may  be  more  particularly  observed,  the  magistrates  of  burghs 
are  ordained  to  fine  each  contraviner  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty 
shillings  sterling  and  not  under  half  a  crown  for  each  transgression  ; 
this  act  is  ordained  to  be  published  twice  in  the  year,  and  put  to 
due  execution  under  the  penalty  of  a  £100  Scots ;  and  it  is  recom- 
mended to  certain  burghs  to  use  their  utmost  interest  with  the 
justices  of  peace  within  their  shires  to  have  this  act  put  to  execu- 
tion, and  it  is  declared  that  the  convention  will  reimburse  any 
charges  they  may  be  put  to  before  the  superior  courts  by  obeying 
this  act. 

This  act  is  certainly  meant  of  fresh  herrings  intended  to  be 
cured  for  exportation,  tho'  it  is  not  so  exprest,  and  the  lord  advocate 
will  judge  how  far  it  ought  to  be  retained,  and  if  retained,  if  it 
is  proper  that  the  royal  burrows  should  be  at  the  expence  of  the 
prosecutions. 

Edinburgh,  5th  December  1769.  This  is  the  memorial  answered 
by  me  of  this  date.  (Signed)     Ja.  Mry. 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  353 

Answers  to  the  Memorial  for  the  Royal   Boroughs  of  Scotland.         Edinburgh. 

7  December 

The  annual   missive   from  the  convention  to  the    royal    boroughs  }j®L 

has  been  laid  before  me,  with  a  memorial  upon  the  subject  matter 
of  three  of  the  articles  of  the  missive,  to  witt,  the  fifth,  sixth,  and 
seventh,  and  I  am  desired  to  give  my  opinion  whether  any  or  what 
alteration  ought  to  be  made  upon  these  articles  of  the  missive,  or 
whether  they  ought  to  be  left  out  altogether. 

I  shall  consider  the  articles  seperately  in  the  order  they  stand 
in  the  missive,  and  shall  state  what  occurs  to  me  to  be  necessary 
for  answering  the  purpose  for  which  the  memorial  and  missive 
have  been  laid  before  me. 

The  fifth  article  imports  a  recommendation  to  the  royal  burrows 
to  put  the  laws  in  execution  against  the  selling  of  salt,  meall,  or 
floor  otherways  than  by  weight,  and  declares  that  if  the  royal 
burrows  shall  incurr  any  expence  in  doing  so  before  superior  courts, 
the  convention  will  support  and  reimburse  them. 

The  recommendation  so  far  as  respects  the  selling  of  flour  and 
meal  by  weight  is  exceedingly  proper,  and  may  with  great  propriety 
be  continued  in  the  missive,  as  it  is  only  a  recommendation  to  be 
attentive  in  seeing  the  possitive  enactment  of  a  statute  carried  into 
execution  from  which  great  benefite  has  arisen  to  the  country ;  but 
as  to  the  selling  of  salt  by  weight,  I  think  that  part  of  the 
article  should  be  left  out,  for  if  the  selling  by  weight  in  retail  is  the 
object  of  the  recommendation,  I  know  of  no  law  that  directs  the 
selling  in  that  manner,  and  the  universal  practise  is  to  sell  in 
retail  by  measure,  of  which  I  never  heard  any  complaint ;  and  if 
the  selling  at  the  salt  pans  is  the  object  of  the  recommendation,  it 
is  sufficiently  provided  for  by  the  statutes  imposeing  the  duties 
upon  salt. 

The    continueing    a    declaration   on   this   article   of  relieveing   the 
burrows  of  any  expence  they  may  be  put  to  by  process  before  superior 
courts  will  be  perfectly  safe   and  harmless  when  the  recommendation 
w 
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Edinburgh,     about  the  salt  is  left  out,  for  the  regulation  of  selling  meal  by  weight 

17(59  has,    I    believe,    universally    taken    effect,    and    if   any    person    should 

transgress  the   law   in  that  matter,  there  is  no  probability  that    ever 

the   judgement    of    the    magistrates    of    a    royal    borough    inflicting    a 

punishment  for  doing  so  will  be  complained  of  in  a  superior  court. 

The  sixth  article  recites  an  act  of  the  convention  held  in  July 
1726,  ordaining  that  in  all  the  boroughs  of  the  kingdome  fresh 
herrings  should  be  bought  and  sold  by  the  metts  therein  specified 
and  not  by  tale ;  and  the  convention  not  only  recommends  to  the 
magistrates  of  royal  burrows  to  execute  the  act  within  their  respective 
boroughs,  but  there  is  a  recommendation  to  certain  boroughs  to  use 
their  intei'est  with  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  having  the  act  executed 
in  the  country ;  and  there  is  a  declaration,  as  in  the  former  article, 
that  the  convention  will  relieve  such  royal  boroughs  as  shall  be  put 
to  expence  in  executing  the  act  by  processes  before  superior  courts. 

I  am  not  so  conversant  in  the  herring  fishery  as  to  discover  any 
good  purpose  which  this  regulation  could  ever  answer.  If  the  object 
of  it  was  to  regulate  the  mode  of  selling  fresh  herrings  in  large 
quantitys  when  intended  to  be  cured,  it  possibly  may  have  some 
utility,  altho'  I  cannot  perceive  it.  If  the  object  was  to  regulate 
the  mode  of  selling  fresh  herring  in  retail  for  private  consumpt,  it 
certainly  was  a  very  bad  regulation,  as  the  selling  by  taill  is  more 
convenient  and  expedient  than  by  measure ;  but  however  that  may 
be,  as  there  is  no  statutory  law  which  directs  the  selling  of  fresh 
herring  by  measure,  it  was  going  further  than  I  think  the  convention 
ought  to  have  done  to  make  a  law  for  the  country,  for  altho'  the 
convention  of  the  royal  burrows  may  be  understood  to  have  powers 
to  make  regulations  for  the  greater  conveniency  of  carrying  on  trade 
within  burrows,  yet  they  certainly  could  make  no  act  or  regulation 
which  could  be  carried  into  execution  by  justices  of  the  peace  without 
the  burrows  ;  and  indeed  the  idea  adopted  by  the  convention,  1726, 
of  the  selling  of  herrings  by  the  measure,  specified  in  their  act,  appears 
to  me  to  have  been  altogether  unproper,  when  a  law  had  only  passed 
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six   years   before,  that  in  the   5th   year  of  the   reign  of  Geo.  the    1st,  Edikbdeoh. 
enacting  that   the   contents  of  the   herring  barrel  should  be  the  same    i7(;<i. 
throughout    Great    Brittain,   and    should    contain    32    English    gallons, 
a   measure   different   from    either   of  the    measures    mentioned    in    this 
article  of  the  missive. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  humbly  of  opinion  that  this  article 
should  be  left  entirely  out  of  the  missive.  The  legislature  has  been 
carefull  in  makeing  proper  regulations  with  regard  to  the  contents 
of  the  barrel  of  herring  when  cured  and  intended  either  for 
exportation  or  home  consumpt,  and  the  purchasers  of  fresh  herrings 
may  be  allowed  to  buy  by  measure  or  taill  as  they  and  the  sellers 
shall  judge  to  be  most  proper. 

The  seventh  article  recites  an  act  of  the  convention,  1717, 
whereby  it  is  statuted  and  ordained  that  no  person  whatsoever  shall 
have  the  benefite  of  tradeing  or  merchandizeing  within  any  of  the 
royal  burrows  unless  he  reside  with  his  ffamily  therein  at  least 
eight  months  in  the  year  and  bear  part  of  the  stent,  taxations, 
watchings,  wardings,  and  other  burdens  with  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  if  he  does  in  the  contraiy,  that  his  trade  shall  be  taken  from 
him  and  he  fined  &  unlawed,  conform  to  the  acts  of  parliament  and 
acts  of  burrows ;  and  there  is  a  recommendation  in  this  article  to  all 
the  royal  burrows  to  cause  put  the  act  to  execution.  This  article 
likewise  recites  an  act  of  convention  past  in  1730,  appointing  the 
royal  boroughs  to  send  up  to  every  annual  convention  not  only 
lists  of  such  freemen  as  trade  within  their  several  neighbourhoods 
and  do  not  reside  within  any  royal  borough,  or  burgh  of  barony 
or  regality,  who  have  accepted  of  the  communication  of  trade, 
but  likewise  lists  of  all  un freemen,  with  a  particular  account  of 
their  residence  and  branches  of  trade  wherein  they  deal,  and  of 
the  port  and  creeks  where  they  load  and  unload ;  and  there  is  a 
recommendation  to  the  agents  for  the  royal  burrows  to  prosecute 
such  as  shall  be  informed  against  at  the  expence  of  the  burrows. 
This    article    concludes    with    mentioning    a    third    act    of    convention 
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Edinburgh,  past  in  1750,  wherein  a  due  observance  of  the  last  recited  act  of 
J  769  said   to  be  recommended  to  the  royal    burrows,  and  that  they   would 

bring  up  lists  of  the  unfree  traders  that  they  might  be  prosecuted. 

This  article  is  full  of  important  matter,  and  it  merits  to  be 
well  deliberated  upon  by  the  members  of  the  convention  before  any 
resolution  is  taken  concerning  it.  I  shall  state  what  occurs  to  me 
upon  the  several  matters,  and  shall  conclude  with  suggesting  what 
in  my  humble  opinion  the  convention  ought  to  do  with  regard  to 
this  article. 

In  the  first  place,  altho'  our  statutes  limite  the  exercise  of  trade 
to  the  freemen,  indwellers  or  inhabitants  of  royal  boroughs,  yet  as 
no  statute  has  required  such  freemen  to  reside  within  their  boroughs 
eight  months  or  any  specified  time,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  conven- 
tion, 1717,  went  further  than  they  could  lawfully  go  when  they  made 
an  act  for  depriveing  freemen  of  royal  boroughs  of  their  priviledge 
of  carrying  on  trade  who  did  not  reside  in  their  boroughs  eight 
months,  and  therefore  I  am  clear  that  the  act  of  convention  as  to 
this  matter  ought  to  be  altered,  more  especially  as  there  does  not 
seem  to  be  any  expediency  in  it,  for  a  person  may  be  a  veiy 
diserveing  burgess  of  any  borough,  and  a  very  usefull  member  of 
society  in  carrying  on  foreign  trade,  altho'  he  does  not  reside  eight 
months  within  his  borough.  The  object  of  the  statute  law  is,  that 
every  person  who  carrys  on  foreign  trade  should  be  a  freeman  of 
a  borough  and,  as  such,  subject  to  the  taxes  and  burdens  of  his 
borough,  without  determining  any  time  of  residence.  If  the  personal 
service  of  a  burg-ess  who  does  not  reside  much  within  the  borough 
should  be  required  at  any  particular  time  in  watching,  warding,  or 
other  acts  of  duty,  he  may  be  called  upon  by  his  borough,  and 
punished  if  he  does  not  perform  what  is  his  duty,  but  there  is  no 
sort  of  expediency  or  necessity  or  even  propriety  in  those  modern 
times  of  requiring  eight  months'  time  or  any  other  limited  time 
whatever. 

2dly.  As  a  consequence   of  this,  it  must  be   improper  to  appoint 
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the    royal    boroughs    to   send   to   the    annual    convention    lists    of     the   Edinburgh. 

Jo  7  December 

freemen  who  do   not   reside   as  required  by  the  act,   1717  ;  and  I  am    1769. 

further  of  opinion  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  require  such  annual 
list  to  be  transmitted  of  the  unfreemen  as  directed  by  the  act,  1730. 
The  annual  returns  of  such  lists  can  answer  no  good  purpose,  unless 
it  is  meant  that  all  such  unfreemen  as  are  returned  in  these 
lists  should  be  prosecuted,  which  the  convention  hitherto  has  not 
thought  proper  to  do,  and  in  these  days  of  liberty  it  seems  to  have 
too  much  the  air  of  inquisition  to  order  that  the  lists  returned 
should  contain  a  particular  account  of  the  places  where  the  unfree- 
men reside,  branches  of  trade  they  deal  in,  and  the  ports  or  creeks 
where  they  load  and  unload.  Such  an  enquiry  may  sometimes 
be  made  with  propriety,  as  shall  afterwards  be  taken  notice  of, 
but  an  annual  inquisition  of  this  kind  is  certainly  improper,  and 
there  is  nothing  can  illustrate  this  more  than  its  not  having  received 
execution  or  having  had  any  good  consequence  attending  it. 

'Mly.  As  the  large  proportion  of  the  land  tax  paid  by  the  royal 
boroughs  was  probably  in  some  measures  oweing  to  their  having  an 
exclusive  priviledge  of  carrying  on  foreign  trade,  it  is  proper  to 
investigate  whether  the  royal  boroughs  have  a  power  of  preventing 
unfreemen  and  persons  not  resideing  in  burghs  of  regality  or  barony, 
not  having  a  communication  of  trade,  from  carrying  on  such  trade, 
and  in  what  manner  that  best  can  be  done. 

The  intendment  of  the  law  is  clear  that  the  burgesses  of  royal 
boroughs  paying  Scot  and  lott  in  them,  and  the  inhabitants  of  other 
boroughs  having  a  communication  of  trade,  should  not  only  be  entitled 
to  carry  on  ft'oreign  trade  under  certain  exceptions — the  extent  of  the 
priviledge  and  of  the  exceptions  is  fully  explained  and  ascertained  by 
act  12th,  pari.  1690. 

The  act  last  mentioned  of  1690  declares  that  the  priviledges 
thereby  given  to  royal  boroughs  shall  have  execution  in  the  way 
and  manner  as  prescribed  by  act  5th,  pari.  1672,  with  an  exception 
as   to   general    letters    which    are    discharged    by    the   act  immediatly 
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Edinburgh,  subsequent ;  but  when  the  act  of  1  (572  is  looked  into,  there  appears 
1769.  to  be  obscurity  in  the  words  and  great  want  of  precision. 

The  mode  adopted  by  the  statute,  1672,  of  checking  and 
preventing  encroachments  upon  the  priviledges  of  royal  boroughs  as 
to  foreign  trade  is  by  giveing  to  the  boroughs  a  power  of  seizing  and 
confiscating  foreign  goods  imported,  found  in  the  possession  of  unfree- 
men not  entitled  to  carry  on  foreign  trade. 

When  foreign  goods  are  found  by  the  magistrates  of  a  royal 
borough,  or  by  others  appointed  to  search  for  them,  in  the  possession 
of  unfreemen,  it  is  clear  that  they  may  be  seized  via  facti,  and 
become  forfeited ;  but  in  all  such  cases  I  think  it  would  be  proper 
that  after  the  seizure  a  prosecution  should  be  carried  on  before  the 
magistrates  at  the  instance  of  their  pror.  fiscal,  and  that  a  judgement 
should  be  given  declaring  the  goods  to  be  forfeited. 

If  the  goods  are  found  without  the  royal  boroughs,  the  statute 
enacts  that  "  They  shall  only  be  arreasted  and  pursued  to  be  declared 
"  escheat  to  be  divided  in  manner  above  written  before  any  judicature 
"  as  accords  of  the  law,  and  that  upon  pretence  thereof  the  magistrates 
"  of  burghs,  or  others  by  commission  from  them,  or  any  of  their 
"  inhabitants,  shall  not  search  or  seize  upon  any  goods  or  any  way 
"  trouble  or  mollest  his  Majesty's  good  subjects  living  without  the 
"  bounds  of  their  said  burghs  or  subburbs  summarily  and  by  way 
"  of  fact,  but  only  by  legal  process  according  to  law,  upon  the  pretence 
"  of  any  priviledge,  custom,  or  usage  whatsoever." 

In  the  case  mentioned  in  the  memorial,  between  the  burgh  of 
Kirkwall  and  inhabitants  of  Stromness,  the  Court  of  Session  found 
in  substance  that  the  attacking  foreign  goods  in  the  possession  of 
unfreemen  by  useing  arreastments  against  them  was  inept  and 
improper,  and  that  the  persons  against  whom  the  arreastments  were 
used  were  not  bound  to  depone  upon  the  quantitys  in  their  possession  ; 
and  this  judgement  appears  to  have  been  founded  upon  the  court 
understanding  the  word  arreasted  in  the  statute  to  be  synonimous 
with    the     makeing   a    seizure,    and    it   follows    from    this    judgement 
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that    an    actual    seizure    of    the   goods    is    necessary    for    their    being  Edinburgh. 
.         .  '7  December 

carried   into  condemnation.  1769. 

The  next  thing  to  be  considered  is  in  what  manner  such  seizure 
can  be  made,  fibr  the  statute  has  enacted  that  the  magistrates  of 
boroughs  and  others  commissioned  by  them  shall  not  search  for  or 
seize  upon  any  goods  or  trouble  any  of  the  King's  subjects  living 
without  the  bounds  of  their  borough  summarily  or  by  way  of  ffact, 
but  only  by  legal  process. 

The  only  unexceptionable  method  which  occurs  to  me  is,  that 
when  foreign  goods  are  discovered  to  be  in  the  possession  of  an 
unfreeman  resideing  without  the  libertys  of  the  borough,  the  magis- 
trates, or  others  commissioned  by  them  to  search  for  such  goods, 
should  preferr  a  petition  to  the  judge  ordinary  or  justice  of  peace 
setting  furth  the  fact  and  praying  for  a  warrant  to  make  seizure  of 
the  goods,  and  which  being  granted  and  the  goods  seized,  they  may 
be  prosecuted  for  condemnation  before  the  judge  ordinary. 

Another  method  of  preventing  unfreemen  from  makeing  encroach- 
ments upon  the  priviledges  of  royal  boroughs,  of  which  notice  is  taken 
in  our  statute  law,  is  by  chargeing  them  upon  letters  of  horning 
to  find  caution  to  give  obedience  to  the  acts  introducing  these 
priviledges ;  but  as  general  letters  of  horning  are  discharged,  I  could 
not  advise  this  method  to  be  followed,  altho'  I  think  letters  of 
horning  might  be  made  so  special  as  to  bring  them  out  of  the 
prohibition,  but  still  it  would  be  made  the  foundation  of  so  much 
argument  and  debate  that  I  could  not  advise  it  if  there  is  a  better. 

The  seizure  of  foreign  goods  in  the  possession  of  unfreemen 
resideing  without  the  precincts  of  royal  boroughs  must  from  the 
nature  of  the  thing  be  attended  with  difficulty,  and  will  seldom  or 
never  be  carried  into  execution,  as  such  a  seizure  would  probably 
be  considered  by  the  country  as  a  malevolent  and  oppressive  act  in 
those  who  made  it. 

At  the  same  time  it  may  happen  that  foreign  trade  may  be 
carried   on    by   the   inhabitants   of   burghs   of   barony   or   regality,   not 
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Edinburgh,     having   a  communication  of  trade,   to   such   an   extent  as  to  make    it 

7  December  .  „  . 

1769.  proper,  even  m  those  days  or  moderation  and    liberty,   to    check   and 

prevent  such  a  commerce,  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  the  inhabitants 

of  such  burghs  to    submitt   to    the   payment  of    a    proportion    of    the 

land  tax  by  applying  for  a  communication  of  trade. 

In  such  a  case  there  are  two  ways  in  which  this  might  be 
done,  or  at  least  attempted  with  some  probability  of  success,  without 
an  actual  seizure  of  goods ;  the  one  is  applying  to  the  lords  of 
session,  by  a  petition  for  letters  of  horning,  not  general  but  speciall, 
against  the  particular  persons  named  in  the  bill,  as  being  concerned 
in  carrying  on  a  foreign  trade  without  being  freemen  of  any 
royal  borough  or  their  borough  having  obtained  a  communication 
of  trade. 

The  objection  to  this  method  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  it 
is  uncertain  if  the  court  would  get  over  it ;  but  there  is  another 
method  which  appears  to  me  to  be  more  unexceptionable,  and  that 
is,  by  instituting  an  action  in  the  Court  of  Session  against  persons 
concerned  in  such  foreign  trade,  to  have  it  found  and  declared  that 
they  are  not  intitled  to  carry  on  such  trade,  and  that  they  should  be 
prohibited  and  discharged  from  carrying  on  such  trade  in  time 
comeing  untill  they  become  fi'reemen  of  such  royal  borough  where 
they  can  be  taxed  for  their  trade,  or  that  the  borough  where  they 
reside  obtains  a  communication  of  trade. 

The  case  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  burgh  of  barony  or  regality 
carrying  on  foreign  trade  to  a  considerable  extent  is  the  only  case 
in  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  convention  of  the  royal  boroughs 
should  over  take  any  concern  about ;  and  this  leads  me  to  suggest 
for  the  consideration  of  the  convention  what  I  think  should  be 
substitute  in  place  of  the  seventh  article  of  their  missive.  I  propose 
the  article  should  be  in  substance  as  follows. 

The  convention  having  taken  under  consideration  that  the  royal 
boroughs  of  Scotland  are  chargeable  with  one  sixth  part  of  the 
land   tax ;    that  by    several    acts   of   parliament,    and    particularly   by 
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act    12th.    pari.     1090,    the    priviledge    of    carrying   on    foreign    trade   Edinburgh. 
.  .  ...  .      ,.     ...    j  ,,       7  December 

under    certain     exceptions    specifyed    in    the    act    is    hnntted    to    the    1769. 

freemen  inhabitants  of  his  Majesty's  royal  boroughs ;  that  the  royal 
boroughs  have  not  had  from  the  burghs  of  regality  and  barony  a 
partial  relief  of  the  land  tax  to  the  extent  intended  for  them  by 
act  30th,  pari.  1093,  by  reason  of  many  burghs  of  regality  and 
barony  not  having  taken  the  benefite  of  a  communication  of  foreign 
trade  ;  that  it  is  unreasonable  and  unjust  that  the  royal  boroughs  should 
be  subjected  to  the  payment  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  land 
tax  and  that  so  small  a  relief  should  be  given  to  them,  as  is  done 
by  reason  of  many  burghs  of  regallity  and  barony  not  having  taken 
a  communication  of  trade ;  do  therefore  recommend  to  and  enjoin 
the  several  royal  boroughs  in  Scotland  to  enquire  into  the  state  of 
the  foreign  trade  of  such  burghs  of  regallity  and  barony  in  their 
neighbourhood  as  they  judge  ought  to  have  applyed  for  a  com- 
munication of  trade  but  have  not  done  so,  and  to  report  a  state  of 
their  trade,  and  the  names  and  designations  of  the  persons  who  carry 
on  such  foreign  trade,  in  order  that  the  convention  may  judge  whether 
or  how  far  it  is  proper  to  use  legal  means  for  compelling  such  unfree 
traders  either  to  desist  therefrom  unless  the  boroughs  where  they 
reside  obtains  a  communication  of  trade,  or  that  they  become  tfree- 
men  and  inhabitants  of  a  royal  borough. 

This  the  opinion  of  (Signed)      Ja.  Montgomery. 

Edinr.,  5th  Decembr.   17(39. 


23  January   1770. 

James    Stuart,     Esqr.,    preeses ;    Dumfermling,    Alexander  Hart ;  Sederunt. 

Bruntisland,  George    Chalmers ;  Anstr.   Easter,    James    Hunter ;  Aber- 

brothock,    John    Douglas,     Esqr. ;    Whithorn,    John    M'Gowan  ;  Crail, 
William  Chalmers ;  New  Galloway,  Alexander  Ferguson,  Esqr. 
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Edinburgh.  The  which  day  the  preses  laid  before  the  committee  two   letters, 

OQ  ■illltl'lFV 

1770.  one  of   the  sixteenth  and    the   other   of  the  twenty-fifth  of  December 

last,  which  he  had  received  from  Messrs  Niel  M'Viccar,  David  Wallace, 
and  John  Colvill,  commissioners  authorized  by  the  boroughs  to  solicit 
from  parliament  the  particular  encouragements  to  the  linen  manu- 
factures recommended  by  an  act  of  last  convention,  and  contained 
in  the  instructions  to  these  commissioners  by  the  annual  committee 
of  the  eight  day  of  November  last,  giving  a  particular  account  of 
their  conduct  in  negotiating  so  far  that  affair,  from  which  and  the 
countenance  they  had  met  with  from  the  ministry  and  others  in 
power  they  had  reason  to  hope  their  solicitation  would  in  some 
measure  be  attended  with  success ;  the  preeses  also  laid  before  the 
committee  a  copy  of  the  memorial  prepared  for  the  lords  of  the 
treasury  on  that  subject,  and  a  printed  case  of  the  linen  manufacture 
in  Great  Britain  &  Ireland.  All  which  being  read  and  considered  by 
the  annual  committee,  they  approve  of  the  conduct  of  their  com- 
missioners in  so  far  as  they  have  proceeded  in  the  negotiation  of  this 
att'air  agreeably  to  their  instructions. 

The  same  day  there  was  presented  a  petition  to  the  committee 
from  the  manufactui'ers  and  dealers  in  diaper,  damask,  and  other 
linens,  making  some  observations  upon  the  above  printed  case,  and 
praying  the  committee  to  give  instructions  to  their  commissioners 
to  endeavour  to  obtain  an  extension  of  the  Hollands  rates  and  dutys 
to  all  foreign  diaper  and  damask  imported  into  Great  Britain  exceed- 
ing twenty-two  &  a  half  inches  in  breadth,  and  a  bounty  on 
the  exportation  of  all  diapers  and  plain  linens  whether  painted, 
printed,  stained  &  dyed  or  not,  where  the  square  yard  shall  not 
exceed  eighteen  pence  in  value.  Which  being  read  and  considered 
by  the  committee,  it  was  observed  that  from  the  memorial  prepared 
for  the  treasury  it  appeared  the  commissioners  had  requested  the 
extension  of  the  bounty  to  diapers  and  printed  linens  exported  where 
the  square  yard  did  not  exceed  two  shillings  in  value,  and  that  altho' 
some  of  the  particulars  in  the  petition  do  not  appear  to  be  mentioned 
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in  the  printed  case,  the  commissioners  would  certainly  have  it  in  Edinburgh. 
their  view  to  have  these  put  into  the  bill  proposed  to  be  brought  1770. 
into  parliament ;  yet  as  what  is  prayed  for  by  the  above  petition  is 
of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the  diaper  and  damask  linen  manu- 
facture, and  as  the  strictest  attention  ought  to  be  given  for  obtaining 
it,  especially  as  the  same  was  positively  ordered  by  the  last  convention, 
as  contained  in  their  minutes,  an  extract  of  which  was  delivered  to 
the  commissioners,  the  annual  committee  appoint  the  preses  to  trans- 
mitt  a  eopy  of  the  petition  now  given  in  to  their  commissioners  at 
London,  and  to  write  to  them  to  pay  particular  attention  thereto, 
and  to  use  every  endeavour  to  have  the  Hollands  rates  and  dutys 
extended  to  all  diapers,  damask,  and  table  linen  imported  into  Great 
Britain  from  Germany  or  else  where,  and  that  this  should  be  one  of 
the  articles  in  the  bill  proposed  to  be  brought  into  parliament 
agreeably  to  the  act  of  last  convention ;  and  as  it  was  further 
observed  that  the  article  relative  to  the  total  prohibition  of  French 
cambricks  mentioned  in  the  printed  case  had  not  been  before  the 
general  convention,  and  tho'  it  is  a  thing  much  to  be  wished,  yet 
it  might  occasion  a  greater  opposition  to  the  other  articles  which 
the  commissioners  had  been  appointed  expressly  to  sollicite  by  the 
last  convention,  and  it  appear'd  that  the  board  of  trade  in  Ireland 
have  not  concurred  with  the  commissioners  from  Scotland  in  this 
particular,  the  annual  committee  leave  it  to  their  commissioners  to 
proceed  with  regard  to  this  matter  according  as  they  shall  be  advised 
by  those  in  power,  always  taking  care  that  their  procedure  in  applying 
for  a  total  prohibition  of  French  cambricks  shall  noways  obstruct  the 
success  of  the  other  particulars  the  last  general  convention  had  in 
view  of  applying  for. 

The  same  day  the  preses  laid  before  the  committee  the  copy  of 
a  letter  bearing  date  the  twenty-nineth  of  November  last,  and  which 
in  December  following  he  received  from  John  Stuart,  Esqr.,  the 
deputy  conservator  at  Campvere,  informing  that  as  a  distemper  raged 
among  the   horned    cattle  in  Zealand  owing-  as  was  thought  from  the 
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Edinburgh,     importation  of  infected  hay  from  other  parts;  upon  receiving  informa- 
1770.  tion  that  Captain  Spittle  of  the  "Peggy,"  belonging  to  and  bound  to 

Dysert,  was  loading  hay  at  Middleburgh,  least  the  contagion  should 
be  thereby  communicated  to  Scotland,  he  had  thought  it  his  duty 
to  desire  him  to  desist  from  taking  it  on  board,  and  that  what  he 
had  shiped  should  be  immediately  put  on  shoar ;  that  notwithstanding 
of  his  having  wrote  two  letters  to  the  said  Captain  to  the  above 
purpose,  yet  he  had  refused  to  comply,  and  therefore  that  proper 
precautions  should  be  taken  for  preventing  his  landing  it  in  Scotland  ; 
and  the  preses  further  informed  the  committee  that  immediately  on 
receipt  of  this  letter  he  had  laid  it  before  the  commissioners  of 
customs,  and  who,  in  consequence  thereof  and  a  signed  information 
he  gave  them,  had  not  only  given  orders  to  their  officers  for 
preventing  the  said  hay  from  being  landed,  and  in  terms  thereof 
the  forsaid  vessel  had  been  stopt  at  Dysert,  but  had  likewise 
wrote  to  the  lords  of  the  treasury  on  the  subject,  who  had 
approved  of  their  conduct  in  this  matter,  and  a  royal  proclamation 
had  been  issued  for  preventing  the  importation  of  hay  from  those 
infected  places.  All  which  being  considered  by  the  annual 
committee,  they  unanimously  approve  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
preeses  in  this  affair  and  return  him  thanks  therefore,  and  also 
authorize  him  in  their  name  to  write  Mr  Stuart,  the  deputy 
conservator,  thanking  him  for  his  vigilance  and  attention  towards 
the  preventing  so  distinctive  a  contagion  from  being  communicated 
to  this  country. 


Sederunt. 


8  February  1770. 

James  Stuart,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Inverkeithing,  John  Inglis  ;  Irving, 
James  Crawfurd  ;  Anstr.  Easter,  James  Hunter ;  Anstr.  Wester,  Philip 
Anstruther ;  Aberbrothock,  John  Douglas,  Esqr.  ;  Dumfermling, 
Alexander    Hart ;    Elgin,   Cosmo    Gordon,    Esqr.  ;    Rothsay,   Banantyne 
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Willm.    M'Leod ;     New     Galloway,    Alexr.    Ferguson,     Esqr.  ;     North   Edinburgh. 
Berwick,  William  Hogg;  Dysert,  Robert  Jamieson.  1770. 


The  which   day  Mr  Hunter,   member   for  Anstr.  Easter,  in    name 
of  the   adventurers  engaged  in  the  Greenland  fishing  from    this    part 
of    the    United     Kingdom,    represented    that    as    the    bounty    of    forty 
shillings    p.     ton    granted     by    parliament    to     the    owners    of    ships 
employed    in   catching   whales   in  the   Greenland    seas    expires    in    the 
year    1771,    unless    a    renewal    or    prolongation    thereof     be     obtained, 
there   was     reason    to    fear  this     valuable    branch     of    commerce     will 
be    lost,    a    trade    whereby    this    country    have    not  only    in     a    great 
measure    supplyed    themselves    with    whale     bone    and     oil,    but    like- 
wise   of    considerable  importance    in    the  carrying    on    other  branches 
of    trade    &     manufactures  ;    that    he    understood    those    in     England 
concerned     in    the     same     trade    intended     to    apply     to    parliament 
for  a  renewal  of  this  bounty,  and  if  the  boroughs  would  petition  to 
the   same   purpose,    it   would  probably  have  such  weight  as  to  induce 
the   legislature    to    grant    a    prolongation   thereof,   without   which,   for 
many  obvious  reasons,   it  would   be  impossible  to  carry  on  the  trade  ; 
the   expence   of   which   application   he   in   name  of  the  adventurers  in 
this  countiy  was  authorized  to  undertake  to  defray.     All  which  being- 
considered   by  the  annual  committee,   and   the   draught  of  an  applica- 
tion    to    the    above    purpose    having    been    produced    and    read,    they 
unanimously  approve    thereof,   and  appoint   the   same   not   onl}'   to    be 
recorded   after   the   minutes  of   this  sederunt,  but  the  preeses  to   sign 
and   transmitt  the  same  to  Sir  Laurence  Dundas,  to  be   by   him  laid 
before  the  House  of  Commons  along  with  that  intended  to  be  presented 
by  the  English  adventurers  in  the  above  fishery,  and  to  take  the  like 
steps  as  was  done   at   the   time  of  obtaining  the  last  prolongation  of 
this  bounty  in   order   to   secure   success  to   this   application ;    declaring 
whatever  expence  may  be  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  this  matter, 
that    the    same    shall    be    defrayed    by    the    adventurers    in    terms    of 
Mr  Hunter's  proposal. 
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Edinburgh.  Follows  the  copy  of  the  petition  appointed  to  be  recorded 

1770  ruar*v  by  the  preceeding  minute. 

To  the  Honble.  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Pai"liament 
assembled,  the  Petition  of  the  Royal  Boroughs  of  Scotland. 

Humbly  sheweth, — 

That  the  bounty  of  forty  shillings  p.  ton  granted  by  parliament 
on  all  ships  employed  in  catching  whales  in  the  Greenland  seas 
expires  in  the  year  1771. 

That  this  branch  of  commerce,  your  petitioners  humbly  presume 
to  think,  is  an  object  of  great  national  importance,  as  we  thereby  in 
a  great  measure  supply  ourselves  with  whale  bone  and  oil,  for  which 
articles  till  lately  Great  Britain  has  paid  large  sums  annually  to  the 
Dutch,  and  which  we  must  again  pay  to  them  or  others  to  a  very 
great  extent  if  ever  this  trade  is  discontinued  in  Britain.  The 
cheapness  of  train  oil  for  burning  is  of  great  consequence  to  the  poor 
of  Great  Britain,  and  as  it  is  much  used  for  light,  some  of  our  most 
important  manufactures  must  in  some  degree  be  affected  b}'  its 
dearness  or  cheapness.  It  is  more  immediately  of  consequence  in 
those  trades  where  it  is  used  to  a  great  extent  as  a  part  of  the 
manufacture,  such  as  soap  boiling,  currying  and  dressing  of  leather, 
&ce.  ;  upon  this  branch  of  commerce  also  depend  many  tradesmen, 
as  carpenters,  rope  and  sailmakers,  coopers,  smiths,  ship  chandlers, 
&ce.,  who  are  employed  in  the  outfitts  of  the  ships  in  the  Greenland 
trade.  The  bounty  upon  this  trade  is  an  encouragement  to  the  most 
usefull  industry,  as  all  the  oil  and  bone  got  in  it  is  a  real  gain  to 
the  nation,  and  if  not  got  by  the  British  fishers  must  be  paid  for  at 
a  very  high  and  advanced  rate  to  other  nations,  who  can  afford  to 
carry  on  the  trade  to  great  advantage  owing  to  the  cheapness  of 
all  the  necessarys  expended  in  it,  the  dutys  upon  them  being  so 
moderate  as  to  affect  their  prices  but  little,  whereas  in  Britain  the 
dutys   being     higher,    the     prices    are    thereby    greatly    advanced,    and 
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require  a  bounty  to  put  the  British  fishers  on  a  footing  with  them.  Edinburgh. 
It  is  humbly  presumed  that  these  considerations  are  worthy  the  1770. 
attention  of  parliament,  more  especially  as  this  trade  promotes  the 
encrease  of  our  shipping,  and  proves  a  nursery  for  a  body  of  seamen 
uncommonly  hardy,  who,  in  the  event  of  an}*  sudden  rupture  among 
the  powers  of  Europe,  can  be  called  out  to  the  immediate  service 
of  their  country  for  mailing  his  Majesty's  ships. 

That  the  shortness  of  the  time  granted  for  the  continuance 
of  the  bounty  by  the  last  act  of  parliament  it  is  believed  has  chequed 
the  encrease  of  this  rfishery,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  if  this 
bounty  is  not  renewed  that  this  valuable  branch  of  trade  will  be 
entirely  discontinued,  and  consequently  all  the  money  expended  in 
fitting  out  those  vessels  now  employed  in  it  by  different  adventurers 
in  both  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  will  not  only  be  lost  by  them 
and  rendered  useless  to  the  publick,  but  those  important  objects 
already  mentioned  of  encreasing  and  employing  our  seamen,  serving 
the  poor  with  a  cheap  &  usefull  light,  employing  our  manu- 
factures, and  supplying  ourselves  at  the  cheapest  rate  &  means  of 
British  industry  with  the  valuable  produce  of  this  fishery  will  be 
entirely  lost. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  this  honble. 
House  to  take  the  premisses  into  their  con- 
sideration, and  to  do  in  it  as  to  their  wisdome 
shall  seem  meet. 

(Signed)     James  Stuart,  preeses. 
Edinbr.,  8th  February  1770. 
Signed    in    name    and  by  appointment 
of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland. 


16  February   1770. 

James  Stuart,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Edinburgh,  William  Ramsay  ;  Inver-  Sederunt, 
keithing,  John  Inglis ;    Dumfermling,  Alexander  Hart;   Dysert,  Robert 
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Edinburgh.      Jamison;  Crail,  William   Chalmers ;  Sanquhai*,  George   Clerk  Maxwell, 
1770  "      Esqr. ;     Bruntisland,    Geoi'ge    Chalmers ;     New    Galloway,     Alexander 

Sederunt.         Ferguson,    Esqr.;     Whithorn,    John    M'Gowan;     Anstr.    Easter,    James 
Hunter ;    Wick,  Isaac  Grant. 

The  which  &&y  the  preses  acquainted  the  committee  that  in 
consequence  of  their  instructions  of  the  twenty-third  of  Janry.  last 
he  had  wrote  Messrs  M'Viccar,  Wallace,  &  Colvill,  the  boroughs' 
commissioners  at  London  for  soliciting  in  parliament  the  particular 
encouragements  to  the  linen  trade  recommended  by  the  last  conven- 
tion, and  likewise  transmitted  therewith  not  only  a  copy  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  committee  of  that  date  in  relation  thereto,  but 
likewise  a  copy  of  the  petition  presented  to  them  by  the  dealers 
and  others  concerned  in  the  damask  &  diaper  manufactures  in 
Scotland,  praying  for  application  to  be  made  that  the  Hollands  rates 
should  be  extended  to  damask  and  diaper  table  linen  imported  from 
Germany  and  elsewhere  ;  and  in  consequence  thereof  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  these  commissioners,  bearing  date  the  9th  instant, 
enclosing  their  reasons  for  not  applying  in  their  memorial  to  the 
treasmy  for  having  these  duties  extended  on  that  footing,  seeing  it 
appeared  from  a  state  likewise  transmitted  that  in  doing  so  it  would 
have  been  subjecting  these  last,  by  reason  of  their  general  low  value, 
to  a  duty  equivalent  to  cent.  p.  cent.,  which  could  not  be  easiely 
obtained,  and  therefore  it  had  been  thought  more  advisable  by  their 
friends  in  power  to  apply  for  having  a  duty  imposed  on  these  articles 
of  twenty-six  p.  ct.,  and  that  in  proportion  to  their  real  values, 
which  they  had  accordingly  done  ;  but  that  upon  receiving  the  preses 's 
letter  of  the  twenty-third  of  January  they  had  consulted  Lord  Kinoul, 
Sir  Laurence  Dundas,  and  Mr  Dempster  on  the  subject  matter  of  the 
abovementioned  petition,  who  were  unanimous  of  opinion  that  this 
was  not  the  time  to  bring  any  business  before  parliament  which 
would  create  a  strong  opposition,  and  that  they  considered  an  applica- 
tion in  the  terms  of  that  petition  in  this  light ;  for  Lord  Kinoul  had 
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again  repeated  that  they,  the  commissioners,  should  at  present  confine  Edinburgh. 
themselves  to  the  bounty  and  the  regulating  the  dutys  agreeable  to  1770. 
the  memorial  already  given  in  to  the  treasury,  and  to  ask  no  more, 
as  this  was  not  the  proper  season  to  think  of  obtaining  redress  for 
every  grivance  or  discouragement  which  the  manufacture  labours 
under,  seeing  with  respect  to  the  bounty  that  was  only  asking  a 
prolongation  of  the  law,  and  regulating  the  dutys  was  only 
correcting  an  abuse  in  levying  those  already  imposed,  and  not  the 
imposing  of  any  new  tax,  which  in  the  present  humour  of  the  times 
would  certainly  be  opposed  in  whatever  shape  it  appeared  ;  that 
tho'  this  was  the  advice  they  had  got,  yet  they,  the  commissioners, 
should  certainly  obey  the  committee's  last  instructions,  and  apply 
for  having  all  foreign  table  linen  subjected  to  the  Dutch  dutys,  unless 
the  committee  should  think  proper  from  this  representation  to  make 
an  alteration  in  them  ;  only  if  this  was  to  be  insisted  for,  the  com- 
missioners behooved  to  stand  single  in  such  application,  as  the}-  had 
no  reason  to  hope  for  the  concurrence  of  the  Irish  or  the  linen  trade 
of  England,  they  having  already  rejected  that  plan  and  adopted 
the  one  contained  in  the  memorial  to  the  treasury.  Which  letter, 
with  the  reasons  and  schem  therein  referred  to,  being  all  read  and 
considered  by  the  annual  committee,  they  entirely  approve  of  the 
commissioners'  conduct  in  regard  to  this  matter  in  following  the 
advice  of  Lord  Kinoul  and  others,  and  being  of  the  same  opinion 
with  his  lordship  that  the  commissioners  should  proceed  in 
endeavouring  to  obtain,  so  far  as  they  can,  the  different  articles 
recommended  to  them,  but  in  such  manner  as  to  stir  up  as  little 
opposition  as  possible  to  the  principal  points  the  convention  had 
in  view,  namely,  the  prolongation  of  the  bounty  and  correcting  the 
abuses  in  levying  the  dutys  imposed  on  foreign  linens  imported, 
as  to  which  they  appoint  their  preses  to  write  the  commissioners  at 
London ;  and  it  having  been  suggested  that  as  by  the  abovementioned 
schem  it  appears  the  importation  of  German  and  Russia  diaper  is 
but  of  an  inconsiderable  extent,  being  computed  only  at  twenty-five 
x 
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Edinburgh,     or    thirty   thousand   pounds   p.   annum,   and   that  the   manufacture    of 
1770.  such    diaper    in    this    country    could    be    easily    extended    to    that    or 

even  a  greater  amount,  it  seemed  on  these  accounts  very  proper  to 
consider  if  an  application  to  parliament  for  a  total  prohibition  of 
these  foreign  diapers  would  at  this  time  be  advisable  ;  the  committee 
therefore  impower  the  preeses  to  mention  this  to  the  commissioners, 
and  desire  them  to  advise  with  Lord  Kinoul,  Sir  Laurence  Dundas, 
and  Mr  Dempster  in  regard  to  it,  but  not  to  take  any  steps  further 
therein  without  their  entire  approbation. 

22  March   1770. 

Sederunt.  James     Stuart,     Esqr.,     preeses ;      Edinburgh,     William     Ramsay, 

Thomas  Simpson,  &  John  Learmonth ;  Irving,  James  Crawfurd ; 
Bruntisland,  George  Chalmers ;  Inverkeithing,  John  Inglis ;  Sanquhar, 
Comr.  George  Clerk   Maxwell. 

The  which  day  the  preses  informed  the  committee  that  having 
transmitted  Messrs  M'Viccar,  Wallace,  and  Colvill  an  extract  of  the 
minutes  of  last  sederunt,  since  that  time  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  them,  acquainting  that  the  commissioners  of  customs,  in 
consequence  of  the  remitt  made  to  them,  had  at  last  given  in  their 
report  to  the  lords  of  the  treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  memorial 
formerly  presented  in  relation  to  the  particular  encouragements 
prayed  for  in  support  of  the  linen  manufacture,  but  as  this  report 
(as  appeared  from  a  copy  thereof  transmitted  and  referred  to)  was 
by  no  means  favourable,  they,  the  boroughs'  commissioners,  had 
therefore  represented  against  it ;  and  on  rinding  that  the  plan  for 
new  regulating  the  dutys  on  the  entries  of  foreign  linens  imported 
would  require  more  time  to  digest  than  could  be  afforded  this  session, 
being  an  object  of  great  importance  to  government  as  well  as  the 
home  manufacture,  they  therefore,  by  advice  of  Lord  Kinnoul,  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot,  &  Sir  Laurence  Dundas,  had  presented  another 
memorial     to    the    treasury    praying,   first,    for    the    renewal    of    the 
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bounty;  secondly,  for  an  allotment  of  the  flax  fund;  and  thirdly,  Edinburgh. 
for  the  new  regulating  the  dutys  on  the  importation  of  foreign  1*770. 
linens,  endeavouring  at  the  same  time  to  obviat  the  objections  stated 
to  the  last  of  these  by  the  commissioners  of  the  customs ;  that 
accompanied  by  the  abovementioned  friends  to  the  application  & 
the  Irish  agent,  they  had  that  morning  an  audience  of  Lord  North, 
who  declared  his  opinion  that  the  bounty  should  be  continued,  but 
whither  upon  the  footing  as  at  present,  or  with  the  alterations 
proposed  by  the  boroughs,  he  could  not  say  till  he  had  the  report 
of  the  customs  upon  the  Manchester  memorial ;  and  there  was  reason 
likewise  to  hope  for  an  allotment  of  the  flax  fund  for  Scotland  in 
the  proportion  of  seven  to  eight ;  but  with  regard  to  the  regulating 
the  dutys,  as  that  must  depend  on  a  proper  plan  pointing  out  a 
more  certain  mode  of  collection  than  any  yet  proposed,  when  that 
was  done  and  put  into  his  lordship's  hands  he  would  give  it  all 
countenance,  as  he  had  it  much  at  heart  to  have  the  abuses  com- 
mitted in  the  entries  of  foreign  linens  corrected,  though  this  it  was 
not  to  be  expected  could  be  attained  during  this  present  session. 
Which  letter  and  papers  referred  to  being  read  and  considered  by 
the  annual  committee,  they  entirely  approve  of  their  commissioners's 
conduct  in  regulating  themselves  by  the  abovementioned  advice,  and 
desire  the  preses  to  write  them  so,  at  the  same  time  to  recommend  to 
them  to  use  their  outmost  endeavours  for  obtaining  all  the  different 
purposes  contained  in  their  instructions  in  so  far  as  they  can,  and 
shall  be  thought  advisable  to  be  insisted  on  by  Lords  North  and 
Kinnoul,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Sir  Laurence  Dundas,  and  Mr  Dempster. 
The  same  day  it  was  represented  that  in  consequence  of  the  act 
of  last  convention  appointing  the  agent  to  discharge  the  inhabitants 
of  Limekilns  of  the  arrears  of  cess  and  missive  dues  thereinmentioned, 
incurred  by  that  burgh  through  the  long  want  of  foreign  traders 
residing  therein,  upon  the  present  inhabitants,  with  the  consent  of 
their  superiour,  their  entering  into  a  new  contract  of  communication 
of    trade    obliging    themselves    to   pay    regularly     for    the     future    a 
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Edinbdkgh.     proportion  of  cess,   &ce.,  effiering  to  what   they  are   thereby  rated   in 
1770.  the    tax   roll,    he,  the   agent,   had   discharged  that  arrear    in  the   new 

contract  entered  into  by  him  &  the  said  inhabitants  with  consent 
of  John  Wedderburn  of  Gosford,  Esqr.,  curator  appointed  in  law  to 
the  superiour,  as  p.  the  contract  produced,  bearing  date  the  26th  & 
28th  days  of  February  last.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
committee,  they  approve  of  the  agent's  proceedings,  and  authorize 
him  to  take  credit  in  his  next  accompts  for  the  forsaid  arrear  due 
by  the  burgh  of  Limekilns  as  now  discharged  in  terms  of  the  forsaid 
act  of  convention. 

18  April   1770. 

Sederunt.  James  Stuart,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Edinburgh,  William  Ramsay  ;  Inver- 

keithing,  John  Inglis ;  Irving,  James  Crawfurd  ;  Bruntisland,  George 
Chalmers;  Dysert,  Robert  Jamieson ;  Kilrenny,  William  Alexander; 
Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan  ;  Rothsay,  Banantyne  William  M'Leod ; 
Inverbervie,  James  Smith. 

The  which  day  the  preeses  laid  before  the  committee  a  letter 
bearing  date  the  12th  instant,  which  he  received  from  Messrs  M'Viccar, 
Wallace,  &  Colvile,  the  boroughs'  commissioners  at  London,  informing 
that  in  consequence  of  a  former  resolution  in  regard  to  the  applica- 
tions made  by  them,  the  House  of  Commons  upon  the  day  preceeding 
had  resolved  themselves  into  a  committee  when  they  took  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  linen  manufacture,  and  thereupon 
came  to  a  resolution  to  report  it  as  their  opinion  to  the  House 
that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  continuing  the  bounty 
on  broun  &  white  linens,  as  granted  by  the  29th  of  his  late 
Majesty,  for  a  further  term  of  years,  to  discontinue  the  duty  on 
the  importation  of  raw  linen  yarn,  and  to  give  a  bounty  to 
British  striped  &  checquered  linens  exported,  as  likewise  for 
appropriating  the  flax  fund ;  and  that  it  was  further  moved  & 
understood,    that   in   the   progress   of    the    bill    the    claims    in    favours 
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of  the  printed  linens  and  diapers  should  be  under  consideration  Edinburgh. 
equally  with  the  checks  and  preferred  according  to  their  real 
advantage  to  the  country  ;  that  they,  the  commissioners,  could  not  say 
whither  the  whole  of  these  would  be  attained,  but  thought  they  were 
now  sure  of  having  the  bounty  continued  at  least  upon  the  old 
footing,  and  should  still  use  their  best  endeavours  to  have  the  diapers 
and  printed  linens  also  included,  seeing  the  House  of  Commons  in 
consequence  of  that  report  had  given  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills 
agreeable  thereto,  and  which  they  were  to  prepare  and  have  ready 
by  the  time  the  House  meets  again  after  the  holydays.  Which 
letter,  together  with  two  others  from  Mr  Alexander  Hart  addressed 
to  Mr  Chalmers  on  the  same  subject,  being  read,  and  the  annual 
committee  considering  that  as  the  extending  of  the  bount}^  to  diapers 
and  printed  linens  is  one  of  the  objects  which  the  convention  had 
greatly  at  heart,  as  particularly  tending  to  the  encouragement  of 
that  branch  of  the  manufacture  in  this  country,  do  therefore  recom- 
mend to  their  preeses  to  write  the  boroughs'  commissioners  at  London, 
desiring  them  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  have  the  bounty 
extended  to  these  likewise,  and  for  that  purpose  immediately  to 
waite  upon  Lords  North  &  Kinnoul,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Sir  Laurence 
Dundas,  Mr  Dempster,  and  the  other  members  from  this  country, 
and  solicite  their  countenance  and  aid  for  obtaining  this  likewise 
from  parliament. 

4  May  1770. 

James    Stuart,     Esqr.,      preeses ;     Edinburgh,     William     Ramsay  ;  Sederunt. 
Anstr.    Easter,    James    Hunter;    Irving,    James    Crawfurd;     Rothsay, 
Banantyne  William  M'Leod  ;  North  Berwick,  William  Hogg. 

The  which  day  the  preeses  produced  to  the  committee  a  letter 
from  Messrs  M'Viccar,  Wallace,  &  Colvile,  bearing  date  the  27th 
ulto.,  accompanying  copies  of  the  draughts  of  two  bills  now  depending 
in   parliament,  the   one   for   continuing   &    extending    the    bountys   on 
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Edinburgh,  the  exportation  of  British  and  Irish  linens,  and  taking  off  the  dutys 
— —  on  the  importation  of  foreign  raw  linen  yearns  made  of  flax  for  a 
further  term  of  years,  and  the  other  for  appropriating  the  sum  of 
£15,000  sterl.  p.  annum  formerly  granted  by  parliament  as  a  fund 
for  encourageing  the  raising  and  dressing  of  hemp  and  flax  in  Great 
Britain,  by  which  letter  these  commissioners  inform  that  the  House 
of  Commons  had  read  for  a  first  and  second  time  these  bills,  and 
they  stood  committed  as  for  Wednesday  the  second  instant,  when 
a  motion  was  to  be  made  in  favours  of  the  printed  linens  and  diapers, 
but  the  commissioners  could  not  say  whither  they  in  that  article 
would  be  successfull,  as  the  treasury  seem'd  affraid  of  the  increased 
charge  to  government  by  extending  the  plan  so  far,  tho'  they  should 
use  their  best  endeavours  to  obtain  as  much  as  possible  without 
hazarding  the  loss  of  the  bill  upon  the  old  foundation  ;  and  the  said 
commissioners  further  informed  that  the  credit  for  five  hundred 
pounds  sterl.,  which  they  formerly  received  from  the  boroughs, 
was  for  some  time  then  exhausted,  on  which  account  it  would  be 
obliging  if  the  committee  would  order  them  a  further  credit  for  the 
like  sum,  of  which  they  should  only  take  up  as  much  as  was 
necessary  for  defraying  the  debts  they  owed  for  lodging,  &c, 
mentenance  while  at  London,  &  expence  of  their  journey  home,  of 
which  they  hoped  to  give  a  satisfactory  accot.  to  the  boroughs 
of  the  sums  expended.  Which  being  read  &  considered  by  the 
annual  committee,  they  approve  of  the  proceedings  of  these 
commissioners  in  regard  to  the  affairs  entrusted  to  their  negotiation 
by  the  boroughs,  and  appoint  the  copies  of  the  forsaid  bills  to 
remain  in  the  clerk's  hands  in  order  that  such  of  the  members 
who  incline  may  have  an  opportunity  of  considering  thereof. 

The  same  day  the  annual  committee  having  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  last  part  of  the  before  mentioned  letter  from  Messrs  Macviccar, 
Wallace,  &  Colvile,  the  boroughs'  commissioners  at  London,  informing 
that  the  former  credit  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling  furnished  to 
them  by  Messrs  Mansfield  Hunter  &  Compy.,  bankers   in   Edinburgh, 
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pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  committee  of  date  the  eight  of  November  Edinburgh. 

last,  is   now  fully  expended,  and   being  of  opinion  that  as  this  credit   1 

is  exhausted  it  becomes  necessary  these  commissioners  should  have  a 
further  supply,  in  order  to  defray  what  further  necessary  expence 
may  attend  the  negotiation  of  the  affairs  recommended  to  their  care, 
therefore  the  annual  committee,  by  virtue  of  the  conventional  powers 
vested  in  them  for  that  purpose,  do  hereby  authorize  their  agent 
or  his  assistant,  in  name,  on  account,  &  on  the  credit  of  the  royal 
boroughs  of  Scotland,  to  establish  a  further  credit  with  the  saids 
Messrs  Mansfield  Hunter  &  Compy.  to  the  extent  of  five  hundred 
pounds  sterling  more  in  favours  of  the  saids  commissioners  for  the 
purposes  abovementioned,  and  which  or  whatever  part  thereof  they 
draw  for  shall  be  repaid  by  the  royal  boroughs,  with  interest  and 
all  other  expences  attending  the  same  from  the  time  of  the  advance, 
on  the  joint  draughts  or  receipts  of  these  said  commissioners,  or  any 
two  of  them,  which  draughts,  or  others,  the  committee  hereby  authorize 
and  appoint  the  agent  to  repay  to  the  saids  Messrs  Mansfield  Hunter 
&  Compy.,  alongst  with  what  they  have  in  terms  of  the  former  credit 
advanced,  and  to  charge  the  whole  in  his  next  accompts  to  the 
boroughs ;  and  they  further  hereby  direct  him  or  his  assistant  to 
intimate  to  the  saids  commissioners  this  additional  vote  of  credit, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  recommend  it  to  them  to  be  as  frugal  in 
the  using  thereof  as  the  circumstance  of  the  business  entrusted  to 
their  care  will  possibly  admitt  of. 

29  June  1770. 

James    Stuart,    Esqr.,    preses ;    Irving,    James    Crawfurd ;    Inver-   Sederunt, 
keithing,  John   Inglis ;    Anstr.  Easter,   James  Hunter;    Anstr.   Wester, 
Philip    Anstruther ;    Kilrenny,    William    Alexander ;    Lanerk,  William 
Wilson ;     Whithorn,     John      M'Gowan ;     New     Galloway,    Alexander 
Ferguson ;  Rothsay,  Bannantyne  Willm.  M'Leod. 

The   which    day   Mr    Ferguson,    member  for    New    Galloway,    to 
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Edinburgh,     whom  by  minute  of  the   14th  of  July  last  it  was  remitted  to  examine 

'-   as   to  what   has  been  the  practise   in  regard  to  the  lodging  with  the 

annual  committee  a  copy  of  the  report  annually  made  by  the  trustees 
for  improvement  of  fisherys  &  manufactures  in  Scotland  to  his 
Majesty  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  reported  that  upon 
inspection  of  the  borough  Records,  it  appeared  that  for  three  years 
after  the  erection  of  that  board  in  the  year  1727  they  were  in  use 
to  lodge  their  report  made  up  at  Christmas  with  the  annual  committee 
of  the  convention  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  act  of  parliament, 
but  from  that  period  it  appeared  that  the  trustees,  in  place  of 
lodging  their  report  with  the  annual  committee  in  terms  of  that 
act,  have  been  in  use  only  to  lay  it  before  the  convention  itself ; 
and  further,  the  preeses  likewise  reported  that  he  had  lately  another 
conferrance  with  that  board  in  relation  to  the  aid  expected  by  the 
boroughs  from,  them  towards  defraying  the  great  expence  incurred 
in  obtaining  from  parliament  a  prolongation  of  the  bounty  on  linen 
exported  and  an  appropriation  of  the  fund  for  encouraging  the 
growth  &  culture  of  flax  in  this  country,  when  he  insisted  with 
them  that  they  should  at  least  defray  the  one  half  of  that  expence, 
but  that  the  board,  though  they  assured  they  would  grant  an  aid 
for  that  purpose,  yet  they  did  not  chuse  to  come  to  any  determin- 
ation as  to  the  extent  of  the  sum  to  be  given  till  such  time  as 
an  account  of  the  total  charge  incurred  in  the  obtaining  these  laws 
should  be  laid  before  them.  There  was  likewise  laid  before  the 
committee  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by  the  said  trustees  to  his 
Majesty  in  regard  to  the  application  of  the  funds  under  their 
management  for  the  year  ending  at  Christmas  last,  and  which  had 
been  lodged  in  the  clerk's  hand  by  the  secretary  to  the  said 
board  on  Twesday  last,  the  twenty-sixth  instant.  All  which  being 
considered  by  the  annual  committee,  they  referr  the  considera- 
tion of  the  said  reports  to  the  ensuing  general  convention. 

The     same     day     the     annual     committee     having    resumed    the 
consideration    of    the    remitt    made    to    them    by    the    last    convention 
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relative  to  what  alterations  should   be  made  upon  the  present  annual   Edinburgh. 

missive,  together  with  the  memorial  laid  before  the  lord  advocate  on    - '- 

that  subject  and  his  lordship's  opinion  thereon,  before  determining 
any  thing  in  regard  to  that  matter,  they  remitt  to  the  members  for 
New  Galloway  &  Rothsay  to  examine  the  whole  of  these,  &  on 
Friday  next  to  lay  before  the  committee  their  sentiments  with 
respect  to  such  necessary  alterations,  so  as  they  may  then  be  able 
to  prepare  a  report  thereanent  to  be  laid  before  the  approaching 
meeting  of  the  convention. 

6  July  1770. 

James  Stuart,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Anstr.  Easter,  James  Hunter;  Irving,  Sederunt 
James  Crawfurd ;   Dumfermling,  Alexander  Hart;   Bruntisland,  George 
Chalmers ;      Banrl',     Thomas     Riddoch  ;       Whithorn,    John     M'Gowan ; 
Rothsay,    Mr    Banantyne   Willni.    M'Leod ;    New   Galloway,   Mr   Alex- 
ander Ferguson. 

The  which  day,  in  pursuance  of  the  adjournment  as  mentioned 
in  the  minutes  of  last  sederunt,  the  committee  having  met,  Mr  Ferguson 
and  Mr  M'Leod,  the  members  for  New  Galloway  &  Rothsay,  represented 
that  they  had  gone  thorough  the  memorial  laid  before  the  lord  advocate 
in  regard  to  the  articles  in  the  present  annual  missive  submitted  to  his 
consideration  with  his  lordship's  opinion  thereon,  and  some  things 
had  occurred  to  them  with  respect  to  the  measures  therein  proposed 
to  be  taken  in  order  to  subject  the  unfree  traders,  which  by  law 
they  thought  might  be  insisted  for,  and  on  that  account  they  had 
thought  proper  to  lay  these  their  observations  before  the  lord  advocate 
in  order  to  have  his  oppinion  thereon  before  reporting  their  sentiments  as 
to  that  matter  to  the  committee  ;  but  that  his  lordship  this  morning, 
when  entering  on  the  consideration  thereof  with  them,  had  been 
called  to  attend  the  Inner  House,  owing  whereto  they  were  not  ready  to 
report  their  opinion  to  the  committee  in  terms  of  the  appointment 
of  last  sederunt.      Which   being   considered   by  the  annual   committee, 
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^jIiN.BUR(i"-     they   approve  of  the   proceedings  of  these  gentlemen,  and  recommend 

to   them    to  advise   with   lord    advocate  as   to  the  above,  so  as  they 

may  be  able  to  make  a  report  thereof  to  the  ensuing  meeting  of 
the  annual  convention. 

9  July   1770. 

Sederunt.  James    Stuart,    Esqr.,    preeses ;    Bruntisland,    George    Chalmers ; 

Dumfermling,  Alexander  Hart ;  Aberbrothock,  David  Wallace ;  Anstr. 
Wester,  Philip  Anstruther;  Craill,  William  Chalmers;  Sanquhar, 
George  Clerk  Maxwell. 

The  which  day,  in  complyance  with  the  appointment  of  the 
annual  committee  of  date  the  fourteenth  of  July  last,  there  was  laid 
before  them  a  plan  and  estimate  as  to  the  manner  of  repairing 
&  improving  the  landing  places  at  the  Queensferry  &  shipings  there, 
amounting  the  said  estimate  to  £1440  sterl.  Which  being  considered 
by  the  committee,  they  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  execution 
thereof  will  be  of  great  publick  utility,  and  well  deserves  the  aid  of 
the  convention  when  their  funds  can  admitt  of  the  same,  at  least 
for  doing  such  parts  thereof  as  the  convention  shall  approve  of,  and 
therefore  they  referr  the  consideration  of  the  whole  to  the  ensuing 
convention. 


Edinburgh. 
10  July  1770. 
Sederunt. 


General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 

10  July  1770. 

Edinburgh,  William  Ramsay  &  Alexander  Smith,  comrs.,  &  John 
Wordie  &  Thos.  Simpson,  assessors ;  Perth,  Provost  John  Stewart, 
comr.,  George  Faikney,  assr. ;  Dundee,  George  Maxwell,  comr.,  William 
Maxwell,  assr. ;  Aberdeen,  James  Jopp,  comr.,  Adam  Duff,  assr. ; 
Stirling,    James    Alexander,    comr.,    Nicol    Bryce,    assr. ;     Linlithgow, 
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James  Andrew,  comr.,  James  Taylor,   assr. ;     St   Andrews,  Cliristianus   Edinburgh. 

J  10  July  1770. 

Adamson,    comr.,    Willm.    Duncan,    assr. ;     Glasgow,    James    Buchanan,  sederunt. 

Esqr.,   comr.,   John    Brown,   assr.  ;    Ayr,   David   Ferguson,   comr.,  John 

Hunter,    assr.  :     Haddingtoun,    James    Lundie,   comr.,   James   Dudgeon, 

assr. ;     Dysert,    James   Reddie,    comr.,    Jas.   Robertson  Barclay,    assr. ; 

Kirkcaldie,    Andrew   Cowan,   comr.,  Thomas   Dougal,  assr. ;    Montrose, 

Alexander  Chrystie,   comr.,   James   Low,   assr.  ;    Coupar,   John    Baxter, 

comr.,  Alexr.  Cunningham,  assr. ;    Dumfries,  Ebenezer  Hepburn,  comr., 

John  Dickson,  assr. ;  Inverness,  William   MTntosh,  comr.,  John  Fraser, 

assr. ;     Bruntisland,    Samuel    Charters,    comr.,   George   Chalmers,  assr. ; 

Inverkeithing,  Sebastian  Swinton,  comr.,  John  Inglis,  assr. ;  Kinghorn, 

Robert  Hamilton,  comr.,  Alexr.  Alison,  assr. ;    Brechin,  John  Mollison, 

comr.,     Peter    Colvill,    assr. ;     Irving,    Charles    Hamilton,    comr.,    Jas. 

Crawfurd,    assr. ;    Kirkcudbright,    Alexr.    Gordon,    comr.,    the    Honble. 

Alexr.  Gordon,  assr. ;  Wigtown,  William  M'Culloch,  comr. ;  Pittenweem, 

James   Nairn,    comr.,    Mathew   Anderson,    assr.  ;     Dumf'ermling,   Alexr. 

Hart,    comr.,    John   Wilson,   assr. ;    Anstr.    Wester,   James   Kyd,   comr., 

Philip   Anstruther,   assr. ;    Selkirk,  James  Rodger,  comr. ;    Dumbarton, 

James     Colquhoun,     comr.,     Alexr.     Weir,     assr. ;      Renfrew,     William 

Somerville,  comr.,  James  Campbell,  assr. ;    Dunbar,  Robert  Fall,  comr., 

James    Gray,    assr. ;     Lanerk,    Christopher    Banantyne,    comr.,    Willm. 

Wilson,    assr. ;     Aberbrothock,    David    Wallace,    comr.,    John    Douglas, 

assr. ;    Elgin,    Mr    Cosmo    Gordon,    advocate,    comr. ;    Peebles,    Francis 

Russell,    comr. ;     Crail,    George    Hall,    comr.,    Willm.    Chalmers,    assr. ; 

Tain,  David  Ross,  Esqr.,  comr. ;    Culross,  James  Johnston,  comr.,  Niel 

M'Viccar,    assr. ;     Banff,    Alexr.    Dirom,    comr.,    Thos.    Riddoch,    assr. ; 

Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan,  comr. ;  Forfar,  William  Ker,  comr. ;  Rothsay, 

Banantyne  Wm.  M'Leod,  comr.,  Duncan  M'Millan,  assr. ;  Forres,  Lachlan 

Grant,   comr.  ;    Rutherglen,   Gabriel   Gray,  comr.,  Robert  Cullen,  assr. ; 

North  Berwick,    Willm.    Swinton,   comr.,    Willm.    Hogg,   assr.  :     Cullen, 

Mr   James    Philp ;    Lauder,    Geoi-ge    Lauder,    comr. ;    Kilrenny,   Alexr. 

Reid,  comr.,   Willm.   Alexander,   assr. ;    Annan,   John   Johnston,   comr., 

James  Inglis,  assr. ;    Lochmaben,  William  Maxwell ;    Sanquhar,  George 
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Edinburgh.     Clerk  ;    Dornoch,   John  M'Kenzie,  conn*.,  John  Colvill,  assr. ;    Queens- 

„   ,  u  y , ferry,  Archd.  Stewart,  conir.,  Jas.  Brown,  assr. ;  Wick,  George  Sinclair, 

Sederunt.  J  .     . 

Esqr.,    conir.,    Isaac    Grant,    assr. ;    Inverbervie,    Thos.    Christie,   comr., 

Jas.  Smith,  assr. ;    Stranraer,  Mr  David  Dalrymple,  advocate ;    (eleven 

burrows  blank). 


The  preeses 
chosen. 


'2d  article 
of  the  missive 
read. 

Committee 
on  the 
commission 
appointed. 


Commissions 
approvcn. 


1.  The  which  day  the  convention  unanimously  elect  James  Stuart, 
Esqr.,  present  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their 
preeses  during  the  sitting  of  this  convention ;  who  accepted  of  the 
said  office  and  gave  his  oath  de  fideli,  he  being  qualified  formerly 
in  terms  of  law. 

2.  The  same  day  the  second  article  of  the  missive,  relative  to 
the  missive  dues,  was  read  according  to  appointment. 

3.  The  same  day  the  convention  appointed  the  burghs  of 
Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  St  Andrews, 
Glasgow,  Ayr,  Haddingtoun,  Dysert,  and  Kirkcaldie  as  a  committee 
to  revise  the  hail]  commissions  presented  to  this  convention ;  and 
having  heard  read  the  commissions  of  the  said  committee,  the  con- 
vention approve  of  the  same ;  and  such  of  the  members  of  the  said 
committee  and  their  assessors  who  were  not  formerly  qualified  did 
qualify  themselves  to  his  Majesty  King  George  the  Third  by  taking 
the  oaths  of  allegeance  and  abjuration,  &  signing  the  same  with 
the  assurrance,  vizt. : — Alexander  Smith,  commissioner  for  Edinbr. ; 
John  Wordie,  assessor  for  the  said  burgh ;  James  Alexander, 
commissioner  for  Stirling  ;  James  Taylor,  commissioner  for  Linlithgow ; 
Christianus  Adamson,  comr.  for  St  Andrews ;  John  Brown,  assessor 
for  Glasgow ;  John  Hunter,  assessor  for  Ayr ;  Thomas  Dougal, 
assessor  for  Kirkcaldie. 

-i.  The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  com- 
missions reported  to  the  convention  that  they  having  heard  read 
and  considered  the  commissions  for  the  burghs  of  Montrose,  Coupar, 
Dumfries,    Inverness,    Bruntisland,    Inverkeithing,    Kinghorn,    Brechin, 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs  381 

Irvine,  Wigtoun,  Dumfermlino-  Anstr.  Wester,  Selkirk,  Renfrew,  Edinbitrgh. 
Peebles,  Crail,  Tain,  Banff,  Whithorn,  Forfar,  Forres,  Kilkenny,  (jommission8 
Annan,  Lochinaben,  Sanquhar,  Dornoch,  Queensferry,  Wick,  Inver-  approven. 
bervie,  Stranraer,  Lauder,  Rutherglen,  North  Berwick,  Aberbi'othock, 
Dumbarton,  Lanerk,  Kirkcudbright,  and  Rothsay,  they  were  of 
opinion  that  the  whole  commissions,  both  to  commissioners  and 
assessors,  should  be  sustained.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  the}'  approve  of  the  committee's  report,  and  sustain  the 
commissions  accordingly  ;  and  such  of  the  commissioners  and  assessors 
who  were  not  formerly  qualified  did  qualify  themselves  to  his 
Majesty  King  George  the  Third  by  taking  the  oaths  of  allegeance 
and  abjuration,  and  signing  the  same  with  the  assurrance,  vizt. : — 
William  Swinton,  commissioner  for  North  Berwick ;  James  Kyd, 
commissioner  for  Anstr.  Wester;  John  Johnston,  commissi',  for 
Annan  ;  James  Inglis,  junr.,  assessor  for  Annan  ;  Isaac  Grant,  assessor 
for  Wick ;  James  Low,  assessor  for  Montrose ;  Thomas  Manson, 
assessor  for  Tain ;  David  Wallace,  commissioner  for  Aberbi'othock ; 
Peter  Colvill,  assessor  for  Brechin;  and  John  Colvill,  assessor  for 
Dornoch. 

5.  The  same  day  the  thirty-nineth  act  of  the  convention,    1749,  Act  of 

•    •  p  ,,  .     .         j  ,,       n     ,    convention 

anent  giving  ot  money  or  encreasing  the  missive  dues  upon  the  first  read 

motion,  was    presented   by  the   preeses   and   publickly    read   according 

to  appointment. 

6.  The  same  day  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  committee  being  Proceedings 
read,    the    convention    approve    thereof,    and    appoint    their  preeses   to  COmmittee 
return  them  thanks  for  their  great  care  and  attention  to  the  several  approven. 
matters  remitted  to  them  by  the  last  general  convention. 

7.  The    same    day    there    was    presented    to    the    convention    by  Reports  of 

David   Flint,   secretary  to    the    honble.    commissioners    &    trustees    for  &  genl. 

fisherys    and    manufactures    in  Scotland,    a  copie   of   the   report   made  receiver 

J  i  r  presented. 

by  the  said  commissioners  to  his  Majesty  at  Christmas  last,  and  which 
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Edinburgh. 
10  July  1770. 
Reports  of 
the  trustees 
&  genl. 
receiver 
presented. 


Memorial 
for  Messrs 
M 'Vicar, 
Wallace, 
&  Col  vile 
presented  & 
remitt  to  a 
committee. 


report  had  been  laid  before  the  annual  committee,  as  mentioned  in 
their  minutes  of  the  29th  of  June  last ;  as  also  George  Innes,  deputy 
receiver  general,  gave  in  an  accompt  of  the  payments  made  by  the 
receiver  general  in  consequence  of  the  trustees'  order  from  the 
25th  December  1768  to  the  25th  of  December  1769,  both  which 
were  ordered  to  lye  upon  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

8.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  convention 
a  memorial  for  Messrs  Neill  MacViccar,  David  Wallace,  and  John 
Colvill,  commissioners  appointed  by  the  last  general  convention  of 
the  royal  boroughs  to  sollicit  the  aid  of  parliament  in  favour  of  the 
linen  manufacture,  together  with  several  accompts  relative  to  that 
matter ;  all  which  the  convention  remitt  to  the  consideration  of  the 
burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Glasgow,  Stranraer,  Kilrenny,  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  &  Montrose,  with  such  other  of  the  members  of  the 
convention  as  chuse  to  attend,  and  they  to  report,  declaring  any 
three  of  the  said  committee  to  be  a  quorum,  and  appoint  their  first 
meeting  to  be  held  this  afternoon  at  five  o'clock  in  the  New  Church 
Isle,  with  power  to  adjourn. 


Commissions 
approven. 


Edinbr.,   11   July  1770. 

9.  The  which  day  there  was  presented  a  commission  from  the 
burgh  of  Elgin  in  favour  of  Cosmo  Gordon,  Esqr.,  advocate,  to  be 
their  commissioner,  as  also  a  commission  from  the  burgh  of  Cullen 
to  James  Philp,  Esqr.,  advocate,  to  be  their  commissioner,  and  a 
commission  from  the  burgh  of  Pittenweem  in  favour  of  Baillie  James 
Nairn  to  be  their  commissioner,  and  Mathew  Anderson,  lieut.  in  his 
Majesty's  navy  &  present  councillor,  to  be  his  assessor,  as  also  a 
commission  from  the  burgh  of  Culross  to  James  Johnston  of  Sands, 
Esqr.,  one  of  the  present  baillies,  to  be  their  commissioner,  and 
Mr  Niel  M'Viccar,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  to  be  his  assessor,  as 
likewise  a  commission  from  the  burgh  of  Dunbar  nominating  Robert 
Fall,    Esqr.,  one   of  the  present  baillies,  to  be  their  commissioner,  and 
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James    Gray,  town  clerk  of  the    said    burgh,  to  be  his    assessor.     All   Edinburgh. 

which  being  read,  the  convention    approve    of    the    said    commissions. 

10.  The  same   day  the  committee   to    whom    the    memorial    from  Committee's 

Messrs  Neil   M'Viccar,  David  Wallace,  and  John  Colvill,  commissioners  the'  memorial 

for  sollicitinjr  the  aid  of  parliament  in  favours  of  the  linen  manufacture,  f°r  M'Viccar 

.  &  others 

together  with  the  several  accompts  relative  to  that  matter,  were  remitt,  approver). 

reported   that  they    having  considered   the    same    with    the    accounts 

relative  thereto,  and  that  besides  the  two  sums  of  five  hundred  pounds 

each  already  received  by  the  memoralists  by  authority  of  the  annual 

committee  for  defraying  their    expence  in   solliciting    the   bounty  and 

flax   bills  there  is  still    due  to   them  a   ballance  of  one    hundred   and 

eighty    pounds    sterling,    which     the    committee    are   of   opinion    the 

convention    should    order    their    agent    to    pay    them,    and    that    the 

convention  should  also  order  payment  of  the  one  half  of  the  solicitor's 

bill  on  the  bounty   act,   being  one  hundred   and    ninety-three     pounds 

ten    shillings   seven   pence   sterling,  and   the  whole   of  the  bill  on  the 

flax    act,  being  one  hundred    and  eighty-eight   pounds  twelve  shilling 

and  twopence    sterling ;    and   the   committee    were    further    of   opinion 

that  the   memoralists  deserved  not  only  the  thanks  of  the   convention, 

but  a  handsome  gratuity   for  their   trouble    and  attendance  ;   that  the 

committee   humbly   suggested   the  convention   should   take   the  proper 

method    of    geting  from    the    trustees   for  fisherys    and    manufactures 

reimbursement     of    the     expence     of    the    said    flax    act,    and    of    the 

former   act  in  the  year  seventeen   hundred  &   sixty-seven,  amounting 

together    to    the    sum    of    thirteen    hundred    and    ninety-eight    pounds 

twelve     shillings     &     two     pence,    out    of     the    fund   now    in     their 

management    in     virtue    of    these    laws,    and    what    further    can     be 

obtained     from    them     in    releif    of    the    great    sums    laid  out  by  the 

boroughs  ;    it   was    likewise    the    opinion    of    the    committee    that    the 

general    convention    should    continue    their    applications   to   parliament 

next  session  for  obtaining  a  bounty  or  some  equivalent  aid  upon  the 

exportation   of    British   and   Irish   printed   and   stained  linens,  and  for 

such  alterations  in  the  dutys  now  paid  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
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Edinburgh,     linens,   in   conjunction    with    the   manufacturers   of   linens   in   England 

— gjy   770,    and   Ireland,   as   may   be   necessary   to  put  the   manufactures  of  these 
Committees         _  J  .  . 

report  anent     kingdoms    at   least   on   an    equal   footing   with    the    foreign    for    home 

for  M'Viccar  consumption,  and  in  particular  to  apply  for  an  additional  duty  on  all 

&  others  foreign   table   linen   and  towelling,  hoi  lands  and  long  lawns,  and  that 

approver).  °  °  ^ 

the    convention    should    send   up   agents   to   London    for   that   purpose, 

and  apply  to  the  honble.  board  of  trustees  for  their  assistance  therein. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said 
report,  and  appoint  their  agent  to  make  payment  of  the  ballance  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  stei-ling  due  to  the  said  commissioners, 
and  of  one  half  of  the  sollicitor's  bill  on  the  bounty  act,  being  one 
hundred  and  ninety-three  pounds  ten  shilling  &  seven  pence  sterling 
and  the  whole  of  the  bill  on  the  flax  act,  being  one  hundred  &  eighty- 
eight  pounds  twelve  shilling  &  twopence,  both  sterling  money ;  and 
recommend  to  the  next  annual  committee  to  take  all  proper  measures 
for  recovering  from  the  trustees  for  fisherys  and  manufactures  re- 
imbursement of  the  expence  of  the  said  flax  act,  and  of  the  former 
act,  anno  seventeen  hundred  h  sixty-seven,  amounting  together  to 
the  sum  of  thirteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight  pounds  twelve  shillings 
and  twopence,  out  of  the  fund  now  in  their  management  by  virtue 
of  these  laws,  and  what  further  can  be  obtained  from  them  in  relief 
of  the  great  sums  laid  out  by  the  boroughs ;  and  with  regard  to  the 
remaining  part  of  the  report,  relative  to  further  applications  to 
parliament  next  session  on  the  several  particulars  therein  mentioned, 
the  convention  remitt  to  their  next  annual  committee  with  conven- 
tional powers  to  do  therein  as  they  shall  judge  most  expedient  after 
taking  proper  advice,  and  if  they  judge  necessary,  to  appoint  one 
commissioner  on  the  expence  of  the  boroughs  to  act  in  that  matter 
as  shall  be  directed  by  the  annual  committee ;  and  the  convention 
authorize  their  preses  in  their  name  to  return  thanks  to  the  commis- 
sioners for  their  great  care  and  attention  in  conducting  an  affair  of 
such  importance  to  the  country  as  that  of  promoting  and  encouraging 
the  linen  trade  :  and  further,  the  convention  recommitt  to  the  committee 
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formerly    named   to    consider    what    gratification    should    he    riven    to   Edikbdboh. 

Mil-'  m*7i  I 

the    commissioners    for    their    extraordinary     trouble,    and    to    report 
their  opinion  to  the  ensuing  diet  of  this  convention. 

11.  The  same  day  the  commissioners    from  the  burghs  of  Dysert,  Report  anent 
Kinghorn,   &    Bruntisland,   to    whom    it  was    committed  by    last    con-   Kirkcaldie 

vention  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie,  reported   presented  & 

they  to  he 
that    they   found    from    sufficient    evidence    that    there    did    belong    to  relieved  of 

that  town  formerly  about  thirty  ships,  mostly  einploj'ed  in  foreign  theircess0 
trade,  and  that  at  present  there  are  only  five  small  vessells  and  two 
fferry  boats  belonging  to  Kirkcaldie ;  that  at  present  there  is  very 
little  foreign  trade  carried  on  there,  and  for  years  past  their  inland 
trade  has  sunk  greatly  ;  that  the  harbour  has,  and  continues  to  be, 
a  very  expensive  work,  being  now  under  repair,  and  requires  an 
annual  expence  to  keep  it  from  decay ;  that  the  streets  are  of  very 
great  extent,  requiring  an  almost  constant  repair,  and  at  present  a 
considerable  one  is  totally  in  very  bad  condition,  and  the  town's 
revenue  so  burdened  with  debt  that  after  paying  the  yearly  intrest 
thereof  next  to  nothing  remains  free  for  defraying  the  unavoid- 
able expences  for  keepining  up  said  harbour,  streats,  and  sea 
walls.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  agree  that 
the  said  burgh  should  have  an  abatement,  and  be  releived  of 
one-fifth  of  what  they  presently  pay  by  the  stent  roll,  and  that 
ay  and  until]  the  tax  roll  be  opened  or  the  circumstances  of 
the  burgh  ini proven  so  as  to  render  such  abatement  no  longer 
necessary. 

12.  The  same  day  the  commissioners  from  the  burghs  of  Dunbar  Hadding- 

and  Lauder,  to  whom  it  was  committed  by  last  convention  to  examine  reijeve(]  ^ 

the  state  of  the  burgh  of  Haddingtown,  reported  that  they  found  the  one  fifth  of 
°  .  their  cess, 

burgh  of  Haddingtoun  has  no  manner  of  foreign  trade,  and  that  the 

inland  trade   has  been  decaying  for  some  years   past.       Which   being 

considered  by  the  convention,  they   agree   that  an    abatement    should 

be    made,    and    the    said    toun    relieved    of   one-fifth    of    what    they 

v 
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Linlithgow 
to  be  relieved 
of  one-third 
of  their  cess. 


Edinburgh,     presently  pay  by  the  stent  roll  till  such  time  as  their  circumstances 
'   are  improved  or  the  tax  roll  opened. 

13.  The  same  day  the  commissioners  from  the  burghs  of  Stirling, 
Dumfermling,  Culross,  and  Queensferry,  to  whom  the  petition  of  the 
burgh  of  Linlithgow,  representing  the  distressed  situation  of  the 
borough  and  their  inability  to  raise  the  sum  for  which  they  are  rated 
on  the  stent  roll,  was  remitted  by  last  convention  to  examine  the 
facts  therein  represented,  reported  that  the  facts  represented  in  behalf 
of  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow  in  their  petition  and  memorial  are  true, 
vizt.,  that  they  have  no  foreign  trade,  and  that  the  business  in  the 
nighbourhood  was  engrost  by  the  towns  of  Falkirk,  Bathgate,  and 
Carron  Shore,  who  were  subjected  to  no  publick  burden  though  carrying 
on  a  very  extensive  trade,  and  therefore  were  of  opinion  that  the 
said  burgh  is  presently  too  high  rated  upon  the  stent  roll,  and  ought 
to  have  such  an  ease  as  the  general  convention  shall  think  proper. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  agree  that  an  abate- 
ment should  be  made,  and  the  town  of  Linlithgow  relieved  of  one- 
third  of  what  they  presently  pay  by  the  stent  roll,  and  this  abatement 
to  continue  till  their  circumstances  are  better  or  the  tax  roll  opened  ; 
and  appoint  the  agent  to  pay  the  said  respective  reliefs  of  one -fifth 
of  the  cess  of  the  burghs  of  Kirkcaldy  and  Haddingtoun,  and  one- 
third  of  the  cess  for  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow,  and  to  charge  the  same 
yearly  on  the  missive  accordingly. 

14.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  the  agent's  accompts  of 
unfree  trade  and  missive  dues,  as  also  a  list  of  arrears  of  missive 
dues.  The  convention  remitt  the  same  to  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh, 
Perth,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Kilrenny,  and  Inverkeithing,  any  three 
to  be  a  quorum,  and   they  to  audite  these  accompts  and  to  report. 


Agent's 
accots.  of 
unfree  trade 
&  missive 
dues  and  list 
of  arrears 
remitt  to  a 
committee. 


Motion  anent  15.  The  same  day   the  assessor  for  Bruntisland   made   a   motion 

the  platform  ^at  ag  ^Q  ^    qualification  of  members  or  assessors  to  the  convention, 

remitt  to  a  i                                                                                                                              ' 

committee.  that   it  should   be  deemed  sufficient  if  the   members  or  assessors  pay 
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scott  &  lott   or  have  property  to  the  amount  required   by  the  present   Edinburgh. 

missive   letter   within    the   royalty  of  any  of  the  boroughs,   though    it  Motion  anenj 

should  not  be  in  that  particular  borough  they  are  chosen  for.      Which   t,,e  platform 

.,,,,  .,.  ,c    remitt  to  a 

being    considered    by    the    convention,    they    renntt    to    the   burghs  or  committee. 

Edinburgh,  Perth,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Kilrenny,  Inverkeithing,  Stirling, 

Kinghorn,  Rothsay,  &  Rutherglen,  and  recommend  to  them  to  advise 

with    the   lord   advocate,   and    report   their  opinion  as  to  that  part  of 

the   motion    relative   to    the   qualification   of  assessors,   the   convention 

judgeing    that    no    alteration   should    be   made   on   the   platform   as   to 

the  qualification  of  commissioners. 

16.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  convention  Petition  for 
a  petition  from  the  burgh  of  Wigtoun,  representing  the  great  loss  reimtlTtoa 
it  would  be  to  that  town  and  nighbourhood  any  obstruction  to  the  committee  to 
landing  of  vessels  in  the  bay  of  Wigtoun  at  the  uswal  creek  or  landing  facts. 
place,  but  by  some  high  fresh  water  floods  in  the  river  of  Bladenoch 
during  the  last  and  preceeding  winters,  joined  with  the  force  of  the 
tides,  the  channel  of  the  river  is  greatly  altered  and  quite  removed 
from  the  creek  or  landing  place,  whereby  a  large  sand  bank  is  formed 
and  dayly  encreasing  so  as  altogether  to  obstruct  vessels  of  any  size 
when  coming  into  it ;  that  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  the  burgh  it  has 
become  absolutely  necessary  to  have  a  new  landing  place  or  harbour 
made  further  down  the  channel,  and  accordingly  the  place  which 
seems  most  proper  for  that  purpose  has  been  pitched  on,  and  tho' 
it  is  proposed  to  have  the  same  execute  in  the  most  frugal  manner, 
it  appears  by  a  general  computation  that  it  will  at  least  cost  one 
hundred  pounds  sterling,  a  sum  that  the  narrow  funds  of  the  burgh 
exhausted  by  repairing  their  church  and  other  necessary  outlays 
can  by  no  means  afford,  and  therefore  praying  the  honble.  convention 
in  consideration  of  the  premises  to  grant  such  assistance  towards 
making  the  abovementioned  harbour  as  to  them  in  their  wisdom 
should  seem  meet.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 
they    remitt   to   the   burghs    of   Stranraer,  Whithorn,    New    Galloway, 
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11  July  1770. 


Petition  for 
the  dealers 
in  linen  in 
Dundee 
remitt  to  tht 
annual 
committee. 


Edinburgh.  Irving,  and  Dumfries,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  consider  what  is 
represented  for  the  burgh  of  Wigtoun,  and  to  report  to  the  next 
general  convention. 

17.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  convention 
a  petition  from  the  merchants  and  dealers  in  linen  in  Dundee  relative 
to  the  improvement  of  the  linen  trade,  and  in  case  of  any  new 
application  to  parliament,  that  the  convention  should  use  its  interest 
for  procuring  the  bounty  extended  to  printed  linens,  and  obtaining 
a  proper  regulation  of  the  dutys  payable  on  foreign  linens  imported, 
and  the  drawback  payable  upon  them  when  exported,  and  that 
the  convention  would  be  pleased  to  appoint  proper  agents  to  attend 
next  session  of  parliament  to  assist  in  carrying  the  resolution  of 
the  convention  into  execution,  and  also  be  pleased  to  defray  the 
expence  of  the  application.  Which  being  considered  by  the  con- 
vention, they  remitt  the  same  to  the  next  annual  committee,  to 
be  considered  along  with  the  former  remitt  made  to  them  relative 
to  the  proposed  application  to  be  made  to  parliament  on  the  same 
subject  as  to  the  encouragement  of  the  linen  trade. 

18.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  &  read  to  the  convention 
a  petition  in  behalf  of  the  coaliers  in  Scotland,  representing  their 
intention  to  apply  to  parliament  to  be  relieved  from  their  present 
bondage  and  restored  to  a  state  of  freedom,  upon  such  terms  as  the 
legislature,  ever  watchfull  of  the  publick  interest,  should  approve, 
and  praying  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  convention  for  promoting 
their  present  undertaking,  which  they  hoped  would  prove  advantageous 
to  the  royal  boroughs.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 
they  deferr  giving  any  judgement  on  the  said  petition  till  their 
meeting  to-morrow  forenoon. 

[19.  Report  on  the  agent's  accots.  of  unfree  trade  approven. 
20.  Report  on  the  agent's  accots.  of  missive  dues  approven.  Horning 
agt.  deficients.     21.  Agent  to   pay   sallarys.     22.  Agent  to  pay   John 


Petition  for 
the  coaliers 
presented. 
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Forbes  £5.      2o.  Agent  to  pay  Messrs  M'Viccar,  Wallace,  &  Colvile  £200   Edinbubgh. 

1   July  1770. 


each  for  their  trouble,  &  a  committee  to  wait  on  Lord  Khmoul,  &ce.] 

24.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  resumed  the  considera-  Remiit  to 
tion  of  the  proposed  improvements  in  the  passage  and  landing  places  committee 
at  the  Queensferry,  as  mentioned  in  the  minute  of  the  annual  committee  |lnenfc  tne 

°  impiovemt. 

of  the  nineth  current,  they  again  approve  thereof,  and  recommend  to  of  the 

the  next  general  convention  to  grant  such  aid  as  the  state  of  boroughs  Queensferry. 

can  afford  for  improving  the  said  passage  and   landing  places,   which 

the  convention  considers  as  an  object  of  general  utility  to  this  kingdom, 

the   particular    works   being   previously    approven    of    by    the    annual 

committee,  for  which  purpose  the  convention  do  hereby  recommitt  the 

plan  and  estimate  to  the  next  annual  committee. 


Edinbr.,  12  July  1770. 

25.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  Annual 
and  such  other  of  the  members  of  this  convention  as  shall  attend  as  appointed. 
a  committee  to  sitt  after  the  dissolving  of  this  present  convention, 
and  to  proceed  in,  consider,  and  determine  upon  all  and  every 
particular  that  has  been  remitted  to  them  by  this  present  convention, 
and  particularly  upon  every  thing  tending  to  the  benefite  of  trade 
and  the  state  of  boroughs,  and  upon  all  differences  that  has  arisen 
or  may  arise  in  boroughs  or  between  boroughs,  and  upon  every  thing 
concerning  the  staple  port  and  due  observance  thereof,  and  upon 
every  thing  concerning  unfree  traders  and  the  communication  of 
trade  ;  declaring  that  five  shall  be  a  quorum  in  every  matter,  except 
in  such  cases  as  shall  require  any  application  to  parliament,  wherein 
nine  shall  be  a  quorum  ;  and  further,  the  annual  committee  are  hereby 
directed  and  impowered  to  corresponde  with  the  boroughs'  repre- 
sentatives in  parliament  concerning  trade  or  the  state  of  boroughs, 
and  that  they  give  notice  of  the  particulars  of  such  correspondence 
to  the   several   boroughs   so  as   that  the  boroughs  may  write  in  that 
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Edinburgh,  behalf  to  their  respective  representatives,  and  likewise  in  all  matters 
A"n'[iu,j — — :  whereto  applications  to  the  parliament  shall  be  by  the  annual  corn- 
committee  mittee  thought  necessary,  that  all  the  members  of  the  committee 
shall  by  a  circular  letter  have  notice  of  the  particulars  that  they  may 
attend  and  assist  in  forming  and  concerting  such  applications,  if  the 
nature  of  the  thing  can  admitt  of  so  much  delay ;  but  the  annual  com- 
mittee shall  in  no  case  have  power  to  dispose  of  any  of  the  boroughs' 
money  except  where  they  have  special  authority  for  that  purpose, 
conform  to  the  twenty-sixth  act  of  the  convention  in  July  iaivij  & 
and  thirty-four ;  and  the  convention  appoint  the  first  meeting  of 
the  annual  committee  to  be  on  Friday  next  at  twelve  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon  at  the  council  chamber  of  this  city,  with  power  to  the 
said  committee  to  choise  their  own  preeses  from  time  to  time ;  and 
in  absence  of  the  preeses  they  authorize  their  clerks  to  call  a  meeting 
upon  any  emergent. 

Report  of  26.  The   same  day   the  preeses    reported    that   the    committee    as 

mitteem  appointed     by     the    convention    waited    of    Lord    Kinnoul    and    Lord 

appointed  to    Frederick    Campbell,    who    exprest    their    entire    approbation     of    the 
wait  on  Lord 

conduct  of   the   commissrs.   at   London    with  regard  to  the  linen  bills, 

and    their  lordships   declared    that    they    would   be    always    ready    to 

promote    every    measure    for    the   publick    interest    of    this    kingdom, 

and    further  added  that   the  schems  relative    to    the  improvement  of 

the  linen   trade  was  now  fully  understood  at  London,  so  that  it  would 

be  unnecessary  to  send  any   commissioners  to  London  on  that  account 

except  advised  so  to  do  by  their  friends  in  parliament.     Which  being 

considered  by  the  convention,  they  instruct  the  annual   committee  to 

present  no    petition   to   next    session   of    parliament   upon    the    subject 

of    the    linen    trade,    nor    to    send    any    commissioner    to    London    on 

that  affair  unless  advised  by  their  friends  in  parliament  so  to  do. 

27.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  remitted  by 
the  convention  yesterday  to  consider  of  the  motion  made  by  the 
assessor  for  Bruntisland  with  respect  to  the  qualification  of  assessors, 


Kinnoul, 
&ce. , 
approver! 


Motion 
anent  the 
platform 
rejected. 
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reported   that  it  was  their  opinion  the  said  motion  should  he  rejected  Edinburgh. 

by   the    convention    and    the    platform    continued   as   it   is   at   present.  M  t-  ^ — — " 

Which  being  considered   by  the  convention,   they  approve  of  the  said  anent  the 

report,   and  enjoin  the  boroughs  strictly  to  observe  the  platform  with  rejected. 
regard  to  the  qualifications  both  of  commissioners  and  assessors. 

28.  The  same  day  it  was  represented  to  the  convention  by  their  Agent  to 

agent  that  there  are  many  unfree  traders  in  sundry  towns   who  have  the  towns 

not  accepted  of  the  communication  of  trade,  which,  if  they  did,  would   wno  nav,e  . 

^  accepted  of 

in    some   measure   releive   the   boroughs   of   a  great   expence   they   are  the  com- 

subjected   to ;   he   therefore   proposed   that   there    should  be   a    printed  to'ttie*  '0" 
list    of    such     unfree     traders    in    towns    who    have    accepted    of    the  boroughs,  & 

.  .  .  thev  to  send 

communication   of   trade    transmitted   by   him   or   his   assistant  to   the  a  list  of  the 

provost    or    chief    magistrate    of    every   royal    borough,   in    order    that  ^tiers 

they  may  be  enabled  to  transmitt  to  him  a  list  of  such  unfree  traders 

in   towns   who  they   think   by  their  trade   &  circumstances  ought   to 

be  obliged   to  accept  of   the  communication    of  trade    and  pay  some 

share    of    the    burdens    to    which    the    royal    boroughs    are    subjected. 

Which     being    considered    by    the    convention,    they    approve    thereof, 

and  recommend   to   the   several   provosts   and   magistrates   to   take   all 

proper    measures    in    informing    themselves    speedily    aneut   the   above 

matter,  and  transmitt  their  oppinions  to  the  agent. 

29.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  read  &  considered  Alterations 
the   present   annual   missive,    they    agree    that    the    first    four    articles  present 
should  be   continued  ;   and  with    regard   to   the  fifth  article,  that  that  annual 
part  of  it  should  be  left  out  prohibiting  the  selling  of  salt  otherways 

than  by  weight,  and  did  and  hereby  do  rescind  the  twenty-third  act 
of  the  convention  in  November  1714  relative  to  that  matter,  and 
appoint  the  remaining  part  of  the  fifth  article,  as  to  the  sale  of 
flower  and  meal  of  all  kinds  by  weight,  to  continue  a  head  of  the 
missive;  and  the  convention  further  did  appoint  the  sixth  article  of 
the  missive  appointing  ttresh  herrings  to  be  sold  by  mett  and  not 
by   tale   to  be  totally  struck  out  of  the  missive,  and  did  and  hereby 


missive. 
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Edinburgh,  do  rescind  the  thirty-first  act  of  the  convention  in  July  1726  and 
Alterations  ^ue  e'ight  ac^  m  July  1730  relative  to  that  matter  as  being  altogether 
on  the  unnecessary  ;   and  having  considered  the  seventh  article,  they  ordered 

annual  the  same  to  be  totally  superceded  as  improper  and  unnecessary   and 

not  altogether  founded  in  law,  and  did  and  hereby  do  rescind  the 
nineth  act  of  the  general  convention,  1717,  and  the  act  the  eight  of 
July  1730,  with  the  26th  act  of  the  convention,  1750,  all  mentioned 
in  the  said  article,  and  in  lieu  thereof  they  appoint  the  following 
article  to  be  inserted  in  the  next  annual  missive, — vizt.,  The  convention 
having  taken  under  consideration  that  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland 
are  chargeable  with  one  sixth  part  of  the  land  tax,  that  by  several 
acts  of  parliament,  and  particularly  by  act  12th,  parlt.  1690,  the 
priviledge  of  carrying  on  foreign  trade,  under  certain  exceptions 
specified  in  the  act,  is  limitted  to  the  ffreemen,  inhabitants  of  his 
Majesty's  royal  boroughs ;  that  the  royal  boroughs  have  not  had 
from  the  burghs  of  barrony  &  regality  a  partial  relief  of  the  land 
tax  to  the  extent  intended  for  them  by  the  act  30th,  parlt.  1693, 
by  reason  of  many  burghs  of  barrony  and  regality  not  having  taken 
the  benefite  of  a  communication  of  foreign  trade  ;  that  it  is  unreasonable 
&  unjust  that  the  royal  boroughs  should  be  subjected  to  the  payment 
of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  land  tax  and  that  so  small  a  relief 
should  be  given  to  them,  as  is  done  by  reason  of  many  burghs  of 
barrony  &  regality  not  having  taken  a  communication  of  trade ;  do 
therefore  recommend  to  and  enjoin  the  several  royal  boroughs  in 
Scotland  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  foreign  trade  of  such  burghs 
of  barrony  and  regality  in  their  nighbourhood  as  they  judge  ought 
to  have  applied  for  a  communication  of  trade  but  have  not  done 
so,  and  to  report  a  state  of  their  trade,  and  the  names  and  designa- 
tions of  the  persons  who  carry  on  such  foreign  trade,  in  order  that 
the  convention  may  judge  whither  or  how  far  it  is  proper  to  use 
legal  means  for  compelling  such  unfree  traders  either  to  desist  there- 
from unless  the  boroughs  where  they  reside  obtains  a  communication  of 
trade,  or  that  they  become  freemen  and  inhabitants  of  a  royal  borough ; 
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and    further,  the  convention   did   and   hereby  do  approve  of  the  whole   Edinburgh. 
other   heads  of  the  missive  as   they  now  stand,  and  continue  the  tax   - 
roll  as  it  now  stands,  till  July  1771   yeai^s. 

30.  The  same  day  the  convention  having   resumed   the  consider-  Petition  for 

ation    of     the    petition    in    behalf     of     the    coaliers,    representing    the   remittto 

advantage     it     would     be     to    the    royal    boroughs    that     an     act    of   tne  aiiru,al 

•  i     •  committee, 

parliament    should    be    obtained    for    their    emansipation,   and    craving  &ce. 

the    aid    of    the    convention    for    that   purpose,    do    therefore    appoint 

the     following     committee, — vizt.,     Provost     Buchanan,     Commissioner 

George     Clerk,    Messrs      Peter     Colvill,     William     Alexander,     George 

Chalmers,    and     Messrs    M'Leod     and     Cullen,     advocates,    any    three 

of   them    to   be  a  quorum,  to  take  such  measures  as  they  shall  judge 

proper    to    come    at    the    sentiments    of    the    principal    coalmasters    in 

Scotland,   and    prepare    what    other    materials    on    that    subject   which 

they  shall  judge  proper  for  the  consideration  of  the  annual  committee ; 

and  the  convention  remitt  the  petition  for  the  coaliers  to  the  annual 

committee,  with  power  to  receive  such  evidence  as  shall  be  laid  before 

them  of  the  opinion  of  the  coalmasters  and  others  interested   in   this 

matter,    and    to   consider   the   expediency   of  any   bill    relative   thereto 

proposed   to   be   brought   into   parliament ;    with  power   to  the   annual 

committee,  upon  being  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  the    measure   and 

of   the  concurrence   of   the    majority  of   those  interested,  to   concur  in 

the    application    to    parliament,    and   grant  an   aid   not   exceeding  one 

hundred  pounds  sterling. 

31.  The   same   day,   upon   a    motion    being   made,   the    convention   Remittto 
recommend  to  the  annual  committee  to  consider  the   present  mode  of  committ'ee  to 

opening   the   ports,   advert  to   the   laws   on   that   subject,   and   prepare  consider  the 

.  -  .  .  mode  ot 

a    memorial    relative    to    such    improvements    as    they   judge    may    be  opening  the 

made    on    these    laws    for    the    benefite    of    the    publick,    and    lay   the   por  s- 

same    before    the    lord    advocate    for    Scotland    in    order    that    such 

measures   may    be    concerted    and    followed    out    as    may    procure    the 

proper  relief  and  tend  most  to  the  publick  interest. 
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Edinburgh. 
12  July  1770. 
Reinitt  to 
the  annual 
committee  to 
consider  the 
laws  in 
relation  to 
bankrupts' 
estates. 


Convention 
dissolved. 


32.  The  same  day  it  was  moved  that  it  should  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  the  annual  committee  whether  any  remedy  could 
be  obtained  by  a  clause  in  an  act  of  parliament  for  taking  away 
the  force  of  arreastments  in  case  of  bankruptcy,  and  for  facilitating 
a  more  equal  and  speedy  distribution  of  a  bankrupt's  estate  and 
effects,  the  want  of  which  is  very  inconvenient  at  home,  and  hurts 
the  credit  of  the  country  much  with  strangers.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  reinitt  to  the  annual  committee 
to  consider  the  most  proper  and  effectual  measures  for  preventing 
the  inconveniency  arising  from  the  law  and  usage  as  it  now  obtains 
with  respect  to  the  distribution  of  a  bankrupt's  estate  and  effects, 
and  for  securing  the  interest  of  creditors  upon  more  just  and 
equitable  principals,  and  to  lay  before  the  lord  advocate  what  may 
occur  to  them,  and  take  his  lordship's  advice  and  assistance  for 
carrying  into  execution  what  is  above  proposed,  with  conventional 
powers  to  do  therein  as  they  shall  see  cause. 

33.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  convention, 
and  appoint  the  next  general  convention  to  meet  and  be  held  at  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  second  Twesday  of  July  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-one  years,  and  appoint  their  clerks 
to  direct  missives  accordingly.     [Follows  signatures.] 


Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh. 
13  July  1770. 
Sederunt. 


13  July   1770. 

James  Stuart,  Esqr.,  elected  preeses ;  Perth,  George  Faikney ; 
Linlithgow,  James  Andrew ;  Kirkcaldie,  Andrew  Cowan ;  Inver- 
keithing,  John  Inglis ;  Grail,  William  Chalmers ;  North  Berwick, 
William  Swinton. 
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The   which   dav   the   annual  committee  having  mett  in   terms  of  Edikbckgh. 
J  •  i  l  t  13  July  17/0. 

the    appointment    of    the    convention,    they    unanimously    elect    James   - 

Stuart,   Esqr.,   present   lord   provost  of   the   city   of   Edinburgh,   to   be 

their  preeses. 


28  September  1770. 

James    Stuart,     Esqr.,     preses  ;     Edinburgh,    William    Ramsay,   &   Sederunt. 
John  Wordie,  assr. ;  Kinghorn,   Alexander  Alison  ;  Bruntisland,  George 
Chalmers  ;  Dysert,  James  Robertson  Barclay  ;  Ban  ft",  Thomas  Riddoch  ; 
Whithorn,  John   M'Gowan  ;  Annan,  James  Inglis. 

The  which  day  there  was  laid  before  the  annual  committee  by 
Mr  William  Cheap,  as  preeses  of  the  linen  society,  three  memorials 
in  regard  to  the  present  state  of  the  linen  manufacture ;  the  first 
shewing  that  as  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  point  out  a  proper  mode 
for  new  regulating  the  dutys  on  the  importation  of  foreign  linens, 
the  most  easy  and  effectual  method  of  attaining  the  purposes  the 
convention  thereby  had  in  view  would  be  to  apply  for  an  additional 
duty  of  two  pence  p.  yard  on  all  whited  or  bleached  linen  imported, 
and  one  penny  p.  yard  on  all  kinds  of  brown  linen,  which  would 
not  only  prove  an  encouragement  to  the  home  manufacture,  but  a 
considerable  encrease  to  the  revenue ;  the  second  memorial  showing 
that  it  would  likewise  be  proper  that  the  Holland  rates  should  be 
extended  to  all  diapers  and  damask  table  linen  imported  from  Germany 
or  else  where ;  and  thirdly,  that  as  the  extension  of  the  bounty  on 
British  &  Irish  linens  exported,  to  such  of  them  as  are  printed,  painted, 
or  stained,  was  another  of  the  objects  the  convention  had  in  view, 
that  would  prove  on  these  a  counterballance  as  long  as  the  present 
drawback  is  continued  on  foreign  linen  exported,  and  consequently 
a  considerable  encouragement  to  the  home  manufacture.  All  which 
being  read,  together  with  the  reinitts  from   the   last  convention  there- 
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Edinburgh,     anent,   but   as    these    memorials    do    not    point   out   any    proper   plan 

28  September    .,-,,,  .  .  Jill 

1770.  to    be    followed    out    in    order    to    the    attaining    or    these     ends,    the 

committee    therefore    delay    the    consideration    of    these    matters    for 

eight    days,    during    which    space    they    expect  that    the  linen  society 

and  those    interested    in    these    manufactures  will    suggest  what    they 

think    will    be    a    proper    plan    to     be    followed    furth     for    obtaining 

these    different    purposes,     so    as    the    committee    may    be    then    able 

to    determine    how   far    such   should    be    adopted    consistant    with   the 

remitts  from  the  last  general  convention. 


5  October  1770. 

Sederunt.  John  Dalrymple,  Esqr.,  elected  preses  ;     Edinburgh,  John  Wordie 

&  Alexander  Smith;  Inverkeithing,  John  Inglis ;  Kinghorn,  Alex- 
ander Alison;  North  Berwick,  William  Hogg;  Annan,  James  Inglis; 
Kilrenny,   William  Alexander. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  unanimously  elect  the 
Right  Honble.  John  Dalrymple,  Esqr.,  present  lord  provost  of 
Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preses. 

The  same  day  the  committee  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  three  memorials  in  relation  to  the  state  of  the  linen  manu- 
facture presented  by  Mr  William  Cheap,  preses  of  the  linen  society, 
as  mentioned  in  the  minute  of  last  sederunt,  together  with  a  petition 
given  in  this  day  in  behalf  of  the  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  linen, 
representing  that  previous  to  any  application  to  parliament  for  the 
additional  dutys  on  the  importation  of  foreign  linens  and  other 
encouragements  in  favours  of  the  linen  manufactures,  as  pointed  out 
in  these  memorials,  it  was  their  humble  opinion  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  have  two  persons  of  experience  in  the  trade  appointed 
to  go  to  the  principal  linen  manufacturing  towns  in  England  in 
order  to  explain  the  plan  intended  to  be  adopted  and  solicite  their 
interest    &    concurrence    therein,    at    the    same    time    recommending 
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Mr    Cheap   and    Mr    Walter   Biffgar   as   proper   persons   to   be   sent   on   Edinburgh. 

ill  r;  October 

that   business.      All   which,  together  with   the  several   remitts   from  the    17711. 

last  convention  thereanent,  being  read  and  considered  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  as  from  the  said  remitts  it  appears  to  them  to  have 
been  the  boroughs'  intention  that  what  further  applications  are  to 
be  made  to  parliament  for  obtaining-  additional  encouragements  to 
the  linen  manufacture,  as  directed  by  the  tenth  act  of  the  last 
convention,  should  be  in  conjunction  with  the  linen  manufacturers 
in  England  and  Ireland,  and  finder,  do  think  that  the  sending  of 
the  two  gentlemen  recommended  by  the  forsaid  petition  to  make 
a  circuit  through  the  principal  towns  in  England  engaged  in  that 
branch  of  trade  would  be  a  very  proper  measure  in  order  to 
the  geting  them  to  concurr  with  the  boroughs  in  these  intended 
applications,  and  in  which,  should  they  succeed,  it  would  greatly 
tend  to  facilitate  the  obtaining  from  parliament  these  additional 
encouragements  the  convention  judge  further  necessary  in  support 
of  the  home  manufacture,  yet  by  the  said  remitts  they  are  not 
impowered  to  appoint  any  commissioners  for  negotiating  such  business 
on  the  expence  of  the  boi'oughs.  Whereupon  the  said  Mr  Walter 
Biggar  suggested  that  as  the  committee  were  of  that  opinion,  and 
only  did  not  chuse  to  adopt  a  measure  of  that  nature  through  want 
of  powers  from  the  convention  to  disburse  money  or  incurr  expence 
to  the  boroughs  in  such  service,  he  therefore  proposed  that  would 
the  committee  come  to  a  resolution  to  commission  Mr  Cheap  and 
him  to  the  above  purpose,  for  the  good  of  the  manufactures  of 
this  country,  they  would  undertake  that  service  without  demanding 
any  gratuit}^  for  their  trouble ;  further  than  that,  the  committee 
would  recommend  to  the  next  annual  convention  to  indemnify 
them  of  the  actual  expence  they  behooved  necessarly  to  incurr  by 
their  undertaking  this  negotiation,  and  that  not  exceeding  a  certain 
sum,  for  the  reimbursement  of  which  they  would  depend  on  the 
pleasure  of  the  convention.  Which  being  considered  by  the  annual 
committee,   they   unanimously   approve    of    Mr   Biggar's   proposal,   and 
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Edinburgh,     jn   terms   thereof   hereby   impower   the   saids   Mr   William    Cheap    and 
1770.  Mr  Walter  Big-gar,  as   commissioners   from   the  boroughs,    to   make   a 

circuit  through  the  linen  manufacturing  towns  in  England,  and  to 
use  their  best  endeavours  to  prevail  with  them  to  concurr 
with  the  boroughs  in  the  intended  applications  to  parliament  for 
obtaining  the  different  additional  encouragements  to  the  British 
and  Irish  linen  manufacture  as  directed  by  the  last  convention ; 
and  further,  the  committee  hereby  recommend  to  the  next  annual 
convention  to  reimburse  these  commissioners  of  the  actual  expence 
they  shall  lay  out  in  this  their  negotiation,  provided  the  same  does 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  and  for  which 
they  must  entirely  depend  on  the  pleasure  of  the  convention. 


14  November  1770. 

Sederunt.  John  Dalrymple,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Dysert,  James  Robertson  Barclay  ; 

Bruntisland,  George  Chalmers  ;  Inverkeithing,  John  Inglis ;  Kinghorn, 
Alexander  Alison ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan ;  Anstr.  Wester,  Philip 
Anstruther ;   North   Berwick,  William  Hogg;   Crail,  William  Chalmers. 

The  which  day  Mr  William  Cheape  and  Mr  Walter  Biggar,  the 
two  commissioners  authorized  by  the  minute  of  last  sederunt  to  make 
a  circuit  through  the  linen  manufacturing  towns  in  England  for  the 
purposes  therein  mentioned,  presented  to  the  committee  a  memorial 
and  report  in  regard  to  their  proceedings  in  that  business,  and 
mentioning  what  reception  the  plan  proposed  as  additional  encourage- 
ments to  the  linen  manufacture  had  mett  with  from  those  interested 
in  the  linen  trade  of  the  respective  towns  they  called  at ;  in  particular, 
that  those  of  Carlisle,  Knearsborough,  Darlingtoun,  and  the  dealers 
in  flax  at  New  Castle  had  not  only  entirely  approved  thereof,  but 
engaged  to  apply  to  parliament  foi  obtaining  the  different  purposes 
therein  pointed  out,  and  to  use  their  interest  with  their  members  of 
parliament,    as    well    as    others  they   could    have    any   influence   with, 
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to    present    and   support    the    same    in    the   House   of   Commons ;   that   Edinburoh. 

14  Nov6mbcr 
though    they,    the    memoralists,   had    received    no   absolute    assurrance    1770. 

from     the     corporation    of     New     Castle    and    people    of    Durham    & 

Berwick  in  regard  to  their  petitioning  parliament  as  the  other  towns 

interested   in  the  linen   manufacture   have  engaged  to  do,  yet   having 

in     part    convinced    them    of    the    propriety    thereof,    they    were    not 

without    hopes    of    their    concurring   in    the   same    measure ;   that    at 

Chester  they  had  an  opportunity   of   meeting   with  several  gentlemen 

from    Ireland    interested    in    the    linen    trade,    who   likewise   approved 

of  the  plan,  and  suggested  that  it  would  greatly  contribute   towards 

securing   a   spirited   exertion   of   the   Irish   interest  to  co-operate   with 

the   boroughs  therein    if    the  annual   committee    and    the    trustees   or 

linen   board   of    Scotland   wou'd   be   pleased   to   write   the  linen   board 

of  Ireland  and  transmitt  them  copys  of  the  plan   they  have  in  view, 

signifying  at  the  same  time  their  intention   of  joining  commissioners 

of  practise  and  experience  in  the  linen  trade  to  their  ordinary  agents 

in   London  for  soliciting  that  business  during  the  ensueing  session  of 

parliament,   and   requesting  that   they  would   adopt  the  like  measure ; 

that  those  interested  in  the  linen  trade  of  Lancaster,  Preston,  Wiggan, 

and  Warrington,  however  satisfied  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  schem, 

yet   as   the   town    of    Manchester    is   of   all    others   in   the   county  of 

Lancaster    principally    interested    in    the    linen    trade,    they    declined 

coming  to  any  final  resolution  on  the  subject    till  such  time  as  they 

knew    the    sentiments   of    the   people  of    that    place    in    regard    to    it, 

assuring  at  the  same  time  that  if  the  Manchester  gentlemen  adopted 

the  plan  proposed,  they  would  second  the  intended  applications  with 

all    their    interest ;    that    upon    going    to    Manchester    they   found    the 

principal  and  leading  men  there  rather  prejudiced  against  and  jealous 

of    the    Scots    linen    trade,  owing  to    a    notion  conceived   that    had    it 

not    been  for  the  opposition    made    last    session    by    them,   parliament 

would   have  been  prevailed  upon   to  grant  the  full  bounty  they  then 

asked    on    the    exportation     of     their    checks,     which     prejudices    the 

niemoralists  endeavoured  to  remove,  and  after  many  communings  with 
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Edinburgh,     them  on  the  subject,   they  at   last  came  to  a  resolution  that  however 
177(1,  they  wished  to  obtain  an  extention  of  the  bounty  on  the  exportation 

of  their  checks,  so  as  to  put  these  on  an  equal  footing  with  other 
bounty  linens,  yet  they  would  not  at  present  bring  that  matter  in 
competition  with  the  proposed  additional  dutys  on  the  plain  and 
extention  of  the  Holland  rates  on  diaper  and  damask  table  linen 
imported  from  abroad ;  at  the  same  time,  they  were  determined  to 
remain  neuter,  and  not  to  join  the  boroughs  in  their  application  for 
these,  unless  they  would  consent  that  the  bounty  on  the  exportation 
of  checks  not  exceeding  eighteen  pence  p.  yard  in  value  be  extended 
to  one  penny  halfpenny,  and  that  this  should  be  included  in  such 
application,  in  which  case  they  would  not  only  heartily  concurr 
therein  and  send  two  of  their  number  to  London  to  solicite  the  same 
jointly  with  the  Scots  &  Irish,  but  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to 
render  the  sanie  effectual  by  procuring  the  interest  of  every  member 
of  parliament  with  whom  they  had  influence  in  supjDort  thereof, 
particularly  as  Lord  Strange  had  hitherto  patronised  them,  they 
hoped  lie  would  take  the  lead  in  that  business ;  that  with  respect  to  the 
other  part  of  the  plan,  if  the  boroughs  were  determined  to  ask  a 
bounty  on  the  exportation  of  home  made  linens  when  printed,  painted, 
stained,  or  dyed,  at  or  under  eighteen  pence  p.  yard  in  value,  the}^ 
would  be  under  a  necessity  to  oppose  such  a  measure  unless  their 
cottons  of  the  same  value  should  be  entitled  to  a  like  bounty,  and 
which  they  would  certainly  insist  for  in  the  event  of  any  bounty s 
being  asked  in  favours  of  the  printed  linens ;  that  as  the  Manchester 
people  do  insist  upon  these  as  the  condition  of  their  hearty  concurrence 
with  the  boroughs,  and  in  which  there  is  but  little  doubt  of  then- 
being  joined  by  the  other  manufacturing  touns  within  the  district 
of  Lancaster  abovementioned,  the  memoralists  therefore  thought  it 
their  duty  to  mention  this  to  the  annual  committee,  that  as  these 
are  the  only  touns  from  whence  any  opposition  may  be  expected, 
in  order  to  secure  unanimity  in  the  intended  applications,  whither 
it  would  not  be  proper  to  adopt  the  extension  of  the  bounty  on  the 
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checks  as  a  part  of   the  plan,  especially  as  Glasgow,  Paisley,  Culross,   Edinburgh. 
1  f        '       l  J  &  J  14  November 

Inverkeithing,  Kirkcaldy,  Dysert,  and  other  towns  &  countrys  around   1770. 

them    do    manufacture    considerable     quantitys    of    coloured     napkins, 
checks,  tikes,  and    other  striped   linens,    and  consequently    must    reap 
equal  advantage  with  the  Manchester    people  in   such    a  bounty,   and 
which    extension    at    the     utmost    computation    would    prove     but    an 
inconsiderable  expence    to  government,   as    this    additional    bounty   on 
the   whole    of    these    articles    exported    from     England   and    Scotland 
will     not    exceed    above    eight    thousand    pounds    p.  annum,    a    sum 
hardly    to    be   reckoned    upon,   whilst    the   government    by   the    dutys 
now    proposed    will    annually    reap    one    hundred   and  sixty   thousand 
pounds  ster. ;  and  in  regard  to  the  other  point  insisted  on,  to  witt,  the 
having  the  printed  cottons  put  upon  an  equal   foot  with  the  printed 
linens,   it    was    further    suggested    that    with    a    view    to    avoid    any 
competition  of  that  kind,  and  which  might  tend  to  emberass  the  more 
material  part  of  the  plan,  to  witt,  the  additional  dutys  and  extension 
of   the   Holland    rates,    whither  in   place   of  asking  a   bounty  on  such 
linens   it   would   not   be   rather   more  proper  to  apply  for  a   retention 
of  the   dutys   or  drawbacks   on   the   exportation   of   all    foreign   linens 
printed,     painted,    or    stained,    which    would    prove    a    more    effectual 
encouragement  than  any  bounty  that  could  be  obtained  in  favours  of 
the    printed    linens   or   cottons,    as    well    as   a   considerable   saving  to 
government    itself ;    all    which    these    memoralists    humbly   submitted 
to   the   consideration    of   the   annual   committee,   noways   doubting  but 
they    would   readily    improve    the    present    good    disposition    of    the 
English  linen   trade   in  so   far   ready  to  apply  jointly  with  them   for 
these  necessary  encouragements  to  the  staple  branches  of  the  manu- 
factures of  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  that  by  appointing 
commissioners  for  soliciting  this  business  in  London  jointly   with   the 
English  and  Irish,  and  taking  such  other  steps  for  forwarding  thereof 
as  to  them  should  seem   requisite.      Which   memorial  &   report  being 
read    and    considered    by    the    annual    committee,    together    with    the 
remitts    of    the    last    convention    in    regard    to    these    matters,    they 
z 
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Edinburgh,     unanimously  approve  of  the  conduct  and  proceedings  of  these  commis- 

14  November 

1770.  sioners  with  respect  to  their  negotiation  in  this  affair,  but  before  coining 

to  any  resolution  as  to  the  nominating  of  commissioners  for  soliciting 
of  this  business  in  parliament,  agreeable  to  the  instructions  of  the 
convention,  they  appoint  their  preses  to  write  to  the  Right  Honble. 
the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Sir 
Laurence  Dundas.  Sir  Alexander  Gilmer,  and  Mr  Dempster,  and  transmit! 
them  copys  of  the  plan  now  under  consideration,  as  likewise  an  account 
of  the  steps  the  boroughs  have  taken  towards  securing  the  concurrence 
of  the  English  &  Irish  interest  therein,  and  to  request  their  opinion 
and  advice  whither  it  will  be  proper  for  the  boroughs  to  apply 
this  session  of  parliament  &  send  a  commissioner  to  London  for 
soliciting  the  encouragements  therein  mentioned,  which  are  judged  so 
requisite  and  necessary  for  support  of  the  home  manufacture  in  its 
present  declining  state ;  and  further,  the  committee  hereby  remitt  and 
recommend  to  their  preeses  and  members  for  Dysert,  Inverkeithing, 
&  Bruntisland  to  waite  upon  and  lay  before  the  honble.  board  of 
trustees  the  whole  of  this  matter,  and,  in  case  the  annual  committee 
shall  be  advised  by  the  beforementioned  persons  as  to  its  being- 
proper  for  them  to  apply  to  parliament  this  session  and  send  a 
commissioner  to  London  for  that  purpose,  to  request  that  the  honble. 
the  trustees  would  be  pleased  not  only  to  assist  &  concurr  with  them 
therein  and  defray  a  proportion  of  the  publick  expence  attending 
the  same,  but  likewise  that  they  would  reimburse  the  royal  boroughs 
of  the  great  expence  laid  out  by  them  in  soliciting  and  obtaining 
the  two  acts  of  parliament  in  the  years  seventeen  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  &  seventeen  hundred  &  seventy,  establishing  a  bounty 
for  encouraging  the  growth  &  culture  of  flax  &  hemp  in  this  country, 
and  that  out  of  the  fund  now  under  their  management  by  virtue  of 
these  laws ;  as  likewise  to  endeavour  to  prevail  with  them  to  grant 
the  boi-oughs  some  relief  of  the  large  sums  laid  out  by  them  in 
obtaining  the  late  act  of  parliament  prolonging  the  bounty  on  the 
exportation    of   British   &   Irish  linens    for    a    further    term   of    years ; 
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at  the  same  time  to  lay  before  them  the  resolution  of  the  general  Edinburgh. 
convention  in  July  seventeen  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  recommending  1770. 
to  the  said  board  to  give  Messrs  Niel  M'Viccar  and  Walter  Biggar 
some  gratification  for  their  great  services  and  extraordinary  trouble 
in  soliciting  at  London  the  act  of  parliament,  anno.  1767,  establishing 
certain  dutys  on  the  importation  of  foreign  linen  and  appropriating 
these  as  a  ffund  for  the  above  bounty,  granted  towards  the  encouraging 
of  the  growth  &  culture  of  flax  &  hemp  in  this  kingdom. 


26  November  1770. 

John  Dalrymple,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Edinburgh,  Alexander  Smith  &  Sederunt. 
John  Wordie ;  Bruntisland,  George  Chalmers ;  Inverkeithing,  John 
Inglis ;  Kinghorn,  Alexander  Alison ;  Uumfermling,  Alexander  Hart ; 
Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan ;  Rothsay,  Duncan  M'Millan ;  Rutherglen, 
Mr  Robert  Cullen  ;  Kilrenny,  William  Alexander ;  Crail,  William 
Chalmers. 

The  which  day  there  was  presented  to  the  committee  a  petition 
of  Thomas  Potts,  shirriff  clerk  of  Roxburghshire ;  Doctor  William 
Elliot  of  Arkletoun,  physician  in  Jedburgh ;  John  Ainslie,  druggist, 
and  late  one  of  the  baillies  of  the  said  burgh ;  Doctor  Thomas 
Rutherford,  physician  there ;  and  George  Turner,  burges  there,  the 
persons  authorized  by  the  Court  of  Session  for  managing  the  affairs 
of  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  till  the  magistracy  thereof  be  restored, 
representing  that  the  trade  of  that  place  continued  still  in  a  decayed 
state,  and  mentioning  some  other  grivances  the  inhabitants  labour 
under  from  the  late  act  of  parliament  establishing  turnpike  roads 
in  that  country ;  at  same  time,  in  terms  of  the  former  orders  of  the 
annual  committee,  subjoining  an  accompt  of  what  debts  that  have  been 
either  contracted  or  paid  off'  since  giving  in  the  former  state  of  the 
funds  of  that  town,  and  praying  the  committee  would  take  that  matter 
into    consideration     and     continue    to    them    the    annual    payment    of 
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Edinburgh,     thirty    pounds    formerly    granted    by    the    convention    untill    the    tax 

26  November 

1770.  r°U    Dc    opened    or   their   distress    i-elieved.     Which    being    considered 

by  the  committee,  they  remitt  to  the  members  for  Bruntisland. 
Dumfermling,  Crail,  Kinghorn,  &  Dysert,  or  any  three  of  them,  to 
examine  into  the  forsaid  states  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon 
to  the  committee. 

The  same  day  James  Stuart,  Esqr.,  late  provost  of  Edinbr.,  and 
Mr  James  Hunter,  merchant,  in  name  of  the  adventurers  engaged 
in  the  Greenland  fishing  from  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
represented  that  as  the  bounty  of  forty  shillings  p.  ton  granted  by 
parliament  to  the  ouners  of  ships  employed  in  fishing  for  whales 
in  the  Greenland  seas  expires  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of 
parliament,  &  unless  a  renewal  or  prolongation  thereof  be  obtained 
that  there  was  reason  to  fear  this  valuable  branch  of  commerce  will 
be  lost,  a  trade  whereby  this  country  have  not  only  in  a  great  measure 
supplyed  themselves  with  whale  bone  &  oil,  but  likewise  of  consider- 
able importance  in  the  carrying  on  other  branches  of  trade  and 
manufactures ;  that  they  understood  a  petition  was  already  presented 
to  parliament  by  those  in  Liverpool  concerned  in  that  trade  for  a 
renewal  of  this  bounty,  and  if  the  boroughs  would  petition  to  the 
same  purpose,  it  would  probably  have  such  weight  as  to  induce  the 
legislature  to  gi-ant  a  prolongation  thereof,  without  which,  for  manjr 
obvious  reasons,  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  on  the  trade ;  the 
expence  of  which  application  they  in  name  of  the  adventurers  in 
this  country  were  authorized  to  undertake  to  defray.  All  which 
being  considered  by  the  annual  committee,  and  the  draught  of  an 
application  to  the  above  purpose  having  been  produced  and  read, 
they  unanimously  approve  thereof,  and  appoint  the  same  not  only  to 
be  recorded  after  the  minutes  of  this  sederunt,  but  the  preeses  to 
sign  and  transmitt  the  same  to  Sir  Laurence  Dundas,  to  be  by  him 
laid  before  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  further,  to  take  the  like 
steps  as  was  done  at  the  time  of  obtaining  the  last  prolongation  of 
this  bounty,  in  order  to  secure  success  to  this  application ;  declaring 
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whatever  expence  may  be  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  this  matter,   Edinburgh. 
that    the  same    shall    be    defrayed    by    the    adventurers,   in    terms    of   1770. 
Mr  Stuart  &  Mr  Hunter's  proposal. 

Follows    the    copy    of   the    petition  appointed    to    be   recorded  by    the 

preceeding  minute. 

To  the  Honble.  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in   Parliament 
assembled,  the  Petition  of  the  Royal  Boroughs  of  Scotland. 

Humbly  sheweth, — 

That  the  bounty  of  forty  shillings  p.  ton  granted  by  parliament 
on  all  ships  employed  in  taking  whales  in  the  Greenland  seas  expires 
at  the  end  of  this  session  of  parliament. 

That  this  branch  of  commerce,  your  petitioners  humbly  presume 
to  think,  is  an  object  of  great  national  importance,  as  we  thereby 
in  a  great  measure  supply  ourselves  with  whale  bone  &  oil,  for  which 
Great  Britain  has  paid  large  sums  annually  to  foreigners,  and  which 
we  must  again  pay  to  them  to  a  very  great  extent  if  ever  this  trade 
is  discontinued  in  Britain.  The  cheapness  of  train  oil  for  burning 
is  of  great  consequence  to  the  poor  of  Great  Britain,  and  as  it  is 
much  used  for  light,  some  of  our  most  important  manufactures  must 
in  some  degree  be  affected  by  its  dearness  or  cheapness.  It  is  more 
immediately  of  consequence  in  those  trades  where  it  is  used  to  a 
great  extent  as  a  part  of  the  manufacture,  such  as  soap  boiling, 
currying  and  dressing  of  leather,  &ce. ;  upon  this  branch  of  commerce 
also  depend  many  tradesmen,  as  carpenters,  rope  and  sailmakers, 
coopers,  smiths,  ship  chandlers,  &ce.,  who  are  employed  in  the  outfitts 
of  the  ships  in  the  Greenland  trade.  The  bounty  upon  this  trade  is 
an  encouragement  to  the  most  usefull  industry,  as  all  the  oil  and 
bone  got  in  it  is  a  real  gain  to  the  nation,  and  if  not  got  by  the 
British  fishers  must  be  paid  for  at  a  very  high  &  advanced  rate  to 
other  nations,  who  can  afford  to  carry  on  the  trade  to  great  advantage 
owing   to   the    cheapness   of   all    the    necessarys    expended    in    it,    the 
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Edinburgh,     dutys  on  them  being  so   moderate   as  to  affect  their  prices  but   little, 
1770  whereas    in    Britain   the  dutys    being    higher,    the    prices  are   thereby 

greatly  advanced,  and  require  a  bounty  to  put  the  British  ffishers  on 
a  footing  with  them.  It  is  humbly  presumed  that  these  considerations 
are  worthy  the  attention  of  parliament,  more  especially  as  this  trade 
promotes  the  encrease  of  our  shipping,  and  proves  a  nursery  for  a 
body  of  seamen  uncommonly  hardy. 

That  the  shortness  of  the  time  granted  for  the  continuance  of 
the  bounty  by  the  last  act  of  parliament  it  is  believed  has  chequed 
the  encrease  of  this  fishery,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  if  this 
bounty  is  not  renewed  that  this  valuable  branch  of  trade  will  be 
entirely  discontinued,  and  consequently  all  the  money  expended  in 
fitting  out  these  vessels  now  employed  in  it  by  different  adventurers 
in  both  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  will  not  only  be  lost  by  them, 
but  those  important  objects  already  mentioned,  of  encreasing  our 
seamen,  serving  the  poor  with  a  cheap  and  useful]  light,  employing 
our  manufactures,  and  supplying  ourselves  at  the  cheapest  rate  & 
by  means  of  British  industry  with  the  valuable  produce  of  this 
fishery,  will  be  entirely  lost. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  this  honble. 
House  to  take  the  premisses  into  their 
consideration,  and  to  do  in  it  as  to  their 
wisdoms  shall  seem  meet. 

Edinr.,  26th  November  1770. 
Signed  in  name  &  by  appointment 
of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland. 


31  December  1770. 

Sederunt.  John    Dalrymple,    Esqr.,    preses ;     Edinburgh,    William    Ramsay, 

Alexr.  Smith,  &  John  Wordie ;   Bruntisland,  George  Chalmers ;  Inver- 
keithing,     John     Inglis ;      Irving,     James     Crawfurd ;      Dumfermling, 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  407 

Alexander  Hart;    Aberbrothock,  John  Douglas;    Rothsay,   Banantyne  Edinburgh. 

311  )6ccml)cr 
Willni.  M'Leod  ;    Rutherglen,  Robert  Cullen  ;    Dysert,  James  Robertson   1770. 

Barclay ;     Kilrenny,    William    Alexander ;     Crail,    William    Chalmers ;  Sederunt. 

Stranraer,  Mr  David  Dalrymple. 

The  which  day  the  preses  informed  the  committee  that  agreeable 
to  the  minute  of  last  sederunt  he  bad  transmitted  to  Sir  Laurence 
Dundas  their  petition  to  parliament  anent  the  renewal  of  the  whale 
bounty,  and  had  likewise  wrote  the  boroughs'  repi-esentatives 
requesting  their  countenance  to  support  the  same  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  return  whereto  he  received  a  letter  from  Mr  Dempster 
assuring  the  royal  boroughs  that  his  endeavours  should  not  be  wanting 
to  promote  the  laudable  purpose  thereby  recommended  to  him. 

The  same  day  the  preses  further  acquainted  that  in  consequence 
of  their  remitt,  as  contained  in  the  minute  of  the  fourteenth  of 
November,  lie,  Mr  John  Inglis,  and  Mr  Chalmers  had  a  conferrance 
on  the  twenty-third  of  that  month  with  the  board  of  trustees  relative 
to  the  different  matters  therein  contained,  but  as  a  full  quorum  of 
their  members  were  not  then  present,  they  had  delayed  coming  to 
any  resolution  on  the  subject  thereof  till  a  future  sederunt ;  that  he 
had  likewise  wrote  to  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  Lord  Frederick  Campbell, 
Sir  Alexander  Gilmour,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Sir  Laurence  Dundas,  and 
Mr  Dempster,  and  at  the  same  time  for  their  information  transmitted 
printed  copys  of  the  three  memorials  presented  to  the  committee  on 
the  twenty-eight  of  September  last  with  respect  to  the  encouragements 
now  wanted  in  favours  of  the  different  branches  of  the  linen  manu- 
facture, together  with  the  report  made  by  Messrs  Cheap  &  Biggar 
in  consequence  of  the  circuit  made  by  them  throu  the  linen  manu- 
facturing towns  in  England,  and  requesting  their  opinion  &  advice 
whither  it  will  be  proper  for  the  annual  committee  to  apply  to 
parliament  this  session  on  the  subject  of  these,  or  send  a  commissioner 
to  London  for  solliciting  that  business ;  that  in  answer  to  these  he 
had   received  a  private  letter  from  Sir  Laurence  Dundas,   wherein    he 
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Edinburgh,     assures    of   his   hearty    inclination    to    serve   the   boroughs    in    this    or 
1770.  any   other    measure   they   should    recommend    to  him    for  the   interest 

of  the  manufactures  of  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  was  of  opinion 
that  the  bounty  on  printed  linens  might  be  obtained,  but  with  respect 
to  the  proposed  additional  dutys  on  the  importation  of  foreign  linens, 
these  would  meet  with  such  opposition  that  he  was  affraid  they  would 
not  be  gone  into ;  at  the  same  time  the  preses  laid  before  the  committee 
three  other  letters,  vizt.,  one  from  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul  giving  his 
sentiments  pretty  fully  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  encourage- 
ments, and  intimating  that  however  well  disposed  he  was  to  give 
all  the  assistance  in  his  power  towards  promoting  every  branch  of 
our  commerce,  and  in  particular  to  the  advancement  of  the  linen 
manufacture  as  being  the  great  staple  of  this  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  yet  as  the  success  of  the  present  plan  behooved  in  a  great 
measure  to  depend  on  the  inclinations  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
towards  it,  and  who's  sentiments  he  had  not  as  yet  any  opportunity 
to  know,  on  that  account  he  could  not  pretend  to  advise  whither  it 
would  be  proper  for  the  boroughs  to  move  in  these  applications 
this  session  of  parliament,  but  that  those  other  persons  wrote  to 
would  be  much  better  able  to  judge,  seeing  that  they  were  upon  the 
spott  &  at  hand  to  receive  such  information  as  may  be  necessary 
to  direct  their  judgement ;  secondly,  a  letter  from  Sir  Alexander 
Gilmer  expressing  his  friendly  inclination  to  promote  that  plan,  which 
he  could  not  but  think  was  founded  in  justice  and  much  for  the 
advantage  &  prosperity  of  the  linen  manufacture,  and  tho'  it  was 
his  opinion  that  this  is  far  from  being  a  proper  time  for  making 
such  application,  yet  his  conduct  therein  should  be  governed  by  the 
judgement  of  the  committee;  thirdly,  a  letter  from  Mr  Dempster 
intimating  that  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  sending  up  a 
commissioner  to  London  for  negotiating  the  above  business  was  the 
only  chance  the  boroughs  had  for  obtaining  these  laws  so  much  wished 
for  and  necessary  to  the  prosperity  of  the  linen  manufacture,  being 
certain  from  experience   that  the  attention  and  support  of   parliament 
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in  favours  thereof  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  keenness  &  perseverance  Edinburgh. 

.  31  December 

with  which  these  are  demanded.  There  was  further  laid  before  the  1770. 
committee  an  extract  of  the  minutes  of  the  board  of  trustees,  of  date 
the  23d  of  November  and  17th  instant,  as  transmitted  by  their  secretary 
to  the  agent's  assistant,  containing  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the 
trustees  in  regard  to  these  intended  applications,  vizt.,  that  it  was 
not  proper  for  them  to  employ  agents  in  making  applications  to 
parliament,  but  if  the  convention  of  boroughs  or  manufacturers 
should  think  fitt  to  send  deputys  to  London  upon  that  business, 
the  trustees  will  recommend  their  cause  to  the  minister  of  state,  and 
give  them  every  other  assistance  consistant  with  the  powers  of 
trustees,  and  in  the  event  of  such  deputies  being  sent  up,  their  preses 
was  authorized  to  prepare  a  proper  letter  to  Lord  North  and  to 
deliver  the  same,  as  he  was  to  go  soon  to  London,  and  that  the 
board  had  further  resolved  if  such  application  is  made  to  direct 
Mr  Spotswood,  their  agent  at  London,  to  give  his  assistance.  All 
which  being  read  in  presence  of  the  committee,  together  with  a 
letter  from  the  Provost  of  Perth,  giving  it  as  the  opinion  of  the 
magistrates  of  that  town  that  after  being  satisfied  of  the  opinion  of 
the  foi'said  noblemen  and  others  the  committee  should  lose  no  time 
in  nominating  an  agent  for  solliciting  this  important  business  in 
parliament,  and  as  after  full  reasoning  thereon  it  appears  to  them 
that  as  their  friends  in  parliament  differ  in  opinion  with  respect  to 
the  propriety  of  the  boroughs  making  these  applications  this  session 
of  parliament  or  sending  a  commissioner  to  London  on  that  business, 
they  therefore  appoint  their  preses  to  write  a  second  letter  to  Lord 
Fredrick  Campbell  &  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  requesting  they  would  favour 
the  committee  as  soon  as  possible  with  their  opinion  on  the  head, 
as  also  that  he  write  Mr  Pultney  to  the  like  purpose,  so  as  the 
committee  may  then  determine  how  to  act  in  this  matter. 

The  same  day  Mr  John  Inglis,  assessor  for  Inverkeithing,  repre- 
sented that  the  last  convention  had  remitted  to  this  committee  to 
consider    the    most   proper   &    effectual    measures    for   preventing    the 
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Edinburgh,     inconveniencys  arising  from  the  law  and  usage  as  it  now  obtains  with 
1770.  regard    to    the   distribution   of   a   bankrupt's   effects,   and   for   securing 

the  interest  of  creditors  upon  a  more  just  and  equal  footing,  and 
in  consequence  thereof  the  annual  committee  on  the  thirteenth  of 
July  last  did  remitt  to  the  members  for  the  burghs  of  Inverkeithing, 
Bruntisland,  Elgin,  Rothsay,  &  Kilrenny  to  prepare  and  lay  before 
them  a  memorial  on  that  subject  so  as  the  instructions  of  the  conven- 
tion might  be  followed  out ;  that  upon  learning  that  the  heads  of  a 
bill  to  the  above  purpose  had  been  prepared  with  a  view  to  be  laid 
before  parliament,  he  had  obtained  a  copy  thereof,  and  which  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  lay  before  the  committee  for  their  perusal 
and  examination.  Which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  they 
of  new  remitt  to  the  members  above  named,  to  whom  they  add 
Mr  William  Ramsay,  member  for  Edinburgh,  Mr  Robert  Cullen, 
member  for  Rutherglen,  and  Mr  Robertson  Barclay,  assessor  for 
Dysert,  as  a  committee  to  take  the  above  into  their  immediate 
consideration,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon  without  loss  of 
time. 

5  January   1771. 

Sederunt.  John    Dalrymple,    Esqr.,    preeses ;     Edinburgh,    William    Ramsay  ; 

Bruntisland,  George  Chalmers  ;  Inverkeithing,  John  Inglis ;  Irving, 
James  Crawfurd ;  Dysert,  James  Robertson  Barclay ;  Rothsay, 
Banantyne  Willm.  M'Leod,  &  Duncan  Macmillan,  assr. 

The  which  day  the  committee  appointed  by  the  minute  of  last 
sederunt  to  consider  the  heads  of  a  bill  for  rendering  the  payment 
of  creditors  more  equal,  and  for  regulating  the  dilligences  of  the 
law  by  arreastments  &  poindings  in  Scotland,  reported  their  opinion 
thereon,  at  the  same  time  suggesting  several  amendments  which  had 
occurred  to  them  in  regard  to  it.  All  which  having  been  read  and 
considered  by  the  annual  committee,  they  approve  of  the  said  report, 
and  in  terms  of  the  remitt  from  last  convention,  direct  that  a  copy 
thereof  be  immediately  laid  before  the  lord  advocate  so  as  his  lordship 
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may  have  an  opportunity  of  considering  the  same  along  with  the  Edinburgh. 
heads  of  the  forsaid  proposed  bill ;  and  upon  its  being  represented  that  1771, 
the  member  for  the  city  of  Glasgow  had  requested  at  last  convention 
to  have  a  copy  sent  him  of  such  bill  or  others  as  should  be  prepared 
on  the  above  subject,  they  therefore  further  appoint  the  recorder  to 
transmitt  without  loss  of  time  to  James  Buchanan,  Esqr.,  the  present 
member  to  the  boroughs  for  the  above  city,  a  copy  of  the  forsaid 
heads  &  report  thereanent  so  as  he  may  lay  the  same  before  their 
magistrates  and  town  council,  that  in  case  they  have  any  further 
observations  to  make  thereon,  these  may  be  transmitted  to  the 
committee  in  order  to  be  submitted  to  lord  advocate's  consideration 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  same  day  the  assessor  for  Dysert  moved  that  as  from  the 
minute  of  the  trustees,  mentioned  in  last  sederunt,  it  appeared  that 
that  board  had  as  yet  come  to  no  determination  in  regard  to  the 
reimbursing  of  the  royal  boroughs,  either  as  to  the  great  expence 
incurred  by  them  in  obtaining  the  two  acts  of  parliament  establishing 
the  bounty  for  encouraging  the  culture  of  flax,  or  for  defraying  in 
part  the  expence  of  the  one  for  prolonging  the  bounty  on  exportation 
of  British  &  Irish  linens  for  a  further  term  of  years,  that  the  com- 
mittee would  therefore  be  pleased  to  direct  the  agent's  assistant  to 
transmitt  to  the  secretary  for  the  trustees  a  full  state  of  that  expence, 
desiring  him  to  lay  the  same  before  the  board  at  their  first  meeting, 
and  to  acquaint  that  the  boroughs  hope  they  will  now  come  to  the 
resolution  of  reimbursing  them  of  the  total  expence  which  they  at 
present  stand  in  advance  for  obtaining  the  flax  acts,  and  that  out 
of  the  fund  thereby  appropriated  for  Scotland  how  soon  they  shall 
receive  the  money,  which  presently  lyes  at  the  receipt  of  his  Majesty's 
exchequer,  and  that  they  would  be  further  pleased  to  grant  the 
boroughs  some  aid  towards  defraying  the  great  expence  incurred  on 
account  of  obtaining  the  bounty  act.  Which  being  considered  by 
the  committee,  they  approve  of  the  said  motion,  and  direct  the 
agent's  assistant  to  transmitt  the  same  accordingly. 


Sederunt. 
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Edinburgh.  8   February   1771. 

8  February 

1771- John    Dalrymple,     Esqr.,    preses ;     Edinburgh,    Alexander    Smith  ; 

Dysert,     James     Robertson     Barclay ;     Inverkeithing,     John     Inglis ; 

Kinghorn,  Alexander  Alison  ;    Rutherglen,    Robert    Cullen ;    Sanquhar, 

George  Clerk. 

The  which  day  the  preses  acquainted  the  committee  that  in 
consequence  of  their  directions,  as  contained  in  the  minute  of  last 
sederunt,  a  copy  of  the  heads  of  the  bill  for  regulating  the  distribution 
of  a  bankrupt's  estate  among  his  creditors  &  report  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee thereanent  had  been  transmitted  to  the  member  for  the  city 
of  Glasgow,  and  in  consequence  thereof  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  Provost  Dunlop  mentioning  that  some  other  observations  had 
occurred  to  the  magistrates  and  others  of  that  place  in  regard  to  the 
bill,  and  which  they  proposed  to  have  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  annual  committee  &  to  have  sent  a  deputation  of  their  number 
for  that  purpose ;  but  as  by  that  time  the  forsaid  report  of  the  sub- 
committee had  been  delivered  in  to  the  lord  advocate  and  he  sett 
out  for  London,  on  that  account  he  had  thought  it  proper  to  advise 
Mr  Dunlop  rather  to  send  these  observations  directly  to  lord  advocate 
himself  so  as  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  considering  them 
along  with  the  others,  and  which  he  now  understood  the  magistrates 
of  Glasgow  had  agreed  to  do. 

The  same  day  the  preses  laid  before  the  committee  three  letters 
which  he  received  in  answer  to  these  wrote  in  consequence  of  their 
directions,  as  contained  in  the  minute  of  the  thirty-first  of  December 
last,  vizt.  : — one  from  Lord  Frederick  Campbell  expressing  his 
approbation  of  the  plan  now  proposed  in  favours  of  the  linen 
manufacture,  and  assuring  it  should  meet  with  his  earnest  and 
hearty  support  when  brought  into  parliament,  tho'  he  could  not 
pretend  to  judge  whither  an  application  to  that  purpose  would  be 
more  likely  to  succeed  now  or  in  another  session  ;  secondly,  one  from 
Sir   Gilbert    Elliot   assuring   of   his   best   support   in    favours   of  any 
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general  measure  for  the  improvement  of  that  manufacture  if  properly   Edinburgh. 

!  •  ,  ,  ,  r     i  i        8  February 

concerted    and    sent    up   with   a   reasonable   concurrence  or  those   who   1771. 


best  understood  these  matters,  but  that  in  regard  to  the  making  any 
application  at  this  time,  he  could  hardly  take  it  upon  him  to  offer 
any  advice  as  the  session  is  now  well  advanced,  the  publick  attention 
fixed  on  the  most  interesting  objects,  and  it  appeared  from  the 
memorials  &  report  that  the  manufacturers  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom  are  not  so  nearly  brought  to  agree  in  one  point  as 
possibly  a  little  more  intercourse  may  effect,  under  which  circum- 
stances the  committee  would  be  best  able  to  judge  whither  some 
advantage  might  not  acrue  from  delaying  their  application  for  some 
time  longer ;  lastly,  a  letter  from  Mr  Pultney  acquainting  that  he 
would  always  be  glad  to  contribute  his  assistance  towards  promoting 
the  success  of  the  linen  manufacture,  and  as  the  printed  memorials 
appeared  extremely  satisfactory  and  seemed  so  plainly  to  point  out 
the  propriety  or  rather  necessity  of  sending  up  proper  persons  to 
solicits  in  conjunction  with  the  English  and  Irish  the  important 
regulations  therein  mentioned,  he  therefore  could  not  help  expressing 
his  surprize  how  that  should  have  appeared  a  matter  of  doubt.  All 
which  having  been  read  and  considered  by  the  committee,  they  are 
entirely  of  the  same  sentiments  with  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  as  contained 
in  his  letter  abovementioned,  and  think  that  as  the  present  session 
of  parliament  is  now  so  far  advanced,  it  would  be  rather  improper 
to  proceed  in  that  affair,  do  therefore  referr  all  further  consideration 
thereof  to  the  next  annual  convention,  and  recommend  to  the  manu- 
facturers &  others  interested  to  have  all  matters  relative  thereto 
fully  prepared  for  their  deliberation. 

19  February   1771. 
John  Dalrymple,  Escp\,  preses ;  Edinburgh,  John  Wordie ;  Dysert,  Sederunt. 
James    Robertson     Barclay ;     Bruntisland,    Samuel    Charters ;     Inver- 
keithing,  John  Inglis ;  Banff,  Thomas  Riddoch  ;  Forres,  Lachlan  Grant ; 
Crail,  William  Chalmers ;  Inverbervie,  James  Smith. 
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Edinburgh.  The    which    day  in    consequence   of   a   letter   received   by    Messrs 

19  February  John  Coutts  &  Coinpy.  from  Mr  Robert  Fall,  one  of  the  magistrates 
of  Dunbar,  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  annual  committee 
a  memorial  pointing  out  the  disadvantages  that  at  present  attend 
the  curing  of  red  herrings  in  Scotland  ;  that  by  the  law  as  it  now 
stands,  particularly  the  act  of  the  5th  of  George  the  First,  entitled 
an  act  for  recovering  the  credit  of  the  British  ffishery  in  foreign 
parts  and  better  securing  the  duties  on  salt,  as  likewise  the  act  of 
the  <Sth  of  George  the  First,  entitled  an  act  for  taking  off  the  dutys 
upon  salt  used  in  the  curing  &  making  of  white  herrings  &  instead 
thereof  laying  a  proportional  duty  upon  all  white  herrings  consumed 
at  home  only,  white  herrings  can  be  cured  in  Scotland  for  home 
consumption  with  foreign  or  British  salt  free  of  all  duty,  and  in  place 
of  that  duty  to  pay  for  what  is  entered  for  home  consumption  in 
Scotland  one  shilling  p.  barrel,  and  for  herrings  brought  into  England 
&  there  entered  for  home  consumption,  three  shillings  &  four  pence 
p.  barrel,  with  liberty  to  carry  white  herrings  into  England  for 
exportation  under  cei'tain  restrictions  therein  mentioned  ;  that  though 
by  the  forsaid  laws  the  above  priviledges  are  granted  to  the 
curers  of  white  herrings,  yet  no  such  provision  is  made  for  the 
encouragement  of  curing  of  red  herrings  in  Scotland,  and  therefore, 
to  remedy  the  disadvantages  from  thence  arising  to  this  branch  of 
ti*ade,  that  application  should  be  made  in  order  to  have  a  clause 
inserted  in  the  bill  now  depending  in  parliament  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  herring  fishery  extending  the  above  acts  of  the  5th 
&  8th  of  George  the  First,  and  to  allow  the  curers  of  red  herrings 
in  Scotland  to  cure  them  for  home  consumption  with  British  or 
foreign  salt  duty  free,  and  in  place  of  the  duty  on  salt  to  pay 
sixpence  for  each  thousand  of  red  herrings  entered  for  home 
consumption  in  Scotland,  and  for  each  thousand  of  red  herrings  cured 
in  Scotland  &  brought  into  England  &  there  entered  for  home 
consumption,  the  same  duty  as  paid  in  England  of  twenty  pence 
for   each    thousand,    and    that   liberty   be   granted   to  send  them   into 
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England    for   exportation    in  the  same  manner  as  white  herrings,  and   Edinburgh. 
under   the  like   restrictions  as  mentioned  in   the  above  acts.       Which    177] 


being  considered  by  the  annual  committee,  and  they  being  informed 
that  the  abovementioned  bill  is  now  in  great  forwardness,  so  that 
the  smallest  delay  may  perhaps  hazard  the  obtaining  a  clause  to  be 
insert  therein  to  the  effect  forsaid,  do  therefore  appoint  their  preses 
to  write  by  this  night's  post  to  Lord  Fredrick  Campbell,  and  to 
enclose  a  copy  of  the  above  memorial,  requesting  not  only  his  lord- 
ship's countenance  and  aid  for  obtaining  what  is  therein  prayed  for, 
but  that  he  would  likewise  be  so  good  as  communicate  the  same  to 
the  other  representatives  for  the  boroughs,  to  whom  they  appoint 
the  preses  likewise  to  write  beging  their  favour  &  interest  to  support 
the  same  in  parliament. 

22  March   1771. 

John     Dalrymple,     Esqr.,    preeses ;      Edinbr.,     Alexander    Smith ;  Sederunt. 
Anstr.   Wester,   Philip  Anstruther ;    Dysert,  James  Robertson  Barclay; 
Sanquhar,  George  Clerk,  Esqr. ;    Crail,  William  Chalmers ;    Whithorn, 
John  M'Gowan. 

The  which  day  the  preses  laid  before  the  annual  committee  a 
letter  he  received  from  Messrs  Arthur  Connell  and  George  Broun,  in 
absence  of  Provost  Dunlop  of  Glasgow,  enclosing  an  extract  or  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Mr  Spotswood  at  London,  acquainting  that  a  schem 
was  in  agitation  for  lowering  the  dutys  on  East  India  white  goods, 
which  if  carried  into  execution  will  ruin  the  fine  linen  manufactures 
both  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  therefore  requesting  the  annual 
committee  would  take  the  necessary  steps  for  defeating  so  pernicious 
a  measure,  in  which  they  doubted  not  the  board  of  trustees  would 
heartily  join.  Which  being  considered  by  the  annual  committee, 
they  appoint  their  preeses  to  write  the  boroughs'  representatives  in 
parliament,  beging  their  assistance  to  prevent  such  an  alteration  taking 
place  untill  the  manufacturers  of  this  country  shall  be  fully  informed 
of  the  import  of  any  application  to  the  purport  abovementioned. 
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Edinburgh.  7   June   1771. 

7  June  1771. 

John  Palrymple,  Esqr.,  preeses  ;  Coupar,  Alexander  Cunningham ; 

Bruntisland,    George    Chalmers ;     Inverkeithing,    John    Inglis  ;     Anstr. 

Wester,  Philip  Anstruther ;  Banff,  Thomas  Riddoch  ;  Rothsay,  Duncan 

M'Millan. 

The  which  day  the  members  for  Bruntisland,  Dumfermling,  and 
Crail,  to  whom  it  was  remitted  by  minute  of  the  26th  of  November 
last  to  examine  &  consider  the  representations  given  in  by  Thomas 
Potts  &  the  other  commissioners  authorized  by  the  Court  of  Session 
for  managing  the  affairs  of  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  during  their  want 
of  magistrates,  with  respect  to  the  low  state  of  the  funds  of  that  town 
and  the  decayed  situation  thereof  owing  to  the  particular  grivances 
therein  enumerated,  reported  that  it  appeared  to  them  the  burgh  of 
Jedburgh  was  rather  in  a  worse  state  at  present  with  respect  to  its 
funds  than  it  was  in  the  year  1759,  when  the  convention  in  consider- 
ation of  their  decayed  state  granted  them  the  annual  aid  of  thirty 
pounds  sterling,  as  the  debts  due  by  the  burgh  have  encreased 
upwards  of  two  hundred  &  fifty  pounds  since  that  grant ;  and  they 
were  informed  by  Mr  Ainslie  that  the  above  thirty  pounds  has  been 
regulai'ly  applyed  towards  relief  of  the  heretors  and  inhabitants 
their  proportion  of  the  land  tax  chargeable  upon  the  burgh  of 
Jedburgh  accoi'ding  to  the  present  tax  roll.  Which  being  considered 
by  the  annual  committee,  they  approve  of  the  above  report,  and 
referr  the  further  consideration  thereof  to  the  next  annual  convention. 

The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  committee 
a  petition  for  James  Murray,  merchant  in  Campvere,  craving  to  be 
admitted  a  factor  at  the  staple  port  of  Campvei'e.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  committee,  and  they  being  sufficiently  informed 
of  and  satisfied  with  the  fittness  and  sufficiency  of  the  said  James 
Murray  for  discharging  that  office,  and  Alexander  M'Lardie,  stationer 
in    Edinburgh,    and    James    Hogg   and    William    Scott,    writers    there, 
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being  ottered  as  cautioners  for  the  said  James  Murray,  his  dutifull  Edinburgh. 
behaviour  in  the  said  office,  therefore  the  annual  committee  do 
approve  of  the  said  cautioners,  and  by  virtue  of  the  powers  granted 
to  them  by  the  last  general  convention  have  given  and  granted  and 
by  these  presents  give  and  grant  their  commission,  allowance,  and 
approbation  to  the  said  James  Murray  to  be  a  factor  at  the  staple 
port  of  Campvere  upon  the  conditions  and  provisions  aftermentioned, 
vizt.  :  That  the  said  office  shall  endure  during  the  commissioners  of 
the  royal  boroughs  their  good  will  and  pleasure  allennarly,  and  that 
the  said  James  Murray  shall  behave  himself  honestly  and  dutifully 
in  the  said  office,  and  shall  make  just  and  thankfull  compt,  reckoning, 
and  payment  of  whatsoever  goods,  gear,  and  sums  of  money  he  shall 
happen  to  intromitt  or  be  entrusted  with  pertaining  to  whatsomever 
person  or  persons  by  whom  he  shall  happen  to  be  imployed  as  a 
staple  factor,  or  that  he  shall  happen  to  intromitt  with  at  command 
and  direction  of  the  royal  boroughs  ;  that  he  shall  obey  all  and 
whatsomever  acts  and  statutes  made  or  to  be  made  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  boroughs  in  their  general  or  particular  conventions,  and 
that  he  shall  underly  all  such  offices  as  they  shall  please  to  burden 
him  with,  and  shall  discharge  a  true  duty  to  all  merchants,  and  shall 
not  refuse  to  accept  of  their  employment  how  mean  soever  the  same 
may  happen  to  be  whenever  he  shall  happen  to  be  required  to  that 
effect,  and  shall  make  good  and  be  lyable  for  all  goods,  debts, 
and  merchandize  which  he  shall  happen  to  intromitt  with  or  sell 
belonging  to  merchants,  his  constituents ;  that  he  shall  not  com- 
municate the  benetite  of  the  said  office  of  factory  to  any  person 
or  persons  who  are  not  admitted  a  factor  at  the  said  port,  by 
taking  them  into  co-partnery  with  himself,  without  the  consent  of 
the  royal  boroughs  ;  and  that  he  shall  be  obedient  to  the  discipline 
of  the  Scots  church  at  Campvere,  and  shall  make  no  rebates  of 
merchants'  bills  at  his  own  hand,  conform  to  the  acts  of  the  royal 
boroughs  discharging  the  same ;  and  lastly,  in  case  any  of  his 
cautioners  abovenamed  shall  either  dye  or  become  insufficient,  that 
2  A 
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Edinburgh,     he    shall    renew   his   caution  when  he  shall  be  required   thereto  ;   and 

they   appoint    him    to    appear    before    the    conservator    or    his    depute 

and  give  his  oath  de  Jideli  adviinistratione. 


General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh. 
9  July  1771. 
Sederunt. 


9  July  1771. 

Edinburgh,  James  Stodart  &  William  Armstrong,  comrs.,  William 
Ramsay  &  Thomas  Simpson,  assrs.  ;  Perth,  Alexander  Simson,  comr., 
Willm.  Alison,  assr. ;  Dundee,  Patrick  Maxwell,  comr.,  Willm.  Chalmers, 
assr. ;  Aberdeen,  George  Shand,  comr.,  James  Jopp,  assr. ;  Stirling, 
James  Alexander,  comr.,  James  Burd,  assr. ;  Linlithgow,  James  Andrew, 
comr.,  James  Taylor,  assr. ;  St  Andrews,  George  Forrest,  comr.,  Willm. 
Duncan,  assr. ;  Glasgow,  Collin  Dunlop,  comr.,  James  Buchanan,  assr. ; 
Air,  David  Ferguson,  comr.,  John  Hunter,  assr. ;  Haddingtoun,  James 
Lundie,  comr.,  James  Dudgeon,  assr. ;  Dysert,  Andrew  Reddie,  comr., 
Willm.  Cheap,  assr. ;  Kirkcaldy,  Andrew  Cowan,  comr.,  Thomas 
Dougall,  assr. ;  Montrose,  Alexr.  Christie,  comr.,  James  Low,  assr. ; 
Coupar,  John  Baxter,  comr.,  Alexr.  Cunningham,  assr. ;  Anstr.  Easter, 
Sir  John  Anstruther,  comr.,  Jas.  Johnston,  assr. ;  Bruntisland,  John 
Hoy,  comr.,  James  Stuart,  Esqr.,  assr.  ;  Inverkeithing,  Sebastian 
Swinton,  comr.,  William  Walker,  assr. ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Hamilton, 
comr.,  Alexr.  Alison,  assr. ;  Brechin,  John  Molison,  comr. ;  Irvine, 
Charles  Hamilton,  comr. ;  Kirkcudbright,  Alexr.  Gordon,  comr., 
the  Honble.  Alexr.  Gordon,  assr. ;  Wigtoun,  William  M'Culloch,  comr. ; 
Pittenweem,  James  Nairn,  comr.,  John  Fulton,  assr. ;  Dumfermling, 
Alexander  Hart,  comr.,  George  Goldie,  assr.  ;  Anstr.  Wester,  James 
Kyd    comr.,  Philip  Anstruther,  assr. ;    Selkirk,   James   Rodgar,   comr. ; 
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Dumbarton,  James  Colquhoun,  conn.,  Alexr.  Weir,  assr. ;  Renfrew,  Edinbubgh. 
James  Campbell,  comr.,  John  Modervell,  assr. ;  Dunbar,  Charles  Fall,  Sederunt 
comr.,  Robert  Fall,  assr.;  Lanerk,  John  Smith,  comr.,  Willm.  Wilson,  assr. ; 
Aberbrothoek,  Alexr.  Keith,  comr.,  John  Douglas,  assr. ;  Elgin,  Thomas 
Stephen,  comr.,  Mr  Cosmo  Gordon,  assr. ;  Peebles,  Francis  Russell, 
comr. ;  Crail,  George  Hall,  comr.,  Willm.  Chalmers,  assr. ;  Tain,  David 
Ross,  comr.,  Thomas  Manson,  assr. ;  Culross,  James  Johnston,  comr., 
Robert  Halkerston,  assr. ;  Banff,  James  Shand,  comr.,  Thos.  Riddoch, 
assr.  ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan,  comr.  ;  Forfar,  William  Ker,  comr.  ; 
Rothsay,  Duncan  M'Millan ;  Nairn,  Charles  Abercromby,  comr.,  George 
Chalmers,  assr. ;  Forres,  Duncan  Grant,  comr.,  Lachlan  Grant,  assr.  ; 
Rutherglen,  Allan  Scott,  comr.,  Gabriel  Gray,  assr.  ;  North  Berwick, 
Willm.  Swinton,  comr.,  Archd.  Lauder,  assr.  ;  Cullen,  James  Edmonston, 
comr. ;  Kilrenny,  Alexr.  Reid,  comr.,  Willm.  Alexander,  assr. ;  Annan, 
John  Johnston,  comr.,  James  Inglis,  assr. ;  Lochmaben,  William  Maxwell, 
comr.  ;  Sanquhar,  George  Clerk  Maxwell,  comr. ;  New  Galloway, 
Alexr.  Ferguson,  comr.,  Alexander  Wight,  assr.  ;  Dingwall,  Andrew 
Robertson,  comr.,  Alexr.  M'Kenzie,  assr. ;  Queensferry,  Archd.  Stewart, 
comr.,  James  Taylor,  assr. ;  lnverury,  James  Ferguson,  Esqr.,  comr.  ; 
Kirkwall,  Gilbert  Meason,  comr.  ;  Stranraer,  Mr  David  Dalrymple, 
comr.,  James  Watson,  assr.  ;    (eleven  burrows  blank). 

1.  The     which     day     the     convention     unanimously     elect     John  Preses 
Dalrymple,    Esquire,    lord    provost    of    Edinburgh,    to   be   their    preses  c  osen- 
during    the     sitting    of    the    convention,    who    accepted    of    the    office, 
gave    his   oath    de  Jideli,    and   qualified   to   his   Majesty   King  George 
the    Third    by   taking    the    oaths    of    allegeance    and    abjuration,    and 
signing  the  same  with  the  assurance. 

[2.  2d  article  of  the  missive  read.      3.  Committee  to  revise  com- 
missions.    4.  Commissions  approven.     5.  Act,   1749,  read.] 

6.  The    same    day    a    motion    was    made    in    the    convention    for  Committee 
appointing  a    small    committee   to  meet    with    the    commissioners    and   t|)e  board" of 
trustees    for    fisherys  and    manufactures    in    Scotland   to   know    their  trustees. 
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Edinburgh,      final    resolution   in   regard  to   the   reimbursing   the    royal    boroughs    as 
9  July  177] 

Committee"'"    ^°  ^ne  »Teat   expence  incurred  in  obtaining  the  act  of  parliament  for 

to  wait  on        encouraging    the     culture     of    flax,    and    for    defraying    in     part    the 
tlie  board  of  n     ^  .  J      &  v 

trustees.  expence  of    the   act  for   prolonging  the  bounty  on  the  exportation  of 

British  &  Irish  linen  for  a  further  term  of  years.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  appoint  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh, 
Perth,  Aberdeen,  &  Glasgow,  with  the  agent,  to  meet  this  afternoon 
with  the  trustees  for  the  above  purpose,  and  to  report  to  the  con- 
vention to-morrow. 

Mr  John  7.  The  same  day  the  preses  represented  that  the  office  of  conjunct 

chosen  general  clerk  to  the  boroughs  was  vacant  by  the  decease  of  Mr  George 

conjunct  Lindsay,   and   as   the   boroughs   had  uswally  been   in    use  to  elect  the 

city  clerks  of  Edinburgh  into  the  office  of  conjunct  general  clerk 
to  the  boroughs,  he  hoped  on  this  occasion  the  convention  would 
not  depart  from  their  uswall  custom,  and  recommended  to  them 
Mr  John  Dundas.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  and 
being  well  assured  of  the  abilitys  and  good  qualifications  of  the 
said  Mr  John  Dundas,  clerk  to  the  signet  and  conjunct  principal 
clerk  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  for  discharging  the  office  of  general 
clerk  to  the  boroughs  in  conjunction  with  Mr  Joseph  Williamson, 
advocate  therefore  the  convention  did  and  hereby  do  unanimously 
elect,  nominate,  and  appoint  the  said  Mr  John  Dundas  to  be  conjunct 
general  clerk  to  the  convention  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland, 
and  did  and  hereby  do  grant  to  him  the  fees,  sallary,  &  emoluments 
belonging  to  the  said  office,  with  power  to  him  to  exercise  the  same 
as  fully  and  freely  in  every  respect  as  any  of  his  predecessors  in 
the  said  office  could  or  might  have  done,  or  which  to  the  office  of 
general  clerk  to  the  royal  boroughs  is  by  law  known  to  appertain  ; 
whereupon  compeared  the  said  Mr  John  Dundas,  accepted  of  the 
said  office,  gave  his  oath  de  jideli  administratione,  and  qualified 
himself  by  taking  the  oaths  of  allegeance  and  abjuration,  and  signing 
the   same  with  the  assurance  to  his  Majesty  King  George  the   Third. 
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8.  The    same    day    George    Innes,    deputy    receiver    genera],   gave  Edinburgh. 

*     t  n  +         a     u     *i  •  7  •  gJ»iy  i77i. 

in    an    accompt    or    the    payments    made    by    the    receiver    general    in  Receiv — 


regard  to   ftsherys  and    manufactures   in    consequence   of  the    trustees'  generals 

>-,  t  report 

orders  from  the  25th  December  1769  to  the  25th  December  1770,  presented. 
which  was  ordered  to  ly  upon  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the 
members  ;  but  it  was  observed  that  the  secretary  to  the  commissioners 
and  trustees  for  fisherys  and  manufactures  in  Scotland  had  not  as 
uswall  lodged  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by  the  said  commissioners 
to  his  Majesty  at  Christmas  last. 

[9.  Agent's  accots.  &  list  of  arrears  presented  and  remitt  to  a 
committee.  10.  Proceedings  of  the  annual  committee  approven.  11. 
Act,  1757,  read. J 

12.  The   same  day  there  was  produced  a  report  of  certain   com-   Report  as  to 
inissioners   from  the  burghs  of  Dumfries,   Stranraer,  &    Whithorn,    to  deifyecUill 
whom  the  petition  of  the  burgh  of  Wigtoun  relative  to  the   repairing  a  Plan  & 

•  i  .,  P  ii-i        estimate  be 

and  puting  in  order  a  proper  place  tor  the  landing  ot  vessells  in  the  given. 
Bay  of  Wigtoun  was  remitted,  giving  it  as  their  opinion  that  the 
place  pointed  out  by  the  petitioners  to  the  convention  last  year 
appeared  to  them  the  most  proper  and  convenient ;  with  a  note 
subjoined  by  the  petitioners,  bearing  that  it  would  exceed  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  pounds  mentioned  to  the  last  convention  for  puting 
the  same  in  order.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  and 
that  there  is  neither  a  plan  nor  estimate  produced,  they  supercede 
giving  any  opinion,  but  allow  the  petitioners  to  lodge  a  plan  and 
estimate  with  the  annual  committee  of  this  convention,  and  recom- 
mend to  them  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  next  annual  convention. 

[13.  Agent  to  pay  sallarys  and  gratuitys.] 

14.  The  same  day  the  preeses  laid  before  the  convention  a  letter  Mr  Chalmers' 

1  f*  X  t  P  T*      i V  f  f* 

from    George    Chalmers,    merchant    in    Edinburgh    &    member    of    the  anent  linen 

late  convention,  of  date  the  seventeenth  of  June  last,  signifying  that   manufacture 

.  ,       °  ordered  to  ly 

he   could  not  be  in  this  country  at  the  time  of  the  convention,  when   on  the  table. 
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Edinburgh,     some  resolution  might  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  linen  manufactures, 
Mr  Chalmers'  ant^  therefore  desiring  the  same   might  be  laid  before  the  convention, 

letter,  &ce.,      an(J  which  letter  bears  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  chief  reason  why  the 

anent  linen  ' 

manufacture    linen    manufacture    was    not    so    much    considered    or    encouraged    by 

on  theCtabley  parliament  was  that  Scotland  and  Ireland  seemed  chiefly  interested 
in  that  question  &  England  but  little  concerned,  but  if  the  matter 
was  rightly  considered,  from  what  he  had  learned  by  conversing  with 
persons  concerned  in  that  manufacture  in  England,  after  laying 
before  them  how  much  they  were  interested,  he  had  reason  to  believe 
England  might  take  the  lead  in  any  future  application  to  parliament 
in  favour  of  the  linen  trade  ;  that  a  memorial  on  that  subject,  of  which 
he  had  enclosed  a  copy,  was  last  spring  laid  before  the  lords  of  the 
treasury  from  the  linen  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain  &  Ireland, 
and  he  also  ti-ansmitted  a  printed  paper,  entitled  Thoughts  on  the 
Linen  Manufacture  in  Great  Britain,  humbly  offered  to  the  legislature, 
which  he  had  drawn  out  with  a  view  to  excite  the  English  to  join 
and  even  take  the  lead  in  this  affair.  Which  letter  being  read  in 
the  convention,  they  order  the  same  together  with  the  above- 
mentioned  memorial  &  Thoughts  to  ly  upon  the  table  for  the  perusal 
of  the  members. 

[15.  Missive  remitt.] 

Edinbr.,  10  July  1771. 

[16.  Commissions  approven.  17.  Report  on  the  agent's  accot. 
of  unfree  trade  approven.  18.  Report  on  the  agent's  accot.  of 
missive  dues  approven.     Horning  agt.  deficients.] 

Report  anent  19.  The   same    day  the   committee   to   whom   the   annual   missive 

lt'mrovenVe&     was    remitted,    reported    that    they    having    heard    read    &    considered 
remitt  anent    the  same  article  by  article  are  of  opinion  that  the  convention   should 

unfree  .  .  .    „  .  . 

traders  in         enquire    at    the    different    members    what    information    they    can    give 

Ffalkir  ,    ce.   Q£  unfree  traders  in  their  several  nighbourhoods,  as  recommended  by 
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the   sixtli   article  ;    that   the   recommendation  in   the   thirteenth  article   Edinburgh. 

should  be  again  renewed  anent  chasing  only  lay  elders  to  the  general   Reporj  anent 

assembly  I    that    the    sixteenth   article   should    be    left    out    altogether,  the  missive 
"  approven,  & 

as    the     Edinburgh     society    for     improving    arts    and     manufactures  remitt  anent 

thereinmentioned  does  not  now  exist ;  and  as  to   the  last  article,  the  tra(jers  jn 

convention     will     themselves    judge    whither    the    tax    roll    should    be  Ffalkirk,  &ce. 

altered    or    not.        Which    being    considered    by    the    convention,    they 

approve    of    the     said     report,     renew    their    recommendation    in    the 

13th     article    that    the    boroughs    should    choose    only    lay    elders    to 

represent    them    in    the    general    assembly,    appoint    the    16th    article 

to  be  struck  out  of  the  next  annual  missive,  and  defer  till  to-morrow 

giving  judgement  whither  the  tax  roll  should  be  altered  or  not ;   and 

recommend   to  the    agent   to  enquire  how   far  the  burghs  of   Falkirk, 

Carron,    and    Paisly    are    willing    to   accept    of    the   communication    of 

trade,    and   report   their    answer    to    the    next    annual  committee,    and 

recommend  to    them   to    report  to   the    next    convention  their  opinion 

as    to    what    measures    should    be    taken    with    these    burghs    in    case 

they    decline    accepting    of    the  communication  of  trade,  and  if  they 

are   willing,   the   convention   impower   the   annual  committee  with  the 

agent  to  settle  the  terms  of  their  acceptance  of  the  same. 

20.  The  same  day  the  agent  reported  that  the  committee  and  he  Report  by 

did  yesterday  afternoon    wait   upon   the   board   of   trustees,    and  after  ^1^™' 

conversing  with  them  on  the  subject  recommended  to  him,  the  board,  appointed  to 

••  ,  ,  '    wait  on  the 

before  determining  themselves   in    that  matter,    desired  that   in  terms  trustees. 

of  a  minute  to  be  made  out  by  their  secretary  they  should  be 
informed  fully  with  regard  to  each  particular  of  the  expence  laid  out 
by  the  boroughs  concerning  the  obtaining  these  laws,  and  of  the 
necessity  of  sending  commissioners  and  the  propriety  of  their  con- 
duct in  that  matter,  so  far  as  it  appeared  to  the  convention  of 
boroughs  or  their  committee,  or  were  informed  of  by  their  friends 
at  London,  all  which  the  agent  assured  the  board  should  be  done  so 
soon   as   their  minute   thereanent   should   be   given  into  him   by   their 
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trustees. 


Remitt  to 
the  annual 
committee 
anent  the 
passage  of 
Queensferry. 


Edinburgh,  secretary.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  inipower 
Re  "r^b/ — -  the  next  annual  committee  and  their  agent  to  furnish  the  board  of 
the  com-  trustees     with      the      information     wanted,      and     to     use    their    best 

appointed  to  endeavours  to  recover  from  the  trustees  the  expence  laid  out  by  the 
rrna'Z  boroughs  on  the  flax  bill,  and  relief  in  part  as  to  what  was  expended 

on  the  linen  bill. 

21.  The  same  day  the  agent  moved  that  the  24th  act  of  the  last 
convention,  i-elative  to  the  landing  places  at  the  Queensferry,  might 
be  read  ;  and  which  being  read  accordingly,  the  convention  authorize 
the  next  annual  committee  to  grant  warrant  to  the  agent  to  make 
payment  of  such  sum  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  be  applyed  for  the  improvement  of  the 
landing  places  or  shiping  of  the  North  &  South  Queensferrys,  and 
recommend  to  the  committee  to  apply  to  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
annexed  forfited  estates  to  procure  their  assistance  for  carrying  on 
a  work  of  such  general  use  to  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
which  must  prove  of  singular  advantage  to  the  annexed  estates  and 
interest  of  the  crown. 

22.  The  same  day  the  assessor  for  Kilrenny  moved  that  the 
30th  act  of  the  last  convention  about  the  coaliers  should  be  read, 
and  as  being  a  matter  of  police  and  of  importance  to  the  publick, 
he  hoped  the  convention  would  name  a  new  committee  with  the 
same  powers  that  were  granted  last  year,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
interposition  of  the  legislature ;  and  the  above  article  being  read 
accordingly,  the  convention  appoint  the  commissioner  for  Glasgow 
and  his  assessor,  the  commissioners  for  Kirkwall  and  Stranraer,  the 
assessors  for  Kilrenny,  Bruntisland,  New  Galloway,  &  Elgin,  any 
three  to  be  a  quorum,  the  assessor  for  Kilrenny  being  conveener,  to 
take  such  measures  as  they  shall  judge  proper  to  come  at  the 
sentiments  of  the  principal  coalmasters  in  Scotland,  and  prepare  such 
other  materials  on  that  subject  as  they  shall  judge  fitt  for  the 
consideration  of  the  annual  committee,  to  whom  the  convention  remitt 


The  affair 
of  coaliers 
remitt  to 
the  annual 
committee, 
&ce. 
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the  petition  for  the  coaliers,  with   power  to  receive  such   evidence  as   Edinbdbgh. 

shall    be    laid    before    them    of    the    opinion    of    the    coalmasters    and  fhe  affair — 

others    interested    in   this    matter,   and    to   consider   the   expediency   of  of  coahers 

•  i-  ■         remitt  to 

any  bill  relative  thereto  proposed  to  be  brought  into  parliament,  with  the  annual 

power  to  the  annual  committee,  upon  being  satisfied  of  the  propriety  &°mmi    ee' 

of    the    measure    and    of    the    concurrence    of    the    majority    of    these 

interested,  to   concur   in    the   application  to   parliament,  and   grant   an 

aid  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds  sterling. 

23.  The  same  day  there  was  read  a  petition  from  the  magistrates  Petition  for 
and  town  council  of  the  burgh  of  Elgin,  setting  furth  the  great  t,0  nighbour- 
ad vantages  it  would  be  to  trade  and  for  the  safety  of  shiping  that  mg  boroughs, 
the  harbour  which  had  been  begun  some  years  ago  in  the  nighbour- 
hood  of  that  town  should  be  compleated  ;  that  they  had  expended 
great  sums  upon  it  already,  but  a  greater  expence  was  still  necessary 
than  their  common  good  could  bear,  and  the  private  inhabitants  for 
want  of  trade  &  business  for  many  years  past  were  disabled  from 
giving  the  necessary  assistance  that  might  otherways  be  expected, 
tho'  they  were  willing  to  give  two  hundred  pounds  sterling,  and 
have  hitherto  contributed  according  to  their  several  abilitys,  but 
found  it  impracticable  to  attempt  it  without  further  assistance,  and 
hoped  upon  enquirie  the  convention  would  be  satisfied  that  the 
intended  improvement  of  the  harbour  merits  their  serious  attention 
&  encouragement.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
remitt  to  the  boroughs  of  Forres,  Banff,  and  Cullen  to  enquire  into 
the  state  of  the  harbour  and  necessary  repairs,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  upon  the  whole  to  the  next  convention,  and  appoint  the 
burgh  of  Elgin  to  lay  a  plan  and  estimate  before  these  boroughs  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  form  their  opinion,  and  report  to  the  next 
convention. 

[24.  Agent  to  pay  Jedburgh  £30  ster.      25.   Petition  for  the  table 
linen  dealers  remit  to  the  annual  committee.] 
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Edinburgh. 
11  July  1771. 


Agent  to  pay 
Messrs  Cheap 
&  Biggar 
£100. 


Annual  com- 
mittee to 
attend  to 
any  bill 
concerning 
the  linen. 


Edinbr.,  11  July  1771. 

[26.  Commissions  approven.  27.  Annual  committee  appointed. 
28.  Missive  &  tax  roll  continued.] 

29.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  from  Perth  represented  that 
Messrs  William  Cheap  and  Walter  Biggar,  manufacturers  in  Edinburgh, 
had  been  commissioned  and  impowered  by  the  annual  committee  to 
make  a  circuit  through  the  manufacturing  towns  in  England,  and  to 
use  their  best  endeavours  to  prevail  with  them  to  concur  with  the 
boroughs  in  the  intended  application  to  parliament  for  obtaining  the 
different  additional  encouragements  to  the  British  and  Irish  linen 
manufactures,  as  directed  by  the  last  convention,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee had  recommended  to  this  convention  to  reimburse  these 
commissioners  of  the  actual  expence  they  should  lay  out,  provided  the 
same  did  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  ;  that 
these  gentlemen  had  accordingly  executed  that  commission  with 
great  care  &  fidelity,  and  expended  above  one  hundred  pounds  sterling 
in  that  business,  and  as  they  made  no  demand  for  their  own  trouble 
nor  any  larger  sum  for  expences  than  the  above  one  hundred  pounds, 
it  was  reasonable  that  sum  should  be  paid  them.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  not  only  recommend  to  the  preeses 
to  return  the  thanks  of  the  convention  to  Messrs  Cheap  and  Biggar 
for  their  good  services  in  the  above  negotiation,  but  also  authorize 
and  appoint  their  agent  to  pay  to  these  gentlemen  the  above  sum 
of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  and  to  charge  the  same  on  the  next 
year's  missive. 

[29.*  Agent  to  pay  John  Forbes  £5.] 

30.  The  same  day  the  convention  recommend  to  the  agent  to 
write  to  their  sollicitor  at  law  in  London  to  take  notice  if  any  bill 
from  England  or  Ireland  is  brought  into  parliament  during  the  next 
session  relative  to  the  linen  manufacture,  or  to  any  thing  else  in 
which  the  interest  of  the  boroughs  may  be  concerned,  and  to  acquaint 

*  Apparently  a  clerical  error — should  be  30. 
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the  preses  of  the  annual  committee  from  time  to  time  when  any  .such  Edikbubgh. 
bills   are   moved  ;    and   authorize    the    annual   committee   to  give   such  — ■ — — 
instructions    to   their   solicitor   as   they   shall    think    proper   concerning 
the  opposing  or  concurring  in  the  passing  of  these  bills. 

31.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  convention,  Convention 
and    appoint    the    next    general    convention    to    meet    and    be   held   at 
the     burgh     of     Edinburgh     upon    the    second    Twesday    of    July    one 
thousand   seven    hundred    and    seventy-two    years,    and    appoint    their 
clerks  to  direct  missives  accordingly.     [Follows  signatures.] 


dissolved. 


Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 

12     J«!y     mi-  ED.M.UKOH. 

12  July  1771. 
Edinburgh,  James  Stoddart ;    Perth,  Alexander  Simson  ;    Dundee,  Sederunt. 

Patrick  Maxwell ;  Glasgow,  James  Buchanan,  Esqr. ;  Kirkcaldy- 
Andrew  Cowan ;  Peebles,  Francis  Russell ;  Rothsay,  Duncan  M'Millan ; 
Banff',  Thomas  Riddoch. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  having  mett,  in  terms  of 
the  convention's  appointment,  and  chosen  Mr  James  Stoddart,  member 
for  Edinburgh,  to  be  preses  of  this  meeting,  and  having  heard  read 
the  several  remitts  made  to  them,  and  particularly  the  22d  act  of 
the  said  convention,  whereby  they  are  impowered  to  receive  evidence 
of  the  general  opinion  of  the  coal  masters  in  Scotland  with  respect 
to  the  proposed  application  to  parliament  in  behalf  of  the  coaliers, 
the  annual  committee  recommend  to  the  sub-committee  mentioned 
in  the  forsaid  act  to  collect  these  opinions  as  soon  as  they  can,  and 
likewise  to  enquire  how  far  the  state  of  those  employed  in  the 
making  of  salt  merits  to  be  considered. 
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Edinburgh.  The   same    day    the    member    for    Glasgow    represented    that    the 

'-  present  pi'ice  of  all  sorts  of  grain  in  the  west  country,  and  in  most 
other  countys  in  Scotland,  was  rather  higher  than  the  rates  fixed 
by  law  for  the  opening  the  ports  for  importation,  and  therefore 
moved  that  the  agent  should  be  appointed  to  apply  to  the  Court 
of  Session  for  a  licence  to  import  victual  from  Ireland  and  other  parts 
beyond  seas  into  Scotland,  in  manner  provided  by  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment. Which  being  considered  by  the  annual  committee,  they  approve 
of  the  said  motion,  and  appoint  their  agent  to  apply  to  the  Lords  of 
Session  without  loss  of  time  to  the  purpose  abovementioned. 


29  November  1771. 

Sederunt,  Edinr.,  William  Armstrong ;  Bruntisland,  James  Stuart ;  Rothsay, 

Duncan  M'Millan  ;  Nairn,  George  Chalmers ;  Crail,  William  Chalmers ; 
New  Galloway,  Mr  Alexander  Wight. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  unanimously  elect  John 
Dalrymple,  Esqr.,  present  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to 
be  their  preses. 

The  same  day  John  Blair,  the  agent's  assistant,  represented  that 
there  was  lately  transmitted  to  him  by  the  secretary  to  the  trustees 
for  fisherys  and  manufactures,  a  copy  of  the  minute  of  that  board 
of  the  7th  of  August  last,  in  relation  to  the  boroughs'  application 
for  reimbursement  of  the  expence  incurred  through  obtaining  the 
late  acts  of  parliament  establishing  and  appropriating  the  fund 
granted  towards  encouraging  the  culture  of  flax  and  continuing 
the  bounty  on  exportation  of  British  and  Irish  linens,  bearing  that 
it  was  the  board's  desire  the  agent  for  the  boroughs  should  lodge 
with  their  secretary  copies  of  the  particular  accompts  and  vouchers 
relative  to  that  expence,  and  as  at  the  same  time  it  was  notified 
the    board   were  to    meet  the  day  following,   when    they    would    have 
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under  their  deliberation  the  mode  of  applying  the  flax  ft'nnd,  on  that  Edinburgh. 

account,  &  in  order  that  the  boroughs'  claim  might  come  under  their    1771. 

consideration     likewise,    he    therefore    thought    it    his    duty    to    lodge 

with    their    secretary    an    accompt,    distinguishing    each    particular    of 

the   forsaid   expence   as   well   as   when   and   to   whom    paid,   certifying 

likewise    that    discharges    for    each    of    these    articles    were    seal'd    up 

along   with   the   other   vouchers   of   payment   made  on  account  of  the 

royal    boroughs ;    that    he    having    afterwards    called    at    the    trustees' 

office  in  order  to  learn  the  board's  resolution  in  regard  to  the  above, 

he  was  then  directed  by  their  secretary  to  waite  on  the  lord  advocate 

to    whom    the    trustees    had    remitted   that   matter,   and  which  having 

done,    his    lordship,    in    order   to   be   satisfied   as   to   the   particulars   of 

that    accompt,    insisted     to    see     the     whole     vouchers     of     payment 

condescended   on,   but   which   could    not   be   complyed  with    unless  the 

committee    would    agree    to    open    up    the    different    bundles    wherein 

these     vouchers    are    seal'd     up.         Which    being    considered    by    the 

committee,    and    the    bundles    containing    the    vouchers    of    payment 

made  by  the  agent  for  the  following  years  being  produced,  the  seals 

were    opened,     and    in    their    presence    the    following    vouchei-s    were 

taken   out  by  the  preeses  and   delivered  over  to  the  said  John  Blair 

to  be  by  him  shown  to  the  lord  advocate,  vizt.,     . 


13  February  1772. 

Sederunt. 

The  same  day  John  Fordyce,  Esqr.,  and  Mr  Robert  Fall,  one  of 
the  present  magistrates  of  Dunbar,  repi-esented  that  the  great  post 
road  from  London  to  Edinburgh  is  now  all  made  &  supported  by 
tolls  excepting  about  sixteen  miles  thereof,  vizt.,  from  the 
boundarys  of  the  corporation  of  Berwick  to  Dunglas  Bridge  in  the 
county  of  East  Lothian,  in  the  course  of  which  the  track  of  the 
present    road  is  over   very  steep  hills,  particularly  in  that  part   of    it 
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Edinburgh,     which    is    called    the    Pass    of  the   Peas :  that  as    this  road    cannot  be 
1 3  February  .   .  ...  .   . 

1772.  made  by  tolls  arising  troni  turnpikes,  even  with  the   addition    of   the 

statute  work,    by   reason   of  the   countrys    being   very  thinly    peopled 

in    that  quarter,    it    had    therefore    been    resolved    by    the   committees 

of    the  countys    of    Northumberland,    Durham,    Berwick,   &    Hadding- 

toun,  the  touns  of  Berwick,  Haddingtoun,  Dunbar,  &  North  Berwick, 

to    apply    to   the    lords    commissioners    of    his    Majesty's    treasury    to 

have  this  road  made  at  the  publick  expence,  and  which,  according  to 

a    plan   &:   estimate   thereof,  would  cost  about  £4000  ster. ;    that   tho' 

it    was    by    no    means    meant    the   royal   boroughs    should    be   put    to 

any    expence    in    the  prosecution    of    this  matter,  yet   as   the    making 

of  this  road   would    evidently  prove    of    advantage  to  the    commercial 

interest  of  this  country,  it  was  therefore  hoped  the  annual  committee 

would  readily  give  their  countenance  towards  supporting  the  intended 

application    in   such   manner   as    should    appear  most   proper   to    them. 

Which    being    considered    by    the    committee,   together   with   the    plan 

and  estimate   above  referred  to,  they   authorize  their   preeses  in  their 

name  to   write  the  boroughs'   representatives  in  parliament  requesting 

their  countenance  and  aid  towards  obtaining  the  above  desirable  end  ; 

as  likewise  to  write  Mr  Ross,  the  boroughs'  agent  in  London,  directing 

him  in  name  of  the  royal  boroughs  to  grant  his  concurrence  to  these 

petitioners    in     their    proposed     application,    and    to    corresponde    with 

Mr  Fordyce  or  Mr  Fall  thereanent. 

The  same  day  the  preses  laid  before  the  committee  a  letter  from 

the   magistrates  of  Campvere,   complaining   of   some   violations   of   the 

contract  now   subsisting  between   the   royal   boroughs  and   them,   and 

to    which    attention    has    not    been    paid    by   some   of   the   inhabitants 

of  boroughs  in  Scotland,  as  notice  had  been  received  of  their  sending 

ships  with  staple  cargo's  to  other  ports  in  the  United  Provinces,  and 

in    particular    to   Rotterdam,  contrary   to    the    express    stipulations   in 

that    contract,    which    limitts    the    importation    of    Scots    staple    goods 

solely   to   the   port   of   Campvere,   and   therefore   requesting   the    royal 

boroughs    would    take    such    measures    as    to    prevent    all    causes    of 
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complaint  for  the  future,   and   for   bringing   the   transgressors   thereof  Edinburgh. 
■  i  .1  i-  u.  ■     4.    1   *  13  February 

to   due   punishment;  at  tlie   same   time   the  preses  communicated  two   1772. 


letters  he  received  from  Mr  Crawfurd,  the  conservator,  mentioning 
that  they  had  likewise  transmitted  to  him  a  copy  of  these  their 
complaints.  Which  being  read  in  presence  of  the  committee,  they 
referr  the  consideration  of  this  matter  to  the  next  convention,  and 
in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  judge  fully  in  regard  thereto, 
the  committee  appoint  their  preses  in  the  meantime  to  write  the 
magistrates  of  Perth,  Aberdeen,  Montrose,  &  other  boroughs  concerned 
in  the  staple  trade,  acquainting  them  of  the  above  complaint,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  desire  they  would  make  particular  enquirie 
whither  any  of  the  shipmasters  or  others  belonging  to  their  ports 
have  been  concerned  in  the  above  trespasses,  so  as  their  commissioners 
to  the  next  convention  may  be  then  able  to  satisfy  the  boroughs  in 
regard  to  that  particular ;  and  further,  they  appoint  their  preses  to 
write  the  magistrates  of  Campvere  &  Mr  Crawfurd,  and  to  acquaint 
them  that  measures  are  taking  in  order  to  discover  the  persons 
concerned  in  the  forsaid  infractions  of  the  staple  contract. 

The  same  day  Mr  Chalmers,  assessor  for  Nairn,  moved  that  as 
the  regulations  obtained  at  great  trouble  &  expence  by  the  conven- 
tion, anno  1760,  in  regard  to  the  course  of  the  inland  posts,  has 
fallen  into  great  disorder,  he  therefore  proposed  that  it  should  be 
recommended  to  the  preses  to  assist  the  merchants  of  Edinburgh  in 
geting  the  above  regulations  restored  to  their  original  state.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  committee,  they  recommend  to  their  preses  to 
concurr  in  such  application  how  soon  as  it  shall  be  judged  proper  to 
apply  for  that  purpose. 

24  June  1772. 

John     Dalrymple,     Esqr.,     preeses ;     Bruntisland,     James    Stuart :   Sederunt. 
Dumfermline,     Alexander      Hart ;      Banti',     Thomas     Riddoch ;     Crail, 
William  Chalmers;  Stranraer,  Mr  David  Dalrymple. 
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Edinburgh.  The   which   day   there    was   laid  before  the  annual  committee   an 

:  extract  or  excerpt  from  the  minutes  of  the  honble.  trustees  for 
improvement  of  fisherys  and  manufactures  in  Scotland,  dated  the 
fourth  of  December  last,  signed  by  David  Flint,  their  secretary, 
and  transmitted  by  him  to  the  agent's  assistant  since  the  meeting 
of  last  sederunt,  importing  that  upon  report  of  lord  advocate,  the 
board  had  resolved  to  apply  to  his  Majesty  for  leave  to  indemnify 
the  boroughs  of  one  thousand  and  ninety-eight  pounds  seven  shillings 
&  two  pence  halfpenny  ster.,  as  the  expence  laid  out  by  them  in 
preparing  matters  and  applying  for  the  act  of  parliament  directing 
the  particular  application  and  management  of  that  part  of  the  flax 
fund  appropriated  for  Scotland. 

The  same  day  the  annual  committee  having  taken  into  their 
consideration  the  twenty-first  act  of  the  last  convention,  whereby  they 
are  specially  impowered  to  grant  warrant  to  the  agent  to  make 
payment  of  such  a  sum  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  be  applyed  for  the  improvement  of 
the  landing  places  or  shipping  of  the  North  and  South  Queensferry, 
and  an  extract  of  a  minute  of  the  judges  of  the  admirality  of  Dunferm- 
line, of  date  the  eight  day  last,  relative  thereto  being  likewise  produced, 
certifying  their  opinion  that  that  part  of  the  shippings  marked  in  the 
plan  formerly  given  in,  vizt.,  from  B  to  C,  is  the  most  proper  and 
necessary  part  to  be  first  made,  as  it  will  give  at  least  an  hour  sooner 
passage  than  the  places  already  made,  and  in  neep  tydes  the  boats 
can  ly  for  the  most  part  afloat  at  low  water,  besides  from  its  situation 
in  south  west  winds  it  will  be  a  sort  of  key  to  the  passage,  and  that 
to  execute  this  work  in  the  opinion  of  the  engineer  it  will  cost  at 
least  one  hundred  &  sixty  pounds  sterling.  All  which  having  been 
read  and  considered  by  the  annual  committee,  together  with  the  plan 
above  referred  to,  they  in  order  to  forward  this  usefull  improvement 
do  hereby  impower  &  grant  warrand  to  their  agent  to  pay  to  such 
person  as  shall  be  properly  authorized  by  the  forsaid  judges  of  the 
admirality   of   Dunfermline   to   receive   the   same,   the    forsaid    sum    of 
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one    hundred    pounds   sterling   in   order   to   be   applyed   for   the   above   Edinburgh. 
usefull   work,   and   to  charge  the  same  to   the   royal    boroughs   in   his   - 
next  accoinpts,  for  doing  whereof  this  with    a   proper   discharge   shall 
be  his  warrant. 


General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 

14  July  1772. 

J  Edinburgh. 

14  July  177?. 
Edinburgh,    James    Stoddart    &    Orlando    Hart,     comrs.,     Charles  Sederunt. 

Wright  &  Thomas  Cleland,  assrs.  ;  Perth,  Alexr.  Simson,   comr.,  Thos. 

Sandeman,    assr. ;    Dundee,    Patrick    Maxwell,    comr.,  Richard  Nielson, 

assr. ;  Aberdeen,    George    Shand,  comr.,   Willm.  Young,   assr.  ;  Stirling, 

Henry    Jaffray,     comr.,    Robert    Alexander,    assr. ;     Linlithgow,    Alexr. 

Kennewie,  comr.,  James  Taylor,  assr. ;   St  Andrews,  Dr  George  Forrest, 

comr.,  Robert  Key,  assr. ;   Glasgow,   Collin  Dunlop,  Esqr.,  comr.,   John 

Campbell,    assr. ;    Air,    James  Ferguson,    comr.,    John    Hunter,   assr. ; 

Haddingtoun,    James    Dudgeon,    comr.,  Robert    Burton,    assr. ;   Dysert, 

Andrew    Reddie,     comr.,    James     Reddie,    assr. ;     Kirkcaldie,    George 

Drysdale,  comr.,  Thos.    Mackie,  assr. ;  Montrose,    James    Bisset,    comr., 

George   Paton,  assr.  ;  Coupar,  John  Baxter,  comr.,  Alexr.  Cunningham, 

assr. ;  Anstr.  Easter,  Andrew  Johnston,  comr.,   Charles  Mitchell,  assr. ; 

Dumfries,    John     Dickson,    comr.,    Ebenezer    Wilson,    assr.;    Inverness, 

Phineas     MTntosh,    comr.,    John     Fraser,     assr.  ;     Bruntisland,    Willm. 

George    Fairfax,    comr.,    Jas.    Stuart,    assr. ;    Inverkiething,    Sebastian 

Swinton,  comr.,   Willm.    Walker,    assr.  ;     Kinghorn,    Robert    Hamilton, 

comr.,    Alexr.    Alison,    assr.  ;     Brechin,    John    Mollison,    comr.,    Walter 

Biggar,  assr. ;  Irvine,  Charles   Hamilton,  comr. ;  Kirkcudbright,   Alexr. 

Gordon,  comr.,   the    Honble.  Alexr.    Gordon,    assr.  ;    Wigtoun,    William 

2  B 
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Edinburgh.  Campbell,  comr. ;  Pittenweem,  James  Nairn,  comr.,  John  Chisholm, 
Sederunt — ~  ass1*- >  Dumfermling,  Alexr.  Hart,  comr.,  George  Goldie,  assr. ; 
Anstr.  Wester,  Jas.  Kyd,  comr.,  Philip  Anstruther,  assr.  ;  Selkirk, 
Alexr.  Henderson,  comr.,  George  Currie,  advocate,  assr. ;  Dumbarton, 
James  Colquhoun,  comr.,  Alexr.  Wier,  assr. ;  Renfrew,  James  Campbell, 
comr.,  John  Modervell,  assr. ;  Dunbar,  Robert  Fall,  comr.,  James  Gray, 
assr. ;  Lanerk,  Christopher  Bannantyne,  comr.,  Willm.  Wilson,  assr. ; 
Aberbrothock.  Alexr.  Kieth,  comr.,  John  Douglas,  assr. ;  Elgin,  William 
Brodie,  comr.,  Patrick  Duff,  assr. ;  Peebles,  Walter  Ritchie,  comr., 
Francis  Russell,  assr. ;  Crail,  George  Hall,  comr.,  Willm.  Chalmers, 
assr. ;  Tain,  David  Ross,  comr.,  Thos.  Manson,  assr. ;  Culross,  James 
Johnston,  comr.,  Robert  Halkerston,  assr. ;  Banff,  James  Shand,  comr., 
Alexr.  Dirom,  assr. ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Govvan,  comr. ;  Forfar,  William 
Kerr,  comr.,  Jon.  Cuming  Ramsay,  adv.,  assr. ;  Forres,  Lachlan  Grant, 
comr. ;  Rutherglen,  Gabriel  Gray,  comr.  ;  North  Berwick,  Willm. 
Swinton,  comr.,  Archd.  Lauder,  assr. ;  Cullen,  Mr  James  Philp,  comr. ; 
Lauder,  James  Edmonston,  comr. ;  Kilrenny,  Alexr.  Reid,  comr.,  Willm. 
Alexander,  assr. ;  Annan,  George  Hardie,  comr.,  Wm.  Hay  of  Crawford- 
toun,  assr. ;  Lochmaben,  William  Hoggan,  comr.,  John  Ball,  assr. ; 
Sanquhar,  George  Clerk,  Esqr.,  comr. ;  Queensferry,  Archd.  Stewart, 
comr.,  George  Chalmers,  assr.  ;  Wick,  John  Sinclair,  comr.,  Isaac  Grant, 
assr. ;  Kirkwall,  Gilbert  Mason,  comr.  ;  Inverbervie,  Thomas  Chrystie, 
comr.,  James  Smith,  assr. ;  Stranraer,  Mr  David  Dalrymple,  comr., 
Thos.  Nasmith,  assr. ;  Campbelltown,  Archd.  M'Donald,  advocate,  comr. ; 
(ten  burrows  blank). 


Preses 
chosen. 


1.  The  which  day  the  convention  unanimously  elect  John 
Dalrymple,  Esqr.,  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be 
their  preeses  during  the  sitting  of  this  convention,  who  being  present 
accepted  and  gave  his  oath  de  fideli.  he  having  formerly  qualified 
to  his  Majesty  as  the  law  directs. 

[2.  2d  article  of  missive  read.  3.  Committee  to  revise  the 
commissions.      4.    Commissions  approven.      5.    Act,  1749,  read.] 
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6.  The    same    day     the    Right    Honble.     James    Montgomery,     his  Edinburgh. 
Majesty's  advocate,  acquainted    the   convention  by  desire  of  the  board   t)avic}  ywut ' 
of   trustees   for   tisherys   and    manufactures   in  Scotland,  that  the  said  &  James 
board  had,  for   many   reasons   appearing    good    to   them,    made    choise  to  be  joint 
of  Mr  James  Guthrie  to  be  their  joint  secretary  along  with  Mr  David  tj^h^&e*0 
Flint,    who    is   greatly    failled    through    age,    with    the    survivancy    to  board  of 
Mr  Guthrie,  and  hoped  the  convention  would  approve  of  sucli  choice,   fisherys  & 
Which    being  considered    by   the   convention,   they    in   respect    thereof  manufactures 
and    that   they   are   entitled    to    nominate    the    person    thus   officiating 
in  that  office  (having  formerly  nominate  Mr  Flint  thereto),  do  hereby 
nominate    &    appoint    the    said    David    Flint    and    James    Guthrie    to 
be   conjunct  secretarys,    with   the   survivancy   to   Mr    Guthrie,   and    to 
attend    and   serve   the    said    commissioners    &    trustees    as    such,    with 
power   to   them  jointly  to   exerce   the   said  office  in  the  same  manner 
as    the    said   David   Flint   alone    has    exerced    the    same,    and    appoint 
them     to    be     put     on     the     establishment    for    the     uswall     sallarys 
accordingly. 

[7.  Act,  1757,  read.  8.  Proceedings  of  the  annual  committee 
approven.  9.  Agent's  accots.  &  list  of  arrears  presented  and  remitt 
to  a  committee.] 

10.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  &  read  to  the  convention  Resolution  of 
extract  resolution   of   the   commissioners   in  the  annexed  estates   with  an^exedS  ° 
respect  to  the  repairing  of  the  peers  and  landing  places  on  both  sides  estates  anent 
the    Queensferry.       Which   being   considered   by   the   convention,   they  remitt  to 
remitt  the  same  to  their  annual  committee,  and  they  to  report  their  committee 
opinion  to  the  next  general  convention. 

11.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  &  read  to  the  convention  Petition  for 

....  e         , ,  o  i     j      i  •       i-  •  j.l       the  manufac- 

a    petition    tor    the    manufacturers   and   dealers   in   linen,   praying  the  turer8  & 

convention    to    take    under    their    consideration    the    present    state    of  dealer8  in. 

x  linen  remitt 

the  linen   manufacture   in   Scotland,   and   to   follow  out  such  effectual  to  a  com- 
measures    as    may    be    most    conducive    for    procuring    further    parlia- 
mentary aid  to  the  home  manufacture.       Which   being  considered   by 
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Edinburgh,     the  convention,  they  remitt  the  same  to  the  committee  appointed  for 

14  July  1772,  ,     .  ,  l  L 

auditing   the    agents   accompts,   and  any   other  of   the   members  that 

chooses  to  attend,  and  appoint  the  member  for  Edinburgh  to  be 
conveener  of  the  said  committee,  and  they  to  meet  to-morrow  forenoon 
at  nine  o'clock. 

[12.   Petition,  the   macers    of  the    Court    of    Session,  remitt    to    a 
committee.       13.    Receiver  general's  report  presented.] 


Heads  of 
the  annual 
missive 
continued. 


14.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  read  the  last 
year's  missive  article  by  article,  they  continue  the  same  for  another 
year,  with  this  addition,  that  in  regard  there  are  a  great  many  private 
stells  erected  and  used  in  different  boroughs  of  this  kingdom  contrary 
to  law,  which  prove  not  only  pernicious  to  the  health  and  morals 
of  the  lower  class  of  people,  but  likewise  very  dangerous  to  the 
nighbourhood  by  occasioning  accidents  of  fire,  that  therefore  the 
magistrates  of  the  different  boroughs  should  be  enjoined  to  give 
particular  attention  to  this  matter,  and  to  discourage  these  stells  in 
time  coming  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  and  appoint  this  to  be  a 
head  of  the  missive  accordingly,  reserving  the  consideration  of  the 
tax  roll  till  the  next  sederunt. 


Edinbr,  15  July  1772. 

[15.  Commissions  approven.  16.  Report  on  the  agent's  accots. 
of  unfree  trade  approven.  17.  Report  on  the  agent's  accots.  of 
missive  dues  approven.  Horning  agt.  burghs  in  arrear.  18.  Petition 
for  the  macers  of  session  refused.] 

19.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  the 
manufacturers  and  dealers  in  linnen  was  remitted,  reported  that  they 
having  taken  under  consideration  the  said  petition,  and  the  whole 
circumstances  of  the  affair,  were  humbly  of  opinion  that  it  was  of 
the  highest  importance  and  greatly  for  the  interest  of  the  kingdom 
in   general   and   the  royal    boroughs   in   particular   to  follow  out   such 
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effectual     measures     as    might    be     most    conducive    to    the     further  Edinburgh. 
encouragement    of    the    linnen    manufacture,   which   was    now   indeed   ^ ~ j 

3  Keport  unent 

become  absolutely  necessary  from  the  declining  state  of  that  valuable   the  petition 

IOP  flffl-lf P^ 

branch    of    trade,    and   that  it  was   highly   expedient    for  the   general  j„  ii„en 
convention    to    order    the    appointment    of    proper    commissioners    for  approven,  & 
soliciting  of   additional  dutys  to  be  laid    on  foreign  linnens  imported,  committee 
and    what  further  parliamentary  aid   can    be   obtained  for  the   linnen  Comrs.  to 
manufacture,  and  therefore  that   this  convention  should  instruct  their  Lo"?°" 

on  that 

annual  committee  to  appoint  one  or  at  most  two  proper  persons  as  business, 
commissioners  to  go  to  London  against  the  ensuing  meeting  of  parliament 
for  the  above  purposes,  and  to  follow  furth  such  instructions  as  may  be 
given  them  from  time  to  time  by  the  annual  committee,  who  should  have 
conventional  powers  to  provide  for  the  necessary  expences,  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  sum  to  be  received 
from  the  board  of  trustees,  mentioned  in  the  report  of  last  annual 
committee,  but  that  all  economy  shou'd  be  used ;  and  endeavours 
ought  to  be  tryed  to  get  the  English  trade  and  the  linnen  board  in 
Ireland  to  bear  a  proportionable  part  of  these  expences,  so  as  the 
convention  may  have  as  little  to  pay  as  possible,  consistent  with  a 
full  and  proper  execution  of  the  plan ;  and  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  preeses  to  write  to  the  linen  board  of  Ireland  of  the  intended 
application  to  parliament,  and  to  request  their  concurrence  and  interest, 
not  doubting  that  they  would  at  the  same  time  order  a  proportionable 
share  of  the  expences  to  be  defrayed  by  their  agent  at  London.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  unanimously  approve  thereof, 
and  did  &  hereby  do  instruct  their  annual  committee  to  appoint  one 
or  at  most  two  proper  persons  as  commissioner  or  commissioners  in 
behalf  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  to  go  to  London  against 
the  ensuing  meeting  of  parliament  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
the  said  petition  and  report,  and  to  follow  furth  such  instructions 
as  the  annual  committee  shall  give ;  and  the  convention  did  &  hereby 
do  grant  to  the  said  committee  conventional  powers  to  deburse  the 
necessary  expence  out  of  the  sum  to  be  received  from  the  board  of 
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anent  the 
harbour  of 
Peterhead 
remitt  to 
Banff, 
Montrose, 
Aberdeen, 
&  Anstr. 
Wester. 


trustees,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pound  ster.,  and  recommend  to 
the  preeses  of  the  committee  to  write  to  the  linnen  board  of  Ireland 
as  proposed  in  the  said  report. 

20.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  read  a  petition 
from  the  merchants,  shipmasters,  and  principal  inhabitants  of  Peter- 
head, representing  that  their  harbour  was  capable  of  great  improvement, 
and  from  its  situation,  being  the  most  eastern  on  the  continent  of  North 
Brittain,  and  accessible  with  all  winds,  having  a  bay  where  ships 
of  any  burden  can  ride  secure  from  most  storms,  and  wherein  coasting 
vessels  and  foreign  ships  are  sheltered  &  often  saved  when  they  can 
fetch  no  other  harbour  on  the  east  coast ;  but  in  its  present  state, 
particularly  in  south-east  storms,  the  ships  beat  excessive  hard,  &  in 
low  tides  are  often  beneep't  for  want  of  water,  for  which  reason 
loaded  vessels  which  require  any  considerable  draught  of  water  are 
oblidged  to  keep  the  sea  in  stormy  weather,  and  are  often  in  great 
distress,  when  they  could  easyly  take  the  harbour  of  Peterhead  were 
there  water  to  receive  them,  and  might  thereby  not  only  facilitate 
the  voyage,  but  also  avoid  the  most  fatal  consequences  which  too  often 
follow ;  that  to  remedy  these  inconveniencies,  the  petitioners,  by  advice 
of  many  gentlemen  of  skill,  propose  to  remove  the  present  piers,  which 
are  shattered  &  shaken,  and  rebuild  them  in  a  more  substantial  & 
permanent  manner,  and  to  digg  out  the  harbour  to  a  proper  deepth, 
and  lead  the  head  of  the  great  south  pier  about  one  hundred  & 
ten  feet  further  out  to  the  bay,  the  expence  of  all  which  will  by  the 
nearest  calculation  exceed  £3000  ster.,  and  therefore  praying  that 
the  convention  would  give  such  assistance  as  to  them  should  seem 
meet  towards  carrying  on  a  work  of  so  great  utility.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  and  being  informed  by  the  assessor  for 
Bruntisland  that  the  petitioners  were  to  employ  Mr  Smiton,  engineer, 
to  visite  their  harbour  and  give  his  opinion  as  to  the  proposed  works 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  and  the  convention  being  sensible 
that  the  improvement  of  the  said  harbour  of  Peterhead  is  a  matter 
of  great  consequence  to  the  trade  of  this  country,  do  therefore  remit 
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to   the  burghs  of  Aberdeen,    Banff',  Montrose,  and   Anstruther  Wester,   Edinburgh. 
or  any  two  of  them,  to  visit  the  said  harbour  and  report  their  opinion    petition 
thereof    and    of  the    proposed  improvements  to    the  next    convention  ;  anent  the 

harbour  of 

at  the  same  time  the  convention  do  hereby  direct  the  preeses  of  their  Peterhead 
animal  committee,  so   soon  as  he  shall  receive  Mr  Smiton's  plan    and  jj^fj 
report,    to    transmit    these    to    Provost    Shand    of    Aberdeen,    and    the  Montrose, 

.   .  ii-  t  Aberdeen, 

convention    likewise   wish    that   the    petitioners   would    immediatly    set  &  Anstr. 
about  a   voluntary   contribution   for   the   purposes   mentioned    in   their       es  er- 
petition. 

21.  The    same    day     there    was    presented    to    the    convention    a  Memorial, 
memorial  for  Walter  Biggar,  h'nnen  manufacturer,  in  behalf  of  himself  Bi^o-ar&the 
and    the    representatives    of    the    deceast    Niel    M'Viccar,    praying    the  representa- 
convention    for    a    further    gratification    to   them    on    account   of   their  m 'Vicar, 
services   in  soliciting   the   act    of    parliament,   anno    1767,  establishing  kjVYext 
the   flax   bounty,   as   the   board   of   trustees   had   not   given   them   any  sederunt, 
allowance  on  the  aforesaid  account,  as  was   expected.       Which   being 

read     in     presence    of    the    convention,    they    delay    the    consideration 
thereof  till  next  sederunt. 

22.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  convention  a  Petition  for 
petition  for  Robert  Hamilton,  provost  of  Kinghorn,  for  himself  and  Hamilton  of 
in   name   and   behalf   of   the   other  magistrates,  town   council,  &  com-   Kinghorn 

i--iii  •  i  •  remit  t  to  a 

munity  of  said  burgh,  praying  that  the  convention  would  grant  them  committee, 
an  aid  towards  the  defraying  of  the  expence  of  a  process  of  suspension, 
brought  before  the  Court  of  Session  at  the  instance  of  David  Sibbald 
&  others,  concerning  certain  customes  payable  to  the  said  burgh  of 
Kinghorn,  and  also  praying  for  such  allowance  with  respect  to  the 
missive  dues  as  to  the  convention  should  seem  proper,  untill  the  tax 
roll  shall  be  opened  for  relief  of  the  town's  funds,  which  are  much 
decayed.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remit  the 
same  to  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling, 
and  Glasgow,  appointing  Edinr.  to  be  their  conveener,  and  the 
committee  to  meet  to-morrow  half  an  hour  past  nine,  forenoon. 
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Petition  for 
the  magis- 
trates of 
Dumfries 
remitt  to  a 
committee 


23.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  a  petition  in  name  of 
Thomas  Potts,  sherriff  clerk  of  Roxburghshire,  and  other  managers 
appointed  by  the  Court  of  Session  to  take  care  of  the  affairs  of  the 
burgh  of  Jedburgh  untill  the  magistracy  is  restored,  representing 
that  in  the  year  1759  the  decayed  state  of  that  burgh  was  laid 
before  the  convention,  when  they  were  found  entitled  to  the  aid  of 
the  other  boroughs,  and  accordingly  by  their  act  of  that  date  ordained 
thirty  pound  ster.  to  be  paid  yearly  to  the  magistrates  of  Jedburgh 
so  long  as  their  distress  continued  and  the  tax  roll  remained  unaltered, 
and  therefore  praying  that  the  foresaid  sum  should  be  paid,  as  the 
town  of  Jedburgh  is  in  a  worse  state  than  ever,  owing  to  the  multi- 
plicity of  tollbars  erected  at  the  gates  of  their  town,  where  no  turn- 
pike roads  are  or  ever  will  be  made ;  and  further,  begging  the 
convention  would  be  pleased  to  ordain  a  committee  of  their  number 
to  visite  Jedburgh  and  to  report  the  condition  thereof.  Which  being 
read,  the  convention  remit  the  same  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  petition  for  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn. 

24.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  convention  a  petition 
for  the  magistrates  &  council  of  the  burgh  of  Dumfries,  representing 
that  when  the  tax  roll  was  opened  in  the  1736  and  1737  the  town 
of  Dumfries  had  a  flourishing  trade,  but  for  several  years  past  has 
been  greatly  in  decay ;  that  formerly  they  had  ten  or  twelve  ships 
employed  annually  in  the  tobacco  trade,  which  is  now  entirely  at  a 
stop,  so  that  for  several  years  past  there  has  not  been  a  single  hogs- 
head of  tobacco  imported,  and  their  other  foreign  trade  is  also  greatly 
diminished,  in  so  much  that  there  is  no  ships  belonging  to  their  port 
except  a  few  coasting  vessels  employed  in  the  lime  &  coal  trade,  and 
therefore  praying  the  convention  would  grant  them  such  relief  as  to 
them  should  seem  proper.  Which  being  read,  the  convention  remit 
the  consideration  thereof  to  the  committee  immediatly  beforenamed, 
and  they  to  report. 

25.  The    same    day    there    was    presented    a    petition    from    the 
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provost,  baillies,  and  council  of  the  burgh  of  Irvine,  representing  Edinburgh. 
that  on  account  of  the  decayed  state  of  their  harbour,  the  convention  pe^{on  for 
had  formerly  granted  to   them    an   aid   of  £300   ster.,  which  has  been   tiie  burgh  of 

.  Irvine  remitt 

fully   exhausted    on   that   useful    work,   but   that  in  order  to  compleat  to  a  com- 
these    necessary    repairs    they    found    it    would    still    require    a    much  "j!!n^H°rjn«',.e 
larger  sum,  and  therefore  praying  the  convention  to  give   them   such  boroughs, 
a    further    aid    as     to     them     should     seem     proper.        Which     being 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  remit   to   the    burghs   of   Glasgow, 
Air,  and  Renfrew  to  enquire  into  the  facts  set  furth  in   the   petition, 
and  to  report  to  the  next  convention. 

26.  The   same   day   the  convention  having  heard   read   a   petition   Petition  for 

of    John    Mollison,    Esqr.,    provost    of    Brichen,    representing    that    he   Mollison 

havm?  lately  met  with  a  most  violent  insult  and  abuse  in  the  exercise  of  Brechin 

°  J  .  .  renntt  to  a 

of    his  office  as  tirst  magistrate   of  Brechin,  he  therefore  proposed   to  committee. 

apply     for    a     warrant    in    order    to    apprehend    and    incarcerate    the 

offenders   until!    they  should    be  liberate  in  due  course  of  law,  but  as 

the    petitioner    had    not    yet    determined    whether    to    prosecute    them 

before  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary,  the  Circuit  Court,  or  the  SherrifF 

of  the  county,   therefore  praying  the   honble.   convention   to   take   his 

case  under  their  consideration,  or  to  remit  to  a  committee,  and   upon 

their   report   to   make   a   minute  bearing    what  they  think  proper  for 

the    petitioner    to    do.       Which    being  considered    by    the    convention, 

they   remit    the    same    to    the    committee    appointed    to    consider    the 

petition  from  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn. 

27.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  convention  a  petition  Petition  for 

from  the  magistrates  &  town  council  of  the  burgh  of  Wigtoun,  setting  \yLtoun  ° 

furth  that    in   the   year    1770    a    petition  had  been    presented  to    the  remitt  to  a 

committee 
convention,   mentioning    that   by   an   alteration   of    the    course    of    the  of  the 

river  Blaidnoch,  the    creeck    or    landing    place   belonging  to    the    said   bofouehs'1^ 

burgh    was   altogether   destroyed,    so    that   there  was  a  necessity    for 

having  a  new  harbour  made,  and  as  the  burgh  was  not  able  to  carry 

on  such  a  work  themselves,   therefore   craving    the    assistance    of    the 
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Representa- 
tion for  the 
town  of  Elgin 
remitt  to  a 
committee. 


convention ;  that  this  petition  having  been  remitted  to  the  burghs  of 
Stranraer,  Whitehorn,  New  Galloway,  Irvine,  &  Dumfries,  or  any  three 
of  them,  to  consider  what  was  therein  represented  and  to  report  to 
the  next  general  convention,  their  report  was  accordingly  laid  before 
them  in  the  1771,  certifying  that  what  was  sett  furth  in  the  above 
petition  was  just,  but  in  regard  there  was  neither  a  plan  nor  estimate 
lodged,  that  convention  did  supercede  giving  any  opinion  upon  the 
matter ;  that  a  plan  and  estimate  of  the  new  intended  harbour  was 
now  produced  to  the  convention,  and  therefore  praying  they  would 
resume  the  consideration  of  the  above  affair,  and  to  give  the  petitioners 
such  speedy  &  effectual  support  as  may  prevent  the  said  burgh  from 
falling  into  decay.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
remit  to  the  burghs  of  Sanquhar,  Whitehorn,  Dumfries,  Kirkcudbright, 
and  Stranraer,  or-  any  two  of  them,  to  consider  the  merits  of  the  said 
petition,  and  to  report  to  the  next  general  convention. 

28.  The  same  day  the  assessor  for  Elgin  represented  that  upon 
the  application  of  that  burgh  the  convention  had  last  year  remitted 
to  the  burghs  of  Forres,  Banff,  and  Cullen  to  enquire  into  the  state 
of  the  harbour  of  Lossymouth  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  town, 
and  to  report  to  this  convention,  at  the  same  time  appointing  the 
burgh  of  Elgin  to  lay  a  plan  and  estimate  before  these  boroughs  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  form  their  opinion  ;  that  the  magistrates  of 
Elgin  had  accordingly  laid  before  delligates  chosen  by  these  boroughs 
a  plan  of  the  said  hai'bour  with  an  estimate  of  the  expence,  which 
he  craved  might  be  remitted  to  the  consideration  of  a  committee. 
The  convention  therefore  remit  the  same  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  petition  for  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn. 

[29.    Tax  roll  continued.      30.    Agent  to  pay  sallarys,  &ce.] 


Edinr.,  16  July  1772. 

[31.    Commission  approven.        32.    Report  on   Provost    Mollison's 
petition  approven.] 
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33.  The   same   day   the   committee  to  whom  the  petition   for  the   Edinburgh. 

.......         16  July   l/,2. 

burgh    of    Jedburgh    was    remit,    reported    that    in    their    opinion    the    Report  on 

thirty  pounds  asked  by  the  petitioners  should   be  paid  for   this  year,   £he  petition 

and     that    the    convention    should    remit    to    the    burghs    of    Selkirk,  approven, 

Lauder,  and  Dunbar   to  visite   Jedburgh,   enquire   into   the   grievances  agent  to  pay 

set  furth  in  the  petition,  and  to  report  against  next  convention,   and  £3°- 

unless  this  report  be  made,  no   more   applications  of  this  kind  should 

be  heard  from  Jedburgh.      Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 

they   appoint   the   agent   to   pay    to   Henry  Ainslie,  the  petitioner,  for 

the  behoof  of  the  above  burgh,  thirty  pounds  ster.  for  this  year,  and 

appoint   the   above   boroughs   together   with    the   town   of   Haddington 

to  enquire  into  the  grievances  sett  furth,  and  to  report. 

34.  The  same   day  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition    for    the   Petition,  the 
magistrates   &   council   of  Dumfries  was  remit,  reported   that  in  their  Dumfries 
opinion    the    convention    should    remit    to    the    burghs    of    Sanquhar,  rem'tt  to 

\  .         nighhouring 

Kirkcudbright,  Annan,  and  Lochmaben,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  enquire   boroughs. 
into    the   facts   sett  furth  in   the    petition   and   state   of    the   town    of 
Dumfries,    and     to    report     to     the    next     convention.       Which    being 
considered  by  the   convention,   they  approve  of  the  report,  and  remit 
to  the  above  burghs,  or  any  two  of  them,  accordingly. 

35.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  for  Kinghorn 
Provost  Robert  Hamilton,  for  himself  and  in  name  &  behalf  of  the  [emjtt  to 
other  magistrates  of  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn,  was  remit,  reported  that  mghbourmg 

to  .  boroughs. 

in  their  opinion  the  convention  should  remit  to  the  burghs  of 
Kirkcaldy,  Dysart,  Coupar,  and  Bruntisland,  or  any  two  of  them,  to 
enquire  into  the  facts  sett  furth  in  the  petition,  and  to  report  to  the 
next  convention.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
approve  of  the  report,  and  remit  to  the  above  boroughs  accordingly. 

36.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  affair  of  the  burgh   Agent  to  pay 
of    Elgin    was  remit,    reported  that    in    their    opinion    the    convention  stJf" 
should    authorize     their    agent    to    pay     to    the    burgh    of    Elgin    one 

hundred    pounds    sterl.    out   of    the    money    to    be    received    from    the 
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Edinburgh,  trustees  for  fisheries  and  manufactures,  on  the  burghs  of  Banff,  Cullen, 
A"-  nt  to  nv  an<^  Forres,  or  any  two  of  them,  reporting  to  the  annual  committee 
Elgin  £100  that  the  money  will  be  properly  and  usefully  employed  for  the 
improvement  of  the  harbour  of  Lossymouth.  Which  being  considered 
by  the  convention,  they  approve  thereof,  and  authorize  the  agent  to 
make  payment  of  one  hundred  pounds  ster.  in  terms  of  the  above 
report. 

Petition  for  37.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  convention  a  petition 

toun'tcTbe        from  the  magistrates  and  town  council  of  the  burgh  of  Campbeltoun, 
returned,  &      praying  the    convention    for    an  aid  towards  the  carrying    on    certain 

the  annual         r      jo  ^  j      & 

committee  to  public  works  they  are  engaged  in,  as  their  own  funds  were  unsufficient 

further  con-     ^or   that  Pul*Pose>   and   for  reimbursing  them    in  part  of  the  expences 

descendance     laid  out  in  a  tedious  process  in  which  they  have  been  engaged  with  the 

publick  schoolmaster   of   their   burgh,    and    which    had    ultimatly   been   decided 

in  favours  of  the  town  by  a  judgement  of  the  House  of  Peers.     Which 

being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  are   of  opinion   that   as  the 

petition  is  conceived  in  too  general  terms,   and  does  not  mention  any 

particular    public   work,  that  therefore    the   same  should  be    delivered 

back  to  the  commissioner  for  Campbeltoun,  and  that  he  should  give  into 

the  annual  committee  a  more  particular  state  of  the  public  works  in 

which  that  burgh  is  engaged,  and   they  hereby    impower  the    annual 

committee  to  subcomitt  to    any   of  the   boroughs   to   enquire   into  the 

matter  to  be  reported  to  the  next  general  convention. 

Report  anent  38.  The   same   day    several    of    the    boroughs    represented    to    the 

violations  0f     convention  that  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  the  Provost  of  Edinr. 

the  staple         subjoined  to  the  annual  missive,  concerning  certain  violations  alledged 
contract.  J  .     . 

to  have  been  made  upon  the  stapple  contract  now  subsisting  between 

the    royal    boroughs    and   the   magistrates   of   Campvere  in  Zeland,  as 

mentioned    in    the    minutes    of    the    last    annual   committee,   they   had 

made    particular    enquiry    whether    any  of  the  shipmasters  or  others 

belonging  to  their  ports  had  been  concerned  in  any  of  the  tresspasses 

mentioned  in   that   letter,   but  could  make  no  descovery  of  any  thing 
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of    that    nature.       Which    being    considered    by    the    convention,    they   Edinburgh. 
are    of    opinion    that    nothing    further    can    be   done   by   them    in   this    - 
matter    till    the    conservator    or    magistrates    of   Campvere   condescend 
more  particularly  on  the  trespasses  committed. 

39.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  resumed  the  considera-   Agent  to  pay 

tion   of   the   memorial    presented   by    Walter    Bijjear,   manufacturer,   in   M'' ^lggar 
t  J  fee      '  '  &  the  repre- 

behalf    of    himself    and    the    representatives    of    the    deceast    Mr    Neil   sentatives  of 

Mr  M 'Vicar 
M'Viccar,   and   being    sensible   of  their    great   dilligence  and   assiduity  £200  ster. 

in  the  applications  to  the  parliament  for  procuring  the  bounty  upon 
flax,  which  took  up  so  much  of  their  time  to  the  detriment  of  their 
private  affairs,  and  in  regard  the  honble.  board  of  trustees  have  not 
given  them  the  recompense  that  was  expected,  therefore  the  con- 
vention did  and  hereby  do  grant  warrant  to  and  authorize  their 
agent  to  make  payment  to  Mr  Biggar  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pound  ster.,  and  the  like  sum  to  the  representatives  of  Mr  Neil 
M'Viccar,  out  of  the  money  to  be  received  from  the  honble.  board  of 
trustees,  and  that  as  a  further  gratification  to  them  for  their  trouble 
in  the  foresaid  affairs,  whereanent  these  presents  shall  be  to  him  a 
sufficiant  warrant. 

40.  The    same    day     the     convention    appoints     the     burghs     of  Annual 
Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  St  Andrews,  appoTntS 
Glasgow,  Air,  Haddington,  Dysait,  Kirkcaldy,  Montrose,  Coupar,  Dum- 
fries, Inverness,  Bruntisland,  and  such  other   of  the  members   of   this 
convention  as  shall  attend.,  as  a  committee  to  sit   after  the  dissolving 

of  this  present  convention,  and  to  proceed  in,  consider,  and  determine 
upon  all  and  every  particular  that  has  been  remitted  to  them  by  this 
present  convention,  and  particularly  upon  every  thing  tending  to  the 
benefite  of  trade  and  state  of  boroughs,  and  upon  all  differences  that 
has  arisen  in  boroughs  or  between  boroughs,  and  upon  every  thing 
concerning  the  stapple  port  and  the  due  observance  thereof,  and 
upon  eveiy  thing  concerning  unfree  traders  and  the  communication 
of    trade  ;    declareing    that   five    shall    be    a   quorum   in   every   matter, 
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Edinburgh. 

16JulyJl772L 

Annual 

committee 

appointed. 


Convention 
dissolved. 


except  in  such  cases  as  shall  require  any  application  to  parliament, 
wherein  nine  shall  be  a  quorum  ;  and  further,  the  annual  committee 
are  hereby  directed  &  impowered  to  correspond  with  the  boroughs' 
representatives  in  parliament  concerning  trade  or  the  state  of 
boroughs,  and  that  they  give  notice  of  the  particulars  of  such  corre- 
spondence to  the  several  boroughs  so  as  that  the  boroughs  may  write 
in  that  behalf  to  their  respective  representatives,  and  likewise  in  all 
matters  whereto  applications  to  the  parliament  shall  be  by  the  annual 
committee  thought  necessary,  that  all  the  members  of  the  committee 
shall  by  a  circular  letter  have  notice  of  the  particulars  that  they 
may  attend  and  assist  in  forming  and  concerting  such  applications, 
if  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit  of  so  much  delay ;  but  the 
annual  committee  shall  in  no  case  have  power  to  dispose  of  any  of 
the  boroughs'  money  except  where  they  have  special  authority  for 
that  purpose,  conform  to  the  26th  act  of  the  convention  in  July 
seventeen  hundred  and  thirty-four ;  and  the  convention  appoint  the 
first  meeting  of  the  annual  committee  to  be  on  Friday  next  at 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  in  the  council  chamber  of  this  city, 
with  power  to  the  said  committee  to  choice  their  own  preeses  from 
time  to  time ;  and  in  absence  of  the  preeses  they  authorize  their  clerks 
to  call  a  meeting  upon  any  emergent. 

41.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  convention, 
and  appoint  the  next  general  convention  to  meet  and  be  held  at  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  second  Tuesday  of  July  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-three  years,  and  appoint  their  clerks  to 
direct  missives  accordingly.     [Follows  signatures.] 
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Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 

17    July    1772.  Edinburgh. 

17  July  177£ 
Edinburgh,  Charles  Wright  &  Orlando  Hart;  Perth,  Alexander  Sederunt. 
Simson  ;  Dundee,  Patrick  Maxwell ;  Aberdeen,  George  Shand  ;  Montrose, 
James  Bisset ;  Bruntisland,  James  Stuart ;  Innerkiething,  William 
Walker ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Hamilton  ;  Duinfermling,  Alexander  Hart ; 
Aberbrothock,  Alexander  Kieth  ;  Elgin,  William  Brodie  ;  Banff",  James 
Shand  ;  Pittenweem,  James  Nairne  ;  Brechin,  Walter  Biggar ;  Dum- 
fries, John  Dickson  ;  Craill,  George  Hall ;  Wigtoun,  William  Campbell ; 
Anstr.  Wester,  Philip  Anstruther. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  having  mett  in  terms  of 
the  appointment  of  the  convention,  they  unanimously  elect  John 
Dalrymple,  Esqr.,  present  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be 
their  preeses. 

The  same  day  the  annual  committee  having  taken  into  their  MessrsGoldie 
consideration  the  several  remitts  made  to  them  by  the  last  conven-  nonijnated  to 
tion,   and   particularly   the    19th   act,  whereby  they  are  impowered  to  be  comrs.  for 

1  ..,,,..  the  boroughs 

follow  furth  the  resolution  of  the  convention  in  regard  to  the  petition   for  soliciting 
presented  to  them   by   the   manufacturers   and    dealers    in    linen,    and  \^n  m°anue 
which    having    been    read,    it    was    then    moved   by   the    commissioner  facture. 
for  Dunfermline,  that  as  the   general   convention    had   instructed   this 
committee   to   appoint  proper   persons   as   commissioners    to    apply   for 
laying    on    additional    dutys    on    foreign    linens    imported    and    what 
further    parliamentary    aid    can    be    obtained    for   the    encouragement 
of  the  linen  manufacture,  the  committee  should  now  proceed  to  name 
a  commissioner  or  commissioners  when  the  members  from  the  different 
boroughs  are  still  in  town,  as  there  might  not  be  such  an  opportunity 
of    having    so    full    a    committee    afterwards,    referring    however    the 
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Edinburgh,  instructions  to  be  given  them,  and  the  fixing  the  proper  time  for 
MessrsGoldie  their  going  to  London,  to  the  after  consideration  of  the  committee ; 
&  M' Vicar       an(J  the  members  for  Edinburgh  having-  proposed    Mr   George   Goldie, 

nominated  to  °  err  a 

be  comrs.  for  merchant,  and  Mr  Niel  Macvicar,  linen  manufacturer,  both  of  this 
for  soliciting  c*ty>  as  ProPer  persons  to  be  commissioners  for  the  boroughs  in  the 
relief  to  the     negotiating    at     London     the    business    abovementioned,    the     annual 

linen  maim-  , 

facture.  committee    do    unanimously    approve    of    the    forsaid    nomination,   and 

did  and  hereby  do  elect  the  said  Mr  George  Goldie  and  Mr  Niel 
M'Viccar  to  be  commissioners  for  the  boroughs  in  terms  of  and 
for  the  purposes  abovementioned. 


30  September  1772. 

Sederunt.  John     Dalrymple,     Esqr.,    preses  ;     Edinburgh,     Charles     Wright ; 

Bruntisland,  James  Stuart ;  Dundee,  Richard  Nielson  ;  Dumfermling, 
Alexander  Hart  &  George  Goldie  ;  Brechin,  Walter  Biggar  ;  Dunbar, 
Robert  Fall  ;  Queensferry,  George  Chalmers ;  Stranraer,  Mr  David 
Dalrymple. 

The  con-  The  which  day  the  preses  laid  before  the  committee  three  letters 

sideration  of    jie  recejveo!  from  the  Provosts  of  Perth,  Montrose,  and  Aberbrothock, 
the  applica- 
tion to  parlia-   inclosing  a  representation  in  each,   which  had   been  presented  to  their 

regard  to  the  respective  town  councils  by  the  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  linen 
linen  manu-  0£  these  burghs,  setting  furth  the  languishing  state  of  their  trade, 
delayed.  and  that  it  must  soon  be  at  a  stand  unless  some  substantial  aid  be 

obtained  from  parliament  in  support  thereof,  and  as  the  last  con- 
vention had  voted  the  sum  of  £500  ster.  for  defraying  the  expence 
of  an  application  to  that  purpose,  no  time  should  be  lost  in  preparing 
matters  for  it,  therefore  the  magistrates  of  these  several  boroughs 
hoped  the  annual  committee  would  use  their  best  endeavours  to  get 
matters  so  concerted  that,  if  judged  expedient,  the  above  application 
may  be  made  as  earlie  as  possible  in  the  ensuing  session  of  parliament ; 
at  the  same  time  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee  informed  that 
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lately     at    a     meeting     which    he     and     some    others    had    here    with  Edinburgh. 

Mr    Spotswood,    the    sollicitor    at    London     for    the    honble.    board    of  1772. 

trustees    for    improvement    of    manufactures    in    this    country,    it    was  The  con- 

•  sideration 

suggested  by   Mr  Spotswood   that  it   would    be  proper  to  have  a  case  0f  the 

made  out  as  to  the  present  state  of  the  linen  manufacture,  and  which  'lPPllcat10" 

1  to  parliament 

he  would  get  laid  before  the  ministry,  so  as  to  learn  their  sentiments  >»  regard  to 

.  cif-i-  ii  the  linen 

m    regard   thereto    previous    to    the    making  ot    the    iorsaid    intended  manufacture 

application  to  parliament,  in  consequence  of  which,  that  case  was  now  c,elaved- 
preparing  and   would  be   ready    for   the   consideration  of   the  ministry 
in  a  short  time.     All   which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  they 
judge    it  proper   to  delay  the  further  deliberation   of   this    matter   till 
such  time  as  the  above  case  be  compleated. 


19  January   1773. 

Gilbert   Laurie.   Esqr.,   elected   preeses ;     Edinbr.,   Charles   Wright   Sederunt. 
&    Orlando    Hart;     Dumfermling,    Alexander    Hart;    Brechin,    Walter 
Biggar ;     Anstr.   Wester,  Philip   Anstruther ;     Aberbrothock,    Mr  John 
Douglas;    Forres,  Lachlan  Grant;   Annan,  William  Hay;    Queensferry, 
George  Chalmers;    Stranraer,  Mr   David  Dalrymple. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  unanimously  elect  Gilbert 
Laurie,  Esqr.,  present  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be 
their  preses. 

The  same  day  the  agent's  assistant   laid   before  the  committee  a   Report  of 
copy  of  the  report  made   to  his   Majesty   by   the  honble.   the   trustees  to  Christms. 

for    improvement    of    fisherys    and    manufactures,    in    relation    to    the    ]"* 

r  J  presented. 

application  of  the  funds  under  their  management  for  the  year  ending 
at  Christmas  1771,  and  which  had  been  transmitted  to  him  by 
Mr  Guthrie,  the  joint  secretary  to  the  said  trustees,  since  the  meeting 
of  last  sederunt,  the  consideration  whereof  the  committee  referr  to 
tiic  next  convention. 
2  C 
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Edinburgh.  The    same    day    the    agent's    assistant    further    reported    to   the 

1773*.     '  "       committee  that  in  consequence  of  the  former  resolutions  of  the  board 

Agent  to         0f   trustees  they   had   now   issued   a  precept  on   the   receiver  general, 

self  with  payable  to  Mr  Robertson  Barclay,  the  borough  agent,  for  one  thousand 

ster  anc^  ninety-eight  pounds  seven  shillings  &  two  pence  ster.,  in  full   of 

recovered         the  expence  disbursed  by  the  boroughs  in  obtaining  the  act  of  parlia- 

board  of  ment,   anno    1770,   vesting   the   management  of    the   flax   fund   in    the 

trustees.  forsaid  trustees.       Which    being   considered    by    the    committee,    they 

appoint  the   agent   to  charge  himself  therewith  in  his  next  accompts, 

and    to    apply    the    same    towards    the    purposes    mentioned    in    the 

different  acts  of  the  last  convention. 

\h  Smeaton's  The   same   clay,  agreeably  to   the  act  of  last   convention   relating 

Peterhead        to    certain    improvements    proposed    to    be    made    on    the    harbour    of 
harbour  to  l>e   Peterhead,    there    was    laid    before    the    committee   a   plan    of   these 

sent  to 

Provost  intended     improvements,    together    with    a    letter    from    Mr    Smeaton, 

engineer,  containing  his  opinion  thereanent,  both  which,  in  terms  of 
the  directions  mentioned  in  the  forsaid  act,  the  committee  appoint 
to  be  transmitted  to  Provost  Shand  of  Aberdeen,  in  order  to  be  laid 
before  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  that  affair,  so  as  they 
may  be  able  to  report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  next  convention. 

Messrs  The    same  day    the  preses  laid  before  the   committee  a  letter  he 

Goldie  &  received  from   the   magistrates   of   Montrose,  mentioning   their   having 

M-\  lccar  °  '  t>  o 

impowcred       formerly    transmitted    a    petition    which    had    been    presented    by  the 
London  manufacturers   of    linen    in    that    town    in    regard    to    the    distressed 

anent  the         situation  of  their  trade,  and  beo-ing  the  annual  committee  would  carry 

linen  nianu-  .  . 

facture,  &rhe  into  execution  the  plan  laid  down  by  the  last  convention  for  obtaining 
write  Lord       a    parliamentary  encouragement  in   support  thereof,  and  that  as  they 

North  &  had    not    heard    of    any  thing;    being-    done    therein,  they  therefore  of 

others  there-  J  °      .       °  •, 

anent  new    requested    that   the    committee    would    be    pleased    to    promote 

the  carrying  into  execution  a  matter  of  such  necessary  and  national 
importance.  Which  being  considered  by  the  committee,  and  having 
also    resumed    the    consideration    of    the    nineteenth    act   of     the   last 
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convention,     whereby     they     are     vested     with     conventional     powers  Edinburgh. 

to    apply    to    parliament    for    the    obtaining    additional    dutys    to    be  1773. 

laid  on  foreign  linens  imported  and  what  further  aid  can  be  obtained  Messrs 

for  the  linen  manufacture,  and  being  of  opinion  that  tho'  at  present  M'Viccar 

there    is    no    certain    prospect    whither    an    application    to    the    above  j.™ Ir)0"^I.L!0 

purpose  will   be  attended   with   success  this  session   of  parliament,  yet  London 

considering  the  particular  distress  this    valuable  branch  of  trade   now  linen  manu- 

labours  under,    it    therefore   becomes    the    more    necessary    at    least  to  facture> &  t,,e 

*  preses  to 

try  how  far  any  relief  can  be  attained  ;  and  as  the  committee  have  write  Lord 
already  named  Mr  George  Goldie  and  Mr  Niel  M'Viccar  to  be  others  there- 
commissioners  for  the  boroughs  in  soliciting  these  matters,  they  anent- 
therefore  hereby  authorize  and  impower  them  to  repair  to  London 
without  loss  of  time,  and  there  to  sollicit  for  these  additional  dutys 
to  be  laid  on  foreign  linens  imported  &  what  other  aid  can  be 
obtained  in  favour  of  the  home  manufacture ;  and  in  order  to  pave  the 
way  for  the  above  application,  they  impower  the  preses  in  name  of 
the  boroughs  to  write  a  letter  to  Lord  North,  chancellor  of  exchequer, 
on  that  subject,  to  be  delivered  to  him  by  these  commissioners  ;  and 
that  he  likewise  write  to  the  linen  board  of  Ireland  acquainting  them 
of  the  intended  application,  and  to  request  not  only  their  concurrence 
therein,  but  that  they  would  also  defray  an  equal  share  of  the 
expence  attending  the  same  ;  and  further,  they  desire  he  will  acquaint 
the  honble.  board  of  trustees  of  the  forsaid  intended  application,  and 
to  request  their  countenance  &  aid  towards  rendering  it  effectual. 

The    same    day    the  annual    committee    having    taken    into    their  Commission 
consideration    an    act    of    the    last   general    convention    of    the    royal  Sesw^Goldie 
boroughs  of  Scotland,  whereby  they  are  appointed  to  apply  to  parlia-  &  Macvicar. 
ment  for  the  having  additional  dutys  laid  on  all  foreign  linens  imported 
into   Britain   and    what   other   aid    can  be  obtained  in    support  of  the 
Inline    linen    manufacture,    at    present   in   a   most  declining  state,   and 
in   order  thereto,  to  appoint   commissioners   in   name  of  the   boroughs 
solicit   that   matter  in  parliament,  and  the  committee  by  their  act, 
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Edinburgh,     bearing-  date   the   seventeenth  of  July  last,  having  already  nominated 
177V.     '  Mr    George     Goldie,     merchant,    &    Mr    Niel    M'Viccar,    manufacturer, 

Commission     both    of    this    city,  as    proper    persons    for    executing    that    trust,    the 

in  favours  of  .  .  .  \       ,  ,     .  ,  . 

MessrsGoldie  annual  committee  m  virtue  01  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  the 
1  l  acvicar-  last  convention  do  therefore  hereby  impower  the  said  Mr  George 
Goldie  and  Mr  Niel  M'Viccar  to  repair  to  London,  and  in  name  of 
the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  to  sollicit  from  parliament  additional 
dutys  to  be  laid  on  foreign  linens  imported  into  Britain,  and  what 
further  aid  they  can  obtain  in  favours  of  the  home  linen  manu- 
facture, in  terms  of  the  beforementioned  act  of  convention. 

Follows  the  copys  of  the  diferent  letters  wrote  in  consequence 
of  the  foregoing  minute. 


Copy  letter  to  Lord  North. 

My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  address  your  lordship,  as  preses 
and  by  appointment  of  the  convention  of  the  royal  boroughs  of 
Scotland,  on  a  subject  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  kingdom 
in  general,  and  to  this  country  in  particular.  The  languishing  state 
of  the  linen  manufacture  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  for  these 
some  years  past  has  been  most  severely  felt  by  all  concerned  in  that 
valuable  branch  of  trade,  and  if  some  effectual  remedy  be  not  speedily 
provided  so  as  to  prevent  its  further  decline,  there  is  reason  to  fear 
this  capital  article  of  our  commerce  will  in  a  great  measure  be  lost, 
the  consequences  whereof  must  prove  not  only  ruinous  to  the  manu- 
facturers and  deprive  many  thousands  of  the  means  of  subsistence, 
but  even  considerably  affect  the  landed  interest  itself.  The  royal 
boroughs  at  their  last  annual  meeting  being  justly  alarmed  at  the 
critical  situation  of  this  important  manufacture,  which  is  the  great 
staple  of  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  did  unanimously  resolve 
with  your  lordship's  approbation  to  lay  a  state  thereof  before 
parliament,   and    to   pray  for  such  further  relief  and  support  as   may 
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not    only    effectually    remedy    the    present   distress,    but   also   establish   Edinburgh. 

this  valuable  trade  on  a  more  permanent  footing.      It  is  unnecessary    1773. 

Tor  me  here  to  take  up  your  lordship's  time  in  order  to  point  out  the 

various    causes    which  have  given    rise   to   the  decay  of   this  valuable 

branch    of  trade,  as  the    commissioners  from    the  boroughs  will,    with 

your  lordship's  permission,  do  themselves  the  honour  to  waite  on  you 

with    a     memorial    on     that    subject.       From    the    opinion    the     royal 

boroughs    entertain     of     your     lordship's     extensive     knowledge     and 

constant   attention    to    promote    the  interest    of    commerce  and  useful  1 

industry,  they  have  no   doubt  you  will  think  this  subject  worthy    of 

your  most    serious    attention,    and   they    even   flatter   themselves  your 

lordship    will    not    only    approve  of   an  application  to  parliament    for 

the  relief  of  our  distressed  country  in  regard  to  this  manufacture,  but 

also    honour    it    with    your    countenance    and     support. — I    have    the 

honour  to  be,   with  the  greatest  respect,  &ce., 

(Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preses. 

Copy  letter  to  Lord  Advocate  and  Sir  Laurence  Dundas. 

My  Lord, — The  languishing  state  of  the  linen  manufacture  of 
this  kingdom,  &  which  is  the  great  staple  of  this  country,  has  for 
some  years  past  been  severely  felt  by  all  concerned  in  that  valuable 
branch  of  trade,  and  if  some  effectual  remedy  be  not  speedily 
provided  so  as  to  prevent  its  further  decline,  there  is  reason  to  fear 
this  capital  article  of  our  commerce  will  in  a  great  measure  be  lost, 
which  must  prove  not  only  ruinous  to  the  manufacturers  and  deprive 
many  thousands  of  the  means  of  subsistance,  but  likewise  affect  the 
country  in  general.  The  royal  boroughs  being  justly  alarmed  at 
the  critical  situation  of  this  important  manufacture,  have  thought 
proper  to  authorize  Mr  Goldie  and  Mr  M'Viccar,  as  their  commissioners, 
to  lay  a  state  thereof  before  parliament,  and  to  pray  for  such  further 
relief  and  support  as  may  not  only  effectually  remedy  the  present 
distress,  but  also   establish   this    valuable    trade   on  a  more  permanent 
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Edinburgh,     footing.       These     commissioners    will     do     themselves     the     honour    to 

1773.  waite  on  your  lorp.   with  a  memorial  on  that  subject,   and   by  desire 

of  the  annual  committee  I   am  now  to  request  your  countenance  and 

aid   in   support  of  any  bill  that  may  be    brought  into  parliament  for 

remedying  the  evils  complained  of. — I  am,  with  great  r-espect,  &ce., 

(Sign'd)     Gilb.  Laurie,  p. 


Copy  letter  to  Mr  James  Guthrie,  Secretary  to  the   Board  of 
Trustees  for  Fisherys  and  Manufactures  in  Scotland. 

Sir, — The  general  convention  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland, 
held  here  in  July  last,  had  under  their  consideration  the  present 
state  of  the  linen  manufacture  of  this  country,  and  after  examining 
into  the  whole  circumstances  of  that  affair,  they  were  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  the  present  declining  state  of  that  most  valuable 
branch  of  trade  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  to  follow  out  some 
effectual  measures  in  order  to  obtain  further  encouragement  in  support 
thereof,  and  therefore  resolved  and  impowered  their  annual  committee 
to  apply  to  parliament  for  the  having  additional  dutys  laid  on  all 
foreign  linens  imported,  and  such  other  aid  as  can  be  obtained  in 
favours  of  the  home  manufacture.  That  in  order  to  render  such 
application  the  more  effectual,  they  likewise  impowered  the  annual 
committee  to  send  commissioners  to  London,  who  in  name  of  the 
boroughs,  along  with  those  interested  in  England  and  Ireland,  should 
sollicit  in  parliament  that  affair.  The  annual  committee  had  that 
matter  again  under  their  consideration  this  day,  when  they  resolved 
to  carry  the  above  instructions  of  the  convention  into  immediate 
execution,  and  agreeably  thereto  have  not  only  appointed  Mr  George 
Goldie  and  Mr  Niel  M'Viccar,  their  commissioners,  to  l'epair  to  London 
without  loss  of  time  for  the  above  purpose,  but  have  directed  me  as 
their  preses  to  acquaint  the  honble.  board  of  trustees  thereof,  and 
to  request  their  concurrence  and  aid  towards  the  carrying  thorough 
a    matter    of    such    great    importance    to    the   interest   of  this   part   of 
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the     United     Kingdom.        This    you'l    please    lay    before    the    honble.  Edinburgh. 

.  0  ._.         ..       _...      T         .  19  January 

trustees,  and  am,  &ce.,  (oigned)     uilb.  Laurie,  p.  1773. 


Copy  letter  to  Brochill  Newburgh,  Esqr.,  Secretary  to  the 
Linen  Board  of  Ireland. 

Sir,— The  convention  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland,  at  their 
last  general  meeting  held  at  this  place,  had  under  their  consideration 
the  state  of  the  linen  manufacture  of  this  kingdom,  and  after 
examining  into  the  whole  circumstances  of  that  affair,  they  were  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  the  present  declining  state  of  that  most 
valuable  branch  of  trade  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  to  follow 
out  some  effectual  measures  so  as  to  obtain  further  relief  and 
encoui'agement  in  support  thereof,  and  therefore  resolved  to  apply 
to  parliament  in  order  to  have  additional  dutys  laid  on  all  foreign 
linens  imported  into  Britain,  and  such  other  aid  as  can  be  obtained 
in  favours  of  the  home  manufacture,  of  which  resolutions  they  have 
desired  me  as  their  preses  to  acquaint  the  linen  board  of  Ireland,  and 
to  ask  their  aid  and  assistance  to  render  the  same  effectual.  The 
importance  of  the  linen  manufacture  to  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  as 
well  as  to  this  country,  leaves  me  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  ready 
concurrence  of  your  linen  board  in  every  measure  intended  to  promote 
its  real  interest,  and  if  the  resolutions  of  the  royal  boroughs  shall 
appear  to  them  in  this  light,  they  hope  not  only  for  their  aid  and 
assistance  to  carry  the  same  into  execution,  and  that  they  will  follow 
the  like  measures  with  them  for  attaining  this  end,  but  as  what  is 
proposed  is  for  the  common  and  mutual  benefite  of  both  kingdoms, 
that  they  will  also  agree  that  the  necessary  parliamentary  expence 
should  be  made  at  their  common  and  mutual  charge.  As  the 
boroughs  have  already  appointed  commissioners  to  go  to  London  in 
order  to  solicit  this  affair  in  conjunction  with  those  interested  in 
England  and  Ireland,  I  have  only  further  to  request  that  you  will 
lay  this  before  your  board  as  soon  as  possible,  so  as  they  may  impower 
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Edinburgh,     commissioners  on  their  part  to  co-operate  with  those  from  the  boroughs 

19  January 

1773.  in    the   matter    abovementioned.       I  shall    expect    the  favour  of    your 

answer  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  with  due  respect,  I  am,  &ce.. 

(Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preses. 


Copy  letter  to  George  Ross,  Esqr.,  agent  at  Loudon. 

Sir, — The  languishing  state  of  the  linen  manufacture  for  some 
years  past  has  determined  the  royal  boroughs  to  lay  a  state  thereof 
before  parliament,  and  to  pray  for  some  further  relief  and  encourage- 
ment in  support  thereof,  agreeably  to  which  resolution  they  have 
authorized  Mr  George  Goldie  and  Mr  Niel  M'Viccar,  as  their  com- 
missioners, to  repair  to  London  for  that  purpose.  These  commissioners 
will  waite  on  you  upon  their  arrival,  and  the  boroughs  doubts  not 
you  will  co-operate  with  them  in  order  to  render  their  application 
effectual. — I  am,  with  due  respect,  &ee., 

(Sign'd)       Gilb.  Laurie. 

20  February   1773. 

Sederunt.  Gilbert    Laurie,    Esqr.,    preses;     Edinbr.,    Orlando    Hart;     Aber- 

brothock,  John  Douglas;  Dumferniling,  Alexander  Hart;  Annan, 
William  Hay ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan  ;  Sanquhar,  George  Clerk ; 
Queensferry,  George  Chalmers;    Kirkwall,  Gilbert  Mason. 

Proceedings  The    which   day  the   preses   laid   before   the   annual   committee  a 

theHjien  '  letter  he  received  from  Brochill  Newburgh,  Esqr.,  secretary  to  the 
manufacture,  linen  board  of  Ireland,  in  answer  to  the  one  he  wrote  him  as  directed 
by  the  minute  of  last  sederunt,  and  wherein  he  acquaints  that  upon 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Clare,  inclosing  certain  propositions 
relative  to  the  linen  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  from 
Sir  Alexander  Gilmoi-e  and  Mr  Spotswood,  that  board  had  sent  their 
resolutions   in   regard  tbereto  to  Mr   Ellis,   their  agent   in    London,   in 
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order   to   be   communicated   to  their  friends  in   Great  Britain    as  their  Edinburgh. 

20  February 
sentiments    of    the    forsaid    propositions,    and    that    if   any    thing   new   1773. 


or    more   particular   was  to  he  proposed,  the  hoard   wou'd   take  it  into   proceedings 
r_  L       l  111  regard  to 

consideration  without  delay  how  soon  the  same  should  he  communi-  the  linen 
cated  to  them.  The  preses  likewise  laid  before  the  committee  a 
letter  he  received  from  Mr  Goldie  and  Mr  M'Viccar,  the  boroughs' 
commissioners,  dated  the  1 2th  instant,  mentioning  the  reception  they 
had  met  with  from  the  people  interested  in  the  linen  manufacture 
at  New  Castle,  Darlington,  &  Knaresborough,  who  were  all  well 
disposed  to  join  in  the  intended  application,  and  had  wrote  to  their 
members  of  parliament  in  behalf  thereof;  that  upon  geting  to  London, 
these  commissioners  had  a  meeting  with  the  principal  people  in  the 
Irish  trade,  and  were  happy  to  find  them  heartily  disposed  to  join 
in  the  proposed  measures ;  that  tho'  they  had  heard  nothing  from 
the  Manchester  people,  and  were  afraid  it  would  not  be  easy  to 
reconcile  them  and  the  Irish,  as  there  seems  to  be  a  strong  jealousie 
between  them,  yet  as  the  Irish  are  much  of  the  same  sentiments 
with  the  royal  boroughs  in  regard  to  the  plan  of  application,  and 
their  interests  (juite  simular,  they  therefore  hoped  the  Manchester 
people  will  concurr  therein  as  being  equally  advantageous  to  them  ; 
that  they,  the  commissioners,  had  likewise  waited  on  such  of  the 
members  of  parliament  for  Scotland  as  they  had  procured  letters  of 
introduction  to,  and  had  the  pleasure  to  find  them  all  exceedingly 
well  disposed,  some  of  whom  judged  the  present  a  most  ritt  time  for 
such  an  application,  while  others  seem'd  to  think  that  they,  the 
commissioners,  should  have  come  up  earlier  in  the  session,  and  which 
they  themselves  now  believed  wou'd  prove  the  chief  bar  to  the 
application,  as  a  great  deal  of  time  would  be  unavoidably  lost 
in  procuring  meetings,  accots.,  and  other  preparatory  steps  before 
any  thing  essential  can  be  done  ;  that  they  had  been  advised  to 
prepare  a  memorial  for  Lord  North  agreeable  to  the  ideas  of  all 
partys,  but  which  had  not  been  got  finished  from  the  want  of  some 
accompts    from    the    treasury    then     making    out,    but   how    soon    this 
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Edinburgh,     could     be     attained,   the    members  interested    in    behalf    of    the    Irish, 

1773.  along    with    those    for    England    and    Scotland,  were    to    waite    upon 

Proceedings     Lord    North   with   the   memorial,   till    which    meeting    was    over    thev 
in  regard  to  o  j 

the  linen  could     not    say     whither    their    journey    would    be    of    any    use,    as 

they    were    advised    by    all    their    friends    not    to    make    the    attempt 

this    session    if    Lord    North    was    adverse    to    the   application,   at   the 

same     time     they     beg'd     leave     to     assure     the      annual     committee 

nothing    should     be     wanting    on     their    part     to     bring     about     the 

desireable  end  proposed. 


Agent  to 
concurr  in  an 
application 
to  the 
treasury 
anent  the 
road  betwixt, 
Berwick  & 
Dunglas 
Bridge. 


The  same  day  the  preses  laid  before  the  committee  a  letter  he 
received  from  Mr  Robert  Fall,  one  of  the  magistrates  of  Dunbar, 
and  conveener  of  the  committee  appointed  from  the  countys  of 
Northumberland,  Durban),  Berwickshire,  and  East  Lothian,  and  the 
touns  of  Berwick,  Haddingtoun,  Dunbar,  &  North  Berwick,  mentioning 
that  for  particular  reasons  it  had  been  judged  proper  to  delay  till 
this  winter  their  application  to  the  lords  of  the  treasury  for  having 
the  road  from  the  boundarys  of  Berwick  to  Dunglas  Bridge  made  at 
the  publick  expence ;  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  above  committee  held 
at  Berwick  the  15th  of  last  month,  they  had  agreed  to  send  up  a 
new  memorial  to  the  lords  of  the  treasury  on  that  subject,  and  hoped 
the  annual  committee  in  the  same  manner  as  last  year  would  write 
to  the  boroughs'  representatives  in  parliament  beging  their  countenance 
in  support  of  the  forsaid  intended  application,  and  direct  the  borough 
agent  in  London  to  grant  them  his  concurrence  therein.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  annual  committee,  together  with  their  resolution  last 
year  on  the  same  subject,  as  contained  in  their  minutes  of  date  the 
13th  of  February  1772,  and  from  which  it  appears  the  royal  boroughs 
were  to  be  put  to  no  expence  in  the  prosecution  of  that  affair,  the 
committee  therefore  recommend  to  their  preses  to  write  the  boroughs 
representatives  in  parliament  requesting  their  countenance  and  aid 
towards  obtaining  the  above  desireable  end,  as  likewise  to  write 
Mr    Ross,    the    borough    agent    in   London,   directing   him    in    name   of 
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the    royal   boroughs   to   grant   his   concurrence   to   these   petitioners   in    Edinburgh. 
their  proposed  application,  and  to  correspond  with  Mr  Fall  thereanent.    1773. 

The   same   day   there    was   presented   and    read    in    the    committee   Petition  for 
a   petition   for  certain   merchants,   brewers,   bakers,  and  others  dealing  &ce    an'ent 
in    corn    and    meal,  representing    the    various    hardships    arising    from   coast  bonds, 
the    taking    of    coast    bonds    and    cockets    for    corn    shipt    coast   ways  delayed, 
from   one   port   of   Great  Britain  to  another,  and  obliging  the  shipers 
to  return   certificates   within   six    months   of   the  corns  being  relanded 
in  some  part  of  the  Island,  especially  during  such  times  as  corn  may 
be   lawfully    exported    upon    a    bounty ;    that    as   the   city   of   London 
and    the    coasts   of   Kent  &   Essex  got  free  of  this  oppressive   burden 
by   a   particular   statute,   and    as   there   was   now   a   bill    brought    into 
the    House  of   Commons   by    some    English   gentlemen    to    releave    the 
whole  kingdom  of  this  burden,  therefore  praying  the  annual  committee 
would  authorize  their  preses  to  write  the  boroughs'  representatives  in 
parliament     requesting    their    support    of    the    above    mentioned    bill. 
Which    being    considered    by    the    annual    committee,    they    supersede 
giving   any   deliverance   on   this   petition   till   such    time   as  a  coj:>y  of 
the  intended  bill  is  laid  before  them. 

The   same   day    there   was  presented  and  read   a  petition    from    a  A  contribu- 

committee  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  setting  improvement 

furth    the    great    inconveniencvs    arising    from    the    manner    in    which   of  the 

.  .  ,  .  .  assembly 

the    assembly     isle     is    fitted    up,    and    being    desirous    to    have    such  isle  recom- 

alterations    made    thereupon    as    that    the    members    may   be   properly  men  e  ' 

accomodated    with    seats    of    easy    access,    and    seperated    from    two 

galleries  to  be  errected  for  the  use  of  spectators,  the  general  assembly 

had   therefore   appointed  a  committee  of  their  number  to   consider  of 

some  method   by  which   these  desirable  ends  might  be  obtained  ;  that 

this    committee,  after    consulting    with    persons    of    skill    and   taste   in 

these  matters,  have  fixed  upon  a  plan  universally  approved  of,  which 

may  be    executed    for   about  £300    sterl. ;  that   this  sum   the  forsaid 

committee  are  attempting  to  raise   by  subscription,   and   as  the    royal 
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Edinburgh,     boroughs  have  right  to  send  commissioners   to   the  general  assembly, 

20  February  .   . 

1773.  the   petitioners  hoped  each  of  them  will  chearfully  contribute   towards 

A  contribu-      accomplishing     the     proposed     necessary    alteration    previous     to    the 

tion  for  .  „  l      *  J  l 

improvement   meeting    of    the    next    general    assembly,    and    therefore    praying    the 

assembly  annual    committee   would   take   such    measures  as  to  them    shall    seem 

isle  recom-       proper  for  informing  the  different  boroughs  of  this  scheme,  so  usef  all 
mended.  .      . 

in  itself  and  so  long  wished  for  by  all  concerned,  and  that  they  would 

be  further  pleased  to  recommend  the  same  to  their  attention.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  annual  committee,  and  the  preses  having 
informed  them  that  the  city  of  Edinburgh  had  not  only  approved  of 
the  proposed  alteration,  but  have  given  thirty  guineas  towards  the 
expence,  the  committee  therefore  desire  their  preses  to  write  the 
magistrates  of  all  the  different  boroughs  acquainting  them  of  the 
above  intended  usefull  improvement,  and  recommending  to  them  to 
contribute  towards  the  expence  of  carrying  the  same  into  execution 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  in  order  thereto  that  they  will  cause 
the  sums  each  of  them  shall  think  proper  to  contribute  to  be 
remitted  furthwith  to  the  Revd.  Mr  James  Brown,  minister  of  this 
city,  the  cashier  for  the  above  committee  of  the  general  assembly, 
so  as  the  forsaid  necessary  improvement  may  be  proceed  in  with- 
out delay. 


Follows  a  copy  of    the   letter  wrote  to  the  Members   of    Parliment  as 
directed  by  the  foregoing  minute. 

Sir, — As  the  great  post  road  from  London  to  Edinburgh  is  now 
all  made  and  supported  by  tolls  excepting  about  sixteen  miles  thereof, 
vizt.,  from  the  boundarys  of  the  corporation  of  Berwick  to  Dunglas 
Bridge  in  the  county  of  East  Lothian,  in  the  course  whereof  the  track 
of  the  present  road  is  over  very  steep  hills,  particularly  in  that  part 
of  it  which  is  called  the  Pass  of  the  Peas,  and  as  this  road  cannot 
be  made  by  tolls  arising  from  turnpikes,  even  with  the  addition  of 
the  statute  work,  by  reason  of  the  countrys  being  very  thinly  peopled 
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in  that  quarter,  the  countys  of  Northumberland.  Durham.  Berwickshire,  Edinburgh. 

20  February 
&    East    Lothian,   and   tonus    of    Berwick,   Haddingtown,   Dunbar,   and    1773, 

North  Berwick,  have  therefore  resolved  to  apply  to  the  lords  com- 
missioners of  his  Majesty's  treasury  to  have  this  road  made  at  the 
publick  expence,  and  which,  according  to  a  plan  and  estimate  thereof, 
will   coast  about  £4000  ster. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  annual  committee  of  the  royal  boroughs 
of  Scotland  held  here,  they  had  that  matter  under  their  consideration, 
and  being  fully  satisfied  of  the  many  advantages  that  must  arise 
from  the  carrying  into  execution  the  above  usefull  improvement, 
particularly  to  his  Majesty's  troops  in  their  march  to  and  from 
Scotland,  as  well  as  to  the  commercial  interests  of  this  country  in 
general,  they  have  therefore  desired  me  as  their  preses  to  inform 
you  of  the  forsaid  intended  application,  and  to  beg  your  countenance 
and  aid  towards  obtaining  the  above  desireable  end. — I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  &ce. 


I  !opy  letter  to  George  Ross,  Esqr. 

Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  annual  committee  of  the  royal 
boroughs,  they  had  under  their  consideration  a  petition  which  the 
countys  of  Northumberland.  Durham,  Berwickshire,  and  East  Lothian, 
&ce.,  intend  to  present  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  his  Majesty's 
treasury,  praying  that  the  great  post  road  from  the  boundarys  of 
Berwick  to  Dunglas  Bridge  may  be  made  at  the  publick  expence, 
in  respect  that  the  same  cannot  be  done  by  tolls  arising  from  turn- 
pikes, even  with  the  addition  of  the  statute  work,  by  reason  of  the 
countrys  being  very  thinly  peopled  in  that  quarter.  On  considering 
of  which,  the  annual  committee  were  fully  satisfied  of  the  many 
advantages  that  must  arise  from  the  carrying  into  execution  so 
usefull  an  improvement,  particularly  to  his  Majesty's  troops  in  their 
march  to  &  from  Scotland,  as  well  as  to  the  commercial  interests  of 
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5?^N?URGH-     this  country  in  general,  and   therefore   have  impowered  von  as  agent 

20  February      ,.,,,,, 

1773. tor  the  royal  boroughs  to  grant  your  concurrence  to  these  petitioners 

in  their  intended  application. 

This  I  make  no  doubt  you  will  comply  with,  and  at  the  same 
time  advert  to  Mr  Fall's  corresponding  with  you  on  the  above  subject. 
— I  am,  with  great  regard,  &ce. 


Copy  letter  to  the  Royal  Boroughs. 

Gentlemen, — The  general  assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland 
being  sensible  of  the  great  ineonveniencys  arising  from  tlje  manner 
in  which  the  assembly  isle  is  fitted  up,  and  being  desirous  to  have 
such  altei'ations  made  thereupon  as  that  the  members  may  be 
properly  accomodated  with  seats  of  easy  access,  and  seperated  from 
two  gallaries  to  he  errected  for  the  use  of  spectators,  have  appointed 
a  committee  of  their  number  to  consider  of  some  method  for  attaining 
this  desireable  end. 

Accordingly  the  above  committee,  after  consulting  with  persons 
of  skill  and  taste  in  matters  of  that  kind,  have  fixed  upon  a 
plan  universally  approved  of,  which  may  be  executed  for  about 
£300  ster. 

This  sum  they  are  endeavouring  to  raise  by  subscription,  and 
as  the  royal  boroughs  have  right  to  send  commissioners  to  the  general 
assembly,  they  therefore  hope  each  of  them  will  chearfully  contribute 
towards  accomplishing  the  forsaid  necessary  alteration  previous  to 
the  meeting  of  the  next  general  assembly. 

This  their  request  they  laid  before  the  annual  committee  at 
their  last  meeting,  who,  in  order  to  forward  so  usefull  an  improvement, 
have  directed  me  as  their  preses  to  acquaint  j'ou  thereof ;  and  as  the 
city  of  Edinburgh  have  not  only  authorized  the  said  repair  to  be 
made,  but  have  given  thirty  guineas  towards  the  expence,  the  annual 
committee  do  therefore  recommend  it   to  you  to  contribute  what  you 
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think    proper    for    your    burgh   to    this    useful]    scheme,    and    to  remitt    Edinburgh. 

.  20  February 

such    your    contribution    as    soon    as    possible  to  the    Revd.  Mr  James  1773. 


Brown,    minister   of   this  city,    and   cashier  appointed    by    the    forsaid 
committee  of  the  general  assembly. 

Your  intentions  in  regard  to  this  matter  you'l  please  signifie  to 
me  as  earlie  as  you  can,  so  as  the  proposed  alteration  may  be  carryed 
into  execution   without  delay. — I  am,  with  great  respect,  &ce. 

19  March   1773. 

Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  preeses ;  Edinburgh,  Charles  Wright ;  Brunt-  Sederunt, 
island,    James    Stuart ;      Wigton,    William     Campbel  ;     Inverkeithing, 
Sebastian    Swinton  ;    Dumfermline,  Alexander  Hart :     Whithorn,  John 
M'Gowan  ;  Annan,  William  Hay. 

The     which     day    the    preeses    laid    before    the    committee    three  Proceedings 

letters    he    received    from    Messrs    George    Goldie   and    Niell    M'Viccar,  missioners  & 

of    dates    the    25th    of    February    and    2d    and    11th    current,    in    the  application 

J  to  parhamt. 

first   whereof  they  inform  of  their  having  devised  a  plan  of  applica-  anent  the 

tion  in  which  the  English  and  Irish  seem  to  be  agreed,  and  incloseing  facture 

an   abreviate   thereof,  whereby  they  were   to   ask    two   additional   five  approven. 

per  cent,   subsidies  to  be  granted  on  the  present  rates  of  all  foreign 

linnens    imported    not    to    be    drawn    back    on    exportation  ;    that    the 

drawbacks  on  exportation  of  foreign  linnen  printed  or  painted  should 

be  retained,   and  that  foreign  damasks  &  diapers  be  subjected  to  the 

same   duties    as   those    from    Holland  ;    that    they,   the    commissioners, 

had    been   introduced   by  Mr   Dundas  and  Mr  Oswald  to  Lord  North, 

when    they    delivered    his    letter   with    a    copy    of    the    memorial,  and 

after    a    long    conversation    on    the    subject    thereof,    they    could    not 

flatter  themselves  so   far  as    to   say  that  they   found   him  altogether 

friendly  to  the  application,  as  he  seemed  to  think  the  business  could 

not    be    overtaken    this    session,    and    therefore    wished    it    might    be 

delayed  till   the   beginning   of   the   next,   but  that   upon   representing 
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Edinburgh. 
19  March 

1773. 

Proceedings 
of  the  com- 
missioners & 
application 
to  parliamt. 
anent  the 
linen  manu- 
facture 
approven. 


the  deplorable  state  of  the  trade,  he  at  last  promised  to  lay  the 
memorial  before  the  treasury ;  in  consequence  whereof  a  meeting  of 
a  great  many  members  for  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  was  to 
be  held  in  order  to  consider  fully  of  the  matter,  and  whither  it  would 
be  prudent  to  attempt  or  delay  the  application,  but  in  the  meantime 
it  was  desired  that  an  application  in  name  of  the  boroughs  should  be 
sent  up  expressing  in  strong  terms  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  aid 
in  favours  of  the  linnen  manufacture.  In  the  other  two  letters  these 
commissioners  acquaint  that  the  abovementioned  meeting  having 
been  put  oft'  till  the  arival  of  some  gentlemen  from  .Manchester,  they 
therefoi'e  upon  their  comeing  to  town  had  several  meetings  with  them, 
and  after  much  argueing  on  the  subject,  these  gentlemen  had  no 
objections  to  the  propositions  that  had  been  laid  down,  but  insisted 
that  another  should  be  added,  vizt.,  to  extend  the  bounty  to  cottons 
and  checks,  without  which  the}'  were  determined  to  oppose 
the  other,  but  to  which  the}',  the  commissioners,  could  by  no 
means  assent,  as  the  Irish  gentlemen  in  their  turn  declared  that  they 
would  oppose  it,  and  they  were  even  assured  by  the  members  for 
Scotland  that  government  wou'd  never  listen  to  an  application  if 
further  bountys  were  to  be  asked,  so  that  in  refuseing  to  add  the 
Manchester  proposition  they  were  once  apprehensive  that  this 
difference  might  have  perhaps  cooled  many  friends,  and  proved  an 
argument  for  delaying  the  application  which  they,  the  commissioners, 
had  been  at  great  pains  to  prevent ;  and  had  the  pleasure  to  inform 
that  at  a  very  respectible  meeting  held  that  day,  being  the  11th,  the 
abovementioned  propositions  were  taken  into  consideration,  and  after 
a  very  warm  debate,  occasioned  by  the  members  for  Lancashire  their 
insisting  to  have  the  Manchester  proposition  added,  the  meeting 
unanimously  resolved  that  a  committee  of  their  number  should  wait 
on  Lord  North  and  inform  him  of  the  necessity  of  taking  the 
linnen  affairs  of  Great  Brittain  &  Ireland  under  immediate  con- 
sideration,   and    to    lay     before    his    lordship     these    propositions,    as 
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approved    of    at    that    meeting,    and   to    acquaint   him    that  a   motion   Edinburgh. 

was   to   be    made    in    the    House   of    Commons   the   day   after    waiting    i'-~-il 

on    him    to    the     above    purpose,    so    that    from    the   zeal    with    which    Proceedings 
.  »  ,,         ,  ii-  •     •  °f  t,'ie  (:om- 

the     meeting    followed    out    the      business    they,     the     commissioners,  missionersft 

had    every     other    thing    to     hope,    and     were     in     expectation     that  jM'P  K'!ltu>11 

neither    the   public   money   nor   their    time    would   be   entirely   thrown  anentthe 

away,   but   as   petitions   from   five   different    countys    in    England    had  facture 

been   already   sent   up,   it   was   wished   that   the  one  for  the  boroughs  aPP10ven- 

should    be    transmitted    as    soon    as    possible,    and    that    as    they,    the 

commissioners,  had  now  the   prospect   of   staying  in  London  for  some 

time,   they  therefore   hoped   the   annual    committee   would   order   them 

a   credit   in    London   for  defraying    their    expence.       All    which    being 

read    and    considered    by    the    annual    committee,    they    unanimously 

approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  above  commissioners ;  and  the  draught 

of    a    petition    to    parliament    in    regard    to    the    present   state   of   the 

linen  manufacture  having  also  been  presented  and  read,  the  committee 

likewise    approve    thereof,    and    authorize   the   preses   in   name   of   the 

boroughs  to  sign  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  above  commissioners, 

and    at    the    same    time    to    inform    them    that    in    case    the    foresaid 

petition    shall    be   thought    any   ways    improper,    that    they  may   sign 

and    present   a    proper    one ;    and    further,    the    annual   committee,   in 

virtue  of  the  conventional  powers  vested    in   them    by    the    19th    act 

of  the  last  convention,  do  hereby  authorize  and  impower  their  agent  Agent 

to  furnish  the  above  commissioners  with  a  credit  on  London  for  the   ge^  Messrs 

sum  of  two   hundred   pounds  sterl.,  and    to  charge    the  same  or  such  tJoldie  & 

-         .  c    M' Vicar  a 

part    thereof    as    they    shall    value    upon    him    for    in    consequence    of  credit  for 

said  credit  in  his  next  accot.  to  the  boroughs,  for  doing  whereof  these 

presents    together    with   these   gentlemen's    draughts    or   receipts    shall 

be  to  him   a   sufficient   warrant ;    at   the   same    time    they   recommend 

to    these    gentlemen    to    be    as    frugal    of    the    public    money    as    they 

possibly  can,  consistent  with  the   nature  and  duty  of  the  service  they 

are  engaged  in. 

2  D 
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Edinburgh.      Follows  the  copy  of  the  petition  mentioned  in  the  forgoing  minute. 

19  March 
1773. 

To    the    Honble.     the     Commons    of    Great    Britain    in    Parliament 

assembled,    the    Petition   of    the    General    Convention    of    the 

Royal  Boroughs  of  Scotland. 

Humbly  sheweth, — 

That  the  vast  importance  of  the  linnen  manufacture  to  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  which  is  the  principal  staple  of  this  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  can  only  be  estimated  from  the  immence 
quantitys  annually  consumed,  and  the  amazeing  number  of  hands 
which  depend  on  this  manufacture  for  their  daily  support. 

That  unhappily  for  these  kingdoms  the  above  important  manu- 
facture has  for  a  number  of  years  past  been  greatly  upon  the  decline, 
and  at  present  is  reduced  to  the  lowest  ebb  of  distress,  in  so  much 
that  many  of  the  principal  manufacturers  have  been  oblidged  to 
abandon  the  linen  trade,  while  others  who  carried  it  on  extensively 
do  now  retain  a  few  hands  in  that  employ,  in  hopes  that  government 
will  devise  some  salutary  means  for  the  preservation  of  so  valuable 
a  branch  of  our  commerce. 

That  owing  to  this  distressed  state  of  the  linnen  trade,  many 
thousands  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  are  thrown  destitute  who  formerly 
drew  their  support  from  this  manufacture,  the  effect  whereof  has 
been  already  felt  from  the  remarkable  disorders  dayly  produced  in 
the  country  through  such  a  vast  number  of  hands  being  out  of 
employ,  and  there  is  reason  to  fear  if  some  effectual  remedy  be  not 
speedily  provided  this  valuable  branch  will  be  totally  lost,  the 
consequences  whereof  must  prove  ruinous  to  the  manufacturers, 
diminish  the  national  stock  of  cash  by  payments  for  foreign  linnen, 
and  thro'  the  decrease  of  people  even  considerably  affect  the  strength 
of  these  kingdoms,  as  well  as  the  landed  interest  itself. 

That  the  principal  cause  of  this  decline  chiefly  arises  from  the 
vast   importation   of   foreign   linnen   which   ever  since    the    late    peace 
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has    annually    increased,    but    of   late   years   so   rapidly   as   to   forebod   Edinburgh. 

1!)  March 

nothing  but  ruin  and  destruction  to  the  home  manufacture,  and  as  1773. 
this  importation  proceeo!s  from  the  cheapness  of  labour  in  those 
countrys  where  the  linens  are  made,  as  well  as  the  low  dutys  paid 
upon  them  at  importation,  by  these  means  foreign  linnens  are 
brought  to  mercate  at  a  much  lower  rate  than  the  home  manufacture, 
altho'  these  last,  within  the  foresaid  period,  have  fallen  very  consider- 
ably in  the  price. 

That  as  the  dutys  on  foreign  linnens  have  undergone  but  little 
alteration  and  the  rates  almost  none  since  the  12th  of  Charles  2d 
fixing  these  rates,  notwithstanding  there  is  now  no  proportion  'twixt 
the  value  of  the  linens  thereby  imported  and  these  rates,  it  is 
therefore  most  humbly  proposed  and  requeasted  as  the  only  means 
for  releaving  the  home  manufacture  from  its  present  distressed  and 
languishing  state  and  for  establishing  it  on  a  more  permanent  footing, 
so  as  in  time  to  reserve  to  the  nation  such  a  capital  sum  as  is  now 
annually  expended  by  us  for  foreign  linnen,  that  parliament  will  be 
pleased  to  regulate  and  lay  such  additional  dutys  on  the  importation 
of  all  foreign  linens  as  will  sufficiently  compensate  for  the  difference 
'twixt  the  price  of  labour  abroad  and  the  price  of  labour  in  these 
kingdoms,  now  vastly  increased,  and  to  grant  such  other  relief  towards 
remedying  the  evils  complained  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  House  shall 
seem  proper. 

May  it  therefore  please  the  honourable  House 
to  take  the  premisses  into  their  consideration, 
and  to  grant  such  relief  therein  as  to  them 
in  their  great  wisdom  shall  seem  meet,  and 
the  petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 

Edinr.,  19  March   1773. 
Signed   in   name  &  by  appoint- 
ment   of    the    royal    boroughs 
of  Scotland  by  (Signed)       Gilb.  Laurie,  preeses. 
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Edinburgh.  Copy  letter  from  the  preeses  to  Messrs  M'Viccar  and 

19  March  Goldie,  commissioners. 

1/73. ' 

Gentlemen, — I  was  favoured  with  your  letters  of  the  25th  ultimo 
and  2d  and  11th  current,  all  which  I  laid  before  a  meeting  of  the 
annual  committee  held  here  yesterday,  who  on  considering  thereof 
have  desired  me,  their  preeses,  to  signify  their  unanimous  approbation 
of  your  conduct  in  regard  to  that  affair,  and  to  send  you  the  inclosed 
petition  for  the  royal  boroughs,  with  this  instruction,  that  if  any 
thing  in  that  petition  shall  appear  to  be  improper,  you,  the  commis- 
sioners, will  in  their  name  and  behalf  sign  and  present  a  proper 
to  the  House  of  Commons. 

I  have  likewise  to  acquaint  that  the  annual  committee  have 
authorized  and  impowered  their  agent  to  furnish  you  with  a  credit 
in  London  to  the  extent  of  £200  ster.,  in  regard  to  which  he  will 
more  particularly  write  you,  only  the  boi'oughs  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend it  to  you  to  be  as  frugal  of  the  public  money  as  you  possibly 
can,  consistent  with  the  nature  &  the  duty  of  the  service  you  are 
engaged  in. 

By  last  post  I  have  likewise  received  your  other  letter  of  the 
15th,  but  as  it  came  to  hand  posterior  to  the  above  meeting,  I  must 
defer  entering  on  the  subject  thereof  till  such  time  as  I  have  an 
opportunity  of  laying  it  before  them,  and  that  we  hear  further 
from  you. — I  am,  with  great  regard,  gentlemen,  your  most  hum. 
servt., 

(Sign'd)  Gilb.  Laurie,  preses. 

5  July   1773. 

[Sederunt.  Agent  authorized  to  take  credit  for  £101,  15s.  issued 
to  Messrs  Goldie  &  Macvicar.] 
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General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 

13   July    1773.  Edinburgh. 

13  July  1773. 

Edinburgh,  Charles  Wright  &  Thomas  Herriot,  comrs.,  &  James  Sederunt. 
Stoddart  &  Thos.  Cleland,  assrs.  ;  Perth,  William  Stewart,  comr.,  John 
Stewart,  assr. ;  Dundee,  Patrick  Maxwell,  comr.,  Richard  Neilson,  assr. ; 
Aberdeen,  James  Jopp,  comr.,  George  Shand,  assr.  ;  Stirling,  Nicol 
Bryce,  comr.,  John  Burn,  assr.  ;  Linlithgow,  Henry  Gillies,  comr., 
James  Taylor,  assr.  ;  St  Andrews,  George  Forrest,  comr.,  Thos. 
Lindsay,  assr. ;  Glasgow,  Arthur  Connell,  comr.,  Collin  Dunlop,  assr. ; 
Air,  David  Ferguson,  comr.,  John  Hunter,  assr. ;  Haddingtoun,  James 
Dudgeon,  comr.,  Robert  Burton,  assr. ;  Dysert,  John  Whyte,  comr., 
James  Reddie,  assr. ;  Kirkcaldie,  George  Drysdale,  comr.,  Thomas 
Mackie,  assr. ;  Montrose,  James  Bisset,  comr.,  James  Low,  assr. ; 
Coupar,  John  Baxter,  comr.,  Geoige  Tod,  assr. ;  Anstr.  Easter,  James 
Johnston,  comr.,  Jas.  Black,  assr. ;  Dumfries,  Robert  Maxwell,  comr., 
Andw.  Crosbie,  assr. ;  Inverness,  Phineas  M'Intosh,  comr.,  John  Fraser, 
assr. ;  Bruntisland,  Samuel  Charters,  comr.,  Jas.  Stuart,  assr. ;  Inver- 
kiething,  Sebastian  Swinton,  comr.,  Win.  Walker,  assr. ;  Kinghorn, 
Robert  Hamilton,  comr.,  Alexr.  Alison,  assr. ;  Brechin,  John  Molison, 
comr.,  Walter  Biggar,  assr.  ;  Irvine,  Charles  Hamilton,  comr. ;  Kirk- 
cudbright, Alexr.  Gordon,  comr.,  the  Honble.  Alexr.  Gordon,  assr. ; 
Pittenweem,  James  Nairn,  comr.,  Gavin  Hogg,  assr.  ;  Dumfermling, 
Alexr.  Hart,  comr.,  George  Goldie,  assr. ;  Anstr.  Wester,  Jas.  Kyd, 
comr.,  Philip  Anstruther,  assr. ;  Selkirk,  Michael  Broad,  comr.,  George 
Currie,  advocate,  assr. ;  Renfrew,  John  Paterson,  comr.,  John  Barr, 
assr.  ;  Dunbar,  Robt.  Fall,  comr.,  Willm.  Knox,  assr. ;  Lanerk,  William 
Inglis,  comr.,  Willm.  Wilson,  assr.  ;  Aberbrothock,  Alexr.  Kieth,  comr,, 
Jas.  Sturrock,  assr. ;    Elgin,  Mr  Cosmo  Gordon,  comr. ;    Peebles,  Walter 
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EDINBURGH. 
13  July  1773. 

Sederunt. 


Preses 
chosen. 


Receiver 
general, 
his  report 
presented. 
Clerks  to 
intimate  to 
the  secre- 
tarys  for 
the  trustees 
to  be  more 
regular  in 
laying  their 
report  before 
the  conven- 
tion. 


Ritchie,  comr.j  Willra.  Kerr,  assr. ;  Crail,  George  Hall,  comr.,  Willm. 
Chalmers,  assr. ;  Tain,  David  Ross,  comr.,  Thos.  Manson,  assr. ;  Culross, 
James  Johnston,  comr.,  Robt.  Halkerston,  assr. ;  Banff,  James  Shand, 
comr.,  Alexr.  Dirom,  assr. ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan,  comr. ;  Forfar, 
John  Ogilvie,  comr.  ;  Rothsay,  Duncan  M'Millan,  comr.,  Jas.  Stirling, 
assr. ;  Forres,  Lachlan  Grant,  comr. ;  North  Berwick,  Wm.  Swinton, 
comr.,  Ai-chd.  Lauder,  assr. ;  Lauder,  Andrew  Edmonstone,  comr.  ; 
Kilrenny,  Alexr.  Reid,  comr.,  Willm.  Alexander,  assr. ;  Annan,  James 
Currie,  comr.,  William  Hay,  assr. ;  Lochmaben,  William  Hoggan,  comr., 
John  Bell,  assr. ;  Sanquhar,  George  Clerk,  comr.  ;  New  Galloway,  John 
Syme,  writer  to  the  signet,  comr. ;  Queensferry,  Archd.  Stewart,  comr., 
George  Chalmers,  assr. ;  Inverury,  Mr  James  Ferguson,  comr. ;  Inver- 
bervie, Thos.  Christie,  comr.,  Jas.  Smith,  assr. ;  Campbelltoun,  Alexr. 
Murray,  advocate,  comr. ;  (fourteen  burrows  blank). 

1.  The  which  day  the  convention  unanimously  elect  Gilbert 
Laurie,  Esqr.,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preses  during 
the  sitting  of  the  convention,  who  accepted  of  the  office  and  gave 
his  oath  de  fideli,  he  being  formerly  qualified  to  his  Majesty  King 
George  the  Third  by  taking  the  oath  of  allegeance  and  abjuration, 
and  signing  the  same  with  the  assurance. 

[2.  2d  article  of  missive  read.  3.  Committee  to  revise  the 
commissions.      4.    Commissions  approven.      5.    Act,  1749,  read.] 

6.  The  same  day  George  Innes,  deputy  receiver  general,  gave  in 
an  account  of  the  payments  made  in  consequence  of  the  trustees' 
orders  from  the  25th  of  December  1771  to  the  25th  of  December 
1772,  which  was  ordered  to  lye  upon  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the 
members. 

7.  The  same  day  it  was  observed  that  the  copy  of  the  report 
from  the  honble.  commissioners  for  fisheiys  and  manufactures  made 
annually  to  his  Majesty  at  Christmas  was  not  regularly  laid  before 
the  convention  and  their  annual  committee  as  the  law  directs,  there- 
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fore  they  appoint  their  clerks  to  notify  this  omission  to  the  secretary   Edinburgh. 
or    secretarys    of    the    board    of    trustees    in    order    to    prevent    such   - 
omissions  in  time  coming. 

[8.  Act,  1757,  read.  9.  Proceedings  of  the  annual  committee 
approven.  10.  Agent's  accots.  of  unfree  trade,  &ce.,  presented  and 
remitt  to  a  committee.       11.    Commissions  approven.] 

12.  The    same    day    there    was    presented    to    the    convention    a  Report  of 
report    of    Messrs    George    Goldie    and    Niel    M'Viccar,    commissioners  ^^ffc 
appointed    by    the    royal    boroughs    to    sollicit    the    aid    of    parliament  M 'Vicar 
for  the   linen    manufacture.       Which    being   read,   with   two  letters   on   committee, 
that    subject,    one    from    Thomas    Dundas,    Esqr.,   and    the   other   from 
Mr   Dempster,   the   convention   considering   this   affair   to   be   a   matter 
of  very  great  importance  to  the  state  of  boroughs,  do  remitt  the  same 
with    the    said    letters    to    a    committee    of    the    whole   house   to  meet 
to-morrow   at  half  an   hour  past  ten  in  the  forenoon,   and  to  report ; 
and    further    remitt    to    the    said    committee     a   motion    made  by  the 
commissioner    from     Dumfermline    for    appointing    commissionei's    of 
new    to    repair    timeously  to    London   in    order   to   sollicit   that   affair, 
and    giving  power   to   the   annual    committee   to   issue   out   such   sums 
as  may  appear  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  same. 

[13.  Report  anent  Kinghorn  remitt  to  a  committee.  14.  Report 
anent  Dumfries  remitt  to  a  committee.  15.  Report  anent  Peterhead 
harbour  remitt  to  a  committee.      16.  Heads  of  the  missive  continued.] 


Edinburgh,  14  July   1773. 

[17.  Commissioner  qualified.  18.  Commissions  approven.  19. 
Report  on  the  agent's  accots.  of  unfree  trade  approven.  20.  Report 
on  the  agent's  accots.  of  missive  dues  &  list  of  arrears  approven. 
Horning  agt.  deficients.  21.  Report  on  the  agent's  accot.  of  money 
recovered  from  the  trustees  approven.] 
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Edinburgh. 

1 4, July  1773. 
Report  on 
the  state  of 
the  linen 
manufacture 
&  the  pro- 
ceedings of 
Messrs 
Goldie  & 
Macvicar 
approven. 


22.  The  same  day  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  to  whom 
the  report  of  Messrs  Goldie  and  M'Vicar  was  remitted,  reported  that 
they  having  considered  the  same  with  the  letters  on  that  subject 
from  other  members  of  parliament  as  well  as  Mr  Dundas  & 
Mr  Dempster,  and  heard  Mr  Crosbie,  who  was  in  London  at  the 
time,  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  Messrs  Goldie  and  Macvicar 
have  executed  the  commission  in  solliciting  aid  and  relief  for  the 
linen  trade  with  great  propriety  &  ability,  that  the  sum  of  actual 
disbursements  is  properly  laid  out,  and  that  the  commissioners  well 
merit  the  thanks  of  the  convention  and  to  be  suitably  rewarded  ;  and 
further,  that  the  continued  distress  of  the  linen  trade  is  such  as 
renders  it  absolutely  necessary  to  follow  furth  every  measure  for 
relief,  and  to  prosecute  the  application  to  parliament  for  having 
the  additional  dutys  laid  on  all  foreign  linens  imported,  and  for 
obtaining  the  other  propositions  mentioned  in  the  report  or  whatever 
relief  can  be  had ;  that  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  are  highly 
interested  in  this  matter,  and  therefore  that  the  convention  should 
of  new  appoint  Messrs  Goldie  and  Macvicar  to  go  to  London  in  proper 
time  before  next  meeting  of  parliament,  taking  a  necessary  course 
through  England  in  their  way,  and  prosecute  their  former  solicitations 
for  aid  and  relief  to  the  linen  trade,  and  that  the  expences  of  this 
application  and  carrying  the  necessary  law  through  parliament  should 
so  far  as  concerns  Scotland  be  defrayed  by  the  royal  boroughs ;  that 
there  is  still  in  the  agent's  hands  about  four  hundred  and  sixty 
pounds  unexpended  of  the  sum  paid  in  by  the  board  of  trustees, 
to  which  if  live  hundred  pounds  is  added  by  an  assessment  on  next 
year's  missive  dues,  this  will  be  fully  sufficient  for  answering  the 
expence,  and  that  the  annual  committee  should  be  authorized  to 
issue  the  necessary  sums  from  time  to  time  as  they  shall  see  cause ; 
and  that  it  should  be  recommended  to  the  preses  to  write  to  the 
linen  board  of  Ireland  requesting  their  concurrence  and  that  they 
will  bear  the  half  of  the  parliamentary  expence,  and  that  the 
manufacturing    countys    and    touns    in    England     should     be    apply'd 
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to     for     their     concurrence    and     assistance ;     and     further,     that     the   Edinburgh. 

board  of   trustees    for    fisherys    and    manufactures   and    commissioners  R^rt"0n  ' 

on    the    annexed    estates    should    likewise    he   applyed    to   for   aid   and   the  state  of 

rl   J  the  linen 

assistance,   and   tor   relief   or  reimbursement  ot  the  expence  that  may   manufacture 

be  laid  out  in  consequence  of  this  resolution  of  the  convention  ;  and  ceetjfn^°0f 

lastly,  that  the  annual  committee  should  be  vested  with  conventional   Messrs 

,,.,..  t  ....  ,.    Goldie  <fc 

powers   tor   carrying   thorough    this  affair,  and  particularly  m  case   or   Macvicar 

the  indisposition  of  either  Mr  Goldie  or  Mr  Macvicar,  or  other  cause  aPProven- 

to  prevent  them,  to    name  another    commissioner  or  commissioners  in 

their  room  ;  and  the  committee  were  further  of  opinion  that  it  should 

be    recommended    to    the   preses    to  write  letters  of  sincere  thanks   to 

the  noblemen   and  gentlemen  mentioned  in  the  report,  and  to  beg  the 

continuance    of    their   favour    and    support.       Which    being   considered   Messrs 

by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report,  and  did  and  hereby  jjj<v"iccar 

do  of  new  commission  and  appoint  the    said    George  Goldie   and    Neil  again 

■it--  t  i     •  e  appointed 

M' Vicar    to    repair  to   London,   and    in    name    ot    the    royal    boroughs  comrs.  for  the 

prosecute  the  application  to  parliament  for  aid  and  relief  to  the  linen       j°?£g 

trade   as  proposed  in   the    report ;   and  resolve   and   agree  that   a   sum  annual  com- 

not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  over   and  above  the   four  jssue  the 

hundred    and   sixty   pounds   mentioned    in   the   report,   be   allowed    for  necessary 
»     *  L  expence. 

defraying  the  expence,  to  be  issued  by  the  annual  committee  from 
time  to  time  as  they  shall  see  cause,  and  authorize  the  agent  to 
charge  the  annual  missive  accordingly  ;  and  reniitt  to  the  said  annual 
committee,  with  conventional  powers  for  that  purpose  and  the  other 
purposes  in  the  report ;  and  recommend  to  the  preses  to  write  the 
several  letters  of  application  and  thanks  therein  mentioned  ;  thereafter 
the  preses,  at  the  desire  and  in  name  of  the  convention,  returned  their 
most  hearty  thanks  to  Messrs  Goldie  and  M'Viccar  for  their  great 
care  and  assiduity  in  this  affair. 

23.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  application  by 
the  toun  of  Dumfries  with  the  report  of  the  adjacent  boroughs  there- 
anent  was  remitted,   reported   that   they    having    considered   the   same 
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Edinburgh,  were    unanimously   of    opinion   that    the   convention    should    authorize 

4.o-'ent  to  ^ne  agent  to  pay  the  burgh  of  Dumfries  a  sum  equal  to  one  half  of 

releave  the  their  land  tax  while  their  trade   continues   in   its   present   low  condi- 

Dumfries  of  tion,  no   new   proof   being   expected  from  the   burgh   of    its    situation. 

their  cess  &  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  thereof,  and 

to  charge  the  authorize  the  agent  to  charge  the  same  on  the  missive  accordingly, 
same  on  the 

missive.  24.  The  same   day  the  committee  to  whom  the  application  from 

releave  °         the  burgh  of  Kinghorn  with   the   report   from   the   adjacent  boroughs 
Kinghorn  of     was    remitted,    reported    that    they   having   considered   the   same   were 

a  third  of  .    .  l  J ,  & 

their  cess  &      of  opinion    that    the    convention,   in    regard    of    the    decayed    state    of 

same'onthe6  ^he   toun,  should   authorize   the   agent  to  pay  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn 

missive.  a   iSum    equal    to   one   third    of   their    land   tax    while   the   present  tax 

roll    continues.       Which    being    considered    by    the    convention,    they 

approve   thereof,   and  authorize  the   agent   to  charge  the  same  on  the 

missive  accordingly. 

Agent  to  pay  25.  The    same    day    the   committee   to   whom   the   application   for 

fo^their"         ^he   harbour   of   Peterhead   with    the   report  and   plan   thereanent  was 
harbour  £500  remitted,     reported     that     they     having     considered     the     same     with 

in  three  equal  .  .... 

paymts.  Mr    omeaton  s     letter    on    the    subject    were    unanimously    oi    opinion 

that  the  improvement  of  that  harbour  is  a  work  of  national  utility 
and  well  worthy  the  encouragement  of  all  the  royal  boroughs,  and 
therefore  that  the  convention  should  grant  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  sterling  to  be  applyed  for  making  the  improvements  specified 
in  the  plan,  report,  and  letter,  payable  in  three  years  by  equal  portions, 
upon  its  being  reported  by  Aberdeen  and  Banff  from  time  to  time 
to  the  annual  committee  that  the  money  will  be  properly  laid  out. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the 
same,  and  authorize  the  agent  to  charge  the  same  on  the  missive 
and  to  make  payment  accordingly. 

Report  anent  26.  The    same   day   there    was    read    in  the  convention  a  report 

Irving  for  rf  x 

their  from    the    buighs    of    Ayr    and    Renfrew    respecting    the   state   of   the 

harbour  of  the  burgh  of  Irvine,  bearing  that  they  had  met  at  Irvine 
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in  consequence  of  a  rernitt  of  the  last  convention,  and  having  visited   Edinburgh. 
and  carefully   surveyed  the  state  of  the   harbour   of   that    burgh,   and   Re!,or't  anent 
also  enquired  into  the  facts  set  furth  in  their  petition,  were  of  opinion  Irving  for 

1  .  .  their 

and  reported  to  the  convention  that  notwithstanding  of  the  great  harbour, 
and  expensive  operations  that  had  been  lately  done  on  said  harbour 
with  the  assistance  of  the  convention's  bounty,  which  appeared  to 
them  to  have  been  laid  out  and  executed  in  a  judicious  manner,  yet 
a  very  great  expence  would  still  be  necessary,  not  only  for  finishing 
the  repairs  thereof,  but  also  for  rendering  permanent  what  had  been 
done  ;  that  from  the  decayed  state  of  trade  in  that  place,  they 
were  of  opinion  the  toun  itself  could  not  be  able  to  compleat  such 
works,  and  in  general  that  the  facts  sett  furth  in  the  said  petition 
seem'd  to  them  to  be  well  founded,  and  therefore  that  it  was  a  matter 
highly  deserving  the  countenance  and  aid  of  the  royal  boroughs  ;  which 
report  the  convention  order  to  lye  upon  the  table  till  their  next 
sederunt. 

27.  The   same    day    the    convention    having    taken    under    their  Annual 

*  committee  to 

consideration     how     much    the     royal     boroughs    have     been    of    late   prepare  an 

burthened    by   the   considerable    sums   they    have  contributed    for    the  °ng^lture 

building  and   repairing  of  bridges  and   harbours   in  different  parts    of  contributing 
j  ...    ,       ,,  f  •  i    ,     •  •  to  harbours. 

Scotland,   renntt  to   the   annual  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a 

proper  overture  against   next    convention    for  preventing  this  in  time 

coming. 

[28.  Report  anent  Jedburgh  remitt  to  a  committee.  29.  Tax  roll 
continued.  30.  Agent  to  pay  John  Forbes  £10.  31.  Establishing 
continued.] 

Edinburgh,  15  July  1773. 

32.  The  which  day  the  convention  having  resumed  the  consider-   Agent  to  pay 
^  °  Irvine  tor 

ation    of   the   report  relative  to  the  state  of  the  harbour  of  the   burgh  their  harbour 

of  Irvine,  which   last  sederunt  was    appointed    to  lye  upon  the   table, 

do  agree  to  give  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  be  applied 
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Edinburgh,     for  compleating  the  said  harbour,  in  full  of  all  further  aid  from   the 

■ '   convention,   and  authorize  the  agent  to  pay  the  same  and  charge  it 

upon  the  annual  missive. 

Agent  to  pay  33.  The   same  day   the    committee   to   whom   the    report   of    the 

this  year     °r  state  of   the   burgh   of  Jedburgh   was   remitted,  reported   that  having 
£3°-  considered  the  said  remit,  they  were  of  opinion  the  convention  should 

authorize  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  the  sum  of 
thirty  pound  sterl.  for  their  relief  for1  the  present  year,  and  to 
charge  the  same  upon  the  missive.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  approve  of  the  report,  and  appoint  the  agent  to 
pay  the  same  accordingly. 

[34.    Commission   approven.       35.    Report   by    the   clerks   of  their 
having  made  intimation  to  the  secretarys  for  the  trustees.] 

Annual  36.  The    same    day    Mr    Williamson,   one   of    the    conjunct    clerks 

committee  to  ^Q    jjie    rovai    boroughs,    represented    that    some    time    ago    the    Revd. 

consider  a  ...  . 

performance     Mr   Yair,    minister    of    the    Gospel    at    Campvere,    transmitted   to   him 

in  regard  to     an   accot.    of    the    Scots  trade  in  the  Netherlands  and  the  staple  port 
the  staple,        ()f  Campvere,  containing  a  translation  from  the  Dutch  and  Old  French 

and  to  report  x  ° 

how  it  should  of  all  the  grants  made  by  the  Counts  of  Flanders  in  favours  of  the 
of       p  traders  of  Scotland,  and  a  variety  of  remarks  on  the  staple  contract, 

and  other  matters  that  may  be  deemed  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
royal  boroughs  to  whom  this  performance  is  dedicated,  and  moved 
the  convention  that  they  would  remit  the  same  to  their  annual 
committee,  and  they  to  report  to  the  next  convention  their  opinion 
how  this  performance  should  be  disposed  of.  Which  being  considered 
by  the  convention,  they  remit  the  same  to  their  annual  committee, 
and  recommend  to  them  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  next  convention. 

Petition  for  37.  The  same  day  the  convention   having  heard  a  petition  from 

foVakl"'6      ^ne  burgh  of  Inverbervie,  mentioning  several  charters  from  the  Crown 

refused.  in  favour  of  the  burgh,  particularly  those  relating  to  the  haill  fishings 

as  well   white  as  red   on  the  shore  and  in  the  water  of  Bervie,   that 
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notwithstanding    the    burgh    has   been    in   the  exclusive    possession    of  Edinburgh. 
these  fishings  past  memory,  yet  the  Vicount  of  Arbuthnot,  pretending  Petition  for 

an  exclusive  right  to  the  salmond  fishing  on  the  said  shore  and  water,  Inverbervie 

^  ,  ° .  for  aid 

has    execute  a  summonds  against  the  petitioners,  and    is    insisting    in   refused. 

a  declarator  before  the  lords ;  that  such  is  the  situation  of  the  borough, 

whose  revenues  and  public    funds  do  not  exceed  £1G    sterl.  annually, 

that    without  the  aid  of  the  boroughs   they  will   be   subjected   to  the 

greatest    hardships    and     inconveniencys,    and    therefore    praying    the 

boroughs  to  bestow  on  them  such  sum  as  in  their  wisdom  they  shall 

judge  reasonable  for  their  assistance,  so  as  the  right  of  their  fishings 

may  not  be  lost  for  want  of  funds  to   carry  on  their  defence.     Which 

being  considered    by    the    convention,    they    refuse    the    desire    of    the 

petition,   being  unanimously  of    opinion  that    they    have    no   funds  to 

carry  on  lawsuits. 

38.  The  same  day   the  assessor  for  Queensferry  represented  that  Annual 

at  present  there  was  an  universal  complaint  from  all  parts  of  Scotland  appiy  for 

of    new   and   great  exactions   by   custome    house   officers    to    the    very  redress  wt. 

„  respect  to 

great   hinderance   and    hurt    of    trade,    that    they    exacted    bonds    and  coast  bonds 

cocquets  for  almost  every  small  parcel  of  foreign  goods  sent  coastways,  a,ui°the  en- 
after    the  dutys  had  been  paid,  and  even  for    coals   within  the   limits  C1'fased  fees 

taken  by 
of  the  Firth,  on  which  no  dutys  are  payable,  and  other  dispatches  for  officers  of  the 

goods  crossing  the  Firth  of  Forth  in  open  boats,  besides  new  fees  in 
many  other  cases  on  coasting  vessels,  contrary  to  the  former  established 
practice,  and  attended,  as  supposed,  with  no  manner  of  benefite  to 
the  revenues  ;  and  therefore  moved  that  if  any  bill  was  brought 
into  parliament  for  a  law  for  redressing  such  grievances  in  both  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  that  the  annual  committee  shou'd  be  instructed 
to  give  all  support  thereto  by  applying  to  the  members  of  parliament 
for  that  purpose,  &  endeavouring  to  obtain  redress  from  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  customes,  or  otherwise  by  application  at  London.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remit  the  said  representation 
to  the  annual  committee,  and  recommend  to  them  to  apply  to 
the  commissioners  of  the  customes  for  relief,  and  likewise  to  enquire 


customs. 
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Edinburgh,     into  the  various  exactions  made  at  the   different  custome  houses,  and 

'   to    take    such    measures    for    relief   as   to   the   annual    committee   shall 

seem  proper ;  and  the  convention  recommend  to  the  several  boroughs 
to  transmit   to   the   annual    committee  any  complaints  they  may  have 
on    these   several   heads,   with    such   evidence  as  they  can  procure  in 
support  of  the  same. 
Annual  39.  The  same  day  the  convention   appoint  the   burghs  of   Edin- 

committee       burgh,    pertn     Dundee,    Aberdeen,    Stirling,    Linlithgow,    St    Andrews, 

appointed.  &    '  &>  &       > 

Glasgow,    Ayr,    &   such   other   of   the   members   of  this   convention   as 

shall  attend,  as  a  committee  to  sit  after  the  dissolving  of  this  present 

convention,  &  to  proceed  in,  consider,  &  determine  upon  all  &  every 

particular  that  has  been  remitted  to  them  by  this  present  convention, 

and  particularly   upon  every  thing  tending  to  the  benefite   of   trade 

and    state    of    boroughs,    and    upon   all   diffei-ences   that   has   arisen   or 

may   arise   in   boroughs   or   between   boroughs,  and  upon   every   thing 

concerning    the    staple    port    and    due    observance    thereof,    and    upon 

every    thing    concerning    unfree    traders    and     the     communication    of 

trade ;  declaring  that  five  shall  be  a  quorum  in  every  matter,  except  in 

such  cases  as  shall  require  any  application  to  parliament,  wherein  nine 

shall   be   a   quorum ;    and    further,  the    annual  committee    are    hereby 

directed  and  impowered  to  correspond  with  the  boroughs'  representatives 

in    parliament    concerning   trade   or    the   state    of    boroughs,   and   that 

they   give    notice    of   the   particulars    of   such    correspondence    to    the 

several  boroughs   so  as  that   the  boroughs   may   write   in   that  behalf 

to  their  respective  representatives,  and  likewise  in  all  matters  whereto 

applications  to  the  parliament  shall  be  by  the  annual  committee  thought 

necessary,  that  all   the  members  of  the  committee   shall  by  a  circular 

letter  have  notice  of  the  particulars  that  they  may  attend  and  assist  in 

forming  and   concerting  such  applications,  if  the  nature  of  the  thing 

can  admit  of  so  much  delay ;   but  the  annual  committee  shall  in  no 

case    have    power   to  dispose  of  any  of  the   boi'oughs'   money  except 

where  they  have  special  authority  for  that  purpose,  conform  to  the 

26th  act  of  the  convention  in  July   1734;  and  the  convention  appoint 
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the   first   meeting  of   the   annual   committee  to   be  on  Friday  next  at  Edinburgh. 
eleven   o'clock    in   the   forenoon  at  the  council   chamber   in   this  place,   Annual 
with   power  to  the  said  committee  to  choose   their   own   preeses  from   committee 
time  to  time  ;  and  in  absence  of  the  preeses  they  authorize  their  clerks 
to  call  a  meeting  on  any  emergent. 

40.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  convention,  Convention 
and  appoint  the  next  general  convention  to  meet  and  be  held  at  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  second  Tuesday   of   July  one   thousand 
seven    hundred    and    seventy-four    years,   and   appoint   their   clerks  to 
direct  missives  accordingly.     [Follows  signatures.] 


dissolved. 


Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 

16  July   1773.  Edinburgh. 

16  July  1773. 
Edinburgh,    Charles   Wright ;  Kirkcudbright,   Alexander    Gordon  ;  "Sederunt. 

Anstr.   Wester,  Philip  Anstruther ;    Crail,    William    Chalmers ;     Annan, 

William  Hay ;  Queensferry,  George  Chalmers. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  having  met  in  terms  of 
the  appointment  of  the  convention,  they  unanimously  elect  the  Right 
Honble.  Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  present  lord  provost  of  the  city  of 
Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preeses. 


Copy  of  the  letter  wrote  by  the  preses  to  all  the  royal  boroughs 
anent  the  new  exactions  made  by  custom  house  officers. 

Edinbr.,  11th  August  1773. 
Gentlemen, — Complaints   having   come   from    all    quarters    of    the 
country  to  the  convention  of  royal  boroughs  of  various  new  exactions 
by  the   custom    house  officers  in  raising  their  old  stated  fees,   taking 
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Edinburgh,     bonds    and    cocquets    for    a    variety    of   goods    even    in    smal    parcels 

II'    T     1         I7FQ 

-  which  were  in  use  formerly  to  go  by  permits,  and  in  taking  permits 
for  goods  upon  navigable  rivers  and  on  passages  at  ferrys  even  in 
open  boats  whicb  were  formerly  in  use  to  go  free,  the  general 
convention  have  instructed  their  annual  committee  to  enquire  into 
this  matter,  and  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  obtain  redress.  I  write 
you  this  by  the  committee's  order,  as  their  preses,  desiring  that  you 
will  transmitt  to  John  Blair,  the  assistant  agent  for  the  boroughs, 
a  distinct  account  of  any  new  additions  made  by  the  custom  house 
officers  to  their  old  stated  fees  in  your  port  or  district,  and  any 
innovations  they  have  made  in  taking  bonds  and  cocquets  in  place 
of  transires,  or  in  imposing  dispatches  upon  goods  passing  by  open 
boats  upon  navigable  rivers  or  at  ferrys  which  were  in  use  to  go  free 
formerly.  I  hope  this  account  will  not  be  exagerated,  and  that  you 
will  send  up  nothing  but  what  can  either  be  proven  or  is  attested 
as  fact  by  a  magistrate  or  justice  of  peace ;  the  sooner  you  transmitt 
them  the  better,  so  as  the  instructions  of  the  convention  may  be 
carried  into  proper  execution. — I  am,  with  great  esteem,  &ce. 


Follows  copy  letter  to    Brockhill    Newburgh,  Esqr.,  Secretary  to  the 
Linen  Board  of  Ireland. 

Edinbr.,  23rd  August  1773. 

Sir, — I  duly  received  your  favour  of  Febry.  last,  intimating  that 
the  linen  board  of  Ireland  had  taken  under  consideration  the 
propositions  transmitted  them  by  Lord  Clare  relative  to  the  linen 
manufacture,  and  had  advised  Mr  Ellis  with  regard  to  them.  As 
preses  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland,  I  am  desired  to  inform 
you  that  it  gave  them  great  pleasure  to  learn  that  the  linen  board 
of  Ireland  had  so  warmly  entered  into  the  application  made  to 
parliament  last  session  in  behalf  of  the  linen  manufacture,  and  had 
sent  agents  to  London  to  co-operate  with  those  sent  from  this  country 
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on   that   business.     I   presume   these  gentlemen  have   given  the  board   Edinburgh. 

.  T  .  16  July  1773. 

a   particular  account  of  their  proceedings,   and  have  laid  before  them 

the   report  of  the  committee   of   the  House   of  Commons  appointed  to 

examine  into  the  state   of  the   linen  manufacture   in  Great  Britain   & 

Ireland,  the  importance  of  which  to  these   kingdoms,   more  especially 

to   North  Britain    &    Ireland,    and    its    present    distressed    situation   is 

thereby  pointed  out  in  a  very  strong  &  striking  point  of  view.     The 

royal    boroughs  of   Scotland  are   so    much    convinced  of  the   necessity 

of  something  effectual  being  done  for  the  preservation  of  that  valuable 

manufacture    that    they    have    resolved    to    renew    the    application    to 

parliament,    and    have    continued    Messrs    Goldie    and     Macviccar    for 

that  purpose,   not  doubting  but  the  linen  board  of  Ireland    will   take 

the  same  measures  and  go  hand  in  hand  with  them  in  the  application, 

and  chearfully  bear  one   half   of  the  parliamentary  expence.     As  Lord 

North  complained  there   was   not  time   last  session  to  consider  of  the 

propositions  made  to  him  on  account  of  its  being  so  far  spent  before 

the  application  was  made,  the  royal  boroughs  think  it  of  consequence 

that    their    agents    should    be    in    London    a    week  or  two  before   the 

meeting    of    parliament  in    order   to    prepare   matters    fully,    so    as   to 

enter    on    the    business    early    in    the    session,    and    they  are   hopefull 

that  the  linen  board  of  Ireland  will  appoint  their  agents  to  be  there 

about   the    same   time.       I    beg    you    will    lay    this    before    the    board 

as  soon  as  possible,  &  inform  me   of   their  resolutions. — I  am,  &ce. 


28  September  1773. 

Bruntisland,    James    Stuart ;      Dumfermling,    Alexander    Hart    &  Sederunt. 
George    Goldie ;      Whithorn,    John    M'Gowan ;      Queensferry,    George 
Chalmers ;    Anstr.  Wester,  Philip  Anstruther. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  elect  James  Stuart,  Esqr., 
assessor  for  Bruntisland,  to  be  their  preses  for  this  sederunt. 

The  same  day  Mr  Goldie  represented  that  it  had  been  suggested 
2  E 
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Edinburgh,     by    some    friends   to   the   application   for   obtaining   relief  to  the  linen 
1773.  manufactures   of   this   country,   that   it  would   contribute  much  to  the 

success  of  that  application  if  the  different  countys  in  Scotland  were 
to  concurr  in  recommending  it  to  the  countenance  of  their  members, 
and  which  there  was  reason  to  think  they  would  readily  do  if  a 
letter  was  wrote  to  them  by  the  preses  of  the  annual  committee 
containing  a  request  to  the  above  purpose ;  and  the  draught  of  such 
a  letter  being  produced  and  read,  the  committee  approve  thereof, 
but  as  Provost  Laurie  is  at  present  in  the  country,  they  appoint 
a  sufficient  number  of  copys  thereof  to  be  made  out  and  sent  by 
express  to  Mr  Laurie,  and  to  acquaint  him  that  this  meeting  recom- 
mend it  to  him  to  sign  and  transmitt  them  to  the  preses's  of  the 
different  countys  in  order  to  be  laid  before  their  respective  Michaelmas 
head  courts,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  any  opportunity  occurrs  for  that 
purpose. 

Follows  the  copy  of  the  letter  abovementioned. 

Sir, — The  general  convention  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland, 
alarmed  at  the  distressed  state  of  the  linen  manufacture,  thought  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  la}'  the  same  before  parliament  last  session, 
and  appointed  Mr  George  Goldie  and  Mr  Niel  Macviccar  their 
commissioners  to  conduct  that  business.  These  gentlemen  accordingly 
set  out  for  London  on  January  last,  and  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  was  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  present  state  of  the  linen 
manufacture  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  who  made  a  report  to  the 
House,  a  copy  of  which  I,  as  preses  of  the  convention,  beg  leave 
herewith  to  transmitt  to  you,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  the  convention 
having  approved  of  Messrs  Goldie  and  Macviccar's  conduct  in  this 
business,  appointed  them  to  return  to  London  next  session  and 
continue  the  application  to  parliament.  As  the  linen  manufacture 
is  the  staple  of  Scotland,  and  must  be  lost  unless  immediate  relief 
is  obtained,  the  convention    request    the   concurrence    of    your    county 
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in   this  important    business,  and   that  you    will    earnestly    recommend   Edinburgh. 
it   to  your  representative   in    parliament    to  continue   his   favour  and   1773. 
support    to    the    application,    and    use    his    best    endeavours    to  obtain 
such   a  law  as  will  effectually  i-e-establish  that  valuable  manufacture. 
— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &ce. 


13  December  1773. 

Gilbert  Laurie,    Esqr.,  preses ;    Inverness,    John    Fraser ;    Brechin,  Sederunt. 
Walter    Biggar ;     Dumfermline,     Alexander     Hart ;     Rothsay,     Duncan 
M'Millan  ;  Annan,  William  Hay. 

The  which  day  the  preses  informed  the  committee  that,  agreeable 
to  the  minute  of  last  sederunt,  the  letters  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
different  countys  in  Scotland  had  been  dispatched,  and  in  return 
he  received  answers  from  most  of  these  countys  acquainting  of 
their  having  sent  instructions  to  their  respective  representatives  in 
parliament  particularly  recommending  it  to  them  to  support  the 
boroughs'  application  towards  obtaining  aid  and  relief  in  favours  of 
the  linen  manufacture  of  this  country ;  and  that  in  answer  to  the 
letter  wrote  to  the  linen  board  of  Ireland,  he  had  likewise  received 
one  from  their  secretary  assuring  that  that  board  sincerely  wished  in 
this  important  matter  to  co-operate  with  the  boroughs,  and  would 
be  pleased  to  receive  any  further  informations  relative  thereto,  so 
as  the  better  to  enable  them  to  proceed  conjointly  therein. 

The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  committee  petitions 
in  behalf  of  the  linen  manufacturers  &  bleachers  of  Perth,  Aberdeen, 
Dunnikier,  Paisley,  Huntly,  and  Lochwinnock,  representing  the 
distressed  state  of  that  manufacture,  and  praying  the  committee 
would  apply  to  parliament  for  a  retention  of  the  drawbacks  on 
foreign  linens  exported,  for  regulating  the  dutys  on  foreign  threads 
imported,  and  for  obtaining  a  like  drawback  of  the  dutys  on  soap 
and  other  articles  made  use  of  in  bleaching  of  linen  &  cotton,  threads 
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Edinburgh.     &  cloaths,   as   is    given    upon    soap  used   in  the   woolen   manufacture. 

13  Decern ncr 

1773.  All    which    being    read,  and    the    committee    being   of  opinion   that   it 

would  be  improper  for  them  at  present  to  enter  on  the  consideration 
of  these  matters,  at  least  till  such  time  as  they  be  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  next  annual  convention,  they  therefore  postpone 
the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  same  day  Messrs  George  Goldie  and  Niel  Macviccar,  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  last  convention  to  prosecute  the 
application  to  parliament  for  having  the  additional  dutys  laid  on  all 
foreign  linens  imported,  and  for  obtaining  whatever  relief  can  be  had 
to  the  home  manufacture,  acquainted  of  their  intention  to  sett  out 
to-morrow  for  London  in  order  to  sollicit  that  affair,  and  hoped  the 
annual  committee  would  now  not  only  take  what  further  steps 
should  appear  proper  to  them  towards  securing  success  therein,  but 
likewise  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  supplying  them  with  money 
to  defray  their  necessary  expences  in  this  negotiation.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  annual  committee,  they,  in  virtue  of  the  conven- 
tional powers  vested  in  them  by  the  twenty-second  act  of  the  last 
general  convention,  do  hereby  authorize  and  appoint  the  agent  to 
pay  to  these  commissioners  for  the  above  purpose  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds  sterling,  and  to  charge  the  same  in  his  next  accounts 
to  the  boroughs,  for  doing  whereof  these  presents  with  their  receipt 
for  that  sum  shall  be  to  him  a  sufficient  warrand  ;  at  the  same  they 
recommend  to  the  commissioners  to  be  as  frugal  of  the  public  money 
as  they  possibly  can,  consistant  with  the  nature  &  duty  of  the  service 
they  are  engaged  in  ;  and  further,  the  committee  recommend  to  their 
preses  to  write  a  letter  to  Lord  North,  and  such  others  as  he  shall 
judge  proper,  beging  their  countenance  and  support  in  behalf  of  the 
forsaid  application,  as  likewise  to  acquaint  the  linen  board  of  Ireland 
that  the  boroughs'  commissioners  are  sett  out  for  London,  and  to 
desire  that  their  commissioners  may  be  immediately  sent  over  so  as 
to  co-operate  with  them  on  that  business,  and  that  he  also  write  to 
the     haill    royal    boroughs    desiring    them    furthwith    to    write    their 
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respective  representatives  in  parliament  for  their  concurrence  and  aid   Edinburgh. 
towards  the  carrying  thorough   a  matter  of  such  great  importance   to   1773. 
the   interest   of   this   part  of   the  United  Kingdom. 


Follows  copys   of  the  letter  to  Lord  North   and   others   in   regard   to 
the  application  for  relief  to  the  linen  manufacture. 

My  Lord, — As  preses  of  the  convention  of  the  royal  boroughs 
of  Scotland,  and  by  their  appointment,  I  had  the  honour  in  February 
last  to  request  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  languishing  state 
of  the  linen  manufacture  of  this  country. 

It  was  with  great  pleasure  that  the  convention  at  their  meeting 
in  July  received  information  that  this  important  matter  had  become 
the  subject  of  parliamentary  enquirie  last  session  ;  they  hope  it  will 
again  be  renewed  during  the  ensuing  session,  and  such  remedies 
applyed  as  the  wisdom  of  parliament  may  see  proper.  In  the  mean- 
time, I  am  directed  by  the  convention  again  to  apply  to  your  lordship 
requesting  your  aid  and  patronage  in  a  matter  of  so  much  publick 
concern,  and  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  evil  daily  increases, 
so  that  unless  a  remedy  is  speedily  applied,  the  consequences  must 
be  severely  felt,  not  only  by  the  labouring  poor  of  this  country,  but 
by  persons  of  every  rank  and  condition  in  this  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  &ce. 

Copy  letter  to  the  Members  of  Parliament  who  were  active 
in  promoting  the  forsaid  application. 

Sir, — The  last  general  convention  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scot- 
land, highly  sensible  of  the  eminent  services  you  rendered  your  country 
by  the  attention  you  paid  last  session  to  the  application  to  parliament 
in  favour  of  the  linen  trade  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  instructed 
me  as  their  preses  to  express  their  gratefull  acknowledgements  and 
return  you  their  most  sincere  thanks  for  your  good  services.     Messrs 
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Edinburgh.     Goldie   and    M'Viccar    reported    fully   to    the    convention    the    oblicdno: 

1.3  December  .  ,.  .  •       ■.    .,  ,-      ,.  ,      ,  ,  , 

1773.  manner  in  winch  you  received   the   application,   and   the   trouble   you 

were  pleased  to  take  in  promoting  the  success  of  it.     These  gentlemen 

are  again  appointed  to  agent  this  business  next  session  of  parliament, 

and  as  the  distress  of  the   linen   manufacture  dayly  increases,  to  the 

great  detriment  of  this  country  and  to  the  ruin  of  many  individuals, 

the    convention    hope    for    the    continuance    of    your    best    endeavours 

to    procure    such    a  law   as   will   effectually  re-establish   that   valuable 

manufacture,   and   avert  the  evils  that  the  loss  of  it  would  infallibly 

bring  on  this  country. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &ce. 


Copy  letter  to  Brockhill  Newburgh,  Secretary  to  the 
Linen  Board  of  Ireland. 

Sir, — On  the  23d  October  I  wrote  you  on  the  subject  of  the 
application  to  the  British  parliament  in  favour  of  the  linen  manu- 
facture, to  which  I  hoped  for  your  answer.  The  gentlemen  appointed 
by  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  to  agent  this  business  propose 
setting  out  for  London  in  a  few  days,  and  hope  to  meet  your 
gentlemen  there,  and  will  chearfully  co-operate  with  them  in  every 
thing  for  the  general  interest. — I  am,  &ce. 

Copy  letter  to  the  Royal  Boroughs. 

Gentlemen, — The  general  convention  of  royal  boroughs  in  July 
last  appointed  Messrs  Goldie  and  Macviccar  to  return  to  London  this 
winter  to  renew  the  application  to  parliament  in  favour  of  the  linen 
manufacture  of  this  country.  As  the  state  of  boroughs  (particularly 
your  burgh)  are  much  interested  in  the  success  of  this  measure,  the 
annual  committee  request  you  will  recommend  it  in  the  strongest 
manner  to  your  member  to  support  the  application,  and  exert  himself 
in  procuring  such  a  law  as  will  effectually  restore  that  valuable 
manufacture  to  this  country. — I  am  respectfully,  &ce. 
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28   February    1774.  Edinburgh. 

28  February 
1774. 
Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  preses  ;  Bruntisland,  James  Stuart ;  Brechin,  gederunti — 

Walter    Biggar;    Tain,    Mr    David    Ross;    Crail,    William    Chalmers; 

Queensferry,  George  Chalmers. 

The  which  day  the  preses  laid  before  the  annual  committee  two 
letters  from  Messrs  George  Goldie  and  Niel  Macviccar,  the  boroughs'  com- 
missioners in  London,  of  date  the  eighteenth  instant,  acquainting  that 
in  consequence  of  a  motion  made  by  Sir  Thomas  Clavering,  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  of  Commons  were  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  linen  trade  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  on  Twesday, 
the  first  of  March,  and  that  as  the  foreign  merchants  have  been 
particularly  active  in  alarming  all  concerned  in  the  woolen  and 
other  manufactures  in  England,  it  was  expected  that  numbers  of 
petitions  would  be  presented  against  it ;  but  as  the  commissioners 
have  several  petitions  in  favours  of  their  application  from  the  linen 
manufacturers  in  England,  and  the  agents  from  Ireland  were  dayly 
expected,  they  hoped  to  remove  these  prejudices  by  showing  that 
Scotland  and  Ireland  are  the  best  markets  for  English  manufactures ; 
at  the  same  time,  as  it  had  been  suggested  to  them  as  a  proper 
measure  that  every  manufacturing  toun  and  county  in  Scotland 
should  immediately  petition  parliament  in  favours  of  their  application, 
and  represent  in  the  strongest  collours  the  distress  of  the  linen 
manufacture  and  the  necessity  of  obtaining  immediate  relief  thereto, 
they  therefore  requested  that  circular  letters  should  be  wrote  to  all 
the  royal  boroughs  on  that  subject,  and  to  desire  that  these  petitions 
be  transmitted  without  delay  to  their  respective  representatives  so 
as  to  be  presented  by  them  to  parliament ;  and  in  order  to  afford  the 
most  convincing  proof  of  the  late  decline  of  the  linen  manufacture, 
that  a  copy  be  obtained  of  the  letter  and  accompt  annexed  thereto  as 
transmitted  by  the  honble.  the  board  of  trustees  to  Lord  North  on  the 
twenty-second  of  December  last ;  and  further,  requesting  that  as  they, 
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Edinburgh,     the   commissioners,  now   stood   in  need   of  a  further  supply  of  money 
28  February  .  .  rr'  J 

1774.  towards  defraying  their  expences,  that  the  committee  would  be  pleased 

to  order  their  agent   either  to  send  them  a  remittance  or  direct  some 

money  to  be  paid  in  to  the  British  Linen   Company  on  their  account. 

All    which    being    considered   by   the   annual   committee,   they  appoint 

their  preses  to  write  to  the  haill  royal  boroughs,  desiring  they  would 

take    such    measures    as    to    them    may    seem    proper    in    sending    up 

petitions   to   parliament   to   the   above    effect ;   and    they  appoint  the 

agent's  assistant  to  apply  to  Mr  Guthrie,  the  secretary  to  the  board 

of  trustees,   for  a  certifyed  copy  of  the  account  sent  to  Lord  North 

as  abovementioned,  and,  if  obtained,   to  transmitt   the  same  directly 

to   Messrs   Goldie    &   Macvicar,   at   the   same  time,   by   request  of  the 

preses,  to   desire    they   will    address   their  future   letters    to  him,  the 

assistant  agent,  so  as  in  case   of  the  absence  of  the  preses  the  same 

may  be  laid  directly  before  the  annual  committee ;  and  further,  they 

appoint  the  agent  to  pay  to  these  commissioners,  or  on  their  account 

as   abovementioned,  the  sum   of   one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  and   to 

charge    the    same    in    his    next   accompts    to    the   boroughs,   for  doing 

whereof  these  presents   with   a  receipt  for  the  same  shall  be  to  him 

a  sufficient  warrant. 


Follows  the  copy  of  the  letter  wrote  to  the  whole  Royal  Boroughs 
as  directed  by  the  preceeding  minute. 

Gentlemen, — As  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  last  general 
convention  of  the  royal  boroughs  for  solliciting  parliamentary  aid 
and  relief  to  the  linen  manufacture  of  this  country  have  suggested 
by  letter,  as  laid  before  the  annual  committee  of  this  date,  that  it 
would  tend  much  towards  the  promoting  of  this  important  business 
if  every  manufacturing  town  and  county  in  Scotland  were  to  apply 
to  parliament  in  favours  of  that  application,  by  immediately  trans- 
mitting to  their  respective  representatives  petitions  to  that  purpose, 
representing    in    the    strongest    manner    the    present    distress    of    that 
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valuable    branch    of    our   commerce   and    the    necessity    of    obtaining  Edinburgh. 
speedy    relief    thereto,    tbe    annual   committee    have    therefore    desired    1774. 


me,  as  their  preses,  to  acquaint  you  of  this,  and  they  doubt  not  of 
your  taking  such  measures  therein,  in  so  far  as  concerns  the  interest 
either  of  your  burgh  or  in  procuring  the  concurrence  of  your  county 
in  such  application,  as  may  appear  most  conducive  for  attaining  the 
above  desireable  end. — I  am,  with  great  respect,  genthn.,  your  most 
humble  servant,  (Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preses. 

Edinbr.,  28th  Febry.   1774. 

29  March  1774. 

Gilbert    Laurie,    Esqr.,    preses ;    Dumfries,    Mr    Andrew    Crosbie ;  Sederunt. 
Air,  John  Hunter;  Inverness,  John  Fraser;  Crail,  William  Chalmers; 
Queensfeny,  George  Chalmers. 

The  which  day  the  preses  represented  that  he  had  received 
sundry  letters  from  the  magistrates  of  Glasgow  and  others,  setting 
furth  the  disadvantages  and  hardships  arising  to  this  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  from  the  late  act  of  parliament  regulating  the 
prices  on  which  the  ports  should  be  opened  for  the  importation  of 
grain,  and  whereby  oat  meal  is  not  allowed  to  be  imported  at  the 
low  duty  till  such  time  as  the  price  rises  to  sixteen  shillings  p.  boll, 
whereas  by  the  former  law  the  importation  thereof  was  allowed  of 
whenever  the  price  amounted  to  thirteen  shillings  &  four  pence  sterl., 
and  as  the  forsaid  alteration  must  necessarl}'  be  particularly  distressing 
to  the  poor,  they  therefore  hoped  the  annual  committee  wou'd  take 
proper  measures  in  order  to  have  that  act  so  far  amended  as  that 
oat  meal  may  be  imported  on  the  same  footing  as  formerly.  All 
which  being  considered  by  the  annual  committee,  and  they  being 
further  informed  that  an  application  is  now  depending  in  parliament 
to  the  above  effect,  they  therefore  direct  their  preses  to  write  the 
whole    royal    boroughs    desiring    they    would   immediately    write   their 
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Edinburgh,     respective  representatives  in    parliament,   warmly   recommending  it  to 
1774.  them    to    use    their    best    endeavours  for  procuring  the  now    proposed 

alteration   in   the   forsaid  law,   so  as  oat  meal    may   be   imported   into 
this   part  of  the  United  Kingdom  on  the  footing  of  the  former  act. 

The  same  day  the  agent's  assistant  reported  that  agreeable  to 
the  committee's  instructions,  as  contained  in  their  minute  of  last 
sederunt,  he  did  obtain  from  Mr  Guthrie,  secretary  to  the  board  of 
trustees,  an  authenticated  abstract  of  the  linens  stamped  for  sale  in 
Scotland  from  the  1st  November  1727  to  the  1st  of  November  1773, 
and  did  immediately  transmitt  the  same  to  Messrs  Goldie  and  Macvicar, 
the  boroughs'  commissioners  in  London ;  at  the  same  time  he  laid 
before  the  committee  a  letter  received  by  him  from  these  gentlemen, 
of  date  the  11th  instant,  mentioning  their  further  procedure  in  the 
linen  affairs,  and  that,  as  from  the  evidence  aduced,  the  declining 
state  of  that  manufacture  is  incontestably  proved,  &  which  there 
was  some  reason  to  think  had  made  a  strong  impression  on  the 
House,  they  were  therefore  in  hopes  that  something  would  be  done 
for  relief  thereof  as  their  application  seemed  to  gain  ground  every 
day,  tho',  as  the  Hamburg  merchants  were  so  active,  there  was  some 
reason  to  be  apprehensive,  nor  could  they  say  what  line  of  opposition 
these  merchants  are  to  follow  till  their  evidences  be  examined,  or 
wou'd  it  be  in  the  power  of  the  commissionei^s  to  judge  with  any 
certainty  as  to  what  may  be  the  event  till  such  time  as  the  committee 
make  their  report  and  the  business  comes  to  be  debated  in  the  House ; 
that  they  observed  the  annual  committee  had  ordered  them  a  supply 
of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  but  as  they  were  considerably  in 
advance  before  applying  for  the  above,  and  now  owe  a  good  deal 
of  money  for  writings,  printings,  and  in  procuring  copies  of  accounts 
&  other  papers,  &ce.,  they  therefore  requested  that  a  further  sum 
of  one  hundred  pounds  may  be  issued  to  them,  and  that  the  annual 
committee  might  depend  that,  as  hitherto,  they  will  strictly  continue 
to  be  as  good  oeconomists  of  the  publick  money  as  the  nature  of  their 
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employment  will  permitt.  All  which  being  considered  by  the  annual  Edinburgh. 
committee,  they  appoint  their  agent,  over  and  above  the  sum  of  one  7,774 
hundred  pounds  paid  to  the  above  commissioners  as  directed  by  the 
minute  of  last  sederunt,  to  pay  to  them  the  further  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds  sterling,  and  to  charge  the  same  in  his  next  accompts 
to  the  boi-oughs,  for  doing  whereof  these  presents  with  a  receipt  for 
the  same  shall   be  to  him  a  sufficient  warrant. 


Follows  the  copy    of   the    letter  wrote    to    the  Magistrates    of  all  the 
Royal  Boroughs  in  terms  of  the  preceeding  minute. 

Honble.  Gentlemen, — There  was  this  day  laid  before  the  annual 
committee  of  the  royal  boroughs  sundry  applications  representing 
the  inconveniencys  and  hardships  arising  to  this  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  from  the  late  act  of  parliament  regulating  the  prices  on 
which  the  ports  should  be  opened  for  the  importation  of  grain,  and 
whereby  oat  meal  is  not  allowed  to  be  imported  at  the  low  duty  till 
such  time  as  the  price  rises  to  sixteen  shillings  p.  boll,  whereas  by 
the  former  law  the  importation  thereof  was  allowed  of  whenever  the 
price  amounted  to  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  sterling,  and 
therefore  beging  the  annual  committee  wou'd  take  proper  measures 
in  order  to  have  that  act  so  far  amended  as  that  oat  meal  may  be 
imported  on  the  same  footing  as  formerly ;  and  the  committee  having 
been  further  informed  that  an  application  is  now  depending  in 
parliament  to  the  above  effect,  they  have  therefore  directed  me,  as 
their  preses,  to  acquaint  you  thereof,  and  hope  you  will  warmly 
recommend  to  your  representative  in  parliament  to  use  his  best 
endeavours  for  procuring  the  proposed  alteration  in  that  law,  so  as 
oat  meal  may  be  imported  on  the  same  footing  as  formerly. — I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  gentlem.,  your  most  humble 
servant,  (Signed)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preses. 

Edinbr.,  29th  March   1774. 
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Edinburgh.  14   April    1774. 

14  April  1774. 

Sederunt.  Gilbert  Laurie,  Esqr.,  preses ;  Edinbr.,  James  Stoddart  &  Thomas 

Herriot ;    Anstr.    Wester,    Philip    Anstruther ;    Dumfries,    Mr    Andrew 

Crosbie ;     Brechin,    Walter    Biggar ;     Dumfermline,    Alexander    Hart ; 

Crail,  William  Chalmers ;   Annan,  William  Hay  ;   New  Galloway,  John 

Syme ;    Queensferry,  George  Chalmers. 

The  which  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  committee 
a  petition  in  behalf  of  the  whole  printers,  booksellers,  and  others 
connected  with  those  branches  of  business  in  Scotland,  setting  furth 
that  notwithstanding  by  the  statute  of  the  8th  of  Queen  Ann  the 
interest  of  authors  in  their  works  when  published,  or  their  assigns, 
is  clearly  ascertained,  an  exclusive  pi'iviledge  of  printing  and  publishing 
the  same  being  thereby  granted  to  them  for  a  certain  number  of  years, 
yet  those  of  the  petitioner's  engaged  in  that  business  in  this  place 
have  been  already  put  to  great  trouble  and  a  very  large  expence 
in  defending  various  vexatious  process  both  here  and  in  England, 
brought  against  them  at  the  instance  of  certain  booksellers  in  London 
and  Westminster,  who,  under  pretence  that  authors  had  a  perpetual 
right  to  their  works  at  common  law,  they,  as  their  assigns,  laid 
claim  to  the  sole  and  exclusive  priviledge  of  printing  most  books 
in  perpetuity,  and  though  by  the  late  solemn  decision  of  the  House 
of  Peers  such  claims  have  been  found  altogether  illegal,  yet  these 
booksellers,  having  it  still  in  view  to  engross  the  whole  printing 
business  of  Great  Britain,  are  now  applying  to  parliament  for  a  law 
in  order  to  grant  them  a  further  limitted  time  for  the  sole  reprinting 
such  books  as  are  not  protected  by  the  statute  of  Queen  Ann,  as 
well  as  an  enlargement  of  the  time  given  by  that  act  for  new 
publications,  and  which  if  obtained  will  establish  a  most  extensive 
monopoly  in  favours  of  a  few  rich  and  self  interested  individuals 
to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  publick  in  general,  as  tending  to 
enhance    the    very    means    of    instruction,    as   well   as   to   deprive   this 
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part    of    the    United     Kingdom    of    so     valuable    a    branch    of    their   Edinburgh. 

commerce,    to    the     ruin     of     those    engaged     in     that    business,    and 

numbers  of  others  that  depend   thereupon   for  their  dayly  subsistance, 

and  therefore  praying  the  annual  committee  would  grant  them    their 

aid    and  concurrence,    in    such    manner  as  to   them  should  seem   most 

proper,   in   order    to    prevent    the   above   law    from   taking  place.     All 

which  being    considered  by    the  annual    committee    with    the  greatest 

attention,  at  the  same  time  being  informed  that  a  bill  is  now  ordered 

to  be  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  above  purpose,  they 

are  unanimously  of  opinion    that   this  matter   is  of  great  consequence 

to    this    country,    and   to    many   of  the    royal   boroughs  in    particular, 

and  therefore   they   appoint   their  preses  to  write    the   magistrates   of 

all    the  royal    boroughs,   &  to  transmitt  to  them  a  copy  of  the  above 

petition,    desiring    they    would    immediately    apply    to    their    members 

of   parliament  to  use  all  their  interest  in  opposing  the  bill  mentioned 

in  that  petition,  its  passing  into  a  law. 

Follows  the  copy  of   the  letter  wrote   the    Magistrates    of    the    Royal 
Boroughs  as  directed  by  the  above  minute. 

Gentlemen, — The  annual  committee  have  this  day  had  under 
their  consideration  the  foregoing  petition,  and  were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  the  subject  matter  thereof  is  of  great  consequence  to 
this  country,  and  to  many  of  the  royal  boroughs  in  particular,  and 
therefore  desire  me,  as  their  preses,  to  beg  you'l  immediately  apply 
to  your  member  of  parliament  to  use  all  his  interest  in  opposing 
the  bill  mentioned  in  that  petition,  its  passing  into  a  law. — I  am, 
with  great  respect,  &ce. 
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General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh.  12    July    l774. 

12  July  1774. 

Sederunt.  Edinburgh,    Charles   Wright   &  Thomas  Simpson,   comrs.,   Walter 

Hamilton  &  Orlando  Hart,  assrs. ;  Perth,  William  Stewart,  comr., 
Alexr.  Simpson,  assr. ;  Dundee,  Henry  Geekie,  comr.,  Willm.  Maxwell, 
assr. ;  Aberdeen,  James  Jopp,  comr.,  Adam  Duff,  assr. ;  Stirling,  James 
Alexander,  comr.,  James  Burd,  assr. ;  Linlithgow,  Henry  Gillies,  comr., 
James  Taylor,  assr. ;  St  Andrews,  George  Forrest,  comr.,  Tlios.  Lindsay, 
assr. ;  Glasgow,  Arthur  Connell,  comr.,  Robert  Donald,  assr. ;  Air,  David 
Ferguson,  comr.,  John  Hunter,  assr. ;  Haddingtoun,  Robert  Burton, 
comr.,  Jas.  Dudgeon,  assr. ;  Dysert,  Alexr.  Thomson,  comr.,  James 
Reddie,  assr. ;  Kirkcaldie,  Robert  White,  comr.,  Andw.  Rutherfoord, 
assr. ;  Montrose,  Alexr.  Christie,  comr.,  James  Low,  assr. ;  Coupar, 
John  Baxter,  comr.,  George  Tod,  assr. ;  Anstr.  Easter,  James  Johnston, 
comr.,  Andw.  Johnston,  assr. ;  Dumfries,  Andw.  Crosbie,  comr. ;  Inver- 
ness, William  Chishohn,  comr.,  John  Fi'aser,  assr. ;  Bruntisland,  Thos. 
Chrystie,  comr.,  James  Stuart,  assr. ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Hamilton,  comr., 
Alexr.  Alison,  assr. ;  Brechin,  John  Mollison,  comr.,  Walter  Biggar,  assr. ; 
Irvine,  Charles  Hamilton,  comr. ;  Jedburgh,  Thomas  Winterop,  comr., 
Henry  Ainslie,  assr.  ;  Kirkcudbright,  Alexr.  Gordon,  comr.,  Willm. 
Gordon,  assr. ;  Wigtoun,  William  Campbell,  comr. ;  Pittenweem,  James 
Nairn,  comr.,  Gavin  Hogg,  assr. ;  Dumfermling,  Alexr.  Hart,  comr., 
George  Goldie,  assr. ;  Anstr.  Wester,  James  Wilkie,  comr.,  Philip 
Anstruther,  assr. ;  Selkirk,  Michael  Broad,  comr.,  George  Currie,  assr. ; 
Renfrew,  John  Paterson,  comr.,  John  Barr,  assr. ;  Dunbar,  Robert  Fall, 
comr. ;  Lanerk,  William  Inglis,  comr.,  William  Wilson,  assr. ;  Aber- 
brothock,  James  Sturrock,  comr.,  Robt.  Jamison,  assr. ;  Elgin,  John 
Innes,  comr. ;  Peebles,  William  Kerr,  comr.,  Lord  Advocate,  assr. ; 
Crail,  George  Hall,  comr.,  William  Chalmers,  assr. ;    Tain,  David  Ross, 
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coinr.,  Thomas  Manson,  assr. ;  Culross,  James  Jolmston,  coinr.,  Robt.  Edinburgh. 
Halkerston,  assr.  ;  Bann",  Patrick  Duff,  comr.,  Thomas  Riddoch,  assr.  ;  <ge(jer„nb- 
Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan,  comr. ;  Rothsay,  Duncan  M'Millan,  comr., 
James  Stirling,  assr. ;  Forfar,  John  Ogilvie,  comr.,  James  Stormont, 
assr. ;  Forres,  Duncan  Grant,  comr.,  Lachlan  Grant,  assr. ;  Rutherglen, 
James  Fleming,  comr.,  Robert  Gray,  assr. ;  North  Berwick,  William 
Swinton,  comr.,  Alexr.  Lauder,  assr. ;  Lauder,  Andw.  Edmonston,  comr. ; 
Kilrenny,  Andrew  Ried,  comr.,  Alexr.  Reid,  assr. ;  Annan,  James  Currie, 
comr.,  William  Hay,  assr.  ;  Lochmaben,  William  Maxwell,  comr.,  Alexr. 
Ferguson,  assr. ;  Sanquhar,  George  Clerk,  Esqr.,  comr. ;  New  Galloway, 
John  Syme,  comr. ;  Queensferry,  Archd.  Stewart,  comr.,  James  Bunckle, 
assr. ;  lnverury,  James  Ferguson,  comr.,  Alexander  Ferguson,  assr.  ; 
Kirkwall,  John  Riddoch,  conn.,  Gilbert  Mason,  assr. ;  Stranraer, 
Mr  David  Dalrymple,  comr.,  Thos.  Nasmith,  assr. ;  Campbelltoun, 
Archibald  Macdonald,  comr.  ;    (eleven  burrows  blank). 

1.  The    which    day    the    convention    unanimously    elect    Gilbert   Preses 
Laurie,  Esqr.,  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preses 
during  the   sitting  of   the   convention,  who  being  present   accepted  of 
the  office  and  gave   his   oath  de  fideli,  he  being  formerly  qualified  to 
his  Majesty  King  George  the  Third  as  the  law  dh'ects. 

[2.  2d  article  of  missive  read.  3.  Committee  on  commissions. 
4.  Commissions  approven.  5.  Article,  1757,  read.  0.  Article,  1749, 
read.     7.   Proceedings  of  the  annual  committee  approven.] 

8.  The    same    day    there    was    presented    to    the    convention    by   Reports  of 

James    Guthrie,    secretary    to     the    trustees    for    fisherys    and    manu-   &  reCeiver 

factures  in  Scotland,  a  copie  of  the  report  made  by  the  said  trustees  genrl. 

1  l  "  presented, 

to  his  Majesty  at  Christmas  1772,  as  also  a  copie  of  the  report  made 

by  the  said  trustees  to  his  Majesty  at  Christmas  last ;  likewise  George 

limes,    deputy    receiver,   gave    in   an   accompt  of  the   payments  made 

by    the    receiver     general     in     consequence    of    the    trustees'     orders 

from   Christmas    1772    to  Christmas    1773,  which   report   and   accompt 
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Edinburgh,     of    payments  were    ordered  to    ly  upon  the    table  for    the    perusal    of 
12  July  1774.  , 
the  members. 


Report  from 
Messrs  G  oldie 
&  M'Viccar 
remitt  to  a 
committee. 


9.  The  same  day  Messrs  Goldie  and  Macvicar,  commissioners 
from  the  convention  to  solicit  parliamentary  relief  to  the  linen  trade, 
presented  to  the  convention  a  report  of  their  proceedings.  Which 
being  read,  the  convention  remitted  the  same  to  the  consideration  of 
the  committee  on  the  commissions,  together  with  the  burghs  of 
Dunbar,  Dumfermline,  Coupar,  Forfar,  Brechin,  Bruntisland,  Annan, 
Kirkcaldie,  and  Pittenweem,  and  they  to  report  their  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  same,  as  also  what  may  occurr  to  them  with  regard  to 
the  encouragement  of  other  manufactures  in  Scotland  and  corn  trade, 
and  to  meet  this  evening  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  new  kirk  isle  for 
that  purpose,  and  to  report  their  opinion  upon  the  whole  to  the 
convention  with  their  first  conveniency. 

[10.  Agent's  accots.,  &ce.,  presented  and  remitt  to  a  committee. 
11.  Tax  roll  continued.] 


Edinbr.,   13  July  1774. 

[12.  Report  on  the  agent's  accot.  of  unfree  trade  approven. 
13.  Report  on  the  agent's  accot.  of  missive  dues  approven.  Horning 
agt.  deficients.  14.  Report  on  the  agent's  accot.  approven.  15.  Com- 
missions approven.  16.  Report  of  the  committee  anent  Messrs  Goldie 
&  M'Viccar  approven,  and  the  agent  appointed  to  pay  them  £50 
as  the  ballance  of  their  expence  &  £500  for  their  trouble,  as  also 
£155,  14s.  8d.  as  the  half  of  the  sollicitor's  bill.  17.  Petition  for 
John  Blair  remitt  to  a  committee.] 

18.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  read  a  petition 
from  Archibald  M'Dowal,  for  himself  and  other  brad  cloath  manu- 
other  woolen  facturers  in  Scotland,  praying  the  convention  to  appoint  a  committee 
ers"remittUto  ^°  msPect  their  manufacture,  and  if  found  worthy  of  their  approba- 
a  committee.    \\on    to  give   their  countenance  and    protection    thereto,   and    to    take 


Petition  for 
Archd. 
M'Dowal  & 
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such    other   measures   as    fco   their    wisdoms   shall    seem    most   proper   Edinbukou. 

to    encourage    and     cany   on    the   manufacture   of   woolen    and    broad   petition  for 

doath    in    this   country.       Which   being   considered    by    the   convention,    Archd. 

together  with  certain  observations  given   in   by  the   commissioners   for  other  woolen 

Lanark    respecting    the    manufacture    of    carpets,    shalloons,    &c,    they  Ina"11' 

r  o  i  J    facturers 

remit    the   same    to    a   committee  of   the    whole   house    to  meet  at  six   remitb  to  a 
o'clock    this    evening,    and   to    bring   in     a    report   to-morrow    what    is 
proper  for  the  convention  to  do  in  that  matter. 

19.  The  same  day  .Smart  Ten nent,  staple  factor  and  merchant  in  Memorial  in 
Campvere,  gave  in  to  the  convention  a  memorial  proposeing  a  further  mea!?jstratese 
prolongation  of  the  staple  contract  betwixt  the  royal  boroughs  of  of  Campvere 
Scotland  and  the  magistrates  of  the  city  of  Campvere  in  Zeland,  prolongation 
tog-ether  with   their  commission  to   him  for  that  effect.      Which    being  of  the  staple 

=  «■>    contract 

read   in  presence   of  and   considered  by  the  convention,  they   remit   to  remitttoa 
the    committee    of    the     whole    house    to     meet    this    evening    at    six 
o'clock   to    prepare    a    proper    answer    to    the    above    memorial,  and 
to  enquire  into  the  proceedings  in  former  cases. 

20.  The  same  day  thei-e  was  presented  and  read  a  petition  from   Petition  for 
the  burgh  of  Jedburgh,  setting  forth  that  by  an  act  of  the  convention,  Jedburgh  ° 
of    date    10th    Jul}'    1759,   they    allowed    annually   the   sum    of    thirty  remitttoa 
pounds   ster.    to  be   paid   the   burgh    of    Jedburgh    while  their  distress 
remained  and  the  tax  roll  continued  without   alteration  ;   that  by   the 

report  of  the  burghs  of  Lauder,  Selkirk,  and  Dunbar,  harvest,  1772, 
the  state  of  Jedburgh  was  still  in  a  low  condition,  and  gave  it  as 
their  opinion  that  the  thirty  pound  should  be  continued,  and  there- 
fore praying  it  might  please  the  convention  to  ordain  the  £80  to 
be  paid  Jedburgh  as  formerly.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  they  remit  the  same  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
commissions,  and  they  to  report. 

21.  The    same    day    there    was    presented    to     the     convention     a 
representation    from    the    town    of    Leven,    setting    forth    that   by    the 

2  F 
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tion for  the 
town  of  Leven 
remitt  to  the 
annual 
committee. 


loss  of  several  of  their  fcradeing  vessels,  and  that  the  coal  of  the 
place  was  entirely  at  a  stand,  whereby  the  burgh  was  reduced  to 
the  greatest  straits  &  difficulty's,  and  therefore  praying  the  honourable 
convention  would  give  them  such  relief  as  to  their  wisdoms  should 
appear  reasonable.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
remit  the  same  to  their  annual  committee,  and  they  to  report  their 
opinion  to  the  next  convention. 


Petition  for 
the  burgh 
of  Aber- 
brothock 
appointed  to 
be  laid 
before  next 
convention. 


22.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  a  petition  of  the 
magistrates  and  town  council  of  Aberbrothock  in  behalf  of  the 
community,  representing  that  the  debts  of  the  borough,  and  by  build- 
ing of  the  harbour,  which  was  of  general  advantage  to  that  part 
of  the  kingdom,  had  amounted  to  no  less  than  £16,000  ster. ;  that 
the  annual  repairs  were  seldom  under  £40  ster.,  and  sometimes 
double  that  sum  ;  that  the  whole  revenues  of  the  borough,  after  the 
necessary  deductions,  fell  more  than  £200  short  of  payment  of  the 
interest  of  the  debts,  and  the  magistrates  and  council  were  threatned 
with  ultimate  dilligence ;  that  the  inhabitants  were  willing  for 
extricating  the  affairs  of  the  burgh  to  submit  to  a  further  imposition 
of  about  £60  per  annum,  provided  the  creditors  would  agree  to 
accept  of  4  per  cent,  and  not  to  demand  the  capital  for  ten  years ; 
that  it  was  hoped  that  such  of  the  creditors  as  hitherto  were 
most  rigorous  would  agree  to  this  measure,  provided  there  was  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  their  being  paid  off  at  last.  All  which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  were  of  opinion  that  nothing 
could  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the  said  burrow  at  present  as  their 
petition  had  not  been  transmitted  and  lodged  in  terms  of  the 
80th  act,  1757 ;  and  the  convention  recommend  to  the  agent  for 
that  burrow  to  prepare  &  transmit  a  proper  petition  in  terms  of 
said  act,  to  be  laid  before  the  next  convention,  whom  this  convention 
believe  will  be  enclined  to  give  them  all  the  assistance  that  the 
nature  of  the  case  and  situation  of  the  funds  of  the  convention 
will  admit  of. 
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23.  The    same   day    there    was    a    representation    laid    before   the  Edinburgh. 
convention,  setting  fnrtli   that  there   were  a    variety   of    weights    and  Committee"- 
measures  used  in  the    several   royal   boroughs,  burghs  of    barony   and  appointed  to 

J  .  .  .         .         consider  a 

regality,  and  counties  of  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  differing  representa- 
so  widely  from  one  another,  and  frOm  the  established  standarts,  that  the  weights 
it    gave    rise    to    great    confusion    in    buying    and    selling,    and    was  a|lfJ  measures 

...  T  .  so  as  the 

highly  prejudicial  to  trade   and  commerce.       Which    being    considered  animal 

by  the  convention,  and  the  commissioner  for  Stranraer  having  moved   ^"y™eport 

that   the   resolution    of    the    convention,    anno    1752,   relative    to    that  their  opinion 

•  it  t  ii        thereon 

matter    might     be    read,     the    same     was     read    accordingly,    and     the  to  the  next 

convention  remit  to  their  preeses,  the  Lord  Advocat,  Commissioner  c0nventl0n- 
(Mark,  David  Dalrymple,  Esq.,  commissioner  for  Stranraer,  Mr  John 
M'Gowan,  commissioner  for  Whitehorn,  and  the  commissioners  for 
the  city  of  Edinr.  and  their  assessors  to  consider  what  is  most  proper 
to  be  done  upon  said  representation  and  resolution  in  order  to 
obtain  the  salutary  effects  resulting  from  a  fixed  and  known  standard 
of  weights  and  measures,  and  to  report  to  the  annual  committee  that 
the  same  may  be  transmitted  to  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland,  the 
burghs  of  barony  &  regallity  who  have  accepted  of  the  communica- 
tion of  trade,  and  to  the  sheriffs  of  such  counties  as  the  annual 
committee  shall  judge  proper ;  and  the  magistrates  of  the  said  burghs 
are  hereby  required  &  enjoined  to  make  the  proper  and  necessaiy 
report  upon  this  interesting  affair  that  it  may  be  prepared  by  the 
annual  committee  to  be  laid  before  the  next  general  convention. 

[24.   Heads  of  the  missive  continued.] 

Edinr..   14  July   1774. 
[25.  Agent  to  pay  sallarys,  &c] 

26.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  remitted  to 
consider  of  the  petition  of  Archibald  M'Dowal  unanimously  reported 
that     for    the    encouragement    of    the    manufactory    of    woolen    broad 
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Edinburgh,  cloaths  application  should  be  made  to  the  honble.  the  board  of  trustees, 
Report  on  the  suggesting  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  convention  it  would  so  far 
petition  for      tend   to   the   encouragement   of   that  manufactory  to  give  the  sum  of 

Archd.  . 

M'Dowal  two  hundred  pounds  in  premiums  for  the  year  1775,  to  be  divided 
and'remitt  H1  ^he  f°U°wmg  prizes,  vizt.,  that  five  prizes  of  twenty  pound  each 
to  the  annual  be  given  to  five  shopkeepers  who  are  retaillers  for  selling  the  largest 
proceed  quantity  of  broad  cloath  from  1st  January  1775  to  1st  January  1776; 

accordingly.  w^  ^ve  premjuins  0f  t,en  p0Und  each  be  given  to  five  retaillers  who 
sell  the  next  largest  quantity ;  that  ten  premiums  of  five  pound 
each  be  given  to  ten  retaillers  who  sell  the  third  greatest  quantity, 
the  woolen  cloath  sold  for  these  premiums  to  be  from  fifty  to  sixty- 
three  inches  broad,  and  not  under  seven  shillings  sterl.  per  yard,  the 
persons  claiming  these  premiums  to  make  affidavit  as  to  the  number 
of  pieces  and  at  same  time  of  the  quantity  sold,  and  give  an 
accot.  of  the  persons'  names  he  bought  them  from,  with  a  certificat 
from  the  manufacturer  that  they  were  manufactured  in  Scotland ;  that 
a  shopkeeper  who  is  a  manufacturer  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  of 
these  premiums ;  and  the  committee  were  further  of  opinion  that  it 
should  be  recommended  to  the  annual  committee  to  lay  this  matter 
before  the  honourable  board  of  trustees,  and  if  they  shall  be  pleased 
to  adopt  the  measure,  that  the  annual  committee  without  loss  of 
time  notify  the  same  to  the  whole  boroughs ;  and  further  proposed 
as  the  most  effectual  method  of  promoting  the  manufacture  of  coarse 
woolen  goods  in  Scotland,  that  the  honourable  board  of  trustees 
should  grant  a  premium  of  so  much  per  stone  to  any  one  person  in 
each  of  the  woolen  county s  in  Scotland  who  shall  employ  a  person 
who  has  been  regularly  bred  in  England  to  sort  and  scour  four 
hundred  stones  of  wool  and  upwards,  and  give  it  out  to  be  spun  & 
wove  within  the  county  into  the  different  sort  of  goods  for  which 
it  is  calculated,  the  quantify  of  wool  to  be  ascertained  by  an  attestation 
under  the  hand  of  the  farmer  from  whom  it  is  bought,  and  that  the 
same  is  manufactured,  by  an  abstract  upon  oath  from  the  books  of 
the  manufacturer,  and  by  the  stamp  master  if  the  trustees  choose   to 
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appoint  one  :    that    the    convention     recommend    to    the    boroughs    to   Edinburgh. 
,  ...  mi  pi.-       14  July  1774. 

encourage   as    tar    as    m    their    power   the    woolen    manufactory    m   R,eportonthe 

Scotland,  and  to  report  to  the  next  convention  such  things  as  occurred   petition  for 

Archd. 
to    them    for    promoting    that    manufactory.      Which  being  considered    M'Dowal 

by   the    convention,    they   approve    of    the    report,    and    authorize    the   onli'remitt 

annual    committee   to   apply   to   the   honourable    board    of   trustees    to  to  the  annual 

,  ,  ,.         committee  to 

give    the     above     or     such     other    encouragement     towards     promoting  proceed 

the  several    branches   of    the   woolen    trade   as    to   the  wisdom  of   the  accord,ng  }'■ 

honble.    board    should     appear     most     conducive    to    the     improvement 

and  encouragement  of  that  manufactory. 

27.  The   same  day  the  above  committee,  to  whom  the  considera-   Memorial 

tion    of    the    corn    trade    was    remit,    prepared    a   memorial    respecting  corn  tracje 

the  importation  of  oatmeal   which  they  submitted  to  the  consideration   to  ,Je  trans- 

i     •   '  ii-ii  -ii     in'tted  to  the 

of  the  convention  ;  and  the  same  being  pubbckly  read  and  considered,  boroughs. 

the    convention    appoint    the    same    to    be    printed    &    copys    thereof 

transmitted  to  the  several  boroughs  that  they  may   use   their  utmost 

endeavours  with  their  respective  members  of  parliament  and  those  for 

the  countys,  and  also  with  the  landed  interest,  to  procure  a  repeal  of 

the    late    statute   respecting   the   importation   of   oatmeal,   and   appoint 

the  memorial  hereinmentioned  to  be  recorded  in   the    books  after  the 

minutes  of  this  convention. 

[28.    Agent  to  pay  £30   to  the   burgh    of  Jedburgh.       29.   Agent 
to  pay  John  Blair  £30  ster.] 

30.  The   same   day   the  committee   of   the   whole    house  to   whom   Report  of  the 

the  memorial  of   Mr  Smart  Tennant   was  remitted,    reported    that    on   anent  tne 

considering    the    same    and    looking    into    former    proceedings    at    the   prolongation 
*  fe  L  °  of  the  staple 

renewal  of  the  staple  contract  with  the  city  of  Campvere,  they  found   contract 

the  same  has  been  done  by  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,     ™ 

particularly  in  the  year  1736,  the  conservator  was  the    commissioner 

on    the  part    of  the    royal   boroughs,  and    in  the  year    1748,   Provost 

Drummond,  preses  of  the  convention,  was  joined  with  the  conservator 

in    that   business ;    that    it    was    the    opinion    of    the    committee    the 
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Report  of  the 
committee 
anent  the 
prolongation 
of  the  staple 
contract 
approven. 


Mr  William- 
son &  Mr 
M'tiowan  to 
examine 
Mr  Yair's 
history  of 
the  staple 
contract, 
&ce. 


convention  should  signify  their  willingness  to  renew  the  contract, 
and  impower  the  preses  to  write  an  answer  to  the  magistrates  of 
Campvere,  a  draught  of  which  letter  the  committee  had  prepared  and 
gave  in  ;  and  they  were  further  of  opinion  that  the  annual  committee 
should  he  instructed  to  prepare  instructions  for  entering  into  a  new 
contract,  and  that  the  several  horoughs,  the  conservator,  and  staple 
factors  should  be  desired  to  point  out  any  priviledges  they  would 
propose  to  be  claimed,  and  what  grievances  they  wished  to  have 
redressed,  if  any  such  there  be,  that  the  whole  may  be  laid  before  the 
next  convention.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
approve  of  the  said  report  and  authorize  their  annual  committee 
accordingly,  and  appoint  the  said  meml.  to  be  recorded,  &  Mr  Smart's 
commission  to  lye  in  the  clerk's  hands. 

31.  The  same  day  the  convention  recommend  to  Mr  Joseph 
Williamson,  their  clerk,  and  Mr  John  M'Gowan,  commissioner  for 
Whithorn,  to  revise  the  manuscript  transmitted  from  the  Revd. 
Mr  Yair  containing  the  history  of  the  staple  contract,  and  several 
grants  of  the  Counts  of  Flanders  in  favours  of  the  Scots  traders, 
and  other  matters  relative  to  the  intercourse  of  our  countreymen  with 
Campvere,  and  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  annual  committee  how 
far  it  may  appear  of  use  to  the  boroughs  to  have  the  same  printed, 
with  power  to  them  and  committee  if  they  see  fit  to  cause  print  and 
transmit  the  same  to  the  royal  boroughs. 

[32.  Agent  to  pay  John  Forbes  £5.] 


33.  The  same  day  the  convention  considering  that  no  report 
has  as  yet  been  made  in  regard  to  the  grievances  ariseing  to  trade 
from  the  practice  of  taking  coast  bonds  and  cocquets,  &c,  as  mentioned 


Annual 
committee 
to  consider 
the  com- 
plaints anent    . 

custom  house  m  the  38th  act  of  the  last  convention,  do  therefore  of  new  remit 
that  matter  to  the  annual  committee  to  the  end  mentioned  in  the 
said  former  act. 


[34.  Annual  committee  appointed.] 
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35.  The  same  day   the   convention   dissolve   this  present  meeting,   Edinburgh. 

.  i    t  t    u      i.    !■*  July  '"?■*• 

and    appoint    the    next    annual    convention    to    meet    and    be  held    at  (;onVention 

Edinburgh,  the  second  Tuesday  of  July   one  thousand   seven  hundred   dissolved. 

and    seventy-five   years,  and    appoint    their   clerks    to    direct  missives 

accordingly.     [Follows  signatures.] 


Follows  the  memorial  respecting  the  importation  of  oat  meal,  as 
appointed  to  be  recorded  by  the  27th  act  of  the  preceeding 
convention. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  oat  meal  is  the  capital  article  of 
food  among  the  lower  people  of  Scotland,  especially  labourers  and 
manufacturers;  of  consequence,  the  scarcity  or  dearth  of  it  never 
faills  to  be  attended  with  great  distress  to  that  rank  of  people,  and 
to  excite  general  complaints  and  murmurs  among  them. 

When  the  crops  of  this  country  are  short,  there  is  almost  always 
a  necessity  for  importing  oat  meal  for  the  maintainance  of  the  labourers 
and  manufacturers  from  abroad,  and  tho'  the  legislature  thought  proper 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  this  commodity  as  well  as  of  every 
species  of  grain  when  the  prices  are  low,  yet  when  they  arise  to  a 
certain  height  that  prohibition  is  removed. 

By  the  Scots  statute,  1703,  ch.  9,  oat  meal  is  allowed  to  be 
imported  when  it  rises  to  the  price  of  £8  Scots  per  boll,  that  is, 
1 3s.  4d.  sterl.,  and  this  continued  to  be  the  rule  for  70  years  with- 
out any  complaints  being  made  for  the  price  as  too  low. 

In  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign,  an  act  of 
parliament  was  made  for  regulating  the  importation  and  exportation 
of  corn  :  this  law  proceeds  upon  a  preamble,  setting  furth  that  the 
regulating  the  importation  and  exportation  of  grain  would  aftbord 
encouragement  to  the  farmer,  be  the  means  of  increasing  the  growth 
of  that  necessary  commodity,  and  of  affoording  a  cheaper  and  more 
constant  supply  to  the  poor,  and  in  pursuance  of  these  purposes, 
general  rates  are  fixed  for  the  whole  United  Kingdom  for  the  prices 
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Edinburgh,     of  grain   that  are   to   regulate    the    lawfulness   of    the   importation    or 
14  July  1774.  ,,-,,, 
exportation  thereof. 

There  is  one  clause  in  that  act  particularly  adapted  to  Scotland, 
vizt.,  that  relative  to  the  importation  of  oat  meal  from  abroad,  which 
is  by  the  act  absolutely  prohibited  unless  when  the  price  of  oat  meal 
exceeds  16  shs.  per  boll,  so  that  the  mercats  must  now  be  2sh.  8d.  p. 
boll  higher  than  they  were  formerly  before  oat  meal  can  be  imported. 

During  the  short  time  this  law  has  been  in  force,  this  clause  of 
it  has  been  very  generally  complained  of.  The  experience  of  seventy 
years  had  produced  no  bad  consequences  from  the  importation  of 
meal  being  permitted  when  the  rate  of  the  mercat  exceeded  1  os.  -id. 
p.  boll ;  it  was  never  heard  that  the  mercat  was  overstocked  with 
foreign  meal,  or  that  any  person  suffered  from  the  importation  of  it ; 
there  seemed,  therefore,  to  be  no  urgent  reason  for  altering  the  law 
in  this  respect,  especially  to  so  great  a  degree  as  raising  the  rate 
from   13s.  4d.  to   16  sh. 

The  present  state  of  the  country  is  judged  by  many  to  require 
a  repeal  of  this  part  of  the  statute,  the  stagnation  of  trade  &  manu- 
factures and  of  circulation  in  general  has  thrown  many  of  the  lower 
sort  of  people  into  great  distress ;  tho'  willing  to  work  upon  any 
terms,  a  great  number  of  them  cannot  get  employment,  and  as  for 
many  years  there  has  not  been  such  a  thing  as  a  full  cropt,  any 
regulation  that  tends  to  raise  the  price  of  an  essential  article  of 
their  dyet  must  bear  very  hard  upon  them. 

The  spirit  of  emigration  it  is  well  known  hath  diffused  itself  very 
generally  over  Scotland,  and  has  been  the  occasion  of  our  loseing 
a  very  great  number  of  oar  inhabitants  ;  many  causes  have  doubtless 
concurred  to  excite  this  spirit,  and  different  people  have  been 
prompted  to  emigrate  from  different  motives,  among  these  the  dearth 
of  provisions  hath  had  influence  with  many,  and  if  that  could  either 
in  whole  or  in  part  be  remedyed,  many  inhabitants  might  have  been 
saved  to  the  country  who  are  now  gone,  and  the  departure  of  many 
more  be  yet  prevented. 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  505 

By  the  statute   of  the    loth  of  his  present   Majesty,  a   very  great    Edinburgh. 
•  i       i      i  „  .'.*,.  .   .  14  .lulv  1 77-J . 

alteration  hath  been  made  m  England  on  the  price  or  provisions  - 
in  favour  of  the  pooi' ;  grain  it  is  believed  by  the  English  laws 
may  he  imported  at  all  times  into  England,  there  heing  no  possitive 
prohibition  other  than  that  which  arises  from  merchants  not  rinding 
it  their  interest  to  import  and  pay  a  heavy  duty  when  prices  are 
low  :  when  prices  rise,  the  duty  is  lowered  by  the  statute  (irmentioned, 
and  when  they  rise  still  higher,  exportation  is  prohibited,  thus  if 
there  is  either  corn  at  home  or  it  can  be  brought  from  abroad  at  a 
moderate  rate,  the  mereate  prices  are  alwise  kept  within  bounds,  \: 
there  is  no  clause  in  that  act  that  can  anyhow  tend  to  raise  the 
prices  of  either  grain  or  Mower,  or  meal  made  from  them,  beyond 
what  they  were  before. 

In  Scotland,  the  effects  of  that  statute  have  been  different;  while 
it  lowered  prices  in  England,  it  tended  to  raise  them  in  Scotland  : 
the  prohibitions  of  the  act,  1 703,  are  not  taken  off  by  the  statute 
of  the  13th  of  his  present  Majesty,  they  remain  in  full  force,  and 
an  additional  prohibition  in  the  article  of  oat  meal,  a  species  of 
consumpt  almost  peculiar  to  Scotland,  is  added,  by  which  means 
that  commodity  is  really  brought  dearer  to  the  mercat  than 
he  fore. 

The  prohibition,  however,  does  not  extend  to  England ;  there 
seems  to  be  nothing  to  hinder  oat  meal  to  be  brought  from  abroad 
and  afterwards  carry  ed  coast  ways  to  Scotland,  so  that  even  the 
prohibition  intended  may  be  evaded  ;  but  it  must  be  evaded  at  a 
considerable  expence  of  a  double  freight,  &c,  and  thus  without  any 
good  reason  the  price  of  the  commodity  is  brought  higher  to  mercat 
than  otherways  it  might  be. 

The  importation  of  oats  is  regulated  still  by  the  statute,  1703; 
there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  oats  should  remain  on  the 
same  footing  &  the  rate  of  oat  meal  be  so  much  raised.  The  provision 
in  the  statute  relative  to  oat  meal  seems  really  pernicious  to  the 
country,  particularly  to   the    labouring  and   manufacturing  part  of    it, 
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Edinburgh,  in  which  the  burrows  have  a  particular  concern.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, to  be  much  the  interest  of  the  whole  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland 
to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  get  this  clause  of  the  statute 
repealed. 


Follows  the  memorial  for  Mr  Smart  Tennant,  staple  factor  at 
Campvere,  as  appointed  to  be  recorded  by  the  30th  article  of 
the  preceeding  convention. 

The  right  honble.  the  magistrates  of  the  city  of  Campvere  in 
Zealand,  by  their  credential  letter,  dated  at  Campvere  the  14-th  day 
of  May  last  (herewith  produced),  have  honoured  the  memorialist 
with  commission  and  authority  to  make  known  their  willingness  and 
inclination  to  renew  the  staple  contract  between  the  royal  boroughs 
of  Scotland  and  their  city,  which  has  happily  subsisted  for  more 
than  two  centurys  and  was  last  renewed  in  the  year  1748,  and 
that  the  said  contract  being  to  expire  in  the  year  1782,  it  would 
conduce  to  the  mutual  benetite  and  advantage  of  both  partys'  con- 
tracters  and  their  inhabitants  to  prolong  the  same. 

Therefore  the  memorialist  is  impowered  to  represent  to  the  honble. 
magistrates  &  members  of  the  royal  boroughs  abovementioned  the 
needfulness  of  said  renewal,  to  inform  himself  of  the  intentions  of 
the  said  roval  boroughs  thereanent,  and  what  they  think  the  best 
manner  of  entering  into  treaty  for  that  purpose,  in  order  that  the 
same  being  intimated  to  the  said  magistrates  of  Campvere,  they 
may  regulate  their  deliberations  in  such  manner  as  to  attain  so 
desireable  an  end  as  further  to  prolong  and  confirm  so  ancient  an 
alliance  for  the  benefit  of  commerce. 

As  the  memorialist  is  perswaded  that  the  honble.  representatives 
of  the  royal  boroughs  will  make  a  suitable  return  to  this  amicable 
overture  of  the  city  of  Campvere,  a  letter  to  that  purpose  will  be 
highly  acceptable  to  the  magistrates  of  the  said  city,  on    whose    part 
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the  memorialist  can  assure  the  honble.  royal  burrows  that  at  making  Euinhuroii. 
a  new  contract  they  will  not  only  confirm  and  renew  all  the  ancient 
and  honourable  priviledges  &  stipulations  in  favour  of  the  Scots  nation 
&  the  commerce  thereof  in  their  city,  but  will  grant  all  such  new 
ones  as  lyes  in  their  power  which  may  be  recpiired  by  the  royal 
burrows  or  their  commissioner  or  commissioners  to  be  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  which  has  generally  been  the  lord  conservator  either 
alone  or  with  others.  (Signed)     Smart  Tennant. 


Follows  the  translation  of  the  commission   mentioned   in  the 
forgoing  memorial. 

We,  bailleu,  burgomasters,  schepens,  &  councillours  of  the  city 
of  Campvere  in  Zealand,  do  hereby  make  known,  that  taking  into 
consideration  that  the  staple  contract  between  the  royal  boroughs  of 
Scotland  and  this  city,  having  happily  subsisted  more  than  two 
centurys,  last  renewed  in  the  year  1748,  is  about  to  expire  in  the 
year  1782,  and  that  it  would  conduce  to  the  mutual  benefite  & 
advantage  of  both  parties'  contracters  and  their  inhabitants  to  prolong 
the  same,  so  it  is  that  we  have  found  proper  by  these  presents  to 
commission  &  authorize  Mr  Smart  Tennant,  staple  factor  &  mercht. 
of  this  city,  at  his  arival  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Brittain  where 
he  is  soon  intended  to  go,  to  make  known  our  willingness  &  inclina- 
tion  toward  the  renewing  of  said  contract  to  the  honble.  magistrates 
and  principal  members  of  the  royal  boroughs  above  written,  and 
where  he  shall  think  expedient,  and  to  represent  to  them  the 
needfulness  of  said  renewal,  their  intentions  thereanent  to  inform 
himself  of,  and  what  they  think  the  best  manner  of  entering  into 
treaty  for  that  purpose,  to  the  end  that  the  same  being  intimated 
to  us  we  may  be  enabled  to  regulate  our  deliberations  so  as  to  attain 
so  desireable  an  end  as  further  to  prolong  and  confirm  so  ancient 
an    alliance   for   the  benefite   of   commerce ;    and    in    order  to    qualify 
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Edinburgh,     the  said  Mr  Smart  Tennant  effectually  to  execute  this  his  commission, 
14  July  17/4.  .... 

we    have    committed    to   him    this    our    letter    of    credence,   requesting 

all   persons  in    office  to  whom   the   same   shall    he  shown  to    give  full 

helief   &    credit   to    whatever    the    said    Mr    Tennant   shall    represent 

to    them    on    our    part    concerning    the    matter  above   written,  and   to 

render    him    all    help    and    assistance    if    asked    and    required,     which 

shall  gladly  by  us  he  acknowledged  and  reciprocally  requitted. 

In   testimony  and  confirmation    hereof,  this,  the  seal  of  our  city, 

is    hereunto    affixed,  and  the   signature  of    our  secretary   adjoined,    at 

Campvere,  the   14th  of  May   1774.  (Signed)     J.   Ermerens. 


L.S. 


Follows   the   copy   of   the    letter    from    the    preses   to    the    magistrates 

of  Campvere. 

Right  Honourable, — Yesterday  there  was  laid  before  the  general 
convention  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  by  Mr  Smart  Tennant, 
staple  factor  &  merchant  in  Campvere,  a  memorial  in  behalf  of  your 
lordships  (with  your  commission  authorizing  him  to  that  purpose), 
expressing  "  your  willingness  to  renew  the  staple  contract  between 
"  your  city  and  the  royal  boroughs  which  expires  in  the  year  1782  ; 
"  and  assuring  the  royal  boroughs  that  at  makeing  a  new  contract 
"  your  lordships  will  not  only  confirm  &  renew  all  the  ancient  and 
"  honourable  priviledges  and  stipulations  in  favour  of  the  Scotch 
"  nation  and  commerce  thereof,  but  will  grant  all  such  new  ones 
"  as  lyes  in  37our  power  which  may  be  required  by  the  royal 
"  boroughs." 

The  convention  having  taken  this  matter  into  their  serious 
consideration,  have  directed  me  to  signify  to  your  lordships  their 
willingness  to  renew  in  a  friendly  manner  the  staple  contract  which 
has  so  long  subsisted  between  the  magistrates   of   Campvere   and    the 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  509 

royal    boroughs    of    Scotland,    and    that    they    have    remitted    to   their   Edikbdkhh. 

in  i      4.1  *•         *  r        UJulv  1774- 

annual   committee    to    make    tlio    necessary   preparations    tor   executing 

the  same. 

The  choice  of  Mr  Tennant  to  be  commissioner  on  the  part  of 
your  lordships  to  the  royal  burrows  of  .Scotland  was  universally 
acceptable  to  the  members  of  the  convention  ;  so  recommending  you 
to  the  divine  protection,  I  bid  you  heartily  farewell,  and  remain, 
with  all  due  respect,  my  lords,  your  very  obedient  humble  servant. 

(Sign'd)     Gilb.  Laurie,  preses. 
To  the  right  honble.  the   magis- 
trates of  Campvere  in  Zealand. 


Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 

15   July   1774.  Edinburgh. 

15  July  1774. 
Edinburgh,    Charles  Wright;     Perth,    William    Stewart;     Lanerk,   Sederunt. 
William       Wilson ;       Kinghorn,       Robert       Hamilton ;      Dumfermline, 
Alexander  Hart. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  having  met  in  terms  of 
the  appointment  of  the  convention,  they  elect  Mr  Charles  Wright, 
member  for  Edinburgh,  to  be  preses  of  this  meeting ;  and  having 
heard  read  the  several  remitts  made  to  them  by  the  last  convention, 
they  delay  entering  on  the  consideration  thereof  till  another  sederunt, 
and  in  the  meantime  recommend  to  Provost  Laurie,  as  preses  of 
last  convention,  to  transmitt  to  the  honble.  board  of  trustees  for 
improvement  of  manufactures  an  extract  of  the  resolutions  of  said 
convention  respecting  the  encouragements  proposed  for  promoting 
the  woolen  manufactures  in  Scotland,  so  as  that  board  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  taking  them  into  consideration  at  their    ri rst  meeting. 
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Edinburgh.  Follows  copy  of  the  letter  wrote  by  Provost  Laurie  to  the 

I5.1u1yl774.  honble.  the  board  of  trustees. 

Edinbr.,  27th  July  1774. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, — The  general  convention  of  the  royal 
boroughs  of  Scotland,  held  here  lately,  had  under  their  consideration 
some  applications  respecting  the  woolen  manufactures  of  this  country, 
and  in  consequence  thereof  I  am  directed  as  their  preses  to  lay  before 
you  their  opinion  of  that  matter,  as  contained  in  the  extract  of  their 
minute  herewith  inclosed,  which  they  doubt  not  you  will  take  under 
your  most  serious  consideration,  —  and  I  am,  with  the  greatest 
respect,  &ce. 


General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Ed.ni.urgh.  11    July    1775. 

11  July  1775. 

Sederunt.  Edinburgh,  John  Kid  &  Thomas  Simpson,  comrs.,  Charles  Wright 

&  Thos.  Heiriot,    assrs.  ;    Perth,   Alexr.  Simson,   comr.,  John  Stewart, 

assr. ;  Dundee,  Patrick  Maxwell,  comr.,  Thos.  Crichton,  assr. ;  Aberdeen, 

Adam    Duff,   comr.,    James    Jopp,    assr. ;     Stirling,   John    Burn,    comr., 

Jas.  Tower,  assr.  ;   Linlithgow,   William  Napier,  comr.,  James  Watson, 

assr. ;    Glasgow,    James  Buchanan,    comr.,  John    Campbell,    assr. ;    Air, 

David    Ferguson,    comr.,    John     Hunter,    assr.  ;     Haddingtoun,     Robt. 

Burton,    comr.,    Jas.     Dudgeon,    assr.  :     Dysert,    James    Reddie,    comr., 

Andw.     Redie,  assr.  ;    Kirkcaldie.    Robt.    Whyte,    comr.,    Robt.   Birrell, 

assr. ;     Montrose,    Alexr.    Christy,    comr.,    James    Low,    assr. ;    Coupar, 

.John  Baxter,  comr.,  George   Tod,  assr.  ;    Anstr.  Easter,    Jas.  Johnston. 

comr.,  James   Hogg,  assr. ;    Dumfries,    Andrew    Crosbie,    Esqr.,   comr. ; 
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Bruntisland,  Thomas  Chrystie,  comr.,  Jas.  Stuart,  aasr. ;  Inverkeithing,  Edin*di^?- 
John  Cuningham,  comr.,  Willm.  Walker,  aasr.  :  Kinghorn,  Robt.  sederunt. 
Hamilton,  comr.,  Alexr.  Alison,  assr. ;  Brechin,  John  Mollison,  comr., 
Walter  Biggar,  assr. ;  Irvine.  Charles  Hamilton,  comr.:  Jedburgh,  John 
Doug-las,  comr.,  Willm.  Elliot,  assr.:  Kirkcudbright,  Alexr.  Gordon, 
comr.,  Hon.  Alexr.  Gordon,  assr.  :  Pittenweem,  James  Nairn,  comr. : 
Dumfermline,  Adam  Rolland,  comr.,  Jon.  Flockhart,  assr. ;  Anstr. 
Wester,  Willm.  Thomson,  comr.,  Philip  Anstruther,  assr.  ;  Selkirk, 
Michael  Broad,  conn-.,  George  Currie,  assr.  :  Renfrew,  John  Paterson, 
comr.,  Peter  Paterson,  assr.;  Dunbar,  Robert  Fall,  comr.  ;  Willm. 
Knox,  assr.  ;  Lanerk,  Willm.  Inglis,  comr.,  William  Wilson,  assr.  : 
Aberbrothock,  James  Sturrock,  comr.,  Robt.  Jamison,  assr. ;  Peebles, 
Willm.  Ker,  comr.,  Ld.  Chief  Barron,  assr. ;  Crail,  James  Moncrieff, 
conn*.,  Willm.  Chalmers,  assr. ;  Tain,  David  Ross,  Esqr.,  comr. ;  Culross, 
Robt.  Halkerston,  comr.,  Robt.  Bald,  assr. ;  Banff,  Patrick  Duff,  comr., 
Thos.  Riddoch,  assr. ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan,  comr. ;  Forfar,  John 
Ogilvie,  comr.  ;  Rothsay,  Duncan  M'Millan,  comr. ;  Forres,  Lachlan 
Grant,  comr.  ;  Rutherglen,  Gabriel  Gray,  comr. ;  North  Berwick, 
Willm.  Swinton,  comr.,  Alexr.  Lauder,  assr. ;  Cullen,  Mr  James  Philp, 
comr. ;  Lauder,  James  Ednionston,  comr.  :  Kilrenny,  Robt.  Waddell, 
comr.,  Alexr.  Reid,  assr. ;  Annan,  James  Currie  Carlyle,  comr.,  Willm. 
Hay,  assr.  ;  Lochmaben,  William  Maxwell,  conn-. ;  Sanquhar,  George 
Clerk,  Esqr.,  comr. ;  Queensferry,  Arehd.  Stewart,  comr.,  James  Taylor, 
assr. ;  Inverury,  James  Ferguson,  Esqr.,  conn-.  :  Wick,  John  Sinclair, 
Esqr.,  comr.,  Isaac  Grant,  assr.  ;  Kirkwall,  Gilbert  Mason,  comr. : 
Inverbervie,  Thomas  Christie,  comr.,  James  Smyth,  assr.  ;  Campbell- 
town,  Alexr.  Murray,  Esqr.,  comr.:    (thirteen  burrows  blank). 

1.  The     which     day    the    convention     unanimously     elect    James   Preses 
Stodart,  Esqr.,  lord  provost   of   Edinburgh,  to   be   their   preses   during 
the  sitting  of  the  convention,  who  being  present  accepted  of  the  said 
office  and  gave  his  oath  de  Jideli,  he  being  formerly  qualified   to  his 
Kino-  George  the  Third  as  the  law  directs. 
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Edinburgh. 
II  July  1775. 


Henry 
Dundas, 

Esqr.,  chosen 
assessor. 


Report  on 
the  coalliers' 
petn. 
appro  ven. 


[2.  2d  article  of  the  missive  read.  3.  Committee  on  the  com- 
missions. 4.  Commissions  approven.  Any  commission  containing  a 
false  qualification  to  be  totally  rejected  &  the  borough  fined. 
5.  Article  of  the  missive  read.  (J.  Act  of  convention  read. 
7.  Committee  on  applications  appointed.  8.  Committee  on  the 
agent's  accots.] 

9.  The  same  day  the  preses  represented  that  his  Majesty's  late 
advocate  for  Scotland,  assessor  for  the  royal  boroughs,  was  by  his 
Majesty  appointed  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  Scotland,  and  moved  that 
Henry  Dundas,  Esqr.,  of  Melvil,  his  Majesty's  advocate  for  Scotland, 
should  be  appointed  assessor  to  the  convention  of  boroughs.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  unanimously  elect  him  into 
that  office. 

[10.  Minute  of  the  annual  committee  approven.  11.  Thos. 
Wood  and  William  Downie  chosen  officers.  12.  Tax  roll  continued. 
13.    Reports  from  the  trustees  &  genie,  receiver  presented.] 

Edinbr.,  12  July  1775. 
[14.    Commissions   approven.       15.    Report  on    the   agent's   accots. 
of    unfree    trade    approven.        16.     Report    on    the    agent's   accots.    of 
missive    dues    approven.     List    of  arrears    of    missive    dues   k  decreet 
agt.  the  deficients.] 

17.  The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
several  petitions  given  into  this  convention  reported  that  they  having 
taken  under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  the  coalliers  and 
salters  in  Scotland,  and  Mr  Walter  Scot,  their  agent,  praying  the 
aid  of  the  convention  towards  defraying  the  great  expence  they 
have  incurred  in  obtaining  the  late  act  of  parliament  for  restoring 
them  to  freedom,  were  of  opinion  that  the  petitioners  cannot 
at  this  time  receive  any  aid  from  the  convention,  in  regard  the 
petition  was  not  lodged  with  the  annual  committee  and  transmitted 
to  the   several   boroughs   in  terms  of  the  statutes  of   the    convention. 
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Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they   approve  of  the  said    Edinburgh. 
°  J  J      ei  l2Julyl77£ 

report. 


18.  The  same  day  the  committee  on    the  petitions  reported  that  Petition 

having    considered     the     petition     for    the     burgh     of    Aberbrothock,  i„.0thock  <& 

representing    the  distressed    state    of   that    borough    and    praying   the  agent  to  pay 

}  *  ,  s  .  them  £M- 

aid    of  the  convention,    they    were   of   opinion    the   convention    should 

authorize    the    agent    to    pay    to    the    petitioners   the    sum    of    forty 

pounds    sterling    towards     their     relief,    and     to    charge    the    same    on 

the    next    year's   missive   dues,   and   ought  also   to   recommend    to   the 

burghs    of     Perth,    Dundee,     Aberdeen,    Montrose,     and    Brechin,    any 

three  of  them  to   be  a  quorum,  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  debts 

and   funds   of   the    burgh     of   Aberbrothock,    and    to    consider    if    any 

plan    can    be    devised    for     operating     a     relief     from     their    present 

difficulty's,  and    to    report  the  same  to  the  next    convention.       Which 

being  considered  by  the  convention,    they  approve  of  the  said  report, 

authorize  their  agent  to  make  payment  to    the   forsaid    burgh   of  the 

sum    of  forty  pounds  sterling,    and  remitt    to   the   above   boroughs   to 

enquire  and   report  accordingly. 

19.  The  same   day   the   committee   on  the  petitions  reported   that  Petition  for 

having    considered    the     memorial     and     petition     for    the    burgh    of  and  affect  to 

•Jedburgh,    setting    furth    the     continued    distress    of    that    town    and  lm>' them 

.  .  .  .    .  £30. 

praying    the     aid     of    the     convention,     they     were     of    opinion     the 

convention    should    authorize    their   agent    to    pay    to    the    petitioners 

the    sum    of    thirty  pounds    sterling    for    their    relief,  and    to  charge 

the    same  on  the   next  year's    missive  dues.      Which    being  considered 

by  the  convention,   they   approve  of  the  said  report,   and   ordain  and 

enact  according^. 

20.  The    same    day    there    was    presented    a    petition     for    the  Petition  for 
magistrates    and    town    council    of    Whithorn,   setting   furth   the   great  and  com-' 
advantage  of  the  harbour  of  that  burgh  to  the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  mitte.e  t0. 

.  °  .  °  examine  into 

n-  present  ruinous  state  and  condition,  the  insufficiency  of  the  funds  the  facts. 

2g 
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Edinburgh. 

12  July  1775. 
Petition  for 
Whithorn, 

and  com- 
mittee to 
examine  into 
the  facts. 


of  that  borough  for  puting  it  into  proper  repair,  which  would  require 
at  least  £76  ster.  according  to  an  estimate  therewith  produced,  and 
praying  the  aid  of  the  convention  for  the  above  purpose,  or  to 
reinitt  to  the  nighbouring  boroughs  to  enquire  into  the  facts  sett 
furth  in  the  petition,  and  to  report  to  the  next  convention.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  reinitt  to  the  burghs  of 
Dumfries,  Kirkcudbright,  and  Stranraer,  any  two  of  them  to  he  a 
quorum,  to  enquire  into  the  matter  sett  furth  in  the  petition  &  to 
report,  to  whom  they  add  the  burgh  of  Wigtoun. 


Commission 
by  Patk. 
Crawfurd, 
conservator, 
to  John 
Stewart, 
his  depute, 
approven. 


21.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  a  petition  for  John  Stewart, 
setting  furth  that  lie  had  been  appointed  to  the  office  of  deputy 
conservator,  first  by  John  Home,  and  afterwards  by  the  present 
lord  conservator,  Patrick  Crawfurd,  Esqr.,  who's  commission  in  the 
petitioner's  favours,  together  with  a  certificate  of  the  petitioner's 
having  qualified  himself  by  taking  the  oaths  appointed  by  law,  were 
therewith  produced,  and  praying  the  convention  to  grant  their 
confirmation  and  approbation  of  his  commission,  and  that  it  may 
be  so  recorded  accordingly.  Which  being  considered  by  the  conven- 
tion, they  did  and  hereby  do  approve  of  the  conservator's  choice, 
confirm  the  forsaid  commission  granted  by  him  to  the  said  John 
Stewart,  and  appoint  the  same  to  be  recorded  immediately  after  the 
acts  of  this  convention,  and  remitt  to  the  magistrates  of  Campvere 
to  take  his  oath  de  field  i. 


Remitt  to  Mr 
Williamson 
&  Mr 

M'Gowan 
to  examine 
Mr  Yair's 
history  of 
the  staple 
contract. 


22.  The  same  day  Mr  Joseph  Williamson  represented  that  the 
convention  last  year  remitted  to  him  as  their  clerk,  and  Mr  John 
M'Gowan,  commissioner  for  Whithorn,  to  revise  the  manuscript 
transmitted  from  the  Revd.  Mr  Yair  containing  the  history  of  the 
staple  contract,  and  several  grants  of  the  Counts  of  Flanders  in 
favours  of  the  Scots  traders,  and  other  matters  relative  to  the 
intercourse  of  our  countrymen  with  Campvere,  and  to  report  their 
opinion    to   the  annual    committee   how   far  it    may   appear    of  use  to 
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the    boroughs    to     have    the    same    printed :     that    after    perusing    the  Edinburgh. 

manuscript    and  corresponding   with   Mr   Vair,    he  desired  to  have    his  |>~emit't  lcl '^j,. 

papers   sent  to  Cainpvere  as  lie   proposed   to  make  some  additions  and  Williamson 

improvements;     that    the   manuscript    was    accordingly    transmitted   to  M'Gowan 

Cainpvere    hut    not    yet    returned    to    this    country,    and    he   therefore  ^y^y'J6 

moved     that    the    convention     would     of     new     authorize     him     and   history  of 
„     „,„  .,  .    .  ,  ,,        the  staple 

Mr  M'bowan,  so   soon    as   the  manuscript  was  returned,  to  revise  the   contract. 

same,  report  their  opinion  to  the  next  annual  committee,  and   impower 

them    to  cause  print  the  same  if    they  should  judge    it  of  use  to  the 

boroughs,  and  to  transmitt  copies  to  the  several  boroughs  of  Scotland. 

Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  motion, 

authorize  Messrs  Williamson  and  M'Gowan  to    lodge  their  report  with 

the    annual  committee,   with    full    powers  to  them    to   cause  print  the 

manuscript    if    they   judge    it    may    be    of    use    to  the    boroughs,   and 

cause  transmitt  copies  to  each  of  them. 

'!'■).   The   same  day  there   was   laid   before   the  convention  a   letter   Letter  from 
from  the  magistrates  of  Cainpvere,  addressed  to  the  honble.  convention   trates  of  " 

in    return   to  the   one  wrote    them    by  the    preses  of  last    convention,  Cainpvere 

*  anent  the 

expressing  their  readiness  to  renew  the  staple   contract,  and   for    that  renewal  of 

purpose  to  appoint  commissioners   so    soon  as  the  royal  boroughs   had  Cof,tracte& 

appointed  theirs:   at  the    same   time    the    preses  acquainted    the    con-  committee  to 

,  .  .  ,  consider  the 

vention  of  his  having  received  a   letter  from  the  conservator  on  that   articles  of 

subject,  giving  it  as  his  opinion  that  as  several  matters  might  occurr     ie  Inesen  • 

that   would  require  to  be  attended  to  in  the  renewing  of  the  contract, 

it  would  be   therefore  proper  to    delay    the  naming  of    commissioners 

till   the    next    convention,    in    order    that    the    terms    of    the    contract 

may   be   properly   considered   and   digested.       Which   being  considered 

by   the   convention,   they   remitt   to  the    burghs   of   Edinburgh,    Perth, 

Dundee,   Aberdeen,   Kirkcaldie,    Montrose,   and    Aberbrothock    to    take 

into   consideration   the   different   articles   of   the    present   contract,   and 

to  report  to  the  next  convention  what  additions  &   alterations  ought 

to  be  made  thereon  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  royall  boroughs 
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Edinburgh,     and  toun  of  Campvere  ;  and  recommend  to  the  preses  of  the  convention 
Tlie  preses       ^°  desire  the  conservator  to  transmits  his  opinion,  with  those  of  the 

to  write  the     other  gentlemen  of  the  Scots  factory,  in  regard  to  the  renewall  of  the 

conservator 

&  magistrates  staple  contract;  and  further,  recommend  to  the  preses  to  write  to  the 

ampvere.   magistrates   of   Campvere   that   the  convention  of    the  royal   boroughs 

of    Scotland    are    taking    the    necessary    steps    towards  '  renewing    the 

staple    contract,    and    will    name    commissioners    properly    authorized 

for  entering  into  the  same. 


Henry 
Dundas, 

Esqr. , 
qualified  as 
assessor 
to  the 
convention. 

Annual 
missive 
continued 
with  an 
addition  as 
to  the 

qualification 
of  members 
to  the 
convention. 


Edinbr.,   13  July  1775. 
[24.  Commission  approven.] 

25.  The  same  day  Henry  Dundas,  Esquire,  lord  advocate  for 
Scotland,  appeared  in  convention,  accepted  of  the  office  of  being  their 
assessor,  and  took  the  oath  de  Jideli,  and  qualified  himself  to  his 
Majesty   King  George  as  the  law  directs. 

26.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  the  annual 
missive  read  in  their  presence,  they  approve  of  the  several  heads 
and  articles  thereof  as  they  now  stand,  but  appoint  the  following 
addition  to  be  made  to  the  first  article  with  respect  to  commissioners 
and  assessors  who  claim  solely  on  the  qualification  of  having  three 
thousand  merks  lying  within  the  royalty  or  a  superiority  to  that 
value,  vizt.,  that  they  subjoin  to  their  commission  and  subscribe  a 
declaration  of  the  following  import : — I, 

commissioner    or    assessor    respectively,    appointed    by    the    burgh    of 

do  solemnly  declare  that  I  am  really  and 
truely  proprietor  of  lands  and  houses  to  the  value  of  three  thousand 
merks  Scots  lying  within  the  royalty  of  that  burgh,  or  have  a 
superiority  within  the  royalty  to  that  value,  and  that  my  right 
and  title  is  noways  nominal  or  fictitious,  and  I  am  willing  to 
make   oath  to  the  truth  of  this  declaration  if  required  ;  and  this  the 
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convention    appoints    to    be    a   part    of    the  first  article  of  the  annual    Edinbdrgu. 

.....  .  13  July  1775. 

missive  in  tune  coming-.  ^— 

27.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  from  Glasgow  reported  that   ltegulations 

he  had   been    at  some  pains  in    preparing  proposals  for  regulating  the  u8e(jjn  'K ' 

weights  and  measures  in  the  city  of  Glasgow    for   preventing;  frauds,  Glasgow 

&  .  „  approven. 

and  moved    that    the    convention    should  approve    of    these    proposals 

as  an  interim  regulation  for  that  city  till  one  more  compleat  for 
regulating  the  weights  and  measures  can  be  formed.  Which  being- 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  proposals, 
and  appoint  them  to  be  recorded  immediately  after  the  acts  of  this 
convention. 

28.  The  same  day  the  convention  appoint  the    Right  Honble.  the  Committee 

Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland,  the    Honble.  Alexander  Gordon,  advocate,   [?  consu,er 

'    the  stare  of 

John    Swinton,    Esqr.,    advocate,     the     Lord    Chief     Barron,     and     the,  weights, 

&C6     in 
preses  of  the  convention,   any  three  to  be  a   quorum,  to  consider   the  Scotland. 

state  of   the  weights  and  measures  in  Scotland,   and  to  use  their   best 

endeavours  in  forming  a  plan   for  adjusting  the  weights  and  measures, 

and   to   report   what    occurrs   to   them    on  this  important  affair  to  the 

annual  committee  or  to  the  next  convention. 

29.  The    same    day    the    convention    considering    the    destructive  Committee 

practise  of  the   numerous  private  stells  errected  and  used  in  different  0°  means  To 

parts  of  this  kingdom  contrary  to  law,  which  prove  not  only  pernicious  prevent 

,  ~  »  i     7  ,.,  private  stills 

to  the   health   and   morals   of  the  lower  class  of  people,  but  likewise   &  the  griv- 

dangerous   to   the   nighbouimood   by   occasioning   accidents   of   fire,  did   'oast  bonds. 

therefore  nominate  and  appoint  the  Right  Honble.   the  Lord  Advocate, 

Alexander  Murray,  Esqr.,  his  Majesty's  sollicitor  general  for  Scotland, 

comr.     for     Campbelltown,     Andrew     Crosbie,    Esquire,    advocate,    the 

Honble.    Alexander    Gordon,   and   the   preses   to  consider  that   matter, 

and    to    report    to    the    annual    committee    or    next    convention    what 

appears    to    them    the    most    effectual    measure    for    preventing    that 

pernicious  practise,   and   to  prepare  and   transmit   a   memorial   on  that 
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Edinburgh,  subject  to  the  honble.  the  board  of  treasury ;  as  also  to  consider  the 
grivances  arising  to  trade  from  the  practise  of  taking  coast  bonds 
and  cocquets,  &ce.,  as  mentioned  in  the  38th  act  of  the  convention, 
1773,  and  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  annual  committee  or  next 
convention  as  to  what  appears  to  them  the  most  effectual  means 
for  obtaining  redress. 

[30.  Agent  to  pay  sallarys  and  gratuitys.  31.  Agent  to  pay 
John  Forbes  £5.  32.  And  to  Robert  Mein  £2,  2s.  33.  Annual 
committee  appointed.] 

Convention  34.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  convention, 

and  appoint  the  next  general  convention  to  meet  and  be  held  at  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  second  Twesday  of  July  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  years,  and  appoint  their  clerks  to 
direct  missives  accordingly.       [Follows  signatures.] 


Follows  the  commission  granted  by  Patrick  Crawfurd,  Esqr.,  con- 
servator, to  John  Stuart  as  his  deputy,  and  appointed  to  be 
recorded  by  the  21st  act  of  the  last  convention. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I,  Patrick  Crawfurd,  Esqr., 
whereas  the  king  by  his  commission  under  the  seal  appointed  to 
be  used  in  Scotland  in  place  of  the  great  seal,  bearing  date  the 
20th  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine  years, 
and  sealed  the  eight  day  of  April  same  year,  did  nominate  and  appoint 
me  to  be  conservator  of  the  priviledges  of  the  royal  burroughs  of 
Scotland  at  Campvere  and  other  places  in  Zeeland  or  else  where  with- 
in the  United  Provinces,  and  also  his  Majesty's  resident  and  consul, 
giving  and  granting  to  me  the  foresaid  offices  of  conservator,  resident, 
and  consul,  with  as  full  extent  of  authority,  priviledge,  right,  and 
liberty  as  any  former  conservator  in  time  past  did  possess  and 
enjoy,  and   specially   with   power  to   me  of  appointing  a  deputy,   one 
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or  more  in  the  said  offices,    with  clerks,  assisters,  and  other  members  Edinburgh. 

of    court,    with    power    to    me    by    myself    or    those    to    be    appointed 

under    me    to    receive   all    the  dutys,    fees,    casualitys,    &    emoluments 

belonging  to  the  said   offices,   and   to  seize  and  apprehend  the  persons 

and  destrain   &   sell  the  goods  of  delinquents,  as  in  his  Majesty's  said 

commission    to    me    is    more    fully    contained  ;     and    it    being    become 

necessary    for    me    to    name    a    deputy    for    the    exercise    of    the    said 

offices,  and  being  fully  informed  of  the  Btnes  and  good  qualifications 

of  John  Stewart,  Esqr.,  at  present  deputy  conservator  at  Campvere,  for 

the    discharge    of    the    dutys    as   my    deputy    in    the    foresaid    offices, 

therefore  have   nominated,   constituted,   authorized,   and    appointed,    as 

I  do  by   these  presents   nominate,    constitute,    authorize,    and    appoint 

the    said    John    Stuart,    Esqr.,   during   pleasure   to   be   my   deputy    for 

exerceing  the  foresaid   offices  of  conservator  of  the  priviledges  of  the 

royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  at  Campvere  and  other  places  in  Zeeland 

or    else    where    within    the    United    Provinces,    and    also    of    his    said 

Majesty's   resident   &   consul,   hereby    giving   and    committing    to    him 

my   full    warrant,   &   power,   &   commission  to   use   &   exercise   as   my 

deputy   foresaid    the  said   offices   of  conservator,   resident,   and   consul, 

with   all   jurisdiction,  power,  authority,  priviledge,    right,   and   libertys 

thereto    belonging,    in    terms    of   his    Majesty's   commission   to    me,    as 

fully  and  freely   as   he,  as  deputy   to   the  Honble.  John  Home,  Esqi\, 

the    former    lord    conservator,    did    or    might   have   done :     In    witness 

whereof  I   have   subscribed   these    presents    written    upon    this   &    the 

preceeding  page  of  stamped  paper  with  my    own  hand   at  Rotterdam 

this  third   day  of  May,  one   thousand   seven    hundred    and    sixty-nine 

years,    before    these    witnesses,    Jas.    &    Geo.    Crawfuvd,    Esquires,    my 

brothers.        (Signed)    Patrick    Crawfurd.        James    Crawfurd,   witness, 

George  Crawfurd,  witness. 

Edinbr.,  21st  June  1779. — Received  by  me,  doer  for  the  above- 
mentioned  John  Stewart,  Esqr.,  the  principal  commission  in  favours 
of  the  said  John  Stewart  as  above  recorded.  Smart  Tennent. 
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Edinburgh.  Follows  the  proposals  for  regulating  the  weights  and  measures  in 
the  city  of  Glasgow,  and  appointed  to  be  recorded  by  the 
27th  act  of  the  last  convention. 

Proposals  for  Regulating  the   Weights  and  Measures  in   the 
City  of  Glasgow. 

An  office  should  be  appointed  under  the  inspection  of  a  person 
properly  qualified  to  examine  &  adjust  all  beams,  weights,  and 
measures  of  every  kind.  This  should  be  intimated  to  the  inhabitants, 
and  they  ordered  to  bring  all  their  beams,  weights,  and  measures 
to  be  adjusted  at  the  office,  and  also  to  be  stamped,  numbered,  and 
entered  in  a  regular  alphabetical  register  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose, 
to  contain  the  names  of  each  person  with  the  number  of  beams, 
weights,  or  measures  they  have  or  use.  This  to  be  done  once  every 
year  at  least,  at  such  time  as  shall  be  appointed   by  the  dean  of  gild. 

As  the  first  thing  needful  is  to  procure  an  accurate  set  of  weights 
and  measures  for  the  use  of  the  city,  it  will  be  necessary  to  get  proper 
standarts  from  the  places  appointed  by  law  for  keeping  the  standards 
of  Scotland,  and  also  a  standard  for  the  English  or  averdupoise  weight 
fi'om  the  Tower  or  Exchequer  at  London ;  the  weights  keept  for  that 
purpose  in  this  city  having  been  used  as  standards  ever  since  the 
Union  can  hardly  be  supposed  to  be  just.  It  will  also  be  necessary 
to  have  good  beams  for  adjusting  weights,  and  stamps  or  punches 
with  the  city  arms  thereon,  and  numerical  figures  proper  for  marking 
both  metal  and  wood,  and  three  standards  for  each  weight  and 
measure,  one  for  the  use  of  the  office,  one  to  be  locked  up  by  the 
dean  of  gild,  and  the  other  by  the  town  clerk,  that  they  may  at 
any  time  be  compared  together,  as  the  constant  use  of  one  may  in 
time  insensibly  alter  it.  In  order  that  the  expence  of  this  office  may 
be  properly  repaid,  every  person  shall  be  oblidged  to  pay  two  pence 
for  stamping  and  registrating  every  beam,  besides  what  is  reasonable 
for  adjusting  the  same,  and  also  one  penny  for  stamping  and 
registrating  every  56,  28,  or    14  lib.  weights,    and    in  proportion    for 
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smaller  weights,  besides  an  allowance  for  adjusting  them.     All  makers   Edinburgh. 

and    sellers    of    beams,    weights,    &c.,    must    have    them    stamped    and 

adjusted   before    they  arc  offered  to   sale.     Two  pence  to  be  also  paid 

at  the  office  for  stamping  and  registrating  every  large  liquid  measure, 

and    two   pence   for   every  firlot  or   smaller   measure,    and  the   makers 

must    be    oblidged    to    have  them    stamped    at    the    office    before  they 

are  offered  for  sale  ;  a  penalty  not  exceeding 

should    be  incurred   by   every  person    who  does    not  comply   with    the 

above  regulations. 

The  keeper  of  the  office  should  be  oblidged  to  keep  an  exact 
accot.  of  all  the  money  he  receives,  and  if  it  exceeds  the  necessary 
charges,  the  surplus  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  poor. 

When  the  standards  of  every  kind  are  procured,  a  comparative 
table  should  be  made  out  to  show,  in  as  clear  and  distinct  a  manner 
as  possible,  the  proportions  between  the  English  averdupoise  weight, 
the  Dutch  or  meal  weight,  and  the  iron  weight  as  used  in 
this  city  and  its  environs,  and  also  the  proportions  betwixt  the  dry 
measures  used  here  with  the  Linlithgow  and  Winchester,  and  the 
Scots  liquid  measures  compared  with  the  English  wine,  beer,  and  ale 
measures,  which  table  will  shew  the  cubic  inches  in  each  measure 
and  their  ordinary  dimensions. 


Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  (ft  Edinburgh. 

12  January   1776.  EniNmmcu. 

James  Stodart,  Esqr.,  chosen  preses ;    Edinburgh,  Charles  Wright   1776'. 
&  Thomas  Herriot :  Air,  John  Hunter;  Dumfermline,  John  Flockhart :  Sederunt. 
Brechin,    Walter    Biggar ;     Anstr.    Wester,    Philip    Anstruther :     Banff', 
Thomas  Riddoch ;    Whithorn,  John   M'Gowan  :    North   Berwick,  Alex- 
ander Lauder :   Annan,  William  Hay ;  Sanquhar,  George  Clerk,  Esqr.  : 
Inverury,  Mr  James  Ferguson  ;    Kirkwall,  Gilbert   Mason. 
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Edinburgh.  The    which    day    the    annual    committee    unanimously    elect    the 

1776.  Right   Honble.   James   Stodart,   Esqr.,  lord   provost   of    Edinburgh,    to 

be  their  preeses. 

The  same  day  the  preeses  represented  that  as  a  bill  was  now 
brought  in  and  depending  in  parliament  for  establishing  a  militia 
in  Scotland,  and  as  this  was  an  object  of  very  great  importance  to 
this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  particularly  to  the  state  of 
boroughs,  he  had  therefore  called  this  meeting  in  order  that  they 
might  take  under  their  serious  consideration  that  affair,  and  with 
a  view  that  the  sense  of  the  boroughs  in  regard  to  the  above  bill 
might  be  the  better  understood,  that  he  had  signified  by  a  letter  to 
the  magistrates  of  the  principal  boroughs  the  time  fixed  for  the 
present  meeting  of  the  annual  committee,  and  requested  either  their 
attendance  at  this  meeting,  or  to  transmitt  their  sentiments  in  regard 
to  the  forsaid  bill,  in  consequence  of  which  he  had  received  letters 
from  the  provosts  of  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Montrose, 
and  Dumfries  on  that  subject.  All  which  being  read  in  presence  of 
the  annual  committee,  together  with  a  letter  from  Mr  Andrew  Crosbie, 
member  for  Dumfries,  to  the  last  convention,  containing  his  sentiments 
as  to  the  advantages  that  must  arise  from  the  plan  proposed,  the 
annual  committee,  after  fully  reasoning  and  considering  this  matter, 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  establishing  of  a  militia  in 
Scotland  on  a  proper  footing  will  be  of  very  great  advantage  to 
this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  therefore  appoint  their  preeses 
to  write  to  the  magistrates  of  all  the  roj^al  boroughs  acquainting 
them  of  the  sentiments  of  the  committee  on  that  head,  and  to 
recommend  to  them  to  instruct  their  respective  representatives  in 
parliament  to  give  their  countenance  and  aid  towards  obtaining  an 
act  of  parliament  to  the  forsaid  purpose  :  and  the  committee  further 
considering  that  as  from  the  present  state  of  the  bill  now  depending 
before  the  House  of  Commons  they  cannot  at  present  form  any 
proper  opinion  of  it,  they   therefore   subcommit  to  the  preses  and    to 
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Mr     Simpson,    member     for     Edinburgh;     Mr     Crosbie,     member     for    Edinburgh. 

Dumfries;  Commissioner  Clerk,  member   for  Sanquhar;   Mr  Ferguson,   1776. 

member     for     Inverury;      Mr     M'Gowan,     member     for     Whithorn; 

Mr  Biggar,  assessor  for  Brechin  ;     Mr    Mason,    member   for   Kirkwall  : 

and    Mr   Carrie,   assessor   for  Selkirk,   together   with    such    others   of 

the    members    of    this    committee    as    ehuse    to    be    present,    to    attend 

to     the     further    proceedings     in     the     abovementioned     bill,    and     to 

endeavour    to    obtain     such     alterations    or    amendments     therein     as 

they    may   judge    to    be    proper    and    for    the    interest    of    the    royal 

borouo'bs. 


Follows  copy  of  the  letter  wrote  by  the  preeses  to  all  the  royal 
boroughs  as  directed  by  the  preceeding  minute. 

Gentlemen, — At  the  meeting  of  the  annual  committee  of  the 
royal  boroughs  held  here  this  day,  they  had  under  their  consideration 
the  proposed  bill  for  establishing  a  militia  in  this  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  when  they  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  a  militia 
under  proper  regulations  will  be  a  very  great  advantage  to  this 
country,  and  have  directed  me  as  their  preses  to  acquaint  you  of 
their  sentiments,  and  to  recommend  to  you  to  instruct  your  repre- 
sentative in  parliament  to  use  his  best  endeavours  that  the  bill  now 
depending  in  parliament  for  tin's  purpose  may  pass  into  a  law. 
which  I  doubt  not  you  will  do  without  loss  of  time,  and  with 
great  respect,  I  am,  <foce. 

<S  March   177(5. 

James  Stodart,  Esqr.,  preses;   Edinbr.,  Charles  Wright;   Glasgow,  Sederunt. 
James   Buchanan,    Esqr.  ;     Dumfries,   Andrew  Crosbie,  Esqr.  :     Brechin, 
Walter    Biggar;     Anstr.    Wester,    Philip   Anstruther ;     Whithorn.   John 
M'Gowan;     Annan,    William    Hay;     Sanquhar,    George    Clerk,    Esqr.; 
Wick,  Issac  Grant;  Kirkwall,  Gilbert  Meason. 
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Edinburgh.  The  which  day  the  preses  informed  the  meeting  that  he  had  since 

1776.  last  sederunt  some  letters  from  others  of  the  boroughs  approving  of  a 

militia  for  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  that  from  this  and 
other  circumstances  he  imagined  the  plan  would  meet  with  no  oposi- 
tion  from  this  country,  and  that  he  had  called  the  present  meeting 
at  the  desire  of  Provost  Buchanan,  member  for  Glasgow,  who  had 
some  things  to  suggest  to  them  relative  to  the  effects  of  the  proposed 
bill  to  certain  boroughs ;  and  accordingly  Provost  Buchanan  moved 
that  he  apprehended  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  some  proper 
clause  inserted  in  the  present  pi'oposed  militia  bill  for  Scotland,  in 
like  manner  as  is  provided  by  the  militia  act  for  England,  vizt., — 
That  the  chief  magistrates  of  such  citys  or  touns  as  are  counties 
within  themselves  should  have  the  power  of  appointing  the  officers 
of  the  militia  raised  within  their  citys  or  towns  according  to 
the  number  of  men  they  raise,  and  who's  qualifications  shall  be 
ascertained  by  their  being  possest  of  a  personal  or  real  estate  in 
some  measure  suitable  to  what  is  described  by  that  act ;  and 
further,  that  when  the  militia  shall  be  called  out  to  be  exercised,  they 
shall  be  assembled  for  that  purpose  as  near  to  the  largest  or 
principal  city  or  town  within  each  county  as  may  be.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  annual  committee,  and  Mr  Crosbie,  member  for 
Dumfries,  having  informed  of  his  intention  to  sett  out  soon  for 
London,  the  committee  recommend  it  to  him  to  attend  to  the  further 
proceedings  in  the  abovementioned  bill  for  Scotland,  and  to  use  his 
best  endeavours  to  procure  some  such  clause  inserted  therein  as  that 
abovementioned,  and  to  correspond  with  the  preses  on  this  subject, 
or  any  other  alterations  or  amendments  which  may  be  judged  necessary 
on  the  forsaid  bill  and  tending  to  the  benefite  &  advantage  of  the 
state  of  boron  oh  s. 
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General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 

9   July    1776.  Edinburgh. 

9. July  177«. 
Edinburgh,  John  Kid  &  Orlando  Hart,  commissrs.,  Davd.  Forrester  Sederunt. 

&   Tlios.   Simpson,   assrs.  :     Perth,   Alexr.  Simson,  comr.,  John  .Stewart, 

assr.  ;  Dundee,  Patrick  Maxwell,  comr.,  Wilhn.  Maxwell,  assr. :  Aberdeen, 

Adam    Duff,    comr.,    Wilhn.    Young,    assr.  ;     Linlithgow,    Robert   Clerk, 

comr..  James  Watson,  assr.  ;  St  Andrews,  Christianas  Adamson,  comr., 

Alexr.  Campbell,  assr.  ;  Glasgow,  James  Buchanan,  comr.,  Robt.  Donald, 

assr. ;    Air,  David  Ferguson,  comr.,  John  Hunter,  assr. :  Haddingtown, 

James   Dudgeon,   comr.,    David    Smith,    assr. ;    Dysert,    James    Reddie, 

comr.,   Andw.    Reddie,   assr. ;     Kirkcaldie,    Robt.   Birrell,  comr.,  George 

Heggie,  assr. ;  Montrose,  James  Bisset,  comr.,  James  Low,  assr. ;  Coupar, 

John  Baxter,  comr.,  George  Tod,  assr. ;  Anstr.  Easter,  Andw.  Johnston, 

comr.,  Jas.  Johnston,  assr. ;  Dumfries,  Robert  Maxwell,  comr.,  Andrew 

Crosbie,  assr.  ;     Inverness,   James  Grant,  comr.,   Chas.   M'Intosh,  assr. ; 

Bruntisland,  John  Hay,  comr.,  Samuel  Charters,  assr.  ;    Inverkiething, 

John    Cunningham,    comr.,    Wilhn.  Walker,    assr.  :     Kinghorn,    Robert 

Hamilton,  comr.,  Alexr.  Alison,  assr. ;     Brechin,  John  Mollison,  comr.  ; 

Irving,  Charles  Hamilton,  comr.  ;  Jedburgh,  Willm.  Elliot,  comr.,  James 

Potts,    assr. ;     Kirkcudbright,    Alexr.    Gordon,    comr.,    Honble.    Alexr. 

Gordon,  assr. ;    Wigtoun,  William  Campbell,  comr.  :   Pittenweem,  James 

Nairn,  comr.,  Gavin   Hogg.  assr. ;  Dumfermline,  Adam   Rolland,  comr., 

Jon.     Flock  hart,    assr. ;     Anstr.     Wester,    Jas.    Wilkie,    comr.,     Philip 

Anstruther,     assr.  ;     Selkirk,    Thomas    Currer,    comr.,    George    Currie, 

assr. ;     Dunbar,     Robt.     Melvill,    comr.,    David    Loch,    assr. ;     Lanerk, 

Christopher    Banantyne,    comr. ;     Aberbrothock,   Jas.    Sturrock,    comr., 

Alexr.   Hart,  assr. :     Elgin,   John    Innes,  comr. ;     Peebles,   Willm.    Kerr, 

comr.,  James  Reid,  assr.;  Crail,  John  Dudingston,  comr.,  Willm.  Brown, 

assr.  ;  Tain,  David   Ross,  Esqr.  :   Culross,  James  Johnston,  comr.,  John 
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Sederunt. 


Preses 

chosen. 


Agent  Lo  pay 
Jedburgh 
£30  ster. 


Halkerston,  assr. ;  Banff'  Patrick  Duff',  conir.,  Thomas  Riddoch,  assr. ; 
Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan,  comr. ;  Forfar,  William  Ker,  comr, ; 
Rothsay,  Duncan  M'Millan,  comr.,.  Jas.  Stirling,  assr. ;  Rutherglen, 
James  Fleeming,  comr.,  Robt.  Cullen,  assr. ;  North  Berwick,  Willm. 
Swinton,  comr.,  Alexr.  Lauder,  assr.  ;  Cullen,  James  Philp,  Esqr., 
assr. :  Lauder,  James  Edmonston,  comr. ;  Kilrenny,  Alexr.  Reid, 
comr.,  Andrew  Ried,  assr. ;  Annan,  George  Hardie,  comr.,  Jas.  Currie 
Carlyle,  assr.  ;  Lochmaben,  William  Hoggan,  comr.  ;  Sanquhar,  George 
Clerk  Maxwell,  Esqr.,  comr. ;  New  Galloway,  John  Syme,  comr. ; 
Queensferry,  Archd.  Stewart,  comr.,  Jas.  Taylor,  assr. ;  Wick,  John 
Sinclair,  comr.,  Issac  Grant,  assr. :  Kirkwall,  Gilbert  Meason,  comr. ; 
Inverbervie,  Thos.  Christie,  comr.,  John  Smith,  assr. ;  Campbelltown, 
Alexr.  Murray,  Esqr.,  comr. ;    (twelve    burrows  blank). 

1.  The  which  day  the  convention  unanimously  elected  James 
Stodart,  Esqr.,  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their 
preses  during  the  sitting  of  this  convention,  who  being  present 
accepted  of  the  office  and  gave  his  oath  de  fideli,  he  being  formerly 
qualified  to  his  Majesty  King  George  as  the  law   directs. 

[2.  Committee  on  the  commissions.  3.  2d  article  of  the  missive 
read.  4.  Commissions  approven.  5.  Act,  1749,  read.  6.  Commissions 
approven.      7.    Petition  for  Forres  remit  to  a  committee.] 

<S.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  a  petition  from 
the  burgh  of  Jedburgh,  bearing  that  this  burgh  had  been  in  use  for 
many  years  past  to  apply  to  the  honble.  convention  for  having  the 
tax  roll  opened,  or  at  least  untill  that  was  done  to  obtain  such 
annual  relief  from  the  convention  as  the  decay 'd  state  of  their 
trade  and  finances  justly  entitled  them  to  ;  that  the  convention  has 
been  in  use  of  affording  the  borough  of  Jedburgh  thirty  pounds  p. 
annum,  which  the  council  and  community  expected  would  be  still 
allowed  as  the  circumstances  and  situation  of  the  place  was  so 
far    from    being   improved    that    they  were    rather    upon    the    decline, 
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and    therefore  praying  to  have  the  uswall  allowance  of  thirty  pounds   Edinburgh. 
/•         i  i  ,  i  i        ,      <•    .i  •     •  i       i       9  July  1776. 

p.    annum    continued    and   to    be   made    a    head   or    the   missive,    to    be   Agent  to  pay 

annually    allowed    it    in     time    coming,    untill    the    tax    roll    he    either  Jedburgh 
„  .      ,  .        .  £30  ster. 

adjusted    or    new    or    it    be    ascertained    that    their    circumstances    are 

improved.      Which  being  considered   by  the  convention,  they  authorize 

their  agent   to   make  payment  to  the  said  burgh  of  the  sum  of  thirty 

pounds    sterling   for   their  immediate    relief,   and    to    charge  tire    same 

on  the  now  current  year's  missive  dues. 

9.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  convention   Petition  of 

an  application   from  several  merchants     dealing    in    wool    and    woolen   manufil0. 

goods.  manufactures  of  wool  into  cloath  of  different  kinds,  hatts  and   .turers,  &c, 
°  in  favours  ot 

other  branches  of  that  trade,   representing  the  necessity  of  paying  the   David  Loch 

greatest  attention  to  this   great   object,   that  in  their  opinion  a  person  committee. 

should  be   appointed    to    inspect    and    encourage    the    manufacturer    to 

see   the   worsted  yarn  spun   properly,  and  justice  doire  with  regard  to 

the  quality,  length  of  the  slips,  and  every  thing  relative  thereto,  and 

recommending  David  Loch,    merchant    in    Edinburgh,    to    the    honble. 

convention    of   the   royal   boroughs  as  a  proper  person  to  superintend 

this    valuable    staple    of    Scotland,     being    convinced    that    from     his 

abilities,  knowledge,   and   activity   that   the   appointment   of   Mr    Loch 

wou'd  give  satisfaction  and  spirit  to  all  concerned  in  the  trade  ;    there 

was  also  presented  and  read  in  the  convention  a  representation   from 

a    number    of  merchants  dealing  in   different   branches   of   the   fishing 

trade,    recommending   David  Loch   as  a  proper  person   to  superintend 

this  great   work,  being  satisfied   not  only   from   his   long  experience   in 

trade,  but  from  his  knowledge  in  the  revenue  laws  concerning  salt  dutys, 

kce.,  that  if  he  was  appointed  he  would   be  of  great  use  irr  advancing 

this  valuable  branch  of  commerce,    which   could   not  fail  of  enriching 

this    country    and    encreasing    its    navigation.        Which    petitiorr    and 

representation    being    considered    by    the    convention,    they    remitt    to 

the     burghs     of     Edinburgh.     Perth,     Dundee,     Aberdeen,     Glasgow, 

St    Andrews,    Montrose,    Dunbar,    and    Haddingtoun    as    a    committee 
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Petition  for 
the  coaliers 
&  salters 
remit  to  a 
committee. 


Edinburgh,  (any  five  to  be  a  quorum)  to  consider  the  same,  and  to  meet  to- 
morrow in  the  New  Church  Isle  at  two  o'clock  afternoon,  and  to 
report  to  the  meeting  of  the  convention  on  Thursday. 

10.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  convention 
a  petition  from  the  coaliers  and  salters  in  Scotland,  and  Walter  Scott, 
writer  to  the  signet,  their  agent,  representing  the  great  expence  that 
had  been  incurred  in  obtaining  an  act  of  parliament  procuring  their 
liberty,  which  could  not  fail  to  encrease  their  numbers,  whereby  coal 
and  salt  would  become  more  plenty  and  might  be  exported  on  easier 
terms,  and  praying  the  convention  to  take  the  premises  under  their 
consideration  and  grant  the  petitioners  such  aid  as  may  to  them 
seem  proper.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  appoint 
the  abovementioned  committee  on  the  applications  relative  to  the  woolen 
manufactory  and  fishing  trade  as  a  committee  to  consider  this  petition, 
and  to  meet  to-morrow  at  two  o'clock  in  the  New  Church  Isle,  and 
report  their  opinion  to  the  convention  on  Thursday. 

I  1 .  The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  convention  a  copie 
of  the  report  made  by  the  commissioners  and  trustees  for  fisherys 
&  manufactures  in  Scotland  to  his  Majesty  at  Christmas  last,  as 
also  an  accot.  of  the  payments  made  for  fisheries  and  manufactures 
by  the  receiver  general  in  consequence  of  the  trustees'  orders  from 
the  25th  December  1774  to  the  25th  December  last,  both  which 
were  ordered  to  ly  upon  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

|  I  2.   Agent's  accots.  remit  to  a  committee.] 

18.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  con- 
vention a  petition  from  the  Honble.  Capt.  Fredrick  Maitland  of 
Rankeillor,  setting  furth  that  the  magistrates  and  town  council  of 
Coupar,  having  been  considerably  in  debt,  found  it  necessary  in  order 
to  disburden  themselves  thereof  to  few  out  several  parts  of  a  muir 
belonging  to  them,  known  by  the  name  of  Coupar  Muir,  and  some 
other  subjects  belonging  to  the  town  ;    that  the  lands  of  Russel  Miln, 


Report  of  the 
t  rustees  to 
his  Majesty 
presented. 


Petition  of 
Capt.  Mait- 
land remit  t 
to  a  com- 
mittee. 
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&ce.,  tenement  of   houses  of   Pittmiln,   the  Fleshers   Park,    thirty-two  Edinburgh. 
acres  &  an  lialf  of  arable  land,  and  apart  of  Coupar  Muir  were  sett   petition  of 
up    with    the    burden  of  the  rents  as  a  seperate  ffew  duty,  and   were  S*R*:     , 

e3  ...  Maitland 

adjudged    to    belong    to  the   petitioner    as    highest  offerer  at  the   sum   remitttoa 

of  £815  sterling;  which    being  paid   by  the   petitioner,  he  obtained  a  comm 

charter  from   the   magistrates  of   Coupar,   dated   the   twelfth   of   July 

1771,  as  produced;    that  as  it  is  uswall  to  lay  such  sales  before   the 

convention   for  their  approbation,   and   to   have   the   same   recorded  in 

their  books,  therefore  praying   the  convention  to  approve  of  the   said 

few   right    as    being    granted    for   the   utility  of   the   borough,   and   to 

order  the  same  to  be  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  convention.     Which 

being    considered    by    the    convention,    they    appoint    the    burghs    of 

Edinbr.,    Perth,    Dundee,    Aberdeen,    Linlithgow,    and    Glasgow    (any 

three   to   be   a   quorum)  to   meet   to-morrow   at  eleven  o'clock   in   the 

New   Church   Isle,  consider   the   petition,   and   report   their   opinion  to 

the  convention. 

Edinbr.,  10  July  1776. 

[14.  Agent's  accot.  of  unfree  trade  appro ven.  15.  Agent's  accot. 
of  missive  dues  approven.  Horning  agt.  deficients.  16.  Committee 
on  Capt.  Maitland's  petition.  17.  Commissions  approven.  18.  Comr. 
for  Sanquhar  added  to  committee.] 

19.  The  same  day  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  from  the  Agent  to  pay 
town  of  Whithorn  was  remitt  by  the  last  convention,  produced  a  £76steri. 
plan  of  the  harbour  and  reported  that  having  viewed  and  narrowly 
inspected  the  key  and  harbour  of  the  Isle  of  Whithorn,  they  found 
that  all  that  is  represented  by  the  town  of  Whithorn  in  their  petition 
to  the  last  convention  is  reall  truth,  and  consisted  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  committee  ;  that  having  enquired  into  the  yearly  income  of 
the  said  burgh  of  Whithorn,  it  appeared  their  funds  could  do  no  more 
than  pay  the  necessary  charges  and  incidents  of  the  burgh.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report, 
2  H 
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Edinburgh,     and  in  respect  of   the   inability  of  the   forsaid   burgh   to   repair   their 

Agent  to  pay   harbour     as    proposed,    do    therefore     appoint    their    agent    to    make 

Whithorn        payment  to   the  burgh   of   Whithorn,   for  the  purpose  of  repairing  & 
£7ti  uteri.  7  .  .  .  . 

improving    their    harbour,    tlie    sum    of    seventy-six    pounds    sterling, 

and  to  charge  the  same  on    the  next  annual  missive. 

Agent  to  pay  20.  The  same   da}T  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  from  the 

hth    k  town   of  Aberbrothock    was   remitt   by    the    last    convention,    reported 

iMOOsterl.  that  having  carefully  examined  and  inspected  the  accompts  of  the 
management  of  that  town  for  many  years  backward,  they  found  that 
for  several  years  preceeding  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  the  then  magistrates  &  council  had  been  contracting  debts  to 
the  amount  of  betwixt  two  and  three  hundred  pounds  sterling  annually  ; 
that  since  the  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-three  to  this  date,  by 
frugal  management,  and  by  the  indulgence  of  the  town's  creditors 
and  donations  from  the  friends  of  the  town,  the}"  have  been  able  to 
pay  off  a  debt  of  upwards  of  eleven  hundred  pounds  sterling;  that 
at  present  they  have  a  sinking  fund  of  one  hundred  pounds 
sterling  and  upwards  for  lessening  their  present  debts,  which 
amount  to  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  pounds  sterling  after  paying  the  annual  rents  thereof  at  four 
pr.  cent.,  their  creditors  having  agreed  to  take  that  rate  of 
interest  for  ten  years  from  and  after  Martimas  seventeen  hundred 
and  seventy-three ;  that  by  the  present  frugal  management  being 
continued  and  any  aids  expected,  they  may  be  enabled  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years  to  extricate  themselves  from  their  present  imbarassed 
circumstances.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  together 
with  an  accot.  stating  their  borrowings  and  payments  at  and 
preceeding  Martimas  iaivij  &  and  sixty-three  to  Martimas  1772 
inclusive,  together  with  an  inventary  of  the  stock  of  the  town,  and 
being  satisfied  that  a  great  part  of  their  debt  was  incurred  bjr 
erecting  a  harbour,  which  is  of  general  utility  to  the  public,  and 
that  their  situation  merits  the   aid   of   the   convention,   they  therefore 
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appoint  their  agent  to  make  payment  to  the  said  burgh  of  the  sum   Edinburgh. 

of    one   hundred   pounds   sterling  towards   their   relief,   and   to  charge   Agent  to  pay 

the  same  on  the  next  annual  missive  ;  and  further,  recommend  to  the   Aber- 

•  n  brothock 

next  general   convention   to  consider  the   state   of    the    said    borough,    £i00sterl. 

and  to  give  them  such  further  aid  as  from  the  then  circumstances  of 

the  borough  shall  be  judged  proper. 

[21.    The   conservator   received.       22.    Proceedings  of  the  annual 
committee  approven.] 

23.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  in  the  convention  a  letter  Letter,  the 

from  the  baillieu,  burgomasters,  schepins,  and  councillors  of  the  town   "]ag;ist,'ates 
»  i        '  or  Campvere, 

of   Campvere,   with   a  translation  thereof,  relative  to  the  renewing  of  to  lje 
....  iii  i  •      >  •  •     •  i       answer'd  by 

the    staple    contract    and    the    convention  s    naming    commissioners    to  the  preses,  & 

that    purpose.        Which     being    considered    by    the    convention,    they  cpp1™1^8  °" 

recommend    to    their   preses    to    write   an   answer  to  the    said   letter ;  contract 

and  as  the  present  contract  has  several  years  yet  to  run,   and  some 

further  information  is  soon  expected  on    that  subject,  they  delay  the 

further    consideration    of    the    affair    at    present,    and    remitt    to    the 

committee  named  last  year,  recommending  it  to   them  to  prepare  the 

same  for  the    consideration    of   the    next    general    convention,    and    in 

the  mean  time  appoint  the  agent  to  cause  reprint  the  staple  contract 

with  its  several  prolongations,  and  transmitt  the  same  to  the  different 

boroughs. 

24.  The    same    day    there    was    read    in    the    convention   a  paper  Remon- 
entitled    petition    and    remonstrance    of    some    shipmasters    and   others  the  state  of 
relative   to   the   harbour  of   Bruntisland,   and   complaining  of  neglects   Bruntisland 

i  .  harbour 

as  to  the  ordering  and  management  of  the  said  harbour,  upon  which   presented, 
the    commissioner    for    Bruntisland    desired    to    have    a    copy    of    said 
paper    that    he    might    make    answers    against    the     meeting    of    the 
convention  to-morrow,  to  which  the  convention  agreed. 

[25.  Petition    for    the    Honble.    Major    Lewis    Duff  remitt    to    a 
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Edinburgh,     committee.        26.      Annual       missive      continued.        27.      Establishmt. 
— - — : '-  continued.     28.  Tax  roll  continued.] 

Edinburgh,   11  July  1776. 

[29.  Contract  of  marches  betwixt  Major  Lewis  Duff  &  burgh  of 
Forres  approven.  30.  Captain  Maitland's  charter  from  the  burgh  of 
Coupar  approven.] 

Ao-ent  to  31.  The  same    day    the  committee    to    whom    the  petition  of  the 

assign  the        burgh    of    Forres    was    remit,    reported    that    having    taken    the   same 

burgh  of  °  i  t> 

Forres  the  into  their  consideration  and  conversed  with  the  agent  for  the 
of  Findhorn.  boroughs  thereupon,  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  convention  should 
authorize  the  agent  to  grant  the  burgh  of  Forres  an  assignation 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  convention  of  the  unfree  trade  of 
Findhorn  upon  the  expence  of  the  petitioners,  and  with  this  further 
condition,  that  the  state  of  boroughs  are  not  to  be  put  to  any 
expence  in  making  the  same  effectual.  Which  being  considered  by 
the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report,  and  authorize  their 
agent  upon  the  petitioner's  expence  to  grant  the  burgh  of  Forres 
an  assignation  during  the  pleasure  of  the  convention  of  the  unfree 
trade  of  Findhorn,  under  this  condition,  that  the  state  of  boroughs 
are  not  to  be  put  to  any  expence  in  making  the  same  effectual. 

Case  of  the  32.  The  same   day  the   committee   to   whom   the   petition   of  the 

coaliers  coalliers    and    salters    in    Scotland,    and    Walter    Scot,    writer    to    the 

remitt  to  the 

annual  com-     signet,    their   agent,    was    remit,   reported   that   they   had  taken   under 

1111 1  tCG 

consideration  the  foresaid  petition,  and  looked  into  the  minutes  of 
the  conventions,  1769  and  1770,  relative  to  that  matter,  and  after 
reasoning  thereupon  were  of  opinion  that  the  convention  should 
remit  the  present  application  to  the  annual  committee  with  conven- 
tional powers  to  the  extent  fixed  in  the  30th  act  of  the  convention, 
1770.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve 
of  the   said   report,   and   remit   the   present   application   to  the  annual 


smal  stills. 
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committee    with    conventional    powers.   Imt    under   the    limitation    fixed    Edinburgh. 

1  .          '  _„                                                                   11  July  177<i. 
by  the   :>0th  act  or  the  convention,    I//0.  

[33,  Thanks    of    the    convention   given    to    Mr   Loch    for   his   zeal 
in  promoting  the  manufactures.] 

34.  The  same  day  the  convention    having  again  heard    read    the   Petition, 
...  ,  ~  ,  .  n        .,  ,    ..         shipmasters 

petition    and    remonstrance    or    some   shipmasters    and    others    relative  0f  Brunt- 

to    the    harbour    of    Bruntisland,    with    the    answers    lodged    this  day  l8.la,1?> 

°  J     dismissed. 

for  that  burgh,  the  convention  do  dismiss  the  same  as  incompitent. 

35.  The  same  day  the  convention   having  heard  read  a   memorial  Annual 
.....  .  ,.  ..P  jii  e   committee  to 

representing   the   mconveniencys    and    loss   anseing  from  the  abuse  or   use  their  best 

the     priviledge    of    useing    small    stills,    and     proposeing    that    these  endeavours 

1  f  °  r   .  r  «  for  an  act  to 

grievances  should  be  removed  by  a  proper  clause  in  an  act  of  parlia-  discourage 
ment  to  the  following  effect : — "  That  no  person  or  persons  shall 
"  erect,  sett  up,  make  use  of,  or  keep  any  still  or  stills  at  or  under 
"  ten  gallons  content  without  first  takeing  out  a  licence  in  writeing 
"  for  that  purpose  from  the  justices  of  peace  at  their  quarter  sessions, 
"  who  are  hereby  impowered  to  grant  the  same  if  they  shall  see 
"  cause.     That  in  days  after  such  licence  or  licences 

"  shall  be  granted,  the  clerk  of  the  peace  shall  be  oblidged  to  certify 
"  the  same  to  the  next  excise  officer,  in  order  to  be  by  him  immediatly 
"  registred  for  the  inspection  of  the  officers  of  excise.  That  any  still 
"  or  stills  at  or  under  ten  gallons  content  that  shall  be  found  in  the 
"  custody  or  possession  of  any  person  or  persons  (excepting  copper- 
"  smiths,  for  the  purpose  of  sale)  without  having  a  licence  to  keep 
"  and  use  the  same  shall  be  forfeited,  together  with  the  wash,  low 
"  wines  and  spirits  found  in  his  or  her  custody  along  with  such 
"  still  or  stills,  and  may  be  seized  and  carryed  off  by  any  officer  or 
'•  officers  of  excise,  and  the  person  in  whose  custody  the  same  shall 
"  be  found,  or  who  shall  employ  such  person  to  distill  for  his  or 
"  her  use,  shall  forfeit  and  lose  for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of 
" ;    and    the   convention    having   deliberated   on   this 
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Annual 
committee  to 
use  their  best 
endeavours 
for  an  act  to 
discourage 
smal  stills. 


affair,  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  a  publick  benefit  to  have 
these  small  stills  discouraged,  and  do  recommend  to  the  several 
boroughs  to  instruct  their  members  of  parliament  to  give  attention 
and  concur  in  promoteing  any  act  for  that  purpose,  which  the  lord 
advocate,  being  present  in  the  convention,  declared  he  had  very 
much  at  heart  to  have  these  small  distills  discouraged  as  being 
hurtful  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  and  prejudicial  to  the 
revenue ;  and  further,  the  convention  remit  to  their  annual  committee 
to  use  their  best  endeavours  and  concur  with  all  proper  measures 
for  procureing  such  an  act. 


36.  The  same  day  the  convention  remit  to  the  committee  named 
in     the    29th    article    of    last    convention    to    consider    the    grievances 


Annual 
committee 
to  obtain 

redress  as  to    ariseing    to    trade    from    the    practice    of    takeing    coast   bonds   and 
&ce.  cocquets,  &c,   as  mentioned  in  the  38th  act  of  the  convention,  1773, 

and  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  annual  committee  or  next  conven- 
tion as  to  what  appears  to  them  the  most  effectual  means  for 
obtaining  redress. 

[37.  Agent   to    pay    Messrs    Forbes    £5    &    Robert    Mein    £2,    2s. 
38.  Annual  committee  appointed.] 


Convention 
dissolved. 


30.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  convention, 
and  appoint  the  next  general  convention  to  meet  and  be  held  at  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  second  Tuesday  of  July  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven  years,  and  appoint  their  clerks  to 
direct  missives  accordingly.     [Follows  signatures.] 


Follows  the  contract  of  marches  betwixt  the  burgh  of  Forres  and 
Captain  Duff,  and  the  feu  charter  granted  by  the  burgh  of 
Coupar  in  favour  of  Captain  Maitland. 
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Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 

on   xt  1        i  th a  Edinburgh. 

20   November   1/76.  20  November 

1776. 

Edinbr.,  John  Kid  &  Orlando  Hurt  ;  Bruntisland,  Samuel  Charters  ;  Sederunt. 

Dunbar,  David  Loch;  Aberbrothock,  Alexr.   Hart;  Elgin,  John   lnnes ; 

Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan  ;  Rothsay,  James  Stirling;  Sanquhar,  George 

Clerk  Maxwell,  Esqr.  ;  New  Galloway,  John  Syme ;  Kirkwall,  Gilbert 

Meason. 

The    which   day   the   annual   committee    having  met,   they  unani-  Preses 
mously  elect  the    Right    Honble.    Alexander   Kincaid,    Esquire,   present 
lord   provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preses,  who  being- 
present  accepted  of  the  said  office. 

The  same  day  Geo  rye  Clerk  Maxwell,  Esquire.  Gilbert  Laurie,  Esur.,  Memorial 
&  George  Chalmers,  Esqr.,  as  a  committee  authorized  from  the  proprietors  Forth  and 
of  the  Forth  and  Clyde  Navigation,  laid  before  the  annual  committee  a  £v  .    , 

J  o  '  Navigation. 

memorial  in  behalf  of  the  said  proprietors,  representing  that  in  the  year 
17(>7,  upon  an  application  of  the  annual  committee  and  city  of 
Edinburgh,  the  then  proposed  scheme  for  establishing  a  small  lighter 
navigation  between  Carton  and  Glasgow  having  been  set  aside  as 
tending  to  hurt  the  public,  by  preventing  a  scheme  of  a  deeper  naviga- 
tion for  larger  vessels  to  join  the  two  seas,  and  a  subscription  for  the 
said  larger  navigation  having  been  entered  into,  an  act  of  parliament 
was  obtained  for  establishing  the  same  from  Carron  Mouth  to  Dal  mure 
in  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  by  which  vessells  of  considerable  burthen  might 
pass  between  the  east  and  west  sea  without  unloading  their  cargo's ;  that 
in  pursuance  of  this  plan,  the  subscribers  have  carried  on  the  above 
navigation  within  about  six  miles  of  Dalmure.  as  likewise  a  side  cut 
from  thence  to  near  Glasgow,  which  must  prove  of  great  benefite  to  that 
city  and  a  partial  one  to  the  country  in  general,  but  the  great  object  of 
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Memorial 
anent  the 
Forth  and 
Clyde 
Navigation. 


joining  the  two  seas  must  remain  unfinished  as  the  company's  subscrip- 
tion, which  should  have  been  £150,000,  tho'  never  tilled  up  above 
£140,000,  is  all  exhausted,  and  at  present  they  are  £40,000  in  debt,  nor 
will  the  arrears  due  upon  their  calls  aud  unsubscribed  stock,  amounting 
to  about  £30,000  (were  these  made  effectual),  make  good  this  deficiency 
by  £10,000  ;  besides  the  estimates  for  compleating  the  work  to  Dalmure 
amounts  to  fifty  or  £(i0,000  more,  there  being  no  less  than  eighteen 
locks,  one  of  them  a  large  sea  lock,  besides  a  very  large  aqueduct 
bridge  over  the  river  Kelvin,  to  be  executed  within  the  course  of  that 
track,  and  as  the  company  are  totaly  unable  to  raise  so  large  a  sum, 
this  great  and  noble  work,  so  long  and  justly  the  favourite  object  of 
all  the  traders  of  Scotland,  and  highly  tending  to  the  benefite  of  trade 
&  agriculture  both  of  this  country  and  that  of  England  and  Ireland, 
must  remain  unfinished,  to  the  regret  and  dishonour  of  the  kingdom, 
unless  some  aid  for  enableing  the  proprietors  to  compleat  it  can  be 
obtained  from  the  legislature ;  that  as  the  convention  of  the  royal 
boroughs,  as  guardians  of  the  trade  of  Scotland,  are  essentially 
concerned  in  the  completion  of  this  work,  and  which  was  first  under- 
taken at  their  own  request,  the  memoralists  hoped  the  annual 
committee  would  give  it  all  the  countenance  and  assistance  in  their 
power,  and  appoint  such  a  person  as  the  proprietors  should  think  best 
qualified  to  repair  to  London,  and  in  their  name  to  sollicite  persons 
in  power  for  proper  aid  towards  compleating  this  work,  either  by  a 
lottery,  the  profite  of  which  might  defray  that  expence,  under  con- 
dition that  when  the  company  are  repaid  five  p.  cent,  interest 
on  their  advance,  and  can  divide  annually  at  that  i*ate,  the  tolls 
shall  then  be  lowered  over  the  canal  in  proportion  to  the  surplus, 
until  1  they  come  to  a  penny  halfpenny  a  ton  p.  mile  instead  of  two 
pence  as  allowed  by  the  act,  or  by  a  smaller  lottery  of  eighty  or 
£100.000,  most  of  which  might  go  for  prizes,  and  these  to  bear  interest 
at  three  or  three  &  a  half  p.  cent,  on  the  security  of  the  tolls  of  the 
navigation  and  to  be  transferrable  stock  at  Edinburgh,  or  by  procuring 
a   loan   to    the    proprietors    from    government   like    that    lately    given 
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to   the  East  India   Company,  or   l>y  the  public  taking  this  navigation    Edinbcbgh. 

into  their  own  hands  and  compleating  the  same,  after  satisfying  the  ~\~,~,{\. 

proprietors,  or  by   any  other   mode   that  can  be  devised  and   obtained,    Memorial 
11  j         j  ...  anent the 

so    as    the    work    may    be   compleatly  and    speedily  finished,  and   that  Forth  and 

such    person   be  authorized    in  the    committee  and    convention's    name   Navigation 

to    apply    to    parliament    to    any    of    the  above    purposes    which    may 

be  fixed  on;  and  further,  that  the  committee  would  write  to  all    the 

Scots  peers  in  parliament  and  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  for 

Scotland,  earnestly   requesting  them  to  support  and    assist   this    great 

national    affair.       Which    being    considered    by  the    annual   committee, 

and  after  fully  reasoning  on  the  subject,  they  are  unanimously  of  opinion 

that    this    matter    is    of   very    great    importance  to    this  country,    and 

well    merits  every    assistance    in    their   power    towards  procuring    the 

public    aid    for    compleating   this   great    national   object;    at  the   same 

time,    being    desireous    before    taking    any    step    therein    to    have    the 

opinion  and  advice  of  the  principal  boroughs  thereanent,  do  therefore 

recommend  to  the   preses  to  write   to   the   magistrates   of  such  of  the 

boroughs    as   are   more   particularly   interested  therein,   and  to  enclose 

a    copy  of    the    memorial,  requesting  they   would    as   soon   as  possible 

favour  the  committee  with  their  sentiments  on  that  head. 

Follows  copy  of  the  letter  wrote  to  the  boroughs  as  directed  by  the 

preceeding  minute. 

Gentlemen, — A  memorial  from  the  proprietors  of  the  Forth  and 
Clyde  Navigation  has  been  presented  to  the  annual  committee  of  the 
royal  boroughs,  a  copy  of  which  I  by  their  order  transmit  you  enclosed. 

The  committee  for  their  part  approve  of  the  proposal  as  greatly 
for  the  benefite  of  trade  in  general,  but  do  not  chuse  to  give  a  positive 
answer  to  the  above  proprietors  till  they  had  first  consulted  the 
principal  boroughs  seperately  on  the  affair.  Be  pleased  to  lay  the 
memorial  before  your  council  and  transmit  me  their  opinion  thereon 
as  soon  as  you    can.     It   is    not   desired    that    the    convention    should 
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Edinburgh,     be   at  any  expence   in    this   application,   but   only  to  give   their   name 
20  November  ,  ,  „ 

177G.  ail<J   countenance   to  it. — 1  am,   <&ce. 


Sederunt. 


Resolution 
anent  the 
Forth  and 
Clyde 
Navigation. 


9  December  1776. 

Alexander  Kincaid,  Esqr.,  preses ;  Edinburgh,  John  Kid  &  Orlando 
Hart;  Bruntisland,  Samuel  Charters;  Inverness,  Charles  M'Intosh; 
Dumfermline,  Mr  Adam  Holland ;  Dunbar,  David  Loch ;  Aberbrothock, 
Alexander  Hart ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan ;  Sanquhar,  George  Clerk 
Maxwell ;  Inverbervie,  John  Smith. 

The  which  day  the  preses  informed  the  committee  that  in  conse- 
quence of  his  letter  to  the  different  boroughs  respecting  the  application 
from  the  proprietors  of  the  Forth  &  Clyde  Navigation,  as  mentioned 
in  the  minute  of  last  sederunt,  he  had  already  received  answers  thereto 
from  the  magistrates  of  Perth,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Montrose,  Dumfries, 
Dumfermline,  Aberbrothock.  and  Queensferry,  wherein  all  of  them  (ex- 
cepting the  magistrates  of  the  city  of  Glasgow,  who  propose  that  the 
canal,  in  place  of  being  carried  on  to  Dalmure,  should  be  now  made  to 
enter  the  Clyde  at  that  city)  do  signifie  their  approbation  of  the 
proposed  application  to  parliament  for  such  aid  as  can  be  obtained 
towards  compleating  that  great  and  useful!  work,  and  that  the  name  and 

JL  O  O  * 

countenance  of  the  royal  boroughs  should  be  granted  to  these  proprietors 
in  carrying  on  such  application,  provided  that  company  do  undertake  to 
defray  the  whole  expence  attending  the  sending  up  a  commissioner,  or 
that  may  be  incurred  in  solliciting  of  this  affair.  Which  letters  being 
read  in  presence  of  the  annual  committee,  and  after  fully  deliberating 
on  this  matter,  they  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  carrying  on 
the  canal  to  Dalmure  in  terms  of  the  act  of  parliament  must  prove 
much  more  beneficial  to  the  general  interest  of  this  country  than 
if  it  were  to  terminate  at  Glasgow,  as  proposed  by  the  magistrates 
of  that  city  ;  and  being  further  of  opinion  that  the  forsaid  company 
of  proprietors  merits  every  assistance  in  their  power  towards  enableing 
them   to  compleat  this  great   and   extensive  undertaking,  do  therefore 
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resolve    that  in  case  the  foreaid    proprietors    shall  judge  it   expedient   Edinburgh. 
to  send  up  a  commissioner  to  sollicit  the  puhlic  aid  towards  compleating   1775 


this    work    on    the    footing    mentioned    in    their    memorial,    and    shall    Resolution 

1 11  t  •  anent the 

undertake  to  defray  the  whole  expence  attending  such  commissioner  and   Forth  and 
solicitation,    the    annual    committee    will    then,    by    their    commission,   wyie  ,-, 

1       v  JNavigauon. 

authorize  the  person  so  appointed  to  use  the  name  of  the  royal 
boroughs  in  such  application,  and  will  write  to  the  peers  and  members 
of  parliament  requesting  their  countenance  and  aid  in  support  thereof. 

8  April  1777. 

Edinbr.,    Orlando     Hart;     Inverness,   Charles    M'Intosh  :    Selkirk,   Sederunt. 
George    Currie ;     Dunbar,    David    Loch;    Aberbrothock,    Alexr.    Hart; 
Wick,  Isaac  Grant. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee,  in  respect  of  the  sudden  preses 
death  of  Alexander  Kincaid,  Esqr.,  their  late  preses,  do  unanimously  closen- 
elect  the  Right  Hon.  John  Dalrymple,  Esqr.,  present  lord  provost  of 
Edinburgh,  to  be  their  preses,  who  being  present  accepted  of  that 
office  ;  and  the  minutes  of  last  sederunt  being  read  in  presence  of  the 
committee,  which  through  the  event  of  Mr  Kincaid's  death  could  not 
be  signed  by  him,  they  therefore,  authorize  Mr  Orlando  Hart,  one  of  the 
members  for  Edinburgh,  who  was  present  at  that  meeting,  to  sign  the 
minutes  of  said  sederunt  as  being  a  just  state  of  the  committee's 
proceedings  of  the  date  therein  mentioned,  and  which  in  presence  of 
this  meeting  Mr  Hart  did  accordingly. 

The   same    day    the    preses  laid  before  the  committee  a  letter  he  An  applica- 
received  from   Mr  Cuthbert  of  New  Castle,  mentioning  that  from  the  raising  a 
votes    it  appeared    a    petition    has    been    presented    to    the    House    of  ?ufcy m   , 

.  *  L  favours  of 

Commons  in  behalf    of    the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  burgeses  of  the  harbour 
Harwich,  praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  cleaning,  repairing,  and   t'Q  ^ 
erecting  proper  works  for  the  security  and  preservation  of  that  harbour,  opposed, 
under  such  regulations  as  to  the  House  should  seem  proper  and  expedient ; 
and  altho'  it  was  not  stated  in  the  forsaid   petition,  yet   it  had  been 
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Edinburgh,     discovered    that   they    mean    to    pray   the    aid    of    parliament    towards 

X  April  1777.         .  .  /  .  *     J.  .  I 

An  applica-      raising  a  iniid    tor  this  purpose   by   imposing  a  duty  ot  one  penny  p. 

tion  for  ton  on  all  ships  passing  or  repassing  the  forsaid  harbour,  to  or  from 

raising  a  .      . 

duty  in  the  northern  ports  of  Britain,  under  pretence  that  the  Port  of  Harwich  is 

thc°harlK)ur  ^he  onty  8a^e  harbour  between  the  Thames  and  Scotland,  and  that  the 
of  Harwich  repairing  thereof  will  be  of  great  utility,  not  only  to  lai-ge  merchant 
opposed.  ships   trading  to  the  Baltic   and  Norway,   but  also  to  those  employed 

in  the  coal  trade;  that  as  this  intended  duty,  in  the  latitude  proposed, 
would  be  unjust  as  well  as  detrimental  to  trade,  burthensome  to  the 
city  of  London,  and  particularly  injurious  to  those  concerned  in  the 
shipping  from  the  northern  parts  of  England  and  Scotland,  the 
gentlemen  of  New  Castle  and  the  Port  of  Sunderland  had  met, 
and  as  they  unanimously  disapproved  of  the  duty  proposed,  they 
had  determined  to  oppose  it  in  parliament,  and  in  order  thereto 
have  appointed  a  committee  for  the  conducting  of  this  business  ;  and 
as  this  is  a  matter  of  considerable  consequence  to  trade,  besides  being 
brought  in  so  near  to  the  close  of  the  session,  and  without  con- 
descending in  the  petition  out  of  what  fund  these  repairs  are  to 
be  made,  whereby  the  mode  of  raising  such  duty  lias  been  concealed 
from  those  that  will  be  more  materially  affected  thereby,  it  was  there- 
fore hoped  that  application  wou'd  be  made  to  the  members  of 
parliament  for  Scotland  requesting  their  aid  &  concurrence  in 
opposition  to  that  bill,  so  as  to  have  it  either  delayed  till  next  session 
or  postponed  to  so  late  a  day  as  to  afford  full  time  to  all  concerned 
to  apply  by  petition  to  be  heard  against  it.  Which  letter  being  read 
and  considered  by  the  annual  committee,  and  they  being  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  however  it  may  in  some  degree  appear  proper  that 
vessels  actually  resorting  to  and  taking  the  benefite  of  any  harbour 
should  contribute  a  reasonable  duty  for  the  maintaining  thereof, 
yet  where  vessels  do  not  reap  any  such  advantage,  it  would  by  no 
means  be  reasonable  to  subject  them  in  the  latitude  proposed  to 
a  duty  of  that  kind,  and  which,  were  it  to  take  place,  would  prove 
a  very  great  burthen  on  trade  and  highly   prejudicial   to   the  interest 
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of  all  concerned  in  the  shipping  of  this  country,  do  therefore  appoint  Edinburgh. 

11      °  ,  J        .  .  ..  8  April  1777. 

their  preses  to  write    to   the   boroughs    representatives   m   parliament, 

warmly  recommending   it    to   them    to  attend  to  the  forsaid  bill,   and 

should  any  such  duty  be  thereby  meant  to  be  established  in  favours  of 

the  Port  of  Harwich,  to  request  they  would  use  their  best  endeavours 

and  influence  so  as  to  pi-event  its  being  passed  into  a  law. 


2  May  1777. 

Edinburgh,  John  Kid  &  Orlando  Hart ;  Glasgow,  Robert  Donald  ;  Sederunt. 
Air,  John  Hunter;  Bruntisland,  Samuel  Charters  ;  Kinghorn,  Alexander 
Alison ;    Anstr.   Wester,  Philip    Anstruther ;     Selkirk,    George    Currie ; 
Aberbrothock,  Alexander  Hart ;    Whithorn,   John   M'Gowan  ;  Rothsay, 
Duncan  M'Millan  ;  Sanquhar,  George  Clerk  Maxwell. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  being  met,  they,  on  account 
of  the  absence  of  Provost  Dahymple,  their  preses,  do  unanimously 
nominate  John  Kid,  Esquire,  member  for  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  as 
preses  to  this  sederunt. 

The    same  day    there    was   presented   and  read  to  the  committee  Bill  for  alter- 
the   copy   of   a  bill  now    depending    in  parliament  for  rendering  more  anent veim- 
effectual  so  much  of  two  acts,  made  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth   portation  of 

f  •  i  i  corn,  &ce.,  to 

years  of  the  i-eign  or  his  present  Majesty,  as  relates  to  the  i*egulating   i)e  opposed. 

the  importation  and  exportation  of  corn  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 

called    Scotland ;    at    the    same    time    there    was    presented    and    read 

a    memorial  in  behalf  of  the  merchants,    traders,  &  manufacturers   of 

the  city  of  Glasgow,  setting   furth,  in   the  fullest   manner,    the   many 

grivances   and  disadvantages  to    which    this    country  must    necessarly 

be  exposed  should  this  bill  be  carried  into   a  law  :  first,  in  regard  to 

the  altering    the  mode  of   application  for  opening  the  ports   as    being 

not    only    improper,    by    fixing    the     import     rate     to    be    determined 

as    formerly   according  to  the   prices    within   the   county    and    city   of 
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Edinburgh.  Edinburgh,  but  also  as  being  tedious  and  expensive  compared  with  that 

BU  f  r  alter-  Pre8cribed  by  the  present  law,  vesting  the  shirriff  of  each  county  with 

ing  the  law  that    power  within    their   respective  districts ;    secondly,  by   fixing  the 

portation  of  qualifications    of    witnesses    that    they    should    be    possest    of    landed 

corn,  &ce.,  to  estate.s  of  £400  Scots  valued  rent;  thirdly,  in  limiting  the  time  after 

lie  opposed.  J  a 

opening  the  ports  for  importation  to  that  of  thirty  days,  which  is 
evidently  too  short  for  the  importing  of  grain  either  from  Ireland  or 
elsewhere  ;  and  lastly,  in  regard  to  what  is  therein  proposed  as  to  the 
regulating  the  importation  of  oats  by  the  price  of  oat  meal,  whereby 
when  the  price  of  meal  may  not  exceed  sixteen  shillings  p.  boll,  yet 
the  price  of  oats  may  rise  to  eighteen  or  nineteen  shillings  p.  quarter 
before  importation  could  be  allowed  of  into  Scotland,  which  is  three 
shillings  higher  than  in  England,  whereas  by  the  former  laws  the 
importation  of  oat  meal  was  allowed  of  whenever  the  price  came 
to  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  p.  boll,  at  which  rate  it  ought  still 
to  take  place,  and  at  the  same  time  liberty  ought  to  be  granted  to  ware- 
house and  re-export  oat  meal  under  the  same  restrictions  and  regula- 
tions as  other  grain.  All  which  being  considered  by  the  annual 
committee,  together  with  the  observations  of  some  other  gentlemen  of 
the  city  of  Edinburgh  on  the  same  subject,  and,  after  fully  reasoning 
thereon,  being  unanimously  of  opinion  that  should  this  bill  be  carried 
into  a  law  it  must  prove  highly  distressing  to  this  country  in  general 
and  prejudicial  to  the  trade  &  manufactures  thereof  in  particular, 
do  therefore  resolve  to  oppose  it  vigorously  in  parliament,  so  as  if 
possible  to  prevent  its  being  passed  into  a  law  ;  but  whilst  the  committee 
were  deliberating  on  the  proper  measures  to  be  taken  for  that  purpose, 
Provost  Donald,  of  the  city  of  Glasgow,  informed  of  his  having  just 
then  received  by  post  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honble.  Lord  Frederick 
Campbell,  advising  of  his  having  had  a  meeting  with  Sir  Adam 
Ferguson  and  the  other  gentlemen  who  brought  in  the  forsaid  bill, 
and  that  they  had  agreed  to  a  proposal  made  by  him — vizt.,  that  this 
bill  should  go  to  a  committee  to  be  filled  up  &  compleated,  and 
which    should   then  stop  till  the  begining    of    next    session,  so  as  the 
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sense   of  Scotland   in   general    may  be   had   on  this    important  subject.   Edinburgh. 

.  .  ,2  May  1777. 

Whereupon    the    annual    committee,    in    order    that    the    whole    royal   Bill  ^ir  ;llte|. 

boroughs  may  be  duely  apprized  of  the  tendency  oi'  this  bill,  and  the   ing  t,ie  law 

.  .  ..  j.j    finent  ye  1m- 

grivancea    that    must    arise     therefrom     if    carried     into    a    law,    did   portation  of 

recommend    to    Provost   Donald   to   cause   print   the    for  said    memorial,  (je*  opposed 

and  to  send  a  copy  thereof  to  the  magistrates  of  each  royal  borough, 

so    as    at    the    ensuing    general    convention     their    commissioners    may 

have  an  opportunity  of  fully  considering  this  important  affair. 


14  May  1777. 

Edinbr.,     Orlando     Hart ;     Anstr.      Wester,     Philip     Anstruther ;  Sederunt. 
Aberbrothock,   Alexander  Hart ;    Whithorn,  John    M'Gowan  ;  Rothsay, 
James  Stirling  ;  Sanquhar,  George   Clerk    Maxwell ;  Inverbervie,  John 
Smith. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee  having  met  and  nominated  Report  anent 
Mr  Orlando  Hart  to  act  as  preses  to  this  sederunt,  George  Clerk  and  Clyde 
Maxwell,  Esqr.,  and  Mr  George  Chalmers,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  as  Navigation. 
authorized  by  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Forth  and  Clyde 
Navigation,  reported  that  that  company  at  their  meeting  on  the  sixth 
instant  did  nominate  the  said  Mr  George  Chalmers  and  Hugh  Seton 
of  Touch,  Esqr.,  as  the  commissioners  to  solicit  at  London  in  name  of 
the  royal  boroughs  the  public  aid  towards  compleating  the  forsaid 
navigation  and  that  in  terms  of  the  resolutions  of  the  annual 
committee  of  the  nineth  of  December  hast,  they  had  likewise  agreed 
to  defray  the  whole  expence  attending  that  negotiation  upon  the 
committee's  granting  to  these  gentlemen  a  commission  to  the  above 
purpose ;  at  the  same  time  Mr  Chalmers  and  Mr  Hart  represented 
that  as  by  repeated  statutes  culm  is  allowed  to  pass  coast  ways 
all  over  the  Island  on  payment  of  a  duty  of  about  one  shilling  p. 
ton  when  coals  pay  about  five  shillings,  and  tho'  there  be  culm  in 
Scotland  exactly  similar  in  quality  to  what  passes  as  such  in  England, 
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Edinburgh,     yet    the    commissioners    and    officers    of    customs    will  not   allow    such 

14  May   1777. 

Report  anent  cumi   to  Pass  m  Scotland  but  at  the  high  duty,  that  if  the  committee 

the  Forth         then    in    their  forsaid  commission   would   impower    Mr   Chalmers    and 

Navigation.      Mr  Seton  to  do  so,  they  would  likewise  apply  to  have  this  grivance 

rectified    without    puting    the    boroughs    to     any     expence     whatever, 

and  Mr  Chalmers  for  himself  and  Mr  Seton  would  lodge  a  letter  with 

the  borough  agent  to  that  purpose. 

The   same   day  the   annual   committee   having   hereupon  resumed 

the    consideration  of  the    state    of  the  navigation    between  the   Forth 

and    Clyde,    the    speedy    completion    of    which    and    the    lowering    the 

tolls  on  coarse  bulky  articles  of  small   value  which  has  so  long  &  so 

justly  been  the   earnest  wish   of  former   conventions,  and  of  Scotland 

in  general,  as  they  must    contribute  highly  to  the   promoting  of    our 

commerce    &    improvements,   and  being    greatly  concerned    to    observe 

that  the  main  work  has  been  totally  stopt  for  want  of  money  during 

these  two  years  past,  at  the  same  time  being  fully  sensible  that  the 

company  of  proprietors  of  this  navigation  (considering  the  great  sum 

they    have    already   expended)  cannot    be    expected    to    compleat  that 

noble   and    usefull    work    so    as    to  join    the    Clyde    at   Dalmure,    and 

lower  the  tolls  on  coarse  bulky  articles  of  small  value,  without  some 

Commission      aid    from     the     public,    do    therefore     hereby    nominate    and    appoint 

Chalmers  and  George  Chalmers,  merchant  in   Edinburgh,  and  Hugh  Seton  of  Touch, 

Mr  Seton  Esqr.,  or  either  of  them,   jointly   or  seperately,  to  solicit   such   aid   at 

anent  the  1  J  J  . 

canal  and        London  in  name  of  the  general  convention,  by  such  methods  as  they 

c"lm_  may    see    best    &    most    proper,    and    to    that    purpose     they    hereby 

impower  them  or  either  of  them  to  apply  in  name  of  the  convention 
by  petition  or  otherways  to  the  different  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  treasury,  or 
other  persons  in  power  for  that  purpose ;  and  in  respect  that  by 
repeated  statutes  culm  is  allowed  to  pass  coast  ways  all  over  the 
Island  at  a  dxxly  of  about  one  shilling  per  ton  when  coals  pay  about 
live    shillings,    and   as   such    culm   constantly   passes   through   England 
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and  Wales  at  such    low  duty,  and    that  there    is    abundance    of  culm   Edinburgh. 

.  14  May  1777. 

in    various    parts    of    Scotland    exactly    similar    in    quality    to    what  Commission 

passes    as  such  in  England,   yet   the   commissioners   and   other  officers  t° Mr 

r         .  ,  »  ■  Chalmers  and 

of    his    Majesty's    customs    here    will     not    allow     such    culm    to    pass  Mr  Seton 

in   Scotland  but  at   the    high  duty  as    coals,    which  is    a    great    hurt  ^"1  and 

to   the  commerce   &   improvement  of  this    part    of    the  kingdom,   and  dutys  on 

.  .  culm, 

is    making    a    distinction    to  the    prejudice    of    Scotland    contrary    to 

law,  the  committee  therefore    nominate  and   appoint  the    saids    Hugh 

Seton  and    George    Chalmers,    Esqrs.,    or   either    of    them,   jointly    or 

seperately,  to  sollicit  and  apply   at  London  in  name  of  the  convention 

in    such   manner  as  to   them   may   seem   most   proper    for    remedy    of 

this    grivance,   and  for    having  Scotland  put    on  the    same  footing  as 

England  &  Wales  as  to  culm,  conform  to  law. 


1  July  1777. 

John    Dalrymple,  Esqr.,    preses ;   Edinburgh,   Orlando  Hart ;  Ayr,  Sederunt. 
John     Hunter ;      Aberbrothock,     Alexander     Hart ;     Rothsay,   Duncan 
M'Millan ;  Wick,  Issac  Grant. 

The    which   day    the  preeses  laid    before   the    committee    a  letter  Application 
he    received    from     the    Provost    of    Glasgow,  acquainting    that    three  admirality 
privateers  had  appeared  upon   the  west  coast  and  taken  a  number  of  [or  ships  to 

.  be  stationed. 

vessells,  so  that  it  would  be  proper  that  application  should  be  immediately 
made  to  the  lords  of  the  admirality  to  have  proper  ships  of  force 
stationed  both  on  the  east  and  west  coasts  of  Scotland  for  the 
protection  of  the  trade  of  this  country.  Which  being  considered 
by  the  annual  committee,  and  the  draft  of  such  petition  being  produced 
and  read,  they  unanimously  approve  thereof,  and  authorize  the  preses 
to  sign  and  transmitt  the  same  by  this  night's  post  to  the  secretary 
of  the  admirality,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  their  lordships  without 
loss  of  time. 
2  I 
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Edinburgh.  Follows  a  copy  of  the  petition  abovementioned. 

1  July  1777.  lJ  L 

To  the  Right  Honble.  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admirality,  the 
Petition  of  the  Annual  Committee  of  the  Royal  Boroughs  of 
Scotland. 

Humbly  sheweth, — 

That  your  petitioners  have  hitherto  made  no  application  to  your 
lordships  to  station  any  of  his  Majestie's  ships  on  the  east  and  west 
coasts  of  Scotland,  nor  would  we  now  have  made  any  application  that 
might  in  the  smallest  degree  impede  the  public  service,  but  from  a 
late  daring  instance  of  depredation  on  the  west  coast  by  the  privateers 
of  the  American  rebells,  as  appears  from  the  information  sent  to  your 
lordships  by  the  Provost  of  Glasgow,  one  of  our  number,  and  the 
reason  we  have  to  fear  attempts  of  the  same  sort  both  on  the  east 
and  west  coasts,  we  humbly  intreat  your  lordships,  if  his  Majesty's 
service  will  admitt  of  it,  to  grant  such  protection  to  our  trade  as 
your  lordships  shall  think  necessary,  as  our  great  distance  from  the 
station  of  any  of  his  Majestie's  ships  gives  the  enemies  of  our  happy 
constitution  opportunity's  of  greatly  distressing  our  trade  before  we 
can  give  necessary  information  to  your  lordships. 


General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh.  8    Jn]Y    l777- 

8  July  1777. 

Sederunt.  Edinburgh,    Chas.    Innes  &   Francis   Brodie,  comrs.,   John   Kid   & 

Orlando  Hart,  assrs. ;  Perth,  William  Stewart,  comr.,  Geo.  Faikney, 
assr.  ;  Dundee,  George  Maxwell,  comr.,  Thos.  Crichton,  assr. ;  Aberdeen, 
James  Jopp,  comr.,  George  Shand,  assr. ;  Linlithgow,  Robert  Clark, 
comr.,  Alexr.  Kennewie,  assr. ;  St  Andrews,  Alexr.  Fraser,  comr.,  Stuart 
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Grace,  assr. ;  Glasgow.  Robert  Donald,  com  v.,  William  French,  assr. ;  Edinburgh. 
Ayr,  David  Ferguson,  comr.,  John  Hunter,  assr. ;  Haddingtoun,  James  sederunt. 
Dudgeon,  comr.,  Davd.  Smith,  assr. ;  Dysert,  Alexr.  Thomson,  comr., 
Andw.  Reddie,  assr.  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Thos.  Dougall,  comr.,  Thos.  Kay, 
assr. ;  Montrose,  Jas.  Bisset,  comr.,  Jas.  Bisset,  junr.,  assr. ;  Coupar, 
.Tas.  Thomson,  comr.,  George  Tod,  assr. ;  Anstr.  Easter,  Andw.  Johnston, 
comr.,  James  Johnston,  assr.  ;  Dumfries,  Andw.  Croshie,  comr. ;  Inver- 
ness, Phineas  M'Intosh,  conn-.,  Chas.  M'Intosh,  assr. ;  Bruntisland, 
Andw.  Robertson,  comr.,  Henry  Wall,  assr. ;  Inverkiething,  Jon. 
Cunningham,  comr.,  Alexr.  Walker,  assr. ;  Kinghorn,  Andw.  Hamilton, 
comr.,  Alexr.  Alison,  assr. ;  Brechin,  John  Mollison,  assr. ;  Irvine, 
Charles  Hamilton,  comr. ;  Jedburgh,  Dr  Willm.  Elliot,  comr.,  James 
Fair,  assr.  ;  Kirkcudbright,  Alexr.  Gordon,  comr.,  Honble.  Alex.  Gordon, 
assr. ;  Wigtoun,  William  Campbell,  comr. ;  Pittenweem,  James  Nairn, 
comr.,  Gavin  Hogg,  assr. ;  Dumfermline,  Adam  Rolland,  comr.,  Jon. 
Flockhart,  assr.  ;  Anstr.  Wester,  Jas.  Wilkie,  comr.,  Philip  Anstruther, 
assr. ;  Selkirk,  Thos.  Currer,  comr.,  George  Currie,  assr. ;  Renfrew, 
Jon.  Paterson,  comr.,  Peter  Paterson,  assr. ;  Dunbar,  Robert  Fall, 
comr.,  Davd.  Loch,  assr.  ;  Lanerk,  John  Banantyne,  comr.  ;  Aber- 
brothock,  Jas.  Sturrock,  comr.,  Alexr.  Hart,  assr.  ;  Peebles,  William 
Kerr,  comr.,  James  Reid,  assr.  ;  Crail,  John  Dudingston,  comr.  ;  Tain, 
Lord  Ankervile,  comr.,  David  Ross,  assr. ;  Culross,  Robt.  Halkerston, 
comr.,  Jas.  Johnston,  assr.;  Banff,  Alexr.  Dirom,  comr.;  Whithorn, 
John  M'Gowan,  comr. ;  Forfar,  William  Kerr,  comr. ;  Rothsay,  Duncan 
M'Millan,  comr.,  Jon.  Wordie,  assr. ;  Forres,  Sir  James  Grant,  comr., 
Ludovick  Grant,  assr. ;  Rutherglen,  Gabriel  Gray,  comr. ;  North 
Berwick,  Willm.  Swinton,  comr.,  Archd.  Lauder,  assr. ;  Cullen, 
Mr  James  Philp,  assr.  ;  Lauder,  Andw.  Edmonston,  comr. ;  Kilrenny, 
Alexr.  Reid,  comr.,  Jas.  Stoddart,  assr. ;  Annan,  John  Johnston,  comr., 
Jas.  Currie  Carlyle,  assr.  ;  Lochmaben,  William  Hoggan,  comr. ; 
Sanquhar,  George  Clerk  Maxwell,  comr.  ;  New  Galloway,  John  Syme, 
comr. ;  Dingwall,  Collin  M'Kenzie,  comr.,  Alexr.  Kemp,  assr. ;  Queens- 
ferry,    Archd.    Stewart,    comr.,    James    Syme,    assr. ;    Inverury,    Jas. 
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Edinbubgu.     Ferguson,  comr.,  Alexr.  Ferguson,  assr.  ;  Inverary,  John  M'Niel,  comr., 

Sederunt.     '    ^aines    Ferrier,    assr. ;     Wick,    John     Sinclair,    comr.,     Issac     Grant, 

assr.  ;    Kirkwall,  Gilbert  Meason,  comr.  ;    Inverbervie,    Thos.    Chrystie, 

comr.,    Robert   Jamison,  assr.  ;     Stranraer,    David    Dalrymple,    comr. ; 

Campbelltown,  Alexr.  Murray,  Esqr.,  comr. ;  (seven  burrows  blank). 


Preses 
cho9en. 


Petn.  for 

Aber- 

brothock 

presented. 


1.  The  which  day  the  convention  unanimously  elect  John 
Dalrymple,  Esqr.,  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinbr.,  to  be  their  preses 
during  the  sitting  of  the  convention,  who  accepted  of  the  office 
and  gave  his  oath  de  fideli,  he  being  formerly  qualified  to  his 
Majesty  King  George  the  Third  as  law  directs. 

2.  The  same  day  the  second  article  of  the  missive,  relative  to 
the  missive  dues,  was  read  according  to  appointment. 

[3.  Committee  on  commissions.  4.  Commissions  approven.  5. 
Commissions  approven.  6.  39th  act,  1749,  read.  7.  Agent's  accots. 
remitt.] 

8.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the  convention 
a  petition  from  the  burgh  of  Aberbrothock,  setting  furth  the  great 
expence  contracted  by  building  and  repairing  their  harbour,  which 
cost  upwards  of  £7000,  and  their  great  load  of  debt  by  growing 
interest  and  annual  repairs ;  that  the  last  convention  had  appointed 
their  agent  to  make  payment  to  the  said  borough  of  the  sum  of 
£100  sterling  towards  their  relief,  and  recommended  to  the  then 
next  (now  present)  convention  to  consider  the  state  of  the  borough 
and  to  give  them  such  further  aid  as  from  the  circumstances  of 
the  borough  should  be  judged  proper.  The  convention  appoint  the 
petition  to  lye  on  the  table  to  be  considered  next  diet  of  the 
convention. 

9.  The  same  day  there  was  read  to  the  convention  a  letter  from 
George  Chalmers,  merchant,  addressed  to  the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh, 
relative  to  the  duty  of  coals  carried  coastways,  representing  that  tho' 
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coals  pay  five  shillings  p.  chaldron  of  thirty-six  bushels,  yet  what  is  called  E dinburgh. 
culm,  being  the  refuse  of  certain  kinds  of  coal  untitt  for  household  fireing,  letter  from 
pays  only  twelve  pence  p.  chaldron,  but  tho'  Wales  and  other  parts  of  JJ^JjJj™1 
England    are    only    chargeable    in    the    small    duty    on    what    is   called   dutyH  on 
culm,  yet  no  relief  is  given  to  Scotland,  but  all  sorts  of  coal  charged 
with  a  high  duty  to  the   great   prejudice   of   this   part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.      Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  appoint  the 
same  to  lye  upon  the  table,  together  with  a  printed  memorial  on  that 
subject  addrest  to  the  lords  of  the  treasury. 

10.  The    same    day    there     was    presented    to    the    convention    a  Petition 
petition  of   the  justices  of  the  peace    for  the  western  district   of  Fife  landing 
and  baillies  of  the  admirality  of  Dumfermline,  setting  furth  the  great  Que^"^™ 
pains  they  had  been  at  for  some  years  in  repairing  and  amending  the  presented, 
shipping  on  both  sides  the  Forth  at  Queensferry ;   that  the  convention, 

1772,  were  pleased  to  give  them  £100  ster.  for  carrying  on  so  usefidl 
a  work,  and  as  the  funds  fall  far  short  of  what  is  necessary  for  proper 
repairs,  therefore  praying  such  aid  from  the  convention  as  to  them 
should  seem  proper.  Which  being  considered,  the  convention  appoint 
the  petition  to  ly  on  the  table  till  next  sederunt. 

11.  The  same    day   there    was    presented  and  read   in  convention   Petition  for 
a    petition    and    memorial    from     the    magistrates   &   town    council    of  presented. 
Jedburgh,    setting   furth    that   they  had    been    rated    on  the  tax    roll 

when  their  trade  was  in  a  flourishing  condition,  but  upon  the  great 
encrease  of  public  debts  they  found  themselves  obliged  to  apply  to 
the  convention  for  relief ;  that  after  a  proper  enquirie  by  authority 
of  the  convention  and  report,  the  general  convention  in  the  1759 
ordained  that  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  should  be  allowed  annually 
the  sum  of  £30  sterl.  while  their  distress  remained  or  the  tax  roll 
continued  unaltered,  and  this  sum  to  be  charged  on  the  missive ; 
that  ever  since,  upon  a  summary  application,  this  sum  has  been  paid 
accordingly,  and  therefore  praying  that  the  convention  would  not 
only  order  payment  of    the  said  thirty    pounds  this  year,    but   direct 
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Edinburgh. 
8  July  1777. 
Petition  for 
Jedburgh 
presented. 


Petn.  for 
Stranraer 
remitt  to 
nighbouring 
boroughs. 


Proceedings 
of  the  annual 
committee 
approven. 


the  same  to  be  paid  annually  without  further  application,  untill 
either  the  tax  roll  be  opened  or  it  be  ascertained  by  a  visitation 
and  report  that  the  distress's  of  the  burgh  are  removed.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  refer  the  consideration  of 
the  said  memorial  &  petition   untill  their  meeting  on  Thursday. 

12.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  a  petition  of 
the  burgh  of  Stranraer,  bearing  that  their  situation  upon  Lochryan, 
an  arm  of  the  sea,  afords  a  retreat  to  all  ships  sailing  upon  the  western 
coasts,  but  having  no  harbour,  ships  are  obliged  to  lye  by  at  a 
considerable  distance,  whereby  they  sutler  very  much  from  storms 
in  winter ;  that  the  burgh  is  well  situated  for  trade  of  all  kinds, 
particularly  the  white  herring  fishing,  which  of  late  years  is  greatly 
encreased  ;  that  they  propose  building  a  small  harbour,  but  without 
contributions,  and  public  encouragement  their  own  funds  cannot 
answer  the  expence,  and  therefore  praying  the  aid  of  the  convention, 
which  they  the  rather  hoped  for,  as  being  the  first  application 
of  the  kind  ever  made  by  this  burgh.  Which  being  considered  by 
the  convention,  they  appoint  the  burghs  of  Ayr,  Whithorn,  Irvine, 
&  New  Galloway,  any  three  to  be  a  quorum,  to  enquire  into  the 
state  of  the  burgh  and  the  utility  of  erecting  a  harbour,  and  to 
report  to  the  next  convention. 

[13.  Jas.  Thomson  elected  officer.] 

14.  The  same  day  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  committee 
being  read,  the  convention  approve  thereof,  and  appoint  their  preeses 
to  return  them  thanks  for  their  great  care  and  attention  to  the 
several  matters  remitted  to  them  by  the  last  general  convention ; 
and  with  respect  to  two  particulars  mentioned  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  annual  committee,  vizt.,  that  touching  the  harbour  of  Harwich 
and  the  other  relative  to  the  corn  bill,  the  convention  give  their 
judgement  as  follows :  Having  considered  what  is  sett  furth  relative 
to    an  application    for    raising  a    duty    in    favours  of    the   harbour  of 
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Harwich,  as   it   has  been  suggested  by  imposing  a  duty  of  one  penny   Edinburgh. 

p.    ton    on   all  ships   passing    or    repassing    the    forsaid   harbour  to  or   Annual 

from    the  northern  ports  of  Britain  whether  they  enter  that  harbour  committee 

x.  J  .to  advert  to 

or    nut,    the    convention  do  recommend  to  the  next  annual  committee  Harwich 

to    give    all  attention  to    that  affair,  to  advert  to  the  interest  of  this  1>01 

part    of    the    United     Kingdom,    and    use    their    influence    to    prevent 

a    tax     being    laid    on    in    the    manner    supposed    to    be   the    purport 

of     the    bill     intended    by    the    mayor,    aldermen,    and     burges's    of 

Harwich  ;  and  with  respect  to  the  corn  bill,  the  convention  recommend  Committee 

it    to  the  burghs    of    Edinburgh,    Perth,  Dundee,    Aberdeen,    Glasgow,   the  corn  hill. 

Ayr,    Banff,    Dunbar,    Dysert,   Montrose,   &  Irvine,  whereof  any  three 

as  a  quorum,    to  consider  every  thing    relative    to  the    corn    bill  and 

report    their  opinion   to   the    convention    with   their   first  conveniency, 

and  for  that  purpose  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  in  the  laigh  council 

house  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  convention. 


Edinbr.,  9  July  1777. 

[15.  Commissions  approven.      1G.  Agent  at  London  to  send  copies 
of  bills  relating  to  Scotland.] 

17.  The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  audite   the  agent's   Report  on 
accompts    reported  that  having    examined    the   accompt    of    his    intro-  acco^ofun- 
missions    with  the  cess    and    missive   dues    of    the   burghs   of  barrony  free  trade 
and  regality,    they    found    he    charged    himself   with    two   hundred   & 
ninty-seven    pound    fifteen    shilling    as    the    arrears    resting    by    the 
forsaid     burghs    at     July     1775,     and     with    nineteen    hundred     and 
ninety-one    pound     as    the    year's    cess    and  missive    dues    chargeable 
upon   them    at    July    177G,    amounting    in    all    to    two    thousand    two 
hundred     &    eighty-eight    pound    fifteen    shilling    Scots    mone}7 ;    and 
that    his  discharge,    inclusive  of  three  hundred  and   fifty-seven  pound 
eight    shilling    &  four  pennies  of    arrears,   extends   to   three  thousand 
two  hundred    &    thirty-one  pound    ten  pennies  Scots  money,  whereby 
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Edinburgh. 
!l  July  1777. 
Report  on 
the  agent's 
accot.  of 
unfree  trade 
approven. 


there  is  a  ballance  due  to  the  agent  on  this  accompt  of  nine  hundred 
&  forty-two  pound  five  shilling  &  ten  pennies  Scots  money,  for 
which  he  has  taken  credit  in  his  accompt  of  missive  dues  audited 
of  this  date ;  that  the  committee  found  the  vouchers  of  discharge 
of  the  forsaid  accompt  sufficiently  instructed,  which  being  seall'd 
up  by  the  preses  were  left  in  the  clerk's  hands,  and  they  were  of 
opinion  the  agent  ought  to  charge  himself  with  the  forsaid  arrears 
in  his  next  accompts.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 
they  approve  of  the  forsaid  report,  and  appoint  the  agent  to  charge 
himself  accordingly ;  of  which  accompt  the  tenor  follows : — 


Mr  James  Robertson  Barclay,  agent  for  the  royal  boroughs, 
his  accot.  of  unfree  trade. 
Debr. 


To  arrears  of  cess  &  missive  dues  resting  by  the  burghs 
of  Kilwinning,  &ce.,  as  given  up  at  auditing  his 
last  accot.  - 

Cess  and  missive  dues  chargeable  upon  the  burghs  of 
barrony  &  regality  at  July  1776,  vizt. : — 


Weemys 
Greenock    - 
Frasersburgh 
Leven 
Kilmarnock 
Dalkieth     - 
Down 

Dunnikier  - 
Linktown   - 
Borrowstonness 
Prestonpans 
Peterhead   - 


£66  0  0 

352  0  0 

66  0  0 

88  0  0 

88  0  0 

88  0  0 

14  13  4 

29  6  8 

29  6  8 

308  0  0 

44  0  0 

88  0  0 


£297   15     0 
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Stonhyve    - 

Eli 

Old  Meldrum 

Eymouth    - 

Kilwinning 

Alloa 

Portsoy 

Turriff 

Saltcoats     - 

St  Ninians 

Oockeny 

Limekilns  - 

Mussellburgh 


Ballance  due  to  the  agent  on  this  accot.  and  for 
which  he  has  taken  credit  in  his  accot.  of  missive 
dues  audited  of  this  date    - 


£44 

0 

0 

44 

0 

0 

33 

0 

0 

110 

0 

0 

22 

0 

0 

110 

0 

0 

44 

0 

0 

14 

13 

4 

176 

0 

0 

22 

0 

0 

44 

0 

0 

22 

0 

0 

44 

0 

0 

£1991  0 

o 

£2288  15 

0 

Edinburgh. 
9. July  1777. 
Report  on 
the  agent's 
accot.  of 
unfree  trade 
approven. 


942     5   10 


Summa  £3231     0  10 

Credr. 
By   cash    paid    the    receiver    general    in    full     of    the 

year's   cess  of  the  burghs    of    barrony    from    25th 

March  1776  to  25th  March    1777,   £208,    8s.    4d. 

sterl.  inde.  .....     £2501     0     0 

By  one  year's  missive  dues    of  said  burghs   from  July 

1776  to  do.  1777    -  -  -  -  -         312  12     6 

By  allowance  for  quartering,  p.  39th  act  of  convention, 

1730  -  -  -  -  60     0     0 


£2873  12     6 
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By  the  arrears  following,  vizt. : — 

Down  at  July  1776 
Kilwinning  at  July  1775 
Do.        at  July  1770 


Portsoy  at  July  1775 
Do.     at  July  1776 


£14  13     4 


£234 

15 

0 

22 

0 

0 

256   15 

0 

£42 

0 

0 

44 

0 

0 

86     0 

0 

£357     8     4 


Sum 


£3231     0  10 


approven. 


Report  on  18.  The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  audite  the  agent's 

tie  agents  accompts  reported  that  having  considered  his  accompts  of  missive 
missive  dues  dues,  find  he  charges  himself  with  £6486,  Is.  lOd.  as  the  ballance 
of  his  last  accompt,  with  £723,  7s.  being  the  arrears  of  missive  dues 
resting  by  the  boroughs  at  auditing  his  said  last  accompt,  and 
with  £12,000  as  the  year's  missive  dues  from  the  first  of  July 
1776  to  the  first  of  July  1777,  amounting  in  all  to  nineteen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  nine  pounds  eight  shilling  and  ten 
pennies  Scots  money  ;  and  that  his  discharge,  inclusive  of  £942,  5s.  lOd. 
beino-  the  ballance  due  to  the  agent  on  his  accot.  of  unfree  trade 
audited  of  this  date,  and  of  £967,  4s.  2d.  being  the  arrears  of  missive 
dues  resting  by  the  boroughs  as  mentioned  in  a  sign'd  list  of  this 
date,  does  extend  to  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  &  forty- 
three  pounds  twelve  shilling  and  two  pennies,  whereby  there  is 
a  ballance  of  fifty-two  hundred  &  sixty-five  pound  sixteen 
shilling  and  eight  pennies  Scots  to  answer  and  pay  the  burgh 
Aberbrothock  and  sundry  others  for  which  proper  discharges 
are  not  as  yet  come  to  hand,  and  with  which  ballance  &  arrears 
the  committee  were  of  opinion  the  agent  ought  to  charge  himself 
in   his   next  accompts  ;   and  they  found  the  discharge   of  this  accompt 
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sufficiently   instructed,   the    vouchers    being  seal'd    up   by    their   preses  Edinburgh 
'  .  .  .  !>  July  1777. 

and     left     in    the     clerk's     hands.       Which     being    considered    by    the   Rep0rt  on 

convention,  they  approve  of  the  said   report,  and  appoint  the  agent  to  the  agents 

charge  himself  accordingly;    of  which  accot.  the  tenor  follows: —  missive  dues 

approven. 

Mr  James  Robertson  Barclay,  agent  for  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland, 
his  accompt  of  missive  dues  from   July   1776  to  July  1777. 

Debr. 

To    ballance    due    by    the    agent    at    auditing    his    last 

accompt,  10th  July  1776    -  £6,486      1    10 

To  arrears  of  missive  dues  then  resting  by  the  boroughs 

&  taken  credit  for  in  said  accot.      -  -  723     7     0 

One  year's  missive  dues  from  July    1776   to   1st  July 

1777  ------    12,000     0     0 


Sum  £10,209     8   10 


Credr. 
By  cash  paid  the  burgh  of  Pittenweem  in  relief  of  the 

half    of   their  cess   for  the   year   ending    1st   July 

1776,  p.  receipt    -  £74     7     6 

By  do.  paid   the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  their    aid  for    do. 

year  -  -  -  -  -  -         360     0     0 

By  do.  paid  the  burgh  of  Dumfries         -  743      7      0 

By  do.  paid  the  burgh  of  Aberbrothock,  p.  act,  1775,  & 

discharge  -  -  -  -  -  -         480     0     0 

By  do.  paid  the  third  &  last  moiety  of  the  boroughs' 

donation  for  improving  Peterhead  harbour  2000     0     0 

By    do.    paid    Robert    Mein,   of    gratuity,    by    order    of 

convention  - 

By  the  princl.  clerk's  sallary  to  1st  July  1777     - 
By  the  agent's  sallary  do.  year  - 

By  his  assistant's  sallary  do.  year  - 


25 

4 

0 

600 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

120 

0 

0 
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By  the  lord  advocate's  sallary  as  assr.  for  do. 

By  his  clerk's  sallary  for  do.       - 

By  the  conservator's  sallary  for  do. 

By  James  Guthrie,  secretary  to  the  trustees,  for  his  own 

&  clerk's  sallary     ----- 
By  George  Ross,  Esqr.,  agent  at  London,  his  sallary  do. 

year  ------ 

By  the  receiver  general  for  his  clerk's  sallary     - 

By  Messrs  Duncan  &  Tait,  depute  clerks,  their  sallary    - 

By  John  Blair,  recorder,  his  sallary        - 

By    Messrs    Wood    &    Downie,    borough    officers,    their 

sallary  and  gratuity  -  - 

By  the  keeper  of  the  advocates'  barr,  of  gratuity 
By  the  under  keeper  &  cryer     - 
By  the  keeper  of  the  borough  room        - 
By  the  gardner,  flowers  - 

By  this  year's  general  missive    -  -  -  - 

By  the  agent's  allowance  for  incidents  - 
By  his  accot.  for  reprinting  the  stapple  contract  &  for 

postages,  &ce.,  during  this  accot.      ... 
By  an  allowance  to  John  &  Willm.  Forbes,  p.  act 
By  the  burgh    of   Whithorn    towards    repairing   their 

harbour     ------ 

By  the  burgh  of  Aberbrothock,  pr.  act,  1776 
Acts,  1758.  By  the    burgh    of     Kirkwall    in 
relief  of   their    &  missive    clues 
effiering  to  4s.  tax  roll 

1759.  By  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  of  relief 

1764.  By  the  burgh  of  Anstr.  Easter. 

the  half  of  their  cess        -        £130 
By  the  burgh  of  Pittenweem,  do.      99 

1766.  By  the  burgh  of  Kilrenny,  do.  52 

69.  By  the  burgh  of  Queensferry,  do.    107 


£333 

6 

8 

60 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

960 

0 

0 

300 

0 

0 

240 

0 

0 

240 

0 

0 

360 

0 

0 

288 

0 

0 

29 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

36 

0 

0 

120 

0 

0 

227 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

912 

0 

0 

19 

4 

2 

0 

8 

0 

12 

o 
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Acts,  1770.  By  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie,  one- 
fifth  do.  -  -  £193     2     8 

By    the  burgh  of    Haddingtoun, 
do.     - 

By    the    burgh    of    Linlithgow, 
one-third  do. 
73.   By     the     burgh     of    Dumfries, 
one-half  do. 

By  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn,  one- 
third 


£12,034  2  2 
By   ballance  due  to   the   agent  on  his   accot.  of  unfree 

trade  -  -  -  -  -  -         942     5   10 

By  arrears  of    missive  dues  resting   by   the    boroughs, 

conform  to  a  list    -----  967     4     2 

Ballance  due  by  the  agent  to  pay  sundry   burghs   for 

which  proper  discharges  are  not  as  yet  come  up      -       5,205   16     8 


261     7     8 

385     2     8 

991     2     8 

f  O  OOf)     1  7 

o 

Edinburgh. 
9  July  1777. 
Report  on 
the  agent's 
accot.  of 
missive  dues 
approve!). 


Sum 


£19,209  8     10 


19.  The    same    day    there    was    presented    to    the    convention    by  Trustees' 
James  Guthrie,  secretary  to  the  honble.  board  of  trustees  for  fishery's  rePort-  &ce- 

J  J       presented. 

and  manufactures  in  Scotland,  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by  the 
said  board  to  his  Majesty  at  Christmas  last;  as  also  George  Lines, 
deputy  receiver  general,  gave  in  an  accompt  of  the  payments  made 
by  the  receiver  general  in  consequence  of  the  trustees'  orders  from 
25th  Decer.  1775  to  25th  December  1776,  both  which  were  ordered 
to  lye  upon  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

20.  The  same  day,  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Ao-ent  to 
petition  from  the  town  of  Aberbrothock,  they  appoint  their  agent  to  Paytjf  tT 
make  payment  to  the  said   burgh  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds    ElOOsfcer. 
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Edinburgh. 
9  July  1777. 
Agent  to 
pay  Aber- 
brothock 
£lU0ster. 


Annual 
committee 
impowei'd 
to  grant  an 
aid  for  the 
landings  at 
Queensferry 
notexceeding 
£100ster. 


sterling  towards  their  relief,  and  to  charge  the  same  on  the  next 
annual  missive,  and  further  recommend  to  the  next  annual  convention 
to  consider  the  state  of  the  said  borough  and  to  give  them  such 
further  aid  as  from  the  circumstances  of  the  borough  shall  be 
judged  proper. 

[21.  Agent  to  pay  sallarys  &  gratuitys.] 

22.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  from  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  west 
district  of  Fyfe  and  baillies  of  the  admirality  of  Dumfermline,  they 
re  mitt  to  the  burghs  of  Queensferry,  Dumfermline,  Inverkiething, 
and  Sanquhar,  and  to  Sir  John  Halket  of  Pitferran,  barronet, 
whereof  any  two  to  be  a  quorum,  to  inspect  the  shippings  or 
landing  places  therein  mentioned,  and  to  report  the  state  thereof 
to  the  annual  committee,  with  power  to  the  committee  to  give 
them  such  aid  towards  carrying  on  these  works  as  they  shall  judge 
proper,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  be  applyed 
at  the  sight  of  the  above  burghs  and  of  the  said  Sir  John  Halket, 
and  appoint  them  to  report  the  application  thereof  to  the  convention. 

Act,  1757,  23.  The  same  day  the  30th  act  of  the  convention,  1757,  appointing 

fo/monev^to  applications    for    money    to     be    lodged    with    the    annual     committee 
be  observed,     two  months  at  least  before  the  meeting  of  the  convention,  was  read, 
and  the  convention  resolve  to  observe  the  same  in  all  time  coming. 

Memorial  24.  The    same    day    the     convention    resumed    the    consideration 

remitt  to  the    0I"    the    memorial    in    regard   to    culm,    and    remitt  the    same    to    the 

annual  consideration  of  the  annual  committee, 

committee. 

Cromarty  25.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  and  read  to  the    conven- 

tonighbour-     tion    a  petition  from  the    merchants,    traders,  and    inhabitants  of    the 

ing  boroughs,   town  of  Cromarty,  praying  the  aid  of  the  convention  towards  erecting 

a  peer   or   harbour  at  Cromarty,   as  the  same    would  tend   greatly  to 

the  interest  of  the  public  and  the  safety  of  shipping  upon  that  coast. 
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Which   being  considered    by  the  convention,    they  arc  of   opinion  that   Edinburgh. 

the    building    of    such   a  peer  as   is    mentioned   in  the  petition    would   Qromartv 

be   of    great    and    immediate    advantage    to    the    trade    and    commerce  Petn-  pemitfc 

i-11-ir.-i  to  nigh  bou  r- 

ot    Scotland,    and    be    particularly    beneficial    to    the    royal    boroughs,   ing  boroughs. 

and  do  remitt  to  the  burghs  of  Elgin,  Dingwall,  Forres,  and  Tain, 
whereof  any  two  to  be  a  quorum,  to  examine  into  the  matter  sett 
furth  in  the  petition,  and  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  annual 
committee ;  and  in  case  the  facts  sett  furth  in  the  petition  shall 
appear  to  the  committee  to  be  well  founded,  they  recommend  to 
them  to  transmitt  their  opinion  hereof  to  the  boroughs'  representa- 
tives in  parliament,  requesting  their  concurrence  in  any  application 
to  parliament  for  public  aid. 

2G.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  taken  under  considera-   staple 

tion   the   proposals   for    renewing  the  staple  contract,  as   contained   in   remit/Tto  a 

the  23d   article   of    the  convention,   1775,  they  of    new  remitt  to    the  committee  & 
„  T7..  .       ii        nr  conservator, 

burghs    or   Edinburgh,  rertn,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Kirkcaldy,  Montrose, 

and   Aberbrothock,  to  whom  they  now  add  Glasgow,  and  recommend 

to  them    along    with    the    conservator    to   take    into  consideration  the 

different  articles  of  the  present  staple   contract,  and  to  report  to   the 

next    convention     what    additions    or    alterations    ought    to    be    made 

thereon    for   the    mutual  advantage  of  the  royal  boroughs   and    town 

of  Campvere. 

[27.  Agent    to    pay  John  &   Willm.  Forbes  £5.     28.   Missive   and 
tax  roll  continued.     29.  Jas.  Thomson  appointed  borough  officer.] 


Edinbr.,   10  July   1777. 

30.  The    which     day    the    convention    appoints    the     burghs    of  Annual 
Edinburgh,     Perth,    Dundee,     Aberdeen,     Linlithgow,     St      Andrews,  appointed. 
Glasgow,   and  such  other  of  the  members  of  this  convention  as  shall 
attend,   as    a    committee    to    sitt  after    the    dissolving  of    this    present 
convention,    and    to    proceed    in,    consider,  and    determine    upon    all 
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and  every  particular  that  has  or  shall  he  remitted  to  them  hy  this 
convention,  and  particularly  upon  every  thing  tending  to  the  benefite 
of  trade  and  state  of  boroughs,  and  upon  all  differences  that  has 
arisen  or  may  arise  in  boroughs  or  between  boroughs,  and  upon  every 
thing  concerning  the  staple  port  and  due  observance  thereof,  and 
upon  every  thing  concerning  unfree  traders  and  the  communication 
of  trade ;  declaring  that  five  shall  be  a  quorum  in  every  matter, 
except  in  such  cases  as  shall  require  any  application  to  parliament, 
wherein  nine  shall  be  a  quorum ;  and  furder,  the  annual  committee 
are  hereby  directed  and  impowered  to  correspond  with  the  boroughs' 
representatives  in  parliament  concerning  trade  or  the  state  of 
boroughs,  and  that  they  give  notice  of  the  particulate  of  such 
correspondence  to  the  several  boroughs  so  as  that  the  boroughs 
may  write  in  that  behalf  to  their  respective  representatives,  and 
likewise  in  all  matters  whereto  applications  to  the  parliament  shall 
be  by  the  annual  committee  thought  necessary,  that  all  the  members 
of  the  committee  shall  by  a  circular  letter  have  notice  of  the 
particulars  that  they  may  attend  and  assist  in  forming  and  con- 
ceiting such  applications,  if  the  nature  of  the  thing  can  admitt  of 
so  much  delay ;  but  the  annual  committee  shall  in  no  case  have 
power  to  dispose  of  any  of  the  boroughs'  money  except  where  they 
have  special  authority  for  that  purpose,  conform  to  the  26th  act 
of  the  convention  in  July  seventeen  hundred  &  thirty-four ;  and 
the  convention  appoint  the  first  meeting  of  the  annual  committee 
to  be  on  Friday  next  at  eleven  o'clock  forenoon  in  the  council 
chamber  of  this  city,  with  power  to  the  said  committee  to  choise 
their  own  preses  from  time  to  time ;  and  in  absence  of  the  preses 
they  authorize  their  clerks   to  call  a  meeting  upon  any  emergent. 


31.  The  same  day  the  convention,  agreeable  to  their  former  re- 
solution, took  under  consideration  the  petition  &  memorial  of  the 
burgh  of  Jedburgh,  and  after  some  reasoning  upon  it,  they  appoint 
the  agent  to  make   payment  to  the  petitioners  of  the  sum  of  thirty 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  561 

pounds  for   this   year,  and  to  take   credit  for   the  same  in  his  accots.  Edinburgh. 

in  T    if  1  i"i 

accordingly  ;  and  remit  to  the  burghs  of  Dunbar,  Haddington,  Peebles,  Agent  to  pay 

Selkirk,   and    Lauder,   whereof   three  to    be  a  quorum  and    Peebles   or  Jedburgh 

»  £30,  &  nigh- 

Selkirk    to    be   always    one,    to    enquire  into    the  present  state  of  the   Louring 

burgh    of   Jedburgh,  and   to   report    to   the    next  convention    how  far  reportVhe  ° 
they  are  of  opinion  that  this  gratuity  should  be  continued.  state  thereof. 

32.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  considered  the  petition  Petn.  for 
of  the  burgh  of  Campbeltoun,  representing  that  by  a  variety  of  public  townVemitt 

works   they   were    incumbered    with  a  heavy   load    of   debt,   and   were   tonighbour- 

.  .         .         mg  boroughs, 

carrying  on  a  work  of  general  public  utility  to  the  trade  &  navigation 

of  this  kingdom — to  wit,  the   erection   of  quays   upon   the  harbour  at 

which    vessels    of    three    hundred    tuns    and    upwards   may  be   loaded 

and  unloaded,  tho'  in  the  present  state  of   the  harbour   it   is   only  fit 

for  the  loading  and  unloading  of   small  craft  under  forty  tuns ;   that 

above    fifteen    hundred    pounds    has    been   laid   out    on  this  important 

object,    and    without    the    aid    of    the    convention    it    must   remain 

unfinished,    as  the   borough  has   no  property  whatever,  and   therefore 

praying    the    convention     to    give    such    relief    and   assistance    to    the 

petitioners    as    they    in     their    wisdom    shall   judge    proper.       Which 

being    considered    by    the    convention,    they    remit    to    the    burghs    of 

Glasgow,  Inverary,    Rothsay,   &    Stranraer,  whereof  any  two   to  be   a 

quorum,   to    enquire     into    the    facts    set    furth    in    the    petition,    and 

examine    how    far   what   is    proposed    by    the    burgh    of    Campbeltoun 

is  of  public  utility,  and  to  report  to  the  next  convention. 

33.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  considered  the  St  Andrews 
representation  of  the  burgh  of  St  Andrews,  setting  furth  that  their  anent°unfree 
trade    is    fallen    into    decay    owing   to    sundry    persons    carrying    on  traders 

1*6  111  111  tO 

trade  to  a  great  extent  in  the  villages  of  Leuchars,  Kincaple,  annual 
Boarhills,  Cameron,  &  other  parts  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the 
villages  of  Leuchars  and  Boarhills  have  instituted  markets  under 
the  denomination  of  trysts  by  which  means  not  only  the  fairs  of 
St  Andrews,  but  also  the  merchants  and  other  persons  in  trade 
2  J 
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attend 
thereto. 


are  greatly  hurt ;  that  the  petitioners  understanding  themselves 
vested  with  power  did  of  late  stent  the  traders,  but  they  refused 
to  pay  this  tax,  and  the  petitioners  being  uncertain  if  it  is  in  their 
power  to  compell  these  persons  by  the  usual  methods  followed  in 
levying  cess,  in  respect  thej''  do  not  reside  within  the  royalty  of 
.St  Andrews,  and  therefore  craving  the  advice  of  the  honble.  convention. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  remit  the  same  to 
the  annual  committee,  with  power  to  them  to  give  such  directions 
to  the  agent  thereanent  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

34.  The  same  day  the  commissioner  for  Glasgow  moved  that 
as  the  act  of  parliament  allowing  a  bounty  on  coarse  linen  exported 
would  expire  next  year,  and  unless  renewed  must  be  attended  with 
the  greatest  distress  to  this  country  —  eight  thousand  looms 
being  thrown  idle  the  last  time  this  bounty  was  discontinued,  tho' 
but  for  two  years ;  and  further,  that  the  bounty  upon  the  herring 
fishing,  which  was  also  a  national  concern,  would  expire  much 
about  the  same  time,  that  therefore  this  convention  should  remit  to 
their  annual  committee  with  conventional  powers  to  take  what 
steps  to  them  should  seem  proper  for  obtaining  a  renewal  of 
the  said  bountys.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 
they  approve  of  the  said  motion,  and  remit  to  their  annual  com- 
mittee with  conventional  powers  to  proceed  accordingly. 

35.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  read  the  bill 
to  amend  and  render  more  effectual  so  much  of  two  acts,  made  in 
the  13th  &  14th  years  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  as 
relates  to  the  regulating  the  importation  and  exportation  of  corn 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  the  Lord  Provost  of 
Edinburgh,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  same  was  remitted, 
reported  that  they  had  deliberatly  gone  through  the  bill,  and  were 
of  opinion  that  the  following  alterations  ought  to  be  made: — lmo. 
That  the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh  and  Provost  of  Glasgow  be 
joined  with   the  judges   of   the  Court  of  Session  &   Exchequer  in  the 
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powers    vested    by    the     first    clause.       2<lo.    That    the    second    clause   Edinburgh. 

may    be  agreed  to,  provided    the    price   of  oatmeal    be   not  fixed  at  a  Report  anent 

higher    rate    than    fourteen    shillings    and    eight    pence    per    boll,    and  tlie  bil1  for 

.  ,     ,  i  ...  regulating 

that    oats    be     allowed    to    be    imported     when    the    price    is    sixteen   the  importa 

shillings     per     quarter    or     twelve    shillings    per    boll,    &    that    the  &0cn0£f^trte'e 

persons  to  be  summon'd  as  evidences  be  described  in  the  same  way  appointed  to 
as  described  in  the  present  law,  without  respect  to  their  being  thereto, 
possest  of  a  land  estate.  3tia.  That  as  to  clause  third,  the  court 
of  enquiry  should  meet  at  four  stated  times  in  the  year,  as  by  the 
present  law  the  sherriffs  are  oblidged  to  do  in  the  months  of 
November,  February,  May,  and  August,  but  that  the  court  may 
be  held  oftner  if  necessary,  provided  that  when  the  ports  are  opened 
for  importation  the  same  shall  continue  so  open  for  three  months, 
&  that  the  report  of  the  clerk  of  the  meal  &  corn  markets  of 
Edinr.,  taken  weekly  upon  oath,  shall  be  laid  before  the  court  at 
the  several  meetings  for  their  information.  4to.  That  the  rates  at 
which  exportation  shall  be  allowed  be  fixed  in  proportion  as  in 
the  case  of  importation  ;  and  lastly,  that  as  by  the  present  law  oats 
are  allowed  to  be  warehoused,  the  same  allowance  may  be  given 
as  to  oatmeal  imported  ;  and  further,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  convention  should  name  a  special  committee  with 
ample  powers  to  meet  with-  the  gentlemen  who  proposed  the 
foresaid  bill  in  order  to  frame  a  law  of  general  utility.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  unanimously  approve  of  the 
said  report,  and  remit  to  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  Linlithgow,  St  Andrews,  Glasgow,  Air,  Dumfries,  Dunbar, 
Inverury,  Inverary,  Campbelton,  Kirkcudbright,  Banf,  &  Kinghorn, 
whereof  six  with  the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinr.  to  be  a  quorum,  and 
recommend  to  them  to  co-operate  with  the  framers  of  the  bill  and 
gentlemen  of  the  landed  interest  in  order  to  procure  the  best  law 
they  can  obtain  for  the  benefit  of  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
with  this  special  instruction,  that  the  committee  shall  not  agree 
to  any  bill   for  fixing  the   price   of  oatmeal  beyond   the  rate  of  four 
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pence,  under  or  above  fourteen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  the  rate 
mentioned  in  the  committee's  report ;  but  in  case  the  said  committee 
cannot  agree  to  the  terms  of  a  law  acceptable  to  the  landed  interest, 
that  they  report  to  the  annual  committee,  who  are  hereby  vested 
with  conventional  powers  to  do  what  they  shall  judge  meet  in  the 
premisses. 

36.  The  same  day  the  lord  advocat  represented  as  a  great 
national  concern  the  fixing  a  general  standard  of  weights  &  measures ; 
that  the  same  had  been  often  under  the  consideration  of  the  legislature, 
and  he  for  some  time  had  employed  his  thoughts  on  that  subject ; 
that  John  Swinton,  Esqr.,  advocat,  had  taken  uncommon  pains  in 
investigating  that  matter,  and  already  made  considerable  progress 
therein,  and  therefore  he  moved  that  the  convention  would  recommend 
to  the  several  boroughs  to  give  precise  and  accurate  answers  as 
expeditiously  as  possible  to  any  querys  sent  to  them  by  Mr  Swinton 
relative  to  the  several  weights  &  measures  used  in  their  respective 
boroughs.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they,  as  being 
a  matter  of  public  utility,  authorize  &  recommend  accordingly. 

37.  The  same  day  the  convention  dissolve  this  present  con- 
vention, and  appoint  the  next  general  convention  to  meet  &  be 
held  at  the  burgh  of  Edinr.  upon  the  second  Tuesday  of  July  jaivij 
&  and  seventy-eight,  and  appoint  their  clerks  to  direct  missives 
accordingly.     [Follows  signatures.] 


Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh. 
11  July  1777. 


11  July  1777. 
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Edinburgh. 

14  November  1777.  14  November 

1777. 
John    Dalrymple,    Esqr.,    preses ;    Edinburgh,    Charles    Innes    &  Sederunt. 

Francis    Brodie ;    Perth,    William    Stewart ;    Aberdeen,    James    Jopp ; 

Glasgow,    Robert    Donald  ;    St    Andrews,    Alexr.     Fraser ;     Air,    John 

Hunter ;    Dunbar,  Robert  Fall ;    Kinghorn,   Andrew  Hamilton ;    Aber- 

brothock,     Alexander     Hart ;     Inverness,     Charles     M'Intosh ;    Banff, 

Alexander  Dirom ;    Sanquhar,   George  Clerk    Maxwell ;    Inverury,    Mr 

James  Ferguson. 

The    which     day    the    annual    committee    having    resumed    the  Lord 

consideration    of    the  several  remitts    made  to  them    by  the    last  con-  (jami)be]l  to 

vention,    and   particularly    that    contained    in    the   34th    act,    whereby  be  wrote  to 
,  ^    as  to  the 

they  are  impowered  to  take  such  steps  as  to  them  may  seem  proper  linen  & 
for  obtaining  a  renewal  of  the  bountys  on  exportation  of  linen  bounty's 
and  the  herring  fishery,  the  committee  impower  Provost  Donald, 
member  for  Glasgow,  to  write  Lord  Frederick  Campbell  and  to 
request  his  opinion  whither  the  present  will  be  a  proper  time  fdr 
applying  for  a  renewal  of  these  bountys ;  and  the  lord  advocate  being 
present,  the  committee  also  do  recommend  this  to  his  lordship's 
consideration. 

The    same   day,  in    terms  of    the   remitt    mentioned    in    the  24th  Mr 
act,  the   committee    having    considered  the    memorial    laid    before    the  expence 
convention  from    Mr   Chalmers  in   regard   to   the  dutys   on   culm,   and  a»ent  the 

°  J  (  dutys  on 

as  it  appears  from   the  Records,   as  well  as  Mr  Chalmers'  own   letter  culm  not  to 
to    the    agent,    that    the    royal    boroughs  were    not  to    be  put  to  any  the'boroughs. 
expence    whatever    through    their    having    granted    him   a  commission 
to  sollicit  that  matter,  they  therefore  appoint  their  preses  to  acquaint 
Mr   Chalmers   that  the    royal  boroughs    will   in  no  shape  defray  any 
part  of  the  expence  he  may  incurr  in  that  affair. 

The    same    day    the    preses   informed    the    committee    that,  by   a  Harwich  port 
letter  from  New  Castle,  he  understood  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  opposed. 
Harwich    intended    again    to    apply    this    session     of    parliament    for 
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Edinburgh,     leave    to   bring    in   a   bill   for  imposing    a    duty  of    one  penny  p,    ton 
1777,  on    all     vessels    entering    or     passing    that   harbour    to    or    from    the 

Harwich  port  northern    ports    for    support    of    that    harbour,    which    would     be    an 
opposeJ.  intolerable    burthen    on    trade,    and    therefore    proper    care    ought    to 

be  taken  to  prevent  this  from  takeing  place.  Which  being  considered 
by  the  committee,  they  appoint  their  agent  to  write  Mr  Ross  at 
London,  directing  him  so  soon  as  any  such  application  is  made  to 
give  immediate  notice  thereof  to  the  preses,  in  order  that  he  may 
write  the  boroughs'  representatives  to  oppose  the  same  in  parliament. 
Report  anent  The    same    day    the     committee    appointed   by    the    35th    act    of 

the  last  convention  to  meet  with  the  gentlemen  of  landed  estate 
and  framers  of  the  bill  depending  in  parliament  for  regulating  the 
importation  and  exportation  of  corn  in  Scotland,  and  to  co-operate 
with  them  in  forming  a  law  of  general  utility  for  that  purpose, 
reported  to  the  annual  committee  that,  in  consequence  of  previous 
notice,  they  had  yesterday  a  meeting  with  the  lord  advocate  and 
some  other  gentlemen  of  the  landed  intrest  on  the  forsaid  subject, 
and  that  after  fully  conversing  thereon,  and  the  particular  resolutions 
of  the  convention  thereanent  as  contained  in  their  remit  to  that 
committee,  the  meeting  mutually  agreed  that  the  proposed  addition 
of  joining  the  Provosts  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  with  the  Lords 
of  Session  and  Barrons  of  Exchequer  impowering  them  to  open  the 
ports  should  be  given  up ;  and  Idly,  that  whenever  the  price  of 
oat  meal  in  the  mercate  of  Edinburgh  shall  rise  to  fourteen 
shillings  and  eight  pence  p.  boll,  then  the  ports  of  Scotland  shall 
be  opened  for  the  importation  of  oats  and  oat  meal,  and  that  the 
persons  to  be  summoned  as  evidences  for  proving  the  prices  shall 
not  be  restricted  to  persons  of  landed  estate,  but  that  these  witnesses 
shall  be  described  according  to  the  present  law ;  and  for  further  in- 
formation, if  thought  necessary,  that  the  report  of  the  clerk  of  the 
meal  mercate  of  Edinburgh,  taken  weekly  upon  oath,  shall  be  likewise 
laid  before  the  court ;  but  with  respect  to  the  continuing  the  ports 
open    for    three    months    from    the    time    of    their    being    opened    for 
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importation    and    the     allowing    oat    meal    to    be    warehoused    in    like   Edinburgh. 

H  November 
manner  as  oats  are  by  the    present   law,  the  meeting  having  (littered    1777. 

on  these  points,  the  gentlemen  of  the  landed  interest  being  of  opinion  Report  anent 
1  '  °  »  1  tiie  com  l^p 

that  if  the  ports  are  to  remain  open  for  three  months  then  that 
of  warehouseing  the  meal  ought  not  to  take  place ;  on  which  the 
forsaid  committee  resolved  to  lay  the  whole  of  this  matter  before 
the  annual  committee  so  as  they  might  take  the  same  under  their 
consideration  in  terms  of  the  resolution  of  the  convention.  All  which, 
together  with  the  forsaid  act  of  convention,  being  considered  by 
the  annual  committee,  and  after  fully  deliberating  on  the  points 
whereon  the  above  committee  have  differed  from  the  lord  advocate 
and  these  other  landed  gentlemen,  and  the  question  being  put 
whither  that  of  the  warehouseing  of  oat  meal  should  be  given  up, 
the  majority  of  the  members  were  of  opinion  that  it  ought  not ;  at 
the  same  time,  in  respect  that  a  meeting  of  the  committees  nominated 
by  the  gentlemen  of  the  different  countys  is  to  be  held  here  to- 
morrow in  order  to  consider  the  intended  alterations  on  the  corn 
laws,  they  therefore  appoint  the  forsaid  committee  as  nominated 
by  the  convention  to  attend  on  that  meeting,  and  if  they  find  them 
inclined  to  an  amicable  accomodation  in  regard  to  the  forsaid  bill, 
that  they  make  a  report  thereof  to  the  annual  committee  as  soon 
as  possible. 

The   same   day    there    was   presented   and    read    to  the  committee   Report  anent 
a    report   from    the   burghs   of   Dingwall   &   Tain,   being  a  quorum  of  a  harbour 
the    committee    appointed    by    last     convention   to    enquire     into     the  at  Cromarty, 
facts  stated  in  the  petition  for  the  merchants,  traders,  and  inhabitants 
of    the   town    of   Cromerty,    bearing   that    after   examining    into    that 
matter,  as  well  as  from  their   own  personal  knowledge,  it  was  certain 
the    Bay    of    Cromerty    is   one   of   the   safest   road-steads  on   the    east 
coast  of  this  Island,  being  every  way  land-lockt,  of  easy  access,  and 
great    extent,    with     a    fine   firm    sandy   bottom,    where   vessels    may 
ride    with    safety,    in    so    much    that    they    never   heard    of    accidents 
happening   to    any  ships  in   that  bay ;    and   as   this,  with   that  of  the 
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Edinburgh. 
14  November 

1777. 

Report  anent 
the  erecting 
a  harbour 
at  Cromarty. 


St  Andrews 
petn.  remitt 
to  a  com- 
mittee. 


Frith  of  Forth,  in  hard  gales  of  wind  from  the  east,  are  the  safest 
places  of  refuge  for  shiping  between  the  mouth  of  the  Thames 
and  the  Orkney  Isles,  and  as  vessells  from  the  north  coast  of  England 
are  frequently  driven  into  Cromerty  Bay,  from  whence  in  easy 
weather  they  can  always  get  out  which  ever  way  the  wind  blows, 
it  was  therefore  their  opinion  that  it  would  be  of  the  greatest  benefite 
to  trade  and  the  shipping  of  this  country  were  a  pier  and  harbour 
erected  at  Cromerty,  where  ships  driven  in  by  stress  of  weather 
might  be  laid  down  and  repaired,  which  must  render  the  erection 
thereof  a  proper  object  for  public  and  private  aid,  particularly  to 
the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  in  their  commercial  interests.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  annual  committee,  they  appoint  their  preses, 
so  soon  as  application  is  made  for  obtaining  the  public  aid  towards 
carrying  into  execution  an  object  of  such  national  importance,  to 
write  the  boroughs'  representatives  in  parliament,  requesting  their 
countenance  and  assistance  in  support  of  such  application. 

The  same  day  on  considering  the  33d  act  of  the  last  conven- 
tion, whereby  it  is  remitted  to  the  annual  committee  to  examine  in 
to  the  matters  sett  furth  in  the  representation  for  the  magistrates 
of  St  Andrews  and  to  give  such  directions  thereanent  as  shall  be 
thought  proper,  and  as  several  opinions  have  already  been  given  by 
former  lord  advocates  on  that  of  unfree  traders,  they  therefore 
remitt  to  the  members  for  Dumfries,  Inverury,  and  Campbelltown  to 
consider  of  these,  and  to  report  their  opinion  as  to  what  may  be 
proper  to  be  done  in  this  affair. 


13  December  1777. 

Sederunt.  John    Dalrymple,  Esqr.,   preses ;    Edinbr.,    Charles   Innes ;    Perth, 

William  Stewart ;  Dundee,  George  Maxwell ;  St  Andrews,  Stewart 
Grace ;  Glasgow,  Robert  Donald ;  Air,  John  Hunter ;  Haddingtown, 
James    Dudgeon ;    Inverness,    Charles    M'Intosh ;    Kinghorn,    Andrew 
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Hamilton;    Dumferinline,  John   Flockhart ;    Renfrew,    Peter    Paterson  ;   Edinburgh. 
Dunbar,   Robert   Fall;    Aberbrothock,   Alexr.   Hart;    Rothsay,  Duncan   }^cember 
M'Millan ;  Forres,  Ludovick  Grant ;  Sanquhar,  George  Clerk  Maxwell ;  Sederunt. 
Inverury,    James     Ferguson ;     Inverary,    James    Ferrier ;    Inverbervie, 
Robert  Jamison. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee,  in  consequence  of  public  Considera- 
notice,  having  this  day  met  with  the  Honble.  Mr  Alexander  Gordon,  corn  ^m 
the  Honble.  Mr  Charles  Hope  Wier,  Mr  Erskine  of  Marr,  Mr  Oliphant  delayed, 
of  Rossie,  Mr  Buchan  Hepburn,  and  Mr  Brown  of  Coalston,  in  behalf 
of  the  committee  appointed  by  a  meeting  of  landed  gentlemen,  in 
order  to  consider  of  the  now  proposed  bill  for  regulating  the 
importation  and  exportation  of  grain  in  Scotland,  and  the  former 
resolutions  of  the  convention  &  annual  committee  on  that  subject, 
as  well  as  the  minutes  &  resolutions  of  the  forsaid  last  mentioned 
committee  of  landed  gentlemen,  having  been  read,  the  member  for 
Dunbar  observed  that  he  apprehended  in  the  making  out  the 
minutes  of  that  committee  a  mistake  had  surely  happened  in 
regard  to  the  seventh  article  thereof,  which  imports  a  resolution 
to  oppose  the  warehousing,  not  only  of  oat  meal,  but  also  of 
other  grain,  whereas,  in  so  far  as  he  recollected  as  to  what  past 
at  the  above  meeting,  that  of  the  oat  meal  was  solely  meant 
or  intended  ;  which  having  been  admitted  on  all  hands  to 
be  the  case,  and  as  this  is  the  only  article  wherein  the  gentlemen 
of  the  landed  interest  seem  to  differ  from  the  resolutions  of  the 
royal  boroughs,  it  was  thereupon  agreed  to  confine  their  present 
conference  to  that  article  solely ;  accordingly,  the  forsaid  committees 
having  fully  conversed  on  this  subject,  and  as  a  general  meeting 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  landed  interest  is  to  be  held  here  on  Monday 
next,  the  annual  committee  do  therefore  adjourn  this  meeting 
till  Twesday  at  ten  o'clock,  so  as  they  may  have  an  opportunity 
to  know  the  opinion  of  that  general  meeting  on  the  subject  of 
what  past  in  the  course  of  the  above  conversation. 
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Edinburgh. 
10  December 

1777. 

Sederunt. 


Resolutions 
anent  the 
corn  bill. 


16  December  1777. 

John  Dalrymple,  Esqr.,  preses  ;  Edinburgh,  Charles  limes  & 
Francis  Brodie ;  Perth,  William  Stewart ;  Dundee,  George  Maxwell  ; 
St  Andrews,  Stewart  Grace ;  Glasgow,  Robert  Donald ;  Air,  John 
Hunter;  Haddingtoun,  James  Dudgeon;  Inverness,  Charles  M'Intosh ; 
Dumfermline,  John  Flockhart :  Renfrew,  Peter  Paterson  ;  Dunbar, 
Robert  Fall;  Aberbrothock,  Alexander  Hart;  Forres,  Ludovick  Grant ; 
Inverury,  James  Ferguson  ;  Inverary,  James  Ferrier ;  Wick,  Issac 
Grant;  Kirkwall,  Gilbert  Meason ;  Inverbervie,  Robert  Jamison; 
Campbelltoun,  Alexander  Murray. 

The  which  day,  in  consequence  of  the  adjournment  mentioned 
in  last  sederunt,  the  annual  committee  having  this  day  met,  and 
the  member  for  Inverury  having  informed  them  that  at  the  meet- 
ing yesterday  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  landed  interest,  appointed  by 
different  countys  of  Scotland  to  consider  of  the  now  proposed  bill 
for  regulating  the  importation  and  exportation  of  grain  in  this  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  they  had  come  to  the  same  resolutions  on 
that  head  with  those  mentioned  in  the  minutes  of  the  annual 
committee  of  the  fourteenth  of  November  last,  excepting  as  to  that 
respecting  the  warehousing  of  oat  meal,  which  they  resolved  should 
not  be  allowed  of,  and  had  subcommitted  this  matter  to  a  committee 
of  their  number ;  whereupon  the  annual  committee  having  judged 
it  proper  to  take  under  their  consideration  the  whole  of  this  affair, 
and  as  during  the  course  of  the  conferences  held  witli  the  gentlemen 
of  the  landed  intrest  on  this  subject  it  was  all  along  understood 
that  in  case  they  could  not  agree  in  all  points  no  concessions  made  on 
either  side  should  be  considered  as  binding,  the  member  for  Glasgow 
therefore  moved  that  as  with  a  view  to  accomodate  matters  some 
points  had  been  proposed  to  be  yielded  on  the  part  of  the  boroughs, 
the  annual  committee  would  therefore  now  determine — lmo.  Whither 
to  adhere  to  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the  convention,  that  liberty 
should    be   obtained   to   warehouse   &   re-export  oat  meal  in  the  same 
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manner  as  all  other  grain  is  allowed  by  the  present   law.     2dly.  That  Ei>inbuk<jh. 

,     ,         ,        .  ,  ,  .,  .  .  •    ,  16  December 

oats    be    allowed    to     be    imported     when    the    price    rises    to    sixteen    1777. 

shillings  p.  quarter  or  twelve  shillings  p.  boll,  as  unanimously  agreed  Resolutions 
to  by  last  convention  ;  in  regard  to  which  points,  the  question  being  corn  bill, 
put,  it  carried  by  a  great  majority  to  adhere  to  these  resolutions  of 
the  convention  ;  after  which  the  member  for  Glasgow  proposed  that. 
the  opening  and  shuting  of  the  ports  should  be  regulated  by  the 
prices  in  each  county  as  in  the  present  law,  or  that  Scotland  be 
divided  into  two  or  more  districts  as  may  be  thought  most  convenient, 
in  place  of  the  prices  in  the  county  &  city  of  Edinburgh  being  the 
rule  for  all  Scotland ;  on  which  the  question  having  been  likewise 
put,  it  was  by  the  majority  rejected  as  being  contrary  to  the  unanimous 
resolution  of  last  convention ;  and  thereupon  the  annual  committee, 
who  all  along  wished  to  have  this  matter  settled  with  the  landed 
intrest  on  the  most  amicable  footing,  so  as  an  equitable  and 
salutary  law  on  this  subject  might  be  obtained  for  the  general 
interest  and  advantage  of  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  do 
therefore  unanimously  resolve  and  hereby  direct  their  agent  to  cause 
print  and  transmitt  to  the  whole  royal  boroughs  a  copy  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  last  convention  and  annual  committee  on  this 
subject,  and  to  desire  they  would  write  their  respective  representatives 
in  parliament  to  oppose  any  bill  that  may  be  brought  in  contrary  to 
these  resolutions ;  and  further,  that  a  copy  thereof  be  likewise 
transmitted  to  the  boroughs'  agent  in  London,  with  special 
instructions  to  oppose  in  name  of  the  royal  boroughs  any  such  bill, 
and  that  he  give  the  earliest  notice  thereof  to  the  Lord  Provost  of 
Edinburgh,  as  preses  of  the  boroughs,  and  if  necessary  to  employ 
council  so  as  to  be  fully  heard  against  it. 


28  April  1778. 

John  Dalrymple,  Esqr.,  preses ;  Edinbr.,  Charles  Innes  &  Francis   Sederunt. 
Brodie ;     Dumfermline,     John     Flockhart ;     Aberbrothock,     Alexander 
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Edinburgh.     Hart ;    Kilrenny,    James  Stoddart ;    Sanquliar,  George  Clerk  Maxwell ; 
Sederunt — "  -^ew    Galloway,  John  Syme  ;    Inverury,  Mr  James  Ferguson ;    Inver- 
bervie, Robert  Jamison. 
Agent  to  pay  The     which     day     the     annual     committee    having    taken    into 

for  repairing  their  consideration  the  petition  presented  to  last  convention  in 
the  shippings  behalf  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  west  district  of  Fife 
ferry.  and   baillies    of    the    admirality  of    Dumfermline,  craving    the   further 

aid  of  the  convention  towards  carrying  into  execution  the  plan 
for  repairing  and  improving  the  shippings  or  landing  places  on  both 
sides  of  the  passage  of  Queensferry,  together  with  the  remitt  made 
by  the  convention  to  the  burghs  of  Queensferr}^,  Dumfermline, 
Inverkeithing,  Sanquhar,  &  Sir  John  Halket  of  Pitferrane,  barronet, 
or  any  two  of  them,  to  inspect  these  shippings  or  landing  places 
and  to  report  a  state  thereof  to  the  annual  committee,  and  the 
committee  having  also  heard  read  a  report  under  the  hands  of 
the  members  for  Dumfermline,  Sanquhar,  and  Sir  John  Halket, 
bearing  that  after  visiting  and  inspecting  the  forsaid  shippings 
and  landing  places  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  carrying  on 
the  plan  formerly  proposed  for  the  improvement  of  them  would 
tend  greatly  to  the  benefite  and  advantage  of  the  countiy,  and 
as  the  carrying  on  this  work,  as  well  as  the  puting  and  keep- 
ing in  repair  the  improvements  already  made,  will  cost  a 
very  large  sum,  if  the  royal  boroughs  would  give  one  hundred 
pounds  sterling  for  these  purposes  the  money  would  be  most 
beneficially  bestowed  on  so  usefull  a  work.  All  which  being  con- 
sidered by  the  annual  committee,  and  the  member  for  Sanquhar 
having  stated  to  them  the  particular  necessity  for  granting  a  speedy 
&  liberal  aid  as  being  not  only  necessary  for  carrying  on  these 
further  improvements,  but  in  some  measure  absolutely  requisite  in 
order  to  preserve  from  ruin  those  that  have  been  already  made, 
and  from  which  the  country  in  general  have  reaped  considerable 
advantage,  they  therefore,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  them 
by   the    twenty-second    act    of   last  convention,   do  hereby    authorize 
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and    appoint  the  agent  to   make   payment  to   Sir  John  Halket  of  the  Edinburgh. 

sum    of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  and  to  charge  the  same  on  this  ^(Tent  to    '  v 

year's    missive  ;     which    sum    they   appoint    to    he     laid    out    for     the  f100  stei\ 

.,  .»  ..  ci  *or  repairing 

purposes   ahovementioned   at   the   sight   of   the   commissioners    for   the  the  shipping's 

burghs    of    Queensferry,    Dumfermline,    Inverkeithing   Sanquhar,    and  ferJ^eenS 

Sir    John    Halket,   or    any  two  of   them,   and    they   to   report  a  state 

of  the  application  thereof  to  the  convention. 


8  May  1778. 

James  Dalrymple,  Esqr.,  preses ;  Edinburgh,  Charles  Innes  Sederunt. 
&  Francis  Brodie ;  Glasgow,  Robert  Donald  ;  Kinghorn,  Andrew 
Hamilton  ;  Aherbrothock,  Alexander  Hart ;  Rothsay,  John  Wordie ; 
Kilrenny,  James  Stoddart ;  Inverury,  Mr  James  Ferguson  ;  Inverary, 
James  Ferrier ;  Kirkwall,  Gilbert  Meason ;  Inverbervie,  Robert 
Jamison. 

The    which    day   the    preses    laid    before    the    annual    committee  The  con- 

..i  .  en  imi  i  j-  •  l-  lp  sideration  of 

printed    copies    ot    nve    bills    now    depending    in    parliament    tor    en-  bills  anent 

larging  the  privileges  of  the  Irish  trade,  vizt. — lmo.  A  bill  to  permit  fche ,Iri?n 

&     °  \  &  .  .  1  trade  de- 

the  exportation  of  certain  goods  therein  mentioned  directly  from  layed. 
Ireland  into  any  British  plantation  in  America,  or  any  British  settle- 
ment on  the  coast  of  Africa.  2do.  A  bill  to  permitt  the  importation 
of  certain  goods  from  the  British  plantations  in  America,  or  the 
British  settlements  on  the  coast  of  Afx-ica,  into  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
Stio.  A  bill  to  permit  the  exportation  of  glass  manufactured  in 
Ireland  from  thence  to  any  place  whatsoever  except  Great  Britain. 
Mo.  A  bill  to  permit  the  importation  of  cotton  yarn  the  manufacture 
of  Ireland  into  this  kingdom  duty  free ;  and  lastly,  a  bill  to  permit 
the  importation  of  sail  cloth  &  cordage  of  the  manufacture  of 
Ireland  into  this  kingdom  duty  free  ;  all  which  he  submitted  to 
the   consideration   of  the   committee    how    far  these   would   affect    or 
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Edinburgh,  prejudge  the  trade  of  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  And  the 
The  con-  '  forsaid  bills  having  been  seperately  read  in  presence  of  the  committee, 
sideration  of  they  adjourn  the  consideration  of  these  matters  till  Monday  next 
the  Irish  at  eleven   o'clock  forenoon,  in  order  that  the  members  may  have  full 

laved  ^me    *'°   deliberate   on   the  foresaid   bills,   so   as  to   point  out  in  what 

particulars    any    or  all   of    them    may   prove    prejudicial    to  the  trade 

and  manufactures  of  this  country. 

11   May   1778. 
[Sederunt.     Irish  bills  delayed.] 

14  May   1778. 
[Sederunt.     Irish  bills  delayed.] 


General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh. 
14  July  1778. 
Sederunt. 


14  July   1778. 

Edinbr.,  Charles  Innes  &  Alexr.  Hamilton,  comrs.,  John  Grieve 
&  Willm.  Jamison,  assrs.  ;  Perth,  William  Stewart,  comr.,  Thos. 
Marshall,  assr. ;  Dundee,  George  Maxwell,  comr.,  Archd.  Neilsen, 
assr. ;  Aberdeen,  James  Jopp,  comr.,  Alexr.  Carnegie,  assr. ;  Linlithgow, 
Robt.  Clerk,  comr.,  William  Napier,  assr. ;  St  Andrews,  Alexr.  Fraser, 
comr.,  Stewart  Grace,  assr.  ;  Glasgow,  Robt.  Donald,  comr.,  George 
Buchanan,  assr.  ;  Ayr,  David  Ferguson,  comr.,  John  Hunter,  assr.  ; 
Haddingtoun,  Robt.  Burton,  comr.,  John  Cunningham,  assr.  ;  Dysert, 
Alexr.  Thomson,  comr.,  Thos.  Spittal,  assr. ;  Kirkcaldie.  Thos.  Dugal, 
comr.,  Davd.  Robertson,  assr. ;  Montrose,  James  Low,  comr.,  Alexr. 
Chrystie,  assr. ;  Coupar,  Geo.  Tod,  comr.,  Jas.  Thomson,  assr.  ;  Anstr. 
Easter,    Jas.     Hogg,     comr.,    Jas.    Johnston,    assr. ;     Dumfries,     Andw. 


Convention  of  lioyal  Burghs.  575 

Crosbie,  coinr.,  Robt.  Maxwell,  assr.  ;  Inverness,  Phineas  M'Intosb,  Edinburgh. 
comr.,  Chas.  M'Intosh,  assr. ;  Bruntisland,  John  Hoy,  comr.,  Andw.  ge(iei.unt 
Robertson,  assr. ;  Inverkiething,  John  Cunningham,  comr.,  Robt. 
Walker,  assr.  ;  Kinghorn,  Andrew  Hamilton,  comr. ;  Brechin,  John 
Mollison,  comr. ;  Jedburgh,  Willm.  Elliot,  comr.,  James  Fail-,  assr.  ; 
Kirkcudbright,  Alexr.  Gordon,  comr.;  Pittenweem,  James  Nairn, 
comr.,  Gavin  Hogg,  assr.  ;  Dumfermline,  Adam  Holland,  comr.,  Jon. 
Flockhart,  assr.  ;  Anstr.  Wester,  James  Wilkie,  comr. ;  Selkirk,  John 
Broad,  comr.,  Geo.  Currie,  assr. ;  Dunbar,  Robert  Fall,  comr.,  David 
Loch,  assr. ;  Lanerk,  Christopher  Banantyne,  comr.  ;  Aberbrothock, 
John  Ouehterlony,  comr. ;  Peebles,  Willm.  Ker,  comr.,  James  Reid, 
assr.  ;  Crail,  George  Hall,  comr.,  Jon.  Dudingston,  assr. ;  Tain,  David 
Ross,  Esqr.,  comr.,  David  Ross,  assr. ;  Culross,  James  Johnston, 
comr.,  Jon.  Halkerston,  assr. ;  Banff',  Alexr.  Dirom,  comr. ;  Whithorn, 
John  M'Gowan,  comr.  ;  Forfar,  Willm.  Ker,  comr.,  John  Ure,  assr. ; 
Rutherglen,  Niel  M'Viccar,  comr.,  George  Whyte,  assr.  ;  North 
Berwick,  Willm.  Swinton,  comr.,  Archd.  Lauder,  assr. ;  Lauder, 
Andrew  Edmonston,  comr. ;  Kilrenny,  Alexr.  Reid,  comr.,  George 
Lowthean,  assr. ;  Annan,  John  Johnston,  comr.  ;  Lochmaben,  Robt. 
Adamson,  comr.,  Wm.  Lindsay,  assr.  ;  Queensferry,  Archd.  Stewart, 
comr.,  Jas.  Brown,  assr. ;  Inverury,  James  Ferguson,  Esqr.,  comr.  ; 
Inverary,  John  M'Neil,  comr.  ;  Kirkwall,  Gilbert  Meason,  comr.  ; 
Inverbervie,  Thomas  Chrystie,  comr. ;  Stranraer,  Davd.  Dalrymple, 
comr.,  Thos.  Nasmith,  assr.  ;  Campbell  town,  Alexr.  Murray,  Esqr., 
comr. ;  (seventeen  burrows  blank). 

1.  The     which      day      the     convention     unanimously     elect    John  Preses 
Dalrymple,  Esqr.,  lord    provost  of    the    city    of    Edinbr.,     to   be   their 
preses   during    the    sitting    of    the    convention,    who  accei)ted    of   the 
office  and  gave  his  oath  de  fidell,  he  being  formerly  qualified   to  his 
Majesty  King  George  the  Third  as  the  law  directs. 

[2.  2nd  article    of  the  missive  read.     3.  Committee  on   the   com- 
missions.    4.  Commissions  approven.      5.  Act,   1749,  read.] 
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Edinburgh. 
14  July  1778. 
Agent's 
accots  ,  &cc, 
presented 
&  remitted. 


Proceedings 
of  the  annual 
committee 
approven. 

Sundry 

petitions 

presented. 


6.  The  same  day  the  agent  presented  his  accots.  of  unfree 
trade  and  missive  dues,  with  a  list  of  arrears  of  missive  dues,  in  terms 
of  the  acts  of  convention.  The  convention  remitt  to  the  burghs  of 
Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  and  Montrose  to 
audite  and  examine  the  said  accompts,  and  to  meet  to-morrow  at 
ten  o'clock  and  to  report  to  the  next  diet  of  convention,  any  three 
of  whom  to  be  a  quorum. 

7.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  read  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  annual  committee  in  their  presence,  they  unanimously 
approve  of  the  same. 

8.  The  same  day  there  was  presented  to  the  convention  petitions 
from  the  burghs  of  Kirkcaldie,  Stranraer,  Campbelltown,  and  Aber- 
brothock,  praying  the  aid  of  the  convention  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned.  Which  being  read,  the  same  were  ordered  to  lye  on 
the   table  till    next  sederunt. 


Edinbr.,  15  July  1778. 

[9.  Report  on  the  agent's  accot.  of  unfree  trade  approven.  10. 
Report  on  the  agent's  accots.  of  missive  dues  approven.  Horning 
agt.  deficients.  10.*  Commissions  approven.  11.  Commissions 
sustained.  12.  Agent  to  pay  sallarys  &  gratuitys.  13.  Agent  to  pay 
John  &  Willm.  Forbes  £5  ster.  14.  Act,  1757,  read.  15.  Report 
from  the  trustees  &  receiver  genl.  presented.] 

Buro-hs  rated  16.  The    same   day   the    commissioner   from    Perth   observed   that 

for  reliefs  to     yie  conVention  was   burthened  with   above  £3000  Scots  for  the  relief 
snow  cause 

of    sundry  boroughs   for  the  year  ending  at  July  1778,  by  virtue  of 

several   acts    of    convention   of  different  dates,   and  that  the  situation 

of    several    of  these    boroughs    may    have    been    improved   since    the 

date  of  these  acts,  and   desired  that  an   accompt  stating  the  amount 

of    these    reliefs    might    be    produced.     Which    being   done    and    con- 

*  Apparently  a  clerical  error. 


for  continu 
ing  thereof 
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sidered     by    the     convention,     they     appoint     the     several     boroughs  Edinburgh. 

respectively    to    show    cause    to    the    next    convention    why    the    said   Burghs  rated 

reliefs    should    be     continued,    with    certification    that  if    they    neglect  for  reliefs  to 

•111  y<p  tic  .  show  cause 

to   do  so  they   will   be  cut   oft  from   the  said   relief,  and  appoint  the   forcontinu- 

agent  to  intimate  this  to  them  without  loss  of  time.  lng  thereo  ■ 

17.  The  same   day  the  convention  having  heard   read  the  report  Agent  to  pay 
of    the    commissioners    from     the    committee    of    boroughs    appointed  je(ibun?h 
by  the  convention   to   visit  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh,   bearing  that  the 
situation   of   the  burgh   was   so  far   from  being   improved    that  it  was 

rather  in  a  worse  condition,  notwithstanding  the  care  and  dilligence 
of  the  magistrates.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
appoint  their  agent  to  make  payment  to  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh 
of  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  sterling  for  this  year,  and  to  take 
credit  for  the  same  in  his  accompts  accordingly. 

18.  The   same    day    there    was    read    in    the    convention    a   letter  Remit  anent 
from  Mr  David  Loch  to  the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  and  a  memorial  herring" 
relative    to    the    renewall     of     the     bounty    for     the    encouragement  bountys. 

of  the  British  white  herring  fishery,  which  bounty  was  now 
near  expired.  And  the  convention  having  considered  the  same,  and 
that  the  time  the  bounty  was  granted  for  encouraging  of  the  linen 
manufactory  was  also  near  expiring,  they  therefore  appoint  the 
burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Montrose, 
Dunbar,  Brechin,  Forfar,  Aberbrothock,  and  Banff  to  meet  this  day, 
and  report  their  opinion  to  the  convention  to-morrow  relative  to  the 
bountys  for  encouraging  the  linnen  trade  and  white  herring  fishery 
and  the  part  the  convention  should  take  in  that  matter. 

19.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  taken  under  considera-  Agent  to  pay 
tion    the    petition    from    the    burgh    of    Aberbrothock,    setting    f urth   Abcr  _  er' 
the    great    debt    of    that    borough     owing    chiefly    to    rebuilding  and  brothock. 
repairing  their    harbour,  which  is   of  general   utility    to  Scotland,  and 

that    by    prudent    management    and    donations    from    friends    £1100 
2k 


578 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


brothock. 


Petition  for 
Kirkcaldie 
remit  to  a 
committee. 


Edinburgh,  sterling  was  paid,  but  still  their  situation  was  such  as  required  the 
Agent  to  pay  a^  °^  ^he  convention.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention, 
£100  ster.  to  they  authorize  their  agent  to  make  payment  to  the  burgh  of  Aber- 
brothock  for  this  year  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling, 
and   to  charge  the  same  on  the   next  annual  missive. 

20.  The  same  day  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
petition  from  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  with  the  state  of  their  funds, 
representing  that  their  necessary  expenditure  exceeded  their  yearly 
revenue  in  upwards  of  twelve  pounds  sterling,  and  that  without  the 
aid  of  the  convention  they  could  not  repair  their  harbour  which 
suffer 'd  greatly  by  a  storm  last  winter,  with  a  report  from  William 
Chrystie,  architect,  that  the  expence  of  repairing  that  part  of  the 
harbour  and  strengthning  the  other  parts  of  the  fabric  would  cost 
about  £300  ster.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  they 
remitt  to  tlve  burghs  of  Kinghorn,  Bruntisland,  Dysert,  Glasgow,  Dunbar, 
&  St  Andrews  to  visit  the  said  harbour  and  report  to  the  next 
convention,  which  report  must  be  signed  by  at  least  four  of  these 
burghs. 

21.  The  same  day  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
petition  from  the  burgh  of  Stranraer,  setting  furth  the  great  distress 
they  are  in  from  the  want  of  a  harbour  &  quay,  not  only  for  the 
preservation  of  their  shipping  through  the  winter,  but  also  for 
the  conveniency  and  promotion  of  their  trade,  and  that  such  harbour 
would  also  be  of  great  utility  to  the  public  as  the  same  would 
ly  near  to  the  mouth  of  the  Clyde  ;  that  the  estimate  of  making 
the  proposed  quay  or  harbour  amounted  to  £1549,  8s.,  which 
it  was  impossible  for  the  burgh  to  undertake  without  the  aid 
of  subscriptions  and  contributions,  as  by  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  by  last  convention  it  appeared  their  whole 
annual  funds  exceeded  their  necessary  expence  in  no  more  than 
£4,  6s.  6d.,  which  ballance  was  the  only  fund  for  keeping  their 
church  and  court  house  in  repair  with  other  necessary  expences,  and 


Aid  to 

Stranraer 

delayed. 
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therefore  praying  the  aid  of  the  convention  to  enable  them  to  execute  Edinburgh. 

i          wi  •  i      i    •                   •  i        i    i       .i                     4-          15  July  1778. 
so   necessary   a   work.       Which    being    considered  by  the   convention,  Aid  t0 

they  are  of  opinion   that  unless  the  burgh  can  show  by  subscriptions  Stranraer 

or    other    ways    that    they    have    secured    two    thirds    of    the    above 

estimate,    the    convention     should     come    to    no    resolution    as  to    the 

granting  any  aid  for  the  above  pur-pose. 

22.  The    same    day    having     resumed    the    consideration    of    the  Petn.  for 
petition    for    the    magistrates    of     Campbelltown    for    repairing    two   town  refused, 
piers,    which    by    voluntary     subscriptions    and    contributions     of    the 
inhabitants  have  been  cai'ried  a  certain  length,  and  cannot  be  finished 

out  of  their  own  funds,  which  are  greatly  in  debt,  and  therefore 
praying  the  assistance  of  the  honble.  convention.  Which  being 
considered,  the  convention  are  of  opinion  that  however  usefull  these 
piers  may  be  to  the  burgh  of  Campbelltown,  the  boroughs  are  very 
little  interested,  and  therefore  refuse  the  desire  of  the  petition. 

23.  The  same  day  the  annual  missive  being  read  article  by  article,  Missive  with 

iiii  -i  if-i     alterations 

the  convention  approve  or  the  several  heads  and  articles  thereof,  with  approven. 

this  express   provision,   that   in   time   coming  every  commissioner   and 

assessor  previous  to  sitting  or  voting  in  the  convention  shall  subscribe 

upon    his    commission    a    declaration    signifying    that    he    is    a   burges 

and  actual  trader  in   the    burgh,   or  proprietor   of  lands   or   houses   to 

the    value  of   3000    merks    lying  within    the    royalty  of   that    burgh, 

or    has  a    superiority   within   the    burgh  to   that   value,   and    that   his 

right    and    title  is  noways   nominal   and   fictitious    and   stands    in    the 

stent    roll    of    the    borough    accordingly,    and    that    he    is    willing    to 

make  oath   to  the  truth  of  this   declaration,    if    required,    and    every 

commission    without  such   declaration   bearing   one   or    other   of    these 

alternatives  shall  for  the   future    be    rejected   by  the  convention,   and 

appoint  this   to   be   inserted   as   a   part    of    the   platform    in    the    first 

article  of  the  annual   missive :  and   continue  the  tax  roll  for  another  Tax  roll 

continued. 

year — to  witt,  to  July  1779. 
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Edinburgh. 
15  July  1778. 
Petri,  for 
New 

Galloway 
refused. 


24.  The  same  day  having  heard  read  a  petition  from  the  provost, 
baillies,  &  town  council  of  the  burgh  of  New  Galloway,  representing 
that  the  same  lying  in  a  remote  part  of  Galloway,  and  being  thinly 
inhabited,  whereby  there  is  a  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  proper 
persons  for  filling  up  the  several  offices,  and  therefore  craving  that 
the  set  of  the  burgh  may  be  altered  so  that  they  may  be  at  liberty 
to  chuse  non-residing  burgeses  into  the  magistracy  &  council.  Which 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  they  did  and  hereby  do  by  a 
vote  unanimously  refuse  the  desire  of  the  said  petition. 


Edinbr.,  16  July  1778. 


Mr  Chalmers' 
expence  as 
to  the  culm 
duty 
rejected. 


[25.  Commissions  sustained.] 

26.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  read  a  letter 
from  George  Chalmers  relative  to  the  duty  on  culm,  the  trouble  and 
expence  he  had  been  at  in  London  managing  that  affair,  and  bearing 
that  tho'  he  had  no  claim  for  any  part  of  the  expence  from  the 
convention,  yet  from  their  generosity  suggested  that  the  convention 
if  they  judged  proper  might  allow  him  one  hundred  guineas  towards 
his  expence.  Which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  and  it 
appearing  from  the  Records  and  Mr  Chalmers's  former  letter  to  the 
agent  that  the  royal  boroughs  were  not  to  be  put  to  any  expence 
whatever  through  their  having  granted  to  him  a  commission  to 
sollicit  that  matter,  they  therefore  again  recommend  it  to  their  preses 
to  acquaint  Mr  Chalmers  that  the  royal  boroughs  will  in  no  shape 
defray  any  part  of  the  expence  he  may  incurr  in  the  management  of 
that  affair,  and  that  he  is  to  take  no  part  in  any  other  affair  in 
name  of  the  boroughs. 

27.  The  same  day  the  convention  having  heard  a  representation  from 
the  burghs  of  Glasgow,  Perth,  Dundee,  and  Forfar,  setting  furth  that 
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the  middling  and  low  priced  kinds  of  linen  throughout  the  kingdom,  Edinburgh. 
of  the  value  of  from  eight  pence  to  two  shillings  p.  yard,  are  generally  committee — 
of  a  mean  quality  and  of  such  unequal  lengths,  breadths,  and  collour  to  correspond 
as  to  be  generally  unsortable,  and  consequently  unfit  for  sale  in  trustees 
quantitys,  whither  for  the  home  sale  or  for  a  foreign  mercate,  to  the  aPPoin  e 
great  loss  of  this  kingdom,  the  proof  of  which  appeared  from  the 
custom  house  books  of  Greenock  &  Port  Glasgow  alone,  whereby  for 
years  past  the  merchant  exporters  there  had  been  obliged  to  supply 
themselves  with  Irish  and  German  linens  to  the  amount  of  from  one 
hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  &  fifty  thousand  pounds  ster. 
value  yearly,  which  with  proper  attention  might  be  supplyed  from 
amongst  ourselves,  especially  seeing  the  board  of  trustees  for  the 
manufactures  are  with  such  vigour  and  propriety  promoting  the 
culture  of  flax  through  the  kingdom  in  general,  and  for  which 
species  of  linen  the  quality  of  our  home  grown  flax  is  well  adapted  ; 
that  the  said  burghs  apprehend  that  the  honble.  board  of  trustees 
appointing  some  fit  person  of  skill  &  knowledge  in  the  manufacture 
to  superintend  the  stamp  masters  and  weavers,  with  powers  to  correct 
all  abuses  as  was  formerly  practised  by  Mr  Nielson,  would  greatly 
contribute  to  the  benefite  of  the  trade,  and  therefore  proposed  that 
the  commissioners  from  the  burghs  of  Perth,  Dundee,  Montrose,  & 
Coupar  should  be  appointed  as  a  permanent  committee  of  the  state 
of  boroughs  for  corresponding  with  &  offering  their  opinions  to  the 
honble.  board  of  trustees  for  accomplishing  the  desired  improvement 
of  middling  and  low  priced  linens,  and  puting  these  on  an  equality 
with  the  foreign,  and  that  it  would  be  a  public  advantage  should 
the  board  be  pleased  to  order  the  linen  inspector  to  report  annually 
to  the  convention  the  success  in  accomplishing  or  the  stops  that 
may  happen  to  prevent  the  obtaining  this  so  much  to  be  wished  for 
improvement  of  our  middling  and  low  priced  linens.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  what  is  above  re- 
presented, and  appoint  the  commissioners  for  the  burghs  of  Perth, 
Dundee,    Montrose,    Coupar,    Aberdeen,    Banff,    Durafermline,    Brechin, 


approven. 


582  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 

Edinburgh,     and   Forfar  as   a  permanent  committee  of    the   state  of    boroughs  for 
^ — - — '-  corresponding   with  the   honble.    board    of   trustees,  and   to    use  their 

best   endeavours    for   procuring    the    several    purposes    mentioned  in 

the  said  representation. 

Report  anent  28.  The  same  day  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  as  to  the 

herring"  *"     renewall   of  the  bountys  for  the  encouragement  of  the  white  herring 
bounty  fishery  and  on    the    exportation    of    coarse    linen,   reported  that  these 

bountys  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  parliament,  and 
therefore  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  of  the  highest  importance  to 
this  kingdom  these  bountys  should  be  renewed ;  that  the  convention 
should  apply  to  parliament  next  session  for  that  purpose,  and 
that  there  should  be  a  remitt  to  the  annual  committee  in  the 
same  terms  as  in  the  thirty-fourth  act  of  last  convention,  with  this 
addition,  that  a  special  committee  of  such  burghs  as  are  most  interested 
in  these  two  branches  of  trade  be  appointed  to  give  particular 
attention  to  these  applications,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Lord  Provost,  as  preses  of  the  convention,  to  write  to  all  the  members 
of  parliament  for  Scotland  on  the  subject,  and  that  all  letters  be  in  the 
name  of  the  general  convention  of  royal  boroughs.  Which  being 
considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve  of  the  said  report,  and 
of  new  remitt  to  the  annual  committee  with  conventional  powers 
to  make  the  proposed  application  to  parliament  for  a  renewall  of 
the  said  bountys,  and  appoint  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Montrose,  Dunbar,  Brechin,  Forfar,  Aberbrothock, 
Campbelltoun,  Ayr,  and  Kirkwall  as  a  special  committee  to  give 
particular  attention  to  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  said  report ; 
and  further,  recommend  it  to  them  to  obtain  information  as  to  what 
sums  the  bush  fishers  are  willing  to  contribute  towards  procuring  an 
act  of  parliament  to  the  above  purposes ;  and  recommended  to  their 
annual  committee,  in  any  application  to  be  made  to  the  legislature, 
to  procure  a  clause  to  have  the  encouragement  for  the  red  herring 
fishery  in  Scotland  to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  with  that  of  England. 
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29.  The  same    day    the    convention  remitt  to  the    burghs   named  Edinburgh. 
by    the  last   convention  to    consider  of  the  staple  contract,  to    whom   n  mmitteeon 
they  add  the  burghs  of  Kirkwall   &    Campbelltown,    and    recommend  the  staple 
to   them    to   desire   the    lord    advocate    to    meet    with    them    on    that 
business,  and  to  report  to  the  next  convention. 

[30.  Annual  committee  appointed.] 

31.  The  same  day  the   convention   dissolve  this   present  conven-  Convention 
tion,    and  appoint  the    next  general    convention  to  meet  and   be   held 
at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  second  Tvvesday  of  July  seventeen 
hundred    and   seventy-nine   years,   and   appoint   their    clerks   to   direct 
missives  accordingly.     [Follows  signatures.] 


Meetings  of  Annual  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh. 

17  July  1778. 

J  Edinburgh. 

17  July  1778. 
Edinbr.,  Charles   Innes  &   John  Grieve  ;   Perth,  William  Stewart ;  Sederunt. 

Dundee,    George    Maxwell;    Air,    David    Ferguson;    Montrose,    Alexr. 

Chrystie ;    Kinghorn,  Andrew    Hamilton ;    Pittenweem,  Gavin    Hogg ; 

Dunbar,  David  Loch  ;  Banff,  Alexander  Dirome. 

The  which  day  the  annual  committee,  agreeable  to  appointment,  Committee  to 
having  this  day  met,  they  unanimously  elect  John  Dalrymple,  Esqr.,  memorials  on 
lord    provost  of   Edinbr.,   to   be   their  preses ;    and   havino-  taken   into  fne  llnen  and 

1  L  °  herring 

their  consideration  the  several  remitts  made  to  them  by  last  convention,  bountys. 
more  particularly  that  contained  in  the  28th  act,  vesting  them  with 
conventional  powers  to  apply  to  parliament  for  a  renewall  of  the  linen 
&  herring  bountys,  the  annual  committee,  in  order  that  matters  may 
be  prepared  for  these  intended  applications,  do  recommend  to  the 
burghs  of  Perth,  Dundee,  Glasgow,  Montrose,  Brechin,  Forfar,  Banff, 
and    Aberbrothock   to    make    out    without    delay    a   memorial    on    the 
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Edinburgh,     state    of    the    linen  bounty,  and    also  recommend    to    the    burghs    of 
17  Julv  1778 

Glasgow,     Air,    Dunbar,    Kirkwall,     and     Campbelltown     to    prepare 

another  in  respect  to  the  herring  fishery. 


Sederunt. 


Memorial  on 
the  linen 
bounty 
presented. 


21  October  1778. 

Edinbr.,  Charles  Innes  &  Alexr.  Hamilton ;  Perth,  William 
Stewart ;  Dundee,  Archibald  Nielson ;  Glasgow,  Robert  Donald ; 
Montrose,  Alexander  Chrystie  ;  Kinghorn,  Andrew  Hamilton  ;  Dunbar, 
Robert  Fall ;  Aberbrothock,  John  Auchterlony ;  Forfar,  John  Ure. 

The  which  day,  in  consequence  of  due  notice,  the  annual  com- 
mittee having  this  day  met,  they  unanimously  elect  the  Right  Honble. 
Walter  Hamilton,  Esqr.,  present  lord  provost  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh, 
to  be  their  preses,  who  being  present  accepted  of  the  said  office. 

The  same  day  the  annual  committee  having  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  remitt  made  to  them  by  the  twenty-first  act 
of  last  convention  relative  to  the  renewal  of  the  linen  and  herring 
bountys,  there  was  presented  and  read  the  draught  of  a  memorial  to 
the  lords  commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  treasury  on  the  subject  of 
that  of  the  linen,  as  prepared  and  approven  of  by  the  particular 
burghs  mentioned  in  last  sederunt ;  at  the  same  time,  Provost  Donald, 
the  member  for  Glasgow,  &  William  French,  Esqr.,  present  provost 
of  that  city,  acquainted  the  committee  of  their  having  had  an 
opportunity  of  laying  this  matter  before  Lord  Frederick  Campbell, 
who  they  found  warmly  inclined  to  support  the  boroughs'  applications, 
which  he  thought  should  be  conceived  in  as  short  and  general  terms 
as  possible,  but  as  the  parliament  was  to  meet  so  late  this  year, 
his  lordship  was  of  opinion  that  it  might  be  attended  with  some 
disadvantages  if  this  business  was  to  be  moved  in  the  House  of 
Commons  before  the  Christmas  holy  days.  All  which  being  con- 
sidered bjr  the  annual  committee,  and,  after  fully  reasoning  thereon, 
being    of    opinion    that    it    will    be    of    particular    advantage    if    the 
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sentiments    of    the     ministry    in     regard     to    the    renewall     of    these   Edinburgh. 
bounty s    be     known     as     earlie     as    possible    after    the    meeting    of    177s, 


parliament,   so    as    matters   may    be  fully    prepared   for   moving    it  in   Memorial  on 

the  House  immediately  after   the  Christmas  recess,  and  being  further   bounty 

informed    that    Provost   John   Dalrymple,    their    late    preses,    is    now    Presented 

and   for  some  time   intends  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  London,  therefore 

they    unanimously    commission    and     impower    him    in    name    of    the 

convention   to   use   his  best   endeavours   in   promoting    this    important 

affair ;    and    they  approve    of   the   before    mentioned   draught   of    the 

memorial   to  the  treasury  on  that  of  the  linen  bounty,  but  in  respect 

the   one  produced  relative    to   that   of  the    herring    may    be    greatly 

shortned  &  made  more  concise,  they  remitt  to  the  member  for  Glasgow, 

in    concert    with    Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  to  prepare  and  transinitt 

without    delay    a    proper   memorial  on   that  subject,  both  which   they 

authorize   the   preses  to  sign   and   transinitt   to  the   borough  agent  in 

London,    with    instructions   that    in    concert   with    Provost   Dalrymple,   Agent  at 

appointed  to  co-operate  with  him,  and  the  members  of  parliament  for  concert 'wt. 

Scotland,  the  same  may    be    laid   before  the  lords  of  the  treasury,   at  Provost 

17  J  Dalrymple,  to 

the  sitting  down  of  parliament,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  judged  present  it  to 
proper  at  a  meeting  of  the  said  members;  and  they  appoint  the  preses 
to  write  Provost  Dalrymple,  not  only  to  take  such  steps  as  shall  be 
judged  proper  &  necessary  for  securing  the  concurrence  of  those 
interested  in  the  linen  trade  of  England  &  Ireland  to  the  forsaid 
application,  but  also  to  consult  and  advise  with  the  members  of 
parliament  in  the  conducting  thereof ;  that  the  preses  do  likewise 
write  the  linen  board  of  Ireland  to  the  same  purpose,  and  to  desire 
they  would  defray  one  half  of  the  parliamentary  expence  of  prosecuting 
the  forsaid  application  as  being  jointly  interested  therein  ;  and  further, 
that  he  write  to  all  the  representatives  from  this  country,  as  well 
as  to  Mr  Drummond  of  Meggins  and  other  Scots  gentlemen  in  parlia- 
ment, requesting  their  countenance  and  aid  in  support  of  these 
applications,  and  transmit  to  each  of  them  copies  thereof  as  soon 
as  possible. 
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Edinburgh.  Follows  the  copy  of  the  memorial  approven  of  by  the  preceeding 

1778.  minute. 

To  the  Right  Honble.  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's 
Treasury,  the  Memorial  of  the  Royal  Boroughs  of  Scotland. 

Humbly  sheweth, — 

That  the  linen  manufacture  is  an  object  of  the  greatest  con- 
sequence to  this  country,  and  has  gradually  risen  from  small 
beginings  to  a  very  great  extent. 

That  in  the  year  1741  the  legislature,  in  order  to  put  this 
manufacture  on  an  equal  foot  with  linens  from  foreign  countrys, 
when  exported  from  Britain,  did  allow  a  bounty  on  all  British  & 
Irish  linens  exported  under  a  certain  price,  which  bounty  is  nearly 
equal  to  the  draw-back  of  dutys  allowed  on  foreign  linens  exported. 

This  bounty  commenced  in  the  year  1743,  and  was  allowed  to 
expire  at  Appril  1754,  tho'  the  draw-back  of  dutys  on  foreign 
linens  exported  was  continued ;  but  the  distress  thereby  brought 
on  our  linen  manufacture  was  so  great,  that  it  was  computed  in 
Scotland  alone  8000  looms  and  56,000  manufacturers  were  thrown 
idle,  and  the  quantity  of  British  linens  exported  decreased  in  one 
year  from  1,382,796  yards  to  41,367  yards,  and  of  Irish  linens 
exported  from  843,973  to  51,040  yards. 

After  various  applications,  parliament  found  it  necessary  to 
renew  this  bounty  for  15  years  from  June  1756,  and  in  the  year 
1770  it  was  continued  for  seven  years  more,  and  extended  to  checks 
and  linens  above  yard  wide. 

The  good  effects  of  the  bounty  have  been  very  remarkable  in 
Scotland.  On  an  average  of  ten  years,  from  1733  to  1743,  the 
value  of  linens  stamped  for  sale  was  only  £187,963,  whereas  from 
1767  to  1777  it  amounted  to  no  less  that  £600,193  annually. 

This  bounty  expires  at  the  end  of  the  ensuing  session  of 
parliament,  and  as  the  manufacture  of  Scotland  principally  consists 
of   coarse    linens    for   exportation,    and    has   encreased   this    last   year 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  587 

to   £710,633    in    value,   almost   double    of    what    it    was    at    the  ex-   Edinburgh. 
piration    of    the    bounty     in     1754,    the    distress    &    ruin    that    must   1778. 
fall   on  this  country    if   it   is   again   allowed    to   expire   need   not   be 
further  insisted  on. 

Your  memoralists  therefore  humbly  hope  that 
an  object  of  so  great  importance  to  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  will  meet  with  the 
attention  it  deserves,  and  that  measures  will 
be  taken  to  renew  the  present  act  amongst 
the  expiring  laws  in  the  ensuing  session  of 
parliament. 

Edinr.,  21st  Oct.  1778.  (Signed)     Walter  Hamilton,  preses. 

Signed  in  name  &  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  convention  of 
royal  boroughs. 

Follows  copy  of  the  letter  wrote  by  the  preses  to  Brochill  Newburgh, 
Esqr.,  Secretary  to  the  Linen  Board  of  Ireland,  Castle  of 
Dublin. 

Edinbr.,  23rd  October  1778. 

Sir, — The  convention  of  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland,  at  their 
last  general  meeting  held  in  this  place,  had  under  their  serious 
consideration  the  present  state  of  the  linen  trade,  already  greatly 
on  the  decline,  and  which  must  be  exposed  to  still  greater  difficultys 
if  the  bounty  given  by  government  on  exportation  of  British  &  Irish 
linens  be  discontinued  from  the  end  of  the  ensuing  session  of  parlia- 
ment, the  period  rixed  for  its  termination  according  to  the  present  law. 

Such  being  the  alarming  situation  of  this  important  branch  of 
manufacture,  the  great  staple  of  both  kingdoms,  on  the  prosperity 
of  which  many  thousands  of  industrious  subjects  depend  for  support, 
it  was  therefore   the  unanimous  resolution  of  the  convention  to  apply 
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Edinburgh.     ag  earlie  as  possible  to  parliament  for  a  renewal  of  the  present  bountys, 
1778.  and    in    concurrence    with    the    linen    board    of   Ireland  to  take  every 

step  that  may   appear  proper  for  securing  success  to  the  application, 
of  which  they  have  directed  me  as  their  preses  to  advise  you. 

The  importance  of  the  linen  manufacture  to  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  as  well  as  to  this  country,  leaves  me  no  room  to  doubt  of 
the  ready  concurrence  of  your  linen  board  in  every  measure  intended 
to  promote  its  real  interest,  and  if  the  resolutions  of  the  boroughs 
shall  appear  to  them  in  this  light,  they  hope  for  their  aid  and 
assistance  to  carry  the  same  into  execution,  and  that  they  will 
follow  like  measures  with  them,  or  such  other  as  they  may  judge 
more  proper  for  attaining  this  end  ;  and  as  what  is  proposed  is  for 
the  common  and  mutual  benefite  of  both  kingdoms,  that  they  will 
also  agree  that  the  necessary  parliamentary  expence  should  be  made 
at  their  common  and  mutual  charge.  I  beg  the  favour  you  will  lay 
this  letter  before  your  linen  board  at  the  first  meeting  can  be  pro- 
cured after  this  shall  reach  you,  and  I  shall  expect  your  answer  as 
soon  as  you  conveniently  can,  that  full  time  may  be  left  to 
concert  all  necessary  measures  previous  to  the  intended  application. — 
I  am,  &ce. 

Copy  letter  to  George  Ross,  Esqr.,  London. 

Edinbr.,  19th  Novemr.  1778. 

Sir, — The  general  convention  of  royal  boroughs,  after  mature 
deliberation,  being  much  alarmed  at  the  present  critical  situation 
of  the  linen  manufaetui-e,  the  great  staple  of  this  country,  and 
foreseeing  the  still  greater  difficultys  it  must  labour  under  if  the 
bounty  on  British  &  Irish  linens  exported  shall  be  allowed  to 
cease,  they  did  therefore  unanimously  resolve  to  apply  to  parlia- 
ment to  have  the  same  prolonged ;  and  as  they  apprehend  it  will  be 
attended  with  particular  advantage  if  the  sentiments  of  the  ministry 
on  that  head   be  known   as  earlie   as    possible  after   the    meeting  of 
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parliament,  in  order  thereto,  I  here  inclose  by  their  direction  a  Edinburgh. 
memorial  to  be  laid  before  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  in  177s. 
such  manner  as  at  a  meeting  of  the  representatives  from  this  country 
and  other  Scots  noblemen  and  gentlemen  in  parliament,  who  are 
advised  thereof,  shall  judge  best  for  securing  the  consent  of  the 
ministry  to  this  bounty's  being  prolonged  amongst  others  of  the 
expiring  laws. 

In  concert,  then,  with  Provost  Dahymple,  their  late  preses,  now  in 
the  vicinity  of  London,  and  who  they  have  commissioned  and  im- 
powered  to  co-operate  with  you  in  this  important  affair,  you  will 
endeavour,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  sitting  down  of  parliament,  to 
get  a  meeting  of  the  members  above  mentioned,  and  consult  &  advise 
with  them  in  the  conducting  this  application,  when  probably,  as  on 
former  occasions,  they  may  find  it  expedient  to  name  some  of  their  own 
number  to  waite  upon  Lord  North,  in  order  to  know  his  sentiments 
and  sollicit  the  concurrence  of  his  lordship  &  the  other  lords  of 
treasury  in  a  measure  of  such  vast  importance  to  the  kingdom  in 
general. 

As  the  linen  board  of  Ireland  has  been  also  wrote  to  on  this 
subject,  it  is  expected  they  will  concurr  in  the  application,  in  which 
case,  as  it  is  for  the  joint  interest  of  both  kingdoms,  you  will  take 
care  to  get  them  to  defray  one  half  of  the  parliamentary  expence 
of  prosecuting  this  application,  and  that  you  will  likewise  take  such 
steps  as  may  be  judged  necessary  for  securing  the  concurrence  of 
those  interested  in  the  linen  trade  of  Encfland  to  this  national 
measure. — With  all  due  respect,  I  am,  &ce. 


6 


Copy  of  the  letter  wrote  to  the  Peers  and  Members  of  Parliament. 

The  general  convention  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  being 
alarmed  at  the  critical  situation  of  the  linen  manufacture,  the  great 
staple  of  this  country,  and  foreseeing  the  still  greater  difficultys  it 
must  labour  under  if  the  bounty  on  British  and  Irish  linens  exported 
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Edinburgh,     shall    be   allowed   to  cease,   have  resolved    to  apply  to  parliament  to 
21  October  .  . ,  ,      ,  '      ,       ,  „        ,,,.„,  .  ,      , 

1778.  prolong  the  same,  and  also  the   bounty  tor  the  herring    fishing,    both 

of  which  expire  at  the  end  of  next  session  of  parliament. 

In  pursuance  of  these  resolutions,  and  by  direction  of  the  con- 
vention, I,  as  their  preses.  transmit  you  the  inclosed  memorial,  and 
acquaint  you  that  they  have  directed  their  agent  at  London  to 
endeavour,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  sitting  down  of  parliament, 
to  get  a  meeting  of  the  Scotch  membei's  and  the  other  noblemen  & 
gentlemen  of  this  country  who  sitt  in  parliament,  and  by  their  advice 
&  direction  proceed  in  the  matter ;  and  it  was  suggested  that  the 
members  would  probably  (as  has  been  done  on  former  occasions) 
find  it  expedient  to  name  some  of  their  own  number  as  a  committee 
to  waite  upon  Lord  North,  in  order  to  know  his  sentiments  &  sollicit 
the  concurrence  of  his  lordship  and  the  other  lords  of  treasury ;  and  as 
Provost  Dalrymple,  late  preses  of  the  convention,  is  in  the  nighbour- 
hood  of  London,  we  have  recommended  to  him  to  assist  the  agent 
in  these  important  matters. 

At  the  same  time  I  am  to  entreat  your  countenance  and  aid 
in  support  of  the  intended  applications,  or  any  bill  that  may  be 
brought  into  parliament  for  continuing  the  bountys. — I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

Edinr.,  19th  Novr.  1778. 


22  December  1778. 

Sederunt.  Walter    Hamilton,   Esqr.,   preses ;   Edinbr.,  John   Grieve ;   Dundee, 

Archibald  Nielson ;  Glasgow,  Robert  Donald ;  Dumfries,  Andrew 
Crosbie ;  Kinghorn,  Andrew  Hamilton ;  Inverness,  Charles  M'Intosh  ; 
Selkirk,  George  Currie ;  Dunbar,  David  Loch ;  Whithorn,  John 
M'Gowan. 

The    which    day,    conform    to    a    circular    letter    wrote   to    the 
members,  the  annual  committee  being  met,  the  preses  informed  them 


commissi*, 
to  London. 
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that  how  soon  the  member  for  Glasgow  did  advise  of  his  having  had   Edinburgh. 

22  December 
an  opportunity  to  consult  Lord  Frederick  Campbell  as  to  the  making   1773. 

out   the  draught  of    a   proper    memorial    to    the    treasury    for    having   Keport  anent 

,  ,  I  the  linen 

the     herring    bounty    prolonged,    and     that    his     lordship,     who    was  bounty,  &, 

well  acquainted  with  the  mode  of  conducting  such  business,  had  nec<e""arv 
undertaken  the  sole  management  of  that  application,  and  doubted  the  preeses  to 
not  but  it  would  be  attended  with  success,  without  further  trouble  or 
expence  to  the  boroughs,  he,  the  preses,  agreeable  to  the  committee's 
directions,  did  immediately  transmitt  to  Mr  Ross,  the  boroughs'  agent 
in  London,  the  memorial  respecting  the  linen  bounty,  with  particular 
instructions  to  have  it  laid  before  the  treasury  in  manner  prescribed 
by  the  minute  of  last  sederunt ;  at  the  same  time  he  wrote  to  the 
peers  and  representatives  from  this  country,  as  well  as  to  all  the  other 
Scots  gentlemen  in  parliament,  inclosing  to  each  of  them  a  copy  of  the 
said  memorial,  and  requesting  their  countenance  &  aid  in  support  of 
these  intended  applications,  in  return  whereto  he  laid  before  the  com- 
mittee the  answers  he  had  received  from  Lord  Frederick  Campbell 
and  several  others  of  the  representatives  assuring  of  their  warmest 
support  in  this  affair ;  that  having  been  informed  by  Provost 
Dalrymple,  appointed  by  the  minute  of  last  sederunt  to  co-operate 
with  the  borough  agent  in  the  above  matter,  but  who  had  now 
returned  back  to  this  place  on  account  of  his  health,  and  did  not 
propose  to  be  in  London  again  soon,  that  as  the  members  of  parliament 
on  whom  the  committee  had  particularly  relyed  for  taking  an  active 
part  in  these  applications  were  not  to  be  in  London  till  after  the 
Christmas  hollydays,  it  was  not  judged  proper  to  move  in  them  till 
that  time,  for  which  reasons  he,  the  preses,  had  thought  it  proper 
to  call  this  meeting  of  the  annual  committee  so  as  to  delibei'ate  on 
what  may  appear  further  necessary  to  be  done  in  this  important 
affair.  All  which  being  considered  by  the  annual  committee,  and  as 
through  the  return  of  Provost  Dalrymple  to  this  place  there  is  now 
no  room  to  hope  for  his  expected  assistance  in  this  matter,  they 
therefore  appoint  the   preses   to    send    particular    instructions    to    the 
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Edinburgh. 
22  December 

1778. 

Report  anent 
the  linen 
bounty,  &, 
if  found 
necessary, 
the  preeses  to 
send  up  a 
commissi*, 
to  London. 


borough  agent  in  London,  directing  him  to  give  the  greatest  attention 
to  this  important  business,  and  that  he  do  likewise  consult  and 
co-operate  with  such  gentlemen  in  London  who  are  interested  or 
concerned  in  the  linen  trade,  as  shall  be  recommended  to  him  by  the 
boroughs  more  particularly  concerned  in  the  linen  business  of  this 
country,  and  to  apply  to  the  gentlemen  so  nominated  by  them  for 
their  assistance  in  every  matter  relative  thereto  ;  and  on  the  sitting 
down  of  parliament  after  the  recess,  that  they  endeavour  to  procure, 
as  earlie  as  they  can,  a  meeting  of  the  members  from  this  country, 
as  well  as  of  those  interested  for  England  &  Ireland,  and  proceed  in 
the  application  by  their  direction  and  advice  in  terms  of  the  in- 
structions formerly  sent  him  on  that  head  ;  and  in  case  at  that  or  any 
subsequent  meeting  they  shall  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to  have  a 
person  of  experience  in  the  linen  trade  sent  up  from  this  country, 
that  he  do  give  immediate  notice  thereof  to  the  preses,  in  which 
event  they  hereby  authorize  &  impower  him  to  send  up  to  London 
such  a  person  at  the  expence  of  the  boroughs. 


Caution 
for  John 
Gregorie 
as  staple 
factor  re- 
newed. 


The  same  day,  in  behalf  of  Mr  John  Gregorie,  staple  factor  at 
the  Port  of  Campvere,  it  was  i-epresented  that  in  the  year  1752,  when 
he  was  admitted  to  that  office  by  the  royal  boroughs,  Mr  John 
Halyburton,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  Thomas  Ried,  professor  of 
phylosophie  in  the  King's  College  of  Aberdeen,  and  David  Cuthbert 
of  Rosehall,  Esqr.,  became  cautioners  for  his  fidelity  in  said  office, 
and  that  as  he  was  desireous  to  relieve  these  gentlemen  of  their  said 
cautionary,  it  was  hoped  the  annual  committee  in  place  of  these 
former  cautioners  wou'd  now  accept  of  Sir  Alexander  Gordon,  pro- 
fessor of  physick  in  the  King's  College  of  Aberdeen,  Mr  James  Duff, 
sherriff  clerk  of  Banff,  and  David  Bartlet,  advocate  in  Aberdeen,  as 
cautioners  for  him,  who  were  willing  to  become  bound  in  the  uswall 
way,  not  only  for  his  fidelity  in  said  office,  but  also  to  relieve  his 
former  cautioners  of  all  damages  &  expence  they  could  any  ways 
sustain  by  their  becoming  bound  for  him,  and  that  upon  their  grant- 
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ing  bond   in    these  terms   the   clerks   should   be   appointed   to   receive  Edinburgh. 

the    same    and    deliver    up    the    former    bond    of    cautionary.     Which   1773 

being-    considered     bv    the    annual    committee,    thev    approve    of    the  Caution 
?  ,  ,  ,  -,  for  John 

cautioners    now    named    as    abovementioned,    and    grant    warrand    to  Oregon© 

and  appoint  their  clerks   to  receive   a    bond  of  cautionary  subscribed  factor^ie 

by  the  said  new    cautioners   in  terms   abovementioned,  and  thereupon  newed. 

to  deliver  up  the  old  bond  of  cautionary  as  craved. 

Copy    letter   wrote    by    the    preses    to    George    Ross,    Esqr.,    agent    in 
London,  as  directed  by  the  preceeding  minute. 

Sir,- — As  preses  to  the  convention  of  royal  boroughs,  I  wrote 
you  the  19th  November  last  &  sent  inclosed  a  memorial  shewing 
the  necessity  for  a  pi-olongation  of  the  bounty  on  British  and  Irish 
linens  exported,  and  desiring  it  might  be  laid  before  the  lords  com- 
missioners of  his  Majesty's  treasury  in  maner  as  then  directed, 
to  which  I  beg  leave  to  referr,  having  no  doubt  of  its  coming  duely 
to  hand,  tho'  as  yet  I  have  had  no  letter  from  you  advising  thereof. 
From  it  you  wou'd  observe  that  Provost  Dalrymple  was  appointed 
to  co-operate  with  you  in  this  important  affair,  but  who,  on  account 
of  his  bad  state  of  health,  has  now  returned  to  this  place,  and  informs 
that  as  the  members  of  parliament  on  whom  the  convention  did 
principally  rely  for  taking  an  active  part  in  support  of  the  application 
were  not  to  be  in  London  till  after  the  Christmas  holy  days,  it  had 
been  judged  proper  to  delay  moving  in  it  till  that  time.  This  being 
the  case,  and  as  there  is  now  no  room  to  hope  for  Provost  Dahymple's 
assistance  in  this  matter,  the  royal  boroughs  have  of  new  desired  me 
to  acquaint  that  they  expect  you  will  give  the  greatest  attention  to 
this  important  business,  and  that  you  will  consult  &  co-operate 
therein  with  such  gentlemen  in  London  who  are  interested  or 
concerned  in  the  linen  trade  &  shall  be  recommended  to  you  by  the 
burghs  more  particularly  interested  in  the  linen  business  of  this 
country,  such  as  Perth,  Dundee,  &  others,  and  to  desire  your  friends, 
2  L 
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Edinburgh.     Messrs  Davidson,  Seton,  &  Longlands,  to  advert  to  &  answer  any  letters 

22  Xjg c g itidg r 

1778.  they  may  adress  to  them    on  that  head,   at   the    same    time    to   call 

on  the  gentlemen  so  nominated  by  them  for  their  assistance  in 
every  matter  relative  thereto ;  and  on  the  sitting  down  of  parliament 
after  the  recess,  to  endeavour  to  procure  as  earlie  as  possible  a  meeting 
of  the  members  from  this  country,  as  well  as  of  those  interested  for 
England  &  Ireland,  and  proceed  in  the  application  by  their  direction 
&  advice  in  terms  of  the  instructions  formerly  sent  you  ;  and  in  case 
at  that  or  any  subsequent  meeting  they  shall  find  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  have  a  person  of  experience  in  the  linen  trade  sent  up  from 
this  country,  they  desire  you  will  give  me  immediate  notice  thereof, 
as  in  that  event  they  have  impowered  me  to  do  so.  The  vast 
importance  of  the  present  object  to  this  country  leaves  me  no  room 
to  doubt  of  your  utmost  endeavours  to  promote  the  success  of  the 
forsaid  applications, — and  with  due  respect,  I  am,  &ce. 

Edinr.,  29th  Decer.   1778. 

P.8. — Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  the  linen  board 
of  Ireland,  from  which  you  will  see  their  agent  is  directed  to  concurr 
in  the  application,  and  surely  will  agree  to  defray  one  half  of  the 
necessary  parliamentary  expence. 


31  March  1779. 

Sederunt.  Walter    Hamilton,    Esqr.,    preses ;    Edinbr.,    Charles    Innes,    John 

Grieve,  Alexr.  Hamilton,  William  Jamison ;  Air,  John  Hunter ; 
Dumfries,  Mr  Andrew  Crosbie  ;  Inverness,  Charles  M'Intosh  ;  Kinghorn, 
Andrew  Hamilton ;  Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan ;  Stranraer,  Thomas 
Nasmith. 

[Bond  of  cautionary   for  John  Gregory,   staple    factor,  presented 
&  approven.] 

The   same   day   there  was  presented  &  read  to  the  committee  a 
memorial   in  behalf  of  the   manufacturers  of  lawns  and  cambricks  in 
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Scotland,  representing  that  in  consequence  of  the  salutary  laws  made  Edinburgh. 
in   the    last  &   present    reign    prohibiting    the    importation  of   French   1779 arc 
cambricks    &    lawns,    these    valuable    branches    of    manufacture   have  Memorial, 
been    happily    established    in    this   country    at    a    very   great    expence  m'anu'.m 
and    risque,    but    which,  tho'  brought  to  great  perfection,  yet  cannot  facturera, 
be  sold  so  cheap  as  the  French,  and  if,  in  terms  of  a  resolution  of  the 
House    of    Commons,    the    above   prohibitory   laws  shall    be    repealed, 
and  French   cambricks  &   lawns  be    again  allowed  to  be  imported,  it 
must  greatly  hurt  the  interest  of  those  engaged  in  the  above  manu- 
facture,   and    bring    ruin    and    distress  upon    many    thousands  of    his 
Majesty's   industrious   subjects,   whilst  it  would  promote  the  trade  of 
that   nation    which    is    now    our   greatest    rival    in    every   branch    of 
manufacture,    at   the    same   time   the  constant   and    dangerous    enemy 
of  this  kingdom,  and  therefore  praying  the  aid  &  concurrence  of  the 
boroughs    in    opposing   the    repeal    of    the    forsaid    prohibitory    laws. 
Which  being  considered  by  the  annual  committee,  but  as  there  is  not 
a  sufficient  quorum  present  to  authorize  an  application  to  parliament, 
they  therefore  adjourn  this   meeting  till  to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock, 
and  appoint  the  members  then  to  attend. 

1  April  1779. 

Walter  Hamilton,  Esqr.,  preses ;  Edinbr.,  John  Grieve  &  William  Sederunt. 
Jamison ;  Air,  John   Hunter ;   Dumfries,   Mr   Andrew   Crosbie ;  Inver- 
ness, Charles  M'Intosh  ;  Kinghorn,  Andrew  Hamilton  ;  Coupar,  George 
Tod ;  Selkirk,    George   Currie ;   Whithorn,  John  M'Gowan ;    Stranraer, 
Thomas  Nasmith. 

The  which    day   the    preses    acquainted    the    committee  that   the  Linen  bill 
boroughs'  applications  for  a  prolongation  of  the  bountys  for  encourag-   pas  ' 
ing  the    herring  fishery,  as   also  on   British   &  Irish  linens  exported, 
had    so    far    happily    succeeded,    as    two    bills   have    now    passed    the 
House  of  Commons  for  continuing  these  bountys   for  a  further  term 
of  seven  years. 
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Edinburgh. 
1  April  1779. 
Agent  at 
London  to 
oppose  the 
repeal  of 
cambrick 
law. 


The  same  day  the  committee  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  memorial  for  the  manufacturers  of  lawns  and  cambricks  in 
this  country,  and  having  heard  read  a  letter  from  John  Brown,  Junr., 
to  the  preses  on  that  subject,  stating  the  quantitys  and  value  of 
cambricks  and  lawns  that  have  been  annually  manufactured  for  four 
years  past,  and  will  this  year  be  greatly  encreased,  the  annual 
committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  branch  of  manufacture 
is  of  very  great  importance  to  this  country,  and  would  be  greatly 
hurt  were  any  repeal  of  the  law  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
French  cambricks  now  to  take  place  ;  and  therefore  they  appoint 
their  preses  to  write  the  boroughs'  agent  in  London,  instructing 
him,  in  case  any  bill  shall  be  brought  into  parliament  to  the  above 
purpose,  that  he  in  name  of  the  royal  boroughs  do  petition  the 
House,  alongst  with  the  others  that  intend  to  oppose  it,  in  order 
to  be  heard  against  the  same,  and  that  he  likewise  use  his  best 
endeavours  to  procure  the  countenance  &  assistance  of  the  repre- 
sentatives from  this  country  for  preventing  such  repeals  taking  place. 


Follows  the  copy  of  the  letter  wrote  to  George  Ross,  Esqr.,  in  terms 
of  the  preceeding  minute. 

Sir, — The  royal  boroughs  having  had  under  their  serious  con- 
sideration a  memorial  in  behalf  of  the  manufacturers  of  lawns  & 
cambricks  in  Scotland,  from  which,  and  a  state  of  the  quantitys  and 
value  annually  manufactured  for  four  years  past,  it  appears  that  in 
consequence  of  the  salutary  law  past  in  the  present  reign  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  French  lawns  &  cambricks,  these  valuable  branches 
of  manufacture  have  been  happily  established  in  this  country  at  a 
very  great  expence  &  risque,  but  which,  tho'  brought  to  great 
perfection,  cannot  be  sold  so  cheap  as  the  French,  and  if,  in  terms  of 
a  recent  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  above  prohibitory  law 
shall  be  repealed,  and  French  cambricks  and  lawns  be  again  allowed 
to   be   imported,   it  must   greatly   hurt  the   interest   of    those  engaged 
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here    in    that  manufacture,  and    brine    ruin   and    distress    upon    many   Edinburgh. 

1  April  1779 
thousands  of  Ins  Majestie's  industrious  subjects,  whilst  it  would  promote    : 

the    trade  of    that   nation   which   is  now    our  greatest    rival  in  every 

branch  of  manufacture,  and  at  the  same  time  a  constant  &  dangerous 

enemy    to    these    United    Kingdoms ;    for    these    reasons    the    meeting 

were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  any  repeal  of  the  above  prohibitory 

law  ought,   if  possible,  to  be  prevented,  and  therefore   desire,  in   case 

any  bill  shall  be  brought  into  parliament  for  that  purpose,  that  you 

in  name  of   the  I'oyal   boroughs  do   petition  the  House,   alongst  with 

the    others     who    intend    to  oppose    it,    in   order    to    be  heard  against 

the    same,    and    that   you    will    likewise    use    your    best    endeavours 

to    procure     the    countenance     &    assistance    of     the    representatives 

from    this    country   towards    preventing    such  repeals  taking   place. — 

I  am,  &ce. 
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M'Callum,  George,  133 

Syme,  James,  547 

Taylor,  James,  419,  511,  526 
Renfrew — 

Barr,  John,  469,  494 

Campbell,  James,  379 

Miller,  The  Hon.  Thomas,  King's  Advo 
cate,  63 

Modervell  [Motherwell],  John,  419,  431 

Paterson,  Peter,  511,  547 
Rothesay — 

Blain,'john,  109 

M'Millan  Duncan,  379 

Sands,  Mr  William,  late  Bailie  of  Edin- 
burgh, 134 

Stirling,  James,  470,  495,  526 

Wordie,  John,  547 
Rutherglen — 

Cullen,  Robert,  379,  526 

Gray,  Gabriel,  419 

Gray,  Robert,  495 

Whyte,  George,  575 
St  Andrews — 

Campbell,  Alexander,  525 

Duncan,  William,  379,  418 

Grace,  Stuart,  547,  574 

Key,  Robert,  433 

Lindsay,  Thomas,  469,  494 

Swinton,  Mr  John,  Advocate,  114 
Selkirk— 

Alemour,  The  Right  Hon.  Andrew  Pringle, 
Lord,  Senator  of  the  College  of  Justice, 
37 


Assessors  for  Burghs 
Selkirk— 

Currie,  George,  Advocate,   434,   469,  494, 
511,  525,  547,  575 
Stirling — 

Alexander,  Robert,  433 

Bryce,  Nicol,  378 

Burd,  James,  418,  494 

Burn,  John,  469 

Gillespie,  Thomas,  2 

Gourly,  David,  62 

M'Killop,  Andrew,  109 

Tower,  James,  510 
Stranraer — 

Nasmyth,  Thomas,  434,  495,  575 

Watson,  James,  419 
Tain— 

Manson,  Thomas,  419,  434,  470,  495 

Ross,  David,  547,  575 
Wick- 
Budge,  William,  63,  110 

Grant,  Isaac,  380,  434,  511,  526,  548 
Assessors   to  Convention,   anent  qualification 

of,  386,  390 
Assurance,    form  of,    subscribed  by  Commis- 
sioners and  Assessors,  etc.,  2,  3,  31,  32,  33, 

62,  Q%,   109,    132,   135,   136,  140,  159,  183, 

198,  255,  380,  381,  419,  420 
Avoch,  complaint  against   unfree  traders  in, 

165 
Ayton,  ancnt  post  office  at,  166 

Banff,  petition  for  aid  to  build  harbour,  297  ; 

£500  stg.  granted,  321 
Banking  in  Scotland,  Bill  for  regulating,  178, 

182 
Bankruptcy  Laws,   remits,   etc.,    anent,    156, 

160,  168,  179,  200,  394,  410,  412 
Barclay,  James  Robertson,  Clerk  to  the  Signet, 

72,  163  ;  appointed  Agent,  255 
Bartlet,  David,  Advocate,  Aberdeen,  592 
Bathgate,  anent  trade  of,  386 
Bell,  Hugh,  Brewer.  Edinburgh,  149 
Berwick,  road  by,  74 
Biggar,    Mr  Walter,   Linen   Manufacturer  in 

Edinburgh,   208,  209,   222,   225,  230,  238, 

256,  263,  264,  274,  280,  291,  293,  397,  398, 

403,  407,  426,  445 
Bladenoch,  river  of,  387,  441 
Blair,    Archibald,    Assistant   Agent    for    the 

Burghs,  7,  32 
Blair,  John,  Recorder,  etc.,  41,  73,   120,  330, 

480,  501 
Blair,  Robert,  Advocate,  205,  206,  223,  240 
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Bonds  for  goods  going  coastways,  14,  269,  '-70 
Bo'ness,  rate  of  tax  roll  increased,  299 
Borthwick,  Patrick,  Keeper  of  Advocates'  Bar 

and  Cryer,  41,  74,  120 
"  Boscawen,"  privateer,  5 
Boyle,  Mr  Adam,  Merchant,  Limekilns,  316 
Bread,  assize  of,  8,  14,  38,  70,  115,  117,  120,  130, 

139,  154 
Brechin,  petition  anent  insult  and  abuse  given 

to  Provost  of,  in  exercise  of  his  office,  441 
Brewers,   bakers,   and   corn   dealers,    petition 

anent  shipments  of  corn  from  one  port  to 

another  in  Great  Britain,  459 
Brewers  in  Edinburgh,   anent  grievances  of, 

149,  187,  194,  200 
British  Linen  Company,  488 
Brown,  Dr  Anthony,  Campvere,  83 
Brown,  George,  Glasgow,  415 
Brown,  Rev.  James,  Edinburgh,  460 
Brown,  Mr,  of  Coalston,  569 
Buchanan,  Provost,  of  Glasgow,  393,  524 
Buchanness,    defenceless  state  of    trade   and 

coast  towns  from,  to  Fifeness,  7 
Burghs,  certain  of  the,  to  show  cause  why  re- 
lief should  be  continued  to  them,  576 
Burghs  of  Barony  and  Regality,  anent  trade 

and  taxation  of,  269 
Burnet,  John,  Tacksman  of  salmon  fishings  on 

the  Ythan,  68,  81 
Burntisland,  complaint  by  shipmasters,   etc., 

as  to  mismanagement  of  harbour  at,  531, 

533 
Bute,  Earl  of,  74,  114,  116,  121 

Campbell,  Lord  Frederick,  194,  313,  341,  390, 
402,    407,   412,    415,    542,    565,    584,    585, 
591 
Campbeltown,  aid  to  build  harbour  and  prison, 
etc.,  refused,  143 

petition  for  aid  to  carry  on  certain  public 
works,  and  to  pay  law  expenses  incurred 
in  action  against  their  schoolmaster,  444 

petition  for  aid  to  erect  quaj's  at  harbour, 
561,  576  ;  refused,  579 
Campvere,  anent  instructions  to  Deputy  Con- 
servators at,  150,  153 

complaint  from,  anent  salmon,  etc.,  shipped 
to  Rotterdam,  262 

Crawford,  Patrick,  appointed  Conservator 
at,  315,  318,  322,  344,  514 

Home,  George,  Esq.,  appointed  Conservator 
at,  136,  140,  153 

letter  from  Burgomasters  of,  160,  172 

letter  to  Magistrates  of,  127 


Campvere,     Lind,    George,     appointed     Con- 
servator at,  101-105,  110,  111,  127 
Murray,  James,  admitted  Factor  at  Staple 

Port  of,  417 
representation    by    Magistrates    of,     anent 
breach  of  Staple  Contract,  etc.,  430,  444, 
476,  497,  507  ;  anent  renewal  of,  501,  502, 
506,  507,  508,  514,  515,  531,  559,  583 
Stevens,   Andrew,   Merchant   in,   appointed 

Factor  at,  17 
Stewart,  John,  appointed  Deputy  Conserva- 
tor at,  514  ;  commission  engrossed,  518 
Stuart,  Chas. ,  appointed  Conservator  at,  51, 
52,  55,  65,  67,  78  ;  death  of  Conservator, 
83 

Canals,  proposed,  between  Forth  and  Clyde, 
Argyle  and  Kintyre,  and  Fort-William 
and  Inverness,  174,  175,  176,  178,  181,  243, 
245,  246,  247-255,  258,  264,  270,  287-289, 
295,  301,  304,  312,  326,  337,  535-539,  543, 
544 
proposed,  between  Glasgow  andCarron,  243, 
245,  246,  247-255,  258,  264,  535-539 

Carpets,  shalloons,  etc.,  anent  manufacture  of, 
497 

Carron  Harbour  Company,  anent  increase  of 
tax  roll,  300 

Carron  Shore,  anent  trade  of,  386 

Cathcart,  Lord,  President  of  Court  of  Police, 
proposals  for  benefit  of  the  public  by,  168, 
170,  173,  175,  176,  178,  271 

Cattle  plague,  precautions  against,  363 

Cess  and  Missive  Dues,  arrears  of,  316 

Chalmers,  Mr  George,  Merchant,  Edinburgh, 
265,  287,  288,  295,  300,  304,  312,  325,  331, 
373,  393,  407,  421,  543,  544,  548,  565,  580 

Chancery  in  Scotland,  anent  appointment  of 
Master  in,  for  taking  affidavits,  171 

Cheap,  Mr  William,  Preses  of  the  Linen 
Society,  208,  395,  396,  398,  407,  426 

Chrystie,  William,  Architect,  578 

Church  of  Scotland  General  Assembly,  petition 
from,    for  aid   to   improve  the  Assembly 
Aisle,  459,  462 
representatives  at,  6,  19 

Clare,  Lord,  456,  480 

Clavering,  Sir  Thomas,  487 

Clerk,  Mr  George,  Commissioner,  265,  393 

Cleveland,  John,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  Admiralty, 
anent  protection  of  shipping,  16 

Cloth  manufacturers  in  Scotland,  petition 
from,  496,  499 

Coaches  and  horses,  anent  regulations  for  hire 
of,  129,  131,  170 
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Coal,  anent  coast  duty  on,  174,  333,  336,  477,  548 
Coal  miners,  petition  anent  grievances  of,  in 

Scotland,  332,  388,  393,  424,  427,  512,  528, 

532 
Coast  Bonds  and  Coquets,  269,  276,  459,  502, 

517,  534 
Coldingham,  anent  letters  for,  166 
Coldstream,  new  road  and  bridge  at,  74 
Colvill,  Mr  John,  Merchant,  Glasgow,  340,  341, 

362,  368,  372,  373,  382,  383,  389 
Colvill,  Peter,  393 
Commissioners  to  Convention 
Aberdeen — 

Davidson,  William,  61,  108 

Duff,  Adam,  510,  525 

Duncan,  John,  1,  30,  131,  158 

Jopp,  James,  378,  469,  494,  546,  574 

Shand,  George,  418,  433 
Annan — 

Blair,  Bryce,  2,  31,  61 

Carlyle,  James  Carrie,  511 

Currie,  James,  470,  495 

Hardie,  George,  131,  159,  434,  526 

Johnstoun,  John,  108,  379,  419,  547,  575 
Anstruther  Easter — 

Anstruther,  Sir  John,  418 

Hogg,  James,  574 

Johnstone,   Andrew,   1,    30,   61,   108,    131, 
159,  433,  525,  547 

Johnston,  James,  469,  494,  510 
Anstruther  Wester — 

Brown,  John,  61,  159 

Burn,  Patrick,  30 

Hunter,  Robert,  2,  108,  131 

Kyd,  James,  379,  418,  434,  469 

Thomson,  William,  511 

Wilkie,  James,  494,  525,  547,  575 
Arbroath — 

Keith,  Alexander,  2,  30,  61,  108,  159,  419, 
434,  469 

Ouchterlony,  John,  575 

Sturrock,  James,  494,  511,  525,  547 

Wallace,  David,  379 
Ayr— 

Bannatyne,  Mr  David,  108,  131 

Cathcart,  Elias,  1 

Ferguson,  David,  379,  418,  469,  494,  510, 
525,  547,  574 

Ferguson,  James,  433 

Ferguson,  William,  30,  61,  158 
Banff— 

Bartlet,  James,  2,  30 

Dirom,  Alexander,  379,  547,  575 

Dockar,  Patrick,  61 


Commissioners  to  Convention 
Banff- 
Duff,  Patrick,  108,  495,  511,  526 

Shand,  James,  131,  159,  419,  434,  470 
Brechin — 

Mollison,  David,  108,  131 

Mollison,  John,  jun.,   1,  30,  61,  159,  379. 
418,  433,  469,  494,  511,  525,  547,  575 
Burntisland — 

Angus,  Robert,  131,  159 

Ballantyne,  David,  61,  108 

Charters,  Samuel,  379,  469 

Chrystie,  Thomas,  494,  511 

Fairfax,  William  George,  433 

Hogg,  John,  30 

Hoy,  John,  418,  525,  575 

Kynnier,  John,  1 

Robertson,  Andrew,  547 
Campbeltown — 

Campbell,  Hay,  131 

Campbell,  John,  108 

M' Donald,  Archibald,  434,  495 

Murray,   Alexander,   Advocate,   470,   511, 
526,  548,  575 
Crail— 

Clerk,  William,  30,  108,  159 

Dudingston,  John,  525,  547 

Hall,  George,  379,  418,  434,  470,  494,  575 

Kingo,  James,  131 

Lindsay,  Mr  John,  2,  61 

Moncrieff,  James,  511 
Cullen— 

Edmonston,  James,  419 

Philp,  Mr  James,  2,  31,  108,  131,  159,  379, 
434,  511 
Culross — 

Geddes,  Robert,  2,  30,  108,  131,  159 

Halkerston,  Robert,  61,  511,  547 

Johnston,  James,  379,  419,  434,  470,  495, 
525,  575 
Cupar — 

Baxter,  John,  379,  418,  433,  469,  494,  510, 
525 

Bethune,  Dr  George,  30,  61,  108,  131,  159 

Thomson,  James,  547 

Tod,  George,  574 
Dingwall — 

M'Kenzie,  Colin,  547 

M'Kenzie,  Mr  William,  108 

Robertson,  Andrew,  419 
Dornoch— M'Kenzie,  John,  380 
Dumbarton — 

Colquhoun,  James,  379,  419,  434 

Smollet,  James,  2 
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Commissioners  to  Convention 
Dumfries — 

Corbet,  James,  61 

Crosbie,  Andrew,  494,  510,  547,  574 

Dickson,  John,  433 

Hepburn,  Ebenezer,  131,  15!),  379 

Maxwell,  Robert,  1,  30,  108,  409,  525 
Dunbar — 

Fall,  Charles,  30,  61,  131,  159,  419 

Fall,   Robert,   2,    108,   379,  434,  469,  494, 
511,  547,  575 

Melville,  Robert,  525 
Dundee — 

Geekie,  Henry,  494 

Haliburton,  John,  108,  131 

Maxwell,  George,  378,  546,  574 

Maxwell,  Patrick,  418,  433,  469,  510,  525 

Maxwell.  William,  158 

Yeaman,  George,  1,  30 

Yeaman,  Patrick,  61 
Dunfermline — 

Hart,  Alexander,  379,  418,  434,  469,  404 

Rolland,  Adam,  511,  525,  547,  575 

Turnbull,  David,  108,  131,  150 

Wilson,  John,  2,  30,  61 
Dysart — 

Davidson,  James,  1,  30,  131,  158 

Reddie,  Andrew,  418,  433 

Reddie,  James,  379,  510,  525 

Thomson,  Alexander,  494,  547,  574 

Whyte,  John,  61,  108,  469 
Edinburgh — 

Armstrong,  William,  418 

Balfour,  John,  108 

Brodie,  Francis,  546 

Carmichael,  John,  1,  30 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  574 

Hart,  Orlando,  433,  525 

Herriot,  Thomas,  469 

Innes,  Charles,  546,  574 

Jamison,  Patrick,  30,  61 

Kid,  John,  510,  525 

Laury,  Gilbert,  61,  108 

Lindsay,  Patrick,  131,  158 

Ramsay,  William,  378 

Simpson,  Thomas,  1,  494,  510 

Smith,  Alexander,  378 

Stodart,  James,  418,  433 

Wood,  Alexander,  131,  158 

Wright,  Charles,  469,  494,  509 
Elgin— 

Brodie,  William,  434 

Gordon,    Mr    Cosmo,     30,     61,     108,    131, 
(Advocate)  159,  379,  469 


Commissioners  to  Convention 
Elgin— 

Innes,  John,  494,  525 

Stephen,  Thomas,  419 
Forfar— 

Ker,  William,  159,  379,  419,  434,  526,  547, 
575 

Ogilvie,  John,  470,  405,  51 1 

Ure,  John,  2,  30,  61,  108,  131 
Forres — 

Brodie,  Thomas,  2,  30,  61 

Forsyth,  Alexr.,  108,  159 

Grant,  Duncan,  419,  495 

Grant,  Sir  James,  547 

Grant,  Lachlan,  379,  434,  470,  511 
Fortrose — 

Forbes,  Mr  Jonathan,  31 

Stephen,  James,  150 
Glasgow — 

Buchanan,  James,  379,  510,  525 

Cochran,  Andrew,  61,  108 

Connell,  Arthur,  469,  494 

Donald,  Robert,  547,  574 

Dunlop,  Colin,  418,  433 

Ingram,  Archibald,  131,  15S 

Murdoch,  John,  1,  30 
Haddington — 

Burton,  Robert,  494,  510,  574 

Dickson,  Andrew,  1 

Dudgeon,  James,  433,  469,  525.  547 

Hepburn,  Henry,  159 

Lindsay,  James,  131 

Lundie,  James,  108,  379,  418 

Thomson,  Robert,  30,  61 
Inverary — 

M'Neil,  John,  548,  575 

Richardson,  John,  31 
Inverbervie — 

Arbuthnot,    The    Rt.    Honble.    The    Vis- 
count, 2 

Chrystie,  Thomas,    31,   61,    108,    131,   159, 
380,  434,  470,  511,  526,  548,  575 
Inverkeithing — 

Cunningham,  Dr  Henry,  1 

Cunningham,  Mr  John,  30,  511,  525.  547, 
575 

Swinton,  Sebastian,  379,  418,  433,  469 
Inverness — 

Baillie,  Evan,  1 

Chisholm,  William,  494 

Frazer,  William,  159 

Grant,  James,  525 

M'Intosh,  Phineas,  433,  469,  547,  575 

M'Intosh.  William,  61,  131,  379 
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Commissioners  to  Convention 
Inverness — 

Rose,  James,  108 
Scott,  Hector,  30 
Inverurie — 

Clerk,  Mr  John,  159 

Ferguson,  James,  Esq.,  419,  470,  495,  511, 

548,  575 
Grub,  Mr  George,  2,  31 
Irvine — 

Alison,  James,  61,  108 
Hamilton,    Charles,    1,   30,    131,   159,    379, 
418,  433,  469,  494,  511,  525.  547 
Jedburgh — 

Ainslie,  Alexander,  1 
Douglas,  John,  511 
Elliot,  William,  525,  547,  575 
Turnbull,  William,  30,  61,  108,  159 
Winterup,  Thomas,  131,  494 
Kilrenny — 
Miller,  James,  31,  108 
Reid,  Alexander,  159,   379,  419,  434,  470, 

526,  547,  575 
Reid,  Andrew,  131,  495 
Waddell,  Andrew,  2 
Waddell,  Mr  Robert,  61,  511 
Kinghorn — 

Hamilton,  Andrew,  547,  575 
Hamilton,    Robert,    1,    30,    61,    108,    131, 
159,    379,     418,     433,     469,     494,     511, 
525 
Kirkcaldy — 

Birrell,  Robert,  525 
Cowan,  Andrew,  131,  379,  418 
Dougall,  Thomas,  547,  574 
Drysdale,  George,  159,  433,  469 
Heggie,  James,  108 
M'Gill,  John,  30,  61 
White,  Robert,  494,  510 
Kirkcudbright— Gordon,  Mr  Alexr.,  30,  61, 
108,  379,   418,   433,   469,   494,  511,   525, 

547,  575 
Kirkwall — 

Baikie,  James,  61 

Meason,  Mr  Gilbert,  31,  419,  434,  511,  526, 

548,  575 
Riddoch,  John,  495 

Lanark — 
Banantyne,  John,  547 
Bannantyne,  Christopher,  2,  131,  159,  379, 

434,  525,  575 
Bell,  Robert,  30,  61,  108 
Inglis,  William,  469,  494,  511 
Smith,  John,  419 


Commissioners  to  Convention 
Lauder — 

Edmondstone,  Andrew,  470,  495,  547,  575 

Edmonston,  James,  434,  511,  526 

Lauder,  George,  379 

Romanis,  James,  31,  131 

Thomson,  John,  2,  61,  108,  159 
Linlithgow — 

Andrew,  James,  379,  418 

Clerk,  Robert,  525,  546,  574 

Gilles,  Henry,  30,  61,  108,  131,  469,  494 

Kennewie,  Alexander,  433 

Napier,  William,  510 

Ross,  Mr  Alexander,  158 
Lochmaben — 

Adamson,  Robert,  575 

Dickson,  John,  31,  108 

Ferguson,  John,  131 

Henderson,  Robert,  2 

Hoggan,  William,  434,  470,  526,  547 

Maxwell,  William,  159,  379,  419,  495,  511 

Richardson,  James,  61 
Montrose — 

Bisset,  James,  30,  61,  433,  469,  525,  547 

Christie,  Thomas,  159 

Crystie,  Alexander,  379,  418,  494,  510 

Doig,  David,  1,  131 

Low,  James,  574 

Morison,  Lauchlan,  108 
Nairn— Abercromby,  Charles,  419 
New  Galloway — 

Ferguson,  Alexander,  419 

Muir,  George,  108,  131 

Syme,  John,  470,  495,  526,  547 
North  Berwick — 

Dalrymple,  Charles,  31 

Hogg,  Mr  William,  61,  108,  131,  159 

Lauder,  Alexander,  2 

Swinton,  William,  379,  419,  434,  470,  495, 
511,  526,  547,  575 

I/*66bl6S 

Ballantyne,  James,  61,  108,  131,  159 
Haldane,  James,  2,  30 
Kerr,  William,  494,  511,  525,  547,  575 
Ritchie,  Walter,  469 
Ritchie,  William,  434 
Russell,  Francis,  379,  419 
Perth- 
Gray,  William,  61,  108 
Simpson,  Alexander,  418,  433,  510,  525 
Stewart,  John,  131,  158 
Stewart,  John,  Provost,  378 
Stewart,    William,    1,    30,    469,   494,   546, 
574 
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Commissioners  to  Convention 
Pittenweem — 

Martin,  Thomas,  1,  30,  61,  108,  131,  L59 

Nairn,  James,  379,  418,  434,  469,  494,  511, 
5*25,  547,  575 
Queensferry — 

Bunkell,  James,  131,  159 

Dalgleish,  James,  31,  01,  108 

Dick,  Robert,  2 

Stewart,    Archibald,    380,    419,    434,    470, 
495,  511,  526,  547,  575 
Renfrew — 

Campbell,  Alexr.,  Esq.,  61,  10S 

Campbell,  James,  Esq.,  131,  159,  419,  434 

Paterson,  John,  469,  494,  511,  547 

Somervell,  Robert,  2,  30 

Somerville,  William,  379 
Rothesay — 

Dunlop,  John,  108 

M'Leod,  Banantyne  Wm.,  379 

M'Millan,  Mr  Alexr.,  30,  61,  131 

M'Millan,  Duncan,  419,  470,  495,  511,  526, 
547 
Rutherglen — 

Fleming,  James,  495,  526 

Gray,  Gabriel,  379,  434,  511,  547 

M'Viccar,  Niel,  575 

Scott,  Allan,  30,  108,  159,  410 

Spence,  Robert,  2,  61,  131 
St  Andrews — 

Adamson,  Christianus,  379,  525 

Dempster,  George,  61,  108,  131 

Forrest,  George,  418,  433,  469,  494 

Fraser,  Alexander,  546,  574 

Lumsdaine,  James,  1,  30 

Morison,  John,  158 
Sanquhar — 

Clerk,  George,  379,  434,  470,  495,  511 

Crighton,  James,  31 

Goldie,  Alexander,  2 

Maxwell,    George   Clark,    Esq.,    131,    159, 
419,  526,  547 

Muir,  Mr  George,  108 
Selkirk- 
Broad,  John,  575 

Broad,  Michael,  469,  494,  511 

Currer,  Thomas,  525,  547 

Currer,  William,  2,  108,  131,  159 

Henderson,  Alexander,  434 

Henderson,  Andrew,  30 

Rodger,  James,  61,  379,  418 
Stirling — 

Alexander,  James,  378,  418,  494 

Bryce,  Nicol,  469 


Commissioners  to  Convention 
Stirling — 

Burn,  John,  510 
Gillespie,  Thomas,  30,  61,  158 
Gourly,  David,  1,  131 
Jatfray,  Henry,  433 
Wallace,  Andrew,  108 
Stranraer — 

Brown,  Mr  Charles,  61,  108,  131,  159 
Dalrymple,  Mr   David,   Advocate,  2,  380, 
419,  434,  495,  548,  575 
Tain— 

Ankervile,  Lord,  547 

Ross,  Mr  David,  2,  30,  61,   108,   131,   159, 
379,  419,  434,  470,  494,  511,  525,  575 
Whithorn— M'Gowan,  John,  2,  30,  61,   108, 
131,    159,   379,   419,   434,   470,  495,  502, 
511,  526,  547,  575 
Wick— 

St  Clair,  George,  31,  380 
Sinclair,  George,  Esq.,  2,  61 
Sinclair,  John,  434,  511.  526,  548 
Sutherland,  George,  131 
Sutherland,  Capt.  John,  108 
Wigton — 

Agnew,  Mr  Alexr.,  30 
Campbell,  William,  433,  494,  525,  547 
Hooks,  Alexander,  1 
M'Culloch,  William,  379,  418 
M'Kie,  Patrick,  61,  108 
Commissions  to  Convention,  anent  alteration 
on,  292 
scrutiny  of,   2,  3,   4,  5,  31,   33,  37,  62,  109, 
132,  134,  159,  161,  163,   183,   185,  196,  197, 
198,  255,  257,  291,  321,  380,  381,  419,  422, 
434,470,  471,  495,  512,  526,  529,  548,  575,  580 
Connell,  Arthur,  Glasgow,  415 
Conservators  of  Scots  privileges  in  the  Nether- 
lands, appointments  of,  etc.,  50,  55,  65,  78, 
110,  127,  136,  140,  151,  160,  172,  315,  318, 
344,  531 
Convention  of  Burghs,  appointment  of  clerks 
to,  134,  135 
held  at  Edinburgh,  July  1759,  1  ;  July  1760, 
30;   July  1761,  61;  July  1762,  108;   July 
1763,  131  ;  July  1764,  158  ;  July  1765,  183  ; 
July  1766,  195  ;  July  1767,  255  ;  July  1768, 
290  ;  July  1769,  300  ;  July  1770,  378  ;  July 
1771,  418  ;  July  1772,  433  ;  July  1773,  469  ; 
July  1774,  494  ;  July  1775,  510  ;  July  1776, 
525  ;  July  1777,  546  ;  July  1778,  574 
dissolved,    15,    45,    76,    125,    150,    172,    191, 
203,  269,  305,    334,    394,    427,    446,    479, 
503,  518,  534,  564 
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Convention    of   Burghs,    Mr   Black's  book  on 

Constitution  of,  138,  188 
Convicts,  anent  transportation  of,  148 
Conway,  Mr  Secretary,  270 
Cornhill,  Northumberland,  new  road  to,  74 
Corn  Trade,  anent  Bill  for  regulating  importa- 
tion and  exportation  of  corn,  541,  550,  562, 

566,  569,  570 
anent  importation  of  oatmeal,  501,  503 
Court  of  Session,  Lord  President  of,  245 
Coutts  Brothers  &  Co.,  Victual  Dealers,  71 
Coutts,   Mr  James,   M.P.   for  Edinburgh,  87, 

194,  240,  269,  282-286 
Coutts,  John,  &  Co.,  414 
Crawfoord,  Patrick,  of  Rotterdam,  appointed 

Conservator  in  the  Netherlands,  315,  318, 

330,  344,  431,  514 
Crawfurd,    Mr  James,   Merchant,   Rotterdam, 

130 
Crawfurd,    James    and    George,    brothers    to 

Patrick   Crawfurd,    Lord   Conservator    at 

Campvere,  519 
Cromarty,   asking  aid  to  build   harbour,   558, 

567 
complaint  against  unfree  traders  in,  165 
Crosbie,  Mr  Andrew,  Advocate,  472,  517,  522 
Cullen,  ,  Advocate,  393 

Culross,  anent  damage  to  harbour  at,  197,  257, 

259 
Cupar,    anent    admission    of    Burgesses    and 

Guild  Brethren,  256,  275,  291 
anent    feuing    out    parts   of  Coupar   Muir, 

lands  of  Russel  Miln,  houses  of  Pittmiln, 

the  Flesher's  Park,  etc.,  528,  532,  534 
Custom-house  Officers,  complaint  of  exactions 

by,  477,  479 
Cuthbert,  David,  of  Rosehall,  592 
Cuthbert,  Mr,  Newcastle,  535 

Dagg  &  Ross,  Attorneys-atlaw,  London,  325, 

331 
Dalkeith,  anent  reduction  of  taxation  of,   199, 

260,  263,  299 
Dalrymple,  Right  Honble.  John,  Lord  Provost 

of  Edinburgh,  539,  548,  575,  585,  589 
Davidson,  Henry,  257,  280 
Davidson,  Mr  John,  VV.S  ,  28,  38,  280 
Dee  and  Don  salmon  fishings,  65,  68,  72,  79 
Delavall,  Sir  John  Hussey,  270 
Dempster,  George,  Esq.,  87,  194,307,  368,  371, 

373,  402,  407,  471,  472 
Desborough,  Earl  of,  26,  29 
Despenier,  Lord  Le,  266,  271 
Dewar,  William,  W.S.,  332 


Donald,  Robert,  Provost  of  Glasgow,  542,  565, 
584 

Donaldson,  Alexander,  Printer,  254 

Drummond,  George,  Lord  Provost  of  Edin- 
burgh, 47,  49,  152,  172 

Drummond,  Mr,  of  Meggins,  585 

Duff,  Honble.  Major  Lewis,  531,  532,  534 

Duff,  Mr  James,  Sheriff-Clerk  of  Banff,  592 

Dumfries,  petition  for  assistance  owing  to 
decayed  state  of  trade  at,  440,  443,  474 

Duncan,  Alexander,  Writer,  Edinburgh,  ap- 
pointed Conjunct  Deputy  Clerk,  135,  330 

Dundas,  Henry,  of  Melville,  H.M.  Advocate 
for  Scotland,  elected  Assessor  to  the  Con- 
vention of  Burghs,  512 

Dundas,  Mr  John,  W.S.,  Conjunct  Town  Clerk, 
appointed  Conjunct  Clerk  to  the  Burghs, 
420 

Dundas,  Sir  Laurence,  265,  269,  272,  313,  318, 
365,  368,  373,  402,  404,  407 
letter  to,  anent  linen  manufacture,  453 

Dundas,  The  Right  Hon.  Robert,  of  Arniston, 
President  of  Court  of  Session,  33 

Dundas,  Thomas,  269,  463,  471,  472 

Dundee,  complaint  by  weavers  of,  260 
nomination  of  their  precenters,  35,  37 
petition  anent  linen  trade,  388 

Dunfermline,  petition  from,  anent  condition  of 
the  Queensferry,  33,  36,  72,  331 

Dunlop,  ,  Provost  of  Glasgow,  412, 

415 

Dunse,  anent  letters  for,  166 

Dysart,  purchase  of  customs,  etc.,  from  Inver- 
keithing,  39,  46 

Earn,  river  of,  anent  erecting  bridge  there. 
124 

East  India  Company,  anent  men  for  service  in, 
155 

Edinburgh,  anent  erecting  a  linen  hall  at,  161, 
186,  191,  289 

Edinburgh  Linen  Society,  anent  grievances 
of,  etc.,  195,  222,  230,  266,  289,  294,  325. 

Edinburgh  Society  for  Promoting  Manufac- 
tures, etc.,  in  Scotland,  40  ;  donation  of  £25 
stg.,  42,  43,  143  ;  donation  of  £50  stg.,  147, 
161  ;  another  donation  of  £50,  165 

Elgin,  representation  anent  harbour  at,  425, 
442  ;  £100  granted,  443 

Elibank,  Lord,  269 

Elliot,  Mr  Gilbert,  M.P.,  and  Lord  of  Admir- 
alty, 40,  41,  194 

Elliot,  Sir  Gilbert,  of  Minto,  207,  371,  373,  402, 
407,  412 
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Elliot,  Dr  William,  of  Arkletoun,  Physician  in 

Jedburgh,  403 
Ellis,  Mr,  Agent  for  Irish  Linen  Board,  280, 

456,  480 
Ermerens,  J.,  Secretary  to  the  Burgomasters 

and  Councillors,  etc.,  of  Campvere,  508 
Erskine,  Mr,  of  Marr,  .">li9 
Erskine,  Sir  Harry,  M.P.,  40,  42 
Exchequer,  Usher  of,  petition  refused,  106 
Eyemouth,  anent  letters  for,  166 


Fairholm,  Adam,  London,  87 

Falkirk,  anent  increase  of  tax  roll,  300 
anent  trade  of,  386 

Fall,  Mr  Robert,  Bailie  of  Dunbar,  414,  429, 
458,  462 

Ferguson,  Sir  Adam,  542 

Ferguson,  Captain,  13 

Ferry  betwixt  Leith  and  Kinghorn,  lit,  20 

Fife,  Earl  of,  269 

Fifeness,  defenceless  state  of  trade  and  coast 
towns  from,  to  Buchanness,  7,  15,  16 

Findhorn,  unfree  trade  of,  assigned  to  Burgh 
of  Forres,  532 

Fisheries  and  Manufactures,  Trustees  for,  3,  6, 
64,  112,  133,  161,  162,  174,  184,  186,  191, 
196,  242,  253,  275-280,  291,  294,  333,  336, 
337,  340,  376,  381,  419,  421,  423,428,  432, 
444,  449,  450 
letter  to,  anent  linen  manufacture,  454,  470, 
495,  500,  527,  528,  557 

Flanders,  Counts  of,  anent  grants  by,  to  Scots 
traders,  502,  514 

Flax  and  hemp,  anent  raising  of,  in  Great 
Britain,  etc.,  201,  205,  207,  208,  210,  221, 
225,  228,  233,  239,  242,  256,  263,  265,  266, 
270-275,  276-280,  293,  294,  302,  306,  308- 
311,  313,  342,  371,  374,  376,  383,  398,  402, 
411,  419,  428,  432,  439,  445,  450 

Fletcher,  Andrew,  Esq.,  207 

Flint,  David,  Secretary,  Fisheries  and  Manu- 
factures in  Scotland,  3,  11,  33,  41,  64,  73, 
112,  119,  133,  160,  184,  196,  276,  290,  330, 
381,  432,  435 

Flour,  anent  sale  of,  353 

Forbes,  Mr  Hugh,  Agent  for  Royal  Burghs,  9  ; 
Advocate,  deceased,  32 

Forbes,  John,  Writer,  73,  188,  189,  268,  305, 
329,  389,  426,  502,  518,  534,  559 

Forbes,  Mr  William,  Principal  Clerk,  73,  119  ; 
resignation  of,  134 

Forfar,  memorial  from,  anent  election  of  their 
Treasurer,  69 

2  M 


Forres,  anent  Marches,  betwixt  Major  Lewis 
Duff  and  Burgh  of,  531,  532,  534 
unfree  trade  of  Findhorn  assigned  to  Burgh 
of,  532 
Forth  and  Clyde,  navigation  between  Carron 
and  Glasgow,  535-539 
proposed  canal  between.   174,   175,   176,  178, 
181,  243,  245,  246,   247-255,  258,  264,  270, 
287-289,  295,  300,  304,  312,  326,  337,  535- 
539,  543,  544 
straightening    channel    of    Forth    between 
Alloa  and  Stirling,  174 
Forth,  Firth  of,  anent  condition  of  Hope  Road, 

North  Queensferry,  198,  224 
Fortrose,    complaint    against   unfree    traders, 

165 
Fraser,  Mr  William,  W.S.,  50 
Frazer,  James,  Provost,  Inverness,  182 
Frazer,  Mr,  Assessor,  Inverness,  181 
French   lawns  and   cambrics,   anent   importa- 
tion of,  219,  222,  596 
French,  William,  Provost  of  Glasgow,  584 

Garbett,  Mr  Samuel,  87 
Gardenstown,  Lord,  164 
Geddes,  Robert,  Merchant,  and  Bailie  of  Cul- 

ross,  4 
Gentle,  James,  Brewer,  Edinburgh,  187 
Gilmour,  Sir  Alexander,  M.P.,   194,  245,  269, 

272,  402,  407,  450 
Glasgow  and  Carron,  proposed  canal  between, 

243,  245,  246,  247-255,  258,  264,  535 
Goldie,  Mr  George,  Merchant,  Edinburgh,  448, 

451-458,   463,  468,  471,  472,  481,  482-489, 

496 
Gordon,  Honble.  Alexander,  517,  569 
Gordon,   Sir  Alexander,   Professor  of   Physic, 

King's  College,  Aberdeen,  592 
Gordon,  Mr  Cosmo,  Elgin,  138 
Gordon,  Thomas,  Esq.,  Commissary  General, 

Leith,  195,  199,  203,  204 
Gourly,  David,  Stirling,  2 
Graeme,  General,  207,  270 
Grafton,  Duke  of,  270,  272 
Giaham,  Mr  David,  Advocate,  275 
Grain  and  oatmeal,  anent  importation  of,  42S, 

489,  491 
anent  shipments  from  one  port  to  another  in 

Great  Britain,  459 
Grant,  Sir  Alexander,  270 
Gray,  Mr  Alexander,  Depute  Clerk  of  Session, 

appointed  Agent,  33,  82,  84,  85,  86,   105, 

113,  114,  209;  deceased,  256 
Greenlaw,  new  road  from,  74 
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Gregory,  John,  Staple  Factor,  Campvere,  83, 
592 

Granville,  George,  Esq.,  269 

Guthrie,  Mr  James,  appointed  Joint  Secretary 
to  Trustees  for  Fisheries  and  Manufac- 
tures, 435,  449,  454,  490,  495,  557 


Haddington,  Ear]  of,  85,  103 

Haddington,    petition   for   relief   of   taxation, 
324,  385 
representation  anent  quartering  of  soldiers, 
123 

Haddow,  John,  Weaver,  Lanark,  115 

Halden,  James,  Provost  of  Peebles,  5 

Halifax,  Earl  of,  140,  152,  155,  156' 

Halket,  Sir  John,  of  Pitferran,  Bart.,  558 

Halket,  Sir  Peter,  of  Pitfirran,  316,  372 

Halyburton,  Mr  John,  Merchant,  Edinburgh, 
592 

Hamden,  Trevor,  The  Honble.,  27 

Hamilton,  Charles,  of  Ladyland  and  Craig- 
land,  Provost  of  Irvine,  134 

Hamilton,  Robert,  Provost  of  Kinghorn,  60, 
439,  443 

Hamilton,  Walter,  Lord  Provost  of  Edin- 
burgh, 584 

Harbours,  building  and  repairing  of,  8,  13,  33, 
36,  72,  116,  118,  119,  123,  139,  142,  162, 
163,  165,  167,  197,  256,  259,  292,  297,  298, 
299,  321,  323,  331,  336,  378,  385,  387,  389, 
421,  424,  425,  432,  435,  438,  441,  444,  450, 
471,  474,  475,  49S,  513,  529,  530,  531,  533, 
539,  548,  550,  557,  558,  561,  567,  572,  577, 
578,  579 

Hart,  Mr  Alexander,  373 

Hart,  Mr  Orlando,  539,  543 

Harwich,  anent  imposing  a  duty  to  repair 
harbour  at,  539,  550,  565 

Hepburn,  Mr  Buchan,  569 

Herring  fishing,  etc.,  6,  10,  261,  262,  275-280, 
295,  301,  313,  314,  345,  346,  354,  391,  414, 
550,  562,  565,  577,  582,  583,  585 

Hilsborough,  Earl  of,  266,  271 

Hogg,  James,  Writer,  Edinburgh,  416 

Holderness,  The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord,  7 
letter  to,  15 

Home,  John,  Esq.,  appointed  Conservator  in 
the  Netherlands,  136,  140,  151,  160,  172, 
514 

Hunter,  James,  Merchant,  404 

Hunter,  John,  Brewer,  Edinburgh,  187 

Hunter,  Mansfield,  &  Co.,  Bankers,  Edin- 
burgh, 343,  374 


Inglis,   Mr  John,  Assessor  for  Inverkeithing, 

407,  409 
Innes,  George,  Deputy  Receiver-General,  3,  33, 

133,  161,  184,   196,  290,  382,  421,  470,  495, 

557 
Inverbervie,  commission  rejected,  3 

dispute  with  Viscount  of  Arbuthnot,  477 
Inverkeithing,  customs,  etc.,  sold  to  Dysart, 

39,  46 
petition  for  aid  to  repair  harbour  at  West 

Ness,  292,  299  ;  £30  stg.  granted,  322 
Inverkeithing  Road,  anent  discharging  ballast 

in,  224,  240 
Invernees,  asking  assistance  towards  cost  of 

prosecuting  an  unfree  trader,  8,  268  ;  £50 

stg.  allowed,  13  ;  other  £50  granted,  268 
Irish  imports  and  exports,  Bills  in  Parliament 

anent,  573 
Irvine,    asking   aid    to    repair    harbour,    298  ; 

£300  stg.   granted,   323,    441  ;    £100  stg. 

granted,  475 
complaint  against  unfree  traders,  166 
Irving,  Mr  R.,  Depute  Conservator  at  Camp- 
vere, 129,  173 

Jedburgh,  anent  decayed  state  of  town  of,  5  ; 
£30  stg.  allowed  yearly  while  distress 
lasts,  7,  305,  307,  312,  335,  343,  403,  416, 
425,  440,  443,  476,  497,  501,  513,  526,  549, 
560,  577 
commission  rejected,  329 

Kennedy,     Anna,    daughter    of    Conservator 

Kennedy,  41,  74,  120 
Kid,  John,  Edinburgh,  541 
Kilbokie,    complaint    against    unfree    traders 

in,  165 
Kilrenny,  asking  aid,  185,  186,  197 
Kincaid,     Right     Honble.     Alexander,     Lord 

Provost  of  Edinburgh,  535,  539 
King    George     III.,     addresses     to,     on     his 

accession,  etc.,  44,  46,  48,  49,  63,  74,  76, 

112,  125,  126,  133,  140,  151 
Kinghorn,  alteration  in  the  sett  of,  approven, 

328 
complaint  against   Fife  Justices  of  Peace, 

34  ;  £40  stg.   contributed  in  support  of, 

43,  60,  139,  141,  162  ;  donation  of  £100,  164 
ferry  betwixt,  and  Lcith,  19,  20 
petition   for  contribution   towards    building 

harbour  at,  8  ;  £150  stg.  allowed,  13,  139 
petition  for  relief   from  missive   dues,   and 

assistance  to  defray  certain  law  expenses, 

439,  443,  474 
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Kinnaber,  proposed  bridge  over  Northcsk  at, 

257  ;  donation  of  £500  stg.,  259 
Kinneir,    John,    Shipmaster,   Dean    of   Guild, 

Burntisland,  4,  7 
Kinneir,  Thomas,  Merchant.  5 
Kinnoul,    Lord,   368,   370,  373,   380,  390,   402, 

407 
Kirkcaldy,  asking  aid  to  repair  harbour,  576, 

578 
asking  relief  from  tax  roll,  299,  324,  385 
Kirkliston,  proposed  bridge  on  Almond  Water 

at,  75 
Kirkwall,  case  betwixt,  and  Stromness,   350, 

358 

Lanark,  petition  of,  anent  linen  manufacture, 
115 

Land  Tax,  364,  392 

Laurie,  Gilbert,  Dean  of  Guild,  Edinburgh, 
79,  (Lord  Provost)  206,  270,  275,  470,  -t79, 
482 

Leith,  ferry  betwixt,  and  Kinghorn,  19,  20 
petition  anent  postage  charges,  332 

Leven,  petition  from  town  of,  for  relief,  498 

Limekilns,  anent  foreign  trade  at  port  of,  316. 
322,  371 
petition  for  relief,  69,  83,  118 

Lind,  George,  Lord  Provost,  Edinburgh,  ap 
pointed  Conservator  at  Campvere,  com- 
mission recorded,  101-105,  110,  111,  119, 
127,  141 

Lindsay,  George,  Depute  Clerk,  41,  73,  120  ; 
appointed  Conjunct  General  Clerk.  134, 
330,  420 

Lindsay,  John,  Crail,  3 

Linen,  anent  manufacture,  etc.,  of,  114,  186, 
195,  201,  205,  207,  208,  210,  221,  225,  228, 
265,  266,  271-280,  289,  293,  294,  301-303, 
306,  308-311,  313,  325,  326,  335,  337,  338, 
340,  341,  343,  362,  368,  370,  372,  374,  376, 
382,  383,  388,  390,  395,  396,  407,  411,  412, 
415,  420,  421,  424,  425,  426,  428,  435,  437, 
447,  448,  451-458,  463-468,  471,  472,  480, 
482,  483-489,  490,  496,  562,  565,  577,  581, 
582,  584,  586,  587-597 

Linen  Board  of  Ireland,  280,  437,  451 

letter  to,  anent  linen  manufacture,  455,  456. 
472,  480,  486,  587,  594 

Linen  Hall,  anent  erection  of,  at  Edinburgh, 
161,  186,  191,  289 

Linlithgow,  petition  for  abatement  on  stent 
roll.  331,  386 

Loch,  David,  Merchant,  Edinburgh,  526,  533. 
577 


Lochmaben,  complaint  anent  feuing  of  town's 
property,  124 

Lord  Advocate,  8,  14 

letter  to,  anent  linen  manufacture,  453,  517 

Lords  of  the  Treasury,  anent  application  to, 
for  completing  post  road,  London  to  Edin- 
burgh, 461 

Lossiemouth,  representation  anent  harbour  at, 
442;  £100  granted,  443 

M'Aulay,  Archibald,  Conservator,  41,  51 
M'Dowal,  Archibald,  Cloth  Manufacturer,  496, 

499 
M'Gowan,  John,  Commissioner  for  Whithorn, 

514 
M-Kenzie,  Sir  Alexander,  of  Coul,  207 
M'Kenzie,   Right  Hon.  James  Stewart,  Lord 

Privy  Seal,    105,    113,   121,   139,   155,   158, 

168,  194 
M'Lardie,   Alexander,    Stationer,    Edinburgh, 

416 
MLeod,  ,  Advocate,  393 

M'Millan,  Alexander,  of  Uunmore,  134 
M'Viccar,     Mr     Niell,     Linen     Manufacturer, 

Edinburgh,   208,   209,   222,  225,  230,  238, 

256,  263,  264,  274,  280,  291,  293,  327,  337, 

340,  341,  343,  362,  368.  370,  372,  373,  382, 

383,  389,  403,  439,  445,  448,  451-458,  463, 

468,  471,  472,  482-489,  496 
Maitland,   Honble.   Capt.   Frederick,   of  Ran- 

keillor,  328,  532,  534 
Manufactures,  etc.,  Society  for  Promoting,  40, 

42,  43,  161 
Marchmont,  Earl  of,  269,  271 
Martin,  Thomas,  Bailie  in  Pittenweem,  5 
Maxwell,  George  Clerk,  Esq.,  543 
Meal  mobs  and  tumults,  anent  prevention  of, 

169 
Mein,  Robert,  518,  534 
Middlemist,  John,  Burgh  Officer,  41,  73,   120, 

154 
Militia,   establishment  of,  in  Scotland,  20,  40, 

41,  85,  103 
Bill  in  Parliament,  522,  524 
Miller,  Patrick,  M.P.  for  Edinburgh,  208,  222, 

242 
Miller,  The  Right  Hon.  Thomas,  King's  Advo- 
cate, Assessor  to  the  Royal  Burghs,  33,  41, 

73,  119,  183,  194 
promoted  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  196 
Missive  Dues,  2,  3,  7,  31,  33,  62,  64.  133,   136, 

161,  184,  186,  380,  381,  529,  554,  576 
accounts  of,  9,   37,  40,  64,  71,  163,  184,   186, 

292,  386,  3S8,  422,  512,  r,r,r, 
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Mollison,  John,  Esq.,  Provost  of  Brechin,  441 

Monro,  Robert,  Vintner,  Dean  of  Guild,  Cupar, 
256 

Montgomerie,  Rt.  Hon.  James,  King's  Advo- 
cate, appointed  Assessor  to  the  Royal 
Burghs,  196,  198,  330,  345,  347,  435 

Montrose,   petition  anent  distressed  state   of 
linen  manufacture  at,  450 
proposed  bridge  over  Northesk,  257  ;  dona- 
tion of  £500  stg.,  259 

Moray  Firth,  anent  building  harbour  at,  297, 
321 

Morpeth,  road  from,  74 

Morton,  Earl  of,  269 

Murdoch  &  Walker,  Merchants,  Rotterdam, 
130 

Murray,  Alexander,  Solicitor-General,  516 

Murray,  James,  Esq.,  of  Broughton,  207,  269 

Murray,  James,  Merchant  in  Campvere,  ad- 
mitted Factor  there,  416 


Netherlands,  appointment  of  Conservators  of 

Scots  privileges  in  the,  50,  55,  65,  78,  110, 

127,  136,  140,  151,  160,  172,  315 
Newburgh,   Brochill,   Esq.,    Secretary  to   the 

Irish  Linen  Board,  letter  to,  338,  455,  456, 

480,  486,  587 
Newcastle,  Duke  of,  29 
New  Church  Aisle,  meeting  to  be  held  in,  382, 

496,  528 
New  Galloway,  petition  for  alteration  of  set  of 

the  Burgh  refused,  580 
Niven,  Thomas,  of  Arduthie,  17 
Northesk,  proposed  bridge  over,  257  ;  donation 

of  £500  stg.,  259 
North,    Lord,    Chancellor  of   Exchequer,  309, 

371,  373,  409,  451 
letter  to,  anent  linen  manufacture,  452,  457, 

463,  484,  589 

Oatmeal,  anent  importation  and  sale  of,  353, 

501,  503 
Ogilvie,  Sir  William,  of  Barras,  Baronet,  17 
Oliphant,  Mr,  of  Rossie,  569 
Oswald,  James,  Esq.,  194 
Oswald,  Mr,  of  Dunnikeir,  42,  113,   121,  269, 

463 

Parliament,  anent  Act  for  suppression  of  small 
stills,  533 
anent    application    to,    for  construction    of 
Forth  and  Clyde  Canal,  535-537 


Parliament,  anent  Bill  to,  regulating  importa- 
tion and  exportation  of  corn,  541,  550,  562, 
566,  569,  570 
application  to,  anent  linen  manufacture,  448, 
450,  451-458,  463-468,  471,  480-489,  496, 
562,  583,  584,  586-597 
Bills  in,   anent  Irish  imports  and  exports, 

573 
petition  to,  for  bounty  to  encourage  whale 
fishing,  etc.,  282,  301,  313,  314,  345,  346, 
362,  366,  368,  372,  373,  404,  405,  583,  595 
Peas  and  beans,  anent  duty  on,  333,  336 
Perth,  anent  building  bridge  over  river  Tay 

at,  188  ;  donation  of  £500,  190,  198,  200 
Peterhead,   petition  for  assistance  to  rebuild 
and   improve  harbour  at,   438,   450,  471  ; 
£500  stg.  granted,  474 
Pillans,  Robert,  Brewer,  Edinburgh,  187 
Pittenweem,   asking  abatement  of  cess,    144, 
147,  163,  164 
complaint  against  excise  officers,  115 
complaint  against  St  Monans,  35,  36.  57,  72, 
124 
Ports,  anent  mode  of  opening  the  public,  393 
Postal   Service   from   North   of   Scotland  and 
between  Edinburgh  and  London,  etc.,  21- 
28,  29,  35,  37,  44,  53,  58,  59,  64,  66,  74,  83, 

84,  85,  86-100,  105,  113,  114,  116,  121,  137, 
139,  142,  150,  166,  167,  170,  175,  177, 
189,  200,  248,  252,  265,  266,  271,  317,  332, 
431 

Postmasters-General,  memorial  to,  etc.,  anent 
regulation  of  mails,  22-26,  37,  44,  58,  59, 
64,  66,  83,  84,  85,  86-100,  105,  113,  114, 
116,  121,  142,  166,  175,  177,  265,  271 

Postmasters,  inadequate  remuneration  of,  53, 
55,  57,  59,  64,  67,  83,  84,  85,  86-100,  105, 
113,  114,  116,  121 

Post  road,  London  to  Edinburgh,  representa- 
tion anent,  429,  458 
letter  to  Members  of  Parliament  anent,  460, 
461 

Potts,  Henry,  Esq.,  Post  Office  Secretary, 
London,  22,  28,  29,  85,  266 

Potts,  Thomas,  Sheriff-Clerk  of  Roxburghshire, 
305,  403,  416,  449 

Pownall,  John,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  Board  of 
Trade  and  Plantations,  279 

Preses,  election  of,  2,  17,  28,  31,  48,  61,  82,  83, 

85,  105,  108,  128,  132,  153,  159,  183,  195, 
255,  290,  320,  380,  419,  434,  470,  495,  511, 
526,  548,  575 

Printers  and  Booksellers,  complaints  of  Scottish 
against  the  London,  492 
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Privateer?,  anent  protection  against,  4,  5,  42, 

54.5,  ,546 
Pultney,  Mr,  London,  409,  413 

Queensberry,  Duke  of,  269,  337,  330 
Queensferry,  asking  relief  from  tax  roll,  '2'. IS, 
321 
condition  of  landing  places,  etc.,  at,  33; 
£60  allowed  for  improving,  36,  72,  Hit, 
123.  142,  162,  163,  16.");  another  donation 
of  £60,  165,  167,  198,  331,  336,  378,  389, 
424;  £100  granted,  432,  43,5,  549;  £100 
granted,  558,  572 

Reid,  Thomas,  Professor  of  Philosophy,  King's 
College,  Aberdeen,  592 

Renny,  James  and  Thomas,  Merchants,  Mon- 
trose, 130 

Revnout,  Jacobus,  Pensionar}',  Campvere,  173 

Rigby,  Richard,  270 

Roadmaking  and  repairing,  8,  14,  74,  137,  148, 
153,  168,  429,  458 

Robb,  James,  41,  73,  119 

Robb,  Mrs,  330 

Robinson,  Christopher,  Principal  Surveyor, 
Post  Office,  London,  21,  28,  29 

Ross,  Alexander,  Tacksman  of  salmon  fish- 
ings on  the  Ythan,  68,  81 

Ross,  Mr  George,  Agent  for  the  Burghs  at 
London,  28,  41,  73,  86,  119,  221,  225,  229, 
239,  2.51,  257,  280,  303,  307,  308,  330,  456, 
461,  588,  591,  593,  596 

Rothesay,  petition  for  aid  to  complete  harbour, 
117;  £50  stg.  allowed,  118;  other  £50, 
134 

Rutherford,  Dr  Thomas,  Jedburgh,  403 

St  Andrews,  aid  to  repair  church  refused,  142, 
163,  164 
complaint  against  unfree  traders,  561,  568 
complaint  by  Deacon  of  Weavers  of,  260 
Dean  of  Guild  of,  action  against,  70,  74 
St  Margaret's  Hope,  anent  discharging  ballast 

at,  224,  240 
St  Monans,  complaint  by  Pittenweem  against, 

35,  36,  57,  72,  124 
Sailors,  etc.,  protection  from  pressgangs,  13 
Salaries  and  gratuities  to  officials,  etc.,  10,  41, 
73,  124,  128,   169,   191,  200,  301,  330,  388, 
421,  442,  499,  518 
Salmon    Fishing,    on    Bervie   Water,    dispute 
anent,  476 
on  the  rivers  Dee  and  Don,  etc.,  65,  68,  72, 
79 


Salmon  shipped  from  Montrose  to  Rotterdam, 

129,  262 
Salt,  anent  sale,  etc.,  of,  353,  391,  427 

duty  on,  6,  414 
Scott,  Coll.,  270 
Scott,  Mr  Walter,  Agent  for  the  Coalliers  and 

Salters  in  Scotland,  512,  528,  532 
Scott,  William,  Writer,  Edinburgh,  410 
Secretaries  of  State,  anent  protection  of  trade 

and  coast  towns,  5,  7 
Seton,  Hugh,  Esq.,  of  Touch,  543,  544 
Shand,  ,  Provost  of  Aberdeen,  450 

Shelburn,  Earl  of,  270 

Ships,  anent  protection  of,  4,  7,  15,  16,  42 
three     Greenland,     captured     by     French 

frigates,  .5 
Smeaton,  Mr,  Engineer,  200,  243,  250,  2.51,  253, 

258,  296,  438,  439,  450,  474 
Smith,  John,  Honorary  Burgess  of  Annan,  8 
Smollet,  James,  Esq.,  of  Bonhill,  11 
Soldiers,  quartering  of,  123 
Somervell.  Mr  William,  Provost  of  Renfrew, 

340 
Spirituous  liquors,  anent  distilling  of,  85 
Spittle,  ,  Captain  of  the  "Peggy"  of 

Dysart,  364 
Spotswood,  Mr,  Agent  at  London  for  Board  of 

Manufactures,  409,  449,  456 
Stamp  Masters,  anent  duties  of,  162 
Stevens,    Andrew,    Merchant,    Campvere,    ap- 
pointed Factor  there,  17 
Stills,  anent  suppression  of  private,  436,  517, 

533 
Stirling,    anent   straightening   of    channel    of 

Forth  between,  and  Alloa,  174 
Stocks,  James,  Bailie  of  St  Monance,  56 
Stranraer,  asking  aid  to  build   harbour,  550, 

576,  578 
Stromness,  case  betwixt,  and  Kirkwall,   350, 

358 
Stuart,  Charles,  Esq.,  appointed  Conservator 

in  the  Netherlands,  commission  recorded, 

50,  52,   55,   65,   67,   73,   78  ;  death  of,  83, 

141 
Stuart,  James,   Lord   Provost  of   Edinburgh, 

192,  195,  203,  265,  312,  334,  404 
Stuart,  Hon.  John,  Col.  of  a  Scots  brigade  in 

service  of  the  States  General,  186 
Stuart,  John,  Deputy  Conservator,  Campvere, 

363,  514,  518 
Stuart,   Mary,  sister   of  late   Charles   Stuart, 

Conservator,    petition    for    aid    by,    116; 

£12  stg.  yearly  granted,  118,  120,  331 
Swinton,  John,  Esq.,  Advocate,  564 
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Tailzies  in  Scotland,  anent  alteration  of  the 

law  of,  184,  187,  192 
Tait,    James,   Writer,    Edinburgh,    appointed 

Conjunct  Deputy  Clerk,  135,  330 
Tait,  John,  W.S.,  315 
Tax   Roll  continued,  7,  43,  71,  112,   125,   150, 

172,  186,  198,  300,  423,  426,  442,  512,  532, 

559,  579 
Tay,  river  of,  anent  building  bridge  over,  at 

Perth,  188  ;  donation  of  £500,  190,  198,  200 
Tennent,  Smart,  Staple  Factor  and  Merchant 

in  Campvere,  497,  501,  506,  507,  519 
Thomson,  James,  elected  Burgh  Officer,  550, 

559 
Tod,  William,  London,  87 
Touchet,  Samuel,  Esq.,  London,  274 
Townshend,  Rt.  Hon.   Charles,  Chancellor  of 

Exchequer,  233,   239,   240,   265,   269,  272, 

274 
Trade,  protection  of,  on  North  Coast,  etc.,  4, 

7,42 


Unfree  Trade,  6,  8,  9,  71,  144,  163,  165,  268, 
292,  300,  305,  316,  330,  347,  355-361,  377, 
386,  388,  391,  422,  471,  529,  532,  551,  576 


Wallace,  Mr  David,  Commissioner  for  Arbroath, 
327,  340,  341,  343,  362,  368,  370,  372,  373, 
382,  383,  389 

Warships  for  protection  of  trade,  4,  15,  42 

Webster,  James,  Master  of  brig  "Jean  of 
Montrose,"  123 

Wedderburn,  Alexander,  269 

Wedderburn,  John,  Esq.,  of  Gosport,  316,  372 


Weights  and  Measures,  14 

anent  uniformity  of,  180,  499,  517 
proposals  for  regulating  of,  in  Glasgow,  520, 

564 
Weir,  Honble.  Mr  Charles  Hope,  569 
Whale  Fishing,  anent  bounty  to,  220,  240,  241, 

281-287,  365-367,  404,  405,  407 
Wheat,   etc.,    anent  stopping  exportation  of, 

and  importing  Indian  corn,  193 
Whichcot,  Mr,  M.P.  for  Lincolnshire,  222 
Whitefoord,   Allan,   Receiver-General,  41,  64, 

112 
Whithorn,  asking  aid  to  repair  harbour,  etc., 

513  ;  £76  stg.  granted,  529 
Wigton,   asking  assistance  to  build  harbour, 

387,  421,  441 
petition  for  grant  of  unfree  trade  of  Pen- 

ningham   and    Kirkcowan    parishes,    117, 

119 
Williamson,  Mr  Joseph,   Principal  Clerk,  73, 

119,  134,  330,  420,  476,  502,  514 
Wilson,    Mr,    Surveyor,    Post  Office,   London, 

presentation  to,  4,  13,  21,  39 
Wood,  Thomas,  Farmer,  appointed   Officer  to 

Convention,  154,  160,  330 
Woollen    Manufactures,    497,    500,    509,    510, 

527 


Yair,   Rev.    Mr,   Minister  at   Campvere,   476, 

502,  514 
Yeaman,  George,  of   Balbeughlie,   Provost  of 

Dundee,  4 


Zealand,  cattle  plague  in,  363 
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